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I. 

PRiYEE  ANSWERED. 

MoRB  things  are  wrought  by  prajer 
Than  this  world  dremcE  of,    "Wherefore  let  thy  voioa 
Biee  like  a  faimtaiD  for  me  night  and  day. 
For  tchat  are  men  better  than  sheep  or  goats. 
That  noETiah  a  blind  life  within  the  brain, 
U,  knowing  God,  they  hft  not  hands  of  prayer, 
Both  lor  themselves  and  those  who  call  (hem  friind  ? 
For  BO  the  whole  lonnd  earth  is  every  way 
Boond  by  gold  chains  about  tlie  feet  of  God. 

Tbhhisos. 


fo  wTota  Cowper,  in  that  beautiful  hymn,  in  which  the 
ineerutable  wisdom  of  Jehovah,  working  out  the 
loTing  deeiguB  of  His  ProTidenoe,  is  described  in  strain? 
that  hare  carried  with  them  ab'undant  consolation  and  hope 
to  many  a  defiponding  spirit. 

The  sentiment  embodied  in  these  words  muet  have 
preeented  itself  in  great  power  ajid  beauty  to  the  eleven 
chosen  "Apostles  of  the  Lamb,"  aa  they  contemplated  the 
manner  in  which  the  Divine  Head  of  the  Church  filled  up 
the  vacancy  among  them  that  had  been  created  by  the  apo- 
Btaayof  "the  son  of  perdition,"     SettingaaldethemifitaVviTi 
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unngements  of  mere  hamax  wisdom  by  a  method  of  Hia 
own,  tnuBceDdiiig  all  homui  anticipation,  and  in  the  exer- 
ciee  of  His  own  sole  prerogatiTe,  he  provided  a.  Bucoeesor  to 
Judas  in  the  apostolate  ;  goiog  into  the  camp  of  the  enemy, 
seizing  upon  the  very  head  and  chief  of  the  perBeeutors, 
and  transforming  that  embodiment  of  biiter,  fierce,  perse- 
cuting zeal  into  a  bright  flame  of  light  and  love,  and 
changiog  the  rdentlej«,  unscrapnloas  opposer  into  a  faithful 
and  dauntless  Oiend.  It  was  a  development  of  His  wonder- 
working Providence,  fnnght  with  richest  instruction  and 
encouragement  to  them  in  tbeir  great  work.  And  it  was 
calculated  to  open  np  to  them  eulai^d  views  of  Christ's 
mediatorial  govermcent  and  illimitable  perfections,  and 
abundantly  to  etrengthen  their  faith  in  Him.  It  aSbrded 
a  lofty  and  impressive  illustration  of  the  truth,  that  "  Hia 
ways  are  not  our  ways,  nor  His  thoughts  our  thoughts  ;  "and, 
''as  the  heavens  are  high  above  the  earth,  so  are  His  ways 
higher  than  ourways,  andHis  thoughts  than  our  thoughts," 
So  it  is  in  many  of  the  great  events  which  stand  out 
prominently  in  man's  history.  Divine  "Wisdom  Belects  and 
brings  out  the  instruments  suited  to  the  accomplishment 
of  its  own  beneficent  porpoees  in  a  way  tliat  baiSes  and 
transcends  all  human  sagacity  and  forethought.  When  the 
world  lay  slumbering  in  the  lap  of  a  corrupt  apostate 
church,  enervated  and  enfeebled  and  blinded  by  the  spella 
she  had  succeeded  in  casting  over  the  nations,  and  the  man 
was  wanted  who  should  rise  up  in  the  enei^y  of  a  renewed 
and  sanctified  nature  to  break  the  charm  of  her  enchant- 
raents,  and  thunder  in  the  ears  of  all  Europe  words  of  faith 
and  power  destined  to  shake  the  world,  and  initiate  a  new 
era  of  light  and  of  religion,  Jehovah  knew  where  to  lay 
TTJH  hand  upon  the  agent  He  required.  The  all-seeing  eye 
of  Him  who  is  ou  the  throne  beheld  him  in  the  secluded 
recesses  of  a  German  monastery.  And  Martin  Luther,  the 
obscure  son  of  a  village  woodcutter,  was  called  forth  from 
the  cell  to  which,  in  Popish  ignorance  and  godly  simplicity 
and  sincerity,  he  had  devoted  the  remainder  of  his  life,  to 
be  a  witueea  for  Qoi,  and  produce  that  Belbrmation  which 
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has  led  to  such  auapicions  results,  and  shed  showera 
of  blessiiig  upon  the  nations  of  the  world.  Not  amongst 
the  wealthy  and  the  great,  but  amongst  the  lowly  and  the 
poor,  did  Divine  Providence  look  for  and  choose  the  in^trn- 
ment  by  whom  the  oounaela  of  infinite  benignity  were  to 
be  fulfilled,  for  the  benefit  of  the  world. 

So,  when  dense  clouds  had  settled  upon  the  British  nation, 
and  religion,  degenerating  into  mere  empty  form,  had  well 
nigh  died  out  in  the  land,  and  a  slumbering  church  was  to  ho 
aroused,  heavenly  light  diffueed  through  the  land,  and  a 
revival  of  pare  and  undeSled  religion  to  be  wrought 
which  should  spread  untold  blessings  over  all  the  world,  and 
subvert  and  overthrow  all  the  falt^e  religions  that  debase 
and  destroy  man  upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  the  Divine 
Head  of  the  Church  selected  and  brought  forth  His  chosen 
agent.  He  disciphned  and  prepared  a  despised  Oxford 
student,  and  investing  him  with  the  wisdom,  and  the 
courage,  and  the  piety,  fitting  him  for  the  great  work, 
sent  out  John  Wesley  to  be  a  herald  of  mercy  to  the 
world,  and  give  an  impulse  to  Hin  great  work  of  restoringf 
man,  such  as  it  had  never  before  received  since  the  apostolio 
age.  Truly  is  it  said,  "  Great  things  doeth.  He,  which  we 
cannot  comprehend."  (Job  xxxvii.  5.) 

The  powerful  government  of  the  British  monarch  estend* 
over  many  of  the  beautiful  isles  of  the  Caribbean  Sea,  which 
in  tlieprogressof  wars  waged  by  Britain,  not  always  with  wise 
discretion,  against  the  Continental  powers,  have  fallen  under 
the  British  crown.  But  at  the  jperiod  of  our  narrative  all  these 
fruitful  lands  where  summer,  nu chequered  by  any  of  the  cold 
blasts  of  winter,  reigns  with  perennial  glory,  and  clothes  them 
Tnth  unchanging  verdure,  fruitfulness,  and  beauty,  are  cursed 
with  the  presenoe  of  slavery.  Man  holds  property  in  man. 
Hundreds  of  thousands  of  the  swarthy  children  of  Africa, 
carried  off  by  inhuman  violence  and  wrong  from  their 
native  land  and  borne  to  foreign  shores  under  the  protection 
of  the  British  flag,  are  crushed  down  by  oppression, 
by  the  whi/>.  Mid  vasted  by  unrequited  toil,  to 
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pamper  tliose  who  make  inerctiaiidise  of  the  souls  i 
bodies  of  fello^v-creiLtures,  heirs  of  immortality 
redemption  equally  with  themselves.  There,  too,  darkne^ 
reigns.  The  wretchedneas  of  the  slave's  lot  is  onrelieTe 
by  the  eonsoktions  of  religion.  No  light  from  heaven  ii 
suffered  to  fall  across  his  path.  For  the  soul  must  h 
in  darkness,  and  all  the  nobler  faculties  of  hia  nobler  natural 
must  be  cramped  and  crushed  down,  that  the  fetters  may 
remain  quietly  upon  his  limbs,  and  avarice  plunder  turn  at 
discretion. 

There  are  men  there,  it  is  true,  who  call  themselves  clei^- 
men.  But  they  are  slaveholders  themselves,  and  recognise  no 
right  beyond  that  possessed  by  cattle,  in  human  beings  guilty 
of  a  dark  complexion.  There  are  also  two  or  three  Moravian 
Missionaries,  who,  in  self-denying  love  for  souls  for  whom 
Christ  diedjhave  found  their  way  to  these  sunlit  shores,  and,  as 
far  as  they  are  suffered,  shed  a  few  rays  of  h'ght  upon  such 
minds  as  they  can  gain  access  to.  But,  subject  to  aU  kinds 
of  humiliating  restrictions  through  the  jealousy  of  the  slave- 
holdets,  on  thefew  plantations  where  they  are  barely  tolerated 
hy  command  of  absentee  proprietors,  it  is  but  little  they  can 
do  to  help  those  around  them.  So  that  few,  feeble,  and  far 
betneen  are  the  rays  of  light  that  fall  athwart  the  n 
darkness  overspread  iri;_;    I'.-.r  V/.'^uiiJ^  of  human  sufftrei 
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k  lo  SD  &e  phoe  of  the  fallen  Jn&i^  He  «&»: 
a  of  tbis  woild  diooBes  the  initriiMW?  to  oW 
k  of  tne  beneTolence  from  komib^  tttrnt^im 
wndaoi  would  never  have  thought  of  a  wA  *« 
H«  goes  amongst  the  Blaveholden  flaairfhMi 
His  hand  upon  one  of  the  chief  m^  maaag  t 
selects  him  as  the  instrument  to  ttmaatam  m  9t 
work  in  those  Western  leles  of  Ac  m*,  Sy^  ■ 
large  harvest  of  predoua  soula  i*  to  W 
heavenly  gamer ;  and  which  -  -  - 
its  trininphs  the  utter  overtbrow  of  1 
itstlf  in  all  the  dominions  of  t&e 
prejiare  the  way  for  its  aboliti 
of  the  earth. 

Kear  the  centre  of  the  pleaunt  HOtMmt^ 
— whioh,  like  most  of  its  riater  idta,Amm^wa 
beauties  and  smiling  landacapo/— 4v  a  ^^v  fi 
delightrully  situated,  resides  a  Mr, 
tl-furniahed 
fith  whith  wealthy 
d  themKelves 
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Ly  hia  roedical  attendants  to  try  the  effects  of  a  voyage- 
to  England,  often  the  beet  remedy  in  such  intertropical 
ailments. 

Navigation  has  not  yet  amved  at  that  advanced  ocgree  of 
perrection  which  it  ia  destined  to  reach  in  after  years,  A 
voyage  to  Europe  fcom  the  West  Indies  ia  a  matter  of  time, 
and  IB  not  mitbout  considerable  risk.  !6ut  when  life  and  health 
are  at  stake,  men  will  make  sacrifices,  and  expose  themselves 
to  hazards  they  would  not  otherwise  encounter.  Mr.  Gilbert 
resolves  to  act  upon  the  advice  of  bia  phjBiciana  ;  and  in  one 
of  the  well  loaded  and  comfortably  fitted  ehipa  which  hear 
his  own  produce  to  the  European  market,  bids  adieu  to  bis 
native  isle,  uncertain,  in  the  shattered  state  of  his  health, 
whether  be  shall  ever  look  upon  those  lovely  shores  again. 
It  pleases  the  wise  Disposer  of  events  to  restore  him ;  the 
long  aea  voyage,  and  a  short  residence  in  England,  accom- 
plish the  purpose  for  which  he  baa  left  his  home. 

For  thirty  or  forty  years  John  Wesley  has  been  passing 
through  tbeoountry, a  flamcof  light  and  love, earrj'ing  blessing 
and  peace  and  salvation  to  thousands  of  wretched  homes. 
The  fruits  of  bis  Sod-honoured  labours  are  covering  the  land, 
and  his  name  is  everywhere  known  to  be  venerated  by  mul- 
titudes, who  owe  all  their  moat  precious  hopes  to  bis  loving 
toil;  having  by  his  preaching  been  led  to  the  Saviour  of 
sinners.  Mr.  Gilbert  bears  of  this  wonderful  man,  who  is 
making  such  a  noise  in  the  nation ;  praised  by  some, 
denounced  as  a  troubler  and  a  fanatic  by  others.  Forbapa 
it  may  be  that  sickness  and  a  near  approach  to  the  confines 
of  the  unaeeu  world  have  not  been  without  some  effect  upon 
bia  mind ;  or  that  God'a  loving-kindness  in  restoring  his 
shattered  health  may  have  eserted  a  softening  influence,  and 
predisposed  his  heart  to  listen  favourably  to  the  message  of 
Divine  mercy.  Certain  it  is,  however,  that  the  life-giving 
word  lays  hold  upon  his  conscience.  Aa  he  listens  to  that 
servant  of  the  Lord,  who  baa  been  the  herald  of  aalvation  to 
multitudes,  a  vivid  imprcBsion  of  eternal  things  cornea  upon 
his  mind.  Tboughta  of  God  and  of  religion  are  awakened, 
to  which  be  has  all  his  life  been  a  stranger.     The  past  and 
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fbe  future  are  presented  in  a  ligtit  altogether  nev  to  him ; 
and  the  proud  man  of  the  world — the  self-indulgent  slave- 
liolder — is  found  humbled  at  the  foot  of  the  cross,  earnestly 
praying,  "  God  he  mereiful  to  me  a  sinner."  Burdened  and 
heftvy  laden  with  a  sense  of  sin,  be  soon  forma  an  acquaintance 
with  the  God-hououred  man  whose  powerful  ministry  has 
been  the  means  of  awakening  him  to  a  sense  of  his  guilt  and 
danger  as  a  sinner,  and  ere  long  he  is  enabled  to  rejoice  in  the 
blessings  of  salvation,  passed  from  death  unto  life,  and  made 
a  child  of  God  by  faith  in  Christ  Jesus. 

Mr.  Gilbert  resided  for  some  time  in  England,  durinfif 
which  he  had  the  privilege  of  frequent  intereourse  with  the 
founder  of  Methodism,  who  preached  in  his  house  at  Waadg- 
worth,  and  baptized  two  of  the  Negro  slaves  he  had  taken 
with  him  to  the  mother  country,  who,  like  their  owner,  had 
beard  the  Gospel  to  salvation ;  and  he  returned  to  Antigua 
about  1759.  Thus  to  John  Wesley  hiroself  is  to  be  ascribed 
the  honour  of  laying  the  foundation  of  the  prosperous 
Methodist  Cliurches  in  the  West  Indies.  Not  only  was  Mr. 
Gilbert  brought  to  God  through  his  instrumentality, — the 
first  amongst  the  slave-owners, — but  the  two  slaves  of  that 
gentleman,  received  into  the  church  by  baptism  adminis- 
tered by  the  Founder  of  Methodism,  were  the  first-fruits  and 
the  earnest  of  a  large  harvest  of  souls  to  be  gathered  into 
the  garner  of  the  Lord  from  amongst  the  enslaved  children 
of  Africa,  by  that  ministry  of  Methodism  which  Mr.  Wesley 
originated. 

Tbe  West  Indian  planter  is  a  greatly  changed  man  when 
his  foot  again  presses  the  soil  of  Antigua.  He  has  not  only 
gained  the  physical  health  he  went  to  seek  in  Europe ;  ha 
has  found  the  pearl  of  great  price.  Once  a  child  of  wrath 
even  as  others,  having  his  portion  in  this  life,  and  caring  for 
nothing  beyond  it,  he  is  now  a  new  creature,  translated  out 
of  the  kingdom  of  darkness  into  the  kingdom  of  God's  dear 
Son ;  a  warm-hearted,  devoted  member  of  the  Methodist 
body. 

Settled  again  on  hia  own  plantation,  he  no  longer  looks 
around  him  with  the  heedlessness  and  indi&'ereiice  ai  icrmac 
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times.  Once,  in  common  nltli  the  men  of  his  class,  he 
identilicd  the  Negroes  who  cultivated  his  lands  with  tho 
monkey  tribee,  aa  mere  goode  and  chattels;  or  aa  being  at 
beat  euch  a.  degenerate  variety  of  the  human  epeciee  as  to 
defy  all  cultivation  of  mind  or  correction  of  morals.  Bat 
old  tbings  have  passed  away,  and  all  things  have  become 
new.  Those  dense  clouds  of  prejudice  with  which  sin  and 
selfishness  had  burdened  his  mind,  have  been  dispelled  by 
the  bright  Sun  of  Bighteousness  shining  upon  his  sotd  ;  and 
DOW  he  regards  the  sable  children  of  toil  around  him  as  men 
and  bretliren, — men  equally  with  himself  heira  of  immortality, 
and  equally  with  himself  interested  in  a  Heavenly  Father's 
loTe,  and  entitled  to  the  blessings  of  redemption.  The  love 
of  Qod  that  has  been  shed  abroad  in  his  heart  is  not  mere 
sentimentality.  It  is  the  loving  active  principle  that  pro- 
duces a  yearning  charity  to  kis  fellow-men.  It  is  like  a  fire 
in  his  bones,  that  will  give  him  no  rest  until  he  makes 
known  to  the  thousands  of  souls  perishing  all  around  him  in 
darkness  and  sin,  and  to  persons  pf  all  shades  of  colour,  that 
glorious  Gospel  which  haa  been  to  himself  the  power  of  God 
to  salvation. 

It  Boon  begins  to  be  whispered  that  there  are  "  strange 
doings  at  Gilbert's."  The  pIa.ntation  is  known  by  the  family 
name.  It  is  observed  that  the  mill  is  not  in  motion,  aud 
there  is  no  amoke  from  the  boiling-house  on  Sunday,  as  there 
■used  to  be.  On  that  day  there  is  no  work  of  any  kind  done 
on  the  plantation.  Wor^e  than  this,  Mr.  Gilbert  is  reported 
to  have  "  gone  mad,  for  he  is  trying  to  teach  religion  to  the 
Segroea;  and  he  might  just  as  well  try  to  turn  his  mules 
and  oxen  into  men,  as  to  make  Christians  out  of  Kegro 
daves." 

Tlie  fact  is  that  the  master  of  Gilbert's,  constrained  by 
the  love  of  Christ,  has  begun  to  do  something  for  the  salva- 
tion of  the  souls  living  and  dying  ail  around  him  in  igno- 
rance and  in  sin.  He  first  of  all  gathers  his  household  for 
domestic  worship;  and  many  of  the  slaves  of  the  estate,  as 
they  can  get  an  opportunity,  crowd  in  on  these  occasions, 
and  manifest  &u  earnest  desire  to  know  something  of  this 
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"new  religrion,"  aa  they  call  it,  of  which  they  have  never 
heard  anything  hefore.  The  two  converted  slaves  baptized 
by  Mr.  Wesley  tell  their  fellow  slaves  of  what  God  has  done 
for  tbem,  and  the  happiness  of  which  they  have  been  made 
partakers  ;  and  in  many  hearts  there  is  awakened  an  intense 
yearnicg  for  instruction  coaceming  the  things  of  God. 
This  deaire,  freely  expressed  by  many  of  these  poor  ignorant 
Negroes,  be  regards  as  a  providential  call  pointing  out  to 
him  the  path  of  Christian  duty.  Regardless  of  what  may 
be  said  or  thought  by  those  around  him,  he  boldly  takes  up 
the  cross ;  and  Sabbath  after  Sabbath  speaks  to  the  assem- 
bled Negroes  of  his  own  plantation  concerning  their  souls,  the 
great  work  of  redemption,  uud  the  things  belonging  to  their 
peace.  And  the  work  grows.  Ibe  staves  from  other  estates 
venture  tremblingly  to  Gilbert's  when  they  can  make  an 
opportunity,  not  quite  sure  that  they  will  not  be  driven 
away  or  punished  ;  but  they  become  more  bold  and  confident 
when  they  find  that  their  presence  gives  no  offence,  but  is 
rather  welcomed,  both  by  Mr.  Gilbert  and  his  people. 
Then  some  of  the  white  people  go  to  see  this  strange  sight, 
— one  of  tlie  leading  men  of  the  island  become  "  a  Negro 
parson,"  After  awhile  the  Sabbath  services  at  Gilbert's 
I  become  an  acknowledged  institution  throughout  the  district 

in  which  the  plantation  is  situated,  and  multitudes  resort 
thither  to  join  in  Christian  worship,  and  receive  instruction 
I  in  the  way  of  life. 

Probably  had  some  person  of  inferior  note  attempted  auch 
an  innovation  upon  the  established  state  of  things  in  the 
I  island,  he  woidd  have  been  indignantly  driven  from  the  land 

by  the  ungodly   and  deeply -prejudiced  slave-holders.     But 
'  God  has  wisely  chosen  the  ri^t  instrument  for  commencing 

I  a  work  pregnant  with  such  grand  residts.     He  bag  laid  His 

I  hand    upon  the  proper  man.      The  religion-haters  of  the 

I  colony  may  scowl,  and  grumble,  and  mutter  viun  protesta- 

tions. Many  of  them  do  so.  But  Mr.  Gilbert  is  beyond 
their  control.  He  occupies  a  position  in  society  which  seta 
r  opposition  at  nought.  Conseijuently  no  active  mea- 
i  taken  to  interfere  with  the  Sabbath  services  at 
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Gilbert's.     In  this  is  seen  and  lecognised  the  all-controIling^ 
Providence  of  God. 

The  work  goes  prosperoualy  on.  First  ona  and  thea 
another  presents  bimsell',  groaning  under  the  burden  of  a 
guilty  conscience,  and  anxious  to  know  what  they  must  do 
to  be  saved.  Tbey  ari;  directed  to  "the  Lamb  of  God,  that 
taketb  away  the  sin  of  the  world,"  and  obtain  peace  with 
God,  and  rejoice  in  the  blessings  of  salvation.  After  the 
lapse  of  a  few  years  there  are  found  upwards  of  two  hundred 
souls,  chiefly  Negro  slaves,  rejoicing  in  a  new  life,  and  in  the 
spiritual  liberty  wherewith  Christ  has  made  them  free. 
They  have  all  been  gathered  into  classes,  after  the  model  of 
English  Methodism  ;  and  many  a  Negro  hut  resounds  with 
the  voice  of  prayer  and  praise,  where,  for  geueratious,  there 
had  been  the  unbroken  stillnesa  of  spiritual  death. 

Dark  and  mysterious  are  the  ways  of  God  !  Mr.  Gilbert 
has  prosecuted  his  unostentatious  career  of  usefulness  until 
he  has  lived  down  all  the  reproach  that  was  cast  upon  him. 
And  the  little  soelety  of  whicti  he  is  the  overseer  has  become 
firmly  established,  when  his  health  again  gives  way.  Many 
tears  and  many  prayers  are  called  forth  when  his  sickness 
becomes  known.  But  after  a  short  illness  he  passes  away 
in  Christian  triumph  to  tbe  realms  of  the  blest,  and  the 
little  flock  of  converted  souls,  who  have  been  brought  to 
Christ  through  his  labours,  are  left  without  a  shepherd. 
Hia  loss  is  greatly  mourned,  for  there  is  none  left  to  take  his 
pla«e,  and  preach,  as  he  had  done,  Sabbath  after  Sabbath,  the 
word  of  life  to  the  poor  enslaved  children  of  Africa,  who  had 
too  much  cause  to  say,  before  he  became  their  instructor  in 
the  things  of  Got),  "No  man  eared  for  my  soul."  Gil- 
bert's, deprived  of  its  master,  has  become  spiritually  a  deso- 
lation. There  is  no  longer  seen  on  the  Sabbath  forenoon  a 
multitude,  clad  in  their  best  and  cleanest  apparel,  going  up 
with  joy  to  the  house  of  prayer.  The  voice  of  the  beloved 
preacher  who  had  proclaimed  to  the  multitude  tbe  glad 
tidings  of  great  joy,  is  silent  in  the  dustj  and  gloom  a 
Borrow  are  in  many  habitations. 

lu  the  absence  of  every  thing  like  pastoral  care  and  oti 
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sight,  it  is  not  snrprUiiig  that  during  the  lapse  of  several 
years  some  of  the  inembtiia  fall  away,  and  classes  which  had 
been  formed  are  broken  up.  But  there  are  tvro  faithful 
Negro  women  who  strive  and  labour  earnestly  to  keep 
together  the  scattering  flock.  Amongst  those  things  which 
their  faithful  instructor  has  often  delighted  to  dwell  upon, 
both  in  his  public  and  private  miniBtratiouB,  was  the  power 
of  prayer;  and  he  continually  urged  them,  as  a  duty  and  a 
privilege,  "in  everything  by  prayer  and  supplication  with 
thanksgiving  to  make  known  their  requests  unto  God." 
These  two  tiaruest  class'leaders  have  not  forgotten  this. 
They  call  to  mind  the  eiamples  he  had  brought  from  the 
Scriptures  to  show  how  God  hears  and  ultimately  answers 
the  prayer  of  faith.  They  remeaiber  what  he  told  tliem  of 
Abraham,  and  Elijah,  and  Daniel,  and  others  who  pleaded 
successfully  with  God ;  and  they  urge  the  people  now,  in 
this  time  of  extremity,  when  God  alone  can  help  tliem,  to 
call  upon  Him  in  prayer.  They  want  a  teacher  to  supply 
the  place  of  Mr.  Gilbert,  and  Bhow  them  the  way  of  the 
Lord.  They  cannot  conceive  Aoao  it  can  be  done,  or  where 
the  man  they  want  is  to  come  from.  But  they  know  that 
nothing  is  too  hard  for  the  Lord.  He  is  all-BufGcient,  and 
can  do  whatsoever  He  pleases  ;  "for  has  not  Massa  Gilbert 
told  them  eo  out  of  the  book  p  " 

"  Let  US  tell  God  about  it."  "  Let  ub  pray  to  we  Saviour, 
as  Mosaa  Gilbert  tell  us.  He  will  find  de  way  to  help  we," 
is  the  continual  eihortation  of  these  two  faithful  unlettered 
women.  And  it  is  not  without  effect.  Although  some  who 
had  been  gathered  in  have  fallen  away,  a  goodly  number  are 
yet  in  earnest  to  "  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come,"  and  save 
their  sonls.  Animated  by  the  zeal  and  faith  of  this  devoted 
couple,  they  frequently  assemble  together  for  prayer. 
Often  are  they  hindered  by  the  aJmost  incessant  toil  exacted 
from  tbem  on  the  estates  to  which  they  belong  as  slaves  ;  yet 
as  many  as  can  get  together  continue  "  instant  in  pra^rer," 
Night  after  night,  whenever  it  is  practicable,  there  is  a 
little  band,  led  on  hy  these  two  faithful  slaves,  pouring  ont 
aimple,  earnest  suppUcation  before  God,  the  burden  of  which 
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is  that  He  will  look  in  pity  upon  their  deatitution,  and  aend 
them  one  like  "Massa  Gilbert,"  to  break  to  them  the  bread 
of  life,  and  help  them  on  ia  the  way  to  heaven.  Yeara  roll 
on,  and  the  answer  comes  not.  But  etill  tbej  pray  and  do 
not  faint.  Greatly  tempted  to  yield  to  diDcauTagement, 
they  call  to  mind  what  the  man  of  Ood  has  often  told 
them,  "  that  the  Lord  eometimes  tries  the  faith  and  patience 
of  His  people  by  keeping  back  for  a  while  the  promised 
blessing  which  He  is  aiire  to  bestow  in  the  end."  Like  the 
woman  of  Canaan,  they  cry  more  earnestly,  "  Lord,  help  ua," 
looking  ont  as  eagerly  ag  did  the  prophet  on  Carmel  for 
the  sign  that  their  prayer  baa  prevailed. 

It  does  prevail.  The  All-mereifnl  One  eannot  turn  a  deaf 
ear  to  importunity  like  this.  It  is  in  the  designs  of  His 
Providence  to  carry  on  a  mighty  work  of  grace  and  salva- 
tion from  this  small  beginning  in  Antigua.  He  tries  the 
faith  of  these  eimple-hearted  supplicants  for  a  long  season  ; 
then  He  sends  them  the  help  they  pray  for.  And  He 
sends  it  in  a  way  that  no  human  wisdom  could  have 
anticipated. 

About  this  time  a  want  is  felt  in  the  dockyard  at 
JEoglish  Harbour.  A  master  shipwright  is  required  to 
superintend  the  workmen  employed  upon  the  ships  of  war 
that  are  brought  thither  for  repairs.  The  skilled  workman 
that  is  needed  is  not  to  be  found  in  Antigua,  In  these  times 
of  war,  operations  are  carried  on  upon  a  large  scale  in  the 
docks  at  English  Harbour,  and  it  is  a  situation  of  con- 
siderable reeponsibihty  that  has  to  be  filled.  The  sceptic 
would  probably  curl  his  lip  in  scorn  at  the  thought ;  but  it 
is  the  pleading  importunity  of  these  poor  praying  slave 
people  at  Gilbert's  that  influences  and  decides  the  filling  up 
of  this  vacant  situation  at  English  Harbour.  Men  often 
unconsciously  fulfil  the  Divine  purposes  when  acting  only 
with  a  regard  to  their  own  convenience.  So  it  is  in  the 
present  case.  There  is  in  the  government  service  at  Chat- 
ham a  subordinate  but  clever  mechanic,  who  through 
Methodist  agency  has  been  won  from  the  world  to  Christ. 
Being  a  man  of  considerahle  intelligence,  and  possessing 
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talents  for  usefulncBs  in  tbe  Cburcb,  he  has  been  appointed 
to  fill  the  offices  of  class-leader  snd  exhorter.  Here  is  the 
choaen  sncccssor  to  tbe  Baintly  Gilbert,  the  man  to  take 
up  his  mantle  and  enter  into  the  evangelical  labours  from 
which  he  has  been  taken  away.  To  him  is  directed  the 
choice  of  those  whose  province  it  ie  to  fill  up  the  vacant 
post  at  English  Harbour.  They  select  him  for  the  post 
because  he  is  an  aceooiplisbed  workman,  and  a  man  of  sober 
and  upright  character.  But  God  has  overruled  the  selec- 
tion in  His  own  unerring  wiadoni ;  and  all  uncoDscious 
of  the  sphere  of  Christian  usefulness  that  is  awaiting  him 
in  Antigua,  John  Baiter  accepts  the  situation,  and  crosses 
"the  Atlantic,  in  direct  opposition  to  the  wishes  of  his 
friends,  to  undertake  the  duties  that  have  been  assigned  to 
him  there. 

Mr.  Baiter  is  a  devoted  man  of  God,  who  for  twelve 
years  has  borne  tbe  reproach  of  Methodism.  He  is  well 
fitted,  both  by  nature  and  grace,  for  the  work  that  lies  before 
him  in  the  service  of  hia  Divine  Master.  It  soon  becomes 
manifest  to  him  that,  in  accepting  the  Government  appoint- 
ment that  was  offered  to  him,  h^  has  been  guided  by  a 
wisdom  higher  than  his  own.  He  has  not  been  many  hours 
upon  the  strange  shores  before  he  'u  informed  of  the  work 
begun  by  Mr.  Gilbert,  and  interrupted  by  his  death.  He 
aooii  finds  out  the  praying  remnant  of  the  scattered  society ; 
and  when  he  begins  to  speak  with  them  of  the  things  of 
God,  they  at  once  reccgnise  in  him  the  man  whom  God  has 
brought  to  them,  in  answer  to  the  many  prayers  they  have 
sent  up  to  Him,  that  fie  would  give  them  a  teacher  to  help 
them  in  finding  the  way  to  heaven. 

Two  days  after  his  arrival,  Mr.  Baxter  begins  to  addren  I 
the  people.  It  is  Saturday  night,  and  only  a  few  of  the  ' 
faithful  members  are  present,  who  for  years  Lave  been  long- 
ing to  hear  again  the  voice  of  a  faithful  preacher  of  the 
word  of  life.  How  are  their  spirits  gladdened!  How 
greatly  is  their  faith  in  God  confirmed,  as  they  listen  once 
more  to  the  joytui  sound,  and  look  upon  the  manly  form  of 
him  whom  God  has  brought  to  their  help!      TWy  haiie 
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Asked  God  to  send  them  a  teacher  of  HU  truth ;  and  (heie 
be  is  before  them,  in  their  eyes  the  embodiment  of  the 
promise  fulfilled,  "  Ask,  and  ye  shall  receive  ! " 

The  news  spreads  rapidly,  "  A  preacher  has  come."  On 
the  nest  day,  heing  the  Sahhath,  some  hundre^E  flock  to 
hear  the  messenger  of  truth.  So  it  is  dmnng  the  following 
week  :  whenever  he  preaches,  he  finds  a  multitude  athirst  for 
the  word.  He  accepts  the  sign,  God  has  brought  him 
here,  in  His  wonder-working  providence,  "  to  preach  the 
Gospel  to  the  poor,  to  heal  the  broken-hearted,  to  preach 
deliverance  to  the  captives,  and  the  opening  of  the  prison 
doora  to  them  that  are  bound."  He  gives  himself  heartily 
to  the  work,  rejoicing  over  many  souls  awakened  and 
made  wise  unto  salvation  through  his  lahoure.  He  does 
not  abandon  or  neglect  the  duties  of  the  secular  ofSce  he 
was  eent  out  to  fulfil.  On  the  contrary,  he  commands  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  is  connected  by 
nncompromising  diligence  and  fidelity.  But  on  the  Sabbath, 
and  very  frequently  on  week  evenings,  he  preaches  to  aniious 
multitudes  the  Gospel  of  salvation, 

He  does  not  labour  in  vain.  His  heart  ia  cheered  by 
glorious  success.  Many  a  dark  mind  is  illuminated  ;  many 
a  sin-hardened  heart  melted  down  into  true  penitence 
under  the  power  of  the  word.  Week  after  week  his  soul  is 
cheered  by  seeing  sinners  converted  from  the  error  of  their 
way.  The  classes  which  had  been  scattered,  are  gathered 
again.  Other  classes  are  formed;  and  the  planters  are  as 
much  astonished  as  the  Jews  were  when  God  through 
Peter  granted  unto  the  Gentiles  repentance  unto  life,  at 
seeing  religion  powerfully  spreading,  and  producing  all  its 
gracious  fruit  amongst  the  llcgro  slaves.  They  have  been 
accustomed  to  look  upon  these  unfortunate  children  of 
oppression  as  no  more  capable  of  religious  instruction  than 
their  cattle  and  their  mules. 

Success  itself  becomes  in  time  a  source  of  embarrassment. 
Soon  after  Mr.  Baxter's  arrival  he  had  written  to  Mr,  Wesley, 
"  The  old  standers  desire  that  I  would  inform  you  that  you 
liave  many  children  in  Anti^a  whom  you  never  saw,"     A 
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year  later  he  writes  :  "  Six  hundred  of  them  (the  Negroes)  ^^H 
have  joined  tbe  Society ;  and  if  using  the  meane  of  grace  be  ^^H 
any  proof,  we  may  conclude  thev  are  in  earneat.     Some  of         ^^^ 


>  may  conclude  they  are  in  earneat.  Some  of 
them  come  three  or  four  mites  after  the  labours  of  the  day, 
that  they  may  he  present  at  eight  o'clock  to  hear  the  word ; 
and  on  Sundays  many  come  nine  or  ten  miles  barefooted  to 
meet  their  claBneB."  Mr.  Baiter  is  in  labours  abundant. 
Every  evening,  after  the  duties  of  the  day  are  oytr,  thia 
devoted  servant  of  Christ  rides  to  one  of  the  plantations, 
where  the  required  permiGHion  has  been  granted,  to  meet 
with  and  preach  to  the  people  there,  and  then  returns  home 
to  be  ready  for  the  secular  duties  of  the  morrow.  The  entire 
Sabbath  ia  devoted  to  ministerial  work.  It  is  very  desirable 
that  a  preacher  be  sent  from  home  to  take  charge  of  the 
growing  church  ;  that,  however,  is  impracticable,  or  the  zeal 
of  John  Wesley  would  have  led  him  favourably  to  respond 
to  the  appeals  addressed  to  him  oa  this  subject. 

Bvit  the  work  is  the  Lord's,  and  Ke  fails  not  to  provide 
for  it.  When  Mr.  Baxter  is  well-nigh  overwhelmed  with 
the  care  of  this  expanding  cause,  another  member  of  the 
Gilbert  family,  or  one  bearing  the  same  name,  ia  sent  to  his 
ud.  A  Mrs.  Gilbert  has  claims  upon  a  plantation  in 
Antigua ;  and  failing  to  receive  her  annuity  regularly,  she  is 
compelled  to  visit  the  West  Indies.  She  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Society  in  England,  when  it  was  a  seot 
everywhere  spoken  against,  and  when  it  required  both  reao- 
lation  and  fortitude  to  be  identified  with  it.  On  her  arrival 
in  Antigua,  she  sees  and  acknowledges  the  hand  of  the  Lord 
in  biinging  her  to  this  far-off  land,  that  she  may  render 
macb-seeded  aid  to  a  faithful  servant  of  hie  Master,  who, 
like  l3Bachar,"is  crouching  down  under  two  burdens,"  either 
of  which  is  quite  sufficient  for  any  man  to  bear.  This 
Christian  lady  enters  cheerfully  and  energetically  into  the 
work,  recognising  the  leadings  of  the  cloud  that  has  con- 
ducted her  to  the  sunny  land.  "Had  the  estate,"  she 
observed,  "  regularly  paid  my  annuity,  I  should  have  rested 
in  my  native  clime,  and  quietly  enjoyed  those  means  of  grace 
vbich  I  so  bighJf  prize;  bat  God  hath  HIb  way  in  ttiB 
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whirlwind.  I  did  not  know  that  He  had  any  thing  for  ma 
to  do  in  His  vineyard,  nor  could  I  Buppose  that  He  would 
nee  bo  mean  an  instrument.  But  my  work  was  provided. 
Immediately  on  my  anival  I  was  called  on  to  supply  those 
defieieneiea  which  the  secular  affairs  of  Mr,  Baiter  rendered 
nuEToidable." 

The  help  thuB  pravidentially  seat  to  Mr.  Baxter  afibrda 
temporary  relief,  but  soon  greatly  increasea  the  trouble 
and  difficulty.  This  Christian  lady  opens  her  house  to  all 
that  will  attend  at  family  prayer  every  day,  and  once  in 
every  week  for  the  reading  of  the  Scriptures.  Both  whites 
and  blacks  attend  in  coosiderable  numbers,  and  a  new  im- 
pulse is  given  to  the  soul-saviug  work.  The  societies 
largely  increase ;  and  the  pressure  of  duty  and  responsibility 
becomes  heavier  than  it  has  ever  been  before.  One  urgent 
application  after  another  is  sent  to  Mr.  Wesley,  But,  though 
earnestly  desirous  of  sending  the  much  required  help,  he  is 
unable  to  do  so.  God,  however,  is  mindful  of  the  work  that 
is  turning  many  to  righteous  a  eas,  and  again  answers  prayer 
in  Ecnding  help  to  those  faithful  labourers.  Driven  by  stress 
of  weather  to  the  shores  of  Antigya,  a  ship  dr  p   h  h 

in  the  harbour,  that  has  on  board  a  Methodist  f  ly  h  nd 
to  the  plantations  in  Virginia.  They  have  b  n  u  u 
pulously  imposed  upon,  and  shamefully  tr  at  d  by  the 
oapt^  ;  so  that  when  the  vessel,  after  tbirte  n  w  k  on 
tention  with  the  elements,  is  compelled  to  put  mto  A  tigua, 
where  the  sufferings  they  have  endured  are  made  known, 
they  are  advised  by  kind  and  sympathizing  friends  whom 
they  meet  amongst  the  Methodists  to  leave  her.  The  same 
Irienda  also  raise  a  subscription  to  pay  for  theu'  passage,  and 
Bet  them  free  from  the  power  of  the  tyrant  into  whose  hands 
they  have  mthappily  fallen.  The  father  of  the  family  is  an 
old  man,  who  has  been  for  eome  years  a  devoted  member  of 
the  Methodist  Society  at  Waterford  in  Irdand.  His  two 
sons,  both  of  them  grown  up  men,  soon  find  employment 
suited  to  their  condition  and  capacities,  one  at  the  dockyard, 
and  the  other  on  a  plontatiun.  The  old  man  displays  gifts 
and  piety  thit  render  him  a.  valuable  helper  to  Mr.  Baxter 


and  Mrg.  Gilbert ;  and,  thus  strengthened,  tbe  work  epreada 
aod  grows  more  and  mare. 

Eight  years  have  elapsed  since  Mr.  Baxter  entered  into 
the  laboura  of  the  lamented  Gilbert.  They  have  been  years 
of  toil  and  anxiety,  and  yet  of  joy  and  triumph.  Every  year 
has  witnessed  cunaiderable  accessions  to  the  number  of  thoaa 
who  have  experienced  the  saving  power  of  Divine  grace.  A 
chapel  has  been  erected  in  the  principal  tonn  of  the  island, 
in  which  a  Large  number  of  all  clashes  in  the  community 
asiembie  every  Sabbath  to  worship  God  and  hear  the  truth 
aa  it  is  in  Jesus.  The  societies,  that  numbered  about  two 
hundred  when  Mr.  Gilbert  was  bo  mysterioualj  tiiken  from 
their  head,  have  now  increased  to  over  two  thousand.  "  I 
find  it  hard  to  tif  sh  and  blood,"  eays  Mr.  Baxter,  in  a  letter 
to  Mr.  Wesley,  "  to  work  all  day  and  then  ride  ten  miles 
into  the  country  at  night  to  preach."  The  need  for  minie- 
terial  help  has  become  almost  overwhelming.  Neither  Mr. 
Baxter,  who  has  taken  to  himself  a  wife  that  is  a  true  help- 
meet, nor  Mrs.  Gilbert,  who  devotes  all  her  tiaie  and  energies 
to  the  cause,  can  hope  to  hold  out  long  under  this  severe 
and  continually  increasing  pressure.  There  seems  to  be 
no  help  in  man.  Even  the  large  warm  heart  of  John 
Wesley  fails  them  ;  for,  in  tbe  multiphcity  of  his  labours  and 
the  advancing  infirmities  of  age,  he  can  find  no  means  of 
furnishing  tbe  aid  he  earnestly  desires  to  atford  to  the  Kttle 
Meihodist  flock  in  the  isles  of  the  sea. 

But  it  ia  now  remembered  how  prayer  once  before  moved 
the  Lord's  hand  to  send  help  in  the  time  of  need.  Wben 
the  society  was  scattered  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Gilbert,  the 
earnist  intercessions  of  a  faithful  few  prevailed  with  God, 
and  Ue  took  a  man  from  the  dockyard  at  Chatham,  and 
brought  him  to  the  bereaved  flock,  to  become  their 
pastor  and  instructor  in  Divine  things.  "  The  Lord's  arm 
is  not  shortened,  neither  is  His  ear  heavy."  He  can  find 
tbe  means  of  supplying  their  great  want.  All  along  Mr. 
Baiter  and  Mrs.  Gilbert  have  been  praying  that  some 
faithful  labourers  might  be  sent  to  assist  them  in  the  great 
work.     But  now  tha  whole  church  is  stirred  up  with  them- 
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i  to  more  special  pleading  with  God  on  this  behalf. 
Week  after  week  meetings  are  held  in  the  chapel  and  on  the 
plantations  for  this  purpose  ;  and  God  ia  earnestly  entreated 
to  Keiid  forth  labourers  into  this  field,  where  the  harvest  is 
filreadj  great. 

They  do  not  pray  in  vain.  Am  in  the  former  instance, 
prajer  is  heard  and  answered,  and  in  a  way  that  wondroualy 
displays  the  all- pre  vailing,  all  controlling  providence  of 
God ;  showing  bon  He  who  bears  the  prayers  of  the  faithful 
has  "  His  way  in  the  whirlwind,"  "  riding  upon  the  beavens 
in  their  help,  and  in  His  exeelleccj  on  the  aky." 

It  ia  in  the  autunan  of  ITSU, — when  for  several  years 
earnest  and  united  prayer  has  heen  going  up  to  heaven, 
from  the  widely  scattered  societies  in  Antigua,  that 
God  would  send  tbem  ministers  to  meet  the  demands 
for  instruction  of  the  scattered  and  increasing  coigrega- 
tioDS, — that  Dr.  Coke  embaj'ks  at  Gravesend  with  a  band  of 
Missionaries.  The  three  companions  of  the  good  Doctor 
are  Messrs.  Warrener,  Hammett,  and  Clarke.  They  are 
bound  to  Noya  Scotia ;  where  a  Wisleyan  Mission  has  been 
commenced,  and  a  reinforcement  of  missionary  labourers  is 
required  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  growing  work.  Ap- 
pointed by  the  Conference  to  go  to  British  North  America, 
they  base  no  thought  about  the  West  Indies  and  the 
praying  people  there ;  nor  have  they  the  slightest  especta- 
tion  of  ever  visiting  those  sunny  regions  of  the  West. 
Bat  "the  steps  of  good  men  are  ordered  by  the  Lord  ;"  and 
He  directs  and  overrules  all  human  events  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  His  own  wise  purposes.  There  are  prayers 
registered  in  heaven  which  are  to  influence  their  movements, 
and  give  their  voyage  a  direction  altogether  unexpected. 

On  the  24th  of  September  the  missionary  band  join  the  ship 
which  ia  to  be  much  longer  than  they  anticipated  their 
home  upon  the  deep ;  and  they  commence  their  voyage 
under  circumstances  not  the  most  auspicious.  Their  course 
down  the  Channel  is  both  rough  and  dangarous.  A  storm  of 
unusual  severity  and  duration  assails  the  vsssel,  during  which 
their  safety  ia  imperilled  by  collision  with  a  stoop  ;  and  thej 
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eieo  narrowly  escape  tlie  dnnger  of  being  run  down  by  a       ^^H 
large  frigate,  driven   by  the    tury   of  the   tempest  across       ^^H 
their  path.     Bettered  and  to^eed  about  for  many  daye  at  the 
mercy  of  the  elements,  it  is  not  until  the  end  of  the  third 
week  that  they  are  able  to  pass  the  Land's  End,  and  fairly 
stretch  oat  into  the  wide  and  augry  Atlantic. 

£ut  this  is  only  the  beginning  of  sorrows  to  the  tempest- 
tOBsed  voyagers.  They  encounter  a  euccession  of  fierce 
gales  day  afcer  day,  causing  the  waters  to  rise  and  swell  into 
waves  of  mountainous  dimensions,  and  driving  them  far  out 
of  the  course  they  want  to  pursue.  After  nine  weeks  of  this 
rough  kind  of  life  a  greater  peril  threatens  theni,  for  the 
ship  is  found  to  have  sprang  a  dangerous  leak ;  and  it  is 
■with  difficulty  the  water  can  be  kept  under  by  the  constant 
use  of  the  pumps.     Before  efTectual  measures  can  be  adopted 

I  to  remedy  this  evil,  a  fierco  whii'ling  tempest,  worse  than 
anything  they  have  encountered  before,  comes  upon  them, 

I  and  the  vessel  is  in  imminent  danger  of  foundering.  Axes 
are  in  readiness  to  cut  away  the  masts,  and  both  crew  and 
passengers  feel  that  there  is  but  a  step  between  them  and 
eternity.  Great  are  the  searchicga  of  heart  which  these 
continuous  perils  cause  in  tlie  missionary  band.  But  they 
know  in  whom  they  have  believed ;  and,  raised  above  all 
aniious  fear,  they  feel,  with  the  Apostle,  "  For  me  to  live  is 

I      Christ,  to  die  is  gain." 

It  is  one  of  the  aggravations  of  their  condition  that  the 
commander  of  the  vessel  that  is  bearing  them  over  the  sea 
is,  like  too  many  more  of  his  class,  ignorant,  surly,  and  brutal, 
and  the  slave  of  a  vulgar  superstition.      Owing  probably 

.'  to  a  misunderstanding  of  Jonah's  history,  the  super- 
stitious notion  is  held  by  many  whose  business  leads  them 
to  go  down  to  the  sea  in  ships,  that  the  presence  of  a 
minister  of  religion  on  board  brings  bad  luck  to  a  ship's 
crew.  The  captain  is  one  of  these,  and  every  disaster  that 
occurs  on  the  voyage  is  by  him  attributed  to  the  infiuence  of 
the  missionaries  on  board  the  vessel.  From  the  beginning 
he  has  looked  with  a  strong  feeling  of  dislike  upon  these 

■    mm  of  God ;  and  every  fresh  trouble  that  occurs  adds  to  tho 
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gloom  and  surliness  of  hia  dispoBition.  The  more  they  pray 
the  worse  becomes  the  neather,  in  the  captain's  opinion, 
and  the  greater  the  danger  to  the  ship.  At  length  the  brute 
in  him  hecomes  fo  thoroughly  aroused  that  he  is  on  the 
point  of  imitating  the  conduct  of  the  mariners  in  the  case  of 
Jonah,  by  throwing  Dr.  Coke  overboard,  to  propitiate  the 
angry  spirits  of  the  dfep.  Though  restrained  from  proceed- 
ing to  this  extremity,  ho  a.=sails  the  Doctor  with  personal 
violence,  administmrg  sundry  cuffs  and  kioka;  and  in  his 
irenzy  seizing  upon  some  of  the  books  and  papers  that  over- 
spread the  fable  in  tbe  Doeter'a  cabin,  and  hurling  them 
into  the  sea.  These  surly  humours  and  proceedinsa  of  the 
captain  do  not  by  any  means  add  to  the  comfort  of  the 
missionary  travellers;  but  they  endure  them  patiently,  as 
ihey  do  the  other  evils  and  discomforts  of  a  miserabid 
voyage,  r<'joicing  that  they  are  nob  only  called  to  believe  oiv 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  hut  also  to  suffer  for  Hia  sake. 

The  captain's  ebullitiona  of  violent  temper  bring  no- 
improvement  of  the  weather.  For  siity-eigbt  days,  with 
scarcely  any  intermission,  they  have  been  driven  about  by 
the  fury  of  the  elements,  often  at  their  wits'  end,  and  seem- 
ingly ready  to  perish.  As  yet  there  is  no  improvement.  On 
the  siity-ninth  day  they  are  in  the  midst  of  a  violent 
hurricane.  The  ship  is  thrown  on  her  beam  ends,  and  the 
passengers  are  crying  out,  "  Pray  for  us,  Doctor,  for  we  are  just 
gone."  But  the  Lord  interposes,  as  He  has  done  many  times 
before,  when  they  seemed  to  be  in  the  last  extremity,  and  by  the- 
hlowing  away  of  the  sails  the  phip  is  relieved  from  her  immi- 
nent danger ;  and  they  drive  before  the  terrible  gale  with  bare 
spars,  until  its  violence  has  in  some  decree  expended  itself. 
The  provisions  are  now  getting  low,  and  the  water  supply  is 
beginning  to  fail;  for  it  wills. 'on  be  three  months  since  they 
left  the  Thames.  Kor  ia  tliere  the  slightest  proepeot  of  a 
favourable  change  m  thu  weather. 

In  these  circumstances  tlie  captain  summons  a  sort  of 
council  from  amongst  the  passengers  to  consider  what  ia  best 
to  be  done.  The  ship  is  in  bad  condition  and  very  leaky, 
owing  to  her  fierce  and  protracted  conflict  with  the  elements ; 
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and  he  expresses  it  as  hU  opinion  that  it  is  hopeless  to        ^^H 
attempt  to  reach  Halifax  in  the  face  of  such  Btormy  weather        ^^| 
as  they  have  eueoimtered  for  so  maDy  weeks ;  and  even  with 
fine  weather  the   provisions  would  not   hold  out  for   the 
voyage.     With  one  consent  it  is  determined,  as  that  which 

I       seems  to  he  most  practicable,  to  give  up  the  attempt  to 

I  reach  Nova  Scotia,  and  shape  their  course  to  the  West 
Indies.  The  sails  are  altered  accordingly  ;  they  direct  their 
course  in  a  more  southerly  direction ;  and  a  few  days  suffice 
to  carry  them  out  of  the  region  of  storms  and  tempests.  A 
clear  blue  sky  is  now  above  them,  and  the  water  ia  com- 
paratively smooth.  A  favourable  breeze  bears  them  swiftly 
on  their  course.  The  cold  chills  of  winter  speedily  change 
to  a  balmy  summer  tem])erature.  A  tropical  bird  hovers 
about  the  ship  ;  and  after  the  lapse  of  eleven  days,  from  the 

'  time  they  turned  their  vessel's  prow  towards  the  "West  Indies, 
they  discover  land.     It  proves  to  be  the  island  of  Antigua, 

I  and  early  in  the  moriiing  of  the  25tb  of  December,  to  the 
great  joy  of  all  on  hoard,  they  find  themselves  in  the  pltasant 
land-enclosed  harbour  of  St,  Johu. 

As  soon  as  the  anchor  is  dropped  Dr.  Coke  and  his 
companions  go  ashore,  with  the  view  of  inquiring  for  Mr. 
Baiter ;  of  whose  labours  and  successes  in  Antigua  Dr.  Coke 
is  not  entirely  ignorant.  In  passing  along  the  street  from 
the  landing  place  one  of  the  first  persons  they  fall  in  with 
ia  Mr,  Baxter  himself,  on  his  way  to  the  chapel  to 
celebrate  the  public  services  of  the  Christmas  festival.  The 
joy  of  the  meeting  ia  great  on  both  sides,  though  for  widely 
diiQerent  reasons.  Dr  Coke  and  his  fellovr-voyagers 
rejoice  that  they  have  been  thus  graciously  delivered  from 
the  perils  of  the  sea.  With  Mr.  Baiter  there  is  joy  that 
God  has  answered  prayer  and  sent  the  help  so  long  desired. 
Upon  the  Doctor  devolve  the  services  of  the  day.  Thrice  to 
large  and  attentive  audiences  docs  he  gladly  hold  forth  the 
word  of  life,  and  declare  the  wonders  of  that  love  of  God 
which  spared  not  His  own  Son,  but  delivered  Him  up  for 


But  who  shall  describe  the  gladness  of  the  peoplt 
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the  coDfirmation  given  to  their  faith  in  God  by  this  impreasiTO- 
Bud  wonderful  answer  to  their  prayers  ?  For  nioatha — for 
years — they  have  been  pleading  with  God  in  earnest  suppli- 
cation that,  as  He  atat  Mr.  Baxter  to  their  aid  when  they 
prayed  so  earnestly  in  that  behalf,  no  now  He  would  by  some 
means,  not  difficult  to  heacenly  Wisdom  to  discover,  send 
them  ministera  to  be  their  iustruotora  and  guides  in  the  way 
of  life.  And  lo !  the  answer  has  come !  While  they  have 
been  praying,  God  has  heard  them,  aiid  in  His  own  wise  and 
peri'ect  way  has  been  working  for  them,  and  giving  such  a 
direction  to  passing  events  as  to  fulfil  the  desire  of  their 
hearts.  There  they  are ;  the  very  men  they  have  wanted  ! 
the  very  men  they  have  prayed  for !  brought  contrary  to 
their  own  wishes,  and  in  opposition  to  their  most  strenuous 
efforts,  across  the  hroad  stormy  ocean  to  Antigua ;  faithful 
ministers  of  the  Gospel  of  peace  !  What  a  wonderful  proof 
IB  this  of  the  power  of  prayer,  and  what  an  encouragement  in 
'  every  tiling  to  make  known  their  wishes  unto  God!  Prayer 
has  raised  up  the  stormy  wind,  and  lashed  the  ocean  waves  into 
fury,  to  drive  these  men  of  God  far  from  their  intended 
course,  and  bring  them  to  a  strange  land,  a  land  altogether 
far  from  their  thoughts,  there  to  find  a  people  prepared  of  the 
Lord  for  their  evangelical  labours,  and  to  gather,  in  an  unex- 
pected field,  a  precious  harvest  of  immortal  bouIs. 

Nor  do  the  missionary  band  fail  to  consider  the  works  of 
the  Lord  and  regard  the  operation  of  His  hands.  When 
they  look  at  the  work  of  the  Lord  that  for  twenty-six  years 
has  been  going  on  in  the  colony,  first  through  the  labours  of 
Mr.  Gilbert,  and  then  through  the  agency  of  Mr.  Easter; 
when  they  observe  the  proportions  to  which  it  has  grown, 
and  learn  how  for  several  years  the  people  have  been  be- 
sieging the  throne  of  grace  with  prayer  that  He  would  send 
them  the  help  they  cannot  obtain  from  man;  they  see 
clearly  the  hand  of  the  Lord  in  all  that  has  befalhn  them. 
la  answer  to  the  prayers  of  the  earnest,  simple  people  in 
Antigua,  He  has  commissioned  the  fierce  storm  and  tempest 
to  assail  them  on  tlieir  way,  and  thus  render  it  impracticable 
for  them  to  reach  the  country  to  which  they  were  bound. 
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While  their  lives  have  been  precious  in  Hia  sight,  and  He 
has  preserved  them  in  the  manifold  perils  of  bhelr  protracted 
voyage,  He  has  driven  them  awaj  from  their  intended 
course,  and  brought  them,  "  hy  a  way  they  knew  not,  and 
by  a  path  they  have  not  known,"  to  the  very  island,  and 
into  the  very  port,  where  there  is  a  people  prepared  of  the 
tiord,  and  hungering  for  that  bread  of  life  which  they  can 
break  unto  tliem.  Their  own  purposes  and  wishes  havo 
been  overruled  and  baffled,  and  they  have  been  gaided 
through  the  darkness  and  the  danger  by  a  wisdom  superior 
to  their  own. 

The  idea  of  proceeding  to  Nova  Scotia  ia  at  onoe  aban- 
doned hy  the  miBsionaries.  Her*  ia  a  field  open  to  them  ; 
and  it  is  surely  the  baud  of  the  Lord  tliat  has  guided  their 
CMurse  hither.  The  cloud  of  Divine  Providence  has  so  mani- 
festly led  the  way,  that  they  at  once  resolve  to  accept  and 
enter  upon  the  work  which  lies  before  theai.  Apart  from 
the  white  population,  there  are  in  the  several  ialitnds  that 
pertain  to  the  British  crown  at  least  a  million  in  whose 
veins  flows  the  blood  of  Africa,  from  the  fair  Mestafina,  only 
one-sixteenth  black,  or  the  olive  Quadroon,  to  the  jetty,  fnll- 
Wooded  Negroes,  stolen  by  thoQsauds  from  their  own  aun- 
bumt  shores  to  till  the  lands  of  the  atranger.  And  for  the 
bouIh  of  all  these  multitudes  no  man  cares.  Classed  with 
the  unintelligent  brute,  they  are  by  their  owners,  and  by 
those  to  whom  their  owners  look  as  religious  instructors, 
shut  out,  so  far  as  man  can  do  it,  from  the  blessings  of 
redemption,  and  left,  without  au  effort  to  save  them,  to  perish 
in  their  sins.  Here  is  the  work  to  which  the  Lord  has 
called  them.  The  results  of  Mr.  Gilbert's  and  Mr.  Basttr'a 
labours  have  demons t rated,  not  only  that  the  black  man  has 
a  soul  that  is  capable  of  being  saved  equally  with  that  of  the 
man  of  fairer  hue,  but  that  he  ii  also  capable  of  exhibiting 
in  hia  life  and  conversation  all  the  heavenly  dispositions,  and 
&11  the  exalted  graces  and  beauties,  of  Christian  faaliness. 
Here,  therefore,  it  is  resolved  that  they  shall  stay,  and  toil 
in  the  field  which  God  has  opened  to  them  ready  for  a 
glorious  harvest. 


I 
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By  this  opportune  arrival  of  the  mission ariea,  not  only 
IB  Antigua  supplied  mitli  the  pastoral  help  it  needed  so 
much,  hut  provision  is  made  for  the  eitension  of  tha  work  to 
parts  of  the  West  Indies.  St.  Vincent,  Dominica,  St. 
Eustatius,  St.  Kitt's,  Jamaica,  soon  receive  the  Gospel, 
carried  thither  bv  Wesleyan  mission aries ;  and  ultimately 
this  work  of  Ood  extends  over  all  the  islands  under  the 
Sritieh  crown.  Other  miesionaries  are  sent  out  as  the 
Bpri'ading;  work  demanda  their  serviees.  Mr.  Baxter  sees  it 
his  duty  to  give  up  the  !uBra.tive  situatiou  held  by  him  in  the 
dockyard,  and  devote  himself  to  the  full  miBsiunary  work. 
And  many  souls,  rescued  from  darkneBS  and  sin,  pasa  atvay 
to  the  skies,  to  swell  the  great  multitude  before  the  throne 
frathered  out  of  every  nation  and  people  and  kindred  and 
tongue. 

"  See  how  grent  a  flame  aiipircH, 

Kindled  bj  a  spark  oi  grace  !  " 

How  little  did  Mr.  Gilbert  dream,  when  he  first  stood  up 
with  fear  and  trembling  to  speak  to  a  few  of  liis  own  family 
and  dependents  about  the  common  salvation,  of  the  extent 
to  which  the  work  he  was  commencing  would  grow. 
Little  did  he  suppose  that  he  was  laying  the  foundation  of  a 
Mission  destined  to  prosper,  until  churches  should  be  planted 
in  all  the  islands  of  the  Caribbean  Sea,  and  tens  of  thousands 
of  souls,  recovered  by  the  instrumentality  of  the  preached 
word,  should  be  made  meet  for  the  iuheritance  of  the  saints 
in  light.  And  far,  very  far,  was  it  from  his  thoughts,  that 
in  jutroducing  to  the  Wistem  Archipelago  the  Gospel  as 
known  and  preached  by  the  Methodists,  he  waa  lighting  up 
a  Same  that  would  ultimately  melt  the  chains  of  the  slave, 
break  up  the  power  of  the  oppressor,  and  utterly  aboliah 
the  horrible  system  which  makes  merchandise  of  the  sould 
and  bodies  of  men  ;  thus  wipini^  off  the  foulest  blot  that  ever 
stained  the  escutcheon  of  Christian  Britain.  Yet  so  it  waa. 
ill.  Gilbert,  the  planttr  and  slave-holder,  was  God's  chosen 
instrument  to  initiate  a  work  of  grace  and  salvation  that 
has  brout;ht  peace  and  joy  and  hope  into  thousands  of 
families,  saved  a  multitude  of  souls,  and  proclaimed  liberty  to 
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those  who,  held  in  slavery  under  the  British  flag,  were 
groaning  under  the  lash  and  plundered  of  all  that  is  dear  to 
man. 

For  more  than  a  century  the  work  of  God  through 
Methodist  agency  has  now  heen  going  on  in  the  western 
isles  of  the  sea,  unchecked  hy  oppressive  and  persecuting 
laws,  or  hy  the  frequent  imprisonment  of  missionaries,  or  the 
brutal  violence  of  mobs ;  and  numerous  churches  have  grown 
up,  against  which  the  gates  of  hell  have  not  prevailed.  The 
Wesleyan  Mission  has  had  its  martyrs  too,  who  have  died 
under  the  whip  or  through  cruel  imprisonment,  and  it  has 
rejoiced  in  examples  of  Christian  heroism  and  devotedness 
to  God  worthy  of  apostolic  times.  May  the  word 
of  the  Lord  have  free  course  and  he  glorified,  until  all  the 
Isles  of  the  sea,  and  all  the  continents  of  the  earth,  shall 
hear  the  life-giving  sound,  and  the  world  be  full  of  the 
knowledge  of  the  Lord  as  the  waters  cover  the  seal 
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THE  FAMINE  OF  THE  WOED. 

Bad  are  the  Borrows  that  otteatimes  come, 

Heav^  and  doll,  and  litiglitine  and  chiU, 
SbntliDg  tbe  light  fiom  our  heart  and  our  home. 

Marring  our  hopes  and  defying  oar  will. 
But  let  QB  not  Bink  heneath  Ihe  woe — 

'Ti9  well,  perchsjice,  we  are  tried  and  bowed ; 
For  be  eure  thongh  we  may  not  oft  see  it  below, 

"  There's  a  silvery  lining  to  every  olond." 

Eliz*  Cook, 

fBE  eje  that  Burreys  J&muca  irom  tbe  sea,  r^sts  apoit 
a.  scene  of  surpassing'  grandeur.  Clothed  with  peren- 
nial verdure,  the  range  of  mountains  extending  from 
east  to  weet  forms  the  great  backbone  of  the  island. 
Sloping  gradually  to  the  sea  on  either  side,  they  tower  to 
the  clouds,  in  which  their  summits  are  frequently  shrouded  ; 
while  at  other  times  their  perfect  outline,  strongly  marked 
^;ainst  the  clear,  cloudless  azure  of  a  tropical  sky,  and  eeen 
through  a  calm,  pellucid  atmosphere,  from  a  distance  of  forty 
or  fifty  miles,  exhibits  that  beautiful,  eoft,  dark-blue  appear- 
ance  which  secured  for  them  the  designation  of  "  the  Blue 
Mountains."  From  the  vast  reservoirs  which  these  majestic 
mountains  embosom  flow  innumerable  streams,  often  seen 
winding,  like  a  silver  thread,  through  the  deep  ravines, 
tmtil  their  waters  unite  in  a  river  of  considerable  magnitude, 
imparting  unbounded  fertility  to  the  soil,  and  producing  a 
luxuriance  of  vegetable  life  of  which  the  denizens  of  more 
temperate  zones  can  scarc(;ly  form  an  adequate  conception. 
And  it  is  always  so.  In  these  regions,  where  the  icy  grasp 
of  winter  is  unknown,  and  the  evergreen  cocoa-nut  and  cab- 
ba^-paims  exiuhit  their  lofty  plumee  in  unchanging  beauty. 
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■ud  the  paroquet  and  tiny  humming-bird  flit  about,  where 
little  change  of  temperature  is  experienced  froin  .Taouaiy  to 
December,  we  find  the  type  of  that  better  land, — that  uncor- 
rupted  paradise, — 

"  Where  everlftfting  spring  abides. 
And  never- witbering  SoverE." 

We  eball  scarcely  And  on  earth  a  region  more  beauteous. 
But  where  ahall  we  find  a  land  more  deeply  stamed  with 
crime  ?  Within  these  lovely  shores,  which  might  serve  to 
furnish  the  poet's  description  of  the  natural  beauties  and 
glories  fitted  fomn  sinning  man,  the  foul  demons  of  oppression 
and  persecution  took  up  their  abode,  produciug,  during  more 
than  three  centuries  of  grievous  wrong,  scenes  of  cruelty 
and  woe  over  which  angels  might  drop  the  pitying  tear.^ 
From  the  unknown  graves  of  slaughtered  Indians,  from 
whole  hecatombs  of  mangled,  murdered  slaves,  and  from 
many  a  loathsome  cell,  which  has  echoed  to  the  sighx  and 
prayers  of  persecuted  and  imprisoned  Missionaries  of  the 
Cross,  a  voice  has  long  been  going  up,  and  entering  into  the 
ears  of  the  Lord  God  of  Sahaoth,  against  that  land  of  beauty 
and  of  blood, — that  abode  of  nature's  grandeur  and  man's 
depravity, — as  rivalling  in  guiltinesa  the  blighted  valley  of 
Siddim,  or  the  desolated  plain  whereon  once  i^tood,  in  peer- 
less strength  and  magnificence,  the  proud  and  polluted 
Babylon  that  the  Lord  overthrew  in  Hie  wrath. 

The  unfortunate  Indians,  who  for  ages  possessed  the  soil 
before  the  foot  of  the  European  invader  touched  the  land, 
have  long  since  been  swept  away  by  fraud,  lust,  and  cruelty. 
No  traces  of  their  existence  remain,  except  the  bones  of 
the  murdered  victims,  and  fragments  of  rude  pottery, 
sometimes  accidentally  discovered  iu  the  almost  inaeeessible 
oaves  of  the  interior,  or  the  wild,  wave-beaten  caverns  of  the 
sea-shore.  But  the  blood- stained  system  of  slavery  has  long 
been  in  operation  here,  absorbing  and  devouring  cargo  after 
cargo  of  the  unhappy  children  of  Africa,  and  sending  tbi 
sands  after  thousands  to  a  premature,  and  often  to  a  bloody, 
grave.     As  yet  the  philanthropy  of  Britain  has  not  grown 
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Btrong  enough  to  put  down  tlie  revolting  traffic  in  redeemed 
and  immortal  human  beings  ;  and  all  the  horrors  of  the 
middle  passage  continue  without  mitigation  or  check. 
Large  numbers  of  Negroes  aunuallj  disappear  under  the 
wasting  labour  of  the  plantations,  and  the  dread  torture  of 
the  lash.  Still  they  come;  for  "it  is  cheaper  to  buy  than 
to  breed;"  and  the  used-up,  forgotten  multitudes,  for- 
gotten by  all  but  a  just  and  holy  God,  are  replaced  by  the 
man-stealer  from  the  burning,  plundered  towns  and  villages 
of  Africa.  Father  of  mi^rcies  !  what  sad  doings  of  wasting 
and  oppression  are  here '.  What  thousands  of  despairing, 
bleeding,  broken  hearts  ara  here !  What  scenes  of  life-long 
misery  and  agony  are  here  !     The  land  is  full  of  blood ! 

And  shall  not  the  Lord  visit  for  these  things  ?  Tes,  He 
has  visited ;  but  it  is  in  mercy,  not  in  judgment  !  The 
missionary  is  here.  God  has  sent,  not  the  sword,  nor 
the  pestilence,  hut  the  herald  of  peace.  And  influences 
are  at  work  within  these  ehnres  destined,  with  unfailing 
certainty,  to  undermine  and  overthrow  that  monstrous  ays- 
tern  of  oppression  and  wrong,  upon  which  the  sainted 
Wesley  inscribed  a  just  sentence  of  condemnation  and  ruin, 
when  he  branded  it  as  "  the  execrable  sum  of  all  villanies." 
Brought  to  these  elavery-eursed  islands,  without  any  pur- 
pose or  design  of  his  own,  and  under  cireumetancaa 
clearly  indicating  the  finger  of  God,  the  missionary  for  nearly 
twenty  years  has  been  pursuing  his  hallowed  toil  within 
these  shores.  But  it  is  in  the  face  of  reproach  and  persecu- 
tion, such  as  might  well  diecourage  one  not  sustained  by  the 
cheering  and  elevating  conviction  that  heis  doing  the  Lord's 
work ;  and  doing  it  in  the  Lord's  strength,  and  not 
his  own.  Nor  is  it  surprising  that  the  man  of  God,  the 
delegate  of  heaven,  meets  with  scorn  and  persecution  at  the 
hands  of  men  interested  in  the  perpetuation  of  an 
atrocious  system,  by  which  more  than  three  hundred  thou- 
sand human  beings  are  plundered  of  all  human  rights,  and 
debased  into  chattels,  brutes,  and  things.  Between  such  a 
I  system  and  the  blessed  Goepel,  of  which  he  is  the  minister, 
:here  is  the  essential  and  irrepressible  antagonism  that  has 
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ever  existeiJ,  and  tnugt  always  exist,  between  light  and  dark- 
DEBS,  H.Dd  right  and  wrong.  To  the  upholders  of  that  b;e- 
tem  of  onrighteousneEs  and  oppreBsion,  the  miaaionary,  with 
the  New  Testament  in  his  hand,  lauet  needa  be  an  object  of 
dread  and  diahke.  They  haie  an  intuitive  fear  that  their 
wicked  craft  will  be  endangered,  if  they  Buffer  the  lig-ht  of 
Qod'e  holy  word  to  reach  their  elaves.  Hence,  from  the 
beginning,  the  miaaioiiarics  have  encountered  fierce  and 
malignant  opposition.  But  God  is  stronger  than  men. 
These  enemies  of  truth  and  rigbteouBneas,  thoutrh  as  yet 
they  know  it  not,  have  entered  upon  a  conflict  with 
almighty  power,  before  whieh  British  colonial  slavery  and 
its  upholders  are  destined  to  be  swept  away. 

There  stands  in  the  centre  of  Kingston,  the  commercial 
capital  of  this  large  and  lovely  island,  a  commodious  place  of 
worship,  with  a  missionaries'  residence  under  the  same  roof. 
It  was  originally  the  mansion  of  one  of  the  city  magnates. 
Partly  through  the  contributiona  obtained  by  Dr.  Coke  in 
Unglend  and  iu  the  island,  and  partly  out  of  his  own  private 
fortune,  which  was  never  spared  in  God's  cause,  thie  con- 
venitnt  locality,  with  the  buildliiga  upon  it,  has  been  secured 
for  the  misyion  service,  and  adapted  to  the  two-fold  purpose 
it  is  required  to  serve.  The  ground  floor  lumisbes  ample 
accommodation  for  a  large  family,  with  an  extensive  baud- 
room  attached.  The  upper  part  forms  a  commodious  chapel, 
having  a  low  gallery  running  partly  around  it.  When 
pletely  filled,  this  sanctuary  receives  fifteen  hundred  or  sis- 
teen  hundred  persons  ;  while  the  band-room,  from  which  a 
broad  staircase  affords  acoeaa  to  the  chapel,  and  a  view  of  the 
pnlpit  and  the  preacher,  will  allow  three  hundred  more  from 
below  to  listen  to  the  word  of  life. 

God  has  hallowed  this  spot  by  making  it  the  birth-place 
of  many  souls.  Through  His  blessing  on  His  truth,  nearly 
sii  hundred,  in  addition  to  those  who  have  passed  away  to 
join  the  assembly  before  the  throne,  have  been  bom  to  glory 
here,  and  now  form  a  flourishing  and  increasing  Church. 
Many  of  these  arc  free  coloured  and  black  people,  foimeiVY 
sadlr   debased  by  igooranee  and  vice.     But  not  a  tew 
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slaves,  vho,  whilst  wearing  the  chains  of  an  earthly  owner, 
and  degraded  into  chattels,  have  been  hroaght,  through  the 
mighty  energy  of  the  Gospel,  into  spiritual  liberty,  and 
elevated  to  the  dignity  of  children  and  heirs  of  God.  The 
hlesscd  work  still  goes  on  ;  and  souls,  made  wise  unto  salva- 
tion through  faith  in  the  cruei&ed  One,  are  being  continually 
added  to  the  Church. 

When  God  works  in  ^a^ing  men,  Satan  rages;  and  his 
agents  also  heeome  active  to  binder  or  destroy  the  truth. 
Attempts  have  already  been  made  hy  the  legislative  authori- 
ties, who  are  all  slave-holders,  to  place  insuperable  barriers 
in  the  way  of  the  instruction  of  the  Negroes,  and  harass 
their  teachers,  and,  if  possible,  drive  them  from  tlie  land- 
But  the  vigilance  of  Dr.  Coke,  and  the  tolerant  spirit 
prevailing  in  his  majesty's  councils,  have  hitherto  rendered 
these  efforts  abortive,  or  prevented  them  from  producing 
more  than  temporary  emhairasament  and  injury;  inasmuch 
AS  the  intolerant  enactments  of  the  local  legislature  have  been 
uniformly  diaallowed  by  the  home  government. 

But  during  the  time  these  persecuting  laws  were  suffered 
to  come  into  operation,  pending  the  decision  of  the  imperial 
government  concerning  them,  several  missionaries  have 
experienced  the  rigours  of  a  Jamaica  gaol :  and  some  of  them, 
with  health  broken  by  persecution,  or  to  avoid  the  penalty 
of  perpetual  imprisonment  incurred  by  preaching  to 
congregations  comprising  slaves,  have  been  compelled  to 
depart  from  the  colony.  Mob  violence  has  also  done  its 
evil  work.  But  that  has  been  considerably  checked  by  a 
startling  event,  which,  for  a  season,  made  a  powerful  impres- 
sion on  many  thoughtless  minds,  A  fierce  opposer  of  the 
missionaries,  named  Taylor,  notorious  for  his  profaneness 
and  profligate  habits,  made  eevera]  unsuccessful  attempts  to 
break  up  the  congregation,  and  icjure  the  preacher.  At 
this  time,  the  chapel  not  having  as  yet  been  obtained,  the 
people  were  accustomed  to  assemble  in  a  private  house  in 
the  loner  part  of  the  city,  which  could  contain  only  a 
small  portion  of  those  who  flocked  to  hear  the  truth. 
Manj;  tberelore,  were  compelled  to  lit  oi  &^a&&  botk  m  i^ 
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front  and  at  the  back  of  the  premises.  The  persecutor  having, 
one  evening,  viith  his  vicioaa  companions,  been  foiled  in  the 
attempt  to  break  up  the  meeting  and  hinder  the  service 
from  going  on,  took  his  depftrtore,  giving  utterance  to  a. 
profane  oath  that  he  would  come  next  Monday  with  bia 
companions  on  horseback,  and  "gallop  over  the  crowd  till 
be  had  trampled  the  accursed  Methodists  down  to  hell." 
But  God  was  beforehand  with  the  hlaapbemer.  At  the 
very  same  hour,  the  following  Monday,  when  the  people, 
many  of  them  with  great  fear  and  trembling,  were  gathering, 
as  usual,  to  worehip  God,  the  corpse  of  the  persecutor, 
followed  by  many  of  the  abettors  of  bis  wickedness,  was 
borne  to  the  churchyard  for  interment.  God  had  smitten 
him  down  with  fever.  For  some  years  after  this,  a  salutary 
dread  of  the  almighty  arm,  which  had  been  so  imprasaively 
uplifted,  modified  the  rage  of  the  persecutors. 

But  the  work  is  growing,  and  it  must  he  stopped ;  for, 
say  some,  "  people  cannot  pass  through  the  streets  of  the 
city  without  being  annoyed  by  singing  and  prayer."  "  These 
Methodists  are  at  it  all  night ;  the  orderly  inhabitants 
cannot  rest  in  their  beds  without  being  disturbed."  "It 
must  be  put  an  end  to."  How  to  accomplish  this  is  the 
question.  Mob  violence  will  not  do :  that  has  been  tried, 
and  it  only  makes  the  matter  worse ;  for  the  more  the 
Methodists  are  opposed  in  this  way,  the  more  they  seem  to 
increase.  And,  through  the  representations  of  parties  in 
England,  the  home  government  disallow  every  bill  passed 
by  the  local  legislature  to  prevent  "  this  preaching  and 
psalm -singing,  and  teaching  religion  to  slaves."  "What 
can  be  done  ?  "  "  How  shall  we  silence  or  get  rid  of  these 
troublesome  Methodists,  or  keep  our  slaves  away  from 
them  ?  " 

There  is  great  perplexity  amongst  the  slave-holding 
clique.  At  length  a  bright  and  lucky  thought  suggests 
itself  to  the  mind  of  one  of  the  persecutors.  "  The  common 
council  can  do  it."  True,  the  corporation  cannot  stop  the 
pleaching  in  the  countiy  panshee;  for  their  aatliOTity  Vs 
Umiteii  to  the  city,  and  the  govetaxnoat  in  Loudoit  axe  aut 
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to  reject  and  neutralize  any  law  of  the  island  con- 
taining clauEca  to  that  efi'uot.  But  tbe  miseiunariea  can  be 
aileneed  in  the  city,  which  is  the  head  ijuarters  of  the 
fraternity.  With  this  new  light  upon  the  Eubject,  there  is 
soon  to  be  obflerved  great  activity  among  the  enemiea  of  the 
truth ;  frequent  meetiugs  are  held,  and  rumours  begin  to 
circulate  that  evil  is  impending  over  the  Methodists, 
The  common  council  posses  a  authority  from  their 
charter  to  frame  such  ordinances  as  they  may  see  fit  for 
the  maintenance  of  order  and  good  government  within  the 
city  ;  and  that  authority  (whether  legitimately  or  otherwise, 
it  matters  little)  may  be  iniide  to  cover  Eucb  measures  as 
are  necessary  to  put  an  end  to  "thia  nuisance  of  prajiog- 
and  preaching." 

At  the  next  meeting  of  the  City  Council  there  is  a  laJ^e 
gathering  of  the  members.  Lawyers  have  left  their 
offices,  and  merchants  have  deserted  their  counting-houses, 
to  be  present;  for  the  purpose  to  be  accomplished  is 
felt  to  be  one  of  great  interest  and  importance.  The 
missionaries  have  heard  something  of  the  conspiracy  formed 
to  deprive  them  and  their  people  of  religious  rights,  and 
they  also  are  alert  to  meet  the  crisis.  But  it  is  iu  vain 
they  present  themselves  with  a  petition,  and  request  to 
be  heard  against  the  passing  of  the  contemplated  ordinance. 
In  vain  they  endeavour  to  secure  such  a  modification  of 
its  worst  provisions  as  will  leave  the  people,  who  lovo  the 
truth,  some  small  remnant  of  liberty  to  worship  God  and 
hear  Hia  word.  A  few  of  the  members  of  the  board  are 
somewhat  dubious  concerning  their  right  to  enact  such 
a  law ;  hut  only  one  gentleman  has  courage  openly  to 
resist  the  meditated  oppression.  He  im hesitatingly  es- 
presaes  it  as  his  opinion  that  "  not  only  is  it  wrong  tiius 
to  trample  upon  the  consciences  and  restrict  tbe  religious 
liberties  of  the  Methodist  people,  but  the  corporation 
possesses  no  legal  authority  for  taking  auch  a  course." 
Intolerance  and  wickedness  are,  however,  permitted  for  a 
season  to  triumph.    Yet  there  is  a  boundless  Wisdom  at 
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work  in  these  thing^s,  accomplieliing  ita  own  purposes,  and 
bringing  much  good  out  of  the  apparent  evil. 

The  ordinance  is  passed  hy  an  overwhelming  majority ; 
and  there  is  in  it  much  of  the  subtlety  of  the  old  serpent. 
No  religious  service  of  any  kind  is  permitted  to  be  held  in 
the  city  after  sunset,  or  before  eii  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
under  penalty  of  £100  for  each  offence,  or  three  ro-onths' 
imprisonment  in  the  common  gaol ;  the  occupier  of  the 
premises  used  for  such  service  being  also  liable  to  the  same 
penalty.  And  at  other  times  no  person  is  to  "  presume 
to  teach  or  preach,  or  expound  the  Holy  Scriptures,  or 
offer  up  public  prayer,  or  sing  psalms,  in  any  meeting  or 
assembly  of  Negroes  or  persona  of  colour,  not  being  duly 
authorized,  qualified,  or  permitted ; "  the  city  ma^strates, 
who  passed  the  ordinance,  reserving  to  themselves  the  sole 
right  of  judging  concerning  such  qualification,  and  of  giving 
or  withholding  the  required  authority  or  permission. 

The  effect  of  this  ordinance,  which  comes  into  imme- 
diate operation,  is  at  once  to  out  off  nearly  the  whole  of 
the  unfortunate  slaves  from  receiving  any  instruction  what- 
ever ;  for  there  can  be  no  religious  service  held,  except  on 
the  Sabbath,  between  sunrise  and  sunset ;  and  the  Sabbath 
(8  not  theirs,  nor  a  single  hour  of  it,  apart  from  the  will  of 
their  owners.  No  law  recognises  their  right,  or  gives  them 
opportunity,  to  keep  holy  the  Sabbath  day.  They  are 
absolutely  under  the  control  of  their  owners,  and  have  no 
right  eieept  to  labour,  suffer,  and  die.  The  free  coloured 
and  black  people  can  assemble  and  join  in  the  public  worship 
of  God,  and  hear  words  whereby  they  may  be  saved ;  for,  as 
yet,  the  attempt  may  not  be  prudently  and  safely  mnde  to 
deprive  them  of  the  Methodist  services  altogether.  There 
are  some  among  the  city  magistrates  who  do  not  heartily 
approve  of  the  persecuting  ordinance,  and  one  who  is 
strongly  opposed  to  it.  It  will  not,  therefore,  be  good 
poKoy  to  push  matters  to  an  extremity  too  suddenly,  lest 
inconvenient  opposition  should  be  aroused  in  their  own 
body.  But  the  purpose  of  the  persecutors  is  to  put  a  sto^ 
to  the   Methodist  preaahhg  and    praying    entirely  •,  aaft. 
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BEBuredly  it  must,  be  done.  It  is  only  a  question  of  time  : 
and  tlie  desired  opportunity  nt  length  preaents  itself. 

It  is  a  day  of  gladness  at  the  Coke  Chapel  Mipsion  house. 
The  hearts  of  the  harassed  misBionaries,  already  in  the  field, 
have  heen  cheered  by  the  arrival  of  a  fresh  band  of  labourers 
from  JEurope,  coneiating  of  three  missionaries  and  the  wife 
of  one  of  the  number,  after  a  long  and  tempestuous  passage 
across  the  Atlantic.  Such  an  event  is  always  a  gladsome 
one  to  the  toil-worn  minist«rs  of  the  cross  in  a  far-off  land  ; 
especially  when,  as  hei'e,  they  have  to  proEecute  their  labours 
in  the  midst  of  great  difhciilties,  and  in  the  face  ot  reproach 
and  persecution.  It  is  the  evening  of  the  day  on  which  the 
new  comers  have  landed,  glad  to  be  rekased  from  a  tedious 
and  uncomfortable  confinement  in  the  siiip.  They  and  the 
brethren  who  have  welcomed  them  to  the  slave-land  form  a 
pleasant  party.  But  little  does  it  enter  into  the  anticipations 
of  any  one  among  them  that,  within  the  lapse  of  a  week, 
having  only  preached  one  sermon  to  the  people  amongst 
■whom  he  hopes  to  prosecute  a  long  and  useful  course  of 
hallowed  toil,  that  younep  missionary  whoi^e  countenance 
glows  with  the  bloom  of  lusty  health,  and  whose  limbs  are 
nerved  with  the  vigour  of  youthful  manhood,  will,  together 
with  his  young  and  lovely  wife,  he  sleeping  in  the  grave. 
Tet  so  ifc  ia  to  be.  In  the  inscrutable  arrangements  of  an 
unerring  Providence,  both  of  them,  sudJeuly  swfpt  away 
from  their  labours,  and  from  life,  by  yellow  It-ver,  beore  the 
week  has  elapsed,  pSES  away  in  the  same  night,  and  enter 
with  glorious  triumph  their  Father's  house  above. 

But  no  thought  of  this  enters  the  mind  of  any  of  thst 
happy  group,  which  embraces  all  the  misKionaries  in  the 
island.  And  it  is  well  that  a  thick  and  imprnetrable  veil 
does  conceal  the  future  from  our  view ;  or  how  much  more 
frequently  would  the  enjoyments  of  life  be  marred  I 

The  young  missionary  and  his  wife  who  are  so  poon  to 
join  the  upper  choir,  are  found  to  possess  voices  of  morf  than 
ordinary  sweetness  and  power ;  and  are  well  skdied  in  the 
teautilul  melodies  popular  in  the  Methodist  ehnrehea 
in  England.     It  is  with  these  duhghtful  r^mcmhranues  of 
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home  that  the  party  ia  occupied,  voices  and  apirits  blending 
in  sweetest  harmony,  and  attranting  many  outside  to  littea 
to  the  pleasing  sound.  Tlie  evening  speeds  ou,  and  they 
"  Forget 
All  time,  and  toil,  and  care." 
Xot  one  of  them  ohserves  that  the  dial  inJicatca  a  quarter 
«(  an  bour  pa^ised  heyond  those  limits  within  which  it  is  the 
will  and  pleasure  of  the  common  council  thiit  pcalms  and 
bynins  may  be  sung,  or  prayer  offered,  in  the  diatriut  under 
their  control.  They  are  suddenly  and  disagietably  reminded 
of  the  fact  hy  the  uneetemouioua  intrusion  of  a  police  officer, 
aocoiupanied  hy  one  of  the  city  magistrates,  and  a  party  of 
the  town  guard.  By  these  rude  and  unwelcome  visitors 
Messrs'.  Gilgrass  and  Knonlsii,  the  resident  mi^flionaries,  are 
taken  into  custody,  and  marched  olf  at  once  to  the  cage. 
On  the  nest  day  the  younger  of  the  two  is  releastd,  but  Mr. 
Gilgrass,  as  the  occupier  of  the  Mission  house,  being  held 
guilty  of  violating  the  city  ordinance,  is  sentenced  to  ejpiate 
the  crime  of  singing  Methodist  hymns  hy  a  month's  impri- 
sonment in  the  city  gaol.  The  excellent  wile  of  the  culprit 
IB  permitted,  na  an  act  of  special  grace  on  the  part  of  tbe 
fflvic  dignitariei>,  to  share  her  husband's  punishment. 

At  the  end  of  the  specified  time  the  persecuted  missionary 
comes  forth  from  his  priaon  cell  to  find  that  another  and  a 
heavier  blow  has  been  struck  at  the  cause  of  truth  hy  the 
faeartlesB  oppressors  of  the  t^lave.  Three  years  have  elapsed 
since  the  last  intolerant  law  enacted  by  the  island  legisJatiTO 
authorities  ceased  to  operate,  in  con-efjuence  of  its  dinallow- 
ance  by  tbe  sorereign  in  council ;  and  now  another  atrempt  is 
made  to  prevent  missionary  instruction  buing  given  to  the 
slaves.  In  hope  of  being  aide  to  elude  tbe  vigilance  of  tbe 
Mends  of  Missions  in  England,  the  legislature,  sanctioned  in 
their  oppressive  policy  by  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  the  governor, 
(such  men  deserve  all  tbe  immortality  which  the  press  can 
give  to  tbeir  evil  work",)  hive  embodied  in  an  act  entitled 
"Tbe  Consolidated  Slave  Law"  several  clauses  intended 
to  fhut  up  the  Negro  in  bopuless  ignorance,  by  preventing 
the  Christian  missionary  Irora  approaching  him  with 
'  B  2 


36  BOMANCE  OF  TEE  MI8BI0S  FIELD. 

the  word  of  life.  This  wicked  law  aubjecta  "  every  Method- 
ist misBionaiy,  or  other  sectary  or  preacher,"  who  shall 
presurtie  to  inatraot  the  elavee,  or  receive  them  into  their 
"  houBes,  chapels,  or  conventicles,  of  any  sort  or  description," 
to  a  fine  of  "  twenty  pounds  for  every  slave  found  to  have 
been  there,"  or  "perpetual  impiisonmeut  until  such  fines- 
Such  a  peraecuting  enactment  ia  not  more  likely  to  receive 
the  approval  of  the  king^  in  council  than  others  of  a  similar 
character  which  have  preceded  it,  and  have  been  diaallowed, 
if  its  true  character  and  tendency  become  known.  It  is  not 
likely  to  escape  the  observation  of  the  watchful  friends  of 
the  slave,  that  this  act  is  intended  to  impart  greater  inten- 
sity to  the  oppression  that  crushes  him  down ;  and  the 
designs  of  its  originators  will  be  baffled.  But  their  evil 
purposes  will  be  so  far  accomplished,  tliat  the  act  will  come 
into  operation  for  some  time,  pending  the  decision  of  the 
home  government  concerning  it.  Thus  an  opportunity  and 
pretext  wilt  be  given  for  working  great  annoyance  and  injury 
to  the  misHionaries  and  their  floeka,  during  many  months 
that  mu^t  elapse  before  the  fate  of  the  Bill  can  be  officially 
made  known.  The  result  soon  becomes  apparent.  It  is  not 
possible  to  keep  the  Negroes  out  of  the  chaptls,  when  they 
are  opened  for  public  service :  and  to  avoid  the  penalty  of 
perpetual  imprisonment, — since  it  is  not  practicable  for  them 
to  pay  the  fines  imposed  by  the  new  law,— the  missionaries 
are  compelled  for  the  present  to  desist  from  their  public 
labours.  Excepting  that  in  the  city,  all  the  chapels  in 
the  island  are  closed,  and  ceaee  to  echo  the  voice  of  prayer 
and  praise,  and  the  proclamation  of  mercy  and  salvation  to 
the  peeled  and  plundered  slaves. 

Coke  chapel  still  resounds  with  the  delightful  exercises  of 
Christian  worship.  This  privilege,  however,  is  secured  to 
some  of  the  free  population  only  by  the  harsh  precaution  of 
placing  persona  at  each  door  of  the  building,  to  prevent  the 
entrance  of  any  unfortunate  slave.  It  is  often  touching  and 
heart-rending  in  the  extreme,  to  hear  the  pleadings  and  re- 
monstranceis  of  these  deeply -wronged  children  of  Africa,  thus 
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driven  from  the  footstool  of  God.  They  can  ecarcely  be 
made  to  understand  the  cruel  neceesitf  that  exists  of  exclu- 
ding them  from  the  holy  place,  without  such  esplanationa 
being  entered  into  as  would  lay  open  the  person  giving  them 
to  the  capital  charge  of  coastruetive  treason.  It  is  a  capital 
crtrce  to  render  tlavee  dissatisfied  with  their  condition  or 
with  the  law.  But  thus  it  must  he  until  the  dawning  of 
better  times ;  or  the  sanctuary  must  be  altogether  closed. 
Nor  is  it  long  before  this  further  great  wrong  is  also  perpe- 
trated, and  the  voice  of  the  preacher  is  hushed,  and  there  is 
silence  in  the  house  of  the  Lord. 

The  enemies  of  religion  in  the  city  have  merely  waited  for 
the  opportunity  of  conveniently  accomphahing  their  evil 
purposes,  and  now  the  time  has  arrived.  A  few  weeks  only 
have  elapsed  since  the  infamous  "consolidated  slave  law" 
came  into  operation,  shutting  up  all  the  chapels  in  the  rural 
districts,  when  the  misaionaries  in  Kingston  are  summoned 
before  their  old  adversaries  of  the  common  council,  to  show 
their  quahfieation  and  authority  for  preaching  in  the  city, 
Exhibiting  certificates  which  show  that  they  have  taken  the 
oaths  and  subscribed  the  declarations  required  by  the 
toleration  laws  of  England,  they  claim  to  be  duly  qualified ; 
but  are  met  with  the  inquiry,  "  What  are  the  laws  of  England 
to  us  ?  "  Tbey  are  then  inldrmed  that  they  will  he  allowed 
to  preach  no  more,  under  the  heavy  penalties  specified  in  the 
city  ordinance,  until  they  are  duly  licensed  by  the  magistrates 
«f  the  city. 

A  respectful  application  is  then  and  there  made  to  the 
bench  for  such  a  licence  as  the  magistrates  consider  to  be 
necessary ;  wljich  calls  forth  the  peremptory  response, 
"  Indeed,  you  will  not  get  one."  Thus,  by  a,  godless,  slave- 
holding  oligarchy,  are  ministers  and  people  deprived  of  their 
religious  rights  as  British  subjects ;  and  the  pubHc  worship 
of  the  Almighty  is  held  to  be  a  crime,  and  treated  as  such. 

At  the  court  of  quarter  sessions,  held  during  the  following 
month,  a  similar  application  is  made.  But  care  has  been 
taken  that  the  bench  shall  he  occupied  only,  or  chiefly,  by 
these  who  belong  to  the  faction  opposed  to  leligiou  and 
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religious  teiieliing.  To  tie  sorrow  of  hundreds,  the 
■ries  are  tcornfullj  driven  Irom  tlie  court,  menaced  with  a 
moBt  rigid  enforcement  of  the  penalties  imposed  by  the  perse- 
cuting ordinance,  if  they  dare,  in  any  way,  to  violate  its  pro- 
visioiiB  by  pmaohing,  praying,  or  singing  amongst  tlie  people. 

Thus,  for  a  seasoii,  Satan  has  triumphed.  Intolerance 
and  oppressiou  are  rampant  tliroughout  the  land ;  and  the 
oppressorE  of  the  slave,  and  the  enemies  of  the  Qospel,  are 
everywhere  jubilant.  There  is  sorrow  iu  the  habitations  of 
the  just;  and  a  dense  gloom  has  darkened  the  prospects  of 
many  a  poor  Negro,  who  has  been  permitted  to  cateb  a 
glimpse  of  the  distant  immortality  beyond  this  vale"  of 
Bufferirg  and  woe,  only,  as  it  now  appears,  that  it  may  be 
lost  to  him  for  ever.  From  Manchioneal  in  the  east,  to 
Negril  in  the  west,  no  Christian  sanctuary  now  opens  its 
portals  where  the  poor  slave  can  hear  of  Jesus  and  the 
cross,  the  pardon  of  sin,  and  the  bright  and  better  land 
where  there  is  no  euiiie,  end  the  weary  are  at  rest,  and  God 
Himself  doth  wipe  away  the  tears  from  all  eyes.  True, 
there  are  men  in  the  land  called  rectors  of  parislies ;  but 
troops  of  illefiitimate  Mulatto  children  deriving  their  pater- 
nity from  them,  and  their  own  mangled  and  murdered 
slaves,  proclium,  in  too  many  instances,  that  these  are  no 
ministers  of  Christ's  pure  Gospel ;  and  that  for  the  injured, 
disconsolate  Negro  to  go  to  them  for  instruction  or  comfort 
would  be  like  expecting  to  find  grapos  on  thorns,  or  figs  on 
thistles. 

There  are  buildings  called  parish  churches  that  might 
possibly  contain  one  in  five  hundred  of  the  population  of 
the  parish.  But  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  for  these  to 
remain  closed,  without  minister  or  congregation,  for  months 
together.  Slight,  indeed,  is  the  loss  sustained  when  it  is 
BO ;  for,  at  best,  the  light  in  these  sanctuaries  is  scarcely 
enough  to  make  the  darkness  visible.  Nor  do  these  ministers, 
ever  consider  that  any  beyond  the  thinly- scattered  whites 
of  the  populiition  form  a  portion  of  the  charge  with  which 
they  are  concerned.  All  the  hopes  of  the  sons  and  daughtera 
of  Ainca,  whether  bond  or  free,  so  far  as  religious  instrua— 
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tion  and  the  joya  and  blessings  of  religion  are  concerned, 
centre  in  the  missionary.  Now,  alaa !  he  ie  Bilenced  ;  and 
it  ia  a  dubious  question  whether  the  existing  gtneration 
will  ever  be  permitted  again  to  hear,  in  public,  the  voice  of 
the  Lord's  servant,  pointing  the  weary,  sin-burdened  aonl  to 
the  atoning  Lamb  of  God. 

The  months  roll  on,  and  repeated  efforts  have  been 
made  to  remove  the  restrictions  laid  upon  tlie  worship  of 
God  in  the  city,  and  afford  the  people  the  opportunity,  so 
ardently  deaired  by  them,  of  hearing  again  the  preaching  of 
God's  saving  truth.  The  governor  bas  been  appealed  to. 
But  the  man  who  could  put  his  signature  to  the  "  consoli- 
dated slave  law,"  and  so  pervert  the  power  unworthily 
vested  in  him  as  the  represeatative  of  the  crown,  as  to  ■ 
sanction  and  aid  the  wicked  purposes  of  a  persecuting  slave 
oppressing  faction,  could  have  no  disposition,  even  if  he 
possessed  the  powei',  to  interpose  between  the  injured  mission- 
aries with  their  flot^ks  and  the  municipal  authorities.  From 
him  no  help  can  be  obtained.  It  is  a  case  in  which  he 
has  no  authority,  the  city  magistrates  not  beiiig  subject  to 
his  control.  They  do  not,  like  the  general  magistraey  of 
the  island,  receive  their  commissions  from  the  crown,  but 
from  popular  election.  At  several  successive  quarter-seas  ions, 
the  missionaries  apply  for  licences,  such  as  the  commoa 
council  may  consider  BufEcien.t  to  warrant  them  in  the 
esercise  of  their  miniatry  in  tbe  city ;  but  with  no  result, 
except  a  stern,  indignant  refusal. 

A  year  and  a  half  has  passed  away  since  the  voice  of  any 
missionary  has  been  heard  in  public  within  these  shores. 
in  the  rural  districts,  the  societies  that  had  been  gathered, 
with  many  prayers  and  tears,  lave  been  scattered.  They 
consisted  largely  of  slaves ;  and  it  has  been  impossible  '^o 
hold  among  them  religious  services  of  any  kind.  The 
deserted  sanctuaries  in  which  they  loved  to  hear  of  the 
things  of  God,  and  where  they  had  often  eiperieneed  the 
elevating,  hallowing  influences  which  threw  athwart  the 
dark  gloom  of  their  condition  bright  gleams  of  iiope,  ani 
the  (mJj'Ta^  of  comforb  whereof  their  sad  and  \\retc\ieii. 
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Btate  was  auaceptible,  now  stand  in  etlence  and  solitude ; 
Herving  but  to  remind  them,  when  passing  by,  of  their  own 
utter  desolation,  and  tempting  them  to  believe  that  they  are 
not  only  foully  wronged  by  man,  but  abandoned  of  God. 
They  no  longer  even  look  upon  their  teachers;  for  the 
silenced  ministers,  unable  to  gain  any  access  to  their  people, 
have  departed  to  other  scenes  of  toil. 

In  the  city  it  is  somewhat  different.  The  sanctuary  ia 
closed,  the  pulpit  vacant,  and  the  misBionary's  voice  nu  longer 
heard  in  public  devotioa.  But  two  of  these  servantB  of 
Christ  remain  at  the  post  of  duty  aseigned  to  them,  until 
one  ia  compelled,  through,  sickness,  to  take  his  departure. 
They  cannot  preach  or  pray,  or  even  sing  a  hymn,  openly ; 
but  they  can  visit  from  house  to  house,  amongst  those  who 
are  not  in  bondage,  and  converse  with  them  on  the  things  of 
God.  Now  and  then  they  can  minister  a  word  of  comfort  and 
encouragement  to  the  down-cast  slave,  as  he  crosses  their 
path;  and  occasionally,  when  no  malignant  eye  is  upon 
them,  they  can  kneel  in  secret  prayer  with  their  sorrow- 
strieken  charge.  Best  of  all,  the  Lord  is  working  with  them ; 
and  they  are  not  without  many  delightful  proofs  of  His 
almighty  power  to  save. 

But  the  persecuting  "  consolidated  slave  bill !  "  What  has 
become  of  that  p  Measures  have  been  taken  in  England, 
by  the  friends  of  missions,  to  expose  the  hypocrisy  of  its 
pretensions,  and  make  known  its  real  character  and  tendency 
to  the  members  of  the  privy  council ;  and  his  mHJesty  baa 
been  petitioned  to  disallow  it,  and  give  to  the  thousands  of 
his  slave -subjects  in  Jamaica  the  right  to  hear  of  and  to 
worship  God.  But  more  than  a  year  has  elapsed,  and  no 
official  intelligence  has  been  communicated  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  enactment  of  such  a  law.  When  inquiry  is 
made,  il  transpires  that  the  time-serving  governor  ol  Jamaica, 
Sir  Eyre  Coote,  expecting  that  the  unrighteous  enactment 
will  certaiiily  be  disallowed,  has  so  far  pandered  to  the  evil 
passions  and  purposes  of  the  planters,  as  designedly  to 
keep  it  hack,  and  thus  allow  the  longest  possible  time  for 
the   enemies  of  slave  instruction    to   carry   its  oppressive 
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clauses  into  eSeci,  and  break  up  and  scatter  tlie  miBsionar; 
churches.  This,  however,  can  be  done  no  lou^r.  After 
being  ia  operation  more  tban  a  year  and  a  half,  it  ie  at  last 
ilulj  preseuted  to  the  privy  council,  from  whom  it  receives 
its  well  merited  fate.  The  gladsome  news  circulates 
through  the  land  that  hie  majesty  in  council  has  dieallowed 
the  vile  law  ;  and  it  is  do  longer  a  erime,  punishabia  with  a 
heavy  penalty,  to  preach  the  GuBpel  to  slaves.  Much  injury 
has  been  done  by  the  acatteriitg  of  these  poor  sheep;  bat 
many  of  them  aoon  gladly  assemble  together,  and  the 
people  go  up  again  with  jcyful  hearts  to  wursbip  Jehovah 
in  His  temples. 

Unhappily,  the  diBallowance  of  the  "  consolidated  slave 
law  "  brmga  no  relief  to  the  missionary  and  the  society  in 
the  city.  The  intolerant  city  ordinance  still  remains  in 
furce ;  for  bis  majesty  in  council  cannot  disallow  that. 
The  chapel  is  still  closed,  and  many  hundreds  of  devout 
people  are  deprived  of  the  bread  of  life,  and  denied  the 
right  of  worshipping  their  Maker  in  the  public  ordinaucBE 
of  religion.  Persecution  is  rife  and  triumphant ;  and  so 
closely  are  they  watched  by  malignant  foes,  that  the  mia- 
fiionary  and  his  people  are  often  interrupted  in  their  faaiily 
n'orship  by  volleys  of  stones  hurled  against  the  jalousies  and 
windows  of  their  dwellings.  The  teachers  are  silent ;  but 
still  they  remain,  and  go  in  and  out  among  their  flock,  con- 
vey log  to  many  hearts  in  private  the  gladdening  truths  they 
may  not  openly  publish.  Meanwhile,  their  brethren  at  the 
conniry  stations,  freed  from  the  restrictions  imposed  hy  the 
rejected  law  for  a  season,  are  now  joyfully  and  successfully 
prosecuting  their  labours  amongst  the  slaves  of  the  planta* 
tiona.  The  persecutors  are  disappointed  and  angi'y ;  but 
exulting  in  their  liberty,  and  gratelul  to  Him  who  has 
curbed  the  wrath  of  their  enemies,  the  missionaries,  having 
resumed  their  labour  of  love  in  the  rural  parisbes  with 
renewed  enertiy,  preach  the  hopes  of  eternal  life  to  their 
swarthy,  suffering  charge ;  and  thousands  of  Negroes  are 
gladdened  with  the  prospect  of  final  deliverance  within  ths 
veil  from  the  manifold  evils  of  their  present  unhappy  lot. 
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Many  hearts  in  the  city  yeam  for  like  blessingB,  a?  they 
think  ol' the  country  chapelscrowded  with  earneBt  worshippers, 
listening  to  the  uj)!ift*;d  voice  of  the  Lord's  messengers,  and 
drinking  in  words  of  heavenly  instruction.  Again  and 
again  the  attempt  ifl  renewed  to  move  the  hearts  of  tlic 
city  magiatrates,  and  obtain  the  removal  of  those  unjust  and 
painful  restrictions  under  which  the  people  labour.  But  it 
U  in  Tain ;  and  there  is  no  alternative  but  patient  submis- 
Bion,  until  the  Lord  shall  interpose  in  answer  to  prayer,  and 
break  the  bonds  of  the  oppressor. 

"  The  famine  of  the  word,"  as  the  people  significantly 
describe  it,  is  painfully  felt ;  but  they  are  not  without 
delightful  and  encouraging  maai  Testations  of  the  Lord's 
presence  with  His  people  in  their  affliction,  and  of  TTin 
power  to  save.  There  is  no  public  ministration  of  the 
word  of  life,  no  warning  of  sinners  from  the  pulpit  to  flee 
from  the  wrath  to  come.  But  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  can 
work,  and  accomplish  great  and  saving  results,  apart  from 
outward  means.  Persecution  can  silence  the  voice  of  the 
Lord's  servant ;  but  it  cannot  enchain  the  Divioe  Spirit,  or 
place  limits  to  His  gracious  operations.  It  is  a  remarkable 
and  encouraging  fact,  which  forces  itself  upon  the  observa- 
tion even  of  the  enemies  of  the  truth,  that  the  work  of  God 
advances  more  rapidly,  ajad  spreads  more  deeply  and 
widely  within  the  municipal  boundaries,  than  it  has  ever 
done  before.  The  efforts  put  forth  to  suppress  and  destroy 
Methodism  have  only  imparted  to  it  greater  strength  and 
influence. 

The  great  adversary  has,  in  (his  case,  as  oflien  before, 
outwitted  himself,  and  the  persecutors  have  defeated  their 
own  purpose.  This  virulent  persecution  of  the  unoffending 
Methodists,  the  outrage  upon  conscience  and  religious 
liberty,  involved  in  shutting  up  the  house  of  God,  and 
dragging  the  mi^Eionary  to  a  loathsome  gaol,  has  awakened 
a  powerful  sympathy  in  the  breasts  of  hundreds,  where 
utter  indiA'crenca  to  religion  and  its  professors  prevailecl 
before;  and  multitudes  now  look  with  kindly  interest 
upon  the  people  who  are  tyrannically  denied  the  right  to 
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r         sing    and   pray.      Thus  many  are   predispoeed    to    receive 
gracious  impressioua  ;  and  the  consequence  in,  that  numerous 

(  accessions  are  made  to  the  Bociety,  both  of  men  and  women, 

i  bund  aud  free.     These  gathered  into  the  church  in  times  of 

trial  and  persecution,  are  known  through  many  aftsr  years 
as  beautiful  patterns  of  Cbriitian  ho]iQe!<5,  and  burning 
flames  of  light  and  love.  Some  cf  the  finest  eT^amples  of 
Christian  deTotedn>!ij  and  usefulness  the  writi^r  has  ever 
known,  were  amongst  those  who  were  gathered  into  the 
society  during  ''the  seven  yeird'  famine  of  the  word." 
Prohibited  from  pieaciiing,  the  missiunary  can  visit  the 
members  of  his  flock;  and  everywhere  he  is  welcomed  as  an 
angel  of  the  Lord,  Very  often  the  opportunity  of  offering 
a  short  prayer  is  earnestly  improved  ;  and  many  a  brief  word 
of  admonition  or  affrctionate  counsel,  dropped  hy  the  man 
of  God  in  these  viaitti,  becomes  as  bread  cast  upon  the 
waters,  to  be  found  after  many  days. 

The  claFS-leaders  also,  men  and  women  of  deep  and  rich 
experience  in  the  things  of  God,  who  have  been  chastened 
by  years  of  persecution  and  rebuke,  are  neither  idle  nor 
unfruitful.  Some  of  thera  can  only  discharge  their  duties 
by  periodieal  viaititiou  of  their  members  at  their  own 
haliitntioDB ;  hut  this  is  done  with  an   earnest,    untiring 

I  assi  luity,  that  shows  how   truly  their  hearts  are  in   the 

work.  And  they,  ttirough  God's  blessing,  not  only  keep 
the  memhers  of  their  classes  from  yielding  to  discourage- 
ment, aud  falling  away,  but  are  frequently  adding  fresh 
names  to  their  cla«8  lists,  augmenting  the  candidates  for 
eternal  life.  There  is  not  a.  street,  or  laae,  or  alley  in  the 
city  where  the  influence  of  this  work  of  God  is  not  felt. 

But  some  of  the  leaders  who  have  skve  members  in  their 
classes,  or  others  whom  it  ia  impraeticabje  for  divers  reasons' 
to  visit  at  their  own  homes,  have  recourse  to  various  means 
of  evading  the  persecuting  ordinance,  and  escaping  also  the 
vigilant  eyes  of  their  foes.  There  is  one  whose  employment 
keeps  him  at  home  all  day  throughout  the  week ;  but  on 
Sunday  be  is  free  to  go  out,  and  his  memhers  meet  him  in 
the  churchyard,  varying  the  hour  and  the  spot  so  as  not  to 


I 


a  KOMAKCS   OF   TUB  MI8S10H  FIELD. 

attract  attention  ;  and  tbere  he  speaks  to  tbeni  c 
the  things  of  God,  and  givts  them  Cbristion  counfel. 
Another  leader  meets  bis  members  in  the  churchjard,  just 
alter  nightfall,  and  before  the  nine  o'clock  bell  admonishes 
all  slaves  to  seek  the  shelter  cf  their  homes  ;  they  being 
liable  to  punishment  if  found  abroad  after  the  bell  has 
tolled.  There,  amongst  the  tombs,  they  hold  Christian 
converse,  assured  that  the  superstitious  fears  of  the  people 
will  Becure  tbem  from  interruption,  as  none  will  venture  to 
enter  the  churehjard  after  ib  has  become  dark.  But  every 
week  thej  choose  a  different  evening,  lest  their  assembling 
at  one  particular  time  should  bring  upon  them  the 
observation  of  the  enemy.  Another  of  the  leader?,  in  a 
similar  way,  causes  his  menibera  to  meet,  at  a.  time 
appointed  from  week  to  week,  under  a  tree  standing  in  an 
open  field  beyond  the  city  boundaries,  during  the  interval 
betivixt  sunset  and  the  tolling  of  the  nine  o'clock  bell. 

But  there  is  one  female  leader  with  whom  none  of  these 
methods  are  available,  and  who  cannot  visit  the  members  at 
their  homes  ;  for  most  of  them  are  domestic  slaves.  She  ia 
therefore  under  the  necessity  of  finding  out  some  other 
means  of  holding  Christian  intercourse  with  them  ;  and  she 
finally  decides  upon  a  plan  that  serves  the  purpose  well, 
year  after  year,  until  the  dawning  of  better  days.  A  par- 
ticular morning  is  selected,  but  frequently  changed,  to 
escape  observation.  At  the  earliest  dawn  of  day,  the 
members  repair  to  a  certain  street ;  this  also  being  changed 
from  week  to  week,  PassiDg  along  the  street,  the  leader 
meets  one  or  more  of  her  people  at  short  intervals,  and  bolda 
a  brief  conversation  with  them  on  the  affairs  of  the  soul, 
until  she  has  seen  and  spoken  to  them  all.  By  these,  and 
other  equally  novel  methods,  the  class  meetings,  so  import- 
ant ia  Methodism,  continue  to  be  held  ;  the  society  is  kept 
well  together ;  the  people,  animated  and  encour^ed  by  their 
devoted  leaders,  continue  steadfastly  growing  in  grace,  and 
the  work  of  the  Lord  grows  and  prospers. 

Four  years  have  gone  since  the  persecuting  ordinance 
was  passed,  and  all  this  time  "  the  famine  of  the  word  " 
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has  contmued.  On  the  scriptural  precept  of  returning 
good  for  evil,  the  corporation,  of  the  city  hare  been 
accommodated  for  some  months  with  the  uae  of  the 
chapel  for  the  free  Bchool,  while  the  proper  huilding  has 
been  undergoing  renovation.  This  act  of  kindness  on  the 
part  of  the  Methodists,  it  is  hoped,  will  soften  the  stony 
hearts  of  the  city  magistrates,  and  dispose  them  to  ehow 
leaa  hostility  towards  the  missionaries  and  their  work. 
Acting  on  the  assumption  that  the  spirit  of  intolerance 
has  so  far  abated  as  to  admit  of  the  recommencement  of 
public  worship  without  interruption,  Mr.  Wigging,  the 
resident  missionary,  ventures  to  open  the  chapel  and  occupy 
the  pulpit,  preaching  one  Sabba.th  both  in  the  forenoon  and 
afternoon.  The  next  morning  makes  it  manifest  that  the 
spirit  of  persecution  has  in  no  degree  been  modiSed ;  for 
the  offending  preacher  is  summoned  to  the  police  ofGce, 
and  sentenced  to  a  month's  confinement  in  the  common 
gaol.  He  is  also  informed  by  the  magistrates  that  a 
repetition  of  the  crime  will  be  visited  with  the  full  penalty 
of  the  law.  Thus  again  the  hopes  of  the  people  are 
blighted.  But  the  sympathizing  multitude,  who  crowd 
every  avenue  leading  to  the  police  court,  and  attend  tbeir 
beloved  minister  with  tears  to  the  gaol,  make  it  evident  to 
the  intolerant  magistrates,  not  only  that  their  efforts  to 
suppress  this  hated  and  much  dreaded  Methodism  have 
utterly  failed,  but  that  it  has  become  more  formidable  than 

Another  year  and  a  half  have  passed  away ;  and  still 
the  house  of  God  is  shut  up,  while  the  failing  health  of 
the  imprisoned  missionary,  broken  by  confinement  in  a 
loathsome  cell,  has  compelled  him  to  bid  a  reluctant  farewell 
to  his  loving,  suffering  flock,  and  try  what  a  change  to 
another  scene  of  labour  will  do  to  recruit  bis  wasted  energies. 
After  a  short  interval,  a  successor  arrives,  and  the  people 
are  gladdened  once  more  to  behold  their  teacher.  Since 
the  last  imprisonment  of  the  minister  of  the  truth,  God 
has  been  at  work,  and  His  power  has  been  terribly 
cUsplajed,     The  peatilenee,  v/idking  in  darkness,  haa\)CiT[i6 
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thousands  to  the  grave ;  and  a  deatmctive  hurricane  has 
swept  over  the  guilty  country,  producing  wide- spread 
devastation  both  by  sea  and  laud.  Ad  earthquake,  more 
dreadful  and  alarming  than  any  esperienced  since  the 
awful  visitation  that  submerged  Port  Koyal,  the  capital 
of  the  colony,  beneath  the  waves,  more  than  a  hundred 
and  twenty  years  before,  has  shaken  the  island  to  its 
centre,  greatly  changing  the  aspect  of  the  country,  and 
speaking  with  its  voice  of  thunder  to  hid  a  thoughtleBs, 
guilty  people  stand  in  awe  of  God.  These  upliftings  of 
the  almighty  arm  have  not  been  without  effect.  Greater 
intensity  has  been  imparted  to  the  religious  feeling,  now 
widely  pervading  the  city.  Even  the  persecuting  faction 
have  not  been  entirely  insensible  to  the  influence  of  these 
providential  visitations;  and  it  becomes  manifest  that  a 
considerable  change  has  taken  place  in  their  feelings  and 
views,  with  regard  to  the  missionaries,  since,  eighteen 
luontha  ago,  they  gnaabed  their  teeth  with  rage  against  a 
Christiau  minister,  end  sent  him  to  breathe  the  fetid  atmo- 
sphere of  the  city  prison. 

This  change  is  so  marked  that  it  is  considered  advisable 
to  make  another  effort  to  remove  the  eiisting  disabilities, 
by  rcquestiDg  the  city  magistrates  to  grant  to  Mr. 
Davis,  the  newly-arrived  minister,  such  a  lieence  as 
these  dignitaries  may  deem  sufGcient  to  warrant  the  re- 
opening of  the  chapel  for  public  worship.  With  many 
misgivings  the  petition  is  prepared  and  presented ;  and 
to  the  surprise  and  joy  of  thousands,  alter  a  few  merely 
technical  objections  to  the  form  of  tlie  petition,  its  prayer 
is  granted.  Mr.  Davis  ia  licensed,  and  deehired  to  be  duly 
qualified.  Several  weeks  elapse  belore  the  chapel  is  ready 
to  receive  the  congregation  ;  and  again  its  hallowed  walls 
re-echo  the  sounds  of  prayer  and  praise,  and  the  proclamation 
of  the  ever- blessed  Gospel. 

But  dark  and  mysterious  are  the  ways  of  Providence ! 
Scarcely  has  this  great  joy  been  realized  by  the  anxious 
people,  many  of  whom  have  waited  for  it  for  some  years, 
wbea    it    is    turned    into     sorrow,    the    voice    of    God'n 
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honoured  messenger,  apon  whose  lips  multitudes  have  hun^ 
with  uunQixed  delight,  being  suddenly  hushed  iu  the  Bilencc 
of  the  grave.  The  deadly  fever  has  seized  him ;  and 
after  a  hrief  illneaa  he  passes  away  to  the  church  above ; 
and  the  Eajii;tuary  of  the  Lord  is  left  again  to  eolitude 
and  silence. 

While  this  youthful  labourer,  snatched  away  in  his 
prime,  is  b<;ing  laid  in  the  dust,  amid  the  loud  lamentations 
of  the  afflicted  multitude,  who  grieve  for  his  removal 
from  among  them  as  a  mother  mourns  the  loss  of  her  first- 
born, Jehovah,  the  faithful  hearer  of  prayer,  is  bringing 
another  to  their  help.  He  Is  already  erossing  the  Atlantic, 
for  whom  is  reserved  the  happy  privilege  of  triumphing 
over,  and  finally  removing,  those  legal  hindrances  which 
have  BO  loug'  ohstructed  the  work  of  Qod.  Jtist  a  month 
after  Mr.  Savia  had  been  removed  by  death,  Mr.  Shipman, 
with  bis  wife,  arrives  upon  the  acene.  But  when  applica- 
tion ia  made  on  his  behalf  to  the  city  magistrates  for  a 
licence,  intolerance  has  gathered  strength,  and  is  found  to 
be  once  more  in  the  ascendant.  A  party  in  the  municipal 
body,  styling  themselves  auti- Wesley  an  s,  have  takeu 
poiaeasion  ol  the  court,  and  the  licence  is  peremptorily 
refused,  although  the  application  is  supported  by  the  earnest 
recommendation  oi  several  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the 
city.  Again  and  again  it  ts  repeated,  but  always  with  the 
same  result.  The  more  liberal  party  which  has  risen  up  ia 
the  city  council  is  invariably    outvoted  by  the  bigots  of 

Discoursed  by  thfse  repeated  disappointments,  spreading 
over  some  months,  the  baffled  missiouary  thinks  of  retiring 
to  some  other  sphere  of  labour,  where  he  will  be  able  to 
exercise  hia  ministry  without  interruption.  But  it  is  often 
the  darkest  just  tefure  the  dawn.  When  he  is  almost 
giving  place  to  despondency,  a  friendly  member  of  the 
common  council  comes  forward  to  his  aid,  advising  bitn 
to  wait  patiently  for  a  while,  and  suggesting  a  plan 
likely   to   defeat   the  purpuses.  of    the  persecutors.      The 
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co-Operation  of  several  members  of  the  municipal  body, 
who  are  friendly  to  miBsionary  efforts,  and  can  be  relied 
on,  ia  quietly  engaged ;  and  they  alt  agree  to  meet 
at  a  giveu  hour,  when  the  opposing  party,  in  conse- 
qnence  of  having  heard  nothing  concerning  the  intention 
of  the  miaBionary  to  apply  again  for  a  licence,  are  likely  to 
be  off  their  guard.  At  the  appointed  time,  arriving  from 
different  points,  the  iriendly  magistrates  all  assemble  in  the 
court.  Hr.  Shipiuan,  who  is  waiting  close  at  hand,  is 
immediately  summoned  ;  and  before  the  opposers  can  muster 
in  sufficient  force  to  prevent  it,  the  misBionary  ia  duly 
liceneed,  by  competent  authority,  to  exercise  his  ministry 
within  the  municipal  boundaries.  All  over  the  city  there 
is  great  joy  that  the  doora  of  the  Lord's  house  are  again 
to  be  opened,  and  its  walls  resound  once  more  with  the 
BongE  of  Christian  worshipperE. 

There  is  in  the  society  a  white  lady — a  Mrs.  Smith — 
who  was  among  the  first  seals  of  Dr.  Coke's  ministry 
in  Jamaica,  and  a  member  of  the  first  class  formed  in 
the  island,  consisting  of  eight  members.  At  one  of  the 
services,  soon  after  he  arrived  in  the  colony,  the  life  of 
the  good  Doctor  was  threatened  by  a  brutal  mob  of  slave- 
holders.  This  lady,  with  noble,  undaunted  courage,  con- 
fronted them ;  and  having  no  more  formidable  weapon  at 
command,  she  kept  the  savage,  cowardly  assailants  at  bay 
with  a  pair  of  scissors,  until  the  Doctor  was  conducted  to  a 
place  of  safety.  A  mother  in  Israel,  and  greatly  and 
deservedly  beloved,  her  labours  and  prayers  have  been 
unceasing,  during  the  long  persecution  and  privation  which 
the  church  has  experienced.  A  pattern  of  holiness  and  zeal 
to  all,  she  has  encouraged  the  timid,  strengthened  the  weak, 
and  comforted  the  afflicted;  and  her  noble  example  has 
confirmed  many  in  the  right  way. 

To  her,  by  universal  consent,  is  assigned  the  honour 
of  opening  the  gates  of  the  sanctuary  to  the  crowd 
of  anxious  worshippers.  The  3rd  of  September  is  the 
appointed  day ;  more  than  seven  years  having  then 
elapsed   since  the    persecuting   ordinance  which   shut   up 
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the  chapel  began  to  take  effect.  When  the  hour  for  Divine 
eerrice  arrives,  several  thous^nile  have  gathered  in  the 
large  equare  in  front  of  the  chapel.  The  missionary  lifto 
from  its  place  the  heavy  bar  that  keepa  the  gates  closed. 
Then  Mrs.  Smith,  lifting  her  voice  in  earnest  prayer  to  God 
that  persecution  may  never  again  he  permitted  to  close 
them,  BO  as  to  shut  out  faithful  worshippers  from  the 
Lord's  house,  throws  them  wide  open.  The  people  enter, 
and  crowd  every  aisle  and  seat ;  and  the  minister  ascends 
the  pulpit,  preaching  the  word  of  life  to  the  throng  of 
eager,  delighted  listeners,  from  Psalm  liixiv,  1-4:  "How 
amiable  aro  Thy  tabernacles,"  &c.  The  long  dc:irth  of  the 
bread  of  life,  which  multitudes  have  keenly  felt,  and  deplored 
with  many  tears,  exists  no  longer.  Ood  has  turned  the 
sadnefs  of  His  people  into  joy.  He  has  "made  them  glad 
according  to  the  days  wherein  He  afflicted  them,  and  the 
years  wherein  they  suffered  evil." 

How  wonderful  are  the  ways  of  the  Lord !  How  easy  is 
it  for  Kim  to  baffle  the  enemies  of  His  church,  and  to  con- 
found the  devices  of  persecufcora  1  They  cursed  the  Lord's 
people,  but  He  changed  the  curse  into  a  bleasinf^.  As  the 
Lord  Himself  hath  said,  "  He  that  sitteth  in  the  heavens 
shall  laugh.  The  Lord  shall  have  them  in  derision." 
They  thought  to  crush  and  destroy  the  infant  church  of 
Christ,  but  He  has  strengthened  and  enlarged  it  abundantly. 
When  the  hand  of  the  oppressor  closed  the  gates  of  the 
sanctuary,  the  church  enrolled  five  hundred  and  sixty 
members  only.  When  the  over-ruling  Providence  of  God 
caused  them  to  be  re-opened,  after  what  some  called  "the 
seven  years'  night,"  never  again  to  be  closed  by  the  hand 
of  violence,  the  society  was  found  to  have  increased  to 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty-three. 

Those  added  to  the  chureb  during  this  time  of  trial 
were  a  choice  and  peculiar  people.  The  writer  has  often 
been  delighted  and  profited,  -when,  in  the  lovefeasts,  he 
listened  to  their  profoundly  interesting  narrations  of  a  rich 
Christtan  ezpetiefice.     Many  hearts  have  been  strength- 
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ened,  and  many  sincere  seekers  after  salvation  enconr&ged, 
as  they  heard  them  tell  of  the  presence  and  power  of 
the  Head  of  the  Church  among  His  people,  when  they, 
with  many  others,  were  hrought  to  God,  and  saved  from 
the  guilt  and  power  of  sin,  during  "  the  seven  years'  famine 
of  the  word." 


THE  MAETYB  MISSIONARY. 

A  PATBior'a  blood  ma;  earn,  indeed, 
And  for  a  Ume  iBBtire  to  his  loved  land 
The  aweeta  of  libert;  and  eqnal  lavs ; 
Bat  martyrs  Bttnggla  tor  a  brightei  prize, 
And  win  it  with  more  pain.    Their  blood  is  shed 
In  Donfirmation  of  the  nobleat  claim. 
Our  claim  to  feed  upon  immortu!  truth, 
To  walk  with  God,  to  be  Divinely  free, 
To  BOBi,  and  to  anticipate  the  sMes. 

COWPEB. 

fHK  date  of  our  tale  carriefl  ua  back,  on  the  atreain  af  | 
time,  some  siitecn  or  eeventeen  years.  Far  up  among 
the  mountains,  in  the  interior  of  Jamaica,  a  mission- 
ary,  who  has  home  the  toils  and  anxieties  of  fifteen  years 
in  that  land  of  oppresBion,  (during  which  time  he  had  passed 
tlirwugh  many  viciasltudee,  and  rejoiced  greatly  over  the 
downfall  of  colonial  slavery,)  ia  standing  by  the  side  of  a 
low,  plain,  brick  tomh,  undistinguished  by  any  iuBcription 
to  inform  the  beholder  whose  ashes  are  slumberiog  in 
the  dust  beneath.  The  tomb  is  discoloured  by  time,  and 
moss-grown.  Grass  and  weeds  almost  conceal  it:  for  it 
is  nearly  twenty  years  since  that  grave  was  opened  to 
receive  the  remains  of  a  victim  of  bigotry  and  persecution, 
who  rests  there  awwting  the  morning  of  the  resurrection, 
and  "the  glory  that  is  to  be  revealed"  in  the  saints  at  "the 
manifestation  of  the  sons  of  God."  To  visit  that  tomb 
the  missionary  has  taken  a  joui'ney  of  some  miles.  He 
baa  himself  confronted  the  banded  brotherhood  of  perse- 
cutore,  and  suffered  from  the  malice  of  the  oppressors  of  the 
slave;    and  '. 


I  profoundly   interested    in  the   thrilling  J 


s  2 


52  B011A.NCE   OF  THE 

memorieB  of  tliat  earlier  period,  when  the  loathsome  prisoit 
cell,  in  tliis  part  of  the  ialand,  frequently  echoed  to  the 
hymns  and  praises  of  incarcerated  misBionaries  of  the  Gross, 
and  when  the  martyr  who  sleeps  here,  where  "  the  wicked 
cease  from  troubling,  and  the  weary  are  at  rest,"  was  hunted 
by  intolerance  to  the  grave. 

The  evening  is  most  lovely.  Gentle,  Bweet,  and  balmy 
are  the  breezes  sweeping  by,  just  sufficient  to  temper  the 
heat,  and  bear  to  the  gratified  eenae  the  delicious  fragrance 
gleaned  from  rich  orange  blosaoms  adorning  a  mul- 
titude of  trees  with  whieli  the  surrounding  pastures 
abound.  The  we;tern  sky  is  lighted  up  with  splendour  and 
beauty :  fcr  the  sua  is  near  hie  setting,  and  paints  one  of 
those  ^rgeons  scenes  whicli  are  never  witnessed  to  such 
advantage  as  within  the  tropica,  Aa  the  miBsionary  turns 
his  face  to  the  magnificent  west,  he  thinks  of  "  glory,"  and 
"  the  saints  in  glory,"  There,  within  the  narrow  confines  of 
thatlowjy  and  unadorned  grave  upon  which  his  foot  is  resting, 
lies  all  that  is  morlal  of  a  martyred  servant  of  Jesus,  long 
einca  literally  crumbled  to  dust ;  for  in  this  torrid  zone  the 
origins]  curse,  "Dust  thou  art,  and  unto  dust  shalt  thou 
return,"  more  rapidly  receives  its  accomplishment,  when  the 
spirit  has  departed,  than  in  a  more  temperate  clime.  But 
he  calls  to  mind  the  moment;  when  the  soul  of  the  young 
missionary,  redeemed  and  purified  by  precious  blood,  ceased 
to  belong  to  earth.  He  follows  it  in  its  upward  fiight,  as 
holy  angels  "  hear  it  to  the  throne  of  love,"  and  "  place  it  at 
the  Saviour's  leet ; "  and  then  he  thinks  of  that  spirit  before' 
the  throne,  realizing  the  "  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal 
weight  of  glory."  And  it  requires  hut  an  effort  of  imagina- 
tion to  fancy  that  it  is  there — in  the  heavens  before  him,  all- 
radiant  with  gold,  and  purple,  and  many  varied  hues — that, 
the  departed  one  has  found  hia  final  rest. 

The  scenery  all  around  is  very  pleasant  to  the  eye.  The 
spot  upon  which  the  visitor  stands,  by  the  side  of  that  long- 
closed  grave,  is  in  a  lovely  valley  amidst  the  mountains  of 
St.  Ann's.  No  cane-fields  or  sugar-works  meet  the  sight : 
for  it  is  a  part  of  the  country  altogether  devoted  to  pasture. 
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There  are  geotle  glades,  and  undulating'  fiilla,  where  waves 
the  luiuriant  Guinea  grass,  introduced  iato  the  country  by 
a  alave-Bhip  from  Africa  in  a  way  that  may  he  oal'ed  aeei- 
dental,  and  proving  a  rich  aud  invaluablf!  boon  to  tha 
plautere.  There  are  clumpa  of  cedar  and  other  valuable 
trees,  giving  a  rich  and  park-like  appearaiii;e  to  the  land- 
scapa ;  interspersed  with  vast  numbers  of  the  OMnge,  now 
white  with  its  delicate  snowy  blossoms,  so  fragrant  and  so 
pure.  Here  and  there  toilers  an  ancient  specimen  of  the 
wild  cotton,  whose  giant  stem,  brauobless,  shootiag  np 
eighty  or  ninety  feet,  at  length  throws  wide  its  massive 
umbrageous  limbs,  Vast  patches  of  woodland  away  in  the 
distance  diversify  the  scene,  occasionally  broken  by  openings 
of  greater  or  less  extent,  marking  spots  where  the  eman- 
cipated Kegro  has  partly  cleared  the  virgin  land  from  the 
heavy  timber  which  covered  hia  newly  purchased  freehold, 
and  where  he  has  fixed  his  humble  cottage,  now  that  he 
has  become  an  owner  of  the  soil  to  which  he  was  attached 
first  as  a  slave,  and  then  as  an  apprenticed  labourer. 
Encircling  the  whole,  and  bounding  the  landscape,  may  he 
traced,  through  a  pellucid  atmosphere,  the  outline  of 
immense  ranges  of  mountains  stretching  far  away,  covered 
with  forests,  the  growth  of  ma.ny  centuries ; — trees  under 
whose  grateful  shade  the  aboriginal  Indians,  through  many 
generations,  indulged  their  love  of  ease,  or  revelled  in  the 
dance  which  was  their  chief  delight,  long  before  the  treacher- 
ous Spaniard  invaded  their  peaceful  land.  These  forests, 
in  their  vast  abundance,  show  how  little  has  been  done  to 
bring  this  fruitful  Queen  of  tlie  Antilles  under  general 
cultivation. 

All  around  is  enchanting ;  but  the  missionary's  eye  rests 
ag^  apon  the  humble  grave,  and  then,  close  at  hand,  upon 
the  ruins  of  a  mission  chapel,  and  a  dilapidated  but  still 
tenantable  mission  house,  exhibiting  a  strange  and  sad  con- 
trast to  the  smiUng  beauty  of  the  landscape,  and  telling,  in 
tieur  mournful  desolation,  with  silent  eloquencB,  of  days 
when  all  had  passions  were  called  iuto  exercue  to  op^se  the 
faithful  preaching  of  the  truth.     Oa  this  jipot  there  eWA  i 
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Christian  Fanctuary,  built  of  the  hard  wood  of  the  country, 
and  cnpnble  of  receiring  from  five  to  sii  hundred  worehip- 
pers.  Its  walls  once  resounded  with  the  procla.m&tion  of  the 
glorious  GoBpel,  and  the  unrivalled  hj-mns  of  the  Wealeya, 
Bung  by  hundrtids,  still  bearing  the  yoke  of  earthly  masters, 
while,  spiritually  emancipated,  they  eiulted  in  the  liberty 
wherewith  Christ  had  made  ti»em  free.  And  there,  at  one 
end  of  the  house  of  God,  was  the  unpretending  but  sufficient 
house  for  the  residence  of  the  missionary.  A  few  uncovered 
rafters  overhead,  part  of  the  framework  of  the  floor,  and 
several  upright  pieces  of  timber  that  once  supported  the 
roof, — these  only  remain  of  the  attractive  and  commodious 
houfle  of  prayer  that  formerly  adorned  this  place,  inviting  the 
sable  sons  and  daughters  of  Africa  to  come  and  join  in  the 
worship  of  tbe  Holy  One,  who  "  hath  made  of  one  blood  all 
nations  of  men  for  to  dwell  on  all  the  face  of  the  earth." 
And  the  pleasant  dwelling,  though  still  partly  inhabited,  is 
but  the  wreck  of  what  it  was  years  ago,  before  this  lovely 
station  was  made  desolate  by  persecution,  stirred  up  by  a 
slave -oppressor,  whose  position  as  rector  of  the  parish 
imparts  a  deeper  turpituile  to  cruelties  and  atrocities 
Buffered  by  his  own  and  other  people's  slaves  at  his  hands, 
or  through  his  instigation.  As  the  visitor  stands  there, 
at  the  loni'ly  tomb,  until  the  sun  disappears  behind  the- 
distant  hills,  and  the  fast-receding  splendours  amid  which 
the  glorious  orb  has  dipped  beneath  the  distant  western 
wave  admonish  him  that  the  time  has  come  for  remounting; 
his  horse,  he  is  busy  with  memories,  both  pleasing  and 
painful,  associated  with  the  history  of  that  desecrated 
sanetuary,  and  the  martyr's  grave.  The  scenes  of  by-gone 
days  rise  in  a  vivid  light  to  his  mind,  like  a  series  of  dis- 
solving views,  awakening  mingled  emotions  of  indignation 
and  sympathy,  but  all  merging  in  profound  gratitude  to 
Him,  the  Wise  and  Good,  who  hath  made  "the  wrath  of: 
man  to  praise"  Him,  while  "the  remainder  of  wrath"  He- 
hath  "  restrained."  Let  some  of  these  changing  scenes 
n  review  before  us. 
A  meeting  is  held  in  the  humble  chapel  at  Spaukh  Towi 
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the  capital  of  the  colony,  called  by  the  Spatjiards  Santiago- 
de-la-Vrga,  where  are  situated  the  princely  rc-idence  of  the 
governor,  and  an  estenaive  Buite  of  government  building*  and 
olBces ;  in  the  midst  of  which  staudii  Rodney's  temple,  aa 
ornamental  structure  erected  to  the  honour  of  our  naval  bero 
of  that  name,  and  intended  to  conunemorate  the  victories  Le 
gtuned  in  these  weatem  seas.  The  temple  is  adorned  with  a 
coGtly  marble  statue  of  the  admiral,  and  several  massive 
gang  taken  from  the  captured  or  sunken  ships  of  the  enemy. 
The  meeting  which  is  going  on  in  the  humble  place  of  wor- 
ship ia  not  one  of  the  regular  public  aervicea,  but  a  meeting 
held  by  the  choir  for  pra^tiaing  tunes  to  be  sung  in  the 
public  ordinances  of  the  ohurch.  Attracted  by  the  music,  a 
gentleman  enters  the  building,  and  quietly  takes  a  distant 
Feat,  liatentng  with  evident  interest.  When  the  httle 
assembly  of  harmonists  breaks  up,  the  stranger  does  not 
retire ;  bTit,  after  their  departure,  he  advances,  and,  apolo- 
gizing for  the  apparent  intrusion,  introduces  himself  to  the 
missionary  as  Mr.  Stephen  Drew,  a  barrister,  residing  on 
his  own  estate  in  St.  Ann's  parish,  called  Belmont.  In 
the  conversation  that  foOows,  the  minister  discovers  tbat 
bis  new  acquaintance  is  not  a  stranger  to  religious  influences 
and  religious  feelings  ;  and  it  transpires,  all  the  more  interest- 
ingly and  pleasingly  because  so  unusual  among  the  planters 
of  Jamaica,  that  be  has  adopted  the  practice  of  reading 
prayers  among  his  eluves  every  Sabbath  morning,  and  that 
he  usually  aecoropaniee  this  service  with  one  of  Wesley's 
eermons.  This  pleasant  interview,  destined  to  lead  to  many 
very  important  results,  ends  with  the  expression,  on  the 
part  of  the  stranger,  of  a  desire  to  have  his  slaves  instructed 
in  the  great  truths  of  the  Gospel  by  Wesleyan  miniattra,  and 
a  polite  and  earnest  request  that  the  miasionary  w 
him  with  a  speedy  visit  at  his  residence  in  the  mountains. 
An  early  opportunity  ia  taken  by  the  Spanish  Toivn  minister 
to  comply  with  the  invitation ;  aud,  after  a  ride  of  about 
forty  miles,  through  some  of  the  most  romantic  and  mag- 
nificent scenery  in  the  world,  be  arrives  at  Belmont,  and 
rM^Tea  a  warm  welcome.     During  this  first  ehott  viait,  the 
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miafiinDaiy  oppiis  hia  covmiBKion  amoDg  tlie  inhaUtants  o 
St.  Aon'a  parish,  by  prraehing  every  evening  to  the  tairiily 
of  hia  hoHt,  and  the  slaves  resident  on  the  "  pen,"  (it  ivould 
be  called  a  grazing  farm  in  Englajid  or  America,)  th»  wel- 
come tidings  of  Balvatton  tfirough  the  atonement  of  Jesus. 
It  is  the  first  time  that  wide-apread  parish  has  seen  a  ChrU- 
tian  tnirjifiter  preaching  to  a  congregation  of  slaves ;  far  all 
are  nUveB,  except  tbe  master  and  hia  lamilj,  and  ttvo  or  three 
white  officiala  who  have  the  direction  and  oversight  of  the 
property.  It  is  true  there  is  a  parish  church  ;  but  this  ia 
small,  and  ten  inilea  distant.  Xor  was  it  built  with  a  view 
to  thf)  icstructioa  of  the  Negro  race,  but  for  the  white 
inhabitants  ;  these  only  being  regarded  as  under  tbe  pastoral 
care  of  the  island  clergy.  As  to  the  man  who  officiates 
there,  his  claim  to  the  dfcignation  of  a  Christian  minister  is 
more  than  questionable:  for  all  that  ever  was  Cbriatian 
about  him  is  sunk  and  lost  in  the  brutal  and  callnus  slave- 
holder,—of  which  class  he  eshibits  the  worst  type;  while 
the  ownpr  of  Belmont  is  nu  example  of  the  most  indulgent 
and  the  beat. 

After  a  few  daj^s'  visit,  which  has  awakened  a  considerable 
interest  in  the  neighbourhood,  tbe  missionary  retraces  his 
path  to  his  home  in  the  low,  hot,  dusty  town  of  Santiago- 
de-la-Vega,  with  pleaeant  memories  of  tbe  journey,  and  the 
new  friendships  and  associations  be  has  formed.  Some 
weeks  later,  the  impaired  health  of  his  wife  induces  him  to 
accept  a  pressing  invitatioTi  from  bis  Belmont  host  and 
hostesK  to  give  tbe  suSerer  tbe  benefi-t  of  a  change  to  the 
cool  and  more  salubrious  climate  of  the  St.  Ann's  moun- 
tains. Eemoved  thither  by  gentle  stages,  the  ainking 
invalid  in  that  pleaoant  region  recruits  her  wasted  energies  ; 
and  soon  the  pallid,  sunken  cheek  exhibits  again  as  much  of 
tbe  bloom  of  health  and  youth  as  is  usually  to  be  found 
within  the  tropics.  Meanwhile,  her  husband  is  diligently 
spreading  tbe  truth  among  tbe  enslaved  population  around. 
He  can  gain  no  access  to  them  on  tbe  week-day,  beyond  the 
..  boundary  of  his  friend's  estate  ;  but  on  the  Sabbath  a  mub 
')  of  tbe  poor  slavea  fiock  from  all  the  surrounding 
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conntrv,  havui^  heard  of  the  minister  who  is  pleaching  afc 
Belmont;  eome  influHiiced  by  cariosity,  but  many  eager  to 
he&r  about  the  Crucilied,  and  the  heaven  of  joy  and  love 
which  they  may  gain  through  His  merits,  after  the  unre- 
<}uited  toils  and  wasting  hardships  of  their  present  unrnviable 
lot  ahall  have  parsed  airay.  The  missionarj's  wife,  too, 
devotes  her  rapidly  increasing  strength  to  the  instruction  of 
these  dark  children  of  Africa,, — dark  in  mind,  as  in  com- 
pl'xion, — with  the  full  sanction  of  their  God-fearing  owner, 
who  is  anxious  that  hi«  bondmen  and  bondwomen  may  share 
with  himself  the  joyoua  hopes  of  life  and  immortality  beyond 
the  grave.  The  blessed  seed  of  the  kingdom,  cast  among 
the  enslaved  children  of  Ham,  hns  generally  found  a  genial 
and  fruitful  soiL  And  there  is  no  exception  here.  Dark 
eyes  glisten  with  mingled  emotions ;  and  dark  faces 
stream  with  copious  tears,  as  the  man  of  God  dwells  on  the 
«tory  of  the  cross,  and  espatiatea  on  God's  wondroas  love  to 
the  lowliest  and  guiltiest  of  the  sinful  race,^ — the  slave  as 
well  as  the  free,  the  black  man  as  well  as  the  white,  all 
equally  interested  in  the  atonement  which  love  has  provided. 
The  melodies  of  the  Methodist  poet,  sung  by  clear  and 
tuneful  voices,  now  begin  to  be  heard  in  the  cottages  around ; 
and  earnest  supplication,  in  simple,  broken  language,  goea 
ap  from  many  a  retreat  amid  these  pleasant  vales  and  moun- 
tains, where  the  voice  of  prayer  was  never  beard  be  lore.  The 
power  of  the  word  baa  been  felt  in  not  a  few  weary  hearts  ; 
and  with  a  ready  faith  the  blessings  of  salvation  have  been 
appropriated.  In  a  word,  souls  have  passed  from  death  unto 
life  ;  ao  that,  on  New  Tear's  day,  thirty  to  forty,  professing 
iaith  in  the  blood  of  Christ,  and  experiencing  its  cleansing 
.power,  ard  baptized  in  the  name  of  the  ever-blessed  Trinity. 
Thus  are  laid  the  foundations  of  a  church  destined 
to  pass  through  many  trials  and  triumphs,  the  master  and 
mistress  of  the  property  being  enrolled  among  its  earheat 
members ;  for  they  al^o  have  ottained,  through  believing, 
"the  peace  whicli  pasaeth  all  u.iderstanding."  Before  the 
missionary  returns  to  his  own  appointed  sphere  of  labour 
in  thu  capital,  after  a  sojourn  of  three  months  iu  tsb.  A.iiu.'b, 
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rangement  is  concluded  for  this  new  atatiou  to  be  visited 
on  one  Sabbath  in  sii  weeks,  to  the  great  joy  of  many,  who 
Lope  to  have  a  miHsionary  ere  long  stationed  in  their  own 

Tliree  years  pass  away.  Through  the  occasional  visits  of 
the  miBsionaries,  and  the  zealous  lahours  of  the  Christian  pro- 
prietor of  Belmont,  (now  become  an  efficient  local  preacher,) 
many  souls  have  been  brought  to  God ;  societies,  more  or 
less  promising,  have  heen  established  ;  and  preaching-houses 
have  heen  opened  at  several  other  places  in  the  parish, 
chieHy  along  the  coast.  And  the  time  has  arrived  for 
taking  measures  in  order  to  the  more  permanent  establish- 
ment of  the  mission  at  Belmont,  by  the  erei;tion  of  auitahle 
buildings  for  public  worship,  and  for  a  missionary's  resi- 
dence ;  so  that  tfic  growing  work  of  God  in  thi*  part  of  the 
Island  may  be  placed  und-er  immediate  pastoral  oversiijht. 
The  estate  is  so  held  hy  its  present  occupant  and  owner,  that 
the  concurrence  of  his  children,  who  are  all  minors,  is  neces- 
sary to  convey  an  ah.'olute  right  to  any  portion  of  it;  which, 
therefore,  cannot  be  legally  done  till  they  have  attained 
their  majority.  In  hope  that  either  himself  or  his  wife,  if 
not  both,  may  survive  that  period,  or  that,  at  all  events,  he 
may  he  able  to  effect  such  arrangements  as  will  finally 
gecure  the  property  for  the  object  contemplated,  a  suitable 
piece  of  land  is  conveyed  to  the  society  at  Belmont,  not  of 
much  value  to  the  estate  itself,  though  a  most  acceptable 
gift  to  tliem.  Thiri  is  accompanied  by  a  donation  of  the 
timber  necessary  for  the  bnildings  ;  and,  after  consider- 
able delay,  the  several  erections  are  commenced.  Pecu- 
niary difficulties  arise,  so  that  years  elapse  before  the 
undertaking  is  completed.  But  tbese  difBculties  are  at 
length  surmounted ;  and,  to  the  unbounded  joy  of  a  mul- 
titude of  the  sable  and  oppressed  denizens  of  the  parish, 
a  commodious  sanctuary,  and  a  pleasant  house  adjoining, 
are  made  ready  to  serve  the  purposes  of  their  erection. 
And  there  the  work  of  the  Lord  abundantly  prospers.  It  is 
a  centre  of  Gospel  light  and  influence,  with  radiationa 
sweeping  over  many  mUes  around.  Hundreds  of  souls  are 
there  bom  of  GtiA  and  ftflt  free  from  t'\ie  m\fter5i)\ft  \i\aA&cnn. 
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of  s'n.  On  the  Sabbath  morning  the  whole  country  is 
(■iiHvtned,  as  numbers  of  the  eusUved  peasantry  in  their 
best  nttire,  and  not  a  {ew  of  the  free  coloured  inhabitants, 
mend  their  way  in  the  direction  of  Belmont,  reminding  the 
beholder  of  the  beaatifal  words  of  a  Hebrew  prophet  ; 
"  And  many  people  shall  go  and  eay,  Come  ye,  and  let  us  go 
up  to  the  mountain  of  the  Lord,  to  the  house  of  the  God  uf 
Jacob ;  and  He  will  teach  us  of  Hia  ways,  and  we  will  walk 
io  His  paths."  (rsaiah  ii.  3.) 

For  sereral  years  this  work  baa  gone  on  withont  interrup- 
tion, though  scanned  by  some  with  an  evil  and  suspioiouB 
eye :  the  character  of  Mr.  Drew,  and  his  influence  in  the 
parish,  being  sufficient  to  restrain  the  spirit  of  persecution, 
until  many  of  the  new  convei'ts  have  become  eBtablished  in 
grace.  But  there  is  one  hard-hearted  man,  whose  talents, 
and  position  as  rector,  give  him  great  power  to  work 
mischief.  From  the  beginning  thia  man  has  watched 
the  progress  of  the  Metboriist  mission  with  jealous  and 
malit'nant  feelinga,  which  only  wanted  an  opportunity  for 
deTclopcnent ;  and  hia  influence  has  been  covertly  eserted  to 
■routio  among  his  parishioners  a  spirit  of  like  hostility. 
These  efforts,  entirely  at  variance  with  the  spirit  proper  to 
biH  aaered  office,  combined  with  the  example  of  other  perse- 
cutors, who  have  caused  the  death  of  the  Missionary  Smith 
in  Demerara,  and  demoliahed  the  Wesleyan  chapel  in  Barba- 
doee,  have  not  been  without  fruit ;  and  there  now  exists  an 
amount  of  bitterness  and  hatred,  among  the  planters  of  St. 
Ann'ii  parish,  well  calculated  to  produce  similar  rcBulta  in 
Jamaica,  when  a  favourable  opportunity  shall  arise.  The 
first  iridication  of  this  bad  feeling  is  Been  in  the  refusal  of 
the  magistrates  to  license  two  missionaries  appointed  to 
labour  in  the  parish  ;  thetc  functionaries  assuming  to 
themselves  the  power  (which,  according  to  a  subsequent 
decii-ion  of  the  highest  legal  authorities  of  the  island,  they 
had  no  rig'ht  to  do)  of  requiring  every  missionaiy  to  take 
out  a  separate  bcence  for  the  parish,  and  of  refusing  such 
licence  at  thtir  pleasure.  This  being  assumed  in  every  other 
pangl^  the  missionariea  are  eul>jected  to   most  i£SA.tvo\iA 


\    60  bomaScb  of  thi  misbjos  field, 

Teetrictioos.  Tho  effect  in  tlie  present  case  is  to  deprive  St. 
Ann's,  for  a  while,  of  a  resident  missionary.  Duriog  ihia 
time  one  of  the  brethren,  (Mr.  BatchSe,)  who  baa  already 
obtained  a  licence  authoriziug  him  to  preach  in  the  parish, 
devotes  to  it  much  of  his  labour,  although  residing  at  a 
distance  of  some  forty  miles  ;  until  he  is  enabled  po  far  to 
free  himself  from  other  enKsgements,  as  to  take  up  hi^  aboda 
for  a  year  or  two  in  St.  Ann's.  Thus  the  plans  of  the  per- 
secutors arc  frustrated.  But  the  Bpirtt  of  intolerance  has 
become  increasingly  rampant ;  and,  before  leaving  his  fruit- 
ful field  of  toil,  this  peaceable  minister  of .  Jesua  Christ, 
and  his  family,  narrowly  escape  the  violence  of  a  gang  of 
ruffians  instigated  to  the  outrage  by  the  slave-holding  rector ! 
Mr,  Batcliffe,  whose  name  is  precious  wherever  he  has 
laboured,  is  succeeded  by  a  younger  minister  holding  no 
licence  from  the  magistrates  of  St.  Ann's.  He  does  not, 
however,  think  himself  called  upon  to  desist  from  his  sacred 
labour  until  the  arrival  of  the  quarter-sessions,  but  com- 
mences preaching  at  all  tlio  stations,  intending  to  apply  to 
the  court  at  its  next  sitting'.  In  the  person  of  one  of  the 
pariah  functionaries,  who  uombinea  in  himself  the  offices  of 
head-constable  and  master  of  the  workhouse  and  gaol,  (both 
places  of  punishment,)  is  exhibited  one  of  the  worst  types 
of  humanity ;  a  man  rendered  callous  and  brutal,  to  an 
extraordinary  degree,  by  doing  the  will  of  the  slave-holders 
in  punishing  their  poor  unfortunate  slaves,  until  he  actually 
feels  a  savage  delight  in  witnessing  and  inflicting  suffering. 
The  payment  of  a  small  fee  is  all  that  is  necessary  to  secure 
at  bis  hands,  and  to  an}'  eitient,  the  puniihmeut  of  a  slave 
sent  for  the  purpose.  In  him  the  rector  finds  a  willing  and 
unscrupulous  agent  for  gratifying  his  own  malignity  toward 
those  who  are  seeking  to  meliorate  the  sad  condition  of  the 
masses  in  the  parish,  by  diffusing  among  them  the  hleased 
light  of  the  Gospel.  The  constable-gaoler  first  attempts 
to  silence  the  man  of  God  by  threats,  but  in  vain.  Then, 
when  the  missionary  applies  to  the  court  ol  quarter-sessions, 
he  opposes  him  there,  and  represents  to  tho  magistrates  that 
this  Methodist   preacher  has  set  the   law  at   nouijbt   by 
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preaching  without  a  licence  ;  ulthougli  there  ia,  in  fact,  no 
law  rendering  it  necessary  to  obtain  a  licence  in  any  other 
part  of  the  island,  when,  in  oompliance  with  the  British 
Toleration  Act,  the  oaths  have  been  taken  in  one  parish, — 
which  the  missionary  has  done.  But  the  designa  of  this 
evil-minded  man  and  his  employer  are  bajlled  by  the  influ- 
ence of  the  custoa,  the  Hon.  Henry  Cos,  who  has 
not  come  under  the  unholy  influence  diffused  through 
the  parish,  and  whose  knowledge  of  Mr.  Drew,  and  of  the 
labours  of  the  missionaries,  enables  him  more  correctly  to 
estimate  the  benetits  which  they  are  conferring  hoth  upon 
the  enslaved  people  and  their  onner^.  The  costos  succeeds 
in  bringing  over  the  other  magiBtratcs  to  his  own  views ; 
the  misBionary  is  allowed  to  take  the  oaths;  and,  having 
paid  somewhat  exorbitant  fees  to  the  ofBcera  of  the  court, 
he  tahes  his  departure  with  a  certiflcate  which  recognises  his 
right  to  ezeiciBe  his  ministry  tbrougbout  the  parish  of  St. 
Ann. 

Defeated  in  this  attempt  to  break  up  the  religious  services 
of  the  Methodists  at  Belmont  and.  elsewhere,  the  constable 
is  frequently  to  be  found  hovering  about  the  chapel  doors, 
abusing  and  threatening  the  poor  slaves  as  they  enter  or 
leave  the  house  of  prayer,  and  reporting  their  attendance  there 
to  the  overseers  of  the  several  estates  to  which  they  belong ; 
thus  causing  them,  in  some  instancGS,  to  he  cruelly  punished 
by  their  taskmasters.  Bnt  the  malign  influence  of  the 
rector  is  at  work  in  another  direction.  Many  times  the 
legislature  of  the  island  has  enacted  laws  with  a  view  to 
suppress  the  labours  of  the  missionaries  among  the  slaves  ; 
bat  as  often  have  these  wicked  attempts  been  neutralized  by 
the  vigilance  of  Christian  friendn  in  England,  and  by  the 
libera]  feeling  of  the  home  government.  However  oun- 
ningly  constructed,  the  oppressive  enactments  have  been 
■uniformly  disallowed  by  the  sovereign  in  council.  But 
again  this  engine  of  mischief  is  set  to  work,  and  all  the  art 
and  address  of  the  clover  rector  are  brought  to  the  task  of 
so  dr.-iwing  up  an  act,  wiiich  is  to  break  up  tbo  missions,  as 
„o  insure  the  approval  oi'  ibe  government  at  home.     A-iSLiR 
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ia  framed,  coDBiatisg  of  nearly  a  hundred  clauses,  profeiwdly 
to  improve  the  conilition  of  the  Blavea,  and  to  seoure  t 
tbem  various  adTantages  ^id  indulgences.  Among  these  ii 
a  provision  to  make  slave  evidence  admitisible  in  certuii 
cases, — a  concession  hitherto  sternly  and  indignantly  re- 
fused by  the  local  legislature.  But  all  this  is  intended  u 
the  vehicle  for  paeeiDg  into  the  authority  of  eatabliahed 
law  (as  nurses  disguise  medicine  for  children  in  that  which 
is  agreeable  to  the  palate)  other  provisions  of  a  most  into- 
lerant character,  which  go  to  deprive  the  Negroes  of  all 
religious  rights, — provisions  which  make  punishable  with 
heavy  fine  or  imprisonment  the  aaaembling  of  slaves  between 
sunset  and  atinrise  for  religious  instruction  by  any  persons, 
not  of  the  Eetablished  Church,  professing  to  be  teachers  of 
religion  ;  excepting,  in  most  distinct  terms,  Jens  and  Boman 
Catholics! — while  Presbyteriana  and  "licensed  ministers" 
are  allowed  to  hold  services  as  labe  as  eight  o'clock  in  the 
evening.  It  is  also  made  a  crime  for  slaves  to  give  any 
instruction  to  each  other ;  a  clause  evidently  designed  to 
restrain  slaves  from  acting  as  class-leadere.  Moreover, 
it  is  proposed  to  punish  missionaries  who  receive  contribu- 
tions from  slaves  for  any  pious  or  charitable  purposes  what- 
soever. This  "new  consolidated  slave  law,"  as  it  ie  called, 
is  nothing  more  or  less  than  a  deep  plot,  the  ofi^pring  of  the 
fertile  brain  of  the  rector,  to  entrap  bis  majesty's  govern- 
ment into  concurrence  with  a  system  of  perseeution,  and  of 
great  cruelty.  For,  what  could  be  more  cruel  than  to  take 
from  the  sons  and  daughters  of  oppression  their  only  solace 
under  the  iron  yoke,  and  shut  them  up  to  all  the  conse- 
quences of  ignorance  ? 

But  the  persecutors  have  ''reckoned  without  tbeir  host." 
The  gay  duke,  representing  his  majesty  in  this  colony,  shows 
himself  quite  ready  to  endorse  and  sanction  their  attempt  to 
add  bitterness  to  the  lot  of  the  oppreBsed,  under  the 
hypocritical  pretence  of  conferring  benefits  upon  them.  But, 
to  give  it  permanence,  tbe  act  must  have  also  the  approval  of 
the  king  in  council ;  and  his  majesty's  ministers  are  not  so 
easily  deceived  as  the  rector  of  St,  Ann's,  and  his  brother 
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«mHpiratora  against  the  rights  and  liberties  of  their  fellow- 
men,  suppose.  There  is  in  the  Colonial  Office  one  who  hai 
occupied  a  seat  there  for  many  years,  as  a  principal  clerk 
under  several  admimBtrattonB, — a  man  whose  large  heart 
warmly  sympathizes  with  the  slaves  and  their  persecuted 
iDstractors,  and  who  is  thoroughly  awake  to  all  the  finesse 
and  hypocrisy  of  colonial  legislation.  The  profession  of  the 
Jamaica  legislature  to  be  concerned  about  improving  the 
condition  of  the  slave  goes  with  him  for  as  much  as  it  is 
worth.  It  is  justly  regarded  as  an  index  to  evil  at  work. 
He  knows  them  and  their  proclivities  well.  At  once  his 
eagle  glance  penetrates  the  real  design  of  this  elaborate 
enactment,  and  all  its  cruelty  and  treachery  lie  open  to  his 
view :  for  long  experience  in  colonial  affairs  has  taught  him 
bow  easy  it  will  be  for  the  planters,  when  once  their  real 
object  in  preventing  Negro  instruction  by  the  missionaries  is 
Becared  by  law,  to  reduce  to  a  dead  letter  everything  that  is 
made  to  wear  a  kind  and  indulgent  aspect  towards  the  slaves. 
In  addition,  there  is  the  masterly  intellect  of  Bichard 
Watson  at  the  Mission  House  in  London ;  and  his  powerful 
pen  lays  bare  the  deformity  and  wickedness  of  this  piece  of 
colonial  l^ialation,  in  the  protest  of  the  Missionary  Com- 
mittee laid  before  his  majesty's  council.  In  a  short  time, 
(far  shorter  than  is  usually  occupied  in  the  di.'ipo.sal  of  a 
colonial  bill,)  a  despatch  arrives  in  Jamaica,  bearing  the 
honoured  name  of  Huskisson,  whioh  disallows  the  "new 
consolidated  slave  law,"  and  embodies  such  comments  as 
prove  that  its  real  character,  however  well  disguised,  is 
understood  and  appreciated  by  the  ministers  of  the  crown. 
The  covert  invasion  of  that  religious  liberty  to  which  all 
subjects  of  the  British  crown  are  entitled, — the  attempt  to 
prevent  all  mutual  instruction  among  the  slaves, — the  pro- 
hibition of  religious  meetings  between  sunset  and  sunrise, 
amounting  in  many  cases  to  a  prohibition  of  religious  worship 
altogether,  especially  in  the  case  of  domestic  slaves, — the  invi- 
dious distinction  set  up  between  Protestant  Nonconformista 
and  Jews  and  Roman  Catholics, — and  the  attempt  to  forbid  by 
law  to  the  slave  what  is  required  of  all  by  New  Testament 
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precept,  (namely,  the  contiiTiuting  for  pious  and  charitable- 
usea,) — are  pointed  out,  and  commented  on,  in  terms  that 
■re  gall  and  wormwood  to  the  baffled  authora  of  this  nefarious 
plot.  And  the  deapatch,  so  worthy  the  heart  and  head  of  ft 
Christian  statesman,  concludes  with  an  impressive  mandate 
to  the  governor- general,  intended  to  guide  him  and  all  his 
successors  in  that  high  statioD,  and  to  prevent  the  coming 
into  operation,  even  for  a  short  season,  of  any  such  act : — 
"I  canuot  too  distinctly  impress  upon  you  that  it  ia  the 
Mettled  purpose  of  his  vtajetty'i  government  to  eanclion  no 
colonial  law  which  needlessly  infringes  on  the  religioue  liberty 
of  any  class  of  Aw  majesty's  subjects;  and  you  will  under- 
stand that  you  are  not  to  assent  to  any  hUl  imposing  amy 
restraint  of  that  nature,  unless  a  clause  he  inserted  for 
suspending  ile  operation  until  hia  majesty's  pleasure  shall  Se 
inoimi." 

But,  while  the  wretched  "  law  "  has  been  slowly  travelling 
to  Europe  and  back,  (there  being  no  fleet  of  massive  steamers 
as  yet  traversing  the  broad  Atlantic,)  and  during  the  time  ifc 
has  been  under  discussion  at  the  Colonid  Office,  it  has  come 
into  temporary  operation  in  Jamaica ;  and  eager  advantage 
is  taken  of  it  in  many  parts  of  the  island,  but  especially  in 
St.  Ann's,  to  harass  and  persecute  the  religious  instructors 
of  the  slaves.  The  new  "law  "  began  to  take  effect  on  the 
10th  of  May ;  and,  before  th  e  month  expires,  Mr.  GrimsdaJl, 
the  missionary  resident  at  Btlmont,  being  the  second  who 
has  occupied  the  new  bouse  there,  is  summoned  before  the 
magistrates  in  special  ECEsion,  to  answer  complaints 
preferred  by  the  constable.  It  is  alleged  that  he  has 
preached  in  an  unlicensed  house  at  Ocho  Bios,  and  has  a1^o 
preached  to  a  company  of  slaves  at  unlawful  hours, — that  is, 
after  sunset.  He  obeys  the  suraraons.  To  the  first  charge 
the  accused  replies,  that  for  about  three  years  the  house  in 
question  has  been  used  as  a  plana  of  religious  worship  ;  but 
that,  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  new  law,  he  has  done 
all  that  was  practicable  in  the  case,  having  sent  in  a  certi- 
ficate to  the  clerk  of  the  peace,  showing  that  the  house  is 
intended  to  be  etill  uiied  as  formerly,  and  conveying  an 
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application  that  it  Hhould  be  accordingly  registered  at  the 
court  of  quarter-session  a.  The  three  magistrates  upon  the 
bench  require  that  he  shall  cease  to  use  the  house  for  reli- 
gious purposes,  until  it  has  been  duly  licensed  by  this  court. 
He  is  very  well  convinced  that  this  is  only  a  scherae  to  put 
an  end  to  the  services  in  that  place  altogether.  (Herein,  aa 
it  turns  out,  he  is  quite  right :  for,  when  the  quarter-sessions 
arrive,  the  magistrates  assume  and  exercise  the  illegal  power 
of  refusing  to  "record"  the  house.)  However,  as  it  will 
involve  no  more  than  the  eeaaation  of  the  services  for  a  few 
weeks,  he  auhmits  to  this  arbitrary  stretch  of  authority,  and 
consents  to  abstain  from  preaching  at  Ocho  Rios  untO  the  court 
of  quaiter-sessionB  has  been  held.  In  dealing  with  the 
charge  of  preaching  to  slaves  at  unlawful  hours,  the  accused 
refers  to  the  very  clause  of  the  law  under  which  the  com- 
plaint has  been  made ;  and  shows,  what  is  very  clear,  that 
Ilia  case  forms  one  of  the  exceptions  there  mentioned,  inas- 
much aa  he  is  a  duly  licensed  minister, — licensed  in  the 
parish, — and  therefore  entitled,  by  the  new  law  itself,  to 
continue  religious  services  until  eight  o'clock ;  heyond  which 
hour,  even  the  accuEer  testified,  those  exercises  were  not 
continued.  But  he  has  to  do  with  men  who  do  not  scruple 
to  make  the  law  bend  to  their  own  had  purposes  and 
prejudices.  It  was  pre -determined  that  the  Methodist 
preacher  should  go  to  gaol,  or. pay  a  fine  of  twenty  pounds 
at  least ;  and,  refusing  to  gratify  these  gentlemen  by  paying 
down  this  amount  of  his  own  or  the  Society's  money,  to  gaol 
he  is  accordingly  sent,  committed  hy  S.  W.  Rose,  B.  W. 
Smith,  and  David  Brydon, — occupants,  if  not  ornaments,  of 
the  bench,- — for  "  teaching  and  preaching  to  slaves  at 
improper  and  unlawful  hours,  contrary  to  the  trua  intent  and 
meaning  of  the  law  now  in  force." 

In  the  custody  pf  the  constable,  the  missionary  is  led  to 
prison, — one  of  the  most  filthy  and  noisome  of  all  the 
loathsome  prisons  of  Jamaica.  The  upper  story  of  the  gaol 
is  divided  into  four  apartments,  two  of  which  are  used  as  tlie 
l)ari3h  hospital,  the  partition  walls  not  rising  to  the  ceiling ; 
but  only  part  of  the  way,  and  surmounted  with  open.  \a.tUco 
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work ;  80  that  the  unwholesome  effluvia  from  the 
float  freely  through  all  the  apartments.  One  of  the 
two  rooms  is  assigned  to  the  misEtonary,  while  the  second  ia 
crowded  with  pmoners.  The  four  rooms  occupj  a  epaoe  of 
thirty-five  feet  by  twenty-five.  Uodemeath,  and  eepanted 
only  by  a  eingle-boarded  floor,  are  cells  occupied  by  three  mm 
under  sentence  of  death,  and  by  a  crowd  of  prisoners,  chidSj 
NegroB?,  who  are  awaiting  their  trial  for  various  oSences  at 
the  quarter-seseions.  There  is  hut  one  window  to  the 
missionary's  cell,  and  that  is  so  situated  as  to  render  the 
place  almost  intolerable.  It  is  only  by  the  free  use  of  strong 
camphorated  Kpirit,  that  he  can  overcome  the  nausea  with 
which  he  is  assailed  all  through  the  evening  and  the  night. 
Ten  long  nights  and  days  he  endures  this  cruel  confinement, 
after  which  he  is  set  at  liberty,  with  health  broken,  and 
physical  energies  much  exhausted.  As  it  is  the  blessed 
Sabbath,  he  bends  hia  footsteps  at  once  to  the  chapel,  not  far 
distant ;  where,  enfeebled  as  he  is,  he  conducts  both  the 
public  services  of  the  day, — rejoicing,  with  his  afflicted, 
sympathizing  flock,  in  tbe  grace  by  which  he  has  been 
Eustaiued,  while  suffering  for  his  Master's  take.  Ou  tbe 
Monday  he  reaches  his  residence  at  Belmont.  Dtlightful  is 
the  change  from  that  dreary  prison  to  a  sweet  mountoui 
home  i  and  precious  are  the  fresh  and  fragrant  breezes  which 
greet  him  there,  where  many  sable  hundreds  testify  by  their 
teara  the  deepest  condolence  with  their  beloved  minister,  and 
with  extrav^ant  demonstrations  welcome  his  return  to  his 
family  and  to  them. 

Having  consented  to  abstain  from  preaching  in  the  liou'o 
at  Ocho  Rioa  until  the  quarter-sessions  shall  afi'ord  him  th 
opportunity  of  having  the  place  recorded  for  the  purpose,  he 
refrains  from  conducting  any  public  service  there,  willing  to 
concihate  prejudice  by  submitting  for  a  feason  to  an  illegal 
restriction.  At  the  proper  time  he  presents  himself  before 
the  magistrates ;  when  the  custos,  who  presides  at  the 
eesaions,  and  another  of  the  magistrates,  express  themselves 
in  favour  of  registenDg  the  house  at  Oaho  Eios,  and  granting 
the  certificate.     But  tbe  adverse  influence  of  tbe  rector  has 
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Ixea  at  work,  and  tbere  ie  a  larga  assemblage  of  magistrates 
who  have  been  drawn  to  join  the  ranks  of  the  persecutors, 
and  have  come  together  for  tlie  sake  of  putting  down 
the  Methodist  preachers.  The  custos  is  outvoted,  and  the 
court  decides  upon  refusing  to  grant  any  certificate.  This 
amounts  to  a  decision,  that  the  services  at  Ocho  Kios,  which 
have  continued  for  some  jears,  shall  he  brought  to  a  close, 
and  the  people  in  that  neighbourhood  deprived  of  sacred 
ordinances.  The  missionary  is  a  man  of  meek  and  humble 
fipirit,  but  also  of  courage.  He  is  satisfied  that  these  men 
fcave  no  legal  authority  for  what  they  do ;  and,  having  shown 
his  respect  for  what  they  choose  to  regard  as  law,  and 
«atiB(ied  the  Toleration  Act,  he  concludes  that  be  has  done  all 
that  Christian  duty  and  a  good  conscience  require  of  him  in 
the  matter.  And  now,  after  much  prayer,  he  resolves  to 
obey  God  rather  than  men,  and  to  refuse  suhmiision  to  a 
■cruel  intolerance  that  would  leave  dark  multitudes  around 
him  to  perish  in  their  ignorance  and  sin.  Accordingly  ho 
resumes  the  usual  services  all  through  the  circuit,  commend- 
ing himself  and  his  cause  to  God,  and  calmly  awaiting  the 
result;  prepared  to  bring  to  a  legal  test,  if  need  be,  the 
authority  assumed  by  the  magistrates  of  St.  Ann's.  For 
some  weeks  he  is  suffered  to  go  on  unmolested,  he  and  his 
brethren  earnestly  and  confidently  looking  forward  to  the 
time  when  hia  majesty's  disallowance  of  the  persecuting  law 
now  in  operation  shall  be  signified  to  the  governor.  The  rector 
and  the  magistrates  also  have  some  fearful  anticipations  of  a 
similar  kind,  having  probably  received  through  the  agent  in 
London  some  intimation  of  the  doom  which  is  impending,  at 
the  Colonial  Office,  over  this  ofFspring  of  their  intolerance ; 
and,  while  the  unrighteous  law  is  still  operative,  they  resolve 
to  strike  another  blow.  One  day,  during  service  at  Ocho 
Hios,  the   missionary  and  congregation  see  the  repuUiva 

countenance  of peering  into  the  chapel  and  around  it. 

This  is  justly  regarded  aa  an  omen  of  evil ;  for  the  presence 
of  that  man,  like  some  bird  of  prey,  augars  nothing  that  is 
good.  No  one  therefore  is  surprised  that  on  the 
following  day  the  niisaionary  finds    himself  aga;ti.  in  ftia 


^ 


pr 

^^^  th 

P  aci 


(iS  BOMASCE   OF  THE  MI:!8I0H  FIELD.  ^^1 

custody  of  thia  spy,  to  be  carried  before  the  magiBtrates  on 
the  old  charge  of  preacbitig  to  slaves  in  an  UDlicensed  bouse ;. 
with  the  additional  complaiot  of  having  married  ooe  slave  to 
iinother  without  consent  of  the  owner.  The  magiBtrates  arc, 
for  tbe  most  part,  as  before,  pliant  and  illiterate  toots  of  the 
slave-holdiBg  rector.  In  vain  the  prisoner  pleads  that  be 
has  done  ail  the  law  requires ;  and  that,  the  bouse  being 
certified,  it  is  the  fault  of  tlie  magistrates  themselves  that  it 
is  not  recorded  j  they  having  tiercised  an  illegal  power  in 
refusing  bis  application.  In  vain  be  pleads  that  ba  has 
violated  no  kw  by  marrying  the  slave  to  the  object  of  her 
choice,  since  none  exists  in  the  colony  referringto  marriage 
at  all.  (Ue  might  have  added,  that,  until  the  mission- 
aries introduced  it,  marriage  was  little  known  among  any 
class  of  tbe  people,  and  among  the  slaves  and  coloured  people 
quite  unknown.)  As  in  the  former  case,  tbe  magistratea  have 
come  together  to  do  only  what  they  and  tbeir  friend  the 
rector  had  already  resolved  upon ;  and  the  persecuted 
servant  of  Christ  is  again  handed  over  to  ruffianly  keeping, 
and  taken  back  to  tbe  same  unwholesome  cell  ivith  which  he  is 
already  familiar. 

The  place  is  indescribably  odious,  and  produces  loathing, 
which  he  seeks  to  counteract,  as  before,  by  the  use  of 
camphorated  spirit,  and  other  similar  means.  This  time  be 
is  committed  for  trial  at  the  sessions,  and  not  for  a 
definite  term  of  imprisonment.  Bail  is,  therefore,  sought 
and  tendered  for  his  appearance  before  tbe  court ;  but  diffi- 
culties are  thrown  in  the  vray,  and  it  is  not  until  after  the 
lapse  of  aeveral  days  that  the  bail  is  accepted,  and  tbe  suffering 

set  at  liberty.     It  is,  alas !  too  late  to  save  bis  life. 

never  fully  recovered  from  the  effects  of  his  former 
imprisonment.  The  deadly  poison,  inhaled  during  ten  days' 
lement,  is  still  lurking  in  his  veins,  corrupting 
the  vital  fluid,  and  weakening  the  citadel  of  life ;  and  now, 
every  hour  that  he  breathes  that  polluted  atmosphere,  the 
■ubtle  venom  diffused  through  bis  system  is  quickened  into 
activity,  his  strength  is  rapidly  diminishing,  and  he  is 
being  bunied  to  the    grave.     It  is.  doubtless,  the  report 
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■of  the  prisoner's  failing  health,  made  by  the  gaoler, 
that  inducea  the  magistrates  to  accept  the  proffered  haiL 
Had  he  remained  within  those  priEon  walls  a  day  or  two 
longer,  he  would  scarcely  have  survived  to  pass  throngh  the 
gates.  Ab  it  is,  more  serious  effects  thaa  those  of  many 
years  of  wasting  toil  have  been  produced,  by  a  few  days' 
imprisonment.  Faint  and  eihausted,  and  almost  dyiog,  ha 
IB  borne  back  to  his  mountain  home,  to  leave  it  no  more,  till 
he  aseends  to  that  better  home  above,  "  the  palace  of  angels 
and  God."  The  cool  and  balmy  air  of  the  uplands  revives 
him  a  little,  and  for  a  short  time  he  aeema  likely  to  rally; 
bat  the  seeds  of  fatal  disease  are  within  him,  and  the  king 
of  terrors  has  been  permitted  to  mark  him  aa  his  prey.  The 
poison  which  ba3  undermined  all  the  powers  of  life  is 
developed  in  a  lingering  fever,  such  as  no  medical  skill  can 
check ;  and  it  soon  becomes  evident  to  his  weeping  young 
wife  that  she  must  shortly  be  a  widow,  and  lier  infant 
fatherless.  Friends  sutrjuad  the  bed  of  death,  and  do  all 
that  love  caa  dictate  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferer.  At 
intervals,  when  delirium  ceases,  he  speaks  sweetly  of  the  all- 
sufficiency  of  Divine  grace,  and  the  preeiousnesa  of  the 
-sprinkled  blood;  until,  on  the  fifteenth  day,  waving  his 
hand  in  triumph,  and  with  a  countenance  all  radiant,  this 
witness  for  his  Lord,  while  jet  in  the  prime  of  youth- 
ful manhood,  passes  to  the  blessed  spirit-land,  to  be 
numbered  among  those  glorified  ones  who  have  resisted 
nnto  blood,  and  counted  not  their  lives  dear  unto  them- 
selves, so  that  they  might  fioish  their  course  with  joy. 
On  the  following  day,  amid  the  tears  and  lamentations  of 
white  and  black,  bond  and  free,  the  deserted  clay  is  laid  in 
that  lowly  grave,  which  afterwards,  discoloured  by  time,  met 
the  eye  of  the  traveller  amid  the  rnins  of  the  mission 
station  at  Belmont. 

These  things  might  not  have  lieen,  had  it  pleased  unerring 
Providence  to  spare  the  life  of  the  Christian  owner  of  these 
broad  lands.  But  that  good  man  has  been  sleeping  in  his 
family  vault  nearly  a  year  ;  and  his  ransomed  spirit  is  cnjoj- 
ing  an  eodisM  rent.     Metbodism  found  him  "  &OAt\iig  M^U 
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•%  sea  of  scepticism,"  believing  nothing,  fearing  everything, 
uid  proving  the  bitter  truth  of  those  words  of  heavenly 
wisdom,  though  he  knew  them  not,  "  The  wicked  are  like  the 
troubled  aea,  when  it  cannot  rest,  whose  waters  cast  up  mire 
and  dirt."  The  first  sermon  he  heard  from  a  miBsionarjf's 
lipB,  (on  John  iii.  3,)  before  he  sought  the  interview  related 
in  the  foregoing  pages,  made  a  deep  impression  on  his  heart. 
Through  God's  blessing  upon  it,  that  discourse  let  ia  a 
flood  of  light,  altogether  new,  on  bia  bewildered  mind.  It 
reached  his  conscience,  and  awakened  it  to  an  activity' 
long  unknown.  It  produced  what  be  had  never  felt  or 
imagined  before, — 


And  soon  his  doubts  were  salved,  and  all  the  dark  clouds  of 
toepticism  dispersed,  when  be  came,  a.  self- condemned  dinner, 
to  Jesus,  and  by  simple  faith  obtained  "redemption  through 
His  blood,  even  the  forgiveness  of  sins."  At  onee  he  took 
Mtive  part  in  the  Lord's  service.  Defying  reproach  and 
opposition,  he  opened  the  nay  for  the  establishment  of  a 
mission  station  in  the  parish  where  he  lived;  rejoiced  over 
the  conversion  of  his  wife  and  daughter,  and  the  Christian 
instruction  of  his  slaves;  became  himself  a  devoted  class- 
leader  and  local  preacher  ;  gave  land  and  timber  for  mission 
huildings  on  bis  own  estate,  and  also  at  St.  Ann's  Bay  )  and 
boldly  vindicated  the  truth  which  had  been  to  him  "  the 
power  of  God  unto  salvation,"  both  in  the  pulpit  and  with 
the  pen,*  as  well  as  by  the  silent,  powerful  eloquence  of  a 
blameless,  benevolent,  and  holy  life.  How  inscrutable  is  the 
Providence  which  took  away  such  a  man  at  such  a  time  [ 
Had  his  life  been  prolonged,  he  would  have  stood  by  the  per- 

"  Mr.  Drew  was  the  anthor  of  a  well-written  work,  in  two  octavo 
Toltuneg,  entitled,  "  Principles  of  S elf-Knowledge  ;  or  an  Attempt  to 
demonstrate  the  Truth  of  Christianity,  and  the  Efficacy  of  Expeci- 
mentnl  Seligion,  against  the  Cavils  af  the  Infidel,  Bad  the  Objectiona 
of  the  Formalist."  These  volumes  passed  tliraiigh  the  press  under 
snpervision  of  the  well-lmown  Samuel  Drew,  A.M. ;  bat  their 
Ltlioi  did  not  live  to  Bee  them  in  print. 
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secuted  misgionary ;  and  there  is  libtle  douLt  that  his  influence 
in  the  parish,  as  a  magistrate  greatly  respected,  added  to  his 
eminent  legal  ability,  would  have  been  more  than  a  match 
fur  the  cunning  of  the  rector  and  all  hia  associates.  He  had 
been  tailing  in  vigour  for  some  time  ;  but  the  wicked  outrage 
by  which  it  was  attempted  to  destroy  the  lives  of  Mr. 
Radcliffeandhisfamily  at  St.  Ann'^B»y,  bymeansofagangof 
ruffian B,  had  called  forth  all  Mr.  Drew's  energies  to 
trace  and  bring  to  puniEhment  the  lawless  band,  some  of 
whom  were  well  known.  Having,  in  hia  capacity  of 
magifltrate,  set  matters  in  train  for  a  thorough  investiga- 
tion, he  returned  home :  but  it  was  to  die ;  hia  eiertions 
having  probably  exceeded  what  his  sinking  health  could 
endure.  Before  the  inquiry  could  be  pushed  to  any  important 
result,  hia  little  remaining  strength  finally  gave  way :  and, 
to  the  grief  of  the  raisaionaries,  and  the  still  deeper 
diatress  of  hia  excellent  wife  and  family,  he  passed 
away  in  blessed  triumph  to  the  church  before  the  throne. 
Just  before,  he  had  put  forth  literally  a  dying  effort  in  ^^1 
einging  the  beautiful  words, —  ^^^| 

■'  I  iaow  tliut  my  Redeemer  lives,  ^^^H 

'I                                       And  ever  prays  for  me  ;  ^^^H 

^^^^^T                    A  token  at  Hia  tovo  He  gives,  ^^^H 

^^^^^1                       A  pleiige  of  liberty."  ^^^| 

^^^^^pong  other  utterances  on  his  death-bed,  he  said  to  one       ^^H 
I     of  the  missionaries,  who  was  expressing  hjs  regret  that  one 


ispressing  hJs  regret  that  c 
so  usefVil  should  be  taken  away  ab  i^uch  a  crisis,  "  I  am  but  a 
poor  worm ;  there  is  no  room  for  boasting.  I  cannot  look  to 
anything  that  I  have  done.  The  whole  science  of  divinity  is 
compressed  into  a  very  narrow  compass  : — 


Mr.  Drew  has  left  behind  him  a  family  of  children,  and  a 
widow  like-minded  with  himself,  who  enters  fully  into  all  the 
plana  of  large-hearted  benevolence  which  ho  formed,  and 
partly  executed.  A  lady  of  energetic  and  well-cultivated 
TTi'"'*,  she  carried  ob,  mth  excellent  reaulte,  tlie  ma&a.^'i- 
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inent  of  the  estate.  But  liow  dark  and  iaexplicable  are 
God's  ways !  Only  one  fitort  year  haa  tlapsed  since  the 
martyred  Grimsdedl  was  laid  in  his  "  narrow  cell," — two 
years  f  ince  her  husband  aseended  to  the  skies, — when,  after 
a  brief  illnesB,  this  excellent  lady  ig  Bummoned  to  rejoin  her 
beloved  companion  in  the  better  land,  and  an  orphan  family 
is  left  to  deplore  an  irreparable  loss.  When  this  new  afflic- 
tion occurs,  pereecution  is  etill  raging,  and  the  rector  and 
magietrateg,  stung  abnost  to  madness  by  the  disallowance 
of  their  malevolent  "slave  law,"  are  imprisoning  missionaries, 
and  stretching  their  authority  beyond  all  bounds,  in  defiance 
alike  of  justice  and  of  law.  The  painful  bereavement,  mean- 
while, brings  a  still  darker  cloud  over  the  prospects  of  the 
mission,  and  gives  the  rector  fre^h  opportunities  of  pursuing 
his  designs.  The  estate  and  afiairs  of  Belmont  (the 
children  being  mostly  young)  fall  into  the  hands  of  an 
executor  or  trustee  who  has  no  sympathy  with  the  religious 
views  of  Mr.  Drew.  Had  the  excellent  widow's  life  been 
prolonged  nntil  all  her  children  attained  their  majority,  (the 
thing  too  fondly  anticipated,]  there  is  little  doubt  that  they 
would  have  become  parties  to  the  deed  of  conveyance  required 
for  finally  securing  the  land  on  which  the  mission  premises 
were  erected,  both  at  Belmont  and  St.  Ann's  Bay.  But, 
unhappily,  an  opportunity  is  now  presented  for  reclaiming 
the  land,  and  driving  the  "  sectarians "  from  the  parish : 
— a  chance  which  may  Dot  be  allowed  to  pass  away 
onimproved.  The  land  is  of  little  intrinsic  value;  and  there 
would  be  no  imwillingnees  to  indemnify  the  estate  held  on 
trust  for  the  children's  henellt,  by  giving  compensation  to 
the  largest  amount  at  whiuh  it  could  be  fairly  appraised. 
But  the  trustee  is  fully  under  the  influence  of  the  rector, 
who  will  be  satisfied  with  nothing  less  than  wresting  tha 
property  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Methodists.  The  premises 
have  now  become  valuable :  for  many  hundreds  of  pounds, 
contributed  partly  by  the  poor  slaves,  fcom  what  their  small 
provision  grounds  have  yielded,  but  chiefly  by  the  Society  in 
London,  have  been  expended  in  erecting  those  neat  and 
commodious  buildings — chapel,  dwelling,  &c. — which  adorn 
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the  station.  But  wbat  carea  that  man  (minister  of  a  just 
and  holy  religion  though  he  professes  to  be)  for  tho  ' 
unrighteousness  of  lajing  violent  haiida  on  the  property  of 
others,  to  which  the  estate  could  have  no  moral  claim  ?  If 
the  religious  eervices  there  instituted  for  the  good  of  the 
Negroes  can  be  broken  up,  he  will  rejoice  as  one  that  findeth 
great  spoU. 

The  demand  to  vacate  and  give  up  the  mission  property, 
-chapels,  residence  and  all,  both  at  Belmont  and  St.  Ann's 
Bay,  is  in  due  course  made.  Before  this  is  complied  with, 
the  beat  legal  advice  to  be  had  in  the  island  is  taken,  and 
the  conclusion  is  reached,  that  it  is  most  advisable,  on  the 
whole,  not  to  riek  in  coats  of  uncertain  litigation  money 
■which  may  aiford  material  help  in  providmg  other  places  of 
worship.  To  the  very  deep  sorrow  of  hundreds,  the  beauti- 
ful station  at  Belmont,  and  the  premises  at  St.  Ana's  Bay, 
are  idtimately  abandoned. 

But  the  chief  designs  of  the  persecutors  are  not  accom- 
plished, nor  is  the  work  of  the  Lord  entirely  frustrated. 
The  poor  people,  hundreds  of  whom  were  "  born  for  glory  " 
on  that  spot,  having  there  heard  the  joyful  eound  of  that 
truth,  which  makes  men  spiritually  free,  weep  and  mourn 
over  the  loss  of  their  pleasaat  sanctuary,  and  of  some  of 
the  means  of  gracs  :  but  the  mission  is  not  broken  up,  as 
its  enemies  confidently  espectei.  The  great  Head  of  the 
Church  raises  up  instruments  suited  to  the  accomplishment 
of  Hia  own  purposes.  So  it  is  in  this  case.  The  martyred 
Grimsdall  has  been  succeeded  by  a  inisEionary  not 
easily  daunted  or  discouraged.  With  quiet  yet  earnest 
resolution,  ready  to  endure  or  to  do  anything  the  occasion 
may  require,  he  confronts  the  opposers,  and  addresses  him- 
eelf  to  the  emergency  of  this  case,  cheering  the  hearts 
of  the  suffering  people,  not  only  to  the  poict  of  patient 
endurance,  but  of  joyful  hope  After  some  difficulty  be 
succeeds  in  obtaining  for  hire  a  house  (or,  rather,  wbat 
looks  very  much  like  the  half  of  a  house  which  has  been  cut 
in  two)  called  "  Blackheatb,"  within  two  or  three  miitB  o^ 
Behaojit.     It  is  auMoient  for   the    aecomtnodattoQ  ot  ^u& 
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owu  family,  but  not  to  receive  the  large  congregation  wont 
to  aesemble  in  the  chapel.  In  the  adjacent  pasture,  however, 
there  are  majestic  trees,  whose  wide-cpreading  branches 
afford  a  delightful  protection  from  the  scorching  aun-raya. 
And  here,  Sabbath  after  Sabbath,  the  people  asaemble,  bood 
and  free  ;  not  discouraged,  though  a  heavy  shower,  such  as 
Europeans  setdom  witness,  eometimes  sends  them  dripping 
to  their  homea.  The  aorrounding  hilla  echo  with  their 
BOngs  of  praise ;  and,  sitting  all  around  the  minister  upon 
the  grass,  they  listen  with  moist  and  eager  eyes  to  the  truth 
that  saves.  The  novelty  of  this  open  field  worship,  and 
the  sympathy  felt  with  the  congregation  driven  from  its 
place  of  worship,  bring  additional  numbers  from  all 
the  country  round  to  attend  these  pleasant  services ;  and 
the  power  of  Jehovah  is  there  to  slay  and  to  save.  Beneath 
the  thick  branches  of  those  fine  cedars,  many  hearts  are 
pierced  with  conviction  of  sin,  and  not  a  few  are  brought 
into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  children  of  God.  It  is  a 
re-animating  scene  ;  one  of  great  rural  beauty,  and  of  mare 
than  earthly  grandeur ; — a  scene  on  which  seraphs  might 
hover  with  ecstatic  joy.  There  is  a  congregation  largely 
made  up  of  Negro  slaves,  in  clean  but  humble  apparel, 
bowing  before  God,  and  learning  the  way  to  heaven.  Words 
cannot  describe  the  eager  attention  with  which  they  listen, 
BH  the  missionary  c ipatiates,  with  thrilling  eloquence,  on  the 
words,  "  What  meanest  thou,  0  sleeper  ?  Arise,  call  upon 
thy  God,  if  BO  be  that  God  will  think  upon  us,  that  we 
perith  not."  (Jouah  i.  fi.)  It  is  no  fancy  sketch.  These 
eyes  beheld  it ;  and  these  ears  listened  there  to  a  much- 
loved  friend  wlio  discoursed  on  the  test  just  cited,  while 
"thoughts  that  breathe,  and  words  that  bum,"  fell  from 
lips  now  hushed  in  the  silence  of  the  grave. 

In  process  of  time,  the  ejected  congregation  obtwn, 
through  the  liberality  of  English  friends,  the  gift  of  a  large 
tent,  which  is  erected  there  in  the  pasture,  affording  shelter 
OS  many  as  its  dimensions  will  accommodate,  when  the 
loda  drop  their  fatneaa  upon  the  earth.    The  perseeutora 
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bave  the  mortification  of  Eeeing  that  tha  work  they  liate  ^^M 
goes  on  more  prosperoufllj  than  ever.  It  becomes  necessary  ^^| 
to  divide  the  congregation,  for  they  gather  in  crowds  from 
places  miles  distant  on  either  side.  DiTine  Providence  opens 
theway.  Land  ia  offered  for  sale  in  favourahle  localities.  Two 
beautiful  and  convenient  sites  are  procured,  juat  in  the 
midst  of  the  people,  some  sis  or  seven  miles  apart.  It  is  no 
dbcouragement  that  for  many  months  the  divided  congre- 
gation has  to  worship  one  part  in  the  field,  the  other  part 
in  the  forest,  canopied  by  giant  trees,  uatil  the  arrangements 
for  building  are  completed.  At  length,  through  the  liberal 
contributions  of  the  people  on  the  spot,  and  of  friends  of 
mJEsions  in  England,  two  neat,  commodious,  and  substantial 
houses  of  prayer  are  reared,  capable  of  containing  at  least 
three  times  as  many  as  the  desecrated  sanctuary  at  Belmont. 
Thus  God,  in  His  boundless  wisdom,  evolves  good  out  of 
the  evil,  and  makes  the  wrath  of  man  to  praise  Him.  Kear 
the  larger  of  these  two  mount^n  sanctuaries  stands  the 
missionary's  comfortable  residence.  The  principal  road 
through  the  island  gracefully  winds  round  the  foot  of  the 
hill,  passing  between  the  mission  house  and  chapel ;  while 
the  rural  station,  and  the  numerous  cottages  of  the 
tmancipated  peasantry  thickly  studding  the  neighbour- 
hood all  around,  add  new  and  lively  features  to  a  most 
beautiful  landscape. 

But  Belmont  has  gone  to  rtiin.  After  the  change  of 
management,  it  soon  ceased  to  he  the  prosperous,  productive 
estate  it  had  been.  Its  rich  herds  of  cattle  no  longer  yielded 
any  remunerative  return;  the  pasture  walls  became  dilapi- 
dated, and  were  suffered  to  remain  without  repair  ;  and  the 
fine  stone  buildings  fell  bto  decay.  But  God  has 
taken  care  of  the  orphan  children.  Of  the  chapel,  in 
the  rearing  of  which  so  many  hearts  were  gladdened,  there 
are  now  only  fragments.  How  difierent  it  was,  when 
hallowed  as  the  place  where  Jehcrvah  Jesus  was  worshipped! 
How  different  it  might  have  been  still!  Such  are  the 
thoughts  of  the  missionary  visitor,  as,  awakiTig  iiia^o.  ^2a» 
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long  reverie  in  which  he  has  heen  indulging,  he  ohserves 
that  the  shades  of  evening  are  gathering  darkly  around  him. 
Mounting  his  horse,  and  casting  one  more  look  upon  the 
ruin,  he  turns  away  with  saddened,  chastened,  grateful 
feeling,  and  hids  a  last  farewell  to  the  geavb  of  thb 
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IV. 

STTPrEEING  FOR  THE  TEUTH. 

LiT  na  lie  patient  I    These  severe  afilictioDs 

Not  from  the  Rroimd  arise , 
Sat  oftentimes  celestial  benediction b 

AsBnme  tliia  dark  diagmao. 
"We  eee  bnt  dimly  thiongt  the  mists  and  vapociB ; 

Amid  these  earthly  damps 
'What  seem  to  us  but  sad  funereal  tapeia 

May  be  beaven's  distant  lamps. 

LoKOFELtOW. 


martjred  misaionnry  sleeps  i 
1  the  prime  of  youth  and 
iiEefuineBa ;  aa  truly  murdered 
had  been  actually 
drink  ita  contents.     The 


hie  early  grave,  cut 

1  the  morning  of  his 

if  the  deadly  chalice 

to  his  lips,  and  he  compelled  to 

ily  difference  is,  that  the  poison 


which  drank  up  his  young  life  -v 
through  the  lungs,  and  not  through  the  ordinary  medium. 
And  little  do  they  reck,— those  unjust  and  cruel  men  who 
have  perpetrated  this  deed  of  great  wrong, — that  the  life  of 
a  man  of  God  has  been  abruptly  cut  short  by  their  pro- 
ceedings;  that  his  young  wife  has  been  plunged  in  the 
bitter  sorrows  of  early  widowhood  ;  or  that  his  infant  child 
has  been  prematurely  deprived  of  a  father's  watchful  care. 
Urged  on  by  the  worldly,  unfaithful  minister  with  whom 
the  parish  ia  corsed  aa  its  rector,  the  persecuting  magistrates, 
as  ionorant  of  the  laws  they  are  sworn  faithfully  to  administer, 
88  they  are  indifferent  to  the  requirements  of  justice  and 
religion,  show  themselves  ready  for  any  evil  work  ;  and  are 
prepared  to  deal  with  others,  whom  in  contempt  and  ecom 
they  designate  "  sectarian  missionaries,"' as  they  have  dealt 
with  him  who  now,  removed  beyond  the  reach  of  then  malii^- 
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nit)r,  ie  quietly  restiov  in  hig  salitaiy  tomb,  in  that  green 
pleuiBDt  vale  amongEt  the  lofty  moaiit&iiia  of  St.  Ann's. 

The  bereaved  churches  are  not  long  left  without  pastoral 
overogbt.  There  are  not  wanting  those  who,  baptized  for 
the  dead,  are  ready  to  enter  into  the  laboore  of  the  martyr 
paued  within  the  veil ;  and  to  partake  of  his  eufferings,  if 
need  be,  "  not  counting  their  lives  dear  onto  theraselves,  so 
that  they  may  finish  their  course  with  joy,  and  the  ministry 
which  they  have  received  of  the  Lord  Jesus." 

The  missionary  upon  whom  it  devolves  to  take  the  place 
of  the  fallen  standard-bearer  of  the  eroxs,  and  to  confront  the 
embittered  enemies  wbo  have  hurried  him  to  the  grave,  is  a 
man  of  more  robust  physical  constitution  than  his  predecessor, 
lie  iinot  of  large  stature,  of  poirerTul  muscular  development; 
but  possesses  a  small,  compact,  well-knit,  and  wiry  ^ame,  well 
Hdapted  to  resist  the  fierce  attacks  of  tropical  disease,  and  to 
endure  a  large  amount  of  toil  and  hardship,  under  the  wasting 
inllueuces  of  the  torrid  zone.  He  is  also  otherwise  well  suited 
to  till  the  post  of  danger  and  honour  for  which  he  has  been 
selected ;  inasmuch  as  he  ie  one  ^ 

"Sold  to  tabe  up,  firm  to  Bastain, 
The  oonsecrateil  cross." 
Mentally  and  morally  be  possesses  those  quslities 
tluvBtod  and  sugloined  by  the  grace  of  God,  and  the  hallowing 
Slid  onnobling  iuUuonces  of  His  truth,  prepare  a  i 
"  Delj  Iho  tyrant's  stoa!,  the  bigot'a  rage," 
Uiid  enter  the  arena  to  win  the  martyr's  crown. 
vuU'-poisasied,  olear-sighted,  of  indomitable  firmness  and 
rusolutjon,  tud  possessed  of  a  strong  sense  of  his  rights  aa  a 
Itiitiih  oubjeut  and  a  Christian  minister,  Isaac  Whitehouse 
li  juit  tha  nmit  to  eunrront  boldly  the  ignorant  persecutors 
who  diigraoiHl  the  St.  Anu's  magistracy,  and  tht;ir  intolerant, 
but  not  ignorant,  prompter  and  adviser,  therector.  He  is  the 
right  luiHi  to  viiidioat^  the  c«use  of  an  oppressed  and  persecuted 
|ii>»i]iIo  ngaiiwt  tho  elVort*  now  being  made  to  trample  their 

vliKloiti  lit)iirtii<«   ill   tho    dust.      He   possesses  ordination 
1,  ahowliib'  tliHt  he  i«  a  duty  accredited  missionary  of 

%t  Wwloyiut  body  1    hikI   hu  is  able  to  produce  certificates 
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that  he  has  taken  the  oatbe  and  subscribed  the  deckratioDs 
reqnired  by  the  toleration  law  in  force  in  Great  Britain, 
In  addition  to  this,  he  holds  a  certificate  of  having  aub- 
Fcribed  the  oaths  and  declarations  in  one  of  the  neighhouring 
parishes  since  he  commenced  hia  labours  in  the,  colony  ;  acd 
being  well  aware  that  no  law  eiists  either  in  England  or  in 
the  island  giving  the  magistrates  any  authority  to 
interfere  with  him,  or  to  prevent  his  labours  among  the 
neglected  slaves  and  coloured  free  people,  he  is  prepared  to 
resist  their  assumption  of  unlawful  power,  and  bring  it,  if 
need  be,  to  a  legal  test. 

There  is,  in  fact,  no  colonial  statute  existing  on  the  subject 
in  Jamaica.  For  about  thirty  years  the  legislature  has  been 
making  attempts  to  place  a  law  upon  the  statute  book  that 
thall  give  to  the  slave- oppressing  magistrates  the  right  of 
GontroUing  and  hindering  the  labours  of  missionaries  :  hut 
hitherto  witbont  success.  Concealing  their  real  purposes 
under  specious  disguises,  they  have  endeavoured,  with  a  zeal 
and  perseverance  that  would  have  done  them  honour  if  eserted 
in  a  good  cause,  to  give  to  intolerance  the  authority  and  force 
of  statute  law.  But  in  vain.  Their  so  called  "  consolidated 
slave  laws,"  designed  to  cover  some  scheme  of  persecution, 
under  pretence  of  ameliorating  the  condition  of  the  enslaved, 
have  been  well  understood,  and  their  true  purposes  appre- 
hended, at  the  Colonial  Office  in  London,  and  they  have  been 
uniformly  disallowed.  The  last  of  these  abortive  attempts 
to  legalize  oppression  has,  only  a  few  weeks  since,  been 
signally  defeated  in  the  condemnation,  hy  the  king  in 
council,  of  a  new  "  consolidated  slave  law;"  and  in  the 
colonial  minister's  despatch,  announcing  this  decision, 
ib  is  declared  that  the  ministers  of  the  crown  are  deter- 
mined to  secure  to  all  his  majeaty's  subjects  in  Jamaica, 
the  slave  as  well  as  the  free  man,  the  full  enjoyment  of 
their  rehgious  rights  and  liber  ties. 

The  foremost  in  vilifyiug  the  colonial  minister  and  the 
home  government  for  the  disallowance  of  this  persecuting 
enactment,  and  the  plain-spoken  despatch  which  anaooiiced 
its   fate,  iff    the  shve-bolding  rector    of    St.    Xntfs,    "H-ia 
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baffled  malignity  finJa  utterance  for  its  ravings  through  the- 
ouluuiDB  of  a  degraded  press,  in  terms  whick  leave  no 
doubt  as  to  the  real  paternity  of  the  exploded  plot, 
designed  to  rob  the  coloured  population  of  the  ieland,  espe- 
ciitlly  the  poor  slaves,  of  the  hope  of  life  and  immortality, 
by  cutting  them  off  from  all  opportunity  of  hearing  the 
Qoapel  whereby  alone  they  ean  be  saved. 

The  newly  appointed  missionary  enters  upon  his  duties,  in 
expectation  of  being  opposed  by  the  persecuting  faction  domi- 
naut  in  that  part  of  the  country,  notwithstanding  that  they 
have  been  disappointed  of  the  help  upon  which  they  depended 
for  destroying  root  and  branch  the  wide-spreading  iniiuenoe 
of  Methodism  in  the  parish,  through  the  action  of  the  Colonial 
Otfiee  ia  reference  to  the  new  "  consoHdated  slave  law."  Kor 
is  the  expectation  unfounded. 

Scarcely  a  month  has  elapsed  Eince  he  took  up  his  aibode 
amongst  the  people  of  his  charge,  when  the  miaaionary  ia 
sumtuotied  to  appear  beforo  a  special  courb  of  magistrates, 
to  answer  for  the  alleged  crime  of  having  preached  in 
the  parish  before  obtaining  a  licence  from  the  local 
authorities.  The  accused  minister  desires,  with  all  due 
i-eepect,  to  be  informed  ivbat  law  he  has  violated ;  because 
he  is  not  aware  that  there  is  any  statute  in  existence  which 
hehas  infringed.  As  there  is  no  colonial  enactment  relating 
to  the  subject,  excepting  those  which  from  time  to  time 
have  been  disallowed  by  the  king  in  council,  and  are 
therefore  defunct,  he  is  told,  in  answer  to  hia  inquiry,  that 
he  has  acted  contrary  to  the  law  of  England.  British  law^ 
they  allege,  requires  ministers  of  religion  to  take  out  a 
licence  in  every  parish  or  county  in  which  they  may  wish  to 
preach,  before  they  can  legally  conduct  religioua  servioes : 
and  this  law  likewise  applies  to  Jamaica. 

The  missionary  respectfiilly  submits  {o  their  worships  that 
they  are  mistaken  as  to  the  requirements  of  the  toleration 
laws  of  England,  and  the  practice  observed  there.  Haviug 
once  subscribed  the  oaths,  and  made  the  declarations  provided 
'or  in  those  laws,  Nonconformist  ministers  preach  without  let 

hindrance  in    any  county  or  pariah  in  the  land.     Oa 
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Iiearing  this,  one  of  the  magistrates  on  the  bench  breaks  out 
into  a  paroxysm  of  uncontrollable  rage,  and  says,  "QeLtlemen, 
you  Bee  what  this  Methodism,  is.  I  would  rather  lose  my 
oommisBion  as  a  magistrate,  than  allow  that  man  to  preach 
without  a  licence,  or  let  him  receive  one  at  all." 

The  cuatoa,  who  ia  the  presiding  magistrate,  here  inter- 
poses ;  and,  being  a  man  of  mare  good  sense  and  right 
feeling  than  most  of  his  aasociates,  inquires  of  the  accused 
missionary  if  he  is  willing  to  take  the  oaths  prescribed 
by  the  Toleration  Act.  "  Certainly,  your  honour,"  he 
replies.  "  I  have  no  objection  whatever  to  take  the  oaths, 
if  the  bench  desires  it."  The  clerk  is  then  directed  to 
administer  the  oaths  in  the  usual  form.  This  is  done,  and 
a  certificate  made  out.  But  on  looking  it  over,  the 
missionary  discovers  that  certain  injurious  restrictions, 
foreign  to  the  scope  and  design  of  the  Act,  have  been 
inserted ;  the  obvious  intention  of  which  is  to  limit  the 
performance  of  religious  services  to  certain  places  in  the 
parish,  and  exclude  him  from  all  others. 

Resolved  not  to  sacrifice  his  own  rehgious  liberties  or  the 
rights  of  the  people  entrusted  to  his  charge,  he  declines  to 
receive  the  certiRcate  in  such  a  form.  He  then  respectfully 
informs  the  bench  that,  having  done  all  that  the  law 
requires,  and  all  that  they  have  any  authority  to  impose, 
in  Bubscribing  the  oatlis  and  declarations  when  called  upon 
by  the  magistrates  to  do  so,  he  shall  disregard  the  illegal 
restrictioDB  under  whiah  they  have  sought  to  place  him,  and 
exercise  his  right  to  preach  the  Gospel  wherever  he  may  feel 
it  to  be  his  duty  to  go.  Without  further  communication  with 
the  bench  he  then  retires  from  the  court. 

A  few  months  elapse,  and  the  missionary  is  quietly 
prosecuting  his  labours,  when  he  is  apprehended  on  the 
authority  of  a  bench  warrant,  issued  by  the  court  of 
quarter-sessions,  on  the  charge  of  preaching  and  teaching 
in  the.  parish  without  a  licence.  Brought  before  three 
of  the  parochial  magistrates,  he  is  required  to  give 
aecurity  for  his  appearance  at  the  nest  court  q£  i^M^t- 
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BeBHions ;  then  and  theru  to  answer  to  the  charge.  Having 
given  the  hail  required,  he  inquires, "  le  it  understood  that  I 
am  at  liberty  to  pursue  my  ministerial  duties  withoub  inter- 
ruption in  the  mean  while  f  "  "  No  ;  you  cannot  be  allowed 
to  preach,"  is  the  reply;  "for  the  uourt  made  an  orda 
yesterday  prohibiting  your  preaching  for  three  months." 
"  But  with  all  due  respect,"  the  misBionary  observes,  "  the 
court  has  BO  authority  whatever  for  making  any  such  order, 
Not  am  I  bound  to  submit  to  it.  It  is  a  gross  violation  of 
the  law,  and  a  most  arbitrary  infringement  of  my  rights  as 
a  duly  qualified  minister  of  the  Gospel  and  a  sahject  of  the 
Eritish  crown."  One  of  the  magistrates,  in  a  hanghty  and 
scornful  tone,  and  looking  with  anything  but  complacency 
upon  the  persecuted  minister,  who  stands  up  so  nobly  for 
right  and  law,  observes,  "  The  decision  of  tJie  court  it  law; 
and  if  you  act  contrary  thereto,  you  must  abide  the  conse- 
quences." 

Knowing  that  the  duty  of  magistrates,  as  such,  is  not 
to  make  laws,  hut  to  administer  those  enacted  by  com- 
petent authority,  the  missionary  is  not  at  all  convinced 
by  this  magisterial  dielutn  that  he  is  under  any  ohligation 
to  desist  from  his  labours.  He  intimates  to  the  magistrates 
that  he  intends  to  follow  what  appears  to  him  to  be  the  path 
of  duty ;  and  then  takes  his  departure. 

About  a  month  after  this  appearance  before  the  paro- 
chial authorities  the  missionary,  accompanied  by  his  wife, 
is  proceeding,  one  Saturday  afternoon,  from  Belmont  to 
St.  Ann's  Bay,  to  attend  to  his  ministerial  duties  on  the 
coast  upon  the  following  day.  He  has  gone  but  a  short  dis- 
tance when  he  is  met  by  Drake,  the  head  constable  of  the 
parish,  one  of  the  most  envenomed  of  the  persecutors,  and 
a  ready  tool  of  cruelty  and  wickedness.  In  the  coarse, 
ruffianly  style  natural  to  him,  he  addresses  the  mis- 
sionary, after  having  stopped  the  horse  and  vehiole,  thus  : — 
"  I  have  a  warrant  for  your  apprehension  on  a  charge  of 
preaching  without  a  Ueeitce."     Neither  surprieed  nor  inti- 

"1,  Mr.  Whitehoaae  quietly  rephes,  "  I  am  now  on  mj 
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way  to  St.  Ana's  Bay,  and  slir.ll  not  attempt  to  conceal 
my  aelf  there." 

After  a  few  more  words  have  pasged,  the  conBtable  turns 
his  horse  round,  and  rides  on  in  front  of  his  prisoner's  gig. 
Proceeding  in  this  way  two  or  three  miles,  they  arrive 
at  a  place  called  "  The  Thickets,"  the  residence  of  Mr. 
Rose,  one  of  the  magistrates  who  took  a  very  prominent 
part  in  persecuting  the  missionary  Grimsdall  to  an  un- 
timely death.  Stopping  opposite  the  gate,  and  addressing 
his  prisoner,  Drake  says,  "  I  am  directed  to  take  you 
before  the  nearest  magistrate ;  and  there  is  one  waiting 
for  you  here."  The  missionary  makes  no  objection,  but 
descends  from  his  seat,  and  follows  his  conductor  into  the 
house,  leaving  his  wife  in  the  vehicle,  by  the  side  of  the 
road.  Here  they  have  to  wait  a  considerable  time,  as  the 
master  of  the  house  is  not  at  home.  At  length  the  great 
man  makes  bis  appearance  on  horseback,  and,  dismounting, 
enters  the  house,  without  the  slightest  show  of  courtesy  to 
the  missionary,  or  to  his  wife,  whom  he  passed  outside  the 
gate,  sitting  with  the  reins  in  her  hand. 

It  is  evident  the  prisoner  was  eipected  by  this  gentleman. 
He  addresses  himself  at  once  to  the  business  in  hand,  malt- 
ing no  inquiry,  and  offering  no  remark,  except,  "  I  must  do 
my  duty,"  This  duty  is  to  make  out  a  commitment,  author- 
izing the  prisoner  to  be  conveyed  to  the  gaol  of  St.  Ann's 
Bay,  and  is  very  speedily  accomplished.  The  missionary, 
at  this  juncture,  steps  forward,  and,  addressing  himself  to 
the  magistrate,  says,  "  Sir,  I  should  regard  it  as  a  favour  to 
be  bound  in  chains  in  the  St.  Ann's  market-place,  rather  than 
be  consigned  to  the  filthy  cell  in  which  my  predecessor  was 
conEned.  It  is  well  known  that  Mr.  Grimadall's  death  was 
caused  by  his  confinement  there."  The  only  reply  this 
remark  elicits  from  the  pompous  Creole  is,  "  The  magistrates 
of  St.  Aon'a  are  determined  to  do  their  duty.  They  do  not 
care  what  the  public  may  say  about  them.  Whoever  may 
came  here,  with  their  preaching  and  teaching,  shall  be 
tieftted  in  the  aame  manner."    The  lordly  gentlemaii  tlicc. 
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turns  npon  hia  he^l,  and  weXks  away ;  and  Mr.  WhitehoiiBe,  in    I 

the  cuBtodj  of  Drake,  ia  conducted  to  the  gaol  of  St.  Ann**    I 
Bay,  and  immediatelj  loclitd  up  in  the  same  loathsome  cell    ' 
in  which  his  predecessor,  but  a  few  weeks  ago,  found  his 
death. 

The  cell  choBen  for  the  oecupation  of  this  servant  of 
Christ  is  found  to  be  tenanted  by  an  insane  black 
woman,  whom  the  gaoler  directs  to  be  removed  to  Bome 
other  apartment.  This  being  done,  the  misBionary  is  imme> 
diately  put  in  possession.  It  is  now  about  eight  o'clock  at 
night.  The  place  is  indescribably  filthy,  and  the  stenob 
unendurable.  There  ia  no  bed  in  the  room ;  no  sleeping 
accommodation  of  any  kind  ;  and  if  rest  he  taken  at  all,  it 
must  he  upon  the  floor.  "  The  time  has  come  for  looking 
np :  "  BO  the  prisoner  is  informed.  But  before  this  is  done 
he  entreats  the  gaoler  that  the  8oor  of  the  cell  may  at  least 
be  swept ;  and  if  no  bed  or  other  accommodation  of  the 
kind  is  to  be  provided,  th  at  a  few  bencbes  may  be  allowed  to 
be  brought  from  the  chapel,  situated  at  no  great  distance, 
60  that  he  may  be  able  to  take  some  repose,  without  being 
compelled  to  lie  down  upon  that  filth-covered  floor.  After 
some  demur  this  ia  assented  to. 

The  news  of  the  missionary's  arrest  and  impriBonment  hu 
spread  among  the  people  j  and  there  is  no  lack  of  sympa- 
thizing friends  about  the  prison,  or  inside  it,  so  far  as  they 
are  permitted  to  enter  the  undesirable  abode.  A  few  of 
these  addieas  themselves  to  the  task  of  Bcraping  the  thick 
layer  of  filth  from  the  floor,  and  sweeping  out  the  cell. 
Others  hasten  to  the  chapel,  and  bring  from  thence 
several  of  the  benches  ;  tmd  some  bring  a  mattress  to  spread 
upon  them.  Several  have  procured  vinegar  and  camphorated 
spirit,  and  employ  themselvts  busily  in  sprinkling  these 
hquids  plentiruUy  upon  the  walls  and  the  floor.  Thus 
the  loving  people  have  made  the  horrible  place  as  agreeable 
aa  is  practicable,  before  tliey  leave  their  persecuted  minister 
to  get  what  repose  he  can. 

It  is  but  little  that  he  can  get.     The  Bea  breeze  has  suh- 
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-•idecl,  so  that  there  is  Utile  or  no  movement  in  the  atmo- 
sphere; and  the  thick,  stagoBut  air  of  the  prison,  laden 
heavily  with  foul  odoure,  ia  sickening,  and  almost  suffo- 
catiug.  The  gaol  is  crowded.  There  are  sick  people  in  the 
hospital,  which  is  separated  from  the  miisionary's  cell  only 
by  a  wooden  partition,  Burmounted  by  open  lattice  wort. 
The  grouts  of  the  sick,  and  especially  of  one  sick  prisoner 
onder  eeatence  of  death,  the  clanking  of  the  irons  with 
-which  some  refractory  prisoners  are  laden,  and  the  intense 
stifling  heat,  put  sleep  altogether  out  of  the  question.  Like 
his  predecessor  the  imprisoned  nsissionary  has,  all  through 
the  night,  to  keep  a  handkerchief  saturated  with  camphor- 
ated spirit  continually  applied  to  his  nostrils,  to  relieve  the 
overpowering  nausea  he  feels,  No  wonder  that  clo^e  con- 
fiDernent,  for  ten  days  and  nights,  in  this  loathsome  den, 
so  broke  down  the  health  and  strength  of  the  martyred 
Grimsdall,  that  a  few  days'  additional  condnement  sent  him 
to  the  grave !  And  it  is  not  surprising  thit  cases  ofttn  occur 
in  which  slaves,  who,  in  addition  to  the  other  adjuncts  of 
this  fearful  place,  are  suljected  to  the  brutal  Hoggings 
which  the  man  Drake  has  supreme  pleasure  in  inflicting, 
pasa  oatside  the  walla  only  in  coarse  deal  coffins,  or  go 
home,  mangled  and  mutilated,  to  die. 

The  Sabbath  dawns,  and  the  deputy  marshal,  who  is  dis- 
poned to  show  such  kindness  to  his  prisoner  aa  he  is  per- 
mitted, waits  upon  him  to  request  him  not  to  preach,  or 
hold  any  religious  aersice  with  the  prisonera,  or  with  the 
friends  allowed  to  visit  him,  hecau^e  the  magistrates 
have  given  very  particular  directions  on  the  subject, 
and  be  would  not  like  to  be  compelled  to  close  the  prison 
gates  against  those  friends  who  might  wish  to  obtain  access 
to  their  minister's  cell.  The  miasiouary  replies  that,  having 
'received  such  a  request  from  liim,  he  will  not  involve  him  in 
trouble  with  the  magistrates,  by  attempting  to  preach 
within  the  gaol ;  hut  he  cannoG  allow  any  authority  to  pre- 
vent him  oii'ering  up  prayer  to  God. 

The  hour  for  Divine  service  has  arrived,  and  an  immttTtte 
number  of  people,  both  slaves  and  free,  from  aU  ttie  iie^g^>    . 
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bourhood  arouDd,  moved  by  the  news  of  this  fresh  attempt 
at  persecution,  crowd  into  the  Itttle  town,  and  aesemble  in 
and  around  the  chapel,  Drake,  always  forward  in  eveiy 
evil  work,  presents  himself,  and  orders  the  congregation  to 
disp^rae.  He  is  confronted  by  a  Mr,  Watkia,  a  respectable, 
well-educated  man  of  colour,  a  cl^Es-leader  and  local  preacher. 
Mr.  Watkis  points  out  to  Drake  that  he  is  taking  upon 
himself  an  authority  he  has  no  right  to  exercise,  and  tells 
him,  "  The  people  in  the  eserciBe  of  their  rights  as  Briliali 
subjects  have  assembled  here  to  worship  God.  When  they 
have  sung  a  hymn  together,  and  offered  prayer  to  the 
Almighty,  they  wiU  separate,  and  not  before."  The  perse- 
cutor retires  without  having  accomplished  his  purpose  of 
breaking  up  the  asaembly.  When  the  short  service  is  euded 
in  the  chapel,  hundreds  of  the  people  flock  to  the  gaoi ;  and 
would  gladly  get  inside  to  espress  their  sympathy  with  their 
suffering  minister.  Bat,  during  the  morning,  the  msgia- 
trates  have  sent  to  prohibit  their  admission  ;  and  it  is  with 
some  difficulty  that  the  missionary's  own  servant  can  ohtain 
entrance  to  bring  lood  to  his  master.  No  provision  what- 
ever for  supplying  him  with  food  is  made  within  the 
gaol. 

Intelligence  of  this  new  instance  of  persecution  spreads 
rapidly,  and  the  loving  sympathies  of  thousands,  all  over  the 
island,  are  stirred  up  in  favour  of  the  incarcerated  mission- 
ary. Many  earnest  prayers  go  up  to  heaven  on  his  behalf. 
The  strong  feeling,  awakened  and  called  forth  by  the  conduct 
of  these  St.  Ann's  magistrates,  in  persecuting  Mr.  Grimsdall 
ta  his  death,  has  not  yet  had  time  fully  to  subside.  And  now 
that  another  of  the  Lord's  servants  has  been  thrust  into  the 
same  unwholesome  cell,  to  be  dealt  with  in  a  similar  way, 
for  no  other  offence  than  preaching  the  truth  to  perishing 
men,  a  powerful  sensation  is  created,  which  extends  far 
beyond  the  pale  of  the  Methodist  churches. 

But  none  feel  a  more  lively  sympathy  with  the  prisoner 
for  righteousness'  sake,  than  his  own  missionary  brethren, 
stationed  in  different  parts  of  the  island.  One  of  these, 
from  a  distant  atatiou,  the  £ev.  Joseph  OrtoD,  of  Montogo 
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Bay,  unmediately  hastene  to  comfort  the  imprisoned  pastor 
and  hiB  adlicted  charge,  by  his  presence  among  them.  Oa 
the  usual  evcDing  for  public  service  iu  the  chipet,  the 
irisitor  Tiiidertakea  to  deliver 'an  a.ddres3  to  the  people,  who 
assemble  together  as  they  are  wout  to  do;  he  having 
repeatedly  preached  in  the  Bijae  place  without  any 
interruption. 

But  the  object  of  the  peraecuttng  faction  in  St,  Ann's  ia 
to  put  an  end  to  all  religious  services,  by  which  the  slaves) 
are  likely  to  receive  instruction.  This  does  not  apply  to 
the  parish  churcli :  foi  there  is  little  danger  of  any  of  the 
Negroes  bein^  too  much  enhghtened  there.  Consequeutly, 
soon  after  daybreak  on  the  following  morning,  the  evil- 
omened  vii^age  of  Drake,  the  head  constable,  shows  itself 
at  the  lodgings  occupied  by  the  stranger  miasionary; 
whom  he  informs,  that  he  has  a  warrant  to  apprehend  him 
for  unlawful  preaching,  granted  by  the  magistrates  on  his, 
Drake's,  information;  he  having  been  present  at  the  cha- 
pel the  preceding  evening.  Mr.  Orton  is  then  taken  into 
custody  by  this  ready  tool  of  wickedness,  and  at  eleven 
o'clock  the  same  day  is  placed  before  two  of  the  ma^e- 
trates,  B.  VV.  Roi^e  and  B.  H.  L.  HeramiDg,  charged  with  the 
crime  of  teaching  and  preaching  without  a.  licence. 

The  persecuted  miscionary  is  not  left  to  himself,  in  the 
presence  of  tbe!<e  enemies  of  the  truth.  Ood  ia  with  him, 
keeping  him  in  perfect  peace,  because  his  mind  is  stayed 
apon  Him.  Moreover,  since  he  has  been  in  the  custody  of 
the  constable  Drake,  two  other  missionaries  have  arrived 
Irom  Kingston,  to  render  such  sympathy  and  aid  as  may  he 
in  their  pover  to  the  prisoner  already  lying  in  a  loathsome 
cell-  Providentially  they  make  their  appearance  on  the 
scene,  just  in  time  to  give  oounsal  and  support  to  the  new 
victim  of  magisterial  oppression ;  whose  heart  is  greatly 
cheered  and  strengtheaed  by  their  presence.  Joseph  Orton 
is  a  man  of  different  temperament  from  his  fellow  sufferer. 
Possessing  the  high  moral  courage  of  the  eatabliahed  Chris- 
tiao,  and  raised  above  the  fear  of  man,  he  has  neither  the 
^lyslcal  energy  nor  the  stern  dogged    resolatioa  ol  Vim. 


.    88  BOMAUCE   OF  T^E   UIBSIOB  FIILD. 

who,  shut  up  in  yonder  filthy  dtingfon,  would  go  forth  to 
the  etuke  or  the  ecafibld,  rather  than  yield  the  ChridtisD 
right  lor  which  he  has  takea  a  firm  stand. 

Mr.  Orton  ia  willing  to  go  forth  to  prison,  or  to  die,  for 
the  sake  of  the  truth,  if  the  Master  should  require  it  of 
him ;  but  it  ia  to  him,  notwithxtandiug,  a  source  of  im- 
speakaUe  BatiGfaction,  that  he  has  two  such  frieods  to  be 
with  him  in  the  trying  hour.  They  are  no  common  men 
whom  the  Lord  has  brought  to  his  side  at  this  juncture. 
There  ia  the  shrewd,  intelUgent  countenance,  and  the  clear 
piercing  eye,  of  Peter  Duncan  ;  the  noble  intellectual  brow, 
surmounted  by  a  mass  of  sable  locks,  ia  which  as  yet  age 
has  stretvn  no  silvery  hairs,  Aa  the  magiatrates  look  upon 
bis  short  thick-set  figure,  and  mark  the  light  that  beams 
in  hi;i  eye,  and  the  somewhat  quizzical  half  smile  curling 
bis  lip,  tbey  cannot  help  feeling  that  their  proceedings  are 
closely  watched  by  one  upon  whom  it  will  not  be  an  easy 
matter  to  impose  what  ia  at  variance  with  justice,  or 
contrary  to  the  law. 

There  is  also  the  fine,  handsome  form  of  John  Barry,  every 
line  of  whose  open,  manly  countenance  is  expressive  of  the 
lofty  intelligence  which  flows  from  his  lips  in  strains  of 
thrilling  eloquence,  attracting  admiring  multitudes  to  crowd 
the  sanctuary  when  he  occupies  the  pulpit.  Possessing  a 
far  better  knowledge  of  the  law  than  nine-tenths  of  the 
magistracy  of  the  island,  with  graceful,  easy  manner,  and 
indomitable  aelf-posaession,  he  takes  his  place  by  the  side  of 
his  per.-ecuted  friend,  prepared  to  resist  the  encroachments 
of  an  intolerant  faction. 

Such  are  the  men  upoa  whom  the  magistrates  gaae 
with  a  sort  of  undefined  foreboding,- — something  like  what 
Haman  must  have  felt  in  the  presence  of  Mordecai, — that 
these  are  adversaries  before  whom  they  are  destined  to  fall, 
and  be  put  to  ahame.  But  they  are  committed  already  to 
a  certain  cimrse,  and  are  too  proud  to  fall  back. 

When  the  charge  has  been  formally  made,  the  accused 
denies  having  violated  any  law,  and  calls  upon  the  magis- 
tratea  to  produce,  if  they  aie  able,  an'j  BrvUah  uc  colonial 
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statute  whose  proviHions  he  has  infringed.  He  produces 
his  Setters  of  ordination,  with  eertificatee,  showing  that  he 
has  Bubscribed  the  oatba  and  declaratioaB  required  by  the 
Toleration  Law  both  in  Great  Britain  and  in  one  of  the 
neighhouring  parishes,  maintaining  that  he  has  done  all 
the  law  requites  to  qualify  him  for  exereiaing  hia  miniitry  in 
any  part  of  Jamaica.  He  professes  himself  ready  to  talie 
the  oaths  again,  if  the  magistrates  require  him  to  do  so ; 
but  considers  himself  as  fully  qualified  by  law  to  preach  iu 
St.  Ann'a  parish,  or  elsewhere  in  Jamaica,  as  they  are  to 
exercise  their  magisterial  functions  where  they  are  now 
sitting. 

The  court  is  unable  to  produce  any  law  violated  by 
the  prisoner,  though  repeatedly  challenged  to  do  so  by 
Mr.  Orton  and  his  friends.  To  all  their  demands  the 
reply  of  these  dignitaries  is,  "  We  have  instituted  a 
reflation  to  prohibit  any  person  preaching  in  the  parish 
without  having  been  licensed  by  the  quarter- sessions,  and 
taken  out  a  certificate  of  such  licence."  The  misBioaariea 
respectfully  remind  them  that  it  is  not  their  province  to 
make  new  laws  restricting  the  rights  of  the  subjects  of  the 
crown,  but  simply  to  administer  the  law  as  it  already  exists ; 
and  that  they  are  assuming  an  unwarrantable  authority,  in 
instituting  a  regulation  destructive  of  the  lawful  rights  and 
libertiesof  their  fellow  subjects.  The  utmost  thelaw  empowers 
them  to  do  in  to  require  the  prisoner  to  take  the  prescribed 
oaths  over  again;  and  to  that  he  is  perfectly  ready  tosubuiit ; 
prepared  in  all  things  to  respect  the  authority  of  the  magis- 
trates, while  they  confine  themselves  to  the  legitimate 
exercise  of  their  functions. 

The^e  worthy  gentlemen  are  very  indignant,  that 
Methodist  preachers  should  presume  to  instruct  them  in 
their  duties ;  although  it  is  quite  manifest  from  their 
proceedings  that  they  are  profoundly  ignorant  both  of  the 
law  itself,  and  also  of  what  coDiee  properly  within  the  range 
of  their  magiBterial  power.  They  scornfully  and  peremptorily 
refuse  to  administer  the  oaths ;  and  avow  their  detmrnitva^ 
tion  not  to  Boffer  aaj  missionary  to  preaoh  in,  t\ie  ■ga.mV, 
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without  the  iioence  which  they  are  resolved  not  to  give. 
Ihii  amounts  to  a  resolution  that  the  thousands  of  elsveg 
aud  free  coloured  people  in  the  parish  shall  be  cut  off  trom 
alt  religious  instruction.  If  they  do  not  ohtain  it  from  the 
miaaionariest,  they  cannot  eeceive  it  from  any  other  source; 
the  rector  of  the  parish  being  well  known  as  one  of  the 
very  worst  specimens  of  the  slave-holding  fraternity. 

JJeither  rufSed  nor  discomposed,  the  prisoner  ia  resolved 
to  bold  on  to  his  rights,  and  to  yield  to  no  demands  on 
the  part  of  the  oppressors  not  warranted  by  law,  what- 
ever may  be  the  consequences.  In  this  he  b  8U£tained 
by  the  missionary  brethren  at  his  side  ;  for  they  know  very 
wtll  that  Bubmission  in  one  instance  to  unlawful  authority 
will,  with  such  men  as  the  St.  Ann's  ma  istrates,  only  lead 
to  further  encroachments  en  their  part.  When,  therefore, 
the  magistrates  require  that  the  accused  shall  give  bail  to 
appear  and  take  his  trial  at  the  quarter-sessions,  and  also 
thai  heiBill  not  on  any  aeciya-Ht  preach  in  tkeparish,  he  refuses 
to  give  any  such  undertaking.  They  have  no  lawful  autho- 
rity to  impose  silence  on  the  duly  ordained  and  licensed 
minister  of  the  Gospel ;  and  he  will  not  be  a  party  to  any 
act  that  will  for  a  moment  recognise  aud  admit  such  an 
illegal  assumption  of  power. 

The  other  missionaries  frequently  oSer  themselves  as 
Becuritiea  for  the  appearance  of  both  the  prisoners,  and 
demand  their  release  on  bail ;  bat  distinctly  refuse  to  pledge 
themselves  that  they  shall  desist  from  the  performance  of 
ministerial  duties.  Finding  that  Mr.  Orton  is  altogether 
intractable,  and  that  bis  friends  are  equally  firm  in  resisting 
the  arbitrary  reetrictione  the  magistrates  seek  to  impose  upon 
him,  the  clerk  is  directed  to  make  out  liis  commitment  to  the 
gaol.  This  is  done  in  a  way  that  tacitly  admits  the  unlaw- 
fulness of  the  procedure;  for  no  reference  is  made  in  the  war- 
rant to  any  law  that  has  been  violated.  The  prisoner  is  then 
led  off  to  be  locked  up  in  tLe  same  cell  with  the  imprisoned 
missionary  he  came  to  visit.  "  Of  the  horrid  state  of  the 
place,"  Mr,  Orion  says,  "an  idea  can  scarcely  be  formed 
from  any  reprecentation  I  can  give ;  for  conimon  decency 
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forbids  a  tme  deBcription  of  it^  filthy  condition,  and  tbe  ^^H 

many    unBeeinly    practices    constantly    presented   to    our  ^^M 

To  make  the  condition  of  these  suffering  servants  of  Christ  ^^H 

as  unpleasant  as  possible,  the  ma^gistrates  give  strict  orders  ^^H 

tbaC  none  shall  be  admitted  to  see  them,  except  their  wives  ^^| 


e  admitted  to  see  them,  except  the! 
and  servants ;  and  that  the  prisoners  shall  not  be  sufi^ered 
on  any  accauut  to  hold  prayers.  Thus  they  exceed  in 
harshnesB  and  tyranny  the  heathen  magistrates  at  Philippi, 
who  Bitisfied  themselves  with  giving  the  gaoler  charge  to 
keep  Piiul  and  Silas  safely,  but  left  tbem  at  liberty  to  t^ing 
and  pray  as  much  as  they  pleased.  To  the  last  of  these 
t^annical  mandates  they  refuse  submission,  choosing  rather 
to  obey  the  Divine  command,  "  that  men  ought  always  to 
pray,  and  not  to  faint."  The  other  they  are  compelled 
to  submit  to ;  a  prohibition  designed  to  exclude  from 
intercourse  with  the  prisoners  the  two  missionary  friends 
who  have  come  to  their  aid,  and  of  whom  the  oppressors 
have  begun  to  stand  in  fear.  The  ecourate  knowledge  of 
the  law  exhibited  by  these  two  unwelcome  visitors ;  their 
perfect  self-possession  and  ready  speech  ;  and,  above  all,  their 
manifest  determination  to  vindicate  the  rights  of  their 
injured  brethren,  have  made  an  impression  upon  the 
ma^strates  of  a  very  uneasy  character,  and  awakened 
in  the  oppressors  a  fear  that  they  have  committed  them- 
selves to  a  course  likely  to  involve  them  in  trouble  and 
perpleiity. 

Btfore  leaving  the  court  the  troublesome  strangers  have 
distinctly  intimated  that  it  is  their  purpose  to  hasten 
to  Kingston,  and  apply  to  tbe  chief  justice  for  a  writ 
of  Habeat  Corpus,  on  the  ground  of  illegal  imprisonment. 
And  the  occupants  of  the  bench  are  by  no  means  so  well 
certidMl  of  the  rectitude  of  their  proceedings  aa  to  litten 
to  this  announcement  unmoved ;  calling  up  as  it  does 
undtEnei)  visions  of  actions  for  false  imprisonment,  with 
costs  and  damaj^es,  and  writs  ol'  bupersedeas,  divesting 
them  of  the  magisterial  powers  they  have  so  wantonly 
abused. 


I 
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The  strangers,  not  yet  aware  oftheetem  directions  issued 
by  the  magistrates,  with  several  other  friends,  Bcoompanj 
their  peraecuted  brother  to  his  cell;  no  hindrance  being 
interposed  by  the  deputy  marshaL  Nor  does  he  interfere, 
notwithstanding  the  injanction  that  no  prayers  are  to  be 
offered  in  the  gaol,  when  they  all  lift  up  their  voices  together, 
and  make  those  prisoa  walls,  that  have  so  often  re-echoed 
the  shriek  of  agony  and  the  groans  of  dying  sufferers, 
resound  with  the  beautiful  Inspiring  strains  of    Charles 

"  Who  anSer  with  oni  Master  here,  ^^H 

We  ehaJl  before  TTia  face  appear,  ^^^M 

t                         And  b;  His  side  Bit  dawn  :  ^^^^^^H 

t                      To  patient  faith  th«  prize  is  aure;  ^^^^^^^^ 

I                      Aud  all  that  to  the  end  endure  ^^^^^^^H 

The  cross,  BbaU  wear  the  ccoku."  ^^^^^| 

"  TJie  priioner*  hear  them*'  for  they  sing  with  all  the 
loety  energy  the  occasion  inspires ;  and  as  many  of  the 
inmates  of  the  prison  as  can  do  so,  attracted  by  the 
unwonted  sounds,  gather  about  the  doors  of  the  cell,  and 
rtverently  kseel  down,  while  first  one  and  then  the  other  of 
the  visitor  missionarieB  commend  their  two  au&eriog  brethren 
in  earnest  prayer  to  the  grace  of  God,  and  the  protection 
of  His  ever-watchful  providence.  This  done,  the  prison 
gates  are  closed  upon  the  victims  of  intolerance,  and 
their  trienda  depart,  not  without  painful  apprehensions  that 
probably  they  will  never  see  tho?e  prisoners  again  in  life. 
Within  a  few  hours,  on  their  j-ouraey  to  St.  Ann's  Bay,  they 
have  stood  by  the  jet  fresh  grave  of  the  martyred  Grimsdall, 
mournfully  pondering  the  mysterious  providence  that  per- 
mitted him  to  fall,  in  early  life,  a  victim  of  pro-slavery 
persecution.  And  they  have  not  failed  to  observe  how  the 
horrible  condition  of  the  gaol  has  been  aggravated  by 
heavy  rains,  saturating  the  masses  of  filth  heaped  in 
all  directions  on  and  around  the  premises;  causing,  under 
the  fierce  rays  of  a  tropical  sun,  the  exhalation  of  sickening 
odours,  and  Impregnating  the  atmosphere  about  the  prison 
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with  deadly  malaria,  corrupting  to  the  blood,  and  eshanBtive 
of  all  vital  energy. 

Bemaining  in  the  town  no  longer  than  is  neceasary  to  rest 
the  horeea  which  brought  them  over  the  mountains,  and  to 
obtain  some  refreshment  themselves,  before  sunset  tbey  are 
away  on  their  route  to  KingBton,  with  the  view  of  initiating 
measitres  to  obtain  the  release  of  the  prisoners.  They 
have  a  journey  of  sixty  miles  before  them,  through 
beautiful  country,  but  over  a  toilsome  rood ;  and  as  the 
aame  wearied  horses  that  brought  them  must  also  take 
them  back,  no  public  conveyance  being  available,  they 
oannot  travel  with  anything  approaching  the  railroad  speed 
of  modem  times. 

The  persecutors  are  not  yet  satisfied  with  what  they  have 
done.  Mr.  Watkis,  the  local  preacher,  resides  at  St.  Ann's 
Bay.  On  the  Sabbath  following  the  committal  of  the 
Becond  prisoner,  he  and  several  members  of  the  ohuroh 
assemble  at  an  early  hour  in  the  chapel  to  offer  prayer 
God  on  behalf  of  His  persecuted  servants.  Drake  again 
mahcs  his  appearance  amongst  them,  and,  producing  a 
warrant,  clatma  Mr.  Watkis  as  his  prisoner,  charged  with 
unlawful  preaching  and  teaching  on  the  previous  Sabbath. 
On  that  occasion  the  people  had  sung  a  hymn,  and  engaged 
in  prayer.  But  Jamaica  magistrates  cannot  be  made  to 
understand  that  there  is  any  difference  between  prajiug  and 
preaching.  To  their  confused  conceptions  the  two  things 
are  identical.  The  local  preacher  is  at  once  taken  before  a 
magistrate ;  that  it  is  the  Sabbath,  makes  no  difference  ;  the 
charge  is  immediately  entered  into.  The  accused  endea- 
Yonrs  to  make  the  learned  administrators  of  the  law  under-  ■ 
etand  that  he  is  falsely  charged  with  preaching  and 
teaching,  as  he  did  neither  the  one  nor  the  other.  On  the 
occasion  specified,  he  and  the  people  who  were  assembled 
BUng  a  hymn,  and  then  he  offered  prayer  to  God,  and 
dismissed  the  assembly.  But  preaching  is  praying,  and 
praying  is  preaching.  It  must  be  so,  for  the  court 
rules  it ;  and  the  offender  shall  go  to  gaol.  For  what 
right  has  anj  sectarian  to  pray  in  the  pariab  w\t\\o«,t  fefe 
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permission  of  the  mBgiatrates,  and  the  licence  of  the  qnurter- 

sessiooB  ? 

Mr.  Watkia  offers  bail  to  appear  and  answer  to  the 
charge  at  the  qunrter- session  a.  But  this  is  refused ;  the 
offence  ia  of  too  serious  a  character  to  be  bailable.  And  so, 
like  one  in  the  olden  time,  for  the  crime  of  offering  prayer 
to  the  God  of  heaven,  he  is  sent  to  join  his  beloved  ministera 
in  the  den  of  liona, — those  devouring  monstera,  respectively 
named  ague,  fever,  consumption,  &c., — there  to  he  destroyed, 
iinleaa  the  Lord  shall,  in  anawer  to  the  earnest  prayers 
going  up  from  hundreds  of  I: eart- crushed  slaves,  and  other 
sympathizing  friends,  send  His  augels  to  shut  the  lions' 
mouths.  For  three  days  Mr.  Watkb  is  honoured  in  sharing 
the  imprisonment  of  his  missionary  frienda,  and  joining  in 
their  prayera  and  hymns  of  praiae,  which  these  servanta  of 
the  Lord  pereiat  in  offeriog,  notwithstanding  the  interdict  of 
the  magistrates.  At  the  end  of  this  period,  the  parochial 
magnates,  having  reconeidered  their  determination,  consent 
to  accept  the  proffered  bail ;  and  he  is  suffered  to  leave  the 
prison,  and  return  to  his  family. 

Meanwhile  measures  are  taken  to  rescue  the  other  sufferers 
out  of  the  hands  of  their  persecutors.  Bat  there  is  some 
unavoidable  delay.  It  is  found  necessary  to  obtain  affidavits 
from  the  prisoners  themselves,  before  the  application  for  a 
writ  of  Eaheas  Corpus  can  be  made  in  due  form.  For  this 
pnrpose  a  special  messenger  has  to  be  sent  across  the  moun- 
tains to  St,  Ann's  Bay,  which  occupies  several  days.  The 
chief  justice,  Sir  William  Scarlett,  a  brother  of  Sir  James 
Scarlett,  afterwards  Lord  Ahinger,  is  himself  a  native  of 
Jamaica;  a  gentleman  of  eminent  legal  talent  and  acquire- 
ments, little,  if  at  all,  inferior  to  those  which  procured  Ma 
brother's  elevation  to  the  distinguished  position  he  occupied 
among  the  legal  dignitaries  of  Great  Britain.  Moreover, 
he  is  a  man  of  large,  liberal,  and  philanthropic  views,  and  of 
simple,  unobtrusive  piety.  Appreciating  aright  the  value  and 
importance  of  missionary  labour  amoogst  the  slaves  in  the 
colony,  and  aware  of  the  true  character  of  the  opposition 
offer^  to  the  missionaries  by  the  planters ;  and  being  himself 
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perBonally  acqaainted  with  several  of  the  missionaries,  and 

accustomed  accasiotially  to  attend  their  ministry ;  no  diffi- 
culty is  to  he  apprehended  from  unreasonshle  prejudices  and 
prepoBseeaions  on  his  part.  i 

When  the  necessary  arrangements  have  been  perfected, 
and  the  application  is  made  to  the  judge  in  cbambera,  the 
writ  of  Baleaa  Corpus  is  at  once  granted,  on  the  ground  of 
illegal  imprisonment.  With  all  speed  an  express  messenger 
ia  dispatched  with  the  important  paper.  It  is  addressed  to 
the  deputy  marshal  of  St.  Ann's,  directing  that  official  to 
remove  his  prisoners  to  Kingston  without  delay,  and  bring 
them  before  the  chief  justice  on  a  day  specified  in  the 
dociunent. 

The  deadly  atmosphere  tbey  are  compelled  to  breathe  is 
doing  Its  worlt  upon  the  health  of  the  prJEOners.  One  of 
them  bas  now  been  two  weeks  in  that  stifling  cell.  Although 
much  more  robust  than  bis  companion  in  tribulation,  he  is 
beginning  to  sink  under  the  poisonous  influences  which  are 
circulating  througli  his  veins.  The  other,  of  more  delicate 
organization,  bas  been  ten  days  shut  up  within  those 
prison  walls ;  and  in  his  case  the  effects  of  the  poison  he  has 
been  inhaling  with  every  breath  during  that  period,  are  more 
rapidly  developed.  His  health  visibly  declineB;  and  serious 
apprehensions  prevail  that  he  will  soon  follow  the  departed 
Grimsdall  to  a  martyr's  grave.  Under  the  burning  grasp  of 
the  fever,  his  energies  are  paralysed,  and  he  is  reduced  to  a 
state  of  almost  infantile  weakness.  His  wife,  who  has  been 
sent  for,  bas  arrived  from  Montego  Bay,  and  attends  upon 
him  with  loving,  anxious  care,  B  ut  he  sinks  rapidly ;  and  it 
is  evident  that  a  few  days  more  itv  that  sickly  den  will  suflice 
to  bring  his  earthly  course  to  an  end ;  and  the  prisoner, 
released  from  confinement  without  any  legal  process,  will  leave 
the  rector  and  magistrates  of  St,  Ann's  with  the  guilt  of 
another  murder  lying  at  their  door,  j 

Hour  after   hour   the  strength    of  the  restless   sufferer      ' 
diminishes.     The  anxious  wife,  aod  the  scarcely  less  anxious 
fellow  prisoner,  are  looking  for  the  arrival  of  the  ei'ji^c^^ 
weaenger  from   the  dtj,   with     the    anthoritj   lot    ftiwi 
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removal,  until  " hope  deferred  maketh  the  heart  sick;"  and 
the  most  painful  apprehensions  prevail  that  when  be  does 
come  vith  the  document  that  is  to  release  the  prisoners 
&om  that  pestilential  dangeon,  it  will  be  too  late  to  save  the 
life  of  one  of  them,  and  that  he  will  go  forth  only  to  suffer, 
sink,  and  die. 

At  length  tbe  messenger  arrives  with  tbe  missive  of  the 
chief  justice.  Tbe  deputy  marshal,  who  has  charge  of  the 
prisoners,  has  no  sympatby  with  the  persecutors  ;  and  being 
himself  satisfied  that  further  detention  in  the  g^l  will  be 
fatal  to  the  life  of  one  of  tbem,  he  resolves  at  once  to  set 
them  both  at  liberty  oa  parole ;  only  stipulating  that  tbey 
will  not  compromise  him  with  tbe  magistrates  by  holding 
any  public  religious  service  while  he  is  responsible  for  their 
sale  custody.  To  this  reasonable  request  they  readily  accedej 
for  in  tbe  cose  of  one  it  would  scarcely  be  practicable, 
and  in  that  of  tbe  otber  quite  impossible,  because  of  the 
debilitating  effect  produced  upon  them  by  the  noxious 
influences  of  tbe  prison.  With  no  small  difSeulty  the  sick 
prisoner  rises  from  his  mattress ;  and  it  is  only  after  repeated 
attempts,  and  the  use  of  stimulants  to  keep  him  from 
fainting,  that  he  succeeds,  with  the  help  of  kind  friends,  in 
getting  on  his  clothes  to  leave  the  cell.  Too  weak  to  walk 
alone,  he  ia  kindly  supported  through  the  filthy  gaol  yardi 
and  lifted  into  tbe  vehicle  that  awaits  bim  at  the  gate. 
Itight  glad  are  these  afQicted  servants  of  Christ  to  enjoy  the 
quiet  and  rest  of  tbe  Sabbath  that  fallows  the  day  of  their 
liberation  on  parole.  Their  repose  is  interrupted  only  by 
tbe  welcome,  tearful  expressions  of  sympathy  shown  by  large 
numbers  of  tbe  loving,  grateful  people,  who  know  that  it  is  for 
Christ's  sake,  and  on  their  own  behalf,  that  these  sufferings 
bave  been  endured  by  their  ministers. 

Tbe  kindness  and  consideration  of  the  deputy  marsbal,  in 
setting  bis  prisoners  at  liberty  oa  parole,  is  very  offensive  to 
Bome  of  tbe  persecutors,  who  would  bave  rejoiced  to  see  the 
victims  of  their  malice  sink  to  death  within  tbe  confines  of 
the  prison.  Drake,  ever  active  in  doing  tbe  wickedness 
which  the  brain  of  the  cunning  rector  plots,  on  hearing  that 
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F    the  miEaionanes  are  out  of  gaol,  immediately  rides  off  to      ^^H 
report  the  fact  to  one  of  the  persecuting  magistrates.    When      ^^^| 

I      the  deputy -marshal  ia  called  upon  to  account  for  the  prisoaers       ^^| 

I  being  at  large  without  the  sauctioo  of  these  parish  digni- 
taries,  he  produces  the  mandate  of  the  chief  justice,  to  show 

I  that  now  they  are  in  his  custody  under  a  higher  authority 
than  that  of  the  magistrates  of  St.  Ann's.  He  informs  them 
that  he  is  now  only  responsible  for  producing  them  in 
Kingston  before  Sir  William  Scarlett,  oa  the  day  specified 
ill  the  writ.  This  he  has  no  douht  he  shall  be  able  to  do, 
although,  to  save  them  from  sinking  into  an  untimely  grave, 
he  has  suffered  them  for  the  present  to  be  at  liberty  on 
parole.  They  grumhle  and  threaten  and  gnash  their  teeth 
in  dif  appointed  malice ;  but  they  can  do  no  more.  And  they 
now  become  subject  to  no  little  disquietude.  For  this  pro- 
cedure of  the  chief  justice  is  eomewhat  ominous.  He  at 
least  does  not  approve  of  what  they  have  done ;  and  his 
interposition  is  likely  to  he  the  forerunner  of  trouble  and 
espensive  law  proceedings;  and  possibly  loss  of  the  oihce 
and  authority  they  have  wantonly  abused  for  evil  purposes. 

Sufficient  time  has  been  allowed  for  removing  the  prisoners 
across  the  island  to  Kingston.  After  the  rest  of  the 
Sabbath,  so  grateful  and  refreshing  in  their  circumstance?, 
tbey  are  sufficiently  recruited  to  be  able  to  set  out  and  travel 
by  gentle  stages  across  the  mountains.  Their  healtli  has 
improved  rapidly,  after  being  freed  from  the  poisonous 
atraoBphere  of  the  gaol,  and  all  the  other  depressing  influ- 

I  ences  by  which  they  were  surrounded  there:  and  each  day 
of  the  journey  is  marked  by  visible  improvement. 

On  their  arrival  in  the  city,  being  prisoners,  the  marshal    ■ 

'  conducts  them  to  the  city  gaol,  according  to  the  terms  of 
the  writ.  While  in  the  act  of  descending  from  the  vehicle* 
in  which  they  have  performed  the  journey,  as  if  to  remind 
tbem  of  Paul  and  Silas  at  Philippi,  not  only  the  foundations 
of  the  prison,  but  the  whole  island  is  powerfully  shaken 
and  rocked  to  and  fro  by  a  violent  earthquake,  caus- 
ing every  heart  within  the  prison  walls,  and  many  with- 
out  alao,  to  quail  with  terror.    All  is  coaBteTaa.^\oa  %a^ 
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but  th^ 

IV  laT  tte     ' 


alarm  with  the  officers  within ;  for  who  can  tell  hut  t 
Hnother  shock  of  the  terrihle  and  invisible  ag>>nt  may  lay  the 
mREsive  prison  in  ruins,  burying  all  it  contains  beneath 
the  crumbling  walls  ?  Theit  terror  ia  by  no  meama  leaaened 
when,  on  answering  the  loud  summons  a,t  the  gate,  they 
behold  two  well-known  Christian  ministers,  brought  there 
in  custody  like  felons,  to  be  shut  up,  for  no  other  crime, 
real  or  pretended,  than  that  of  having  preached  the  Gospel 
of  God  to  perishing  men.  Whether  it  is  that  they  have 
really  no  vacant  room  within  the  walls  that  they  consider 
fit  for  the  accommodation  of  these  persecuted  men :  or  that 
they  are  afraid,  even  officially,  to  have  anything  to  do  mth 
the  unrighteous  proceediflgs  of  which  they  know  them  to  lie 
the  victims, ^especially  with  the  terrific  roar  of  the  earth- 
qnake  yet  rumbling  in  their  ears,  and  every  nerve  yet 
vibrating  with  the  fearful  shook, — certain  it  ia  that  the 
officers  refuse  to  receive  the  prisoners. 

"Thoee  gentlemen  cannot  be  brought  in  here.  We  have 
no  place  prepared  for  them,"  is  the  reply  of  the  chief  oSdal 
tu  the  demands  of  the  St.  Ann's  deputy-marshal  for  a  place 
in  which  to  lodge  his  prisoners.  "  Where,  then,  are  they  to 
go?"  "We  cannot  tell,"  is  the  reply;  "we  only  know 
that  they  cannot  come  in  here.  There  is  no  place  in  this 
gaol  to  receive  them,"  "Why,  these  gentlemen  are  pri- 
Bonera,  and  must  at  least  remain  for  the  night."  "We 
know  they  are  prisoners,  but  there  is  no  place  for  them  here. 
We  cannot  have  them  in  the  gaol  at  all." 

The  meanest  cell  in  that  prison  is  a  comfortable  apart- 
ment compared  with  the  uncleanly  den  to  which  the  tender 
mercies  of  the  St.  Ann's  magistrates  had  consigned  them ; 
but  the  officials  here  will  not  put  their  hands  in  any 
tbrm  to  the  wickedn'ss  which  has  been  practised  against 
these  servants  of  Chriat.  Neither  is  the  deputy-marBhal, 
who  baa  them  in  charge,  nt  all  disposed  to  add  bitterness  to 
their  bonds.  He  rejoices  that  the  opportunity  ia  thus 
created  by  others  of  agun  setting  his  prisonera  at  liberty  on 
parole.  Turning  round  to  th«m,  after  this  decided  refusal 
to  admit  them  into  the  prison,  he  politely  requests  them  to 
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find  eueh  accommodation  for  tliemaelves  as  they  can,  and  to 
meet  him  at  the  appointed  time  and  place  named  in  the 
writ.  Hia  propoaal  is  very  gladly  assented  to.  There  ia 
no  difficulty ;  for  many  hospitable  doors  are  promptly  opened 
to  receive  them.  Hundreda  are  ready  to  wash  their  feet, 
and  do  honour  to  the  men  who  are  thus  counted  worthy  to 
suffer  honda  and  imprisonment  far  the  sake  of  the  Lord 
JesuE  Christ. 

What  a  noble  character  is  the  upright  Britieh  judge,  who, 
rising  above  all  local  influences,  and  setting  at  nought  the 
prejudicesand  prepossessions  of  sect  or  party.holda  the  scales  of 
justice  with  an  even  and  impartial  hand  1  Sueh  is  Sir  WiUiam 
Scarlett,  one  of  Jamaica's  noblest  sons,  and  by  far  the 
greatest  man,  and  the  brightest  ornament  of  the  bench,  that 
ever  presided  over  the  administration  of  justice  in  her  courts. 
During  the  interval  that  has  elapsed  since  the  writ  of 
Baheas  Corpus  was  granted  on  behalf  of  the  misaionary 
prisoners,  this  upright  and  sagacious  judge  has  made  him- 
self acquainted  with  all  the  details  of  the  case.  On  the 
morniDg  after  their  arrival  in  the  city,  the  prisoners  are 
placed  before  him,  and  he  immediately  orders  them  to  be 
releai^ed,  as  the  victim)  of  unprincipled  persecution  and 
illegal  imprisonment.  The  proceedings  of  the  St.  Ann's 
magistrates,  in  bath  cases,  are  pronounced  by  him  to  be  at 
variance  with  the  law.  Thia  decision  of  the  highest  legal 
authority  in  the  colony  is  profoundly  mortifying  to  the 
magisterial  gentlemen  concemuJ ;  bub  abundantly  more  so 
to  the  rector,  the  counsellor  and  prompter  of  ^1  their  evil 
doings. 

A  deepei'  mortification  is  to  follow.  The  licentious  duke, 
I  with  whom  Jamaica  has  been  afflicted  as  its  governor, 
has  been  recalled ;  and  his  place  worthily  filled  by  Sir 
John  Keane,  (afterwards  Lord  Keane,  and  the  hero  of 
Seinde,)  as  lieutenant-governor.  With  the  blunt  honesty 
and  high  sense  of  honour  suited  to  the  character  of  a  British 
general,  he  is  n  .t  like  hia  predecessor,  to  ba  easily  duped 
s  the  tool  of  a  clever,  time-serving,  and  ungodly 
The  iUf^al  and  oppressive  proceedmgB  ott\vs 
H  2  


into  acting  a 
eler^m 
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St.  Ann's  magistrates  hare  arrested  his  attention  ;  or  ttey- 
have  been  reported  to  liira  by  the  chief  justice.  It  has 
aroused  his  generous  indignation  that  the  laws,  intended 
for  the  protection  of  tlie  king's  subjects,  should  thus  be 
perverted  into  an  engine  of  oppression  and  cruelty  :  and, 
without  loss  of  time,  he  diiecta  the  magisterial  eommis- 
eions  of  Messrs.  Bose  and  Hemming  to  bo  cancelled, 
and  their  dismissal  from  office  gazetted.  Shorn  of  their 
honours,  and  deprived  of  the  authority  which  they  have 
exercised  for  vile  and  wicked  purposes,  they  retire  into 
private  life,  and  can  meditate  at  their  leisure  upon  those- 
utteraneea  of  heavenly  wisdom :  "  The  wicked  is  snared  in 
the  work  of  bis  own  hands."  "  Whoso  diggeth  a  pit  shall 
fall  therein ;  and  he  that  rolleth  a  stone,  it  will  return  upon 

Aware  that  the  whole  body  of  magistrates  in  the  parish 
are  more  or  less  impUcated  in  the  injustice  which  two  or 
three  have  been  forward  to  perpetrate,  the  lieutenant- 
governor  accompanies  this  act  of  well-deserved  severity  with 
a  letter,  addressed  to  the  whole  of  the  justices  of  the  parish, 
admoaishiBg  them  as  to  their  future  proceed mg a  [  and 
assuring  them,  in  language  more  pointed  than  elegant, 
that  "  the  Weslejan  missionaries  are  cot  to  he  hunted  down 
like  a  parcel  of  dogs," 

Such  decisive  action  on  the  part  of  the  lieutenant-governor 
is  not  more  grateful  to  the  baffled  persecutors  than  the  snatch- 
ing away  of  its  half- devoured  prey  would  be  to  the  hungry 
tiger.  To  be  confronted,  braved,  and  out-manceuvred  by 
Methodist  preachers,  whom  they  have  looked  upon  and 
trodden  down  as  the  dust  beneath  their  feet,  is  suiBciently 
mortifying.  But  to  be  shown  up  before  the  world  ai 
ignorant,  arbitrary,  and  oppressive ;  and  through  them  ti> 
have  their  magisterial  decisions  reversed  and  censured, 
and  to  be  covered  with  shame  and  ignominy,  and  disgracefully 
expelled  from  the  magistracy  on  their  account, — ^thia  ia 
indeed  humiliation  bard  to  be  endured.  Nor  will  they 
endure  it  without  at  least  an  elfort  to  obtain  revenge. 

Men   capable   of  conduct  like  tWt  ot  tfnw*  ft^.  ^^.i^'a 
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-gentry,  are  not  likely  to  be  scmpulouB  about  ineane, 
when  pflBBion  is  aroused,  and  the  thirat  for  veogeance 
is  raging.  Hemmiag  is  a,  youog  man,  and  not,  like  hia 
associate  in  evil,  indurated  past  feeling  by  long  tamilarity 
with  cruelty  and  vice.  He  therefore  eita  down  quietly  under 
the  disgrace  and  mortification  he  has  brought  upon  him- 
self by  yielding  to  the  counseb  of  evil-minded  men,  and 
allowing  himself  to  be  used  bs  a  tool  to  nork  oat  their  bad 
pnrposes ;  and  he  resolves  to  profit  by  the  painful  lesson  he 
has  received,  and  be  a  wiser  man  in  future. 

It  is  different  with  the  other  expelled  magistrate  and  his 
abettors  and  couasellora.  They  have  felt  no  qualms  ol 
conscience  in  violating  the  oaths  by  which  they  had  bound 
theinfielves  to  be  faithful  administrators  of  the  law;  and  why 
should  they  be  deterred  from  going  a  little  further  in  the 
eaaie  direction  ?  It  will  cost  only  a  little  more  falsa  swear- 
ing, and  their  desire  for  revenge  may  be  gratified.  A 
conspiracy  is  therefore  at  once  entered  into,  to  charge  the 
lately  imprisoned  miasionaries  with  wilful  and  corrupt 
peijury,  in  having  made  affidavit  that  bail  was  offered  on 
behalf  of  the  prisoners,  and  refused  by  the  magistrates. 
Bose,  the  dismissed  magistrate,  Drake,  the  constable,  and 
another  person,  are  found  ready  to  bear  false  witness  in  this 
case  ;  and  accordingly  an  indictment  is  prepared  against  Mr. 
Orton,  one  of  the  released  prisoners.  The  same  offence  is 
charged  against  Messrs.  Dunoa.n  and  Barry ;  hut  their 
affidavits  having  been  sworn  to  in  another  county,  the 
prosecution  must  be  carried  on  there. 

Mr.  Orton's  case  is  brought  on  for  trial  at  the  grand  court 
for  Middlesex.  The  grand  jury  there  is  formed  chiefly  of 
planters,  and  altogether  of  white  men.  Not  a  few  of  tbem 
are  from  St.  Ann's  pariah,  and  quite  ready  to  return  a 
true  hill  on  very  slight  evidence,  or  no  evidence  at  all,  if  it 
be  against  a  missionary ;  or  to  ignore  bills  in  the  face  of 
evidence  the  moat  abundant  and  conclusive,  if  it  be  intended 
to  redress  any  grievance  oi-  wrong  that  missicnariea 
fufTcred,  It  does  not  therefore  excite  any  aurpiiEe  "fiVeTS 
irae  bill  ie proclaimed  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Orton. 
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UnfortiiDately  Sir  William  Scarlett  has,  since  the  mis- 
sionaries were  liberated  from  the  handa  of  their  persecutors, 
been  compelled  by  failing  health  to  leave  the  ieland ;  and  it 
deTolvea  upon  one  of  the  assiftint  judges,  who  generall; 
Lave  had  no  legal  education,  and  do  not  often  posaeas  a  large 
Ehare  of  ability,  to  preside  in  the  Eupreme  court.  On  this 
occasion,  Mr.  Bichard  Barrett,  the  speaker  of  the  Houae 
of  AtEembly,  is  the  presidiog  judge.  He  is  a  man  of 
more  ability  than  many  of  his  compe:>rs ;  hut  ho  lacks  the 
learning  and  high  sense  of  honour  of  which  Sir  William 
Scarlett  is  possessed  in  an  eminent  degree.  He  is,  moreoTer, 
a  thorough-going  pro-slavery  man,  largely  interested  in  the- 
system  which  makes  merchandise  of  mitn,  and  full  of  planter 
prejudices  concerning  missionaries  and  their  work.  That  faS' 
should  manifest  a  strong  bias  in  favour  of  the  prosecutors,. 
and  act  as  if  he  were  one  of  the  counsel  for  the  prosecution, 
rather  than  as  the  upright  and  impartial  judge,  is  only  a 
matter  of  course.  He  acts  up  to  hu  character,  as  a  man 
whose  nobler  faculties  ha-re  been  blighted  by  close  contact 
with  slavery  throughout  the  entire  proceedings. 

The  attorney-general,  upon  whom  it  should  devolve  to  con- 
duet  the  prosecution,  is  a  Mr.  Hugo  James,  He  is  a  man 
whose  established  character  for  honour  and  integrity  forbid 
the  supposition  that  he  will  pander  to  the  prejudices  of  the 
planters,  or  wrest  justice  to  gratify  their  malignity.  Conse- 
quently, Mr.  Batty,  a  barrister  of  diiFeretit  stamp,  one  of 
the  slave-holding  fraternity,  and  known  to  be  not  so 
scrupulous,  is  retained,  in  hope  that  his  red-hot  intolerance 
will  make  up  for  the  flagging  zeal  of  the  attorney-general. 
They  have  no  hope  of  being  able  to  mould  Mr.  James  to 
their  wishes ;  for,  not  long  ago,  he  gave  very  decisive  proof 
of  his  impartiality  in  prosecuting  three  of  the  magoates  of  a- 
neighbouring  county  for  murder ;  these  worthies  having,  in 
the  plenitude  of  their  magisterial  authority,  directed  the 
execution  of  a  black  man  without  trial.  But  Mr.  Batty 
may  be  relied  upon  for  doing  all  that  they  desire  of  him. 

All  that  can  be  accomplished  by  Mr.  Bitty's  unscrupulous 
sophtatrj  and  zeal,  by  the  hard  au4  leiikVaa  a-weaiai%  ot  tke 
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vitnessef ,  and  the  partisan  inAuence  exerted  by  the  bencb,  h 
done  to  secure  a  conviction.  But  the  discrepancies  and 
coutradictioDS  in  the  testimony  of  Rose  and  Drake,  the  two 
principal  witnesses,  are  so  palpable  ;  and  the  direct  testimony 
to  the  fact  that  bail  was  repeatedly  offered  on  behalf  of  the 
two  prisoners,  but  refused  by  tha  magistrates,  so  abundant 
and  overwhelmiog,  that  even  a  white  Jamaica  jury  are  com- 
pelled, against  their  own  inelinations,  to  do  an  act  of  justice, 
by  delivering  a  verdict  of  "  Hot  guilty."  The  slave- 
holding  judge,  who  has  done  hi^  heat  to  pervert  justice  in 
tbis  case,  is  disappointed.  The  blustering,  bullying,  pro- 
slavery  advocate,  whose  escetsive  zeal  did  more  harm 
than  good  to  the  parties  bo  represented,  is  profoundly 
mortified.  And  KoEe  and  D  rake,  branded  with  the 
crime  they  have  sought  to  fix  upon  the  innocent  man  they 
have  well-nigh  persecuted  to  the  grave,  retire  from  the  court 
to  receive  such  consolation  from  their  baffled  fellow-perae- 
cutors  as  they  may  be  ablo  to  afford,  and  to  bear  the  scorn 
and  contempt  of  all  around  them  who  are  not  demoralised 
and  emhruted  by  contact  with  slavery. 

The  failure  of  this  wicked  prosecution  necessarily  involves 
the  abandonment  of  further  proceedings  in  the  case  of 
Messrs.  Duncan  and  Birry.  For  if  a  jury  largely  composed 
of  St,  Ann's  planters  cannot  find  a  verdict  favourable  to  the 
persecutors,  there  is  no  hope  that  their  evil  purposes  can  be 
accomplished  in  either  of  the  other  counties,  where  the  same 
evidence  must  he  adduced,  and  where  none  of  the  jurors  are 
under  the  immediate  infiuence  of  the  slave -op  pressing  rector 
of  St.  Ann's.  Thus,  in  the  wise,  overruling  providence  of 
God,  a  fiendish  conspiracy  is  brought  to  nought,  and  the  net 
intended  to  ensnare  His  servants  is  broken. 

The  indictment  instituted  against  Mr.  Whitehouse,  the 
first  of  the  two  incarcerated  miasionaries,  by  the  St.  Ann's 
court  of  quarter -session  3,  remains  to  be  disposed  of.  It  has 
been  deemed  advisable,  as  there  is  no  hope  or  probability  of 

,      justice  being  done  hy  the  magiatratea  and  jurymen  in  St. 
Ann's,  to  remove  the  case  by  torit  of  certiorari  m\o  Vt«i 

L    Bupreaie  conrt.     This  has  been  done ;  and  on  the  ueit  ia'j 
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after  the  accusation  of  perjury  has  been  di^poEed  of,  thia 
indictment  ia  brought  forward  by  the  attorney -general ;  bat 
only  to  be  abandoned  by  bimBelf  and  quashed  by  the  court, 
u  an  oatrage  against  both  justice  and  law. 

In  the  course  of  an  elaborate  argument,  the  attorney- 
general  quotes  a  jui^gment  of  Lord  Mansfield,  and  shows 
that  nonconformity  IB  not  an  offence  at  common  law;  that 
there  is  no  colonial  statute  whatever  in  force  bearing 
upon  the  question ;  and  that  by  none  of  the  eiisting  tolera- 
tion laws  of  England  can  the  indictment  be  sustained,  or  the 
proceedings  of  the  St.  Ann's  magistrates  be  justified.  He 
shows,  what  the  missionaries  constantly  insisted  on,  that  the 
magistrates  were  only  empotrered  to  call  upon  them,  to  take 
the  prescribed  oaths,  and,  in  the  event  of  their  refusal  to  do 
eo,  to  levy  a  fine  upon  them ;  and  that,  having  taken  the 
oaths  in  one  parish  of  the  island,  the  missionaries  were 
olearly  entitled  to  preach,  and  exercise  all  other  ministerial 
functions,  in  every  other  parish.  Therefore  the  conduct  of 
the  magistrates,  in  subjecting  Messrs.  Whitehouse  and 
Orton  to  imprisonment  in  the  loathsome  gaol  of  St.  Ann's 
has  been  altogether  at  variance  with  the  law. 

The  indictment  is  ordered  by  the  court  to  be  quashed; 
by  which  decision  the  religious  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
missionaries  and  the  people  of  their  charge  are  establbhed  on 
a  firmer  basis  than  before ;  and  the  oppressive  power  of  the 
elave-holding  magistrates  i.j  so  circumscribed  as  to  place 
tbem  in  the  condition  of  a  serpent  which,  while  retaining  all 
its  natural  ferocity,  is  rendered  harmless  by  the  loss  of  its 
fangs.  Ood  has  made  the  wrath  of  man  to  praise  Him,  and 
the  remainder  of  wrath  He  has  restrained. 

After  these  wrongful  proceedings  have  been  thus  brought 
to  a  conclusion,  giving  a  signal  triumph  to  the  cause  of 
religious  liberty  and  Negro  iuslruction,  many  persons  adviss 
that  a  prosecution  should  be  instituted  against  the  magis- 
trates of  St.  Ann,  who,  by  violent  persecution,  and  the  unlaw- 
ful exercise  of  the  authority  entrusted  to  them,  have  hunted 
and  hurried  one  of  God's  servants  out  of  life,  and  so  broken 
^ivn  the  liealtb  and  constitutLOn  at  aaciW»,lW^.k«'<ii\lL 
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never  be  a  strong  man  again,  and  will  probably  sink  into  a 
premature  grave.*  They  bave  laid  themEelvcs  open  to  an 
action  for  false  imprisonment;  and  nfter  the  opinion  so 
clearly  eipresaed  by  the  attDmey-genoral,  and  the  decision  of 
the  court  reverbing  their  proceedings,  the  result  would  not 
be  doubtful.  But  tbo.>:e  who  bave  been  injured  remember 
that  it  is  written,  "Vengeance  it  Mine,  I  will  repay,  eaith 
the  Lord,"  and  choose  rather  to  follow  Hia  example,  mho 
prayed  on  behalf  of  His  peraecutora,  "Father,  forgive  them; 
for  they  know  not  what  they  do." 

Moreover,  both  the  oSeading  magistrates,  though  culpable, 
are  not  so  to  an  equal  estent.  The  younger  one.  Hemming, 
has  stood  aloof  from  the  wicl;ed  attempt  to  fix  upon  the 
miflsionariea  the  charge  of  perjury,  refusing  to  be  a  party  to 
it.  And  tbroughout  he  has  manifested  fur  less  of  the  bitter' 
nese  and  malignity  which  characterized  uU  the  proceed- 
ings of  hia  asaociate,  Cose.  They  are  already  punished  in 
some  measure  by  a  disgraceful  expulsion  from  office ;  and 
they  may  well  be  left  to  Him  who  judgeth  righteously,  while, 
in  the  true  spirit  of  the  religion  they  teach,  the  imprisoned 
mifsionaries  show  that  they  can  foi^ive  their  perseeutors, 

*  The  conBlitntion  of  Mr.  Ortou  was  so  far  undermined  \ij  hia 
imptiBonmcnt  that  he  never  fully  recovered.  He  remained  in  the 
colony  toe  a  year,  Buffering  muuh  from  detility,  and  vainly  atriviuB 
to  discharge  his  misaioiiBF;  duliea.  He  was  then  compelled  to 
tetum  to  England,  a  shnttered,  enfeebled,  and  prematurely  old  man- 
Here  ha  rallied  sufflciently  to  enable  him  to  undertalie  a  mission  to 
Anstialia.  Bat  (he  poison  inhaled  in  a.  Jamaica  prison  was  never 
Iboroughly  eradicated  from  his  system  j  and, 'while  yet  a  compara- 
tively young  man,  he  died  on  his  paeaage  to  Ecglnud  from  Australia 
in  18J2,  and  sleeps  heneath  the  waves,  nntil  ths  momiug  dawna 
«hen,  at  the  lond  tlaat  of  the  archangel's  trump,  the  sea  shall  give 
np  its  dead.  Thia  pecsecnted  minister  was  the  first  to  introdnoo 
into  Victoria,  in  AuBtralia,  the  ordinanoea of  public  worship.  "The 
ocoaeion  waa  striking,  and  worthy  of  commemoration.  On  the  26th 
of  April,  1836,  the  Bev.  Joseph  Orton  preached  on  Batonis  hill  to  a 
mixed  congregation  of  Europeans  and  natives.  The  place  was  then  a 
green  monnd  in  the  primeval  forest ;  and  Melbonme  cansisted  oE 
three  hats  and  three  houses,  hardly  distinguishaUe  Iiom  Vaa 
BnhrptEn  rrilderoess  that  stretched  around." 
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JUDOMENT  HILL. 

Oft  o'or  ths  EJcii  islands  of  tbB  West, 
la  floral  pomp  oml  verdant  beanty  drest, 
Bolls  the  dark  cloud  of  God's  awakeued  ire  ; 
Tbander  and  eartliqnoke,  wbiiliriud,  Hood,  and  fire, 
'Midst  reeling  moantniiiB  and  disparting  plains. 
Tell  the  pale  nurlJ,  "  The  Uod  of  vengeonee  reiens." 

MONIOOUEBT. 

utJn  the  interior  of  Jamaica,  at  no  great  didtancB  from 
yi\  KiagstoD,  the  mercantile  capital  of  the  inland,  a  spot 
•^  is  pointed  out  which  beara  thiaremariahle  deaignation, 
from  haviog  been,  a  little  more  than  half  a  century  ago,  the 
scene  of  a  etartliag  catastrophe,  which  impressed  many 
persona,  who  were  hut  httle  accustomed  to  any  thing  like 
Berious  rtBeetion,  with  the  conviction  that  it  is  a  fearful 
thing  to  brave  the  anger,  and  "  fall  into  the  hand?,  of  the 
living  God." 

In  the  more  easterly  of  the  parishes  into  which  Jamaica 
ia  divided,  there  are  several  wide  river-courses,  which  collect 
and  hear  to  the  ocean  the  draininga  of  the  majestic  chain  of 
mountains  that  lift  their  summits  some  seven  or  tight 
thousand  feet  above  the  level  of  the  Caribbean  S^a,  which 
they  overlook,  and  from  which  they  are  ofcen  clearly 
visible  to  mariners  at  a  distance  of  seventy  or  eighty  miles. 
One  of  these  rivers,  receiving  the  waterfall  on  the  southern 
slope  of  the  Fort  Koyal  and  St.  David's  mountains,  flovs 
in  a  south-easterly  direction  for  mora  than  thirty  miles. 
Ordinarily,  in  dry  weather,  the  narrow  streim  of  limpid 
irater,  formed  by  the  contributions  of  many  rivulets 
'^S^S^^  doirn  the  hollowB  and  iKviuBa  \K:Weeti  tbe  hills, 
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rushes  with  rapid  current  over  the  stony  bottom  of  the 
deep  chaune],  EufBciently  ahallow  to  he  fardable  at  numerous 
points,  and  leaving  a  krge  portion  of  the  rirer  bed  perfectly 
dry.  But  the  immense  boulders,  and  masEea  of  Gmooth 
roct,  seatlLTed  in  vast  numbers  over  the  wide,  gravelly 
bed  of  the  river,  being  broueht  down  by  the  force  of  the 
stream,  snd  the  torn  and  rugged  banks  on  either  side,  bear 
Bilent  witness  ti  the  irresistible  power  with  which,  in  the 
wet  season,  the  mighty  mai^a  of  turbid  water,  swollen  by  a 
thousand  rushing  torrents,  rolls  on  to  ita  destination. 

Among  tbe  hills  through  which  this  river  winds,  and 
stretching  along  its  banks,  there  is  a  plautation  beautifully 
situated  in  a  curve  formed  by  the  sinuosities  of  its  course. 
The  rich,  nell-tilled  fields  of  the  plantation,  waving  with 
tha  luxuriant  pugar-cane,  occupy  the  plain  between  the  deep 
river-course  and  the  foot  of  the  liills.  At  a  little  distance 
from  the  Btream,  tbe  buildings  pertaining  to  the  estate  have 
been  erected.  Prominent  amongst  these  is  the  great  house 
occupied  by  the  proprietor  and  his  family  ;  and  scattered 
around  are  the  miserable  huts  of  the  slaves,  upon  whom 
devolves  the  weary,  imret^nited  task  of.  cultivating  for 
their  owntr  several  hundred  acres  of  land  which  the  estate 
comprises  ;  themgelvea  shut  up  in  densest  ignorance,  and 
knowing  no  enjoyment  of  life  but  that  which  they  have  in 
common  with  tbe  mules  and  cattle,  that  share  with  them 
the  wasting  toil  of  the  plantation. 

Immediately  behind  these  several  buildings  there  towers 
a  lofty  mountaia,  rising  precipitately  from  the  gentle  slope 
whereoD  the  buildings  stand,  Liftto^  its  verdure-crowned 
head  nearly  a  thousaud  feet  to  the  clouds,  and  overshadowing 
the  plantation  buildings  and  the  river.  All  kinds  of  rich 
tropicdl  fruits,  sheltered  here  from  every  unkindly  blast, 
flourish  in  abundance, — theman{;o,the  orange, the  shaddock, 
the  stai'-apple,  and  tbe  lime.  £!very  hut  is  embowered  in 
a  grove  of  plantains  and  bananas,  whose  large  velvet-like 
leaves  afford  a  grateful  shelter  from  the  sun  ;  while  the 
plume  of  the  cocoa-nut  waves  in  graceful  beauty 
jatparis  to  tbe  whole  scene  a  character  of  tropical  \'a's.tti\»attfe 
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with  which  we  mav  well  HBSociate  the  ide&  of  xa  eartU^H 
paradise.  ^^M 

Satan  and  sin  obtained  adnQidBtan  into  Eden ;  and  tha^^ 
have  found  an  entrance  here.  Ungodliness  and  vice,  in  Eome 
of  their  foulest  deTelopmentj,  pervade  the  colony  ;  darknen 
prevaih  everywhere,  escej)!  where  the  few  missionMieB  that 
are  labouring  in  the  midst  of  much  hatred  and  opposition, 
have  diffused,  in  eome  raeasure,  the  light  of  the  evei--bleBsed 
Gospel.  AH  classeB,  masters  and  slaves,  whites  and  hlackd, 
are  Eunk  in  deep  moral  debasement  together.  And  the 
clericil  order,  malting  merchandise  of  the  bodies  and  souls  of 
men,  aud  mixed  up  with  the  worst  abominationB  of  slavery, 
are,  in  most  instances,  as  far  removed  from  all  that  ia  virtuonB 
and  godly,  as  the  most  abandoned  of  the  slave  oppressoTB. 
But  in  this  secluded  plantation,  surrounded  as  it  is  with 
scenes  of  surpassing  natural  loveliness,  there  is  a  den  of  vice 
and  pollution,  to  which  no  parallel  can  be  found  in  all  this 
wicked  land.  A  monster  of  wickedness,  who  has  given 
himself  up  to  work  all  uncleanness  with  greediness,  the 
owner  of  tbat  lovely  spot,  has  converted  it  into  such  a  sink 
of  loathsome,  nameless  depravity,  that  ail  the  iieighboura 
for  miles  around  stand  aloof  from  him  and  all  that  peitui 
to  him,  and  hold  no  avoidable  communication  with  tl 
place.  It  is  shunned  by  all  clftssea  of  tho  people, 
deadly  pestilence  were  known  to  be  raging  there. 

In  no  country  undtr  heaven  is  there  to  be  found 
everything  like  prudery  than  here  iu  Jamaica.  The  moral 
standard  is  deplorably  low ;  and  vicious,  licentions  habits, 
disregard  of  moral  obligations,  and  forgetfulness  of  God,  Bie 
prevalent  throughout  the  land.  But  here  is  a  household  bo 
utterly  abandoned  and  vile  in  their  associations  and  habits, 
that  even  the  low  degraded  society  of  Jamaica  scorns  them 
as  its  outcasts,  and  turns  away  from  tb^m  with  loathing. 
No  planter  from  the  surrouudiug  estates  calls  to  take  a 
friendly  glass  with  the  overseer,  who  is  also  the  owner  of 
the  plantation.  No  neighbour  goes  to  render  friendly 
offices  in  time  of  sickness  ;  and  even  the  medical  man,  who 
j)eriodica}}y  visits  the  hot-house  (t\ie  \v'j5^\^'l  o^  'i.\ie  esW'us, 
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md  prescribea  medicine  for  the  slaves  disabled  by  sickness 
from  taking  their  usual  place  in  the  field,  ling^ers  not,  as 
he  does  on  all  the  other  plantations  he  attends,  to  dine  or 
hold  a  carouse  with  the  magnate  of  the  estate. 

Tear  after  year  passes  away,  but  still  the  man  and  bis 
estate  are  shunned ;  for  the  lapse  of  time  only  serves  to 
develop  more  and  more  the  God-derjing  wickedness  which 
ia  not  only  practised  but  boasted  of  there;  awakening 
more  and  more  fully  the  indignation  and  disgust  of  all 
around  towards  the  depraved  denizens  of  that  secluded 
ha,bitation,  amongst  whom  all  decency  and  propriety  are  set 
at  nought,  and  the  natural  relations  and  distinctions  known 
in  families  are  utterly  confounded  and  lost.  There  aro 
eome  who  look  on  the  place  with  fear  and  trembling,  as  well 
as  loathing ;  half  expecting  that  this  den  of  wickedness, 
with  its  associations  of  depravity,  will  be  dealt  with  in  some 
such  way  as  the  Just  and  Holy  One  dealt  with  the  guilty 
inhabitants  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah. 

The  owner  of  the  plantation  has  become  hoary  in  hie 
evil  career ;  and  wealth  has  been  increasing  in  his  hands, 
serving  only  to  promote  strife  and  discord  amongst  the 
incestuous  brood  of  which  he  is  the  head  ;  when  the  hand 
of  Jehovah  is  lifted  up,  and  that  event  cceurs,  the  memorial 
of  which  is  handed  down  in  the  designation  that  stands  at 
the  bead  of  this  paper. 

Jamaica  has  often  been  fearfully  desolated  by  the  hurricane 
and  the  earthqualte,  causing  &  lamentable  destruction  of 
property  and  life,  and  sometimes  throughout  vast  districts 
changing  the  whole  aspect  of  the  country.  It  was  oa  the 
18th  and  19th  of  October,  one  of  the  months  usually 
included  in  what  is  known  as  the  hurricane  season,  when  a 
deetructive  storm  swept  over  the  eastern  parishes  of  the 
island,  accompanied,  as  effects  would  seem  to  indicate,  by 
severe  shocks  of  earthquake.  A  preternatural  discharge  of 
water  from  the  heavens  destroyed  many  sugar  and  coffee 
plantations,  sweeping  off  all  vegetation,  or  burying  ib,  to 
the  depth  of  many  feet,  beneath  the  earth  and  eto'^ea  a.ii& 
gand  which   the  descending  torrents  wash  down  trotn.  tV« 
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neighbouriBg  mountains.  The  swollen  risers  overflowed 
their  backs,  tbe  rushing  waters  bearing  all  before  them,  and 
producing  a,  Ecene  of  devastation,  extending  from  ebore  to 
ehore  over  a  length  of  fifty  milefi,  that  defies  all  descriptioD. 
Maay  vessels  were  stranded  on  the  coast ;  anil  upon  the 
land  the  victims  of  this  struggle  of  the  elements,  who  had 
the  good  fortune  to  escape  with  life,  lost  all  their  property. 
The  descent  of  huge  masses  of  earth  and  rock  from  the 
aides  of  the  hills  could  be  compared  only  to  the  avalanches 
in  the  valleys  of  the  Alps  ;  and  the  features  of  the  country 
were  so  materially  altered  by  the  dynamic  sweep  of  the 
floods,  rivers,  and  water- courses,  and  all  well-koowu  laud- 
maj'kB  so  entirely  obliterated,  that  survivors  found  great 
difliculty  in  ascertaining,  with  anything  like  certainty,  the 
true  localities  which  they  were  entitled  to  call  their  own. 
This  difficulty  was  modifiei  by  the  great  destruction  of  life 
occasioned  by  the  hurricane;  whole  families  being  ewept 
away,  leaving  no  survivor  to  raise  a  question  concerning  the 
titles  and  boondaries  of  their  property. 

This  is  the  case  with  the  fine  plantation  occupying  ea 
pleasant  a  site  near  the  margin  of  the  river,  and  converted 
into  such  a  scene  of  impurity  and  wickedness  by  the 
abaudoned  family  claiming  it  as  their  home.  The  morning 
of  the  day  on  which  this  appalling  calamity  passes  over  the 
land,  finds  them,  as  many  mornings  have  found  them,  all 
careless  and  secure,  without  a  thought  of  God,  and  without 
any  idea  of  danger  hovering  near.  Extensive  fields  are 
waving  with  the  ripening  canes.  Tr^es  laden  with  luscious 
fruit  are  all  around.  Large  bunches  of  cocoa-nuts  iu  every 
stage  of  growth  hang  from  the  ever  fruitful  trees,  which,  by 
their  continual  productiveness,  may  well  symbolize  the 
Tree  of  Life  in  the  vision  of  the  apocalyptic  writer,  that 
yielded  her  fruit  every  month.  Tiie  white  buildings  of  the 
estate  peep  out  through  the  openings  of  the  trees,  aj  with 
geutle,  graceful  motion  they  yield  to  the  pressure  of  the 
slightest  movement  of  the  air  ;  the  whole  landscape,  with  its 
alternations  of  hill  and  ittle,  exhibiting  a  scene  of  bright 
smiiing  beauty,  to  be  seen  nowhete  \nit  in  \.W  ■> 
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Bitnated  within  or  near  to  tbu  tropical  lines.  The  neit 
morning  breaks  upon  a  scene  of  dtisDlation,  exhibiting  no 
traces  of  the  earthly  parndise  on  which  the  sun  ahed  hia  fer- 
vent rajs  only  a  few  hours  before. 

It  has  been  ewept  with  the  l}esom  of  destruction ;  and 
the  plantation,  with  its  buildings,  its  cultivated  fielda  and 
fruitful  groves,  its  slaves  and  cattle,  whose  toil  eitraeted 
richness  and  wealth  from  the  soil,  together  with  the  great 
house  and  all  its  miserable  inhabitants,  have  been  blotted 
from  the  face  of  the  creation.  The  overthrow  is  as  com- 
plete as  that  which  overwhelmed  the  polluted  cities  of  the 
plain.  No  living  creature  belonging  to  the  place  remains 
to  tell  the  tale  of  woe ;  and  scarcely  a  vestige  of  the  onca 
lovely  estate  is  to  be  fiiund. 

The  centre  of  the  hurricane  has  passed  over  this  vicinity, 
and  its  utmost  violence  has  fallen  upon  the  spot  where  the 
justice  and  purity  of  the  Almighty  has  long  been  daringly 
outraged.  The  fair,  cloudless,  but  oppressively  sultry 
morning  has  been  followed  by  the  gathering  of  thick  bkck 
banks  of  cloud  upon  the  eastern  sky,  and  the  ominous 
moaning  of  the  wind,  betokening  the  coming  tempest, — signs 
too  well  understood  by  the  iohabitants  of  tropical  regions. 
As  the  sun  slowly  deacenils  to  the  westward,  these  pre- 
cursors of  coming  evil  become  more  decided  and  unmistake- 
able;  and  at  length  the  tornado  burets  upon  the  land  in  all 
its  desolating  fury, — a  violence  which  can  only  be  justly 
appreciated  by  those  who  have  witnessed  a  West  India  hurri- 
cane. The  danger  is  aggravated  by  the  dense  darkness  of 
the  night.  Many  are  crushed  beneath  their  falling  dwell- 
ings, while  numbers  of  lives  are  sacrificed  in  the  attempt  to 
gain  through  rushing  torrents  some  desired  place  of  refuge. 

But  a  peculiar  catastrophe  seals  the  fate  of  this  planta- 
tion and  ils  inhabitants.  That  to  which  they  probably 
looked  for  safety  becomes  their  destruction.  Snugly 
sheltered  beneath  the  shadows  of  the  lofty  mountain,  they 
might  well  fancy  themselves  far  less  exposed  to  peril  than 
many  of  their  neighbours,  whose  habitations  were  open  to 
the  atmost  Cary  of  the  elements.     But  uplifted  \>^  BOTao 
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-pnUbij  tbe  itap^ulons  pover  of  the  esrtili- 
the  ndncgfat  dvhiess,  the  -moiistuB  U 
I  (bmtdstioDs,  aad  throim  prostrate  in  wild. 
^  the  plain  and  into  the  river ;  burying'  beneath 
ita  OKmnoui  uustes  eroy^  bnitding  of  the  plantation,  and 
c*c9y  aonl  <rxi<iting  upon  it-  Ther,  and  all  belonging  to 
them,  hare  disappeared  from  haman  ken,  as  if  they  had 
nerer  been  ;  as  when  God,  in  His  anger,  caused  the  earth  to 
opea  hermootb,  and  swallow  apKorah,Dathan,  aod  Abiiam; 
and  tbeir  houses,  and  all  that  appertained  onto  them,  went 
down  mto  the  pit,  and  the  e^rth  closed  upon  them,  and  they 
pefisbed  miserablj:.  So  were  thia  planter,  and  his  family, 
and  all  hia  goods,  buried  in  a  moment  out  of  sight  of  men  ; 
their  immortal  spirits  passing  euddenly  to  an  unchanging 
doom,  with  all  their  eins  and  pollutions  fresh  upon  them. 

To  make  the  destruction  more  complete,  the  fallen  moua- 
tain  dammed  up  the  river,  already  swollen  to  overflowiitg; 
until  the  mass  of  accumulated  waters,  forcing  their  own 
way,  and  making  fresh  channels  for  themselves,  bear  away 
in  their  desolating  progress  whatever  the  hurricane  has 
failed  to  destroy.  When  morning  dawna  through  the  still 
raging  tempest,  Lot  a  living  creature  remains ;  every  trace 
of  cultivation  has  disappeared,  and  the  very  outlines  of  the 
plantation  have  been  so  completely  obliterated  tb.it  it  b 
difficult  to  tel!  exactly  where  it  lay.  All  belonging  to  the 
estate  that  is  not  buried  henesth  the  upturned  mountain, 
has  been  borne  far  away  by  the  flood  to  the  Caribbean  Sea, 
except  some  carcases  of  human  beings  or  beasts,  lodged 
in  crevices  or  bushes  by  the  rushing  waters  on  their  course, 
and  left  there  to  become  the  prey  of  the  ravenous  vulture. 

"  I  will  make  thy  grave ;  for  thou  art  vile,"  Jehovah  said, 
when  Nineveh  was  rapidly  fllhag  up  the  measure  of  her 
iniquities;  and  beneath  the  crumbling  earth  of  her  own 
massive  walls  and  palaces  He  buried  the  city  which  had 
been  the  scene  of  so  much  that  was  abominable  in  His  sight. 
And  there,  hidden  in  the  dust  from  all  human  search,  she 

aained  during  the  lapse  of  many  centuries;  thus  lulfilling 
Bis  own  faithful  word,  "  The  wicteA  shaW.  \iB  cu.t  off  from 
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the  earth,  and  the  transgressors  shall  he  rooted  out  of 
it."  So  in  this  instance,  after  many  years  of  longsuffering 
and  forhearance,  His  hand  is  lifted  up  against  the  evil-doers, 
and  overwhelms  them  with  such  manifest  tokens  of  a  Divine 
visitation,  that  even  in  Jamaica,  where  there  is  little 
recogpiition  of  God,  His  justice  in  the  event  is  acknowledged, 
and  the  scene  of  the  catastrophe  is  distinguished  hy  the 
designation  of  Judgment  Hill, 


VI. 

THE  ASSASSIN. 

Blood  hath  strange  orgaaa  to  disaouTBe  vithal ; 
roas  oratar,  and  thea 
win  cxi^sed  htrsiilf  to  tell 
£□  tliwartiDg  nature. 

fnaiNB  seventeen  years  that  I  spent  in  Jamuea,  extend. 
jng  over  one  of  the  most  eventful  perioils  of  ita  history. 
it  fell  to  my  lot  to  reside  for  several  year  a  in  the  St.  Ann's 

Mountains.  St.  Ann's  is  one  of  the  north-side  parishes;  and, 
because  of  its  surpasiin^  lovelines!<,  is  frequently  spoken  of  as 
"  Tha  Garden  of  Jamwca."  The  designation  ia  not,  however, 
very  well  chosen,  as  its  beantiful  and  varied  scenery  more 
resembles  that  of  a  wide-spread  park  than  a  garden;  forit  isthe 
wild,  impressive  grandeur  of  nature  that  greets  the  eye,  rathei 
than  the  elegance  and  beauty  which  Epeak  of  the  taste  ana 
handiwork  of  man.  The  far- at  retching  forests,  clotheJ  with 
the  perennial  verdure  of  aever-ending  spring ;  the  hold 
ranges  of  mountains,  burying  their  lofty  summits  in  the 
clouds;  the  green  slopes  and  deep  ravin  ts ;  the  vast  pasture- 
fields,  waving  with  luxuriant  Guinea  grass  and  stuided 
■with  thousands  of  majestic  cedars,  varie'l  by  the  rich  orange 
or  graceful  pimento  tree,  eihibit  scenes  of  enchanting  interest 
to  the  traveller  throughout  most  of  this  extensive  parish, — 
the  garden-like  scenery  of  which  it  can  boast  being  confined 
to  the  narrow  strip  of  land  skirting  the  thore.  Devoted  to 
the  culture  of  the  sugar-cane,  and  marked  here  and  there 
with  the  huge  piles  of  building  includeii  in  the  works  of 
plantations,  here  are  displayed  more  evideet  traces  of  hi 
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cbxll  and  toil  than  in  (hat  larger  portion  of  the  psriiih  which 
IB  chiefly  occupied  by  breeders  of  stock,  and  divided  into 
cattle  farms  or  pens,  as  such  propertiea  are  usually  called,  and 
which  are  largely  oTerepread  with  the  fragrant  pimento,  yield- 
ing in  rich  abundance  the  "all-apice"  known  to  commerce. 

One  of  the  peculiarities  of  this  part  of  the  inland  is  the 
existence  of  nnmM'OUS  "  eink-helea,"  large^  openings  in 
the  earth,  communicating  with  subterraneous  pasaages.  by 
means  of  which  the  drainage  of  the  towering  hills — that  in 
other  parts  of  the  island  creates  innumerable  beautifulriculet?, 
forming  in  their  aggregate  considerable  rivers — is  home  off 
iovisibly  toward  the  coast ;  where,  bursting  out  from, 
their  mountain  caverns,  lai^e  streams,  gathered  in  (he 
bowels  of  the  mountains,  rush  to  the  sea,  exhibiting  in 
several  instances  cascades  of  great  majesty  and  beaaty. 
These  "  sink-holes  "  are  generally  to  be  found  deep  down  in 
some  valley,  the  character  of  the  ground  around  tbem 
plainly  indicating  their  existence ;  but  oceaaionally  snch 
openings  are  to  be  met  with  on  more  level  ground,  where 
nothing  whatever  gives  a  sign  of  danger,  grass  and  brush 
growing  over  the  edges  of  the  aperture,  and  concealing  it 
from  observation,  until  the  unwary  victim,  apprehensive  of 
no  peril,  steps  over  the  brink  of  the  treacherous  chasm,  ani 
disappears,  to  be  seen  no  more.  One  or  two  instanoeu 
occaired  daring  my  residence  in  the  ntighbourhood  of 
sportsmen,  eager  in  the  pursuit  of  game,  being  lost  in  this 
way, — dropping  in  a  moment,  frona  the  very  mid^t  of  life  and 
enjoyment,  into  a  deep,  unfathomable  grave. 

la  the  south-western  part  of  the  parish  there  is  such  an 
opening  to  the  subterranean  passages  in  the  mountains 
possessing  a  hind  of  historical  interest,  and  visited  by 
the  carious  as  one  of  the  lions  of  Jammca.  It  is  known  as 
"  Hutchinson's  Hole,"  because  of  its  association  with  one  of 
those  shocking  tragedies  which,  being  attended  by  circum- 
atanoes  of  unusual  horror,  stand  out  prominently  and  perma- 
nently in  the  annals  of  crime.  Near  to  it  is  the  ruin  of  what 
was  forme  riy  the  resideoce  of  the  individual  who  figvued  a£  tVft 
jvuwipal  actor  in  the  catalogue  of  atrocitiea  whidi  gai'v&lQ.\ia 
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uk  uneDviiible  celebrity,  and  caused  his  name  to  be  handeS 
down  to  posteritj  as  tha  designation  of  one  of  the  moet 
sanguiiiary  monsters  that  ever  delighted  in  tbe  shedding  of 
innocent  blood.     The  ruin  is  still  known  as  "  Hutchinson's 

Acoompanied  by  a  friend,  I  devoted  a  day  to  Tisiting  this 
Homewhat  celebrated  spot.  We  mounted  onr  borees  after  an 
early  breakfast,  and,  riding  some  two  miles  through  very 
charming  scenery,  arrived  at  a  centre  where  several  roadg 
met,  known  as  the  "  Finger-Post,"  from  the  fact  that  an 
aTtii:le  of  that  description  was  erected  there  by  the  pariah, 
to  aiTord  travellers  useful  information,  long  before  the 
existence  of  the  village  now  risen  in  the  locality,  bearing 
the  same  name.  Directing  our  course  according  to  the 
indications  of  this  silent  monitor,  we  set  our  faces  in  the 
direction  of  "  The  Pedroea."  For  two  or  three  milee  our 
road  lay  through  uncleared  forest,  here  and  there  broken 
in  upon  by  the  rude  cottage  of  the  Negro  settler,  who, 
having  after  emancipation  saved  money  aulbcient  to  purchase 
a  small  freehold,  bad  here  set  himself  down  with  his  famUy, 
in  indignant  independence  of  the  planters,  whoso  stapid 
folly,  equalled  only  by  their  reckless  malignity,  sought, 
by  systematic  fraud  and  oppression,  whenever  opportunity 
offered,  to  avenge  npon  the  people  the  crime  of  having 
received  their  freedom.  IBut  after  a  little  while  we  rode 
through  the  open,  pleasant  pastures  of  cattle  farms,  over- 
apreading  a  beautiful  vale,  and  hemmed  ia  by  mountains  of 
considerable  altitude,  covered  with  rows  of  coffee  trees  and 
crowned  with  massive  buildings,  consisting  of  the  coffee 
works  and  barbecues  of  the  plantations,  and  the  stately  man' 
sionsof  the  proprietors.  After  a  ride  of  several  miles,  we 
arrived  at  Edinburgh  Castle, — the  name  given  to  the  grazing 
farm  to  which  our  visit  was  directed. 

Situated  in  the  gorge  of  the  mountains,  which  rise 
abruptly  to  a  considerable  height  on  either  hand,  there  is  a 
hill  whose  precipitous  sides  aeem  to  forbid  the  further 
advance  of  the  traveller,  until  be  6nds  that  the  narrow  road 
winds  arotiad  its  base.     At  the  samuQt,  Vooking  tvoM;  down 
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upon  the  road,  is  a,  ruined  tower,  partly  concealed  by  the 
large  trees  which  have  grown  up  around  and  covered  it 
with  their  branches.  Further  up  the  mountiin  gorge  the 
hill  gradually  slopes  off  to  a  level  with  the  road,  affording 
easy  aeeeas  to  the  tower  in  that  direction.  Continuing^  our 
ride,  and  leaving  t!ie  tower  it  may  be  a,  quarter  ut'  a  mile 
behind  us,  we  turned  out  of  the  Toad,  and,  passing  through 
the  adjoining  field,  descended  iato  a  deep  bollo^v,  around 
which  the  mountains  slope  upward  in  all  directions,  forming 
a  vast  natural  basin,  rugged  with  numeruu.s  channels, 
through  which  in  the  rainy  seaaons  the  rushing  waters 
descend  to  find  an  outlet.  Deep  down  at  the  bottom  of  this 
basin,  surrounded  by  a  wall  to  lieep  the  cattle  out  of  danger, 
and  overshadowed  by  the  dense  foliage  of  a.  lai-ge  clump  of 
cedars,  me  came  upon  a  yawning  abyss,  several  yards  in 
diameter,  down  which  the  waters  find  their  course  through 
nneeen  channels  to  the  sea.  Clambering  over  the  wall,  we 
looked  down  into  '"  Hutchinson's  Hole,"  not  without  a  feel- 
ing akin  to  awe  and  teiTor,  which  was  increaaed  when,  east- 
ing down  several  large  stones,  a  considerable  time  elapsed 
before  a  splash  or  rumbUng  soauil  eame  back,  to  testily  the 
immense  depth  they  had  descended  before  meeting  with  any 
obatruction  to  their  fall. 

About  the  middle  of  the  last  century  the  tower  dignified 
with  the  name  of  "  Edinburgh  Castle  "  was  occupied  by  a 
Scotchman  named  Lewis  Hutchinroa,  who  w.is  the  owner 
of  the  farm  or  pen  on  which  it  stood.  Eight  across  the 
farm  atretohed  the  naiTow  defile  through  which  wound  the 
only  road  that  in  those  days  afforded  ordinary  means  of 
communicatioa  between  the  north  and  south  aides  of  the 
country.  Hutehinson  had  not  only  acquired  the  farm,  but 
had  also,  by  some  means,  become  the  oivner  of  a  sufficient 
number  of  slaves  to  perform  all  the  labour  the  estate 
required ;  and  he  had  stocked  the  farm  with  cattle 
strayed  or  stolen  from  his  ueighboura.  He  lived  in 
the  tower  alone,  or  surrounded  only  by  slaves  brought 
from  Africa,  and  purchased  from  the  slave  ships,  which 
then  openly  earriecJ  on  the  horrible  tra  flic  in  atoVea  Viomaa 
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beings,  unchecked  by  public  opinion,  and  under  the  full  pro- 
tection of  the  British  flag.  He  held  very  little  intercouHe 
with  hifl  neighbours ;  for,  though  none  Buspected  that  he 
was  the  monster  of  crime  he  turned  out  to  be,  yet,  exhibit- 
ing &  morose  and  gloomy  character,  he  was  generally  ahunned, 
and  few  cared  to  hold  any  interconree  with  him  btyond 
that  which  the  ordinary  business  of  life  rendered  unavoidable. 
But  the  occupant  of  that  lonely  tower  was  au  aesaasm  who 
made  a  traile  of  murdt^r,  aud  luxuriated  in  the  deliberate 
slaughter  of  his  fellow  raen.  There  was  then  but  little 
communication  between  the  two  sides  of  the  island ;  aad 
that  was  chii'lly  carried  on  by  smdl  coasting  vessels,  ruu- 
ning  round  the  eastern  ot  western  estremities  of  the  land. 
Very  few  persons  ventured  to  climb  the  rugged  sides  of 
the  mountain,  which  the  Spaniards  named  "  Siavola,"  and 
then  wind  their  dreary  way  through  the  lonely  wooded 
defiles  affording  the  only  means  of  passage  by  land  from 
one  coast  to  the  other. 

The  terror  of  the  journey  was  increased  by  the  fact  th»t 
it  had  been  attempted  by  many  persons  who  had  never 
reached  their  destination  or  been  heard  of  again.  By  what 
meana  they  had  perished  none  could  guess.  Whether  cut 
off  by  freebootera,  or  carried  off  by  Maroons  to  their  inacces- 
sible fastaeases  in  the  forest-covered  mountains,  never  could 
be  ascertained.  They  disappeared,  leaving  no  trace  behind  i 
and  the  mystery  was  explained  only  when  the  atrocities  of 
Hutchinson  were  brought  to  h*ght.  Then  it  transpired  that 
they  bad  fallen  by  his  hand,  and  that  the  numerous  travellers 
who,  in  attempting  to  cross  over  the  island,  had  dropped  out 
of  lile  as  suddenly  as  if  the  earth  had  opened  and  swallowed 
them  up,  and  residents  of  the  neighourhood  who  had  also 
mysteriously  disappeared,  and  were  supposed  to  have  been 
engulfed  by  the  treacherous  sink-holes  in  the  vicinity,  had  been 
the  victims  of  as  revolting  a  system  of  treachery  and  cruelty 
as  ever  cast  a  dark  shadow  upon  the  history  of  any  country. 

It  was  not  necessity  that  drove  him  to  the  perpetration 
of  Crimea  worthy  of  the  Thugs  of  Hindostan,  for  he  was 
wealthy,-  nor,  although  unscrupulous  as  to  l^i-e  meaua  he 
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employed  to  inereaae  his  substancB,  was  it  altogether  the 
love  of  gain.  Of  a  savage,  misanthropical  dispoBition, 
iiiteiisified  by  some  real  or  imaginary  injury  inflicted  npon 
him  in  his  early  life,  he  cherished  a  fierce,  unnaturil 
detestation  of  the  human  race,  and  a  morbid  taste  for 
blood,  until  the  contemplation  of  human  agony  became  his 
chief  delight,  and  bis  morose  and  hardened  soul  found 
its  highest  gratiBcatioa  in  destroying  human  life. 
Murder  became  his  study  and  occupation  ;  and  it  waa 
said  of  him,  as  gathered  from  tbe  testimony  of  his  ninst 
truated  slave,  who  survived  his  master  many  years,  that 
if  his  destined  victim  were  infirm  or  sick,  he  carefully 
attended  to  him,  and  revived  hia  strength;  or  if  he 
could  behold  him  first  in  fancied  security,  in  the  convivial 
assembly,  or  perhaps  tn  the  bo^om  of  bis  family,  it  gave  him 
greater  satisfaction  to  infiiet  the  blow  which  eut  him  offi 
and  increased  his  appetite  to  relish  tbe  expiring  struggle. 
To  enjoy  the  gory  spectacle,  he  always  dissevered  the  head 
from  the  palpitating  body.  His  most  pleasing  occupation 
was  to  whet  hia  gleaming  knife.  His  gloomy  soul  waa 
sated  only  by  a  copious  flow  of  blood.     Simply  to  destroy  life 

I  was  not  sufhcient ;  and  he  experienced  a  Eavage  delight  in 
gloating  over  the  writhing  agony  from  which  most  men 
instinctively  turn  away  their  eyes.  He  would  retain  the 
ghastly  bead  where  it  would  he  constantly  before  him; 
and  when,  through  tbe  influences  of  tbe  climate,  it  rapidly 
changed,  and  be  could  no  longer  feast  his  gaze  upon  tbe 
decaying  countenance,  it  tras  his  habit  to  place  it  high  in 
the  ail  in  the  hollow  trunk  of  a  cotton  tree,  where  the  vol- 

I  tures  could  speedily  atrip  it  of  the  putrefying  flesh.  After 
this  the  whitened  skull  was  east  down  the  yawning  chasm 

I       into  which  the  mangled  carcase  bad  already  been  thrown. 

Hutchinson's  slaves  were  made  participators  of  his  san- 

I  guinary  deeds.  These  were  Africans,  procured  fresh  from 
the  slave  ships,  and  speaking  only  their  own  language. 
Familiarized  with  cruelty  and  blood  in  their  own  land,  and 
Bank  m  heathen  ignorance,  they  perceived  nothing  criminal 

I      OP  unasua}  Ja  these  atrocious  acts  ;  and,  with  ttie  aubinama^ 
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vith  which  eluTes  bon  to  the  will  of  their  owner,  they  did 
whatever  Le  connnanded,  and  scrupkd  not  to  take  the 
part  asGigoed  to  them  by  their  master  in  helping  to  destti^ 
the  living  or  diepose  of  the  dead.  The  risk  from  tbem  was 
slight ;  for,  as  they  were  never  suffered  to  be  away  from 
the  farm,  and  knew  no  language  but  that  brought  from 
their  DBtiye  wilda  across  the  sea,  tbey  were  not  able,  even 
if  tbey  felt  an  incliuation  to  do  so,  to  make  any  revclatian 
eonctrning  the  cbaractcr  and  doings  of  their  guilty  owner. 
But,  apart  from  thia,  feat  would  suffice  to  seal  their  lips, 
IS  their  own  lives  lay  at  bis  mercy;  and,  if  it  were  his 
pleaeure  to  cut  tbem  in  fragments  wilh  the  terrible  cart- 
whip,  in  that  secluded  Ta.le,  he  could  do  so  with  perfect 
impunity.  Thus  it  was  that  for  many  years  he  carried  on 
the  practice  of  assassination  without  being  discovered,  or 
I  BKciting  any  suspicion.     Occasionally  travellers  in  company 

^^^1  would  traverse  the  gloomy  valley  and  call  at  the  tower ;  and 
^^^H  these,  after  being  hospitably  entertained,  passed  on  in  safety. 
^^^V  "—their  plurality  being  their  protection,  Gut  no  solitary 
^^^  traveller  who  attempted  to  thread  bis  way  through  the 
,  lonely  mountain- gorge,  however  poor  or  wretched  he  might 

be,  was  suffered  to  escape  alive  from  the  confines  of  Hutch- 
I  ineon's  farm.     The  tower  was  so  situated  as  completely  to 

command  the  narrow  road ;  and  the  murderer,  or  one  of  bis 
I  slaves,  kept  constant  watch  for  any  passer-by  who,  alone  and 

'  not  suspecting   danger,   might    become    their  prey.     The 

I  needy  wanderer  would  sometimes  call  at  the  lanely  turret- 

i  the  first  sign  of  a  human  labitation  which  for  many  miles 

I  had  greeted  liis  eye,  and  solicit  food  and  temporary  shelter. 

I  And  he  would  obtain  it  without  grudging ;  but  it  would  be 

the  last  he  would  ever  partake  of.  The  more  wealthy 
traveller  would  halt  and  seek  hospitality  at  the  tower; 
which  would  be  cheerfully  afforded,  without  any  idea  of 
remuneration,  and  he  would  leave,  grateful  for  the  rough 
but  apparently  kind  attentions  he  had  received, — only,  how- 
ever, to  meet  the  cruel  fate  to  which  be  had  been  silently 
doomed  by  the  treacherous  master  of  that  habitation,  whila 
[  Bitting  at  bia  board  in  seeming  irieudly  intercourse.     From 
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a  loophole  of  the  toiler  in  one  direction,  or  thronsh  a  thick- 
set Le<1ge  of  logwood  prepared  for  the  purpose  on  the  otheri 
— and  both  of  which  perfectly  commanded  the  niirrow  path, 
— the  hapless  victim  would  be  shot  down  with  unerring 
aim  by  the  assassin  or  his  slave  assistants.  Sometimes,  at 
the  cattle-fold  hard  by  the  road,  the  master  would  detain 
in  conversation  a  wayfarer  who  might  be  passing  on  with- 
out stopping  at  the  tower,  while  his  glave  from  bt^hind  the 
fence  could  leisurely  take  aim  at  the  unsuspecting  Tiubim, 
and  stretch  him  low  in  death.  Thus  it  was  that,  for  some 
jL-ar.*,  lonely  travellers  across  the  mountain  range  of  Jamaica 
continued  mysteriously  to  disappear.  Not  only  days,  but 
weeks,  generally  elapsed  befora  they  were  missed  by  their 
friend*.  And  then  all  inquiry  was  vain ;  all  traces  of  them 
had  vanished  from  the  face  of  the  earth. 

But  the  most  successful  and  protracted  career  of  crime 
metta  with  a  check  at  last.  Some  oversight,  somn  seeming 
accident,  oocurs  to  mar  the  well  planned  seheme,  and  furnish 
a  cine  to  the  cleverly  concealed  villany  ;  and  tliu  evil-doer 
finds  in  the  end  bow  true  are  the  words  of  inspired 
wisdom,  "  Be  sure  jour  sin  will  find  you  out."  So  it  was 
with  the  assassin  Hutchinson.  He  was  suiTered  to  run  a 
long  course  of  evil  unchecked ;  hut,  in  the  operations  of  that 
Providence  which  is  all-pervading  and  all- controlling,  the 
mystery  of  iniquity  was  at  length  unravelled,  and  tbe  blood- 
stained wretch  stood  revealed  in  all  his  terrible  enormity  of 
crime.  A.  f^lure  in  bis  usual  oaution,  an  uveraiglit  com- 
mitted in  his  eagerness  to  aL'complisb  a  long- meditated  act 
of  villany,  unmasked  the  murderer,  and  brought  his  guilty 
career  to  an  end. 

In  the  same  vale,  but  at  a  considerable  distance,  was  a 
cattle  farm  similar  to  his  own,  tin  manager  of  wbich— a 
person  named  Callendar — had  for  a  considerable  time  been 
marked  out  for  assassination  by  Hutchinson  whenever  the 
favourable  opportunity  should  occur.  By  someoflenee.perhapa 
altogether  unintentional,  he  had  awakened  against  him 
self  the  inextiag'iishable  hatred  of  his  dangerous  neighbour; 
vrho,  howerer,  conccJiltid  both  his  ft'eiings  and  iuti,n^i.ous  iae-g 
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within  LisoiTii  Vjreast.  A  few  of  Hutchinson's  cattle  had 
strayed,  and  found  their  way  to  the  property  under  Callendar's 
care,  where  they  had  committed  eome  depredations.  With 
neighbourly  kindiiEes,  the  manager  drove  them  back  to  their 
own  plantation,  and  delivered  them  over  to  the  care  of  their 
owner,  requesting  that  tLey  might  not  be  suifered  so  to 
treppass  sg-ain.  Such  an  occasion  was  not  favourable  to  tha 
purposes  of  the  murderer,  accompanied,  as  CaUeodar 
was,  by  slave-drovers  or  cattle- men  belonging  to  the 
estate  under  his  care.  The  visitor  was  hospitably  enter- 
^  tained,  and  dismissed  wifh  assurances  which  Batisfied  him, 
gratified  with  the  apparent  ccrdiality  that  had  marked  the 
conduct  of  bis  host.  Tbe  visit  was  returned,  and  the 
aseasain  spent  a  day  in  intercourse  with  his  intended  victinii 
which  seemed  to  partake  of  the  utmost  friendliness.  Thus 
a  freedom  of  acquaintance  was  promoted,  that  promised  to 
give  the  desired  opportunity  lor  the  indulgence  of  the 
treacherous  cruelty  lying  hidden  beneath  all  this  show 
of  friendship.  After  two  or  three  visits  had  been  inter- 
changed, one  day,  as  the  unsuspecting  Callendar  was  going 
to  or  returning  from  the  tower,  a  rifle  bullet  from  behind 
the  fatal  hedge,  fired  by  tlie  hand  of  Hutchinson,  stretched 
him  upon  the  earth ;  and  the  tragedy  was  completed  in  tha 
usual  way,  except  that,  in  this  case,  as  it  might  be  hazardous 
to  retain  in  his  possession  such  a  dangerous  clue  to  the 
unfolding  of  the  mystery  certain  to  attach  to  Callendar's 
sudden  disappearance,  the  bleeding  body,  with  tlie  head  rtill 
attached,  van  committed  to  the  unfathomable  charnel-house 
that  had  engulfed  so  many,  and  which  the  murderer 
vainly  imagined  would  never  give  up  its  dead. 

There  happened  to  be  in  the  tower,  confined  to  bed  by 
sickness,  an  uosuspecting  traveller,  who  bad  stopped  there  on 
his  journey,  and  who,  wearied  and  worn  out  by  the  illness 
that  had  overtaken  him  on  the  road,  had  solicited  the  shelter 
and  hospitality  of  the  lone  bouse,  until  he  should  be 
recovered  sufBciently  to  pursue  his  journey.  This  bad  been 
freely  accorded,  and  the  patient  was  tended  with  such  rude 
Dare  as  the  slave  denizens  of  the  farm,  under  the  direction 
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of  their  tnaster,  were  able  to  afford ;  with  the  intention,  on  ^^H 

the  part  of  the  treacherous  host,  that  in  due  time,  whea  ^^^| 

tbe  unBui'picious   gnest   should  take   his  departure  in  ail  ^^^| 

confidence  and  eecnrity,  and  warmed  with  gratitude  for  the  ^^^| 

generous  treatment  he  had  received,  he  might,  gloat  over  the  ^^| 

lasury   of  laying  him    low  with  his  fatal  riAe,  and   ^eud  ^^H 


lasury  of  laying  him  low  with  his 
him  to  join  tbe  numerous  victims  already  consigned 
to  the  deep,  yawning  abyss  close  at  hand.  Having 
in  flome  degree  recovered  from  the  fever  which  for  manv  days 
had  prostrated  all  his  energies,  and  gladly  risen  from  his 
couch,  through  tbe  small  opening  that  admitted  light  and 
air  into  a  room  be  had  accidentally  entered  he  became, 
to  his  inexpressible  horror,  an  unseen  witness  of  the 
a»sa=sinatioQ  of  tbe  uafortunate  Callendar.  He  had  heard 
of  the  dark  mystery  which  enshrouded  the  fate  of  numerous 
travellers  who  had  ventured  to  cruss  the  island  by  that  lonely 
road ;  and  here  light  was  suddenly  thrown  upon  it.  Ho 
could  now  understand  the  reason  of  their  inesplicable  disap- 
pearance. Shocked  beyond  measure  with  what  he  had 
seen,  he  placed  a  powerful  restraint  upon  bis  feelings,  and 
let  no  word  or  sign  escape  biai  coneeraiug  tbe  tragedy 
wrought  before  his  eyes,  but  quietly  waited  his  oppor-i 
tonity.  As  soon  as  his  rtcovered  strength  permitted,  when 
the  owner  of  the  tower  was  absent,  possessing  himself  of  a 
horse,  and  eluding  all  observation,  he  effected  bis  escape  from 
the  fate  which  he  felt  sure  awaited  him,  especially  if  bis  poa- 
Bession  of  the  terrible  secret  sbouIiS  for  a  moment  be  suspected. 
Unseen  and  untraced,  he  made  his  way  to  the  nearest 
habitation  he  could  find,  and  the  alarm  was  given.  He 
made  known  tbe  murder  of  Callendar  as  he  had  witnessed  it 
firom  the  turret,  and  tbe  btariug  away  of  the  mangled  body 
in  the  direction  of  the  deep  sink-bole  which  received  the 
drajnings  of  the  surrounding  hilla.  Soon  the  whole  country 
was  up  in  wild  escitement ;  for  suspicion  of  the  truth  v 
now  awakened,  and  the  mysterious  disappen ranees  which 
for  years  had  kept  up  a  painful  interest  on  both  sides  of  the 
island  were  accounted  for.  Th*  murderer,  on  returning 
home  in  tbe  ereniog,  discoTered  the  escape  oS  liia  gnast. 


■ 
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whose  de^tructinn  he  had  been  brooding  over  tor  many  iajb 
with  Bavage  satisfaction  ;  and,  fearing  that  the  assassination 
of  Callendar  was  known,  h«  fled.  Making  his  way  with  all 
possible  speed  across  the  mountains  and  through  the  tangled 
forests,  avoiding  human  habitations  and  frequented  roads,  be 
arrived  at  the  south  coast.  On  riiaohing  Old  Harbour,  one  of 
the  south-side  ports,  he  took  nnceremonioua  possession  of  an 
open  boat,  and  put  to  sea,  and  he  succeeded  in  getting  on  board 
a  ship  which  was  passing  the  island  under  sail,  congratolat- 
ing  himself  on  having,  as  he  supposed,  thrown  offund  baffled 
all  his  pursuers.  But  tlm  whola  country  was  up  and  in  pur- 
suit ;  for  intelligence  of  the  discovery  whiab.  had  been 
made  spread  with  unexampled  rapidity,  aggravated  rather 
than  lessened  by  the  voice  of  rumour  ;  and  all  were  anxious 
that  the  assassin  should  be  secured,  and  brought  to  justice. 

Some  hour«  after  the  alarm,  had  been  given  concerning  the 
murder  of  Callendar,  a  strong  party  repaired  to  Edinburgh 
Castle  to  seize  the  criminal.  Then  it  was  discovered  that 
he  had  taken  alarm,  and  fled ;  but  bis  course  was  traced, 
and  it  was  soon  ascertaineil  that  he  had  boarded  a  passing 
vessel.  Admiral  Sir  George  Rodney,  the  hero  of  that 
Western  Archipelago,  happened  to  be  lying  at  Port  Royal 
with  the  fleet  under  his  command  ;  and  as  soon  as  the  intel- 
ligence was  conveyed  to  him  of  wliat  had  occurred  in  St. 
Ann'?,  and  the  escape  of  the  assassin,  the  admiral  put  to  sea 
in  his  own  ship,  and  speedily  overhauled  the  merchant  vessel 
in  which  the  fugitive,  in  fancied  security,  was  flying  to  some 
distant  shore.  Intercepted  in  his  flight,  Hutchinson  threw 
himself  into  the  waves,  seeking  there  the  death  which  he 
now  saw  to  be  inevitable.  Froai  this,  however,  he  was 
rescued  by  the  admiral's  boats,  and  reserved  for  a  morB 
ignominioUB  fate. 

After  the  flight  and  apprehension  of  the  murderer,  search 
was  made,  and  then  his  enormous  villany  was  brought  to 
Lght.  No  less  than  forty-two  watches  were  found  in  his 
chests,  all  of  which  bad  been  plundered  from  the  mangled 
bodies  of  the  yet  larger  nuntbtr  of  those  whom  he  had 
slaughtered;  and  the  fact  stood  ckady  r&vealed  that  the 
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r  multitude  of  peraons  who,  through  Bueoessive  years,  had  dia- 
appeared  from  lifti  in  passing  across  the  country  had  all 
found  a  tragical  end  in  that  mountain  gorge,  and  had 
been  swallowed  up  in  the  depth  of  aftyaa  ever  yawn- 
ing for  freah  victims  near  the  murderer's  turret.  In- 
formation was  obtained  from  tho  slaves,  by  means  of  an 
interpreter,  as  to  the  method  by  which  the  murdered  remains 
were  disposed  of;  and  an  attempt  was  made  to  search  the 

[  dark,  fearful-looking  pit,  by  letting  down  a  bundle  of 
lighted  straw.  Far  down,  at  the  depth  of  many  feet,  sus- 
pended on  the  point  of  a  projecting  rock,  was  discovered  the 
mangled  putrefying  body  of  the  murdered  Callendar ;  hut  the 
depths  below  had  more  effectuallj  received  and  disposed  of 
all  the  other  victims. 

In  due  time  Hutchinson  was  brought  to  trial  for  the 
mnrder  of  Callendar  at  St.  Jago-de-la-Vega.  After  a  display 
of  hardihood  and  bravado  seldom  witnessed  in  a  court  of 
justice,  the  ruffian  was  convicted,  and  speedily  suffered  the 
last  penalty  of  the  law  upon  the  gallows.  "  The  enormity 
of  his  crimes,"  aays  the  historian  of  the  time,  "  might  be 
exceeded  by  his  hardened  insolence  before  his  judges;  but 
his  reckless  gaze  upon  the  instrument  which  was  to  convey 
him  before  the  tribunal  of  his  Maker  finds  no  parallel  in  the 
history  of  crime  or  punishment ;  nor  can  the  annala  of 
human  depravity  equal  the  fact  that  at  the  foot  of  the  scaf- 
fold he  kft  a  hundred  pounds  in  gold  to  erect  a  monument, 
and  to  inscribe  the  marble  with  a  record  of  bis  death,"  Tho 
docament  is  probably  still    in  existence  at  Spanish  Town, 

,       written  by  the  hand,  and  bearing  the  signature  of  the  noto- 

I  rious  criminal,  in  which  be  expressed  this  extraordinary 
wish,  only  a  few  moments  before  his  wretched,  blood-stained 

I  soul  passed  into  the  presence  of  its  Creator  and  Judge.  The 
record  he  required  to  be  placed  on  the  tablet  in  these 
words :  "  Lewis  Hutchinson,  hanged  in  Spanish  Town, 
Jamuca,  on  the  sisfceentb  morning  of  March,  in  the  year  of 
his  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-three. 
Aged  forty  years. 

I  '  Their  Beatenes,  piids,  and  malice  I  defy, 

^^^_  Beapme  their  pov/ei,  and  lite  a  Roman  die,' ' 


I 


HSB  foregoing  tale  of  Hatctmgoa  the  aasaBsin  ifl  properly 
j"h  followed  by  another,  whioh  serves  yet  more  impres- 
*-^  sively  to  illustrate  the  retributive  providenee  of 
God  in  the  affairs  of  men.  About  a  week  after  my 
visit  to  Hutohinfion'a  Hole  I  had  called  at  the  house  of 
a  friend,  when  a  gentleman  residing  in  the  neighbour- 
hood came  in.  He  was  a  planter,  having  the  maaage- 
ment  of  several  large  properties,  and  possessing  a  higher 
degree  of  mental  culture  than  hod  fallen  to  the  lot  of 
many  in  the  class  he  belonged  to.  He  had  become  a 
frequent  attendant  upon  the  services  at  the  mission  sanc- 
tuary, about  a  mile  from  the  plantation  where  his  residence 
was  beautifully  situated  in  one  of  the  finest  localities  of  the 
island  ;  and  the  truth  had  so  far  wrought  upon  his  mind  and 
heart  aa  to  induce  him  to  dissever  himself  from  one  of  the 
vicious  habits  fostered  into  general  prevalence  under 
the  corrupting  inlluences  'with  which  such  a  system  as 
elavery  always  pervades  the  country  wherein  it  is 
nnhappUy  estahlished.  After  the  ordinary  salutatious  had 
passed,  and  we  had  reeiimed  our  seats,  he  drew  a  newspaper 
from  his  pocket,  and  directed  my  attention  to  a  brief  obitu- 
ary notice  contained  in  it.  On  looking  over  it,  I  found  that 
it  was  the  announcement  of  the  death  of  one  who  was 
unknown  to  me.     He  was  deacribud  ^a  a  ^iVvn^ei  al  -middla 
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«ge,  who  had  finished  his  earthly  course  in  a  dietaut  part  of 
the  ialaud. 

"Tour  diBcourBe  on  Sunday  morning  interested  me  very 
much,"  said  my  visitor,  when  I  had  read  the  notice  to 
which  he  had  directed  my  attention,  "  and  I  was  greatly 
impressed  by  your  remarks  ooncemiug  a  retributive  provi- 
dence and  tlie  illustrations  you  gave.  I  was  well  acquainted 
with  many  of  the  men  to  whom  you  referred,  who  are  now 
no  more  ;  and  with  some  of  them  I  was  intimate  for  years." 

"  My  mind  was  prepossessed  very  much  with  the  subject," 
I  replied,  "from  having,  with  a  friend,  last  week,  visited 
Ei^burgh  Castle,  celebrated  as  the  scene  of  the  Hutchinson 
tragedies  many  years  ago ;  and  I  was  ao  impressed  with  the 
facts  involved  in  that  ease,  especially  with  the  manner  in 
which  the  wickedness  of  the  man  was  brought  to  light,  that 
I  was  induced  to  take  the  warnmg  of  Moses  to  the  two 
tribes  as  my  subject  for  the  pulpit  on  Sabbath  morning. 
God  has  wrought  very  marvellously  during  the  few  years 
past  In  breaking  up  and  scattering'  that  unlawful  association, 
the  Colonial  Church  Union ;  and  the  manner  in  which  His 
hand  has  been  laid  upon  its  founders  and  leaders, — the  rector 
and  his  friend,  Mr.  H., — is  to  rny  mind  most  impressive 
and  admonitory.  I  think  it  fitting  and  proper  that  we 
should,  in  these  things,  as  in  others,  consider  the  works  of 
the  Lord,  and  regard  the  operations  of  His  hand."  It  was 
God's  complaint  concerning  His  ancient  people,  "  When  My 
hand  is  lifted  up,  they  will  not  see  it.     But  they  shall  see." 

"  I  think  with  you,"  he  said,  "  that  we  ought  to  recognise 
Divine  Providence  in  those  events  which  have  occurred. 
Indeed,  it  is  scarcely  possible  for  any  thoughtful  person  to 
do  otherwise ;  they  have  been  so  remarkable.  Even  Mr.  H. 
B.,  who  took  a  leading  part  himself  in  the  proceedings 
of  the  Union,  acknowledged,  before  the  accident  occurred 
which  caused  his  own  death,  when  he  saw  first  one  and  then 
another  of  his  friends  so  suddenly  cut  off  from  life, '  The 
hand  of  God  is  in  these  things.'  And  that  is  a  very  remark- 
able confession  in  the  rector's  priuted  address  to  tia  ■^misV- 
Muiea^  tb»i  'bis  life  bad  been  spent  ia  a  Tain  effort  to  ■gvata 
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God  out  of  the  world  He  had  made.'  I  observed  that  xoa 
did  not  mentioD  any  names  :  but  I  understood  nearly  all  tbe 
casea  to  nhich  you  referred,  and  knew  the  parties  well.  I 
have  never  known  the  doctrine  of  retribution  eo  fearfoll; 
illustrated  anywhere  as  it  has  been  in  this  colony  during  tbe 
last  few  years ;  and  I  was  glad  you  took  up  the  subject  as 
you  did,  and  discussed  ib  in  a  manner  that  could  not  be 
otherwise  than  instructive  and  admonitory  to  your  hearers. 
My  thoughts  have  dwelt  largely  on  the  subject  ever  since; 
and  I  was  startled  when  I  received  this  newspaper  by  the 
post  to-day,  and  read  the  notice  to  which  I  have  called  your 
attention." 

"  I  am  not  aware,"  I  remarked,  "  that  I  had  any  acquaint- 
ance with  the  person.  The  name  ia  strange  to  me.  Ib 
there  anything  remarkable  associated  ivith  his  history  ?  " 

"  Only  this,"  he  said,  "  that  he  was  the  sole  survivor  of  a 
party  or  club  which  existed  some  years  ago,  and  whose  his- 
tory was  very  forcibly  recalled  to  my  mind  as  jou  were 
speaking  about  providential  retribution.  I  knew  some  of 
the  persona  concerned  in  it  perBonally,  and  have  often 
thought  that  the  Lord  dealt  with  them  in  a  very  remarkable 
way.  They  were  all  memhera  of  what  waa  called  the  'Hell- 
Fire  Club,'  of  which  you  have  probably  heard,  though  it  is 
now  estinct,  and  has  been  so  for  some  years." 

"  I  have  heard  it  apoken  of,"  I  replied  ;  "  but  I  never  met 
with  any  one  who  could  give  me  particular  information  con- 
cerning the  origin  and  design  of  an  asaooiation  bearing  sucli 
a  significant  designation.  Perhapa  you  may  be  able  to  do 
ao." 

"  I  am  not  prepared,"  said  he,  "  to  gratify  your  curiosity 
to  any  considerable  extent,  though  I  lived  for  several  years 
in  the  neighbourhood  where  it  existed.  It  was  a  club  estab- 
lished for  profane  and  infidel  purposes  by  some  parties  at 
Morant  Bay;  and  I  believe,  though  I  cannot  state  posi- 
tively, that  it  originated  about  the  beginning  of  this  cen- 
tury, or  soon  after,  when  opposition  to  the  missionaries  was 
fieroely  raging.  Who  were  the  founders  of  the  club  I  never 
heard.     I  suppose  they  had  rules  ty  ■rnVioV  ftia  aasoiiva.'aott 
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waa  to  be  goTerned ;  but,  if  so,  they  kept  tbem  very  mucli 
to  theinselve'.  From  all  I  ever  learnt  about  it,  I  believe  it 
was  got  up  to  opjiose  the  spread  of  religion  by  tbe  miasion- 
arics,  and  to  propagate  and  encourage  blaspliemy  and  inii- 
delity.'* 

"  How  long'  did  it  continue  to  eiiat  P  "  I  inquired. 

"  B.-tween  twenty  and  thirty  ycara,"  be  replied  :  "  and 
then  it  came  to  an  end.  The  last  1  heurd  of  it  was  an  oeeiir- 
rence  oseociated  with  the  name  of  the  person  whose  death  is 
reported  in  tbe  newspaper  I  havs  sbowii  to  you  as  having 
taken  place  a  lew  days  ago  at  Morant  Day.  It  was  tliers 
the  olub  was  fir;st  eBtablinbed ;  and  the  incideiits  with  wliieh 
be  was  ideiitiiied  were  of  such  a  character  a^  to  make  a  pro- 
found impression  upon  all  who  became  acquainted  with  them. 
The  facts  were  partly  related  to  me  by  birasalf  many  yeara 
ago  ;  and  tliey  were  brought  very  vividly  to  my  recoltectioQ 
while  I  listened  to  you  on  Sunday  last,  I  thought  it  a 
strange  coincidence  that  to-day,  on  receiving  my  iiewspapir 
Irom  the  post-oiEce,  the  first  thing  my  pye  lighted  on  was 
the  announcement  of  that  man's  death  who  bad  been  for 
several  days  so  leueh  in  my  thoughts,  and  concerning  whom 
1  felt  eome  anxiety  to  ascertain  whether  he  was  yet  living,  or 
had  followed  his  former  aasociates  to  the  grave." 

"I  shonid  feel  obliged,"!  remarked  to  my  visitor, "  if  you 
Lave  no  objection,  if  you  will  relate  to  me  the  incidents  to 
which  jou  allude.  I  have  long  desired  to  possess  myself  of 
such  pDrticulars  as  can  now  be  ascertained  relative  to  thaS 
club,  whose  very  name  seems  to  express  something  very 
much  like  a  daring  defiance  of  God." 

"I  shall  be  happy,"  he  responded,  "to  give  you  the 
information  as  I  received  it,  which  I  believe  to  be  substan- 
tially correct,  coming  as  it  did  to  me  chiefly  from  a  person  so 
deeply  inti-rested.  The  members  of  the  club  were  in  the 
liabit  of  meeting  at  different  plact'S,  both  in  town  and 
cauntry.aa  agreed  uponamong  themselves.  At  one  of  the  tost 
meetings. — I  believe  the  very  last — there  were  prtsent  ten 
members,  mostly  planters  in  charge  of  the  surround- 
ing   plantations;    and   it    took  place   on    th&    et^B.^  ol 
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which  tliH  person  whose  death  is  meniioned  in  this  newspaper 
was  the  overseer.  I  am  not  prepared  to  eay  whether  it  was 
one  of  the  regular  meetings  of  the  o1ub,  or  an  accideotal 
gathering  of  Eome  who  were  connected  with  it  for  one  of 
thoee  seaiions  of  debauch  an-d  drunkenness  to  which  the 
planters  of  those  days  regularly  gave  themselreB  up  on 
,  Sundays  in  most  parts  of  the  country.  From  the  number 
assembled  I  should  think  it  was  the  former.  AfWr 
some  hours  spent  in  deep  potations  and  obscene  and  riotous 
orgies,  more  befitting  fiends  than  intelligent  and  accountable 
human  beings,  until  all  unhallowed  passions  became  rampant, 
the  person  who  had  been  chosen  to  preeide  over  the  drunken 
revet  called  upon  his  companions  to  fill  up  their  glasses  and 
drink  a  toast  which  he  would  propose  for  them.  This  done, 
he  proposed  the  toast — so  profane,  so  blasphemous,  and 
expressing  such  outrageous  defiance  of  God  that  I  shrink 
from  putting  it  down.  To  give  point  to  the  worJs  of 
blasphemy  and  express  defiance  of  the  Almighty  more 
emphatic  than  coold  be  enunciated  in  mere  language,  it  was 
suggested  that  each  of  them  should  hold  a  loaded  pistol  in 
his  hand  and  tire  it  otf  at  the  moment  of  drinking  the  toast. 
Mad  and  reckless  as  they  were  with  excess,  several  of  the 
debauchees  were  startled  and  stood  aghast  at  the  daring 
wickedness  of  the  proposal.  But  it  was  only  for  a  few  brief 
moments.  Then  all  were  agreed  except  one,  and  he  the 
overseer  of  the  plantation  on  which  they  were  assembled. 
Ifot  quite  so  hardened  in  wickedness  as  most  of  his  associates, 
he  refused  to  be  a  party  to  the  daring  profanity ;  and 
for  a  time  held  out  against  all  the  persuasion  and 
upbraidings  with  which  he  was  assailed.  It  was  only  when 
the  reckless  men  around  him  threatened  violence,  and  he 
stood  in  fear  of  his  life,  that  he  yielded  a  trembling  consent 
and  drank  the  toast.  Soon  after  they  separated.  And  that 
was  the  last  meeting  of  the  H«ll-fire  Club ;  for  within  a  few 
weeks  most  of  the  company  of  blasphemers  were  swept  awaj 
by  some  violent  death.  And  before  the  end  of  three  months 
every  one  was  gone  to  the  grave,  except  the  person  whose 
death,  is  now  recorded  in  the  newB'^apQ'ca,  Kud.  vW  was  the 


XHX   HBr.L-FIKE    CLUB. 


131 


one  that  refused  lor  a  while  to  join  in  the  hiasphemera'  toast. 
The  last  of  the  nine  was  the  mnn  who  acted  aB  president  on 
iba  occasion,  and  the  author  and  proposer  of  the  profane 
toast.  He  died  under  peculiar  circumstances,  and  in 
£Teat  agony,  which  occasioned  much  remark  at  the  time," 

I  here  interrupted  the  narrator  to  inquire  if  he  had  been 
personallj  acquainted  with  any  of  the  individuals  he  had 
ffcferred  to. 

"I  knew  the  persoD,"  he  aaid,  "nhosB  death  has  juet 
iaken  place,  and  with  tn'o  or  three  of  the  others  I  was 
slightly  acquainted;  but  I  waa  only  a  young  man  when  these 
circumstances  transpired,  and  1  heard  them  much  taliced  of 
at  the  time  they  took  place.  What  occurred  at  the  drinking 
party,  together  with  the  toast  and  the  firing  of  the  pistols, 
were  all  i-elated  to  me  by  the  individual  whose  death  ia 
mentioned  here.  In  consequence  of  three  of  the  parry 
meeting  with  sudden  dwath  during  the  very  next  week  after 
"they  had  so  daringly  defied  the  Almighty,  a  deep  impression 
was  made  upon  his  mind,  and  he  was  induced  to  epeak 
of  what  bad  oceui'red;  otherwise  the  whole  might  have 
passed  off  as  other  drunken  revels  had  done,  and  no  more 
been  said  or  thought  about  it.  He  became  a  difl'ereiit 
man    after  that,  and  went   to   na  more  Sunday   drinking 

I  espressed  a  desire  to  he  informed  if  the  three  persons 
slluded  to  all  met  their  death  at  the  same  tine. 

"  No,"  he  aaid.  "  One  of  them  wa?  an  overseer  on  a 
neighbouring  plantation,  and  was  crushed  hy  a  piece  of 
■timber  falling  upon  him.  This  took  place  the  day  follo*- 
ing  the  guilty  revel.  Ho  was  giving  directions  to  *omp 
workmen  who  were  raising  tlie  roof  of  a  new  building  on  thp 
«gtate,  when  a  beam  or  rafter  fell  and  struck  him,  iutlicting 
Buch  iujuricK  that  he  survived  only  a  few  minutes.  Tlia 
person  who  has  recently  died  happened  to  be  present  when 
the  aecideut  occurred.  And  it  is  not  aurpriaing  tliat 
saoh  an  event  following  immodintely  upon  th 
4uroaee  of  the  preceding  day,  wbiuh  was  charactemai  ^I'J 
jpoei  dcspt-rjta  wickedne&e,  should  make  a  Eerious  itn^teas 
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upon  Lis  mind ;  ecpeeially  when,  a  day  or  two  Iftter^ 
two  more  of  the  party  were  aUo  cut  otf.  They  were  retiHn-- 
ing  home  on  horseback  from  a  visit  to  one  of  tha  plants-- 
tions,  having  drunk  freely  with  the  overseer.  But  daringf 
the  time  they  were  occupied  in  the  eunvivialitieB  thit% 
generally  attended  such  visits,  heavy  rains  in  the  mouotaint 
had  brought  down  a.  flood  in  the  river  which  they  had  to- 
crosa  on  their  return  home ;  and,  as  it  was  dark,  they  were 
not  in  a  condition  to  observe  how  much  the  waters  were 
swollen.  They  attempted  to  ford  the  stream,  but  were- 
washed  from  their  horsea,  and  borne  away  to  the  sea  by  the 
fierce  torrent.  Their  bodies,  much  bruiaed  and  mangled  by 
being  dashed  against  the  mai-Bive  boulders  in  the  river- 
oourge,  were  found  cast  ashore  on  the  following  day,  in  a. 
condition  soaroely  to  be  identified," 

"  I>oyou  know,"  I  inquired,  "what  became  of  the  others  ?■ 
for  I  think  you  said  they  all  came  to  the  grave  within  ft 
abort  time  after  the  meeting  at  which  the  blasphemous- 
toast  was  proposed." 

"  It  is  some  years  now,"  he  said,  "  since  I  conversed  with- 
any  one  upon  the  subject,  and  the  particulara  are  not  so- 
distinct  in  my  mind  ud  they  were.  In  the  lapse  of  years,, 
name',  dates,  and  places  are  apt  to  get  confounded,  when- 
the  memory  alone  is  reliciT  upon  ;  but  the  main  facts  were- 
ol'  such  a  character  as  noS  ej.sily  to  be  forgotten,  though  I 
cannot  undertake  to  relate  them  in  the  exact  order  in  which 
they  occurred.  Very  shortly  after  the  two  were  drowned  in 
fording  the  river — I  think  it  was  the  following  week — a 
M-F.  M'P,,  who  was  one  of  the  drinking  party,  also  in  the 
plaoting  line,  wjji  riding-  a  young  horse  not  very  well 
broken  to  the  bit  and  saddle,  when  the  animal  took  fright 
at  tometbing  that  caught  bis  attention,  and  Etarted  off  at 
IviU  t^peed.  The  road  bcin^  rough  and  rocky,  the  horse 
fell,  throwing  his  rider  with  great  tiolenoe,  and  smashing  his 
head  sg!tini>t  some  stones  on  the  side  of  the  way.  He  was- 
killed  on  the  spot.  A  Mr.  G.  was,  about  the  same  time, 
killvd  by  Negoes,  in  revenge  for  injuries  he  had  inflicted  upon 
them.     At  leatt,  it  was  Eupjiosed  that  sotne  of  the  slaves  on 
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the  estate  of  wbich  he  was  overseer  were  the  murderers, 
though  the  real  culprits  caald  never  be  discovered.  He  waa 
very  aevere  and  cruel  in  his  management  of  the  property 
entrusted  to  his  care,  inflicting  frequent  and  heavy  punisli- 
mentB;  and  he  wrought  the  people  very  hard,  ho  that  gene- 
rally more  Negroes  died  off  where  he  was  overseer  than  on 
any  of  the  plantations  around,  lie  was  one  of  the  old 
-school  planters,  who  lived  in  the  time  of  the  slave  trade,  and 
thought  it  more  profitable  to  get  all  the  work  he  could  out 
of  the  African?,  and  supply  the  waste  by  purchasing  others 
iromthe  elave-ships,  than  to  treat  them  more  kindly,  and  allow 
the  slave  population  on  the  estat*  to  increase  in  the  natural 
way.  After  the  slave  trade  was  abolished  he  continued  the 
same  cruel  system  of  management ;  and  the  consequence  n 
that,  although  ho  made  large  crops,  yet  the  estatei  sufiei 
BO  much  in  his  hands  by  the  loss  of  slaves,  who  could  not 
now  be  replaced  as  before,  that  he  had  very  often  to  change 
hiB  Htuation.  He  had  a  Cerce  set  of  Negroes  to  deal  with 
on  the  estate  he  was  then  managing,  many  of  them  being  ot 
the  Garomantee  race  ;  and  few  persona  were  surprise  J,  though 
jnany  were  shocked,  ulion  it  became  known  that  he  had 
been  waylaid  by  a  party  of  Negroe?,  on  his  return  home  late 
at  night,  and  chopped  to  pieces.  His  Negro  boy  waa  with 
him,  riding  a  litile  distance  behind,  when  the  assassins,  all 
entirely  naked,  set  upon  the  unfortunate  man  in  the  dark. 
The  boy  fled  upon  his  mule,  no  attempt  being  made  to 
intercept  him,  and  lelt  his  master  to  his  fati^.  And  a 
dreadful  fats  it  waa ;  for  he  was  fmod  by  those  who  went 
in  search  of  him  hewed  in  fragments  with  cutlasses,  and 
those  who  did  it  kept  their  own  counsel  so  well  that  they 
were  never  discovered.  Another  of  those  who  joined  in  the 
toast  was  supposed  to  have  been  murdered.  He  was 
poisoned,  and  died  in  great  agony.  He  was  a  Mr.  S.,  in 
mercantile  life,  carrying  on  business  as  a  general  storekeepei'. 
He  had  cast  aside  a  Quadroon  woman  who  had  been  hin 
housekeeper  for  some  years,  and  was  the  mother  of  several 
of  his  children,  and  had  put  another  woman  in  her  ^Uce. 
^piocee^g  of  this  Aiiid  has  cost  majiy  a  mauliia  \\ieVtit\i\» 
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country.  Many  of  the  old  Africans  possessed  a  knowledge- 
of  poiaonoUB  plants  growing  within  the  tropica,  with  which 
scientific  men  were  not  acquainted ;  a  knowledge  oit«n 
turned  to  dangeroua  account  in  Obeab  practices,  and  some- 
times resorted  to  for  purposes  of  revenge.  It  is  very  pro- 
bable tbat  the  cast-ofF  mistress  found  some  means  of  reaching 
her  quondam  protector  with  one  of  these  powerful  vegetable 
poisons,  but  so  skilfully  and  eecretly  administered  tbat  no 
traces  could  be  discovered  of  the  agency  through  which  the 
deed  was  accomplished.  Another  of  the  party,  a  Mr.  L., 
shot  himself.  Such,  at  least,  was  the  conclusion  arrived  at 
concerning  his  case;  for  he  was  found  ahot  through  tlift 
head,  the  ball  having  paeaed  upward  through  his  mouthy 
scattering  the  brains  all  aroond.  lie  also  was  in  basiness- 
as  a  general  dealer,  and  bis  affiiirs  were  found  to  be  muDh 
involved  and  mixed  up  with  many  fraudulent  transactions. 
He  had  lived  a  wild,  profligate  life,  far  beyond  hia  means  j 
and,  having  got  hopelessly  involved  iu  debt  with  all  whoj 
would  trust  him,  be  settled  with  all  hia  creditors  at  once  by 
means  of  a  pistol-ball.  The  same  day  that  L.  shot  himself, 
a  Mr  T.,  an  intimate  friend  of  his,  was  killed  by  the  bursting 
of  a  guD.  Both  belonged  to  the  infidel  club,  and  both 
were  present  when  the  toast  was  proposed,  entering  very 
readily  into  the  proposal,  while  some  were  disposed  to  hang 
back.  T.  had  gone  out  with  Fome  friends  to  shoot  wild 
pigeons ;  and,  the  first  time  he  attempted  to  fire,  the  weapon 
he  carried  burst  into  fragments,  one  of  which  was  driven 
through  the  face  into  his  head,  inflicting  a  wound  which 
proved  mortal  in  a  few  hours.  Then  there  was  a  Mr.  B., 
overseer  of  an  estate,  who  met  his  death  in  going  home  from 
the  town.  He  was  a  hard  drinker,  and  frequently  went 
home  intoxicated  when  he  visited  the  tows.  On  this  occa- 
sion he  had  indulged  more  freely  than  usual,  and,  driving 
home  in  his  gig,  he  ran  the  wheel  of  bis  vehicle  upon  a 
hank,  by  which  it  was  bverturned :  and,  falling  upon  his 
head,  his  neck  was  dislocated,  and  he  died  upon  the  spot 
where  he  fell.  The  whole  of  these  casualties  occurred  withitt 
a  ver_y  few  weeks — not  more,  1  ^jbVwsb,  M^*q.  ^q'>»i  <it  ^"i*. 
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and  only  two  of  that  pTofane  party  were  leH:  alive — the  man      ^^^^ 
at  mbose  house  the  party  had  assemhied,  and  who  was  com'       ^^^| 
petled  by  his  drunken  companions,  under  threats  of  violence        ^^^ 
and  drath,  to  go  with  them  in  their  daring  act  of  profanity, 
and  the  person  who  occupied  the  chair  on  the  occasion,  and 
suggested  the  driniiog  of    the    toast.     What  effect  was         ^^_ 
ptodnced  upon  the  mind  of  the  la.tter  by  the  aad  fate  which       ^^H 
overtook  bis  companioUB  in  auch  rapid  succession,  I  cannot        ^^H 
tell.     Many  persons  who  had  become  acquainted  with  the        ^^H 
factarelatingtothatlast  meeting  of  the  Hell-Fire  Club,  and        ^^M 
the  blasphemous  orgies  that  attended  it,  looked  on  with        ^^H 
awe ;  for  they  regarded  theae  casualties  which  came  upon  the        ^^H 
company  of  blaaphemera  as  the  judgments  of  Almighty  God. 
And  this   feeling  was  terribly  strengthened  when,  a  few 
weeks  later,  they  saw  the  leader  in  the  act  by  which  God 
was  so  daringly  and  wickedly  deBed,  al^o  swept  away  Irom         ^^_ 
the  midst  of  the  living  by  a  very  horrible  death."  ^^H 

Hy  informant   then  proceeded  to  relate  the  particulars       ^^H 
connected  nith  the  death  of  this  individual,  which  were  of       ^^H 
such  a  ohnracter  as  not  to  admit  of  their  being  minutely 
stated  here.     While  on  a  journey,  he  received  injury  from 
the  incautious    use    of  a  poisonous    plant,  that  produced 
inflammation,    gangrene,    morti&catiou,  and    death.      The        ^^H 
death    scene    of  this    man    was    very  fearful.       To    the        ^^H 
excruciating  physical  torture  he  had  to  endure  were  added        ^^H 
the  terror  and  anguish  of  despair.     When  his  energies  were  ^^ 

prostrated  by  the  agonizing  pain  which  had  seized  upon 
him,  and  death  stared  him  in  the  face,  when  the  world  for 
which  alone  be  had  lived  was  fading  away,  and  the  dread  ^^_ 

realities  of  the  eternal  world  were  sU  around  him, — then  how        ^^H 
eagerly  would  he  have  turned  to  the  Blessed  Oae  whom  he        ^^H 
had  in  wanton  wickedness  blasphemed  and  de5ed  <     But  he        ^^| 
could  not  pray.     He  dared  not  hope  that  God  would  hear 
him  now ;  and  he  howled,  and  raved,  and  blasphemed  God 
in  his  deUrium,  until  nature  was  exitaustcd,  and  life  failed, 
and  the  wretched  soul  of  the  blasphemer  passed  beyond  the 
veil  to  appear  before  its  Maker. 

"I  never  beard,"  wy  infurmnat  said,  in  repljto  a  t^ofiii^fni 
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of  wine  upon  the  subject,  "  that  any  other  meeting  of  the 
infidel  club  mas  held  aftemaids.  I  believe  some  who 
once  belonged  to  it  stiU  survive  ;  but  thesn  judsmeotB  of  the 
Almighty  broke  vp  the  unholy  associatiou,  and  it  became 
extinct.  Those  who  had  formed  part  of  the  sceptic  league 
were  too  much  horrified  to  have  anything  more  to  do  with  a 
fraternity  againet  which  the  hand  of  the  Lord  had  been  so 
manife^tlj  lifted  up.  Not  a  few  who  had  made  a  boast  of 
infidelity  were  silenced,  if  not  cured  of  their  scepticism. 
This  was  the  case  with  the  individual  who  is  so  recently 
deceased.  He  was  greatly  alarmed  by  tbefate  of  bi^aaaociatea 
in  wicliedntss,  and  I  believe  he  repented.  If  ever  a  man 
prayed  earnestly  for  pardon,  I  believe  he  did ;  and  he  became 
a  changed  man." 

"I  think,"  I  replied,  "that  the  fact  of  his  life  having 
been  lengthened  out  for  so  many  years  after  his  associates 
were  taken  away  may  be  jostly  regarded  aa  an  indication 
thathedidr.ot  pray  in  vain.  When  David,  through  Nathan's 
rebuke,  was  turned  to  God  again,  and  made  the  acknow- 
ledgment, '  I  have  sinned,'  the  prophet  wa-i  commissioned  to 
say, '  The  Lord  also  bath  put  away  thy  sin.'  Hib  conscience 
appears  to  have  been  less  hardened  than  theirfi,  sa  he  was 
only  induced  to  join  them  in  their  excess  of  wickedness 
under  preraure ;  and  it  was  in  consequence  of  his  being 
wrought  upon  hy  the  Etiddcn  death  of  some  of  his  associatea 
that  the  facts  were  brought  to  light.  Otherwise,  we  should 
never  have  known  the  full  extent  of  the  depravity  and 
blasphemy  which  characteriaed  that  club  of  infidel  opposera 
of  the  truth,  or  the  judgments  that  swept  them  from  the 
earth.  If  he  had  not  made  known  what  took  place  at  that 
last  meeting,  when  God  was  so  profanely  set  at  nought,  the 
destruction  that  came  bo  rapidly  upon  the  olfenders  would 
have  been  looked  upon  merely  as  the  ordinary  casualties  of 
colonial  life.  My  mind  has  been  deeply  impressed  with  the 
occurrenees  of  the  last  few  years  in  the  breaking  up  of  the 
Colonial  Church  Union,  which  was  a  conspiracy  against 
God  and  His  truth,  and  the  judgments  that  fell  upon  bo 
jDiiDy  of  the  chapel  destroyers,  moat  o?  vitoiQ  \w.Na  oonva  to 
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■a  violent  and  untimely  end.  I  had  heard  of  this  *  Hell-Pire 
'Club,'  and  sometimes  have  seen  a  reference  made  to  it  by 
newspaper  correspondents;  but  I  never  could  succeed  in 
gaining  any  knowledge  of  its  history  until  now.  Nor  was  I 
aware  that  it  originated  in  the  persecutions  to  which  mis- 
sionaries were  subjected  at  Morant  Bay,  many  years  ago. 
When  I  was  at  Morant  Bay,  a  little  while  since,  I  visited  the 
dungeop  in  which  the  missionaries  were  imprisoned.  The 
whole  history  is  very  instructive,  and  exhibits  an  impressive 
comment  upon  the  words  of  the  Psalmist  concerning  those 
who  league  themselves  together  in  opposition  to  the  cause  of 
Christ :  *  Thou  shalt  break  them  with  a  rod  of  iron.  Thou 
shalt  dash  them  in  pieces  like  a  potter's  vessel.  Kiss  the 
Son,  lest  He  be  angry,  and  ye  perish  from  the  way  when  His 
wrath  is  kindled  but  a  little.'  The  first  part  of  the  quo- 
tation receives  illustration  from  the  fate  which  befell  the 
clique  of  blasphemers ;  the  latter  from  the  sparing  mercy 
exercised  toward  him  who  repented  and  humbled  himself 
before  God." 


I ' 


Till. 
THE  BLACKSMITH'S  WEDDING. 

Tbebk  IB  a  Power 
Uaeeeii,  that  rules  the  illimitable  norld. 
That  guides  its  mot'DQS,  irom  the  brightest  bUt 
To  the  least  dust  ot  tbis  Biu-tainted  mould ; 
While  man.  vho  madly  deems  Mmseif  the  lorJ 
Of  all,  is  nought  bat  vealmeES  and  dependence. 

Thombos. 
MPOETiNT  iMuea  sometimea  proceed  from  very  insig- 
niGcant  circumstances,  and  grand  resulta  from  uo- 
promising  beginninga.  It  waa  in  those  days  when 
slavery  spread  its  gloomy  shadow  over  the  Icuid,  that  a 
missionary,  residing  aeax  the  western  extremity  of  Jamaica, 
was  crossing  the  island  from  a  southern  town  to  the  capital 
of  the  country  situated  on  the  northern  shore.  He  was  on 
horseback,  and  not  very  superbly  mounted  for  the  long  and 
fatiguing  ride  which  he  had  undertaken.  The  early  part  of 
his  journey  lay  for  some  miles  across  a  wide-atretching 
savannah,  where  the  roads  are  constructed  with  logs  of 
lignum-vitt'e  and  logwood,  laid  across,  and  covered  over  with 
mud  thrown  up  from  either  side.  This,  when  hardened  and 
baked  in  the  burning  rays  of  the  tropical  sun,  makes,  in  the 
dry  weather,  a  tolerably  good  pathway  for  horses  and  vehiclea. 
But  in  the  long  rainy  seasons  it  becomes  an  extended 
quagmire  impassable  to  vehiclefi  of  any  description,  and 
through  which  the  traveller  on  horseback  ha^  to  pick  his 
way  with  the  utmost  care,  to  avoid  the  danger  of  breaking 
the  legs  of  his  horse  through  his  stepping  into  somo  of  the 
deep  holes  with  which  the  road  abounds  ;  and  which  are  all 
the  more  perilous  as,  being  filled  with  water  by  the  daUi 
rains,  their  depth  cannot  be  very  readily  discerned. 
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Threading  his  way  slotvly  and  carefully  for  more  tba.n  two 
lioura  along  this  difficult  road,  and  of'.ea  sinking  nearly  to 
the  girths  in  tbe  treacherous  ground,  rrom  which  the  poor 
animal  could  extricate  itself  only  by  a  deaperata  plunge,  the 
traveller  arrived  at  the  loot  of  the  mountains,  bespattered  to 
the  shoulders  with  the  mud  through  which  for  aeven  weary 
miles  he  had  been  urging  his  toilsome  way.  Here  the  road, 
though  still  rough,  became  more  solid  and  pleasant  to  travel, 
tending  upward  along  the  rocliy  mountain  aide  ;  its  windings 
opening  up  to  view  beautiful  valleys  overspread  with  villages, 
and  abounding  with  the  lusuriant  vegetation  of  the  tropica. 
Numerous  cottage  gardens  lay  spread  over  the  vale,  or 
occupied  the  slopes  of  the  hills  ;  all  of  them  filled  with 
Iruit  trees  of  different  kinds ;  the  cocoa-nut,  the  plantain  and 
banana,  the  star-apple,  and  all  the  varieties  of  the  orange, 
grape  fruit,  lime  and  shaddock,  exhibiting  their  rich  and 
tempting  burdens,  and  discovering  the  inexhaustible  richness 
of  a  land  which,  but  for  the  vi-cea  and  cruelties  of  man, 
might  he  an  earthly  paradise.  Slowly  he  pursues  his  way  ; 
for  he  compassionates  the  poor  beast  whose  powers,  hj  no 
means  esuberant,  have  been  largely  exhausted  in  bearing 
him  tjirough  the  heavy  roads  that  cost  him  eo  much 
time  and  toil  to  traverse.  And  he  does  not  forget  that  the 
path  before  him,  for  some  miles,  is  a  steep  ascent,  leading 
over  the  range  of  hills  and  mountains  which  form  the  great 
baclc-hone  ol  the  island.  The  sun,  now  high  in  the  firmament, 
pours  down  a  full  tide  of  heat;  and  it  ia  with  a  feeling  of 
grateful  relief  that,  alter  climbing  tlie  rugged  path  for  several 
miles,  he  enters  an  avenue  formed  by  tlie  plume-like  hranchee 
of  the  bamboo.  These,  springing  up  Irom  either  aide  of  the 
road  m  luxuriant  growth,  and  meeting  above  at  a  height  of 
twelve  or  fifteen  yards,  form  an  umbrageous  areh  almost 
impervious  to  the  raya  of  the  sun,  delicioualy  cool  and 
grateful,  conveying  to  the  mind  of  the  wearied,  sun-scorched 
traveller  a  pleasant  sense  of  the  meaning  of  the  Scripture 
laetaphor, — "the  shadow  of  a  great  rook  in  a  weary  land." 

From  this  delightful  shade,  wliich  extends  ov«t  ee^eie^ 
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miles,  be  emei^es  high  up  araong  the  hills,  to  feal  again  the 
full  force  of  the  hrilliant  tropical  beat,  througli  which  be 
vinds  his  way  until  he  has  aecomplii-hed  the  most  fatiguing 
half  of  hi3  journey.  Four  hours'  toil  has  pretty  well  tt- 
hausted  hoth  man  and  beast ;  and  he  feeb  desirous  of  taming 
into  one  of  the  habitations  near  the  road  to  obtain  a  little 
rest  and  shelter.  His  pith  iiow  lies  through  a  country 
divided  into  large  cattle  farms,  called  pens,  with  their  retinoe 
of  OTerseerB,  book-keepers,  driverd,  and  slaves.  At  any  of 
tbeie,  he  is  well  aware,  he  could  call  and  obtain  refreshment 
both  for  himself  aiid  his  hor^e;  for  the  hospitn'itj  of  the 
Jamaica  planttra  is  proverbial.  And  although  the  planters 
Almost  nniveri^ally  look  with  an  unfriendly  eye  upoa  mis- 
sionaries, yet  even  frora  them  would  not  be  withheld,  at 
any  of  the  plantations,  the  hospitality  which  it  is  the  custom 
freely  to  accord  to  all  trivelUrs  who  may  request  it.  Bat 
he  prefers  to  seek  tlie  rest  he  needs  at  some  more  loivly 
habitation.  He  has  an  indistinct  reeoUectian  of  an  old 
house  situated  near  the  road-side,  from  whence  he  heard 
the  music  of  the  anvil  when  he  passed  that  way  before  ;  and 
jn  due  time  the  gateway  with  ite  shattered  pillars  in  frant 
of  the  blucksmith'^  shop  gladdens  hi  j  sight,  and  holds  out  the 
jiromise  of  at  lea^t  an  hour  or  two's  repose. 

Riding  up  to  the  foot  of  the  rickety  wooden  pteps 
which  lead  up,  in  front  of  the  smithy,  to  the  blacksmith's 
house  above,  he  addresses  himself  to  a  good-looking  coluured 
■woman,  whose  age  may  approach  thirty  j'ears,  and 
whose  conipleiion  indicates  more  of  European  tlian  AfVicau 
blood  flowing  in  her  veins.  He  soon  ascertuinB  that  he  will 
be  quite  welcome  to  alight  and  rest  himself  there,  and  that 
there  will  be  no  difHcultj  iu  obtaining  a  bundle  of  Guinea 
grass  for  his  horse  and  refreshment  f  jr  himself.  Dismounting, 
he  commits  the  weary  stted  to  the  care  of  a  lad  some  nine 
or  ten  years  of  ngi.',  the  son  of  his  coloured  hostess,  who 
undertakes  to  rub  him  down  and  sujjply  him  with  grass  and 
water ;  and  then  the  traveUer,  after  exchanging  a  word  or 
-two  of  greeting  with  tho  blacksmith  himself,  of  whose  sooty 
vhaje  he  has  caught  a  glimpse  in  a^proac^im^  "i-W  i,'HiiSi\'Q^, 
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'nda  tlie  stairs.  Through  a  small  piazzs,  or  gallery,  he 
enters  the  house,  receiving  a  pulito  welcome  from  the  woman, 
and  a  broad  earnest  stare  from  two  or  three  little  urehins, 
who  cling  to  their  mother,  each  clad  in  a  long  loose  single 
garment,  calculated  rathi.T  to  aiford  cool  comforC  in  a  tropical 
climate,  than  to  mett  Uia  requirements  of  more  rrfiued 
eociety. 

The  lower  part  of  the  hnilding,  which  is  the  hkcksmith's 
worksihop,  is  a  strong  stone  erection  ;  hut  the  upper  story  is 
of  wood,  upon  which  time  is  doing  its  work,  and  reducing  it 
rapidly  to  aatate  of  considerable  dilapidation.  Havingdepo- 
iited  himself  upon  a  broad  wooden  settle,  which  does  duty  as  a. 
sofa,  his  valisB  serving  the  purpose  of  a  pillow,  the  wearied 
traveller  reclines  there  very  comfortably ;  while  his  guod- 
homoured  hostess,  with  bustling,  cheerful  activity,  addresses 
herself  to  the  task  of  getting  brenkfaet  for  the  stranger. 
A  fowl,  caught  by  one  of  the  youngster?,  and  hastily  deca- 
pitated, plucked,  and  dismembered,  is,  in  a  short  time,  hiss- 
ing and  sputtering  in'  the  rryiTig:-pan.  And,  in  due  time, 
with  a  good  supply  of  freeh  egga  aud  coffee,  and  flowery 
jams  and  cocoas,  (the  tanniers  of  some  of  the  We^t  India 
colonies,)  a  breakfast  is  served  up  EulHcient  to  satisfy  the 
keen  hunger  of  the  unespected  giieat ;  the  nice,  clean  table- 
cloth, and  the  well  polished,  thciuo;h  very  common,  plates.  ' 
serving  to  give  zest  to  the  welcome  meal. 

While  oooupied  in  diaousBing  and  enjoying  the  palatable 
viands,  his  smiling  hostess,  who  has  recognised  in  him  one 
of  the  missionary  preachers  she  has  two  or  three  times,  with 
others  from  the  surroundmg  neighbourhood,  travelled  half  a 
d'-zen  leagues  to  hear,  stands  by  to  render  whatever  service 
her  gue^t  may  require ;  and  he  entera  into  conversation  with 
her.  From  her  he  learns  that  amongst  the  slaves  belonging  to 
the  pens  and  plantations  all  around  there  are  many  who  are 
in  the  habit  of  going  to  the  Bay,  same  eighteen  miles  distant, 
whenever  they  can  get  an  opportunity  of  doing  so,  to  attend 
the  missionary  setvioes  and  htar  the  word  of  life.  It  is  but 
seldom  they  can  undertake  the  journey,  owing  to  the  fiia- 
tsBce  and  the  little  time  that  is  allowed  tliem  to  VbXjoui  ioi 
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tbeniKlvea,— only  one  Sabbafh  in  a  fortnight.     But,  abore 
all,  thej  are  bindered  bf  the  persecuting  violence  of  the 
planters,  who  are  sternly  opposed  to  the  misBionary  teaching^ 
of  the  slaves,  and  freely  uiie  tbe  cat  and  the  cart-whip  ( 
curb  and  keep  down  the  religioiu  teodenciee  of  tbe  [ 
Negro  people  under  their  cure. 

His  heurt  burDB  ivithin  him  as  the  wan ao,  with  etron 
feelbgs  of  Bympathy,  tella  of  the  cruel  floggings  many  9 
the  eUvea  have  bei-n  eubjfcted  to  after  going  to  the  J 
chitpel  on  the  Suiiday,  and  tbe  revolting  punishments  t' 
followed  the  breaking  in  of  the  planters  upon  the  meet- 
ings for  prayer  wbieli  fome  of  them  have  ventmed  to  hold 
in  their  own  houses  when  the  loila  of  the  day  were  over. 
With  the  tears  moistening  her  cheeks  she  speaks  especially 
of  one  poor  fellow  on  the  aHjoining  estate,  the  huildinge  of 
which  are  distinctly  visible  from  the  room  in  whieh  they  are 
sitting,  as  having  been  fi  arfully  cut  up  hy  a  truculent,  brutal 
overseer,  who  swears  that  he  wiil  flog  the  religion  out  of  bim 
if  be  cuts  bitn  to  pieces  ia  doing  so.  But  the  heartless 
tyrant  is  bsffled  by  the  firm,  steady  endurance  of  the  poor 
slave,  who  tells  him,  as  the  hlood  I'treams  from  bis  lacerated 
back  and  shoulders,  "  Busha  may  kill  me,  but  me  cannot  gib 
up  praying."  Many  a  time  ha?  he  been  made  fast  in  tha 
bilboes,  during  the  whole  of  Saturday  night  and  Sunday,  to 
keep  him  from  going  to  the  Bay.  Bat  the  very  ncit  oppor- 
tunity he  has,  away  he  trudges  through  the  night  on  bis 
eighteen  miles'  journey,  with  as  many  as  be  can  prevail  upon 
to  accompany  him,  that  he  may  be  at  the  early  morning 
service,  held  at  that  hour  (sii  o'clock)  for  the  special  benefit 
of  the  slaves  dwelling  far  away,  Kemaining  to  the  second 
service,  in  the  forenoon,  he  then  returns  home,  looking  foi' 
the  flogging  with  the  horrible  cart-whip  which  he  is  sure  to 
receive  oa  the  following  morning.  From  the  conversation 
of  his  hostess  the  traveller  can  gather  that  all  this  persecu- 
tion, on  the  part  of  the  planters,  has  had  the  effect  of 
awakening  a  widespread  feeling  of  sympathy  amongst  the- . 
elaves  for  miles  around,  and  created  a  powerful  interest  ytiik 
mvij  in  the  iniBsiouaricB  imi  t\\eu  teac\v\Q%a  \  «i  X-'aaS.  l^ 
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people,  whenever  thej  con  do  to,  flock  in  crowds  to  the  early 
Sabbath  morniag  services.  It  ia  not  diflicutt  to  distMiTer 
irom  the  woman's  tones  and  manner  that  a  lively  interest  in 
the  sufieringa  of  the  religious  Elaves,  and  in  the  teaching  of 
the  missionaries,  has  been  awakened  in  her  own  breast. 

Turning  the  conversation  upon  her  own  religions  condition 
And  prospects,  he  learns  that  she  has  never  lived  within 
sound  of  a  religious  teacher's  voice ;  never  heard  of  Christ 
ontil  she  went  to  hear  the  missionaries  within  the  last  two 
or  three  years ;  and  that,  ever  since,  she  has  thought  and 
felt  much  about  God  and  her  soul.  No  one  ever  taught 
her  to  pray  ;  hut  she  has  sometimes  tried  to  call  npon  God, 
just  as  she  has  heard  some  of  the  praying  slaves  when,  on  two 
or  three  occasions,  she  attended  their  nocturnal  meetings. 
Her  mother  lived  with  the  owner  of  the  estate  clo^  at 
band,  nho  made  her  free,  that  her  children  might  also 
be  free ;  and  he  built  for  the  mother  the  house  whose  roof 
now  covered  tfaem.  When  her  n^other  died,  she,  the  ooly 
child,  inherited  a  life  interest  in  the  dwelling  and  the  enclosed 
piece  of  land  which  surrounded  it.  The  present  possessor  of 
the  estate  bad  endeavoured  to  deprive  her  of  her  little  pos- 
fesaion ;  but  in  vain,  as  her  life-interest  in  the  property 
was  clearly  secured.  At  her  death  it  would  revert  to  the 
estate. 

In  the  course  of  this  conversation,  which  continued  long 
after  the  breakfast  was  over,  the  missionary  discovered  that 
no  religious  or  legal  ceremony  had  sanctioned  her  union  with 
the  blacksmith  ;  and  that  it  was  only  since  she  had  heard  of 
the  marriages  performed  by  the  miaaionaries  amongst  the 
slaves  on  the  plantations  around  that  she  bad  felt  any  mis- 
givings about  her  own  union  with  the  father  of  her  children 
and  the  propriety  of  her  present  mode  of  life.  Further 
discourse  on  this  subject  threw  light  upon  the  woman's  mind, 
and  showed  her  that  something  was  wonting  to  render  the 
union  valid  and  complete ;  and  she  at  once  expressed  her 
wish  to  he  married,  if  it  could  be  done,  as  she  desired  above 
all  things  to  lead  a  holy  life  and  go  to  heaven.  Aaaaiei  t\is.^ 
there  was  notbiog  to  prevent  the  marriage  taking  pAace,  ftVe 
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then  inquired  haw  and  wLen  it  could  be  done.  The  iidl> 
sionary,  who  wba  aware  that  dq  taw  relating  to  marrtaga  hid 
ever  been  plact'd  on  the  statute  book  of  the  colony,  vhen 
unbounded  licentiousness  v/aa  the  rule,  and  marriage  a  veij 
occasional  occurrence,  and  that  therefore  no  legal  reBtrictioni 
etood  in  the  n-ay,  told  her  that  she  and  the  h!aL-kstnith  might 
he  maiTied  whenever  they  chose,  and  there  was  no  reason 
why  the  matrimonial  bond  should  not  be  entered  into  before 
he  took  his  departure,  if  both  the  parties  were  agreed. 

No  time  better  than  the  preaent,  the  woman  thought,  and 
she  promptly  disappeared  to  consult  the  gentleman  in  the 
smithy.  The  ringing  sound  of  the  anvil  suddenly  ceases, 
and  up  through  the  single  boards,  which  form  at  once  the 
floor  above  and  the  ceiling  beneath,  is  heard  the  female  voice 
setting  forth,  in  eloquent  strains,  the  evils  of  a  course  of  life 
which  God  hath  not  bleesed,  and  urging  the  propriety  of 
doing  away  the  reproach  by  an  immediate  ntarriage, 
which  "the  parson"  upstairs  is  ready  to  perform.  The- 
blaokamith,  a  quiet,  taciturn,  industrious  artisan,  is  of  a 
similar  complexion  to  tha.t  of  the  lady ;  and,  like  her,  fise 
from  the  trammels  of  slavery.  He  sees  no  objection  tb>t 
can  he  urged  to  the  proposal  of  an  immeijiate  marriage  ;  and 
quickly  yields  himself  up  to  do  whatever  may  be  required  of 
him  in  the  matter,  under  the  direction  of  his  more  active  and 
able  partner. 

He  is  instrueted  to  leave  his  work,  and  auhroit  himself  to 
a  cleansing  process,  which  is  hy  no  means  euperfluouB,  &nd 
get  into  a  clean  suit  of  clothes,  while  she  attends  to  anch 
other  arrangements  as  may  he  requisite. 

After  a  short  consultation  with  the  missionary  the 
woman  departs  to  obtain  two  friends  to  he  present  on  the 
auspicious  occasion,  and  also  to  secure  the  loan  of  a  prayer- 
book, — the  Morning  Service,  abridged  from  the  Book  of 
Common  Prayer,  which  is  in  use  by  the  missionaries.  James 
M.  the  slave  so  often  flogged  and  punished,  she  knows  has 
both  hymn-book  and  prayer-book,  as  well  as  a  Bible,  for  he  haa 
shown  them  to  her  ;  andasheis  now  laid  up  from  a  "  terrible 
beating  "  received  only  a  day  or  two  ago,  aV*  c 
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borrow  tbe  book  from  him.  In  the  conrse  of  an  hour  or  so 
she  returns  with  the  book,  and  intimates  that  the  friends  she 
went  for  will  soon  be  on  the  spot.  By  the  time  she  his 
donned  the  clean,  humble  suit,  in  which  she  appears  a  good- 
loofcmg  buiom  Quadroon,  the  invited  guests  make  their 
appearance  in  holiday  trim.  Meanwhile  the  blacksmith  ba? 
got  rid  of  all  traces  of  his  smoky  trade  from  his  hands  and 
face,  and  presents  himself  in  a  coarse  linen  suit  of  snowy 
whiteness,  the  getting  up  of  which  does  credit  to  the  woman's 
akill  as  a  laundress  ;  all  ready  to  play  the  part  of  bride- 
groom in  the  epremony  bo  unexpectedly  improvised. 
In  a  short  time  the  mutual  vow  has  been  exchanged,  the 
hymeneal  benediction  pronounced,  and  the  parties  declared  to 
be  man  and  wife.  The  marriage  certificate  is  made  out, 
duly  attested  by  tlie  witnesses  as  well  as  the  officiatinif 
minister,  who  gives  the  married  pair  to  understand  that  on  his 
return  home  tiie  marriaga  wi)l  he  duly  recorded  in  the 
marri^e  register,  kept  at  the  mission  chapel  at  tlie  Bay. 

The  incidents  we  have  related  are  linked  with  important 
reBQlts,  affecting  the  unchanging  destinies  of  many  souls  all 
around  that  neighbourhood.  The  missionary  declines  the 
urgent  invitation  of  tbe  bride  to  stay,  and  get  some  dinner, 
before  he  continues  his  journey.  With  smiling  satisfaction 
at  the  unanticipated  events  of  the  day,  she  offdjs  to  get 
dinner  ready  with  all  possible  espedition,  that  he  may  nob 
be  unduly  detained.  This,  however,  he  is  under  the  neces- 
sity of  declining,  as  the  day  is  now  far  advanced,  and  half 
his  journey- — the  least  laborious  half,  as  it  is  chiefly  down 
hill — yet  remains  to  be  accomplished.  Neither  host  nor 
hostess  will  listen  to  any  offer  of  remuneration  for  the  sub- 
stantial  breakfast  provided  for  him ;  and  both  warmly  invita 
the  missionary,  when  he  returns,  and  whenever  he  passe 
that  way,  to  make  the  house  his  resting-place. 

As  the  missionary  looks  abroad  from  the  house,  the  scene 
spread  before  his  eye  all  around  is  one  of  enchanting 
loveliness.  For  miles  in  all  directions  stretch  the  "  pens,"  or 
large  cattle  farms,  forming'  an  important  part  o{  Vaa  '^o- 
r  estaieg   of  Jamaios,    where    are  bred  fha    &.oa 
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homed  cattle,  horses,  and  mules,  required  for  caiTTii^ 
on  the  cuUivatioa  and  manufacture  of  the  sugar  plauW 
tions.  Large  fields  of  luxuriant  Guinea  grass  growing 
ten  or  twelve  feet  high;  wide- spreading  pasture  fields  of 
oommoa  grass  all  enclosed  by  atone  walls,  and  thickl; 
studded  with  clumpa  of  cedar  or  broad  leaf,  and  orau^ 
trees,  to  aSord  shelter  to  the  cattle  from  the  troptoal  amii 
present  themselves  to  his  admiring  gaze.  The  white 
buildings  of  these  numerous  properties,  with  the  clustered 
huts  of  the  slaves,  surrounded  by  innumerable  cocoa-nut  and 
other  fruit  treea,  give  variety  and  beauty  to  the  landscape. 
Here  and  there  the  eye  rests  upon  some  giant  ceiba  or  silk- 
cotton  tree,  whose  immense  but  symmetrical  trunk  shoots  up 
branchless  to  a  height  of  seventy  or  eighty  feet  from  the 
midst  of  ten  or  a  dozen  stupendous  buttresses,  and  then 
throws  abroad  its  wide  spreading  arms  clothed  with  dense 
foliage,  covering  with  its  ample  shade  almost  half  an 
acre  of  ground.  The  landscape  is  enchanting  in  its  park- 
like  scenery  and  perennial  verdure.  But  the  soul  of  tho  mia- 
aionary  ia  stirred  within  him,  as  he  thinks  upon  the  fact, 
that  amongst  the  many  thousands  who  live  within  the  range 
of  hie  vision  the  Maker  of  all  this  beauty  and  grandeur  is 
scarcely  known,  and  that  the  twofold  curse  of  slavery  and 
persecution  rests  upon  the  few  who  care  for  their  own  souls, 
and  dare  to  call  upon  His  name. 

Suddenly  the  thought  occurs  to  him,  Whence  comes  ttie 
suggestion  ?  May  not  the  strange  marriage  which  baa  just 
taken  place  prepare  the  way  for  bringing  the  Gospel  of  Christ 
to  this  dark  neighbourhood  ?  The  land  all  around,  for  miles, 
is  included  in  the  large  properties  whose  managers,  as  one 
man,  are  combined  to  oppose  the  Christian  instruction  of  the 
slaves.  But  would  it  not  be  practicable,  if  the  newly 
married  pair  will  consent  to  brave  the  reproach  and  opposi- 
tion  that  are  sure  to  follow,  to  have  religious  services  on 
the  land  placed,  for  the  term  of  the  woman's  life, 
beyond  the  control  of  the  proprietor  and  authorities  of  the 
estate  of  which  it  has  been,  and  is  again  at  her  death  to  be, 
M part?  TunuDg  to  the  woman, ^a  mapxtea,"^  AiB'Boxi.ft.iiiA 
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lika  to  Lave  toisBiocary  aervices  brought  to  the  neighbonr- 
bood;  for  tberc  are  none  within  eighteen  mileB.  Her  face 
bucomea  radiant  witb  joy  at  the  thought;  and  when  the 
miasionary  Buggeata  that  their  own  preraiaea  may  serve  for 
the  purpose,  both  husband  and  wifti  yield  a  cheerful  and 
joyous  aasent.  The  traveller  then  joyfully  resumea  his 
journey,  cheered  by  tho  persuasion  that  the  Lord  baa 
lUrected  his  footatepa  in  a  way  that  will  lead  to  t  be  enlargement 
of  the  work  he  has  at  heart,  and  the  salvatiou  of  many  souls. 
The  tidings  are  soon  sprea^d  abroad  that  the  misBionary  is 
'Coming  to  preach  at  the  blackemitb'a  shop  at  Bumble. 
Hundreda  all  around  are  gladdened  by  the  intelligence  ;  most 
of  all  the  slaves,  wbo  have  found  it  so  difficult  to  get  to  the 
Bay,  in  order  that  they  might  bear  about  Jesus  Cbri&t  and 
the  way  to  heaven.  Upon  some  others  the  effect  ia  difierBnt, 
The  planters  all  around  are  resolved  if  possible  to  present  the 
invasion  of  their  locality  by  misBionaries ;  and,  one  after 
another  goes  to  the  blacksmith,  some  persuading,  others 
threatening  him  with  the  Iobh  of  custom,  and  even  holding 
out  threats  of  a  darker  kind.  Were  it  not  for  bis  wife  it  ia 
possible  be  might  give  way  to  the  urgent  remonstrances 
addressed  to  him ;  tor  he  as  yet  baa  felt  but  little  concern 
about  religion  and  bis  hduI.  Bat  she  remains  immovable: 
since  that  miBsionai-y's  visit  which  led  to  her  marriage,  she 
has  felt  concerning  God  and  her  soul's  deatiny  as  she  never 
did  before,  She  has  been  conversing  with  some  of  the 
praying,  converted  slaves,  and  her  mind  ia  made  up  to  seek 
religion  and  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come.  She  comes  to  the 
pesoue,  standing  by  her  husband's  aide  and  vindicating  their 
right  to  do  as  they  please  with  the  property,  and  to  devote 
it  to  such  uses  as  they  see  6t  during  her  life-time. 

The  appointed  Sabbath  arrives,  and  the  missionary  is 
there,  having  gone  thither  on  the  preceding  evening,  to  be 
ready  for  an  early  morning  service,  A  small  roum,  just 
large  enough  to  contain  a  bedstead,  table,  and  cbair,  hai 
been  set  apart  as  a  prophet's  chamber.  The  bed  linen  is 
coarse,  but  clean  and  comfortable ;  and  there  the  mmaVw  » 
'  find  aecommodation    wbenevur  he    cornea  to    \'m^  ft^a 
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neighbourhood.  Late  at  night  numerous  vUitora  arrive  to 
"the  parsoD,"  all  of  whom  are  sliiTeB  from  the  surround 
iag  properties ;  and  most  ei.travagant  are  their  demonstrfr' 
tions  of  joy  that  the  Gospel  is  to  be  brought  into  the  midat 
,  of  their  own  homes.  It  ia  in  the  smithy  that  tha  services 
are  to  be  held,  and  many  sturdy  handa  set  to  work  to  pre- 
pare the  place  for  the  occasion.  It  ia  a,  labour  of  love< 
CartwbeeU,  and  old  iron,  and  the  implements  of  the  black- 
smith's trade,  are  all  carried  oatsida  the  buildings.  The 
ashes  are  cleared  away  from  the  forge,  and  the  rough  floor 
swept  elean ;  and  it  is  hut  little  short  of  midnight  when  tha 
preparations  are  completed.  Whea  the  cheerful  workers 
thoir  departure,  they  leave  behind  them  an  ample 
supply  of  fowls,  eggs,  vegetables,  and  frait,  which  they  have 
brought  to  contribute  to  the  missionary's  entertainment. 

Daylight  has  scareely  dawned  when  {he  missionary  ia 
aroused  by  voices  underneath,  and  discovers  that  the 
psoplo   are    beginning  to    assemble    for   the  early   service, 

ring  through   the  jalousie  windoiv  which   admits   both 
U^ht  aud  air  to  his  room,  he  can  see  through  the  grey 

I     numtrouB     parties     crossing     the     pastures     &om 

)us  directions.     All  are  clothed  in  the  coarse  blue  cloth 
gHrments  which  they  receive  yearly  from  their  owners,  and 

h  the  keen  mountain  air  at  such  an  early  hour  of  the 
day,  and  the  heavy  dew  resting  upon  every  thing  with- 
out, render  necessary  to  these  denizens  of  a  sunny  clime. 
Men,  women,  and  children  a^s  flocking  to  the  place,  most 
of  them  bearing  coarse  woti<ii;n  chairs  or  Fmall  hunches  For 
their  own  accommodation  aC  the  place  of  prayer.  By  the 
time  the  sun  is  showing  himself  in  a  full  blaze  of  glcry  in 
the  cast,  the  miseiunary  has  descended  from  his  chamber  to 
commeLce  the  worship  of  God,  Every  corner  of  the  black- 
smith's ehop  is  crowi'cd  ;  Ifcllows,  sloping  chimney,  and 
forge,  all  occupied  by  children,  whose  aouty  complesioa 
seems  to  harmonize  wt^ll  with  the  position  they  occupy,  and 
who  gaze  with  ailent  amazemeiit  upon  the  straiige  scene,  never 
lacing  bufore  looktd  upon  an  aseembly  gathered  to  hear 
I  the  preaching  of  Ood'e    tra'.h.     Ml  atoMni  yae  ^ivuldia^ 
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there  is  a  crowd;  for  the  shop  containB  not  more  than  a 
fourth  of  the  congregatioa ;  and  there  are  five  or  six 
hundred  persona  assembled.  A  short  aervice  of  about  an 
hour's  duratioa  closes  with  the  hearty  Aniens  of  the  congrega- 
tion, many  of  whom  have  now  hsard  a  sermon  for  the  first 
time;  and  the  crowd  disperses,  hastening  homeward  to  pre- 
pare themselves  for  the  two  other  services,  which  are  to 
follow  in  the  course  of  the  day.  Again,  in  the  foreaoon  and 
afternoon  there  is  a  listening  multitude,  yet  larger  than 
that  which  was  present  at  the  earlier  worship.  I^or  ia  the 
word  preached  in  Tain.  Angels  bear  the  glad  tidings  to 
heaven  of  men  and  women  prLolced  in  their  hearts;  and 
there  is  joy  in  the  courts  above  over  repenting  siimors. 
Tears  of  sorrow  for  sin  moisten  many  sable  checks,  and  teara 
of  joy  and  gladness  run  down  others,  because  "the  joyful 
sound  "  is  brought  to  their  own  doors.  It  ia  a  lovely  and  a 
lively  scene  that  presents  itself  during  the  interval  of  the 
morning  and  afternoon  worship.  Groups  oi'  men  and  women 
gathered  under  the  shade  of  the  orange  trees,  which  thickly 
stud  the  adjanent  pastures,  are  talking  of  the  things  of  God, 
or  engaged  in  praver.  Valentine  Ward  looked  upon  this 
scene  several  years  later,  after  having  preached  his  last 
sermon,  and  finished  an  eminent  career  of  usefulness,  in  that 
blacksmith's  shop.  When  he  heheld  the  classes  with  their 
leaders  grouped  beneath  the  trees,  he  wept  as  he  glorified 
God  for  what  He  had  wrought  amongst  those  children  of 
Africa,  pronouncing  it  to  be  the  most  interesting  scene  that 
had  ever  greeted  his  eyes,  and  the  Sahhath  spent  there  the 
happiest  of  his  life.  It  was  the  last  of  his  earthly  Sabbaths, 
for  four  days  after  he  was  laid  in  the  grave.  When  he  was 
sinking,  smitten  by  yellow  fever,  in  the  delirium  of  death 
his  imagination  was  still  occupied  with  the  Sabbath  scene 
that  had  eo  enchanted  him  ;  and  he  continued  to  gaze  upon 
it,  and  to  talk  of  it,  until  thfs  more  glorious  realities  of 
eternity  burst  upon  his  vision,  and  he  passed  away  to  be  for 
ever  with  the  Lord. 

For  several  years  the  Wacismith's  shop  confewifti  Vi 
used  aa  a^lace  af  worship,     A  long  shed  HM  erectel^vg 
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teligiouB  slaves  of  tlie  neighbourhood,  along  one  side  of  the 
building,  and  at  one  end,  thatched  with  cocoa-nut  leaves,  to 
shelter  the  worshippers  from  sun  and  rain.  Lowly  as  it  was, 
it  beeame  a  centre  of  light  to  the  neighbourhood.  No 
imposing  ritual  was  praotiaed  there,  and  no  surpliced  priests 
and  choirs  intoned  the  prayers  and  lessons  ;  but  beneath 
that  humble  roof  many  souls  were  born  to  glory, — made 
wise  unto  salvation  by  the  faithful  preaching  of  the  GospeL 
Many  persecuted  slaves,  who  liad  endured  the  lash  and  the 
gyves  for  the  sake  of  a  good  oouacience,  there  found  comfort 
in  their  trials,  and  obtained  strength  to  endure  the  grinding 
oppresbion  to  which  they  were  subjected  by  hireliiig  oirer- 
seers.  These  men  hated  the  blacksmith's  shop  and  the  reli- 
gion taught  there,  with  all  who  possessed  it,  because  of  the 
unexpected  checks  they  now  met  with  in  the  indulgence  of 
an  unbridled  sennuality.  But  their  opposition  and  their 
cruelty  were  in  vain.  The  work  of  the  Lord  went  on,  and 
prospered.  Whitea,  free  coloured  people,  slaves,  alike  felt  the 
power  of  the  truth,  and  submitted  themselves  to  the  Gospel 
yoke,  becoming,  in  doing  so,  the  freemen  of  the  Lord.  And 
there,  in  due  time,  infantile  voices  were  heard  in  the  songs 
and  routine  of  the  Sabbath  school,  learning  to  worship  and 
serve  Him  who  said,  "Suffer  the  little  children  to  corns 
unto  Me." 

Gradually  the  opposition  ceased.  The  planters 
that  religion  made  their  servants  trustworthy,  intelligent, 
and  faithful.  The  proprietor  of  the  estate  with  which  the 
blacksmith's  shop  was  oonneefced  began  to  look  with  favour- 
able eye  upon  the  services  that,  at  first,  he  had  so  bit- 
terly opposed.  To  the  surprise  of  many,  he  himself  sought 
and  found  the  peace  of  conscience  for  which,  through  many 
years,  he  had  yearned  with  an.  intensity  of  longing  that  oiily 
a  deep  consciousness  of  guilt  can  produce,  For  his  hands 
were  stained  with  blood,  A  dark  cloud  had  been  cast  over 
his  life  by  the  fatal  result  of  a  duel  with  a  former  friend, 
ariiing  out  of  a  drunken  carouse.     His  friend  had  fallen  hj 

H.bis  hand,  and  was  gone,  with  all  his    ' 

^B&ce  his  Maker  and  his  Juflg*.     "Ftokv  fne  -moniwA  te 


Tini^B 
■entl 


THE  blacksmith's  I^EDDINO.  151 

his  ill-fated  companion  fall  dead  before  bis  fatal  weapon,  be 
bad  known  no  peace.  Gloom  settled  upon  bis  soul,  and  be 
scarcely  mingled  at  all  witb  bis  fellow  men.  But  tbe  peace 
of  Qod,  wbicb  came  to  many  bearts  in  tbat  blacksmitb*s  sbop, 
came  also  to  bim,  and  dispersed  tbe  gloom  tbat  bad  darkened 
bis  life  and  prospects.  He  was  enabled  by  faitb  to  cast  bis 
blood-guiltiness  upon  tbe  Saviour,  and  lifted  bis  bead  in 
bope.  Tbe  gift  of  a  suitable  site  for  a  Mission  station,  near 
tbe  blacksmitb's  premises,  was  one  of  tbe  fruits  of  tbe  gra- 
cious cbange  be  experienced.  A  cbapel  and  parsonage,  witb 
a  good  and  commodious  scboolroom,  were,  in  due  time, 
erected  tbere.  It  became  tbe  bead  of  a  Circuit,  bearing  tbe 
name  of  tbe  venerable  man  wbo  tbere  performed  the  lai^t  act 
of  bis  Cbristian  ministry.  And  tbe  Mount  Ward  station, 
most  deligbtfiilly  situated,  stands  a  centre  of  ligbt  and  bless- 
ing to  tbo  neigbbourbood,  and  is  destined,  we  trust,  to  be  tbe 
birtbplace  of  many  souls  in  tbe  generations  of  tbe  future. 


IN  SLAVERY  A  HUNDRED  AND  FOKTT  ' 

WnY  should  old  age  esoape  annoticed  here 

That  sacrod  era  to  refleoSion  dear? 

Thiit  peaceful  shore  where  passion  iliea  awa]', 

Like  the  last  waTe  that  rjpples  o'er  the  bajF 

0,  if  old  age  nere  cancelled  bom  onr  lot, 

Full  EoOQ  nouia  man  deplore  the  nnhallowed  Hot  I 

Life's  bnsy  day  would,  want  its  tcanqnil  even, 

And  earth  would  lose  hei  Btepping-etone  to  heaven. 

Caboi-wb  G11.MIB, 

Sating  JQst  finished  the  SiLbath  morning  service,  and 
"^l  attended  to  Kome  other  pastoral  duties  in  the  oldest 
^At^  chapel  in  the  island  of  Jamaica,  a  chapel  which  bears 
the  name  of  the  good  and  zealous  Doctor  Coke,  the  founder 
of  the  Weslcyan  missions,  the  young  misaionary  who  has 
officiated,  and  who  baa  been  only  two  or  three  yeare  in  the 
work,  IB  about  to  retire  from  the  sanctuary.  Before  reach- 
ing the  door  he  ia  accosted  by  a  decently-dreaaed  black 
female,  long  past  the  prima  of  womanhood,  with  the  request 
that  he  will  go  and  visit  a  person  who  ia  Biok, 

"  Me  come  for  ax  miniater  if  him  will  find  time  in  de 
afternoon  to  go  and  visit  r  very  old  woman,  who  has  been 
long  time  in  de  society,  and  is  'bout  'pon  dying." 

"  Yoii  say  the  person  is  very  old  ?  " 

"  Yea,  miniBter,  Him  de  oldest  person  in  de  town,  and 
bin  in  de  society  from  de  time  of  Mr.  Campbell ;  and  hinn 
bin  quite  old,  minister,  where  him  first  jine  the  church.'' 

"  Is  abe  a  free  peraon,  or  a  alave  ?  " 

"  Old  Moggy  bin  slave,  minister.  Him  bin  come  to  Hb 
country  in  stave  ship  'bout  de  time  of  de  great  witquake  ' 

"The  great  earthquake!     You  surely  do  not  mean  ^ 
earthquake  that  destroyed  Port  Rojsi?  " 
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"  Tgb,  minieter,  me  believe  so ;  for  so  me  hear  dem  aay. 
Km  quite  old  womaii,  miaister,  when  for  me  iDamm^r  bin 
one'little  pickaninny  eo  high,  minister," — holding  her  hand 
about  two  feet  and  a  half  from  the  ground,  to  indicate  that 
her  mother,  at  the  time  alluded  to,  was  a  very  little  girl. 

Having  certified  himself  concerning  the  locality  to  which 
the  desired  visit  is  to  be  directed,  he  dismisses  the  woman 
with  the  promise  that  he  will  go  and  see  the  sick  peraon 
before  the  evening  service. 

When  the  aftL-rnoon  is  aufficiently  advanced  to  modify,  in 
some  measure,  the  fierce  heat  of  a  tropical  Eun,  and  enable 
him  to  thread  his  way  through  the  etreets  within  the 
shadow  of  the  houses,  the  young  missionary  directs  hia 
footsteps  to  that  part  of  the  city  where  old  Moggy,  if 
the  account  he  has  received  be  correct,  is  passing  through 
the  closing  eeenes  of  a  strangely  protracted  life.  After  some 
inquiry,  he  finds  the  yard  which  has  been  described  to  him. 
On  raising  the  latch,  and  pushing  open  the  somewhat  dilapi- 
dated door,  he  perceives  in  company  with  several  others, 
adorned,  like  herself,  in  broad -brimmed  straw  hat  and 
muslin  gown  and  handkerchief,  light,  neat,  and  eiquisitely 
clean,  the  same  woman  he  had  conversed  with  in  the  earlier 
part  of  the  day.  She  advances,  with  a  broad  smile  upon 
her  face",  to  welcome  him  with  the  usual  salutation,  "  Glad 
for  see  minister,"  The  yard  \s  a  square  open  space,  per- 
taining to  a  large  respect  able- looking  house  in  front,  the  out 
offices  of  which  occupy  one  side  of  the  square :  the  opposite 
aide  and  the  end  being  filled  with  a  range  of  Ne^TO  roomei 
appearing  to  have  been  built  and  fitted  with  eome  regard 
to  the  comfort  of  those  for  whoee  use  they  were  intended. 
Around  the  door  of  one  of  these  apartments  are  sitting  upon 
wooden  chairs  of  a  very  bumble  description  the  women 
referred  to,  who  all  rise,  and  curtsey  very  respectfully  to 
the  viBitoT,  and  greet  him  with,  "  How  d'ye,  me  minister  ?  " 
or,  "  Glad  for  see  minister  :  "  their  white  glistering  teeth  con- 
trasting' pleasantly  with  the  dusky  hue  of  their  smiling 
countenances.  Preceded  hy  one  of  these  women,  ■wVn  \ia» 
advanced  to  receive  him,  he  enters  the  room,  Vi\i\cV\a  ama!^ 
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hut  clean  and  comfortable,  and  there,  on  a.  low  bed,  supported 
by  aeveral  pillows,  lies  tbe  object  of  his  visit. 

She  is  A  Negro  woman,  greatly  Bhruaken  and  shrivelled  by 
age ;  and,  but  for  the  eyes,  which  retain,  a  considerable 
degree  of  brightnesa  and  intelligence,  would  more  reseinble 
an  unrolled  Egyptian  mummy  than  any  thing  else  he  can 
think  of.  She  lifts  her  eyes  towards  the  minister,  as  he 
advances  to  the  bed-side,  with  a  look  of  inquiry ;  but  when 
the  woman,  stooping  near  to  her,  and  speaking  in  a  tone 
somewhat  raised,  says,  "  Moggy,  here  is  minister  oome  to  see 
you,"  a  gleam  of  gladness  passes  over  tbe  wrinkled  features, 
and  she  lifts  her  withered  hand  to  welcome  him.  Seating 
himself  on  a  chair,  which  has  been  politely  handed  to  him, 
the  young  missionarj  proceeds  to  inquire  concerning  her 
bodily  ailments.  "Old  and  weak,  minister,"  is  the  reply; 
and  he  finds,  on  extending  his  inquiries  to  thoae  who  eeem 
to  have  charge  of  her,  that  she  exhibits  no  indications  of 
disease,  but  a  general  sinking  of  the  vital  powers.  The 
weary  wheels  of  life,  which  have  been  going  actively  for  so 
many  years,  are  now  beginning  to  stand  still.  H.e  then 
seeks  to  lead  her  thoughts  to  other  things,  and  inquires  if 
she  knows  and  feels  the  love  of  Christ.  "  0,  yes  !  Massa," 
she  ri^plies,  as  a  brighter  light  kindles  in  her  eyes,  aad  seems 
to  suffuse  the  entire  countenance,  "  Jesus  bery  precious," 

Although  tbe  sounds  proceeding  from  her  toothless  mouth 
are  weak,  and  not  very  intelligible  to  hb  unaccustomed  ear, 
yet,  with  the  help  of  those  around,  who  can  better  understand 
what  she  endeavours  to  express,  he  can  gather  that  she  was 
converted  to  God  under  the  ministry  ot  Mr.  Fish,  one  of 
the  earliest  missionaries  to  the  colonies  ;  that  she  knew  Dr. 
Coke,  and  heard  him  preach  ;  and  that  she  was  "  a  very  old 
woman  when  Massa  Jesus  pardoned  her  sins, — too  old  for 
work."  Having,  to  her  manifest  comfortand  joy,  spoken  cheer- 
ing words  about  that  glorious  heaven  so  sonn  to  be  her  home, 
and  near  the  very  portals  of  which  she  is  Hngering,  until  the 
M^aater  makes  the  sign  for  her  to  enter,  he  bows  in  prayer 
at  the  bedside  of  the  aged  disciple,  and  takes  his  departora. 
But  he  is  resolved,  if  life  is  spaTsd,  to  \a!^\Te  fwTttm  &bQut 
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r      a  case  which  is  to  bim  profoundly  mteresting'  bejond  any  ^^H 

that  has  come  within  the  range  of  hie  brief  experience  or  ^^H 

obaervation.  ^M 


obaervation. 

The  forenoon  of  the  following  day  finds  the  miHsionary 
again  at  the  bedside  of  old  Moggy,  who  eeems  to  be  little 
changed  from  the  preceding  day.  The  remembrance  of  his 
former  visit  has  not  passed  away  from  her ;  for  the  Bame 
expression  of  pleasure  passes  over  her  countenance  that 
brightened  it  then,  when  the  same  attendant  informs  her 
that  ■' ministtr  is  come  to  pray  with  you  again."  A  few 
words  about  Jesua  and  His  dying  love,  and  a  short,  earnest 
prayer,  lead  the  thoughts  of  the  old  Christian  up  to  God. 
Her  faculties  aeem  to  brighten  up  as  the  remembrance  of  her 
Saviour's  gracious  dealings  with  her,  and  the  glorious  future 
that  lies  before  her,  passes  through  her  mind ;  and  she  gives 
repeated  utterance  to  the  expression,  "  BIh.is  the  Lord ! " 

Leading  her  memory  back  upan  the  past,  he  questions  her 
concerniug-  the  priuoipal  facts  of  her  history,  to  ascertain,  if 
possible,  whether  she  is  really  of  such  advanced  age  as  the 
facta  before  referred  to  would  seem  to  indicate.  That 
she  is  extremely  old  her  appearance  testifies ;  and  persons 
well  advanced  in  age  can  only  remember  Moggy  as  a  very 
old  woman  when  they  were  very  young.  Her  own  account 
of  herself  has  always  been  that  she  was  brought  from 
Africa  in  a  slave  ship,  and  that  she  was  stolen  and  carried 
off  from  her  parents  "  when  me  pickaninny  so,  minister," — 
placing  her  hand  so  as  to  indicate  the  Iieight  of  a  chOd 
some  eight  or  ten  year^i  old.  When  she  arrived  in  Jamaica^ 
it  was  four  days  after  tiie  earthquake  that  destroyed  Port 
Boyal,  and  the  people  who  had  escaped  from  that  fearful 
visitation  were  living  iu  sheds  made  of  cocoa-nut  leaves  and 
branches  of  trees  on  the  spot  where  the  city  of  Kingstoa 
was  afterwards  erected.  He  questions  her  minutely  upon 
all  these  points,  and  she  nflirms  that  it  is  all  true,  and  that 
she  remembers  it  well.  Carried  ofi"  by  violence  from  her 
father  and  mother,  she  was  taken  to  the  ship,  and  with 
many  others,  young  and  old,  brought  over  the  soato  Janitoca.. 
Tljejr  were  a  long-  time  at  sea  ;  jind  when  tiie  sh*^  liwavft  W 
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land,  she  saw  the  ruins  of  the  city  which  had  been  partially 
Bwallcwed  up,  and  she  ^as  put  ashore  where  the  people  were 
all  living  in  sheds  aud  tents.     The  town  was  built  after  that 
upon   the  same  spot,  and  she  had  lived  there  ever  tincx- 
She  had  belonged  to  several  owners,  had  never  been  badly 
treated,  but  had  never  been  made  free.     When  the  mission- 
aries came,  she  went  to  hear  the  preaching,  and  "  found 
that  she  was  one  great  sinner ;  and  she  prayed  to  Hi 
Jesus,  and  He  made  her  eoul  happy,  and  religion  bad 
her  happy  all  the  time,  and   she  was  now  going  home 
Jesus,  to  be  happy  for  ever." 

Moggy  has  no  idea  about  the  number  of  year^  which  hi 
transpired  in  connexion  with  any  part  of  her  history. 
few  leading  facts  are   firmly   rooted  in    her  memory, 
these  ore  held  with  tenacious  grasp ;  but  of  the  lapse 
time,  measured  by  months  and  years,  she  has  no  conceptiMt: 
Her  mind  on  tha '  subject  is  a  blank,     "  A  long  time  ago  " 
is  all  she  knows  about  it.     She  cannet  tell  how  long  she  has 
been  in  the  church ;   but  she  knew  Dr.  Coke,  and  it 
through  Mr.  Fish's  preaching  she  was  brought  to  God, 
made  happy,  "a  long  time  ago."     She  does  not  know 
many  years  it  is  since  she  waa  brought  to  the  country 
slave ;  "  it  was  long  time  ago,' '  and  it  was  "  four  days  all( 
do  witquake  kill  all  de  people  at  Port  Royal."     She  is  quite 
sure  of  that.     She  is  imable  to  tell  how  old  she  was  when 
bad  men  stole  her  from  her   country.     "  It  was  long  time 
ago;   me  pickaninny  so;" — endeavouring  to   describe  the 
height  of  a  child  some  three  feet  from  the  ground.     These 
form  the  great  landmarks  of  her  life's  history.     And  while 
thousands  of  incidents,  which,  for  the  time,  were  fraught  t 
interest,  have  been  blotted  by  the  hand  of  time  from 
reooUeotion,  these  remain,  fixed  and  ineradicable,  until 
light  of  eternal  day  shall  fully  restore  all  the  forgoti 
memories  of  the  past,  and  stamp  them  sources  of  inexhaui 
ible  joy  or  woe  to  all  eternity. 

It  must  be  so !  Strange  and  incredible  ss  it  may 
there  is  no  just  reason  to  doubt  it.  There,  in  that 
sbrimken    epeeimen    ot  humajiVty   \a   oae   ■«"fio*e 
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goes  back  to  a  period  more  than  one  hundred  and  forty 
yeare  distant, — one  who  has  seen  the  changes  and  vie 
situdes  of  at  least  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  years  of 
esperience  in  this  world  of  otiI.  The  great  earthquake  she 
refers  to  occurred  in  1C02.  It  is  now  a.d.  1834 ;  ai 
allowing  that  she  waa  sis  years  of  age  when  ehe  was  brought 
a  slave  to  these  shores, — which  she  must  hare  heen  to  be 
able  to  remember  theae  events  bo  distinctly, — she  has  now 
arrived  at  the  extraordinary  age  of  one  hundred  and  forty- 
eight.  Here  is  one  who  has  pa-ssed  through  the  unparal- 
leiled  term  of  more  than  one  hundred  and  forty  years  of 
slave  life.  True,  she  ha*  always  been  in  kind  hands,  and 
has  always  been  a  doHieatic  servant,  well  fed  and  clothed  ; 
never,  like  many  others,  having  her  flesh  lacerated  with  the 
cruel  whip.  But  she  baa  been  in  bondage  while  nearly  five 
generations  of  men  have  passed  across  the  stage  of  life  ;  and 
now  the  decree  has  gone  forth  that,  in  a  feiv  months,  the 
wrongful  system  which  makes  human  beings  slaves  under 
the  British  flag  ia  to  cease  for  evt-r. 

But  old  Moggy  will  not  live  to  s?e  it.  After  one  hundred 
and  forty  yearii  and  more  of  slavery  bLo  is  to  go  down  to  the 
graffe — still  a  bondwoman.  This  matters  little,  however. 
There  ia  no  slavery,  no  oppression,  or  wrong,  in  that  better 
land  she  is  passing  to  ;  for  there  is  no  more  curse.  Ko  sigh- 
ing shall  be  there.  It  is  the  region  of  unbroken  rest  and 
peace,  where  the  loving  Hand,  once  pierced  for  sin,  shall 
wipe  away  the  tears  from  every  eye,  and  all  the  signs  and 
sources  of  sorrow  shall  be  for  ever  dried  up.  There  is  one  of 
whom  it  may  well  be  said,  la  not  this  a  wonderfid  instance 
of  God's  longsoffering  goodness  ?  For  when  more  thm  a 
hundred  years  of  her  mortal  pilgrimage  had  passed  away, 
words  of  Divine  mercy  fell  upon  her  ear  ;  light  from  heaven 
shone  into  the  dark  mind,  where  scarce  a  ray  of  intelligence 
had  ever  beamed  before.  The  fountain  of  penitence  was 
opened  in  her  breast ;  and,  going  with  a  troubled  heart  to 
that  precious  Saviour,  of  whom  now,  for  the  first  time  in  ten 
decades  of  life,  she  had  beard,  t^he  cast  her  eoa\  n^on^rnvn 
MujpJe,  cbildhke  tru^t,  and  the  gniilt  accnmn\a.t\iig  ftiTOM^ 
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a  whole  centurT  of  darknesB  and  Bin  was,  in  great  men}, 
rolled  away.  Filled  with  peace  and  joy  in  believing,  a 
heaven  of  love  rising  up  in  her  soul,  she  felt  herself 

"  A  tiluTe  redeem 'd  from  death  and  Bin, 
A  brand  plncli'd  bom  eleraal  fire !  " 

With  what  strange  emotions  the  miasionary  gazes  upon 
the  shrivelled,  wasted  form  of  old  Moggy,  retaining  but 
little  of  the  semhlanee  of  humanity,  naught  of  the  grioe 
and  beauty  of  the  gentler  sei !  He  adores  the  riches  of 
thftt  grace  which  stooped  to  her  in  extreme  old  age,  and  in 
the  degradation  of  slave  life,  to  bring  her  to  the  cross, 
dispel  the  gloom  that  had  long  settled  upon  her  epirit, 
and,  waking  up  the  moral  faculties  which  bad  lain  dormant 
for  a  century,  make  her  a  happy  child  of  God,  and  an  heir  o( 
etcrnnl  life !  Once  and  again  he  repmr^  to  that  hedEide,  to 
pour  out  his  heart  in  prayer  with  this  wonderful  monument 
of  saving  grace  and  merey.  But  every  time  he  appears 
there  it  becomes  more  and  more  evident  that  life  is  ebbing 
out  at  last,  and  the  close  of  this  lengthened  earthly  pilgrim- 
age is  close  at  hand.  It  is  pleasing  to  observe  the  loving  care 
with  which  those  ahont  her, — bound  to  her  by  no  ties  of 
kindred  and  blood,  hut  onlj  sisters  in  the  church, — minister 
to  her  age  and  helplessness,  and  surround  her  with  cleanb- 
ness  and  comfort ;  smoothing  the  pillow  of  the  dying  saint 
with  tender  Christian  sympathy  to  the  end.  The  end  soon 
comes.  More  and  more  the  vital  energies  flag,  until 
"  JesuB  "  is  the  ouly  word  that  is  heard  to  dwell  upon  her 
withered  lipa.  Even  that,  at  length,  is  heard  no  more. 
She  is  motionless  and  just  slightly  breathing  when  the  mis- 
sionary kneels  for  the  last  time  beside  her,  cummending  the 
departing  spirit  to  its  Saviour,  Before  another  sun  gilds 
with  its  morning  splendours  the  blue  mountain  tops  of  the 
land  of  springs,  before  the  Sabbath  has  come  round,  old 
Moggy,  probably  the  oldest  human  being  on  the  earth,  has 
ceased  to  be  numbered  among  the  living— has 

"  Foosd  tlie  rest  we  toil  to  find. 
Landed  in  the  biuib  ol  doi." 
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Peaceful  and  gentle  was  the  end  of  the  poor  aged  slave 
woman.  Without  a  motion  or  a  sound  ihe  slowly  ceased  to 
breathe  and  ii^i! ;  and  it  was  only  when  the  withered  limbs 
began  to  stifTen  in  the  icy  grasp  of  death  tliat  those  about 
her  were  certified  that  the  spirit  had  paseed  to  its  home. 
The  same  evening — for,  in  the  tropics,  delay  in  burying  the 
dead  out  (if  sight  is  inadmissible — the  remains  were  deposited 
in  the  old  burying  ground,  to  the  eastward  of  the  city. 
There  a  goodly  inultitade  await  the  fulfilment  of  Jehovah's 
decree  of  predestination  concerning  His  saints,  when,  raoaed 
from  the  dust  of  death  to  a  glorious  immortality,  they  shall 
be  "  eon  formed  to  His  image,"  "fashioned  like  unto  His 
glorious  body,"  "he  like  Him,"  the  physical  with  the  moral 
and  intellectual  nature  having  been  redeemed  from  the  curse 
of  sin  with  a  price  "  all  price  beyond,"  and,  rendered  trane- 
cendently  perfect,  beautiful,  and  dazzling,  "  shall  shine  forth 
as  the  sun  in  the  kingdom  of  their  Father." 

This  remarkable  instance  of  protracted  slave  life  does  not 
stand  alone.  Id  the  "  Kingston  Chrouide,"  (Jamaica,)  June 
14th,  1819,  there  appeared  the  following  notice : — 

"  RoQEB  EoiB  Elletbgs  died  at  the  Hope  Estate,  on 
Monday,  the  3lst  of  May,  aged  upwards  of  one  hundred  and 
forty  years." 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  generally  called  Old  Hope, 
and  was  bom  and  died  a.  slave,  having,  like  Old  Moggy, 
existed  in  three  centuries,  and  seen  at  least  four  generations 
of  men  pass  across  the  stage  of  life.  As  in  the  other  ease,  no 
written  document  or  record  proved  his  age;  but  he  too  had 
a  remembrance  of  the  great  earthquake  that  destroyed  Fort 
Goyal  in  1692,  and  caused  the  founding  of  the  city  of 
Kingston.  He  was  then  a  father,  not  less  than  eighteen  or 
twenty  years  of  age.  In  Long's  History  of  Jamaica 
published  in  1774,  speaking  of  the  salubrious  climate,  and 
the  freqnent  longevity  of  the  inhabitants,  the  historian  says : 
"  I  can  remember  three  white  inhabitants,  each  of  whom 
exceeded  one  hundred  years.  I  know  others  now  living 
beyond  ninety  ;  and  about  five  years  ago  I  conversed  with  a 
Negro  man,  who  rcmembi-red  perfectly  well  the  great 
^^^qaake  which  deatroyed  Port  Iloyal  in  XWfl  \  wA\ii  ^'ssA 
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a  account  he  could  not  bave  been  much  under  eighteen  or 
twenty  when  that  event  happened.  These  persona  were  not, 
as  in  northern  countries,  decrepit  or  bed-ridden,  hut  lively, 
and  able  to  stir  about,  their  appetites  good,  and  their  faculriea 
moderately  Bound." 

It  is  generally  understood  that  Old  Hope  was  the  Negro 
man  the  historian  conversed  with,  who  was  then  nearly  one 
hundred  years  of  age,  and  survived  that  period  forty-five 
years.  His  extreme  a^e  attracted  to  him  the  notice 
of  Admiral  Douglas ;  and  the  intelligence  he  manifested 
made  him  a  favourite  object  of  the  admiral's  liberality  and 
kindness  so  long  as  he  remained  on  the  station. 

Old  Hope  was  born  a  slave  at  Merryman's  Hill,  an  old  sugar 
plantation  in  the  parish  of  St.  Andrew ;  but  be  spent  the 
greater  part  of  his  long  life  on  the  Hope  estate,  to  which  he 
had  been  sold  when  young.  He  had  a  perfect  recollection  of 
the  terrible  shocks  of  the  great  convulsion  of  nature  that 
destroyed  the  capital  of  the  island.  He  could  also  remember 
two  other  remarkable  events  which  took  place  about  the  same 
time ;  although  he  failed  to  recollect  the  order  of  their 
occurrence,  cjeepfc  that  the  one  waa  before,  and  the  other 
after,  the  earthquake.  The  two  events  to  which  his  memory 
thus  went  hack  in  the  distant  past  were  a  great  storm,  and 
an  abortive  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  French  to  effect  a 
landbg  in  the  island.  The  great  storm  alluded  to  took 
place  in  1689,  three  years  before  the  earthquake ;  and  the 
effort  of  the  French  to  take  the  colony  In  169i,  two  years 
after  that  memorable  event.  He  could  not  tell  how  long  it 
was  since  he  bad  done  any  work,  hut  it  was  a  great  many 
years ;  and  a  slave  named  Toney,  who  died  a  few  years  before 
on  the  same  estate,  eighty  years  of  age,  said,  "  Old  Hope 
must  be  twice  as  old  as  himself;  as  he  was  an  old  man — too 
old  to  work — when  he  (Toney)  was  a  pickaninny."  Old 
Hope  had  never  been  sick,  that  he  could  remember ;  and  he 
never  drank  rum  or  any  ardent  spirit  in  the  course  of  his 
life.  From  first  to  last  he  had  always  had  good  masters, 
from  whom  he  received  much  kiuduess,  and  he  never  remem- 
bered  having  been  treated  with  harshness  or  severity. 
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Admiral  Douglas  had  the  portrait  of  this  old  Blave  painted, 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  it  to  Etigland,  beliovins;  Old  Hope 
to  be,  as  he  probably  then  was,  the  oldest  specimen  of  the 
humaD  race  alive  upon  the  earth.  Thia  was  in  1817,  two 
years  before  his  death.  He  was  then  not  le*;B  than  one 
hundred  and  forty-three  years  of  age ;  yet  he  waiked  to 
Eingston,  a.  diatance  from  the  Hope  estate  of  between  six 
and  seven  inileB,  without  any  over  fatigue,  whenever  the 
artist  required  him  to  ait. 

At  length  the  end  of  his  long  earthly  pil;^rimagB  came. 
An  attack  of  intermittent  fever  greatly  undermined  his 
stiength,  BO  that  it  was  with  difficulty  he  could  walk  to  the 
city  and  back  after  he  recovered  from  it.  But  this  he  did 
two  or  three  times.  Through  all  these  years  he  continued 
ignorant  of  the  Goapel  and  the  great  salvatioa ;  and  it  was 
not  until  the  shadows  of  the  grave  were  drawing  around  him, 
that  he  felt  any  concern  about  religion.  About  two  months 
before  his  death  he  desired  to  be  "  made  a  Christian ; "  and, 
in.  compliance  with  his  earnest  wishes,  was  taken  to  the 
parish  church  to  he  baptized  on  Easter  Sunday,  April  11th ; 
thia  being  the  only  idea  those  about  him  had  of  making  him 
a  Christian.  That  the  Spirit  of  God  was,  however,  working 
upon  hiB  mind  and  heart,  was  evident  from  the  fact  that,  as 
he  drew  near  to  his  end,  those  around  him  heard  him  engaged 
frequently  in  earueat  prayer,  though  they  could  not  always 
distinctly  make  out  what  he  said.  Living  away  from  the 
city,  and  in  the  bondage  of  slave  life,  he  had  had  but  few 
opportunities  of  coming  to  the  light  of  saving  truth.  But 
that  some  scattered  rays  had  reached  him,  and  penetrated  his 
mind,  may  justly  be  inferred  from  the  earnest  prayers  which 
he  offered  up  during  the  few  weeks  preceding  his  removal  to 
another  world,  And  may  we  not  hope  that  He  who  heard 
the  prayers  of  Cornelius  before  the  glorious  light  of  the 
Gospel  came  in  contact  with  his  mind,  and  who  requires  of 
men  according  to  that  which  they  have,  and  not  aeoording 
to  that  they  have  not, — responded  in  saving  mercy  to 
the  sincere  but  ignorant  petitions  of  the  aged  unlettered 
■lape  ?  Djffereat,  verj  different,  however,  weiB  t\it  ie\fti.-^\ 
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prospects  of  old  Moggy,  wlio  for  many  years  had  enjoyed  tlie 
rich  consolations  of  the  Gospel,  and  rejoi^ced  in  the  unclouded 
hope  of  eternal  life. 

Old  Hope  never  lefb  the  Estate  after  he  returned  from 
being  baptized,  but  during  seven  weeks  his  strength 
gradually  declined,  till  at  length  the  weary  wheels  of  life 
stood  stUl  on  Whit  Monday,  May  31st,  and  the  spirit  that,  for 
nearly  a  century  and  a  half^  had  inhabited  the  shrivelled 
tabernacle  of  clay,  passed  to  its  destiny.  His  age  was  made 
out  to  be  one  hiindred  and  forty-five.  Eighteen  years  old 
when  the  earthquake  occurred  in  1692,  which  was  the  great 
landmark  of  his  life,  he  survived  to  1819. 


►HE  RENDEZVOUS  OF  THE  BUCCANEERS. 

Lgisued  with  lapaoioaa  rovers  of  Ibe  nmis, 

Haiti's  barbariaji himters  haraes'ii  Spaing 

A  uiBmmotli  laca,  iniincible  in  might. 

Bapine  and  maBaaoce  their  grim  delight, 

Peril  tbeii  element : — o'er  land  and  flood 

They  carried  fire,  and  quencli'd  the  flames  with  blood ; 

Deapaiiing  capliiea  hail'd  them  from  the  coasts ; 

They  raah'd  to  comiueBt,  led  b;  Ghahb  ghosts. 

MONIOOXEBI. 

She  preceding  aketcli  deBcribea  two  remarkable  caaea  of 
longevity,  both  of  tbem  relating  to  individaala  who 
were  held  in  slavery  through  fourteen  decades  of 
human  life,  the  age  in  both  instancea  being  determined  by  the 
memory  of  a  great  and  overwhelming  catastrophe,  which 
few  who  witnessed  it  could  ever  forget  while  they  were 
capahle  of  remembering  anything.  With  regard  to  the 
aged  disciple  of  Christ  who,  after  a  pilgrimage  of  one  hundred 
and  forty-eight  years'  duration  passed  away  from  the  world, 
in  peace  with  God,  and  in  joyful  hope  of  being  with  Him.  for 
ever,  the  calamitoua  event  determicing  her  age  marked  a 
new  era  in  her  chequered  life  by  fising  indelibly  the  period 
of  her  arrival  as  a  slave  upon  a  fiireign  shore.  It  marked  a 
new  era  also  in  the  history  of  thd  oolony,  inasmuch  as  it 
caused  the  seat  of  government  to  be  transferred  to 
locality,  and  gave  rise  to  the  city  which  from  that  time  haa 
been  the  mercantile  capital  of  the  island.  By  this  appal- 
ling visitation  the  capital  town,  with  all  the  government 
buildings,  the  public  records  of  the  ooluoy,  and  most  of  the 
public  and  ofScial  men,  was  suddenly  swept  away  and 
swallowed  up.  It  was  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
lature  of  which  any  record  has  been  maAe. 
u  2 
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The  present  town  of  Port  Eojal— for  the  town  was  not  so 
Bntirely  destroyed  as  not  to  admit  of  being  reLuilt  on  a 
smaller  scale — occupies  a  singular  position  on  the  south  aide 
of  Jamaica.  Ahout  six  or  seven  miles  eastward  of  the  city  of 
Kingston,  a  narrow  tongue  of  land  stretches  out  from  the 
main  shore,  sloping  off  at  first  in  a  south-westerly  direction, 
and  then  running  nearly  parallel  with  the  southern  coast 
for  nine  or  ten  miles.  This  peninsula,  known  as  '  The 
Palisades,'  enoloses  a  fine  sheet  of  water  from  two  to  three 
miles  in  width,  and  forma  a.  natural  hreakwater  to  one  of 
the  finest  harbours  in  the  world,  large  enough  to  afford 
anchorage  for  all  the  navies  of  Europe  and  America.  It  is 
very  possible  that  the  space  occupied  hy  this  eipanse  of 
water  was  onee  solid  ground,  and  has  been  made  what  it 
now  is  by  the  sinking  of  the  laad,  through  one  of  those 
natural  convulsions  which  occasion  ally  work  such  great 
changes  in  this  part  of  the  world. 

Some  six  or  eight  miles  westward  of  Kingston  the  main 
coast  makes  a  sudden  curve,  and  stretches  boldly  out  in  a 
gouthem  direction  for  some  miles,  forming  at  the  southern  ex- 
tremity what  is  known  as  Portland  Point,  and  there  eihibiting 
a  bold  rocky  coast  with  an  eastern  aspect,  upon  the  btighta  of 
which  may  be  seen  "  the  Battery  of  the  Twelve  Apostles," 
Further  in,  low  down  upon  a.  marshy  shore,  is  the  strong 
military  station  of  Fort  Augusta,  whose  powerful  batteries 
completely  command  the  channel  by  which  alone  vessals  of 
large  tonnage  can  approacli  Kingston.  Kight  opposite, 
to  the  east  of  the  A])ostles'  Uattery,  across  a  channel  about 
four  miles  wide,  is  the  town  of  Port  Eoyal,  situated  at  the 
estrcroe  point  of  the  tongue  of  land  we  have  described,  and 
almost  surrounded  by  the  sea.  Around  this  point,  frowning 
with  powerful  batteries,  all  vessels  have  to  pass  into  King- 
ston harbour.  The  sharp  captain  that  would  slip  off  to  sea 
without  paying  harbour  dues,  finds  it  a  difficult  matter  to 
accomplifcb.  "  The  pass,"  which  is  necessary  to  clear  his  way, 
must  he  lodged  with  the  proper  official  at  Port  Royal, 
before  his  ship  can  bo  permitted  to  thread  the  intricate 
BBFigatioD  which  guai'Js  the  approach  to  Port  Royal  Point, 


THB  BENI12ZT0TTS   Of   THB  BCCCANCKBB.  165 

where  it  would  be  no   difiicalt    matter  to   aink   a  vessel 
in  a  very  few  minutea  with  the  maaaive  artillery  that  eroi 
the  point  in  all  directions. 

The  tongue  of  land  on  which  Port  Royal  stands  i 
hank  of  loose  sand,  resting-  upon  the  solid  rocks  far  dowa 
beneath  the  suiface  of  the  waters.  It  is  for  some  miles 
partly  covered  with  stunted  mangrove  bushes.  Half  a  n 
to  the  eastward  of  the  town,  three  or  four  half  blighted 
sickly -looking  cocoa-nut  trees  mark  the  spot  which  is 
burying  place  of  the  inhahitanta,  The  coffins  are  deposited 
in  euch  holes  as  can  be  scooped  out  in  the  loose  sand ;  and 
"being  seldom  sunk  much  below  the  surface,  because  of  the 
shifting  cbaraeter  of  the  gronnd,  are  sometimes,  after  the 
prevalence  of  strong  winds  which  blow  away  the  sand,  left 
altogether  hare  and  exposed,  and  the  festering  remaioa  of 
mortality  they  have  enclosed  are  rendered  accessible  to  prowl- 
ing birds  of  prey.  Multitudes  of  sailors  and  ofBcers  of  the 
British  navy,  and  not  a  few  officers  and  men  belonging  to 
the  military  service,  cut  down  anddenly  by  the  deadly  fever 
familiarly  known  as  "  Telle w  Jack,"  have  found  their  last 
resting  place  here.  Both  in  the  army  and  navy  the 
Palisades  of  Jamaica  are  associated  only  with  saddening 
thoughts  of  disease  and  death. 

Port  Royal  is  the  principal  British  naval  station  in  the 
West  Indies,  and  was  in  this  respect  much  more  important 
"than  it  now  is,  before  the  head  quarters  for  the  West  India 
squadron  were  transferred  to  Halifas,  Nova  Scotia,  It 
possesses  aa  extensive  dockyard,  with  massive  stone  build- 
ings, and  all  the  machinery  and  paraphernalia  necessary  for 
heaving  down  vessels  of  the  largest  class.  It  has  also  a 
very  commodious  and  handsome  naval  hospital ;  where 
every  thing  is  maintained  in  the  high  state  of  perfection 
CBsential  to  such  an  institution.  It  possesses  large  ranges 
of  batteries,  and  also  extensive  barracks  for  a  coneiderabte 
military  force,  The  population  of  the  town  now  consists 
largely  of  employes  in  connoiion  with  the  naval  and 
military  establishments,  with  a  few  tradesmen,  dealers  in 
provisions,  and  lodging-house  keepers,  who  furnish  accom- 
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land,  slie  Eaw  tbe  ruiiiB  of  the  city  whicli  had  been  partially 
swallowed  np,  and  aha  was  put  ashore  where  the  people  were 
all  living  in  eheda  aiid  tents.  Tbe  town  was  built  after  that 
upon  tbe  same  spot,  and  she  had  lived  there  ever  eince. 
She  had  belonged  to  several  owners,  had  never  been  badly 
treated,  but  had  never  been  made  free.  When  the  mission- 
aiies  came,  she  went  to  hear  the  preaching,  and  ''  found  out 
that  she  was  one  great  sinner ;  and  she  prayed  to  Maaaa 
Jesus,  and  He  made  her  soul  happy,  and  religion  had  made 
her  happy  all  the  time,  and  she  was  now  going  home  to 
Jesus,  to  be  happy  for  ever," 

Mo^y  has  no  idea  about  the  number  of  years  which  have 
transpired  in  connexion  with  any  part  of  her  histiiry.  A 
few  leading  facta  are  firmly  rooted  in  her  memory,  and 
these  are  held  with  tenaoioua  grasp ;  but  of  the  lapse  of 
time,  measured  by  months  and  years,  she  has  no  conception. 
Her  mind  on  that)  suliject  is  a  blank.  "  A  long  time  a^o  " 
is  all  she  knows  about  it.  She  cannot  tell  how  loug  she  has 
teen  in  the  church ;  but  she  knew  Dr.  Coke,  and  it  was 
through  Mr.  Fish's  preaching  she  was  brought  to  God,  and 
made  happy,  "  a  long  time  ago."  She  doea  not  know  how 
many  years  it  is  since  she  waa  brought  to  the  country  as  a 
slave;  "  it  was  long  time  ago,"  and  it  was  "four  days  after 
de  witquake  kill  all  de  people  at  Port  Royal."  She  is  quite 
sure  of  that.  She  is  unable  to  tell  how  old  she  was  when 
bad  men  stole  her  from  her  country.  "  It  was  long  time 
ago;  me  pickaninny  so;" — endeavouring  to  describe  the 
height  of  a  ohild  some  three  feet  from  the  ground.  These 
form  the  great  landmarks  of  her  life's  history.  And  while 
"thousands  of  incidents,  which,  for  the  time,  were  fraught  with 
interest,  have  been  blotted  by  the  hand  of  time  from  her 
recollection,  these  remain,  fixed  and  ineradicable,  until  the 
light  of  eternal  day  shall  fully  restore  all  the  forgotten 
memories  of  the  past,  and  stamp  them  sources  of  inexhaust- 
ible joy  or  woB  to  all  eternity. 

It  must  be  so  !  Strange  and  incredible  as  it  may  feem, 
there  is  no  just  reason  to  doubt  it.  There,  in  that  frail, 
sbrankea    specimen    of  humanity  is   one    whose    memory 
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goes  back  to  a  period  more  tliao  one  hundred  and  Ibrty 
years  distant, — one  who  has  seen  the  changes  and  vicis- 
sitiudea  of  at  least  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  years  of 
ejperience  in  this  world  of  evil.  The  great  earthquake  she 
refers  to  occurred  in  1C92.  It  ia  now  a.d.  1834;  and, 
allowing  that  she  was  six  years  of  age  when  she  was  brought 
a  slave  to  these  shores, — which  she  must  have  been  to  be 
able  to  remember  theae  events  so  distinetly, — she  haa  now 
arrived  at  the  extraordinary  age  of  one  hundred  and  forty- 
eight.  Here  is  one  who  has  passed  through  the  unparal- 
lelled  term  of  more  than  one  hundred  and  forty  years  of 
slave  hfe.  True,  she  ha^  always  been  in  liind  bauds,  and 
has  always  been  a  domestic  servant,  well  fed  and  clothed ; 
never,  like  many  others,  having  her  flesh  lacerated  with  the 
cruel  whip.  But  she  has  been  in  bondage  while  nearly  five 
generations  of  men  have  passed  across  the  stage  of  life ;  and 
now  the  decree  has  gone  forth  that,  in  a  few  moatbs,  the 
wrongful  system  which  makes  human  beings  slaves  under 
the  British  flag  ia  to  cease  for  evi-r. 

But  old  Moggy  will  not  live  to  s;"e  it.  After  one  hundred 
and  forty  years  and  more  of  slavery  she  is  to  go  down  to  the 
graVa — still  a  bondwomaTi.  This  matters  little,  however. 
There  is  no  slavery,  no  oppression,  or  wrong,  ia  that  better 
land  she  is  passing  to  ;  for  there  is  no  more  curse.  No  sigh- 
ing shall  he  there.  It  is  the  region  of  unbroken  rest  and 
peace,  where  the  loving  Hand,  once  pierced  for  sin,  shall 
wipe  away  the  tears  from  every  eye,  and  all  the  signs  and 
sources  of  sorrow  shall  he  for  ever  dried  up.  There  is  one  of 
whom  it  may  welt  be  said,  Is  not  this  a  wonderful  instance 
of  God's  longsuffering  goodness  ?  For  when  more  than  a 
hundred  years  of  her  mortal  pilgrimage  had  passed  away, 
words  of  Divine  mercy  fell  upon  her  ear  ;  light  from  hea^ 
shone  into  the  dark  mind,  where  scarce  a  ray  of  intelligence 
had  ever  beamed  before.  The  fountain  of  penitence  » 
opened  in  her  breast ;  and,  going  with  a  troubled  heart  to 
that  precious  Saviour,  of  whom  now,  for  the  first  time  in  ter 
decades  of  life,  she  had  heard,  she  cast  her  soul  upon  Him  ii 
aimple,  childlike  trust,  and  the  guilt  accumviVa.^iv'tig  ftaovi^ 


I 


or  THE  Mwaroff  ftsLu, 


a  whole  century  of  darkness  and  sin  was,  in  great 
away.     Filled  with   peace  and   joy   in  belie 
heaven  of  love  riBing  up  in  her  soul,  she  felt  herself 


With  what  strange  emotions  the  missionary  gazes  upon 
the  shrivelled,  wasted  form  of  old  Moggy,  retaining  bat 
little  of  the  semhlanee  of  humanity,  nought  of  the  grace 
and  beauty  of  the  gentler  sex !  He  adores  the  riches  of 
that  grace  which  stooped  to  her  in  extreme  old  age,  and  iu 
the  degradation  of  slave  life,  to  bring  her  to  the  cross, 
dispel  the  gloom  that  had  long  settled  upon  her  spirit, 
and,  waking  up  tbe  moral  faculties  which  had  lain  dormant 
for  a  century,  make  her  a  happy  child  of  God,  and  an  heir  of 
eternal  life  1  Ooce  and  again  he  repairs  to  that  bedside,  to 
pour  out  his  heart  in  prayer  with  this  wonderful  monument 
of  saving  graee  and  meroy.  But  every  time  he  appears 
there  it  becomes  more  and  more  evident  that  life  is  ebbing 
out  at  last,  and  the  close  of  this  lengthened  earthly  pilgrim- 
age is  close  at  hand.  It  is  pleasing  to  observe  the  loving  care 
with  which  those  about  her, — bound  to  her  by  no  ties  of 
kindred  and  blood,  but  only  sisters  in  the  church,—- minister 
to  her  age  and  helplessness,  and  surraund  her  with  cleanli- 
ness and  comfort ;  smoothing  the  pillow  of  the  dying  saint 
with  tender  Christian  sympathy  to  the  end.  The  end  soon 
comes.  More  and  more  the  vital  energies  flag,  until 
"  Jesus  "  is  the  only  word  that  is  heard  to  dwell  upon  her 
withered  lips.  Even  that,  at  length,  is  heard  no  more. 
She  is  motionless  and  just  slightly  breathing  when  the  mis- 
sionary kneels  for  the  last  time  beside  her,  commending  the 
departing  spirit  to  its  Saviour.  Brfore  another  sun  gilds 
with  its  morning  splendours  the  blue  mountain  tops  of  the 
land  of  springs,  before  the  Sabbath  haa  come  round,  old 
Moggy,  probably  the  oldest  human  being  on  the  earth,  has 
ceaaed  to  be  numbered  among  the  living— has 
"  Foimd  tlis  lesC  we  toil  to  find. 
Landed  in  the  arms  of  Qcd." 
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'Peaceful  and  gentle  was  the  end  of  the  poor  aged  slave 
iroman.  Without  a  motion  or  a  sound  she  slowly  oeaaed  to 
breathe  and  live ;  nnd  it  was  only  when  the  withered  limbs 
began  to  stiffen  in  the  icy  grasp  of  death  that  those  about 
her  were  certiSpd  that  the  spirit  bad  passed  to  its  home. 
The  same  evening — for,  in  the  tropics,  delay  in  hurying  the 
dead  out  of  sight  is  in  admissible— the  remains  were  deposited 
in  the  old  burying  ground,  to  the  eastward  of  the  city. 
There  a  goodly  multitude  await  the  fulfilment  of  Jehovah's 
decree  of  predestination  concemiDg  His  saints,  when,  raised 
from  the  dust  of  death  to  a  glorious  immortality,  they  shall 
be  "  conformed  to  His  image,"  "  fashioned  like  unto  His 
glorious  body,"  "  be  like  Him,"  the  physical  with  the  moral 
and  intelleobual  nature  having  been  redeemed  from  the  curse 
of  sin  with  a  price  "  all  price  beyond,"  and,  rendered  trans- 
cendently  perfect,  beautiful,  and  dazzling,  "  shall  shine  forth 
as  the  sun  in  the  kingdom  of  their  Father." 

This  remarkable  instance  of  protracted  slave  life  does  not 
stand  alone.  In  the  "  Kingston  Chronicle,"  (Jamaica,)  June 
lith,  1819,  there  appeared  the  following  notice : — 

"BoQXB  HoTE  ExLETSON  died  at  the  Hope  Estate,  on 
Monday,  the  31st  of  May,  aged  upwards  of  one  hundred  and 
forty  years." 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  generally  called  Old  Hope, 
and  WBB  bom  and  died  a  slave,  having,  like  Old  Moggy, 
extated  in  three  centuries,  and  seen  at  least  four  generations 
of  men  pass  across  the  st^e  of  life.  As  in  the  other  case,  no 
written  document  or  record  proved  his  age  ;  but  he  too  had 
a  remembrance  of  the  great  earthquake  that  destroyed  Fort 
Boyul  in  lfi92,  and  caused  the  founding  of  the  city  of 
Kii^ston.  He  was  then  a  father,  not  less  than  eighteen  or 
twenty  years  of  age.  In  long's  History  of  Jamaica^ 
published  in  1774,  speaking  of  the  salubrious  climate,  and 
the  freq'ient  longevity  of  the  inhabitants,  the  historian  says: 
"  I  can  remember  three  white  inhabitants,  each  of  whom 
exceeded  one  hnndred  years,  I  know  others  now  Jiving 
beyond  nbety  :  and  about  five  years  ego  I  cocvera^id  vi&  % 
Ne^ro  wan,    who    retnembtred    perfectly    weW    tW    gtftB.\. 

'  'iqmke  which  deetrojed  Port  Koyal  in  1692 ;  acft.  \>^  \ua 


I 


i 


160  ROMANCE   OF   THE  MISSION    PIELD, 

ovn  account  he  could  not  bave  been  much  ander  eighteen  or 

twenty  when  that  event  happened.  These  pereons  were  noti 
northern  countries,  decrepit  or  bed-ridden,  but  livdy, 
and  able  to  stir  about,  their  appetites  good,  and  their  facultiM 
moderately  sound." 

It  is  generally  understood  that  Old  Hope  was  the  Negro 
man  the  historian  conversed  with,  who  was  then  nearly  sua 
Lnndred  yeara  of  age,  and  survived  that  period  forty-five 
^rs.  His  citreme  age  attracted  to  him  the  notdo* 
of  Admiral  Douglas ;  and  the  intelligence  he  manifested 
made  him  a  favourite  object  of  the  admiral's  liberality  and 
kindness  so  long  as  he  remained  on  the  station. 

Old  Hope  was  horn  a  slave  at  Merryman's  Hill,  an  old  sugar 
plantation  in  the  pariah  of  St.  Andrew ;  but  he  spent  the 
greater  part  of  hia  long  life  on  the  Hope  estate,  to  which  ho 
had  been  sold  when  young.  He  had  a  perfeut  recollection  of 
the  terrible  shocks  of  the  great  convulsion  of  nature  that 
destroyed  the  capital  of  the  island.  He  could  also  remember 
two  other  remarkable  events  which  took  place  about  the  same 
time ;  although  he  failed  to  recollect  the  order  of  their 
oeeurrence,  except  that  the  one  was  before,  and  the  other 
after,  the  earthquake.  The  two  events  to  which  his  memory 
thus  went  hack  in  the  distant  past  were  a  great  storm,  and 
an  abortive  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  French  to  effect  a 
landing  in  the  island.  The  great  storm  alluded  to  took 
place  in  1689,  three  years  before  the  earthquake ;  and  the 
effort  of  the  French  to  take  the  colony  in  1694,  two  years 
■fter  that  memorable  event.  He  could  not  tell  how  long  it 
was  since  he  had  done  any  work,  but  it  was  a  great  many 
yeara ;  and  a  slave  named  Toney,  who  died  a  few  years  before 
on  the  same  estate,  eighty  years  of  age,  said,  "  Old  Hope 
must  be  twice  as  old  aa  himself;  as  he  was  an  old  man — too 
old  to  work — when  he  (Toney)  was  a  pickaninny."  Old 
Hope  had  never  been  sick,  that  he  could  remember ;  and  he 
never  drank  rum  or  any  ardent  spirit  in  the  course  of  his 
life.  From  first  to  last  he  had  always  had  good  mastera, 
from  whom  he  received  mucli  kindness,  and  he  never  remem- 
bered  iaving-  been  treated  witU  IjataWesB  ot  w.-JctvV^. 
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Admiral  Douglas  had  the  portrait  of  this  old  slave  painted, 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  it  to  England,  believinii:  Old  Uope 
to  be,  as  he  probably  thea  was,  the  oldest  specimen  of  the 
hnmaa  race  alive  upon  the  earth.  This  wo^  in  1817,  two 
years  before  his  death.  He  was  then  not  le^s  than  one 
hundred  and  forty-three  years  of  age ;  yet  he  walked  to 
Kingston,  »  distance  from  the  Hope  estate  of  between  six 
and  seven  miles,  without  any  over  fatigue,  whenever  the 
artist  required  him  to  sit. 

At  length  the  end  of  his  long  earthly  pilgrimage  came. 
An  attack  of  intermittent  fever  greatly  undermined  his 
strength,  so  that  it  was  with  difficulty  he  could  walk  to  the 
rity  and  back  after  he  recovered  from  it.  But  this  he  did 
two  or  three  times.  Through  all  these  years  he  continned 
ignorant  of  the  Gospel  and  the  great  salvation ;  and  it  was 
not  until  the  shadows  of  the  grave  were  drawing  around  him, 
that  he  felt  any  concern  about  religion.  About  two  months 
before  his  death  he  desired  to  be  "  made  a  Chritfian ;"  and, 
in  compliance  with  his  earnest  wishes,  was  taken  to  the 
pariah  church  to  be  baptized  on  Easter  Sunday,  April  11th ; 
this  being  the  only  idea  those  about  him  had  of  making  him 
3  Christian.  That  the  Spirit  of  God  was,  however,  working 
npon  his  mind  and  heart,  was  evident  from  the  fact  that,  as 
lie  drew  near  to  his  end,  those  around  him  heard  him  engaged 
frequently  in  earnest  prayer,  though  they  could  not  always 
distinctly  make  out  what  he  said.  Living  away  from  tl 
city,  and  in  the  bondage  of  slave  life,  he  had  had  but  few 
opportunitieB  of  coming  to  the  light  of  saving  truth.  But 
that  some  scattered  rays  had  reached  him,  and  penetrated  his 
mind,  may  justly  be  inferred  from  the  earnest  prayers  which 
he  offered  up  dming  the  few  weeks  preceding  his  removal  to 
another  world.  And  may  we  not  hope  that  He  who  heard 
the  prayers  of  Cornelius  before  the  glorious  light  of  the 
Gospel  carao  in  contact  with  his  mind,  and  who  requires  of 
men  according  to  that  which  they  have,  and  not  aecording 
to  that  they  have  not, — responded  in  saving  mercy  to 
the  sincere  hut  ignorant  petitions  of  the  aged  imXettexei 
.Abr^  P  Di^kreni,  very  different,  however,  were  tkt  Aea,tU-\»\ 
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prospects  of  old  Moggy,  who  for  many  years  bad  enjoyed  the 
rich  conaolations  of  the  Gospel,  and  rejoiced  in  the  unclouded 
hope  of  eternal  life. 

Old  Hope  never  left  the  Estate  after  he  returned  &om 
being  baptized,  but  during  seven  weeka  hia  strength 
gradually  declined,  till  a-t  length  the  weary  wheels  of  life 
stood  still  on  Whit  Monday,  May  Slst,  and  the  spirit  that,  for 
nearly  a  century  and  a  half,  had  inhabited  the  shriveiled 
tabernacle  of  clay,  passed  to  its  destiny.  His  age  was  made 
out  to  be  one  hundred  and  forty-five.  Eighteen  years  old 
when  the  earthquake  occiwced  in  1692,  which  was  the  great 
landmark  of  his  life,  he  survived  to  1819. 


THE  RENDEZVOUS  OF  THE  BUOCANEERS."" 

Leagued  with  rapaciona  roTora  of  the  muic, 

Haiti'is  barbarian  huntora  horaes'd  Spuiii ; 

A  mammotb  race,  invinoible  in  might. 

ItapiQB  and  maBsaore  their  grim  daligbt, 

Peril  their  oieroent: — o'er  land  and  flood 

They  carried  fire,  aod  qQonch'd  the  Qamea  with  blood ; 

Despairing  oaptivaa  hail'd  them  from  the  <:na.Bta ; 

Tliey  ruah'd  to  coaqQGBt,  led  by  Gharib  ghoats. 

KONIOOUERT. 

fat,  preceding  sketch  dcBcribea  two  remarkable  caaes  of 
longevity,  both  of  them  relating  to  iadividaala  who 
were  held  iu  slavery  through  fourteen  decacleB  of 
faaman  life,  the  age  in  both  instances  being  determined  by  the 
memory  of  a  grpat  and  overwheltning  cataatrophe,  which 
few  who  witnessed  it  could  ever  forget  while  they  were 
capable  of  remembering  anything.  With  regard  to  the 
aged  dirjciple  of  Christ  who,  alter  a  pilgrimage  of  one  hundred 
and  forty-eight  years'  duration  passed  away  from  the  world, 
in  peace  with  God,  and  in  joyful  liope  of  being  with  Him  for 
ever,  tte  calamitouH  event  determining  her  age  marked  u 
new  era  in  her  chequered  life  by  filing  indelibly  the  period 
of  her  arrival  as  a  slave  upon  a  foreign  shore.  It  marked  a 
new  era  also  in  the  history  of  the  colony,  inasmuch  as  it 
caused  the  seat  of  government  to  be  transferred  to  a  new 
locality,  and  gave  rise  to  the  city  which  from  that  time  has 
been  the  mercantile  capital  of  the  island.  By  this  appal- 
ling visitation  the  capital  town,  with  all  the  government 
buildings,  the  public  records  of  the  coluny,  and  rao^t  of  the 
public  and  official  men,  was  suddenly  swept  away  and 
Bwallowed  up.  It  irss  one  oC  the  moat  remarka.\i\e  coa's^- 
ofaatare  of  which  any  record  baa  been  made. 
u  2 
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The  present  town  of  Port  Royal — for  the  town  waa  not  b* 
entirely  destroyed  as  nob  to  admit  of  being  rebiiilt  on  a 
Bmaller  ecale — occupies  a  BingulaT  position  on  the  south  eiie 
of  Jamaica.  About  six  or  seven  miles  eastward  of  the  city  of 
Kingston,  a  narrow  tongae  of  laud  stretches  out  from,  the 
main  shore,  sloping  off  at  first  in  a  south-westerly  direction, 
and  then  running  nearly  parallel  with  the  southern  covt 
for  nine  or  ten  miles.  This  peninsula,  known  as  "Tha 
Palisades,'  encloses  a  tine  sheet  of  water  from  two  to  three 
miles  in  width,  and  forma  a  natural  breakwater  to  one  of 
the  finest  harbours  in  the  world,  large  enough  to  afford 
anchorage  for  all  the  navies  of  Europe  and  America.  It  ia 
very  possible  that  the  space  occupied  by  this  expanse  of 
water  was  ooce  solid  ground,  and  baa  been  made  what  it 
now  is  by  the  sinking  of  the  land,  through  one  of  those 
natural  convulsions  whieh  occasionally  work  snch  great 
changes  in  this  part  of  the  world. 

Some  sis  or  eight  miles  westward  of  Kingston  the  main 
coast  makes  a  sudden  curve,  and  stretches  boldly  out  in  b 
southern  direction  for  some  miles,  forming  at  the  southern  ex- 
tremity what  is  known  as  Portland  Point,  and  there  exhibiting 
a  bold  rocky  coast  with  an  eastern  aspect,  upon  the  heights  of 
which  may  be  seen  "  the  Bittery  of  the  Twelve  Apostles." 
Further  in,  low  down  upon  a  marshy  shore,  is  the  strong 
military  station  of  Fort  Augusta,  whose  powerful  batteries 
completely  command  the  channel  by  which  alone  vessels  of 
large  tonnage  can  approacli  Kingston.  Bight  opposite, 
to  the  east  of  the  Apostles'  Uattery,  across  a  channel  about 
four  miles  wide,  is  the  tovvn  of  Port  Royal,  situated  at  the 
extreme  point  of  the  tongue  of  laud  we  have  described,  and 
almost  surrounded  by  tlio  sea.  Around  this  point,  frowning 
with  powerful  batteries,  all  vessels  have  to  pass  into  King- 
ston harbour.  The  sharp  captain,  that  would  slip  off  to  sea 
without  paying  harbour  dues,  fiads  it  a  difficult  matter  to 
accomplish.  "Tlie  pass,"  which  is  neeessary  to  clear  his  way, 
must  be  lodged  with  the  proper  official  at  Port  Royal, 
before  his  ship  can  be  permitted  to  thread  the  intricate 
narigstion  which  guards  the  appvouoV^'SoA.  'B.o-jsi'SwKAn 
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f-where   it  would  te  no   difficult    matter  to   sink   a   veaBel 
1  very  few  minutea  with  the  maaaive  artillery  that  crowns 
I  the  point  in  all  directions. 

The  tongue  of  land  on  which  Fort  Koyal  stands  ia  a 
'bank  of  loose  Band,  resting  upon  the  solid  rocks  far  down 
beneath  the  surface  of  the  waters.  It  is  for  some  miles 
partly  covered  with  stunted  mangTove  bushes.  Half  a  mile 
to  the  eastward  of  the  town,  three  or  four  half  blighted 
Bickly-Iooting  cocoa-nut  trees  mark  the  spot  which  is  the 
barying  place  of  the  inhabitants.  The  cotQua  ai'e  deposited 
in  Buch  holes  as  can  be  scooped  out  in  the  loose  sand;  and 
'  being  seldom  sunk  much  below  the  surface,  because  of  the 
I  ehlfting  character  of  the  ground,  are  sometimes,  after  the 
I  prevalence  of  strong  winds  which  blow  away  the  saud,  left 
altogether  bare  and  eiposed,  and  the  festering  remains  of 
morlality  they  have  enclosed  are  rendered  accessible  to  prowl- 
ing birds  of  prey.  Multitudes  of  sailors  and  officers  of  the 
British  navy,  and  not  a  few  officers  and  men  belonging  to 
the  military  service,  cut  down  suddenly  by  the  deadly  fever 
familiarly  known  as  "  Yellow  Jack,"  have  found  their  last 
resting  place  here.  Both  in  the  army  and  navy  the 
FalieadeB  of  Jamaica  are  associated  only  with  saddening 
thoughts  of  disease  and  death. 

Port  Eoyal  is  the  principal  British  naval  station  in  the 
"West  Indies,  and  was  in  this  respect  much  more  important 
than  it  now  is,  before  the  head  quarters  for  the  West  India 
squadron  were  transferred  to  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia.  It 
possesses  an  extensive  dockyard,  with  massive  atone  build- 
ings, and  all  the  machinery  and  paraphernalia  necessary  for 
heaving  down  veseels  of  the  largest  class.  It  has  also  a 
"Very  commodious  and  handsome  naval  hospital ;  where 
every  thing  is  maintained  in  the  high  state  of  perfection 
essential  to  such  an  institution.  It  possesses  large  ranges 
of  batteriea,  and  also  eitensiTe  barracks  for  a  considerable 
military  force.  The  population  of  the  town  now  consists 
largely  of  employes  in  conneiion  with  the  naval  and 
military  estahtishments,  with  a  few  tradesmen,  dea\eT%  m 
provjsiooa,  and  lodging-house  keepers,  who  furmala  a»iCOTB- 
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inodation  to  persona  resorting  thither  for  a  : 
cliauge.  There  are  no  manufactures  of  any  kind 
there  any  coltiTation  of  t!ie  boU  bejond  the  growth 
a  few  Ftunted  shrubs  and  plants,  for  the  whole  is  a  bed  i 
sand.  There  la  no  road  estending  beyond  the  narrow  UmiU 
of  the  town  ;  tbe  only  access  to  the  place  being  by  boats,  in 
which  provisions  of  all  kinds  are  brought,  chiefly  from 
EicgstoD.  There  are  no  eprings ;  the  inhabitants  are  EUp- 
plied  with  water  brought  in  sailing  watc-r  tanks  from  Boclc- 
fort,  a  distance  of  eight  or  nine  miles.  An  Kpiacopal 
church  and  a  Baptist  place  of  worship  furnish  opportuni^ 
for  the  religious  instruction  of  the  people,  together  with  ft 
We^teyan  chapel  and  Mission  house,  occupied  by  a  resident 
mininter  as  one  of  the  outstations  of  the  Kingston  circuit,. 
and  this  has  been  the  birthplace  of  many  souls. 

It  was  in  tbe  time  of  Cromwell  that  Penn  and  Venablea 
— both  treacherous  to  the  ruler  who  trusted  them, — after 
failing  in  the  attack  upon  San  Domingo,  seized  upon 
Jamaica,  and  wrested  it  from  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards,  that 
the  expedition  tbey  commanded  might  not  return  under 
the  disgrace  of  having  accomplished  nothing.  Then  it  was 
.that  Port  Royal,  because  of  its  situation  and  capabilities  for 
defence,  became  the  capital  of  the  British  colony.  Here 
L  situated  like  ancient  Tyre,  in  a  position  of  commanding 
■  maritime  strength  and  importance,  it  became,  hke  her,  the 
r  seat  of  wealth  and  power,  an-d  the  mercantile  rendezvous  and 
emporium  for  the  Ntw  World,  Buildings  suitable  for  all 
government  purposes  were  erected  in  tbe  sea-girt  town,  and 
tbe  governor  and  all  the  government  officials  took  up  their 
abode  here.  It  also  became  the  head  quarters  both  of  the 
army  and  navy,  and  here  were  eBtablished  the  principal 
courts  of  law. 

But  that  which  raised  Port  Itoyal  to  great  importance, 
I  and  made  it  tbe  depository  of  .'uormoua  wealth,  was  that,  from 
L  itt  situation,  so  easy  of  access  from  the  sea,  it  became  tbe 
v^kvoured  resort  of  the  buccaneers  whose  piratical  plunderbg: 
i  formed  the  theme  of  many  &  romantic  tale,  and 
ide  them  the  terror  and  the  ■wonAex  «t  ttia  New  World. 
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Thie  formidable  asBociation  of  ijeeliooters  was  called  at  first 
'  Brethren  of  the  Coast ;"  but  afterwards  they  hecaiae  better 
known  under  the  designation  of  Buccaneers  or  Boucaniers, 
Occupying  extensive  hunting  grounds  in  Hispaniola, — other- 
wise called  San  Domingo,  and  in  more  recent  times  Hdti, — 
thej  hunted  the  immense  herds  of  cattle  with  which  the 
wide  Epreading  savannahs  of  that  magnificent  island 
abounded,  and  also  the  wild  hog^s  which  existed  there  in 
great  numbers.  For  the  skina  of  the  slaughtered  animals 
they  obtained  a  ready  market ;  and  the  flesh  both  of  beeves 
and  swine  they  preserved  by  drying  and  smoking  them  in 
eheds  called  by  the  Indians  houcafts.  The  flesh  thus  jireparea 
waa  said  to  be  bmicane'e  :  and  hence  the  title  which  became 
so  famous  and  so  terrible  to  the  Spaniards. 

The  buccaneers  were  of  different  nations,  hut  consinted 
largely  of  English;  men  of  desperate  charactei'  and 
courage,  who  were  rendered  more  reckless  and  ferocious  by 
arrogant  claims  and  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the  Spaniards. 
Keating  pretensions  upon  the  presumptuous  Bull  of  Pope 
Alexander  the  Siatth,  who  aasumed  the  right,  as  God's 
vicegerent  upon  earth,  to  dispose  at  his  pleasure  of  all  the 
islands  and  countries  that  might  be  discovered  in  the  New, 
World,  Spain  made  an  exclusive  claim  to  those  beautil'ui 
Western  Isles  as  their  mistress  aad  owner.  In  asserting  this 
claim  the  Spaniards  sought  to  ejcpel  and  get  rid  of  the 
buccaneers  by  the  same  atrocious  system  of  estermiuation 
which  had  been  practised  towards  the  aboriginal  Indians, — 
nmrdering  and  destroying  them  wherever  they  met  with 
them.  This  attempt  recoiled  with  terrible  elFeut  upon  them- 
selves. Treated  as  outlaws  and  pirates,  the  buccaneers 
took  up  arms  in  self-defence,  and  formed  amongst  them- 
selves a  formidable  and  singular  cambination,  possessing  all 
things  in  common,  and  mauitaining  an  inviolable  Sdelitf 
towards  each  other,  not  always  to  be  found  in  a  more 
civilized  condition  of  life.  They  became  a  terrible  scourge 
to  the  Spaniards,  spreading  themselves  over  all  the  western 
seas,  and  capturing  every  Spanish  vessel  they  could  fail  in 
with.     Tbey  invaded  and  pJundered    the  Spanish  aetdemeiiVR 
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ID  t^e  iiilauda  anc!  on  tbe  continent,  until  their  very  nfima 
became  a  terror ;  and  no  Spaniard  felt  that  he  was  safe  b 
any  part  of  the  New  World  from  the  spirit  of  desperete 
enterprise  which  poeseseed  these  formidnhle  adventurers. 

The  hnccaneen  had  their  settlements  in  various  parts  of 
;he  West  Indies ;  and  the  traveller  who  enters  the  land- 
locked harbour  of  St.  Thomas  looks  up  from  the  deck  of  the 
vessel  to  a  ruined  tower,  crowning  the  summit  of  one  of  thft 
three  pyramidal  hills  on  which  the  town  is  built,  which  i> 
still  known  as  the  Eaccaneers'  Tower.  But  Port  Boyil 
ame  the  gr&nd  rendezvous  of  these  freebooters  of  the 
Carribhean  Sea.  After  waging  a  sort  of  piratical  WW  fat 
some  years  with  the  Spaniarils  on  their  own  independent 
footing,  in  the  reign  of  the  second  Charles  the  buccaneers 
were  formally  licensed  as  privateers.  Under  Morgan,  thar 
diBtinguished  chieftain,  who  was  afterwards  made  an 
admiral  and  a  memher  of  the  privy  council  of  Jamaica,  they 
performed  prodigies  of  valour.  As  Sir  Henry  Morgan, 
Knight,  this  recklets  leader  of  the  buccaneer  forces  wia 
appointedtosncceedLordCarlisle  as  governor  of  the  island;  and 
the  colony  was  enriched  hy  his  followers  to  an  enormous  ex- 
tent, especially  hy  the  sacking  of  Panama  and  Portohello,  two 
ofthe  wealthiest  of  the  Spanish  eettlcments  in  the  New  World. 

The  wtalth  poured  into  Port  Eoyal  by  the  buccaneers  was 
incalculable.  They  intercepted  all  vessels  that'  traversed 
those  seas,  and  every  Spanish  ship  was  a  rich  prize.  If  going 
to  the  ports  of  the  Indies,  they  were  found  to  be  stored  with 
the  choicest  productions  and  manufactiires  of  the  home 
country,— the  glass  of  St,  Ildefonso,  the  sillta  and  serges  of 
Valencia,  the  porcelain  of  Aleora,  the  platillaa  and  cordage  of 
Carthagena,  the  peculiar  soap  of  Castille,  the  cutlery  of 
Toledo,  the  fine  wool  of  Spain's  merino  sheep,  with  the  wine 
and  oil  and  almonds  and  raisins  produced  hy  Spain  in 
common  with  Italy  and  the  Greek  islands.  If  they  weia 
returning  homo  to  Europe,  the  Spanish  galleons  were  loaded 
with  ingots  of  gold  and  silver,  The  disposal  of  these 
bnccaneers'  prizeB,  which  w  ere  very  numerous,  made  a  golden 
larvest  for  the  wholesale  merc^iwA-,  -wVWe  fna  t\(it  Mid. 
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rerelrj  of  tlie  sailors,  Kpending'  with  reckleiiB  prodigality 
their  share  of  the  plunder,  enriched  the  retailers,  and  the 
traffic  of  this  renowotd  mart  laid  the  fuunJiition  of  dowries 
for  duchesses  aud  endowments  for  earldoms.  "If  ever  there 
was  a  hope  anywhere,"  saya  one  of  Jamaica's  most  intellectual 
BODB,  Eiehard  Hill,  Esq.,  "  of  realizing  the  travtller'a 
El  Dorado, '  where  the  gold  grew  and  was  to  he  had  for  tha 
gathering,  where  urchins  played  a.fc  cherry-pit  with  diamonds, 
find  country  wenches  threaded  rubies  for  necklaces  instead  of 
rowan-tree  herriea,  where  the  pantiles  were  of  pure  gold, 
and  the  paving  atones  of  vii^in  silver,'  it  was  the  Port  Boyal 
of  the  buccaneers. " 

But  as  it  rose  in  opulence,  Port  Royal  sank  into  vice  and 
wickedness.  Rendered  profligate  hy  superabundance,  and 
reckless  hy  habitual  violence,  the  buccaneers  gathered  around 
them  all  the  worst  elements  of  corruption  and  depravity. 
The  inhabitants,  vitiated  hy  boundless  wealth  and  luxury, 
fell  iuto  a  state  of  moral  debasement  not  to  be  described, 
until  vice  and  immorality  of  all  kinds  became  rampant,  as  in 
the  ease  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  defying,  while  it  provoked, 
the  vengrance  of  a  just  and  holy  God.  At  this  time  there 
WHS  not  perhaps  so  wealthy  or  so  wicked  a.  spot  upon  the  face 
of  the  earth.  Ungodliness  in  all  its  forms,  crime  in  all  its 
developments,  abounded;  when,  as  in  the  ease  of  Sodom,  the 
uplifted  arm  of  vengeance  fell  upon  it,  blotting  it,  with  its 
excess  of  wealth  and  wickedness,  from  the  map  of  existence, 
and  proclaiming  to  all  generations,  "  Verily,  there  is  a  God 
that  judgeth  in  the  earth  ! " 

It  is  the  moiTiing  of  a  lovely  day  in  June.  The  blue 
tropical  sky  is  clear  and.  cloud  less,  a  scene  of  perfect  beauty, 
reflected  in  the  gently  roUmg  waters  of  the  Caribbean  Sea, 
The  glittering  white  sail,  barely  visible  in  the  distance, 
marks  here  and  there  a  ship  bound  to  some  western  port,  to 
discharge  the  rich  cargo  with  which  she  has  crossed  the 
Atlantic  basin,  or  running  before  the  trade  winds  to  pass 
through  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  where,  although  the  wondrous 
attributes  of  the  Gulf  Stream  are  as  yet  not  dreamli  of,  \t  ia 
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well  known  there  are  strong  currents  that  help  the  roariner 
on  Li*  homeward  way.  But  the  air  is  hot  and  sultry^ 
Although  the  sun  Las  nearly  reached  the  meridian,  no  refresh- 
ing sea-breeze  baa,  tlirough  the  forenoon,  rippled  the  slowly 
heaving  Burfaceof  the  ocean,  whose  watera,smoathandunbrokeii 
asaehelteredlake,seem  toglisten  fiercely  ag,like  a  silvered  mir- 
ror, they  throw  back  the  fervid  rav  e  of  the  glowing  orb  which 
pours  a  burning  heat  upon  every  thing  around.  The  leaves 
of  the  cocoa-nut  palm,  tliat  wave  to  and  fro  with  a.  grace- 
fulneaa  aU  their  own  when  the  cool  gentle  breezes  from  the  eel 
set  them  in  niotion,now  droop  in  perfect  stillness,  as  if,  under 
bome  powerful  enchantment,  they  bad  been  suddenly  divested 
of  all  elasticity  and  life.  The  duga,  as  they  lazily  creep  into 
the  very  narrow  strips  of  shadow  cast  from  the  houses 
beneath  a  nearly  vertical  sun,  let  their  tongues  hang  from 
their  months,  as  if  they  had  not  sufficient  strength  remaining 
to  draw  them  in  again,  Goata,  ordinarily  so  indifferent  to 
the  heat,  repair  to  the  grateful  shade  of  any  cocoa-nut  tree  or 
shrub  that  holds  out  the  pToause  of  protection  from  the 
scorching,  glaring  sunabine.  Ladies  in  their  dwellings,  so 
planned  aa  to  admit  of  the  most  perfect  ventilation,  and 
with  every  door  and  window  thrown  wide  open,  sink  down 
into  the  coolest  spot,  enervated  and  overcome  hy  the  heat. 
The  sterner  sex,  stretched  out  at  full  length  in  the  grata 
hammocks  of  Indian  manufacture,  or  lounging  in  easy 
chairs,  beneath  the  shade  of  the  piazza,  gasp  for  air,  or  else 
seek  relief  and  coolness  in  the  large  rummer  of  Saugaree,  or 
the  glass  of  punch  skilfully  compounded,  as  taste  may 
suggest,  from  the  well-repleniehed  spirit  decanter  on  the  one 
hand,  and  on  the  other  from  the  lar^e  jug  of  well-spiced  and 
sugared  timejuice  beverage  which  is  always  placed  upon  the 
sideboard  shortly  before  midday.  But  they  seek  for  it  in 
vain.  Notwithstanding  these  potent  remedies  they  pant 
for  air,  and  feel  the  atmosphere  to  he  intolerably  oppressive. 
Even  Quashie  and  Quamina,  Jupiter  and  Venus,  upon  whom, 
as  the  slaves  of  the  severa.1  establishments,  devolve  the 
activity  of  their  respective  households,  and  who  seem  to  bo 
rSif  ted  largely  with  the  fabled  properties  of  the  Bilatoander,  feel 
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the  hea^t  to  be  Bomewhat  inconveiiieiit,  and  exclaim,  ag  they 
meet  one  another  in  the  houses,  stories,  or  streete, "  Him  beiy 
hot,  for  true."  All  nature aeema  to  lauguish  in  utter  stagnation. 
Worried  out  of  life  hj  the  perverse,  impracticable  men 
he  baa  had  to  deal  with,  and  the  difficulties  of  his  position,  the 
governor,  the  Earl  of  Inehiqulu,  kas  recently  been  consigned 
to  the  quiet  of  the  grave  ;  and  the  administration  of  the 
government  has  consequently  devolved  upon  the  president 
of  the  council,  Sir  Francis  Watson.  This  gentleman  is 
seated  under  the  shade  of  a  wide- spreading  piazza,  ia  com- 
pany with  the  rector  of  the  town ;  and  they  agree  together 
that  it  will  he  a  very  good  thing  to  seek  relief  from  the 
overpowering  heat  that  oppresses  them  in  the  discussion  of 
a  glass  of  wormwood  wine,  as  a  whet  to  the  appetite  before 
dinner,  and  a  pipe  of  tobacco.  Little  does  the  unfortunate 
president  dream  that  the  glass  of  wormwood  wine  he  invites 
the  rector  to  share  with  him  will  be  the  last  taste  of  refresh- 
ment that  is  ever  to  pafs  his  lips  ;  that  the  pipe,  from  which 
he  is  puffing  away  clouds  of  emoke  with  so  much  enjoyment, 
is  the  last  that  shall  ever  be  lighted  by  him.     Yet  so  it  is. 

It  is  well  we  are  not  permitted  to  see  far  into  our  own 
future,  or  how  much  of  life's  ei'joyraent  would  bo  marred! 
While  the  cloud  rising  up  from  the  pipi-s  of  the  two  loungers 
is  slowly  curling  around  their  beads, — for  there  is  no  hreath 
of  wind  to  scatter  and  bear  it  away, — and  the  dial  indicates 
that  in  twenty  miuutes  the  sun  will  he  in  his  meridian 
glory,  the  smokers  become  sensible  of  a  gentle,  tremulous- 
motioD  beneath  their  feet.  TheLr  smirking  is  arrested,  and 
the  pipes  are  involuntarily  dr^wri  from  their  mouths. 
Immediately  a  more  violent  shock  takes  place,  accompanied 
with  the  hollow,  rolling  noise  so  familiar  to  those  who 
inhabit  those  western  isles,  and  resembling  the  sound  of  a 
heavy  waggon  passing  over  a  roughly  paved  road.  The 
pipes  drop  from  their  hands,  as  tijey  rise  alarmed  from  their 
Beats,  ''  Sir,"  says  the  rector,  "  what  is  that  ?  "  More  aelf- 
poBsessed  than  his  companion,  the  president  replies,  "  It  is  an 
earthquake  ;  don't  be  afraid  ;  it  will  soon  be  over."  Bnt  it 
is  not  iestiaed  to  be  so.     Those  are  the  \a%i  woi&ft  io  ^^ 
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from  his  lips.  He  is  never  seen  again;  never  heard  of  mora 
in  connexionwith  the  earth.  The  rector.as  soon  as  these  word* 
are  spoken,  and  he  realizes  the  Idea  of  the  calamity  that  it 
coming  upon  them,  rushes  at  once  out  of  the  piazza,  and 
makes  liis  way  towards  an  open  space  near  Morgan's  Foti, 
to  escape  from  the  danger  of  the  falling  houses,  which  be 
now  sees  crumbling  into  heaps  of  ruin  in  ell  directioue. 
For  a  third  ehoek  has  succeeded,  far  more  violent  thaa  tbe 
preceding;  ones,  shaking  down  buildings  of  all  sizes,  anil 
burying  multitudes,  crushed  out  of  all  semblance  to 
humanity,  under  the  crumbling  masses  of  stones  and  hritks 
and  timber  and  rubbish  which  have  fallen  upon  them. 

Earthquakes  are  amongst  the  most  appalling  of  tko^e 
destructive  visitations  to  which  men  are  liable.  They  come 
so  suddenly,  and  are  ofttinaes  so  terribly  fraught  with  wide- 
spread ruin  and  death,  from  which  tliere  is  no  pocsibility  of 
escape.  No  sign,  no  Bound,  heralds  the  approach  of  the 
dread  enemy.  The  earth  is  reeling ;  houses  and  building* 
all  around  are  tottering  and  tumbling,  and  hundreds  of  souls 
are  halfway  to  eternity  before  they  realize  the  idea  that  the 
loud  rumbling  which  filla  the  air,  and  which  they  have  mis- 
taken for  that  of  a  passing  vehicle,  is  the  fatal  bellowing  of 
the  earthquake.  More  them  once  has  the  writer  had  hie  pen 
arrested  at  his  desk,  or  been  suddenly  wakened  up  in  the 
darkness  and  silence  of  tbe  night,  by  the  ominous  sound,  to 
perceive  the  ground  trembling  or  waving  to  and  fro,  the 
windows  and  the  furniture  rattling,  and  the  house  shaking 
or  undulating  as  if  some  giant  grasp  were  laid  upon  it;  and 
to  feel  the  irresistible  conviction  rushing  upon  his  mind  that 
danger,  great  and  terrible,  is  impending  close  at  hsnd, 
which,  before  a  place  of  safety  can  be  reached,  may  close  in, 
bringing  upon  all  around  inevitable  ruin  and  death. 

So  it  is  with  the  inbibitants  of  the  devoted  town.  In  a 
moment  the  destructiou,  unthuught-of,  unavoidable,  comes  ! 
T'irat,  a  slight  trembling  of  the  earth  for  a  few  seconds, 
which  becomes  more  and  anore  violent,  until  everything  is 
shuddering  and  reeling.  A  loud,  mysterious  roar,  seeming 
to  proceed  (lom  the  distant  moimlsMi*,  »  "tnwi,  i^mf. 
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I     onward,  paralysing  the  energies  of  all.     And,  before  many  ^^^| 

i     Iiave  realized  the  idea  that  it  is  the  earthquake,  the  greatest  ^^H 

'     Dart  of  the  town  has  crumbled  and  falleo.     The  recentacle  ^^^ 


part  of  the  town  has  crumbled  and  falleD.  The  receptacle 
of  80  much  wealth,  the  scene  of  such  abounding  wickedoeEe, 
sinks  into  the  sea,  and  thousands  of  the  inhabitants  inatantlir 
diaappeaj,  literally  swallowed  up.  The  wharves,  piled  high 
with  spoil  and  merchandise,  are  engulfed  instantaneously  ; 
and  water  atanda  some  fathoms  deep  where,  a  few  moments 
ago,  the  crowded  streets  displayed  the  glittering  treasures 
of  Mexico  and  Peru. 

The  rector,  leaving  his  boon  companion,  the  president,  to 
his  fate,  gains  the  open  apace  near  at  hand,  and  is  saved. 
But  what  appalling  scenes  present  themselves  to  bis  view  ! 
The  ground  is  rolling  and  trembling  under  his  feet,  hut  it 
does  not  sink  from  beneath  him.  Close  at  hand,  however, 
he  sees  the  earth  open,  and  Ewallo  w  up  a  multitude  of  people 
of  all  classes,  who,  terror-stricken,  are  rushing  hither  and 
thither,  not  knowing  where  to  fly  for  safety.  Houses, 
stores, and  wharves, the  Qovernmcnt  buildinga  and  barracks, 
all  sink  before  hix  eyes,  far  down  into  the  deep ;  and  the 
sea,  mounting  in  upon  them  in  avast  tidal  wave,  comes  rush- 
ing with  stupendous  sweep  over  the  fortifioationa.  The 
church  and  the  large  burial  ground  disappear  in  a  moment 
beneath  the  waters,  while  coffins  and  carcases,  in  all  stages 
of  decay,  which  have  been  deposited  in  the  loose  sand,  float 
to  the  surface,  adding  to  the  ghastliness  and  terror  of  the 

Shock  follows  shock  in  rapid  succession.  The  air  is  filled 
with  screams  of  anguish  and  cries  of  horror,  mingled  with, 
and  partly  drowned  by,  the  rush  of  waters,  and  the  crash  of 
thousands  of  falling  edifices.  Large  fis.'-ures  opea  in  the 
earth,  and  then,  by  other  shocks,  are  closed  again,  burying 
some  persons  alive  altogether,  and  leaving  others,  maimed 
and  crushed  and  partially  buried,  with  their  heads  and  limbs 
appearing  above  ground,  for  doga  and  birds  of  prey  to  feed 
upon.  In  the  openings  of  the  earth  the  houses  and  the 
inhabitants  sink  down  tiigether ;  and  some  of  the  \a.\iteT  a.tQ 
driven  up  again  by  the  rasbing  in  of  the  sea,  anl  mM^A- 
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louely  escape  with  life.  This  iB  the  case  with  1 
gentleman,  named  Lewis  Oaldj,  who  is  swallowed  1 
engulfed  with  house  and  property, — by  one  shock  of  the 
earthquake,  and,  by  another  shock  that  quickly  follows,  ii 
thrown  up,  alive  and  uninjured,  into  the  sea.  Being  reseaed 
by  a  boat,  he  lives  for  many  years  to  adore  the  gracious  Pro- 
vidence that  so  wonderfully  delivered  him  from  a  sudden  and 
painful  death.*  The  sea,  as  well  as  the  land,  feels  the  throes 
of  this  great  convulsion  of  nature  ;  and  the  water,  which,  in 
the  absence  of  every  breath  of  wind,  has  been  all  the  morn- 
ing smooth  as  glass,  becomes  suddenly  and  violently  agi- 
tated, as  if  moved  by  a  mighty  storm.  Thrown  up  into 
vast  billows,  which  rise  and  fall  with  unaccountable  violence, 
it  drives  many  ships,  with  broken  cables,  from  their  anchor- 
age. The  "  Swan  "  frigate,  with  all  her  heavy  guns,  borne 
over  the  tops  of  the  sunken,  houses,  is  left  high  and  dry 
upon  the  land,  in  the  midst  of  the  ruins,  affording  a  provi- 

*  Thil  gentleman,  alter  the  catastroplie,  became  a  member  of  ihe 
looal  legiolatate,  and  lived  for  forty-four  years  after  iiis  wonderfnl 
delivenince.  Dying  at  the  advanced  age  of  cigktj,  he  wua  buried  ai 
Oreen  Bay.  opposite  to  Port  Boyal,  at  a  short  distuice  from  the 
Apostles'  Battery.  In  1B44  the  -writer  visited  the  spot,  and  found 
the  tomb,  built  of  brick  and  cnyered  with  a  slab  of  white  marble,  on 
which  was  scnlptnred  a  shield  bearing  a  cocti,  two  stars,  ejid  a  orea- 
cent,  with  the  motto,  "  Dicu  tur  tuiit."  Underneath  was  the  follow- 
ing inscription,  distinctly  legible: — "Here  lies  the  bodj  of  Lewia 
Qaldy,  Esquire,  who  departed  this  life  at  Port  Royal,  the  22nd 
December,  173<i,  aged  eighty  years.  He  was  bom  at  Montpellier,  in 
Franse  ;  bnt  left  that  country  for  his  religion,  and  came  to  settle  in. 
this  island,  where  he  was  swallowed  op  in  the  great  earthqaake,  in 
the  year  1692,  and,  by  the  providence  of  God,  was,  by  another  shock, 
thrown  into  tho  sea,  and  miraculously  saved  by  swimming  nntil 
a  boat  toolt  him  up.  He  lived  many  years  after  in  great  reputation, 
beloved  by  all  who  knew  him,  aod  mnoh  lamented  at  his  death." 
Fragment?  of  the  marble  had  been  chipped  from  the  slab  by  visit- 
ors. And  when  the  writer  paid  a  second  visit  to  the  burial  place 
with  his  two  daoghters,  in  April,  1867,  he  was  not  greatly  sminised 
to  find  that  the  tomb  had  been  entirely  demolished ;  and  only  jnst 
enongh  of  the  brick  foundation  remained  to  mark  the  spot,  and  ar 
the  eize  and  shape  of  the  stracture  that  bad  eoveied  Ur.  C 
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dentin]  refage  to  many  anfortunate  persoiiB  who,  saved 
tbemselyea  where  such  &  multitude  have  perished,  have  been 
stripped  in  a  momeut  of  all  they  poBeessed,  and  left  without 

n  a  shelter. 

!o  wide  spread  is  the  desolation,  that  only  about  two 
hundred  houses,  with  one  furt,  are  left,  in  a  shattered  and 
dismantled  condition,  where  in  the  morning  of  that  day  stood 
in  its  pride  the  wealthy,  gay,  and  busy  city.  Together  with 
enormous  piles  of  precious  merchandise,  ingots  of  gold, 
barrels  of  pistoles  and  doubloons,  and  tierces  of  ailyer, — 
common  almost  as  the  sand  in  the  streets,— the  city  that 
trafficked  in  violence  baa  eixnk  and  disappeared  in  the  depths 
of  the  sea ;  leaving  the  impoverished  survivors  to  take 
up  the  lamentation  for  her  that  was  uttered  over  ancient 
Tyre : — "  How  art  thou  destroyed  that  wast  inhabited  of 
seafaring  men,  the  renowned  city,  which  wast  strong  in 
the  sea,  she  and  her  inhabitants,  -which  cause  their  terror  to 
be  on  all  that  haunt  it !  "  (Ezekiel  xivi.  17.)  The  ruins  are 
still  visible  from  the  surface  of  the  waters  under  which 
they  lie ;  and  buoys,  placed  above,  still  marlc  the  spot,  and 
admonish  mariners  that  they  moiy  not  drop  their  anchors 
there,  lest  they  become  inextricably  entangled  amid  the 
etones,  and  brickwork,  and  massive  timbers  engulfed  and 
swallowed  up  by  the  greedy  sea. 

Terrible  has  been  the  destruction  of  human  life.  Fifteen 
hundred  persons  of  note,  including  the  president  adminiater- 
ing  the  government,  members  of  both  branches  of  the 
legislature,  ofEoera  of  the  government,  judges,  merchants, — 
nearly  all  the  principal  men  of  the  island, — by  one  fell  swoop 
have  disappeared,  with  thousands  upon  thousands  of  sailors, 
soldiers,  artisana,  and  slaves.  All  in  the  morning  of  that  bright 
sunny  day  were  full  of  lusty  life,  little  thinking  of  death  or 
danger.  The  setting  sun  ahinea  upon  the  waves,  where,  far 
down  below,  they  lie  slumbering  in  a  watery  grave.  Not  a 
public  building  remains ;  and  all  the  public  records  and 
official  papers  of  the  colony  have  periahed,  with  those  who 
had  the  care  of  them. 
Nor  ia  the  devastation  confined   to  tbe  prrndpA  ca.\!j  "A 
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the  uland.  There,  owing  to  the  peculiar  positioD  and  foniu- 
tion  of  the  place,  the  ruin  Bad  destruction  have  been  greatest; 
but  all  over  the  island  the  earthquake  has  left  the  »ad  traces 
of  its  terrible  power.  The  xocka  on  the  opposite  shore,  near 
to  Port  Henderson  and  the  Apostles'  Battery,  have  been 
rent  into  enormous  caverns  and  fissures,  from  whence 
Bulphuroufi  steam  ia  seen  to  gush  for  several  dajg.  The 
town  of  St,  Jago  de  ta  Vega,  founded,  like  Port  Royal,  by 
the  Spaniards,  is  well  nigh  destroyed.  The  well  compacted 
bouses,  built  by  Spanish  skill,  with  a  view  to  earthquake 
visitation?,  are  split  and  rent  in  all  directions  ;  while  those 
of  more  recent  and  less  careful  structure  have  crumbled  into 
heaps,  burying,  in  many  iostances,  the  unfortunate  inhabi- 
tants beueath  them.  So  it  is  all  over  the  island.  The 
buildiDga  on  the  plantations  are  shaken  down  ;  and  hundreds, 
crushed  under  the  ruins  of  tfaeir  habitations,  have  found 
their  graves  in  their  own  dwellings.  The  whole  face  of  the 
country  is  changed,  stupendous  mountains  being  upheaved 
from  their  foundations,  and  tossed  about  in  wild  conitiston. 
There  is  scarcely  a  mountain  in  the  island  that  baa  not  been 
altered  in  its  outline;  while  the  rivers,  too,  have  changed 
their  courses.  On  the  principal  road  tbrou,'h  the  island  two 
monntaias  have  been  lifted  up  and  thrown  together,  stopping 
up  the  bed  of  the  river  with  huge  masses  of  di-jointed  rock, 
until  the  waters,  collected  in  great  force,  and  raised  to  an 
overwhelming  height,  buret  their  adamantine  barrier,  and, 
bearing  all  before  them,  force  open  a  new  passage  for 
themselves,  increasing,  in  their  destructive  eweep,  the  horroro 
which  already  abound. 

These  are  but  the  beginning  of  sorrows  to  the  gull^ 
land.  One  of  the  historians  of  the  West  Indies  says, 
"  The  tremendous  convulsions  were  repeated  with  little  inter- 
missioUj  though  with  decreasing  violence,  for  the  space  of 
three  weeks ;  and  every  fissure  in  the  rocks,  every  cleft  in 
the  cracked  and  parching  eajtb,  was  steaming  with  sulphur- 
ous fumes.  The  air  reeked  with  noxious  miasmata,  and  the 
sea  exhaled  an  offensive,  putrid  va'^out,  ■«\ivc'tt  ieitTo^ed  «, 
great  proportion    of  those   destitute   ani.  "jntJtfi'iiwi.  Ni^oi^ 
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whom  tiie  convulaioa  itielf  had  cpared.  Xo  fewer  than  three 
thoosBiid  were  the  victim  a  of  this  dreadful  endemic ;  and 
the  few  surviving  inhabitants  of  Port  Royal,  who  sought  a 
refuge  in  temporary  huts  where  EiDg«ton  now  stands,  were 
yet  within  reach  of  the  contagious  cause :  for  the  dead 
bodies  still  floated  in  shoals  about  the  harbour,  and  added 
horror  to  a  scene  which  the  pencil  could  not  delineate, 
much  less  the  pen  describe.  Tbe  insupportable  heat  of  a 
tropical  midsummer  was  not  for  many  weeks  refreshed  even 
by  a  partial  breath  of  air  ;  the  aky  blazed  with  irregiatibltt 
fierceness,  swarms  of  mosquitoes  clouded  the  atmosphere ; 
while  the  lively  beauty  of  the  mountain  forests  suddenly 
Tanished,  and  the  fresh  verdure  of  the  lowland  scenery  was 
changed  to  the  russet  grey  of  a  northern  winter.  The  cane 
fields  were  disfigured  by  masses  of  fallen  rock,  and  presented 
to  the  eye  a  barren  wilderness,  parched  and  furrowed.  Thus 
vaitished  the  glory  of  the  mofit  flourishing  emporium  of  the 
New  World,  by  a  succession  of  tremendous  judgments, 
resembling  those  visitations  of  an  offended  Deity  on  some 
cities  in  the  Old  World,  where  an  iniquitous  race  was  over- 
whelnaed  in  sudden  and  unexpected  ruin.  Large  suras  of 
money,  arising  from  the  treasures  of  unknown  or  lost 
proprietors,  fell  into  the  hands  of  many  individuals,  and 
amongst  others  into  those  of  Sir  William  Prestoo,  who  was 
charged  by  the  assembly,  ten  years  afterwards,  with  having 
appropriated  a  considerable  share  to  his  own  use.  One  loss 
was  irrecoverable,  and  is  still  severely  felt :  that  of  all  the 
official  papers  and  public  recoi'ds  of  the  island,  whose 
toXJ  is  thereby  rendered  so  obaoure  and  incomplete." 
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DeBpODdiug  fear,  of  feeble  faucieB  ful], 
Weak  and  omnanly,  loasens  eveij  power. 


L 


fALPWAY  between  Hayti  and  Jamaica,  tKe  voyager  on 
the  Cambbean  Sea  first  catches  a  glimpse  of  the  blue 
mouutams  of  "  the  land  of  springs  ;  '*  (for  so  Jamaica 
was  called  bj  its  aboriginal  inhabitants ;)  the  towering  hilla 
of  both  ielanda  being  visil)le  at  the  eame  time  from  the  deck 
of  the  ship,  when  the  weather  is  clear.  But  the  first  land 
which  be  approaches  is  Morant  Point,  forming  the  south- 
eastern extremity  of  Jamaica,  and  stretching  out  a  consider- 
able distojice  into  the  sea,  so  low  and  dat  as  not  to  be  seen 
from  a  vessel's  deck  until  ehe  is  close  upon  it,  Morant 
Point  has  been  exceedingly  fatal  to  ships ;  many  a  gallant 
bark  having  struck  upon  this  treacherous  tongue  of  land, 
before  the  slow  progress  of  civilization,  and  the  still  slower 
growth  of  public  spirit,  in  the  Britiab  colonies  of  the  West 
Indies,  led  to  the  erection  of  a  light-house,  whose  beacon 
flame,  gleaming  over  the  dark  waters,  now  admonishes  the 
mariner  of  the  danger  upon  which  he  might  have  rushed. 
This  eastern  extremity  of  tbe  island  is  campriaed  in  the 
parish  of  St.  Thomas  ;  Jamaica  being  divided  into  parishes, 
several  of  which  are  almost  equal  in  geographical  extent  to 
some  English  counties.  This  part  of  the  island  offers  to 
the  admiring  traveller  nnany  scenes  of  surpassing  beauty. 
Looking  southward  from  the  low  lan^  of  bilk  at  the  eaateni 
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commeneemeBt  of  that  vast  cbain  of  mountains  running 
light  through  the  centre  of  the  island  from  east  to  west, — 
intersected  by  thousands  of  magnificent  ravines  and  fruitful 
valleys, — the  eye  ia  greeted  by  a.  landscape  of  Edeo-like 
grandeur  and  lovehneea.  Enclosed  bt^tween  two  ranges  of 
rising  lands,  in  a  fork  of  the  mountains  open  to  the  Bca  at 
one  end,  and  terminating  almost  in  a  point  at  the  other, 
lies  what  is  called  the  Plantain- Garden- River  District,  nine 
or  ten  miles  in  length,  and  several  in  width.  It  is  the  most 
fertile  spot  in  one  of  the  most  fertile  countries  in  the  world, 
and  ia  divided  into  a  number  of  sugar  plantations,  not  sor- 
passed  in  value  by  any  in  the  colony ;  each  of  considerable 
extent,  and  possessing  a  soil  of  inexhaustible  richness,  which, 
with  little  or  no  aid  of  agricultural  chemistry,  produces  crop 
after  crop  from  the  same  roots  through  a  long  succession  of 
jears,  without  any  diminution  either  in  quality  or  quantity. 
The  lovely  valley  is  seen  covered  with  luxuriant  cane-fields, 
and  studded,  at  distant  intervals,  with  massive  and  costly 
sugar  works,  and  the  commodious  mausions  of  the  proprietors, 
surrounded  by  the  dwellings  of  various  grades  of  estate 
officials,  and,  farther  off,  with  the  numerous  cottages  of  the 
peasantry ;  while  groves  and  avenues  of  cocoa-nut  and 
cabbage-palm  stretch  far  away,  and  extensive  walks  of 
plantain  and  banana  trees,  with  soft  velvet  leaves,  five  or  six 
feet  in  length,  and  of  proportionate  width,  that  cover  immense 
bunches  of  ripening  fruit,  each  bunch  a  heavy  burden  for  a 
strong  man  to  carry  ;  diversified,  also,  with  the  mango  tree 
of  symmetrical  beauty,  and  the  orange,  whose  dark  foliage 
contrasts  finely  with  the  golden  fruit,  and  the  differing  verdure 
of  the  star  apple,  the  tamarind,  and  other  fruit  trees.  To 
these  objects  an  additional  charm  ia  given  by  the  winding  of 
the  river  which  gives  name  to  the  valley, — its  course  clearly 
marked  by  immense  clusters  of  the  plume-like  bamboo, 
waving  on  its  banks  as  it  flows  onward  to  the  sea;  and 
that  boundless  ocean,  moreover,  reflecting  the  azore  of  a 
cloudless  sky,  and  extending  in  apparently  illimitable 
majesty.  Altogether,  such  a  scene  of  tropical  beauty  may 
weU  awaken    the  thought,—"  IF  thi*    earth,  c 
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Tuined  as  it  has  been  by  ein,  can  eiliibit  eucli  sttracHnm, 
how  far  surpansing  all  our  conceptiooi  tdubI:  it  have  beett 
when  the  Autbor  of  all  perfection  and  beauty  emiled,  ai 
gazed  upon  the  undefikd  works  of  His  bands,  and  pronouoDed 
all  to  be  '  very  good  ! '  " 

Toward  tbe  other  estremity  of  this  large  paiisb,  the 
traveller  gazes  upon  s,  scei.e  of  equal  but  somewhat 
difierent  graQdeur.  It  is  tbe  Blue  Mountain  Valley. 
By  the  side  of  a  broad  but  shallow  river,  whose  usually 
gentle  etream  is  Bwollen,  in  the  rainy  seasons,  to  a  fierce 
turgid,  tumbling,  impassable  torrent,  the  eye  reata  upon  t 
plain  dotted  with  sugar  plantations,  and  rich  with  all  the 
varied  and  luxuriant  growth  of  the  tropics.  The  upper  end 
of  the  valley  is  closed  in  by  the  glorious  mountain  range 
rising  abruptly,  and  in  such  prosimity  as  to  prodnis 
upon  tbe  mind  an  almost  overwhelming 
of  the  midst  of  which  the  Blue  Mountun  peak — tbe  bj^hsst 
point  of  land  in  the  island — is  seen,  a  euhlime  and  ato- 
pendous  object,  lifting  its  head,  often  in  cloudless  grandenr, 
and  always  fresh  and  verdant,  nearly  eight  thousand  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  sea.  But,  amid  all  this  loveliness,  the 
curse  which  sin  introduced  into  the  original  Eden  makes  ila 
influence  felt.  The  slime  of  the  serpent  is  here,  as  it  is 
found  more  or  less  defiling  and  defaoiug  everything  on  tbe 
face  of  this  lower  world.  Amid  towering  hills  and  very 
pleasant  valleys,  which  diversify  this  eastern  part  of  the 
island,  and  abo  Btretohiog-  out  to  tbe  eea,  are  to  be  found 
foul  swamps  and  deadly  naorasses,  hidden  by  the  evergreen 
mangriive,  or  covered  with  what  appears,  to  a  stranger  eye, 
like  a  field  of  rich  graes,  but  is  found,  on  closer  inspection, 
to  be  a  coarse  growth  of  reeds,  or  rushes,  from  the  midst  of 
which  arise  noisome,  invisible  exhalations,  that  infect  the 
atmosphere  with  malaria,  and  produce  an  abundant  harvest 
of  ague  and  intermittent  Fever,  and,  not  unfrequently,  other 
fevers  of  moft  deadly  type.  Beautiful,  hut  proverbially 
unhealthy,  the  parish  of  St.  Thomas  in  the  East  has  been, 
in  a  most  emphatic  sense,  the  grave  of  Europeana.  Few 
_parta  of  tbe  western  coaiit  of  ASt'\ca^B.-v6\>BMin«««>K«!&a 
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•to  European  health  and  life.  The  town  of  Moranb  Bay, 
occupying  a  picturesque  situation,  elevated  considerahly 
above  the  sea  uear  the  mouth  of  the  Blue  Mountain  Valley, 
has  been  long  noted  for  itB  unhealthiness.  The  graves  of  a 
lai^e  number  of  Christian  miasion&ries,  and  cumeroiu  mem- 
bers of  missiouarLes'  families,  both  in  the  churchyard,  and 
in  the  unpretending  burial  ground  of  the  Methodists,  bear 
«i]ent  but  eloquent  witnesa  to  the  deadly  character  of  the 
maladies  which  frequently  preyail  there.  The  writer's  memoiy 
goes  back  to  a  time  when  he  saw  three  memhera  of  the  same 
family  borne  to  the  grave-yard  from  the  Mission  house  in  a 
week ;  andviyidiehb  recollection  of  the  scene — as  if  it  were  but 
yesterday  he  looked  upon  it — of  the  anguish  of  two  parents 
standing  by  an  open  grave,  while,  with  quivering  voice,  he 
read  the  funeral  service  over  two  lovely  children  from  six  to 
nine  years  of  age,  who,  within  forty-eight  hours  after  the 
fever  seized  upon  their  tender  frames,  had  passed  away 
almost  together  from  the  stage  of  life,  leaviug  tbe  little 
bodies,  lately  bo  lovely  in  health  and  youth,  and  so  fondly 
cherished,  in  a  state  requiring  what  might  otherwise  have 
appeared  an  unkind  and  indecorous  haste  to  hide  them  away 
in  tbe  dost ! 

Morant  Bay  is  the  capital  town  of  the  parish,  though 
scarcely  equal  in  size  and  importance  to  many  an  English 
irillage.  Here  stands  the  church,  which,  in  the  olden  time, 
«re  xuissionaries  came,  (when  persons  of  African  birth,  or  of 
African  descent,  were  regarded  as  having  no  souls,  and 
forcoing  no  part  of  the  pastoral  charge  of  the  clergy,)  was 
the  only  place  of  worship  in  a.  parish  containing  some 
thirty  thousand  souls  !  It  is  different  now ;  for  several 
other  Episcopal  places  of  worship  now  exist  in  that 
parish,  and  also  a  goodly  number  of  Methodist  chapels. 
Here  also  were  found  the  workhouse  and  the  gaol.  The 
walls  of  the  latter,  if  they  could  find  a  voice,  would  bear 
witness  to  many  a  scene  of  horror,  and  echo  the  dying  groans 
of  many  a  murdered  slave.  Those  cells  have  also  resounded, 
again  and  again,  with  the  hyrans  and  prayers  of  tbe  im- 
piiBoned  mhsionary  of  tbe  crofs,  guilty  only  ol  tb&t  vi^aiii. 
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J8  the  worst  of  all  crimes  in  the  eje  of  a  brutal  slaveliolder,— 
the  crime  of  pitying  the  oppresaed  and  suffering  Negro,  and 
preaching  to  the  slave,  in  his  darkness  and  hopelesaneas,  the 
cheering  truths  of  the  ever-llessed  Gospel.  Here  also  ia  tie- 
court  house,  where,  as  io  every  similar  place  throughout  the 
land,  fearful  deeds  hare  been  perpetrated  under  the  pretext 
of  administering  justice,  and  the  law  has  been  infamooily 
perverted  to  sanction  wrongs  which  might  maki 
shudder.  At  some  little  distance,  somewhat  back  from  the 
main  street,  stands  the  Weslejan  cbapel, — its  proportions 
considerably  extended,  and  its  appearance  greatly  impro?ed, 
since  tbe  advent  of  freedom.  The  old,  humble-lookbg 
edifice,  near  to  which  stood  the  mieaion  houae,  was  erected 
under  the  auspices  of  the  good  and  unselfish  Dr.  Coke,  whose 
private  fortune,  doubtless,  contributed  largely  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  mission  here ;  which,  during  more  than  half 
a  century,  has  brought  life  and  salvation  to  thousands  ot 
the  benighted  race  of  Africa. 

At  tbe  beginning  of  the  present  century,  some  coloured 
local  preachers  belonging  to  tbe  Methodist  Society  ia 
Kingston  found  their  way  to  Morant  Bay,  and  gave  to  the 
swarming  multitudes  of  the  neig;hbourhood  a  first  opportu- 
nity of  hearing  the  truths  of  the  Gospel.  For,  even  when 
service  was  held  in  tbe  pariah  church,  (which  was  only  when 
it  suited  tbe  convenience  of  the  rector,)  its  doors  opened 
only  to  those  who  could  boast  of  a  white  complexion.  Divine 
power  attended  the  word  preached  by  these  humble  mes- 
sengers of  truth  ;  and  many,  both  slave  and  free,  were 
brought  into  the  liberty  of  tbe  children  of  God.  Messrs. 
Fish  and  Campbell,  the  missionaries  in  the  city,  soon  visited 
the  neighbourhood ;  and  one  of  the  most  fruitful  of  all  our 
West  India  stations  was  estahhshed.  In  the  face  of  much 
reproach,  of  violence  and  persecution,  tbe  foundations  of 
a  prosperous  church  were  laid.  But  the  enemies  of  the 
truth  did  not  rest  satisfied  inltb  mobbing  preachers,  annoying 
and  insulting  those  who  assembled  to  worship,  and  subjecting 
praying  slaves  to  the  gyve*  and  fae  cort-^Vt^.  To  MnT«sA 
Bay,  and  the  magistrates  and  pXa-nteia  o^  a^.TVomvaVn.'Cos: 
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East,  belongs  the  unenviable  dUtinction  of  originating  tbtb 
BfBtem  of  leffol  persecution  of  Christian  teachers,  and 
titUuiory  opposition  to  the  religioua  instruction  of  the  down- 
trodden Negro,  that  dishonoured  Jamaica  from  the  opening 
of  the  present  century  until  religioua  liberty  was  finally 
Becured  to  all  classes  in  the  British  West  Indies,  by  the 
enactment  of  the  imperial  legislature  which  broke  the  power 
of  the  oppressor,  and  gave  back  the  rights  of  humanity  to 
the  atave.  To  the  influence  aad  representations  of  the 
planters  and  magistrates  of  this  parish  was  it  owing,  that 
the  island  legislature  was  induced  to  pass  the  first  of  a  series 
of  oppressive  laws,  which,  through  a  suceession  of  years, 
caused  the  imprisoniaent  of  many  missionaries,  and  which  will 
remain  for  generations  yet  to  come  dark  blots  upon  the 
statute  book  of  the  colony. 

Fear  had  very  niuch  to  do  with  the  opposition  of  "West 
India  slave-holders  to  the  religious  instruction  of  the  Negroes. 
Their  own  safety,  and  the  permanence  of  the  system  which 
gave  them  property  in  immortal  beings,  depended,  they 
were  well  aware,  upon  keeping  their  slaves  as  nearly  as 
possible  in  the  condition  of  brutes.  To  close  up  every 
avenue  of  knowledge,  to  crush  out  the  power  of  thought,  and 
make  the  mind  a  dark,  dreary,  cheerless  waste,  where  ideas 
can  neither  spring  nor  be  developed,  is  the  condition  proper 
to  slavery ;  and  there  is  security  in  no  other.  There  is  a 
strange  and  scarcely  acknowledged  fear  always  besetting 
those  who  live  in  a  country  where  the  curse  of  slavery 
prevails;  a  dim,  undefined  consdousness  of  danger,  such 
as  may  be  supposed  to  haunt  persons  who  know 
that  they  are  living  on  the  crust  of  a  seething  volcano, 
which  at  any  moment  may  burst  forth  with  desolating  fury, 
scattering  ruin  and  death  around.  This  is  the  normal 
condition  of  a  slave-holding  community.  It  is  a  reign  of 
terror,  which  oft-recurring  attempts  at  insurrection,  however 
unsuccessful,  serve  to  keep  in  vigorous  life. 

Numerous  attempts  of  this  kind,  more  or  less  formidable, 
but  alwajs  greatiy  exaggerated  by  public  rumour,  ati^ei. 
&}iB  time  to  time  to  keep  the  white  populaVioiv  oi  Samiit^ 
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in  »  painfu]  {;tate  of  apprehension,  which  a  tri&ing  circam> 
stance  would  be  sufficient  to  increase,  until  it  became 
a  Biile-Bpread  panic,  agitating  the  whole  community  with 
dreadful  visions  of  bloodshed  and  outrage  in  a  thousand 
Btartling  forms.  And  no  part  of  the  island  was  more  subject 
to  these  panics  than  St.  Thom^  in  the  East:  for  nowhere 
were  the  horrors  of  slavery  more  frightfully  developed,  or 
the  poor  slaves  subjected  to  a  more  cruehing  oppression, 
than  on  the  flourishing  plantations  of  this  celebrated  sugar- 
growing  parish. 

I  The  incidents  of  our  tale  carry  us  back  to  an  early  date  in 
the  present  century,  when  the  preaching  of  the  Methodists 
ia  as  yet  somewhat  of  a  novelty  in  this  part  of  the  island, 
and  the  members  of  the  Society  are  comparatively  few.  A 
death  has  taken  place  on  one  of  the  plantations, — no  extr^. 
ordinary  occurrence  tkat!  It  is  a  female  slave,  worn  out  by 
excessive  toil  and  hardship,  who  has  passed  away  to  an 
unbroken  rest:  for  she  is  one  of  the  earlieitt  fruits  of 
missionary  labour  at  this  station.  Having  Bought  and 
realized  the  hallowing  and  elevating  joys  of  true  religion, 
through  faith  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  she  has  departed 
in  peace  to  join  the  blood-washed  multitude  before  the  throne, 
who  "  hunger  no  more,  neither  thirst  any  more,  neither  doth 
the  sun  hght  on  them,  nor  any  heat."  Her  Christian 
course  has  been  a  brief  cue,  (for  but  recently  she  iirst  heard 
o(  God,  and  Christ,  and  salvation,  and  heaven,)— hut  how 
great  and  blessed  the  change  which  has  crowned  it !— from 
the  blood-stained  plantation  to  the  celestial  paradise ;  from 
a  wretched,  unfurnished  hovel,  to  the  mansions  of  light  and 
glory ;  from  the  toil-worn  and  bleeding  slave-gang  to  the 
glorious  company  of  angels,  and  the  spirits  of  the  just  made 
perfect ;  from  the  horrible  discipline  of  the  bilboes,  and  the 
cat,  and  the  cart-whip,  and  the  wasting,  weary  toil  of  the 
cane-field,  to  that  "fulness  of  joy,"  and  those  "pleasures  for 
evermore,"  which  are  at  the  right  hand  of  God!  Who 
can  wonder  that  the  Qospel  should  have  proved  thrice 
welcome,  both  in  our  own  colonies,  and  in  the  southern 
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states  of  America,  to  the  deaponding  and  beart-cniBhed 
captive  P 

A  slave  can  own  nothing — not  even  Mb  own  body,  or 
the  worthless  rags  that  cover  it.  Body,  soul,  time, 
ISiboTir,  clothing, — all  he  ia,  and  all  he  has, — belong  to  his 
owner/  Such  is  the  unparalleled  outrage  which  slavery 
involves.  In  yonder  poor  hut,  which  she  inhabits  no  longer 
there  is  the  coarse  box,  or  trunk,  wherein  the  departed 
NegreeB  vtaa  accustomed  to  keep  the  few  scanty  articles  of 
apparel  she  used  to  wear, — the  cherished  Sunday  suit,  very 
humhie,  but  donned  only  when  the  coveted  opportunity 
came,  which  was  but  seldom,  of  bending  her  steps  to  the 
house  of  God.  Thia  box  and  its  contents  fall  now  into  the 
possession  of  plantation  officiids,  probably  to  furnish  the 
wardrobe  of  some  unhappy  creature  just  landed  from  the 
slave  ship,  after  a  miserable  and  eoul-aickeniug  voyage  from 
the  coast  of  her  native  Africa,  to  fill  up  the  vacancy  on  the 
estate  which  death,  with  so  little  regard  to  the  interests  of 
the  great  man  who  owns  the  plantation  and  its  slaves,  has 
recently  made.  Along  with  the  rest  of  the  few  articles  in 
the  bos,  there  is  found,  very  carefully  folded  in  a  fragment 
of  old  clotb,  and  put  away  in  a  corner,  a  small  oblong  piece 
of  paper,  upon  which,  in  addition  to  several  hieroglyphics, 
there  ia  printed  in  fair  legible  type  a  teit  of  Scripture: 
"The  kingdom  of  heaven  auffereth  violence,  and  the  violent 
take  it  by  force."  -  The  book-keeper,  one  of  the  officials, 
^so-called,  it  has  been  said,  "  because  he  never  eees  a  hook,") 
greatly  surprised,  takes  the  mysterious  paper  in  hand,  and 
examines  it  in  all  possible  ways, — back  and  frout,  right  aide 
Qp  and  upaide  down ;  but  he  is  altogether  at  a  loss  to  under- 
stand wfaat  it  means.  He  ia  juat  scholar  enough  to  spell  out 
the  pl^  worda ;  but  there  are  other  printed  characters, 
"  Matt,  xi,  12,"  of  which  he  can  make  nothing  at  all ;  and 
aa  to  the  few  marks,  evidently  made  with  pen  and  ink,  oa 
different  parts  of  the  paper,  they  are  altogether  a  mjatery, 
that  he  is  unable  to  fathom.  But  he  has  a  dreamy 
apprehension  that  thej's  must  be,  in  all  thlB,  Hom.Qtbmg  -^fivj 
wrong',  and  very  terrible. 
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The  acrap  of  paper  it  taken  and  shown  to  other  white 
officials  of  the  estate,  incLuding  book-keepers,  bead  mason, 
head  carpenter,  &a.,  &c.  But,  beyond  reading  the  printed 
words,  they  can  make  nothing  of  it ;  until  one,  a  little  more 
clever  than  his  fellows,  sacceeds  iu  spelling  out,  in  part  of 
the  writing,  the  name  of  the  deceased  slave.  This  is 
startling,  and  onlj  deepens  the  mystery:  for  where  could 
she  have  got  that  piece  of  paper,  with  the  threatening 
language  printed  on  it  ?  and  who  could  have  written  her 
name  upon  it  P  It  is  erident  there  is  something  very 
wrong  about  the  matter ;  and  with  all  haste  the  aaspeoted 
document  is  carried  to  the  overseer  of  the  estate.  The 
"busha"— the  Negro  contraction  of  overseer — takes  the 
paper  from  bis  subordinates,  after  hearing  the  alarming 
details  of  its  discovery,  fie  is  an  older  hand  than  they ; 
and  he  has  heard  more  about  the  seditious  preachiog  of  the 
missionaries,  and  is  more  familiar  with  rumours  of  conspiracy 
and  insurrection  than  his  subordinates,  most  of  whom,  adven- 
turers from  Scotland,  have  sot  themselves  very  long  landed. 
The  more  he  looks  at  the  paper,  and  at  the  inexplicable 
woids  and  marks  it  bears,  and  the  more  he  thinks  of  the 
strange  circum stances  in  which  it  has  been  brought  to  light, 
the  more  excited  and  alarmed  he  becomes  ;  uotil  at  length 
be  arrives  at  the  satisfactory  conclusion,  that  he  has  in  his 
bands  a  clue  to  one  of  those  dire  conspiracies  which  have 
ao  oHen  horrified  the  imaginations  of  the  planters.  For 
there  is  manifestly,  he  thinks,  some  dark  and  terrible 
meaning  wrapped  up  in  those  significant  words  about  the 
violent  taking  someihing  hyyorce. 

Inflated  not  a  little  with  a  flattering  idea  of  the  discovery 
he  has  made,^ — his  fancy  meantime  running  riot  in  scenes  of  In- 
surrection,burning  plantations,  militia  marchings  andcouater- 
marchings,  slaughtered  Negroes,  courts -martial,  and  miUtary 
executions, — and  not  without  some  glimmering  auticipationa 
of  honour,  patronage,  and  profit,  which  are  to  reward  his  own 
meritorious  sagacity  and  zeal, — the  overseer  gives  orders  for 
big  horse  to  be  saddled  with  all  possible  haKt<^,  and,  without 
the  losB  of  a  minute,  gallopa  off  witt  ^iVe  ca.'o'i&s.'tvc  ^'^tsi  'tn 
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r    the  residence  of  the  "custos."      (Such  is  the  title  of  the  ^^H 

chief  magistrate  of  a  Jamaicn  pariali:  Eomething  analogous  ^^H 

I      to  that  of  a  lord  lieutenant  of  an  English  countv.l     The  ^^^ 


to  that  of  a  lord  lieutenant  of  an  English  county.)  The 
hoar  ta  unseasonable,  (for  hy  this  time  the  day  is  far 
advanced,)  and  it  ia  a  question  whether  the  custoB 
will  see  him,  or  indeed  whether  "his  honour"  is  likely 
to  be  in  a  state  fit  for  the  transaction  of  public  busi- 
ness. In  truth,  after  imbibing  all  the  punch  and  other 
fluids  which  they  think  necessary  to  supply  the  rapid  ex- 
haustion of  physical  power  within  the  tropics,  some  of  these 
dignitaries  are  not  usually  quite  up  to  the  mark  for  important 
official  duty  in  the  latter  part  of  the  day.  But  here  is  a 
matter  admitting  of  no  delay.  Fit  or  unfit,  sober  or 
otherwise,  the  great  man  mu«t  be  seen.  The  name  of  the 
overseer  is  accordingly  sent  in,  with  an  intimation  that  huai- 
nesa  of  the  greatest  urgency,  as  connected  with  the  public 
safety,  brings  him  hither.  To  the  request  for  an  interview, 
so  enforced,  there  can  be  no  denial ;  and  the  visitor  is  shown 
into  the  great  man's  preaence.  The  strange  paper  is  pro* 
dueed,  and  the  circumstances  of  its  discovery  are  fully 
explained  to  the  legal  functionary,  who  looks  very  grave: 
for  be,  like  the  overseer,  can  make  nothing  of  it,  except  that 
some  awful  conspiracy  is  on  foot,  for  the  tracing  and  sup- 
pression of  which  prompt  and  decisive  measures  must  be 
taken. 

Having,  with  the  aid  of  the  overseer's  lo^c,  got  this  con- 
viction firmly  settled  in  his  mind,  the  custos  concludes  there 
is  not  a  moment  to  be  lost.  Special  messengers  are  at  once 
dispatched  to  summon  all  the  magistrates  in  the  vicinity  to 
meet  him  at  an  early  hour  next  day  on  very  special  busi- 
ness; while  other  messengers  are  sent  off  by  his  orders, 
(for  he  acts  in  a  twofold  capacity,)  to  assemble  as  large  a 
force  of  the  militia  as  can  be  brought  together,  at  the  court- 
house, during  the  night,  or  early  in  the  morning;  all  fully 
armed  and  accoutred  for  whatevec  service  may  be  demanded 
at  their  hands.  From  one  plantation  to  another  the  alarm  is 
sounded;  and  the  peaceable  inhabitants  of  t\ie  toviQaxes\,M\.\%4. 
ai  a]I  houTB  tbrougboat  the  night,  by  tVve   tioUy  ft^'dn.Kt- 


I 


^H    188 

t  bMHbed 


p  tus  uibsios  fibld. 


Bg  of  tten  wh>  eonpoae  this  force,  and  of  their  attendanti, 
nttling  thm^Ii  the  genenlly  quiet  streets,  as  if 
tti^  were  fidlowed  bf  a  parauing  army.  Soon  sleep  is 
from  all  ejea  by  ramoors  of  a  most  bloody  inEor- 
that  has  broken  oat  already,  or  is  on  tbe  point  of 
ont,  among  the  servile  popnlation.  None  can  tell 
where  the  danger  lies — whether  it  is  in  some  distant  part  of 
the  island,  or  close  at  their  own  doon :  hut  that  there  u 
da&ger,  very  great  and  immiuent,  none  can  doubt ;  or  nhere- 
fore  all  this  stir?  The  dawn  brings  no  relief,  but  rather 
adds  to  the  confusion  and  alarm :  for  more  and  more  of  the 
planters,  (who  chieBy  compose  the  militia  force,)  from  all 
the  estates  within  a  distance  of  some  miles,  are  seen,  with 
every  indication  of  haste,  harrying  through  tbe  town,  with 
their  eoldierly  eqnipmeats ;  and  at  an  unusually  early  honr 
the  magistrates  from  different  parte  of  the  parish,  followed 
by  Negro  boys  riding  upon  mules,  are  also  seen  driving  with 
ba^te  in  the  direction  of  the  court  house.  Every  thing 
seems  to  imply  that  a  crisis  is  at  hand,  which  the  authorities 
z^ard  as  one  of  the  greatest  importance. 

A  considerable  number  of  the  learned  magistrates  of  the 
parish,  with  the  custos  at  their  head,  are  aoon  in  profound 
deliberation.  What  serves  to  increase  the  alarm  among  tbe 
uninitiated,  is  the  fact,  that  they  carry  on  their  deliberations 
with  closed  doors.  All  approach,  eicept  for  the  privileged, 
is  carefully  forbidden  by  armed  sentinels.  In  this  conclave 
of  pariah  magnates  there  is  great  excitement.  All  are  anx- 
ious to  be  put  in  poa^easioD  of  the  particulars  of  the  horrid 
conspiracy  which  has  been  discovered.  When  a  aufGcient 
number  of  the  dignitaries  have  assembled,  the  business  is 
opened.  The  itnportant  paper  is  produced,  and  the  overseer, 
not  a  little  elevated  in  his  own  estimation,  is  called  upon  to 
state  all  tbe  circumstances  which  led  to  the  discovery  of  the 
eeditioua  document  before  the  meeting;  for  that  is  the  cha- 
racter which  by  general  consent  has  been  fixed  upon  the 
ticket.  Nothing  loth,  he  addresses  himself  to  the  task. 
Their  worships  are  duly  informed,  with  all  minuteaesa  of 
deiaUj  when,  and  where,  and  Koio,  \iae  ^a.'^m  ti»a  l<;ivuA. 
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Next  are  rehearsed  the  opinions  and  surmieea  which,  have  ^H 

been  entt^rtaiued  by  the  difTercnt  parties  concerned  in  niak>  ^H 

ine  the  diaooverv.   To  all  this  is  added  the  statement,  which  ^^ 


ing  the  discovery.  To  all  this  is  added  the  statement, 
has  faeeo  gleaned  up  by  some  means,  that  the  deceased  slave, 
nhoEti  name  is  on  the  paper,  had  been  for  Bome  time  in  the 
habit  of  going  to  the  Methodiet  chap^-I  at  the  Bay,  and  that, 
since  she  went  thither,  a  great  change  had  taten  place  in 
her  habits  and  appearance.  In  fact,  she  became  much  more 
reserved  and  thoughtful  than  she  used  to  he ;  as  if  she  hail 
sortiEthiug  more  than  usual  upon  her  mind.  She  now  took 
no  part,  as  she  had  been  wont  to  do,  in  the  dances  and 
revels  which  the  other  slaves  on  the  estate  got  up  occasion- 
ally. All  this,  of  course,  is  regarded  as  matter  of  grave 
suspicion  ;  and,  after  long  consultation,  there  Is  but  one 
opinion  among  that  sagacious  and  learned  body  of  magis- 
trates, that  it  is  a  caee  pregnant  with  great  danger  ta 
the  country,  and  demanding  most  prompt  and  careful 
inquiry. 

After  several  long  hours  spent  in  diacusaion,  (so  earnest 
and  exhausting  as  to  demand  a  very  liberal  expenditure 
of  wine,  punch,  or  brandy,)  it  is  resolved  to  send  out 
all  the  militia  that  can  be  spa.red,  a  sufficient  force  being 
kept  in  resrrve  for  the  defence  of  the  town ;  though  no  one 
can  say  what  possible  danger  threatens  it,  or  whence  any  is 
likely  to  proceed.  Further,  that  all  the  huts,  &c.,  belonging 
to  the  estates  tn  the  neighbourhood  where  the  slave  baa 
died,  under  sueh  suspicion,  shall  be  at  once  rigorously 
searched.  The  question  has  been  long  and  earnestly  debated, 
whether  a  despatch  shall  be  sent  immediately  to  the 
governor,  calling  upon  him  to  proclaim  martial  law  in  the 
parish,  or,  if  he  think  it  better,  throughout  the  island ;  but 
it  is  determined  that  the  further  consideration  of  that  pro- 
posal shall  be  postponed  until  the  result  of  the  proposed 
search  of  the  huts,  &c.,  shall  have  been  ascertained.  The 
necessary  orders  are  now  issued ;  and  it  is  with  no  little 
pride,  and  with  a  very  large  degree  of  bustling  importance, 
that  the  militia  officers  muster  and  parade  ttie  '[!i«^'>mie,t 
their  command  in   sereral  detachments,  \ieSoiB  ■HiSsdKm^ 
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forth  on  the  gr&nd  expedition  aasigned  to  them.  Still  the 
cause  of  these  Tarioua  moTements  remains  to  all,  except  the 
magiatratea  and  the  militia  officers,  a  profoond  eeoret :  but 
the  townspeople  are  additionally  terrified  when  they  hear  that 
ft  large  qaontity  of  ammunition  has  been,  served  out  to  the 
soldiers,  and  when  they  see  one  body  after  another  of  these 
heroes  marchiDgawaybydifierent  routes  into  the  country,  bnt 
mostly  inoue  certain  direction.  Business  is  entirely  suspended, 
and  a  vague  feeling  of  apprehension  is  prevalent  in  all 
minds. 

Meanwhile,  thedetachmentsof  the  militia  proceed  to  their 
destination,  and,  to  the  great  terror  of  the  several  slave 
gangs,  present  themaelves  in  all  their  red-coat  glory  on  the 
different  plantations.  With  no  excessive  affectation  of 
gentleness  or  delicacy,  (for  what  need  is  there  of  gentleness 
or  delicacy  towards  Negro  slaves  ?)  they  eiecute  their  com- 
mission, and  every  house  is  subjected  to  an  un ceremonious 
search.  If  a  door  is  fastened,  it  is  not  a  difficult  matter  to 
break  it  down  ;  and  if  a  box  should  chance  to  bavo  a  lock, 
or  other  fastening,  it  is  easily  smashed  with  the  butt-end  of  a 
musket.  There  is  very  little  to  examine,  indeed,  when  by 
this  summary  process  the  boxes  have  been  made  to  give 
their  contents  to  the  light ;  but  presently  there  is  much 
excitement  among  the  busy  detectives,  for,  sure  enough,  in 
several  of  the  boxes  are  found  scraps  of  paper,  not  unlike  that 
above  described,  which,  they  now  learn  from  their  officers, 
are  the  very  objects  of  the  search.  Each  one,  carefully 
deposited  among  the  few  articles  of  wearing  apparel  in  the 
box  or  trunk,  is  found  to  be  identical  with  that  seditious 
document  which  has  created  such  a  sensation.  From  one 
hut  to  another  the  soldiers  proceed,  now  wrought  up  to  an 
almost  overpowering  exceas  of  earnestness  and  zeal ;  and  their 
exertions  are  rewarded  bj  the  discovery  of  more  than  a 
hundred  of  these  papers  ;  the  owners  of  which,  one  and  all, 
are  taken  into  custody,  their  arms  fastened  behind  them. 
From  them  the  important  information  is  obtained,  that  all 
papers  have  been  given  out  by  the  Methodist  preacher. 
There  they  are,  &II  bearing  "the  aame  m'jBterio'iia  mA\W<ia&KXk- 
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ing  words,  "  The  kingdom  of  heaven  sufTerebh  violence,  and  ^H 
the  riolent  take  it  by  force  ; "  having  the  same  written  ^H 
marks  ;  the  only  difference  being,  that  each  paper  bears  the  ^^ 
name  of  the  pereon  in  whose  possession  it  was  found. 
"  What  can  possibly  be  more  plain  ?  "  say  some.  "  Here  is 
ample  and  uiiquestionable  evidence  of  a  wide-spread  conspiracy 
wmong  the  slaveo,  tit  the  head  of  which  is  the  Methodist 
preaober !  We  have  always  accused  these  parsons  of 
seditious  preaching  ;  and  here  we  have  proof  of  the  fact — 
proof  strong  as  holy  writ !  "  Who  can  describe  the  triumph 
with  which  these  military  gentlemen  eiult  over  the  magnifi- 
cent success  which  has  crowned  their  expedition  ?  And  who 
shall  picture  the  excitement  of  the  townspeople  f — not, 
however,  unmixed  with  a.  sense  of  relief,  when  they  behold 
scores  of  wretched  captives,  securely  bound,  marched 
into  the  town  surrounded  by  fixed  bayonets  ;  all  of  whom, 
they  are  assured,  are  the  leaders  of  the  insurrection 
which  was  on  the  point  of  breaking  out.  And  now  ramour 
with  her  hundred  tongues  is  busy.  Through  the  town,  and 
through  the  parish,  the  intelligence  swiftly  spreads,  that  a 
most  sanguinary  revolt  has  been  nipped  in  the  bud.  And 
soon,  through  the  medium  of  the  newspapers,  the  public, 
from  the  east  to  the  west  of  the  island,  are  startled  by  the 
intelligence  from  St.  Thomas  in  the  East,  that  seditious 
meetings  have  been  held  in  the  houses  of  the  slaves  at 
midnight ;  that  the  Negroes  have  been  corrupted,  and  led  to 
rebellion,  by  the  preaching  of  the  Methodists  ;  that  a  large 
quantity  of  seditious  papers  have  been  seized  ;  and  that,  by 
the  prompt  and  courageous  conduct  of  tlie  cu,itos  and  the 
nii^;i8trates, and  the  bravery  of  the  nulitia,  "beyond  all  praise," 
the  island  has  been  rescued  from  the  horrors  of  a  servile  war. 
It  is  deemed  advisable  by  the  anthorities  to  place  a  strong 
militia  force  upon  the  several  plantations  where  these 
papers  have  been  seized,  to  prevent  the  rising  of  the  slaves ; 
who,  poor  creatures  !  have  no  more  thought  of  any  insurrec- 
tionary movement,  than  of  attempting  to  uproot  the  Blue 
Monntains,  to  which  they  are  accustomed  dtdVj  to  ^^\.  tV^x 
^re&     Thej  take  alarm,  bowever,  and  wonder  ^^laX  bSi  ^^li* 
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commotion  is  ftbont,  and  what  is  the  ueaiimg  of  the  rude 
and  uncereinoniouB  searcbing  of  their  Iow]y  dwelUuga.  And 
they  are  Btiil  more  amazed  wheu  they  see  a  large  uumber  of 
their  fellows,  whose  houses  and  boies  hare  been  br<  iken  opeo, 
tied  and  marched  off  to  the  Bay,  The  venerable  magis- 
trates  have  been  very  busy,  in  consequence  of  the  important 
discoveries  made,  of  which  a  full  account  has  been  sent  off 
by  an  espress  messenger  to  the  king's  house,  at  the  seat  of 
government.  A  few  days  have  elapsed,  atid  all  the  justices 
of  the  parish  assemhled  in  special  session ;  jea,  and  some 
fi-om  the  adjoining  parishes,  who,  terror- strui.1;  by  the  reports 
in  circulation,  have  come  as  spectators  of  the  proct^edings. 
Not  a  few  of  them  loom  very  large  in  the  proud  adorn- 
ing of  military  costume,  being  holders  both  of  civil  and 
military  cummissions  ;  and  such  an  opportunity  of  showing 
off  in  the  blazonry  of  war  is  not  to  pass  uaiuiproved., 
Some  time  is  spent  in  preliminary  discossioa,  until,  all 
things  being  ready,  a  party  is  despatched  to  request  the 
attendance  of  the  Methodist  preacher  at  the  court-house, — 
strong  enough,  by  the  way,  to  insure  a  compliance  with  the 
magisterial  mandate,  should  there  he  any  difficulty  in  obeying 
it  But  no  compulsion  is  required ;  Methodist  preachers 
being  in  the  habit  of  paying  due  respect  to  "  the  powers 
that  be,"  as  a  part  of  their  religion.  The  missionary,  who, 
like  all  others,  has  been  studiously  kept  in  the  dark  as  to 
the  cause  of  the  nnusual  stir,  begins,  however,  as  he  pre- 
pares to  accompany  the  military  messengers,  to  ask  him- 
self what  he  can  have  to  do  with  these  strange  proceedings, 
and  what  sort  of  service  the  magistrates  can  wish  him  to 
render  on  the  occasion  of  a  conspiracy,  real  or  fancied.  It 
never  enters  into  his  mind  that  any  charge  can  be  made 
against  himself.  Beady  for  any  lawful  service  to  which  he 
may  be  put,  with  willing  step  he  wends  his  way  to  the 
court-house,  and  is  at  once  introduced  into  the  pn^sence  of 
the  "powers  "  awaiting  his  arrival.  On  looki  g  around,  he 
observes  that  a  deep  gravity  marks  the  countenance  of 
almost  every  one ;  and  it  is  clear  that  hia  appeuance, 
though    fully  expected,  has    oaased    no    little  sensation. 
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It  is  no  Bmall  trial  to  hia  modesty,  wlien  he  finde  bimaelf 

tbe  observed  of  all  observers  ;  and  he  Eoon  perceives  thut  it  is 
anything  but  a  fxiendly  gaze  which  is  directed  tonard  him,  by 
the  cudtios  and  his  asaociatea.  A  dark  frown  meets  hia  eye  in 
one  direction,  and  the  scowl  of  a  fierce  malignity  in  another ; 
while  the  conviction  forces  itself  upon  him,  thai),  whatever 
m&y  be  the  purpoae,  it  is  no  amicable  interview  with  these 
legal  diguitaries  to  which  he  has  been  summoned. 

He  is  not  left  long  in  doubt.  Alter  some  whispering  with 
hia  brother  m^iatrates,  the  custos  proceedH,  with  a  good 
deal  of  appropriate  circumlocution,  to  open  the  business, 
and  explain  to  the  wondering  miasioniury,  that  a  discovery 
hoe  been  made  of  a  wide-spread  conspiracy  against  the  peace 
and  welfare  of  the  colony  ;  that  a  search  has  been  insti- 
tnted,  which  has  resulted  in  the  seizure  of  a  large  quantity 
of  papers  of  evil  character  and  tendency  ;  that  many  slaves 
implicated  in  the  conspiracy,  in  whose  possession  these 
papers  were  found  carefully  concealed,  have  been  arrested, 
and  are  now  in  custody ;  and  tbat,  by  the  confession  of 
many  of  these  prisoners,  the  whole  conspiracy  has  been 
traced  to  bint  as  its  mainspring  and  source,  inasmuch  as 
they  had  received  the  papers  front  his  hands ;  and  that  he 
must  consider  himself  now  in  custody  on  the  very  serious 
charge  of  rebellion.  At  first,  as  the  speaker  proceeds, 
charging  home  these  serious  ofirinces  upon  himself,  the  mis- 
sionary is  astounded  and  overwhelmed  by  the  accusation ; 
thinking  it  quite  possible,  from  the  spirit  of  inveterate 
hostility  with  which  Christian  efforts  have  been  uniformly 
met  by  the  planters  in  this  neighbourhood,  that  some  wicked 
plot  has  been  devised  against  him.  But  the  tediousness  of 
the  custos,  who  has  made  the  most  of  this  occasion  to  dis- 
play his  stumbling  and  stammering  eloquence,  has  been  so 
far  favourable  to  the  accused,  that  It  has  given  him  time  to 
recover  self-possession ;  and,  long  hefor*  the  elaborate  and 
rambling  address  of  the  great  man  has  reached  itsfinale,  the 
guiltless  preacher  is  ready  to  confront  thi'  accusation  and  his 
1.  SeingcaUed  upoo  to  aaj  what  reply  bo  \iaatoms^«tQ 
•e  charge,  be,  Srst  ofalJ,  requests  perm.\B6iott  to\Qot  «.^ 
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Bome  of  those  papers  oraeditiouB  cbaracter  and  tendency 
he  is  accused  of  having  circulated.  A  lengthy  consultation 
now  takes  place  among  the  officials  on  the  bench ;  aod 
it  appears  there  is  no  little  difficulty  ahout  the  matter, 
For  first  one  of  these  gentlemen  is  called,  and  then  another, 
from  different  parts  of  the  room,  to  the  consultation,  the 
Tvhole  of  which  is  carried  on  in  a  low  tone,  so  that  nothing 
may  reach  the  missionary's  ear.  At  length  the  custoa 
aonoancea,  that  the  bench,  after  doe  deliberation,  and  with 
■  wUlingnesa  to  grant  any  indulgence  to  one  in  hia 
iituation,  have  agreed  ti  comply  with  hia  request;  and  a 
paper,  which  appears  to  him  surprisingly  small,  (conBideriog 
the  character  whioh  has  been  gives  to  it,)  is  handed  to  the 
accused,  with  the  intimation  that  it  is  only  one  of  a  large 
number  in  the  hands  of  the  magiBtrates,  That  one,  he  is 
told,  was  found  in  the  box  of  a  dead  slave  ;  but  many  others 
have  been  discovered  in  the  possession  of  living  slaves,  who  con- 
fess to  having  received  them  from  the  hands  of  the  Method- 
ist minister.  As  the  paper  is  handed  to  him,  every  eye  in 
the  room  is  directed  toward  the  missionary.  At  firat,  an 
expression  of  unutterable  astonishment  is  visible  on  hia 
countenance,  which  some  of  the  observers  regard  as  an  indu- 
bitable sigQ  of  guilt ;  but  in  a  few  seconds  this  gives  place 
to  the  broad  smile  which  a  lieen  sense  of  the  ludicrous  ia  apt 
to  call  forth,  and  it  becomes  evident  to  them  all  that  the 
black-coated  gentleman  ia  restrained  by  a  sense  of  the 
respect  due  to  the  court,  and  by  that  only,  from  giving  way 
to  an  esuberant  tide  of  mirth,  which  it  would  be  some 
relief  to  him  to  indulge. 

Not  a  little  surprised,  and  somewhat  offended,  by  a  result 
BO  contrary  to  the  expectations  of  the  grave  aasembly,  every 
member  of  which  haa  had  visions  before  his  mind'a  eye  of  a 
man  in  a  black  coat  swinging  upon  the  gallows,  the  custos 
inquires  of  the  reverend  gentleman  what  he  has  to  say  con- 
cerning that  paper,  and  the  others  like  it ;  and  whether  it  is 
true  that  these  documenta  have  been  distributed  by  him 
among  the  slaves.  Certainly  he  cannot  deny,  and  he  does 
aot  wish  to  disguise  it,  that  t*  s*-"**  ^^^-"^  ■5»-^ot  ■<»  "dvai 
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deceased  slave,  and  that  he  baa  given  oat  many  of  a  similar 
deBcription  to  other  persons.  Loth  free  and  slaves :  a.  piece 
of  intelligence  which  goes  to  confi-rm  their  worst  suspicions. 
But  great  is  their  astonishment,  not  unmixed  with  doubt, 
when,  with  smiling;  gravity,  he  proceeds  to  inform  them  that 
the  "  seditious  "  paper,  which  has  bo  alarmed  their  bonourf, 
and  spread  such  terror  through  the  parish,  is  aothing  more 
or  leas  than  a  Methodist  Ticket,  given  as  a  token  of  member- 
ship to  all  those  who  constitute  the  societies  or  churches  of 
the  body,  and  designed  to  show  that  the  holders  are  entitled 
to  the  privilege  of  Christian  comnounion.  It  is  amusing  to 
see  the  somewhat  stolid  features  of  the  chief  magistrate 
aBSume  an  eipression  of  blank  amazement,  which  is  shared, 
more  or  less,  by  thopc  about  him  :  but  one  or  two,  who  have 
wit  to  discern  and  appreciate  the  absurdity  of  the  whole  pro- 
ceeding, look  a  httle  quizzical,  half  ashamed  to  feel  that 
thej  have  been  betrayed  into  a  false  position.  "  But,  Sir," 
says  the  custos,  by  no  means  disposed  to  admit  the  explana- 
tion that  has  been  given,  "how  do  you  account  for  the 
highly  inflammatory  and  dangi^rous  words  which  we  find 
npon  this  paper  ?  Answer  me  that.  Sir  !  answer  me  that  1 " 
"  Most  readily,  Sir,"  replies  the  missionary.  "  Those  words, 
which  you  regard  as  inflammatory  and  dangerous,  are  taken 
from  the  Holy  Scriptures."  Here  looks  of  incredulity  pa-s 
from  one  to  another,  while  the  missionary  continues  bis 
explanation  ;  "  It  is  a  passage  which  contains  an  exhortation 
to  presB  into  'the  kingdom  of  God,'  and  to  'fight  the  good 
fight  of  faith  '  against  ail  that  appose  the  salvation  of  our 
souls.  Those  words,  Sir,  werd  certainly  ntver  intended  by 
Him  who  first  used  them,  or  by  His  ministers,  to  stir  up 
any  one  to  commit  violence  against  'the  powers  that  be.' 
His  teaching — and  ours,  we  hope,  ia  io  accordance  with  it — 
instructs  all  to  be  subject  to  those  powers,  '  not  only  for 
wrath,  but  for  conscience  sake.'  "  "  A  passage  of  Scripture !  " 
replies  his  honour,  "  no  such  thing !  I  don't  believe  it ;  I 
don't  think  those  inflammatory  words  are  to  be  found  in  the 
Bible ! "  A  Bible  is  called  for,  but  there  ia  iioue  at  Uimi-, 
and  while  one  is  looked  up,  (for  there  ought  to  be  one  ftooia- 
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where,  which  has  been  occafiioniilly  uaed  for  admimrtenng 
the  oath  to  witnesses  at  the  quarter  Eepsiona,)  one  of  tie 
magistrates,  a  Scotchman,  comes  forward  from  a  diatant 
comer,  and  saya,  "  Eicuse  me,  your  honour,  but  I  think  I 
remember  reading  some  such  words  in  the  Bible  when  1  waa  t 
boy.  1  am  disposed  to  believe,  after  all,  the  gentleman  is  cor- 
rect." This  leads  to  a  little  discussion,  and  by  the  time  it  it 
finished  the  old  tattered  fragment  of  a  Bible,  which  fomti 
part  of  the  court-house  furniture,  ha3  been  found.  Then*  i» 
not  a  great  deal  of  the  Old  Testament  left,  after  long  and 
rough  service,  and  only  &  small  portion  of  thu  New  ;  but, 
fortunately,  the  Gospel  of  Matthew  is  there,  or  as  much  of 
it  as  serves  the  purpose.  And  now  the  learned  magistratet 
are  astonished  by  another  discovery,  of  which  none  of  them 
seem  to  have  the  least  conception  ;  oamely,  that  the  strange 
marks, " Matt.  si.  12,"  only  mean  that  the  words  printed  on 
the  card  are  to  be  found  in  the  eleventh  chapter  of  St. 
Matthew's  Gospel,  and  at  the  twelfth  verse!  On  reference 
to  the  place  thus  indicated,  there,  to  the  sad  discomfiture  of 
the  learned  oustoa,  are  found  the  very  words  which  have 
caused  ao  much  dismay. 

All  this,  however,  does  not  satisfy  his  honour  and  aome 
of  his  compeers  that  there  is  not  something  very  wrong  in 
the  business.  The  esplanatiou  given  by  the  missionary 
shows  that  there  is  to  be  some  "fighting"  in  the  case; 
and  their  minds  are  so  prepossessed  with  visions  of  insur- 
rection and  revolt,  massacre  and  blood,  blazing  cane  fields  and 
bumingsugarworks,  that,  notwithstanding  what  has  beensaid, 
they  are  more  than  half- persuaded  that  the  issuing  of  these 
papersispart  of  a  scheme  designed  to  work  out  all  these  dread- 
ful results ;  so  the  missionary  iii  likely,  after  all,  to  eiperience 
some  trouble,  before  he  succeeds  in  getting  out  of  the  bands 
of  these  intelligent  guardians  of  the  puhUc  peace.  But  the 
Sotchman,who  possesses  a  little  more  penetration  andshrewd- 
nessthan  others  about  him,andwhois  less  disposed  than  many 
of  them  to  conclude  that  treason  and  rebellion  must  of  neces- 
sity be  a  principal  object  of  a  Methodist  preacher,  again  comes 
ferward  (rom  his  corner,  aiid,\a  aB\ioi:\i  ani-^Y'i^i-s  iiiiiiwa'tK. 
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his  learned  colleagues,  observes,  "Your  honour,  the  words 
on  the  carda  are  certainly  taken  from  the  Scripturea,  though 
none  of  us  were  aware  of  it  until  the  miisionary  showed  that 
it  was  so.  But,  whether  they  ar«  taken  from  the  Bible  or 
not,  they  Bcarcely  admit  of  the  construction  that  haa  been  pat 
upon  them  :  for,  although  Jamaica  is  truly  a  very  fine  and 
prosperous  countrj-,  yet,  with  all  its  delights,  it  can  in  no 
wise  be  called  'the  kingdom  of  heaven.'  I  presume,  there- 
fore, to  suggest  to  your  honour  and  my  brother  magistrates, 
that,  as  what  the  gentleman  has  sa.id  about  the  words  being 
in  the  Bible  turn  out  to  be  true,  aud  we  do  not  seem  to 
know  much  about  such  matters  ourselves,  and  as  no  overt 
act  of  rebeUion  has  been  committed,  we  may  venture  to  taka 
the  word  of  the  Methodist  parson  for  once,  aud  accept  as 
satisfactory  the  explanation  which  he  has  given  of  this  very 

BUspicious  businCBS." 

A  few  of  the  magistrates  have  hy  this  time  stolen  away 
very  quietly ;  the  affair  having  assumed  an  aspect  perfectly 
ludicrous.  After  a  little  private  consultation  among  them- 
selves, the  suggestion  made  by  tho  Scotch  gentleman  is  ac- 
cepted by  those  who  remain,  who  have  failed  to  perceive 
the  small  spice  of  irony  with  which  it  wa^  tinctured;  but  it 
is  considered  advisable,  that  the  custos  should  cover  the 
retreat  of  the  learned  body  by  delivering  a  suitable  admoni- 
tion to  the  supposed  culprit  before  he  is  discharged.  With 
all  the  gravity  and  impressivenees  he  can  comknaud,  the 
-chief  magistrate  proceds  to  this  important  task,  which  be 
accomplishes  to  the  profound  satisfaction  both  of  himself 
and  of  the  body  of  which  he  is  the  distinguished  head  : — 

"  Mr. ,  we  are  satisfied  with  your  explanation  of  the 

present  affair.  But  a  word  of  caution  may  be  useful  to  you. 
And  mind.  Sir,  we  have  our  eyes  upon  you.  We  have  no 
ohjeotion  to  your  preaching  to  our  Negroes,  provided  you  do 
BO  properly.  Tell  them  to  be  good  servants.  Sir.  Tell 
them  not  to  lie  to  their  masters,  nor  to  steal  from  them. 
Tell  them  not  to  be  runaways,  but  to  stay  at  home,  and 
mind  and  do  their  masters'  work.  Preach  this  to  iWmjSur, 
But  no  faith,  no   faith,  Sir,  i£  jom  ^\wao. 
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Don't  let  119  he&r  of  your  preaching  faith,  Sir.  No,  no  ;— 
lee^U  have  no  faith — no  Jaith.  Our  Negroes  must  not  be 
corrupted  with  such  a  doctrine  as  that.  Take  care  then. 
Sir.  Our  eyes  are  upon  jou,  Sir.  Take  care,  and  don't  let 
us  catch  jou  preaching  faith  to  tbem.  You  can  now  retire, 
Sir."  I 

The  miasionary  bows  low  at  the  conclusion  of  tint  i 
remarkable  address,  and,  "without  attempting  a  reply,  bend» 
hia  Eteps  homeward,  Tastlj  amused,  if  not  greatly  edified,  by 
the  unique  specimen  of  elocution  to  which  he  has  jost 
listened.  The  magiateriai  conclave  breaks  up ;  each  retiring, 
somewhat  crestfallen,  to  his  home.  The  next  thing  is  the 
recalling  of  the  militia  from  the  plantations,  on  which  they 
have  been  keeping  vigilant  guard  against  the  apprehended 
outbreak.  The  slave  prisoners  are  brought  out  of  the  stifling 
cells  in  which  they  have  been  crowded,  and  bidden  to  go 
back  to  the  estates  to  which  they  respectively  belong,  still 
profoundly  ignorant  concerning  the  crimes  which  have 
caueed  their  imprisonment.  The  excitement  in  the  town 
Bubsides  almost  as  rapidly  as  it  arose ;  business  resumes  its 
usual  course ;  and  so  ends  the  "  rebellion  "  which  has  spread 
terror  throughout  the  island  from  Manchioneal  to  Negri], 
filled  the  newspapers  with  wild  and  groundless  rumours,  and 
occasioned  such  an  amount  of  perplexity  and  trouble  to  the 
wise  men  of  the  east  in  Jamaica. 

N.  B.— The  Scotch  magistrate  became  a  kind  friend  of  the- 
mtHsionaries  in  this  part  of  the  island ;  and  it  was  partly 
through  his  influence,  that,  some  years  afterwards,  the  parish 
authorities  voted  a  grant  of  £100  to  the  widow  of  a  young 
and  laborious  missionary,  who  had  faEen  a  victim  to  the 
MoranC  Bay  fever. 
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sands  tboa  both  scpnlcliTe  and  pall, 


i^ella  ol  man's  woe  uid  fall,  his  ainlesB  glory  Qed. 

ffiBE  NOS  BOHUM.  Such  were  the  words  in  Komaa 
capitala,  about  an  inch  in  length,  and  cut  deeply  in  tho 
solid  wood,  that  I  found  engraved  on  the  massive  rail- 
ing that  separated  the  raised  quarter-deck  from  the  maiit-deek 
of  the  Teasel  in  the  good  barque  "  Hehe."  It  was  in  the  year 
1831,  that  she  was  bearing  me,  with  my  young  wire,  and 
two  other  mission ariea,  across  the  Atlantic,  to  the  scene  of 
our  intended  labours  in  the  isles  of  the  Carribhean  Sea,  where 
slsTery  held  more  than  three  quarters  of  a  million  of  human 
beings  in  ita  cruel  grasp  ;  and  the  yellow  fever  had  been  mak- 
ing havoc  of  the  missionary  band,  who,  in  the  face  of  bitter, 
relent  less  persecution,  were  toiling  with  self-denying  zeal,  to 
light  up  the  dark  path  of  the  children  of  oppression  with 
the  bright  hope  of  life  and  immortality  beyond  the  grave. 
The  "  Hebe "  was  from  London,  commanded  by  Captaia 
Lawaon.  The  owner,  Captain  "VVeller,  was  also  on  board, 
acting  as  supercargo,  and  looking  well  to  the  comfort  of  the 
twenty-nine  passengers  who  had  embarked  in  his  ship  for 
their  several  destinations  in  the  West. 

•"Sehe  no»  honum  I '  "What,  Captain  Weller,"  I  asked, 
"  is  the  meaning  of  this  inscription,  so  derogatory  to  the 
character  of  the  fine  ship  that  is  hearing  us  so  comfortably 
and  safely  to  our  new  homes  ?"  "Ah!  "  replied  lie,  "there 
is  a  melancholy  story  connected  with  tha.t  ioacri^feiTi. 
Tboee  letters  were  cat,  as  jou  see  them,  by  a  haul  *\iafc  wa» 
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cold  in  death  an  hour  after  the  inscription  was  completed. 
It  was  the  last  act  of  poor  Snelgrove,  who,  as  you  wiD 
doubtless  have  heard,  was  lost  overboard  last  year  on  the 
banks  of  Newfoundland,  when  the  ship  was  bound  to  New 
Brunswick.  He  bad  been  occupied  for  an  hour  or  two  in 
cutting  out  those  letters  with  his  penknife  when  the  accident 
occurred,  which,  in  a  moment,  cut  off  the  promiae  of  ■ 
devoted  and  useful  life." 

This  reply  of  the  Captain,  while  it  invested  the  few  aimple 
words  on  which  my  eye  was  resting  with  a  thrilling  interest, 
awakeiied  a  crowd  of  meidories  which  passed  vividly  before 
my  mind  ;  for  I  bad  hetn  associated  for  a  short  season  with 
career  of  usefuhiesa  had  been 
?e\\  commenced. 

About  a  year  before  the  inscription  first  met  my  gaze,  I 
was  one  of  a  band  of  some  twelve  or  fifteen  young  men 
aBsembted  at  the  We^leyan  Mission  House  in  Hatton 
Garden,  London,  all  of  whom  were  destined  for  employment 
in  the  wide  fitld  of  Wealeyaa  missions.  Several  at  them 
had  already  received  their  appointments,  and  were  waiting 
until  the  vessels  should  be  ready  to  sail  which  had  been 
selected  to  convey  them  to  their  spheres  of  toil  in  varions 
parts  of  the  world.  Ofhera  were  waiting  for  the  usual 
examination  before  the  Missionary  Committee,  having  been 
recommended  by  their  several  District  Meetings  for  the 
mission  work.  Several  more,  of  whom  I  was  one,  had  been 
already  approved  and  accepted,  and  were  about  to  return 
home  to  await  the  call  of  the  Committee,  when  openings 
should  occur  in  the  missions  to  create  a  demand  for  theii 


"While  thus  providentially  thrown  together  for  a  few  days, 
having  never  met  before,  and  certain,  when  once  scattered, 
never  to  come  together  again  in  this  life,  these  young  devo- 
tees of  the  missionary  cause  set  apart  each  afternoon  for 
mutual  prayer  and  Christian  feUowship.  An  upper  chamber 
of  the  Mission  House,  close  under  the  roof,  was  used  for 
this  purpose.  There,  many  a  hymn  of  praise  ascended, — 
Bweet  accepted  sacri&ce, — a.n4  mti.ti-g  Mi  Bstnea*!.  ^tk^kx  -kmi 
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poured  out  before  God  by  these  young;  aerrants  of  a  heavanly 
Master,  for  those  richer  baptiBma  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  whioh 
should  fit  them  for  a  Bucceasful  discharge  of  the  arduous 
duties  to  which  their  youthful  energies  had  been  consecrated. 
These  were  Beasons  of  holy  intercourse  with  God ;  times  of 
spiritual  refreshing,  to  be  gratefully  remembered  under  a 
tropic  sun,  or  in  the  frozen  regions  of  the  north ;  and 
probably  not  to  he  forgotten  in  the  annals  of  eternity. 

It  was  a  beautiful  summer  afbernoon,  the  last  of  the  week, 
and  the  daily  prayer-meeting  was  going  on.  Several  had 
already  engaged  in  prayer.  All  hearts  were  bowed  down 
before  the  Lord ;  for  a  more  than  ordinary  unction  rested 
upon  the  youthful  hand  that  Saturday  afternoon,  as  first 
one  and  then  another  and  another  took  the  lead  in  addressing 
the  throne  of  grace.  A  loud  knocking  at  the  door  interrupted 
what  was  going  on.  One  of  the  young  men  stepped  to  the 
door  and,  opening  it,  received  the  mess^e  that  had  been 
brought ;  and  when  the  verse  then  being  sung  was  con- 
cluded, announced  it  to  the  others  :—"  Messrs.  Daniel  and 
Snelgrove  are  required  to  go  on  loard  immediately,  aa  their 
vessel,  the  '  Hebe,'  is  now  getting  under  weigh,  and  will 
at  once  drop  down  the  river,  and  put  to  sea."  The  meeting 
was  broken  up,  and  the  two  young  missionaries,  afber  a  loving 
farewell  to  their  companions,  and  a'scompanied  by  their  best 
wiehcH  and  earnest  prayers,  departed  to  join  the  ship ; 
which  was  to  be  for  some  weeks  their  home  upon  the  deep, 
and  convey  them  to  the  scene  of  their  toil.  Little  did  they, 
or  any  of  those  who  were  left  behind,  anticipate  the  occur- 
rence that  was  to  consign  one  of  those  zealous  young  servants 
of  the  cross  to  a  watery  grave.  Into  no  mind  did  the 
thought  enter,  that  one  of  them  would  be  taken  within  the 
veil,  even  before  his  eyes  should  rest  upon  the  foreign  coast 
where  he  fondly  hoped  that  years  of  self-denying  usefulness 
awaited  him  in  the  service  of  that  honoured  Master  who,  in 
the  morning  of  life,  had  called  him  to  enjoy  tlie  blessedness 
of  the  great  salvation,  and  put  it  into  his  heart  to  devote 
his  life  and  energies  to  useiulneas  in  the  great 
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Gaily  sped  the  goodly  barque  down  the  ChanDel  with  her 
miEsionary  paaseiigere  on  board ;  all  aaiU  spread  to  a  favouring 
breeze.  It  was  hoped  from  the  favourable  commencement  d 
the  voyage,  that  the  "  Hebe  "  would  have  a  short  aad  pleaaant 
passage  to  her  destinalion  in  the  New  World.  But  changa 
of  winds  occurred,  as  they  ran  between  the  French  and 
Eoghsb  coasts;  and  a  rough  sea  with  head  winds  failed 
not  to  exact  the  usual  penalty  from  the  inexperienced  navi- 
gators, who  had  never  before  known  the  eSect  of  pitchiog  and 
tossing  upon  the  roUing  waves.  The  trouble  was,  howevsr, 
of  short  duration.  Tney  speedily  rallied  from  the  prostra- 
tion occasioned  by  sea  sicknesa,  and  were  able  to  gaze  with 
interest  upon  the  towering  oliSs  and  projecting  headlands  of 
the  land  that  gave  them  birth ;  and  which,  although  tbey 
were  voluutarily  leaving  it,  they  still  loved  ao  well.  At 
length  all  the  difficulties  and  hindrances  of  the  Channel 
navigation  have  been  encountered  and  overcome  ;  and  fondly 
they  gaze  upon  the  fading-  outlines  of  the  land.  Thetf 
hearts  are  heavy,  as  memories  of  the  past  crowd  upon  the 
mind  ;  nor  is  it  a  reproach  to  their  manhood  that  the  tear 
falls,  as  lingering  looks  continue  to  be  directed  towards  the 
now  all  but  invisible  spot  where  they  have  so  recently 
parted  from  all  they  hold  dear  on  earth ! 

The  rough  waters  of  the  British  Channel  have  prepared 
the  young  missionaries  for  the  rougher  greeting  of  the  Bay 
of  Biscay,  whose  great  rolling  billows  afl'ord  them  opportu- 
nity of  beholding  and  adoring  the  majesty  and  power  of  the 
Almighty  One,  of  whom  it  is  declared,  "  The  sea  is  His,  and 
He  made  it,  and  His  bands  prepared  the  dry  laud."  Alter- 
nate breeze  and  calm,  fair  winds  and  head  winds,  have  helped 
or  impeded  thtir  progress,  calling  into  exercise  both  hope 
and  patience  during  several  weeks.  The  gambols  of  the 
porpoise,  the  spouting  of  the  monster  whale,  the  changing 
hues  of  the  dolphin,  languishing  and  dying  upon  the  deck, 
with  the  treacherous  hook  in  his  jaws,  have  all  served  to 
relieve  the  monotony  of  a  long  passage  by  sea  ;  and  all  are 
fraught  with  interest  to  those  who  have  hitherto  been 
strangrera  to  the  wonders  ot  th.fi  ^eie^. 
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But  there  bave  been  things  of  a  less  pleHEaat  cbaraoter  to  ^^H 

diversify  the  esperience  of  the   missionary  voyagers.     The  ^^^ 

pAnfain    in    prtmmflnfl    nt  i.Tifl  vp^4fl>1  - — a   npnr   Tplntiup   nf  thn  ^^^* 


captain  in  commaDd  of  the  vessel, — a  near  relative  of  the 
owners, — it  a.  professor  of  religion  ;  but  not  a,  man  of  genial 
temper  and  Euavity  of  mannerE.  Habitually  rough  and 
repulsive  in  his  bearing,  it  has  not  served  to  improve  his 
temper  and  deportment  tbat  he  has  embraced  the  sour,  nar- 
row creed  of  the  Antinomian.  He  regards  with  scorn  and 
disfavour  the  young  men,  committed  for  a  season  to  his  care, 
who  are  going  to  a  distant  part  of  the  world  aa  the  heralds 
of  the  Gospel,  because  theirs  is  a  mesEage  viihich  proclaims 
universal  redemption,  and  teaches, — 


Forgetting  the  courtesy  due  to  bis  missionary  guests,  he 
frequently  indulges  his  sour,  unamiable  disposition  by  scoff- 
iiig  at  truths  which  they  hold  most  dear  and  important ; 
and  forces  them,  unwilliogly,  into  controversial  discussions 
they  would  gladly  have  avoided.  This  goes  on  for  several 
weeks,  grievously  interfering  with  the  comfort  of  the  young 
men,  and  throwing  an  aspect  of  gloom  over  what  might 
otherwise  have  been  a  pleasant  voyage. 

Now  they  approach  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  and  the 
weather,  which  has  hitherto  been  comparatively  calm  and 
pleasant,  becomes  rough  and  stormy.  Fierce  gales  succeed 
the  balmy  breezes  that  have  wafted  them  on  their  course ; 
and  the  vessel  b  tossed  and  tumbled  about  like  a  feather  on 
the  waves.  Day  after  day  the  fierce  sou'-wester  stirs  up  the 
depth  of  ocean,  until  the  vast  billows  rolling  past  remind 
the  beholders  of  the  expression  they  have  often  met  with, — 
"the  waves  ranning  mountains  high."  Driven  from  the 
cabin  to  escape  the  coarse  dogmatism  of  the  captain,  who 
persists  in  forcing  upon  them  discussions  with  which  they 
have  become  wearied  and  disgusted,  the  younger  of  the  two 
missionaries,  more  sensitive  than  his  sedate  companioa 
one  memorable  aftemaon  betakes  himself  after  di 
quarter-deck,  preferring  the  loud  roaring  oS  tte  wm^fij 
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the  nging  of  the  sea,  to  aiigrj  and  intoJerant  theological  1 
diepatations ;  aud  Beeke  relief  to  his  chafed  and  harassed 
spirit  in  carving  the  words  which  afterwards  arrested  my 
attention,  "  Hebe nonhonum, ;"  giving  eipreesion  in  this  way 
to  the  feeling  of  discomfort  and  displeasure  which  for  the 
moment  oppressed  bis  mind.  It  is  with  difBculty  he  has 
kept  his  feet  bj  clinging  to  the  rail,  owing  to  the  violem 
rolling  of  the  ship.  When  the  aelf-imposed  task  is  com- 
pleted, returning  the  knife  to  his  pocket,  he  gazes  moodily 
for  a  few  moments  upon  the  inscription,  and  then  takes  hi« 
Beat  npoD  the  hencoops  which  line  the  bulwarks  on  either 
side  of  the  quarter-deck,  containing  ducks  and  poultry,  etc., 
destined  to  minister  to  the  comfort  of  the  passengera.  Wave 
after  wave  rolls  on,  now  bearing  the  ship  high  upon  their 
crest,  and  again  almost  burying  her  out  of  sight  as  she  siukd 
'  into  the  trough  of  the  angry  sea. 

For  a.  few  moments  the  young  missionary  sits  gazing 
upon  the  wide  waste  of  rushing  waters,  and  listening  to  the 
roar  of  the  gale  as  it  howls  through  the  rigging  above  his 
head,  himself  the  only  occupant  of  the  quarter-deck,  except 
the  mate  in  charge  of  the  vessel  and  the  man  at  the  wheeL 
Perceiving  the  near  approach  of  a  wave  of  atupeudous 
magnitude  that  is  rushing  towards  the  ship,  he  rises  hastUy 
&om  his  seat  to  go  below,  and  makes  a  dash  at  the  com- 
panion stair  head,  hoping  to  gain  footing  and  shelter  there 
hefore  the  threatening  billows  should  break  againat  the 
vessel.  But  just  as  he  rises  the  vessel  takes  a  violent  lurch, 
ainking  into  the  deep  trough  of  the  sea  until  her  bulwarks 
almost  touch  the  water.  She  rests  for  a  moment  on  her 
'  beam  ends,  her  deck  being  almost  perpendicular  with  the 
\  raging  tide.  Pitched  violently  forward  by  the  sudden 
r  motion  of  the  ship,  he  misses  his  aim,  shoots  past  the  com- 
panion place,  and  in  a  moment  plunges  head  foremost  into 
the  raging  element. 

"  Man  overboard,"  is  the  appalling  cry  that  rings  through 
the  ship,  and  all  haads  immediately  rush  on  deck.  Hen- 
coops are  cut  loose,  and  with  the  chairs  scattered  about  are 
thrown  overboard,  for  the  dtowmiig  man.  \«  ^caa^  sVa^iVa 
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rise  to  the  surface ;  and  all  on  board  rush  aft  to  afford  aJl 
the  help  that  may  be  in  their  power. 

Bub  no  heJp  is  of  any  avail.  No  host  could  live  two 
mmutes  in  tho^e  tronbled  waters.  If  the  tost  one  ever  came 
to  the  surface  of  that  troubled  ragiug  sea,  no 
oaught  a  glimpse  of  bin).  Only  his  hat  con  be  e 
neaf  the  spot  where  he  has  been  engulfed.  He  has  passed 
away  far  beyond  mortal  ken,  and  in  the  full  vigour  of  young 
and  lusty  life  has  sunk  into  an  ocean  grave.  He  has  left  his 
companion  to  go  alone  to  that  which  had  been  marked  out 
as  the  scene  of  their  united  toil,  and  a  large  circle  of  loving 
friends  to  mourn  over  the  uneipected  intelligence  of  the  loss 
they  have  sustained  in  his  early  removal  to  the  land  of  the 
Ideaaed,  Dark  and  inscrutable  are  the  ways  of  God,  We 
cannot  now  understand  why  the  Great  and  Holy  One  should 
thus  snatch  away  the  young  missionary  to  his  rest,  before  he 
could  enter  upon  his  work.  But  He  doeth  all  things  wisely 
and  well.  By  and  by  wo  shall  aee  clearly,  aa  we  cannot  see 
now,  that  this  painful  dispensation  of  Providence  that 
deprived  the  church  of  a  valuable  missionary  agent,  and  sent 
sorrow  and  anguish  to  many  hearts,  was  ruled  by  unerring 
wiadom  and  infinite  love. 
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xni. 

TELLOW-FEVER  VICTIMS. 

Thet  who  die  in  Chriat  are  bleat ; 
Oars  ba,  then,  do  thought  of  grieving  I 
Sweetly  with  their  God  they  rest, 
All  their  toils  and  troublea  leftving. 
So  be  onrt<  the  faith  that  anveth, 
Hope  that  BTerj  trial  braveth, 
Love  that  to  the  ead  endareth, 
And,  through  Ohriat,  ibe  crown  gecureth  1 

Biaaop  DoASE. 

fFTEB  B  voyage  of  more  tbfln  sixty  da.ya  from 
Thames,  the  good  ship  "  Atlantic "  reaches  her 
destination,  bearing  three  young  men,  and  the  wife 
of  one  of  them,  to  the  scene  of  their  allotted  toil  in  the  slave 
land  of  Jamaica. 

Having  dropped  her  anchor  for  a  few  hours  during  the 
night  at  Port  Royal,  she  has  taken  advantage  of  the  land 
breeze  to  make  her  way  through  the  narrow,  circuitous 
channel  to  Kingston  ;  and  while  the  morning  is  yet  young, 
takes  up  the  berth  assigned  to  her  by  tlie  imperative  official 
fltyled  the  harbour  master.  A  shore  beat  shortly  receives 
the  passengers,  with  the  few  articles  of  baggage  they  are 
able  to  take  on  shore  with  them ;  and  in  a  lew  moments 
they  find  themselves  on  the  wharf.  How  new  and  strange 
is  the  scene  !  They  are  surrounded  by  piles  of  lumber,  with 
numerous  hogsheads  of  sugar,  and  puncheons  of  rum,  that 
balf  naked  Negro  slaves  are  rolling  towards  a  ship  lying 
dose  to  the  wharf.  The  crew  are  bueily  occupied  in  hoisting 
them  on  board,  to  the  tune  of  some  favourite  nautical 
melody,  which  serves  to  animate  and  lighten  their  toil. 
Threading  their  way  with  care  over  small  pools  of 
■  tiiathave  drained  from  the  augat  casta,  tW^  ewji 


^ 
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into  a    narrow   street,   where  a    decent-looking    coloured       ^H 
woman,  beaming  their  inquiriee  for  the  Methodist  misBion        ^H 
house,  and  justly  concliidinw  irom  their  appearance  that  it  ia         ^^ 
a  band  ol  new  misBionariea  who  have  arrived,  steps  forward, 
and  with  respectful  curtsey  and  Bmiling  face,  volunteers  her 
services  to  conduct  them  to  the  place  they  wish  to  find.  ^^ 

Tbe  streets  are  heavy  with  ^and,  and  the   full  tide  of       ^H 
tropical  heat  pours  down  upon  them,  as  they  slowly  follow       ^^M 
their   guide,  who  has  pressed  two  or  three  of  her  sable       ^| 
acquaintances  into  the  service  ;  making  them  take  charge  of 
the  packages  which  the  voyagers  have  brought  ashore  with 
tliem.     In  a  quarter  of  an  hour  they  find  themselves  in  a 
fine  square  of  considerable  extent.     On  the  eastern  side  a        ^H 
large  house,  with  green  jalousies  stretching  across  the  entire       ^H 
&ont,  is  pointed  out  to  them  as  the  chapel.     The  woman       ^H 
turns  round,  as  she  directs  their  attention  to  it,  and  exhibiting        ^^ 
in  her  pleasure  a  set  of  glittering  ivory  teeth,  informs  them, 
"Me  member  of  the  society  too,  raaasa.     Me  hope  minister 
and  missis  hab  one  pleasant  voyage.     Me  glad  for  true  to        ^^ 
see  minister  come  for  teach  me  de  way  to  hebben,"  ^H 

Ascending  some  steps,  through  a  broad  gateway,  they  ^^M 
pass  between  two  wide  staircases,  which  they  are  informed  ^^M 
lead  up  into  the  chapel,  and  enter  the  mission  house  on  the 
ground  floor.  They  are  warmly  greeted  by  the  occupants  of 
the  dwelling,  even  before  they  can  present  the  letters  of 
which  they  are  the  bearers  from  the  connexional  authorities 
nnder  whose  auspices  they  have  left  their  homes,  to  enter 
upon  a  field  of  usefulness  in  a  far  distant  foreign  land.  Very 
speedily  a  multitude  of  visitors  are  flocking  around  to 
welcome  them ;  for  the  news  has  rapidly  spread,  tax  and 
wide  in  the  city,  that  some  new  missionaries  have  arrived 
from  England,  Many  a  warm  shake  of  the  hand  and  many 
a  tear-bedewed  cheek  bear  witness  to  the  heart-felt  joy  with 
which  their  presence  ia  bailed.  It  is  with  very  strange  and 
mingled  emotions  that  the  young  missionaries,  and  tbe  fair 
youthful  companion  of  their  voyage,  regard  tbe  dusky  faces, 
which,  full  of  animation,  and  radiant  with  pleasure,  Bunoimd 
item  oa  every  side. 


ky  faces,    ^^m 
lunoimd    ^^H 
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These  visitors  are  the  free  people,  who  thus  haeten  on  ' 
wings  of  love  to  welcome  the  miaBionaries  ftmoDg  themj 
their  time  beuig  at  their  own  disposal.  By  and  bj  o 
and  another,  with  timid  faltering  steps,  present  themselvci 
at  the  door,  to  look  ia  upon  "the  new  ministers  and  the 
lady."  These  they  learn  are  children  of  bondage, — slatss 
belonging  to  families  in  the  city ;  who,  sent  upon  some 
errand,  haTe  ventm^  to  step  a  little  out  of  the  way  "just  to 
look  at  massa  minister."  Some  of  them  have  to  bear  no 
small  amount  of  ill  usage  at  the  lianda  of  unfeeling  owners, 
who  seek  to  cure  their  love  of  prayer,  and  drive  religion  out 
of  them,  by  the  free  use  of  tlie  "  cat." 

The  new  comers  are  not  long  in  learning  that  it  is  no 
easy  service  to  which  they  are  devoted,  and  that  they  have 
come  to  a  land  where  bigotry  and  persecution  are  rampant. 
The  several  attempts  which  have  been  made  by  the  legink- 
ture  of  the  colony  to  hinder,  by  statute,  the  benevolent 
efforts  of  missionaries  to  enlighten  and  elevate  the  down- 
trodden children  of  Africa  by  the  benign  influences  of  the 
Gospel,  have  been  baffled  by  a  timely  appeal  to  the  justice 
and  tolerant  feelings  of  the  sovereign.  But  the  municipal 
authorities  of  the  city,  whose  charter  exempts  them  from  the 
immediate  control  of  the  crown,  and  gives  them  power  to 
make  ordinances  for  the  government  of  the  city,  have  been 
stirred  up  to  abuse  that  power  for  evil  purposes,  A  city 
ordinance  now  exists  that  prevents  any  religious  service 
being  held  in  the  city  before  sunrise  or  after  sunset,  under 
heavy  penalties.  This  intolerant  law  has  the  designed  e£f<;ct 
of  almost  entirely  cutting  off  the  slaves  in  the  city  from  the 
opportunity  of  worship  or  instruction.  Spies  are  ever  on  the 
watch  to  observe,  and  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  authorities, 
any  iufringement  of  this  oppressive  enactment. 

No  disposition  is  cherished  by  the  missionaries  to  oppose 
the  authority  so  wantonly  eseroised,  however  they  may 
groan  under  the  oppression  to  which  they  and  their  people 
are  subjected ;  and  they  submit,  commending  their  cause  to 
God,  and  hoping  for  better  days.  The  arrival  of  the  new 
missionaries  is  hailed  by  kimdveds  ■w\l'\x  ftiiXrfaji'Ovsm  wii  ^i-^. 
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beigtitened  by  the  diBcovery  that  both  the  lady  and  her 
husband  have  escellent  voices,  well  trained  in  the  sweet 
melodies  of  thtjse  gloriouB  Wesley  hymna,  whose  lofty, 
glowing  etrains  have  cheered  and  animated  thonsands  in  the 
Borrows  of  life  and  the  vale  of  death,  and  helped  to  plume 
the  wings  of  many  a  departing  spirit  in  its  last  triumphant 
flight  to  the  paradise  of  God. 

The  httle  mission  party  aasemhled  in  the  afternoon  in  the 
ordinary  sitting  room,  have  sung  together  many  a  familiar 
tune,  to  which  the  new  harmonious  voices  lent  an  addi- 
tdonal  charm ;  and  many  a  new  strain,  adapted  to  bring 
forth  with  greater  sweetness  and  power  the  true  poetry  of 
those  beautiful  hymns,  has  helped  to  beguile  the  hours  and 
prodnce  forgetfulneas  of  all  earthly  sorrow  and  ewe. 

Ab  the  thriUing  melody  ascends, — 

"  To  patient  taith  tbo  prize  ie  Buie; 
And  all  that  to  tlio  end  enilurii 

The  erosa  ahall  wear  the  crown," 

— the  enjoyment  of  the  party  is  rudely  disturbed  hy  the 
abrupt  entrance  of  several  officials  of  the  law,  including  one 
of  the  city  magistrates,  who,  directing  their  attention  to  the 
fact  that  a  few  minutes  have  passed  beyond  the  hour  when 
the  law  allows  a  religious  service  to  be  held,  proceed  at  once 
to  take  Messrs.  G.  and  K.,  the  resident  miasionaries,  into 
cnstody,  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  them  to  a  place  of 
confinement.  It  is  in  vain  that  they  and  others  of  the 
party  point  out  that  they  were  not  holding  any  religious 
service  within  the  meaning  of  the  law,  but  merely  amusing 
themselves,  as  a  social  party,  in  singing  a  few  hymns.  The 
astute  official,  in  common  with  his  sapient  magisterial 
brethren,  can  discern  no  difference.  "Singing  hymna  is 
preaching  "  in  their  estimation,  and  "  praying  is  also  preach- 
ing;"  and,  despite  all  remonstrance,  the  two  missionaries 
are  taken  away,  to  hnd  such  rest  as  they  may  in  the  dark, 
comfortless  dungeon  dignified  with  the  name  of  the  "City 
Cage."  On  the  following  day  the  younger  of  the  t'wo  \a  tet 
at  liberty  by  the  magistrates,  while  the  elder,  as  tVe  inaAct 
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of  the  lou^e  wliere  the  crime  has  been  committed,  ia  held 
guiltj  of  holding  a  religious  eervice  after  the  hours  prescribed 
by  the  lnw,  tmd  is  sentenced  to  a  month's  confinement  in  tha 
common  jail,  his  wife  being  permitted,  as  an  act  of  grace,  to 
share  the  imprisonment  of  her  bueband. 

The  next  day  is  the  Sabbath,  when  Mr.  F.,  one  of  tha 
newly  arrived  misBJonaries,  the  married  man  of  the  party, 
opens  hie  commission  in  the  new  scene  of  his  laboars, 
another  of  the  party  occupying  the  pulpit  in  the  afternoon. 
But  the  joy  of  all  is  damped  by  thoughts  of  the  faithful 
pastor  who  ia  spending  the  aacred  hours  of  the  Sabbatli 
within  the  walls  of  a  prison,  and  many  prayers,  "uttered 
and  unespresaed,"  go  up  to  teaven  on  behalf  of  the  sufTeiiiig 
servant  of  the  Lord,  and  his  faithful  spouse,  who  has  volun- 
tarily immured  herself  in  a,  gloomy  cell,  that  she  may  share 
and  lighten  her  husband's  privations.  Far  deeper  grief 
would  settle  upon  that  congregation  of  earnest  worshippcra, 
could  they  foresee  the  heavier  calamity  that  is  impending 
over  them ;  and  that,  before  another  Sabbath  shall  summon 
them  again  to  the  sanctuary  of  Jehovah,  one  of  those  voicee 
to  which  they  have  listened  nith  rapt  attention,  proclaiming 
with  soul-stirring  eloquence  the  tuhUme  truths  of  the 
Gospel,  will  be  hushed  in  the  silence  of  the  grave.  None 
I  dream  of  the  Borrow  eo  close  at  hand.  Into  no  mind  does 
r  the  thought  enter  that  the  sweet,  thrilling  strains  of  the 
'  youthful  pair,  which  could  charm,  the  persecuted  ministers 
of  the  Cross  into  forgetfulnsss  of  persecutors  and  persecuting 
laws,  will,  in  a  few  brief  hours  only,  he  heard  mingling  with 
the  sorgs  of  angels  and  the  «hoir  above.  Yet  so  it  is  to  be. 
Loving  and  kind  is  the  wisdom  of  Cod  that  hides  tbe  future 
from  our  vision,  and  saves  ns  from  the  untold  anguish  thit 
would  accrue  to  multitudes  from  knowing  the  things  whicii 
are  to  come. 

The  Sabbath  passea,  a  day  of  hallowed  delights  in  ths 
service  of  the  sanctuary ;  a  day  which,  because  of  the 
associations  linked  therewith,  is  to  have  a  pre-eminent  and 
permanent  place  in  the  memotieB  ol  iio^  a.  lew.  It  \«tiie 
daj  after  tie  Sabbath,  and  the  tViii  iay  s.'i'tet  "^"s  «.Tivii>-  •s^ 
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Hbe  missionary  party,  when  tlie  yonng  nifd  compli 
feeling  more  tban  she  has  done  b-efore  the  relaxins^ 
of  tbe  tropical  climate.  A  eevere  frontal  headaclie,  and 
pains  in  the  back  and  limb',  eoon  begin  to  indicate  to  those 
who  are  esperienccd  in  tropical  diseases  incident  to  the 
'climate  that  it  is  the  iosidiouB  approach  of  the  fever,  so  fatal 
within  and  near  the  tropica,  that  has  to  he  resisted.  When 
this  truth  is  apprehended,  prompt  medical  treatment  b 
resorted  to,  and  skilful  nurses  with  loving  hearts  and 
willing  hands  are  present  to  minister  with  tendereat  care 
to  all  the  wants  of  the  patient,  and  do  everything  that 
Itunum  power  can  accomplish  to  alleviate  pain,  and  arrest 
the  formidable  makdy.  The  few  hours  that  have  elapsed 
have  made  it  manifest  beyond  all  doubt  that  it  is  tbe  worst 
type  of  the  country  fever, — tbe  vomito  prieto,  or  yellow 
fever, — that  is  seizing  in  its  deadly  grasp  all  the  powers,  and 
afsailing  the  life  of  the  young  and  lovely  wife. 

Deep  anguish  lays  hold  on  the  spirit  of  the  anxious 
hasband,  as  the  conyiction  is  realized  that  the  loved  one, 
who  has  BO  recently  linked  her  destiny  with  bis  own,  and 
given  up  home  and  friends  and  many  a  comfort  and  enjoy- 
ment to  share  his  arduous  toil  in  tbe  mission  field,— tbe 
wife  of  whose  loveable  qualities  and  blooming  loveliness  he 
has  been  so  proud, — is  actually  under  tbe  power  of  that 
deadly  fever  of  whose  terrible  ravages  ho  has  heard  and  read 
«o  much.  He  endeavours  lo  bear  up  with  manly  fortitude 
under  the  trying  visitation,  and  he  calls  upon  tbe  Giver  of 
all  grace  to  aid  bim.  Bub  his  heart  sinks  as  he  touches 
the  burning  hand  held  out  with  a  smile  to  greet  him, 
and  sees  how  gloomy  is  the  expression  on  tbe  face  of  the 
medical  man,  when,  after  an  investigation  of  all  the  symp- 
toms, he  turns  away  from  the  bedside  of  the  sufferer. 

More  than  once  during  the  night  he  stands  a'  tbe  bedside 
of  his  wife,  and  marks  the  restlessness  with  which  she  moves 
the  weary  limbs,  finding  no  ease  in  any  position.  With  bis 
own  hand  he  applies  tbe  moistened  cloths  tj  the  aebing 
hmw  and  tkrjbbing  temples,  and  rejoices  to  fmA  VflaXi  '\a  Om 
ai4at  of  stroDg  pains  the  utterance  o£  tVie  name  wVxiivS*; 
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above  every  name  calls  forth  a  flweet  re^poasive  emile.  He 
cannot  comply  with  the  advice  so  often  ui^ed  upon  him  bj 
the  dark-skinned  but  pleasant -looking  nuraes,  vjho  move 
about  the  sick  chamber  with  nolfldeG?  step,  that  "  Minister 
had  better  lie  down  and  rest."  The  morning  dawns,  hut 
brings  no  relief  to  the  object  of  their  kind  Bolicitude, 
abatement  of  the  fever.  Neither  skin  nor  pulsa  iadicatei 
that  any  favouiahle  change  has  taken  place,  and  the  doctor 
has  no  word  of  encouragement  for  the  anxious  husband,  who 
attributes  to  aniiety  and  want  of  rest  the  general  feeling 
of  indisposition  and  languor  which  has  crept  over  him,  and 
seems  to  have  enervated  all  hie  powers  of  mind  and  body. 

As  the  morning  advaneea  this  feeling  becomes  more 
painfully  oppressive ;  and  the  day  has  not  passed  the 
meridian,  when  unea;y  sensations  in  the  head,  hack,  anil 
limbs,  a  dry  heated  bkin  and  quickened  pulse,  admonish 
him  that  he  too  is  about  to  euijcumb  to  the  dread  disease 
that  has  in  a  few  brief  hours  prostrated  the  energies  of  bis 
wife,  and  placed  the  life  so  preoioos  to  hiro  in  danger.  He 
looks  once  more,  before  consenting  to  lie  down,  upon  the 
fever-flushed  countenance  of  the  being  who  above  all  on 
earth  is  dear  to  him.  She  greets  him  with  a  loving,  languid 
smile ;  and  he,  little  supposing  that  he  is  never  in  this  life 
to  look  upon  those  sweet  features  again,  retires,  and  lays 
himself  down  upon  the  bed,  from  which  he  is  deatined  not 
to  rise  until  he  is  borne  to  his  ta.it  long  home. 

In  his  case  the  progress  of  the  fever  is  even  more  rapid 
than  with  his  suffering  partner.  The  medical  man  is  again 
hastily  summoned.  Bleeding,  blistering,  and  all  those 
poti'nt  drugs,  with  which  it  is  the  custom  of  the  times  for 
medical  practitioners  to  contend  for  precious  life  with  the 
fell  disease, — often  with  very  poor  success, — are  in  requiei- 
tiun.  It  is  in  vain  :  a  night  of  agony  is  passed,  the  loving 
nurses  peeking  by  continual  cooling  applicationa  to  afford 
relief;  but  not  tho  slightest  check  appears  to  have  been 
given  to  the  disorder.  Before  the  return  of  another  night 
the  patient  is  in  a  state  of  delirium ;  and  when  the  morning 
iawDB  the  bright  yellow  hue,  Tshich  gwea  ftia  «%^ui'e'(\i\« 
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designation  to  the  deadly  malady,  has  overspread  the  body 
of  the  sufferer.  The  fatal  aymptom  of  black  vomit  soon 
appears,  and  all  hope  of  recovery  is  given  up.  But  the 
ruling  passion  is  strong  in  death.  Frota  that  fever  couch 
Bweet  snatches  of  melody  resoand  through  the  apartment, 
melting  all  hearts,  and  carrying  home  to  them  the  convic- 
tion that  the  hallowed  spirit  of  the  dying  man  of  God  ia 

"  Ready  wiog'd  for  the  fligbt 
To  ths  mansiona  of  Ufiht,'' 


and  prepared,  through  the  soul-renewiog  grace  of  Jesus,  to 
enter  with  glorious  triumph  into  the  realms  of  endless  day. 
"  Precious  blood !  "  "  My  Jesus  ! "  "  My  Saviour !  "  "  Hea- 
ven, my  blessed  home !  "  are  the  espreseions,  mingling  with 
couplets  and  verses  of  the  h^mns  he  knew,  and  loved,  and 
sang  so  well,  that  dwelt  upon  his  parched  and  blistering 
lips.  Once  or  twice  the  name  of  the  loved  partner  of  bis 
youth  escapes  him,  followed  by  the  recollection  that  she 
"too  is  prostrate  with  the  fever. 

Od  the  third  day  the  end  draws  nigh,  and  it  becomes 
roanifeBt  to  all  that  death  ia  there.  But  the  Conqueror 
of  death  is  there  also.  "  Jesus  I  precious  Jesus  1 "  issues 
faintly,  but  again  aud  again,  from  the  dying  lips,  and  the 
radiant  joy  of  victory  overspreads  and  lights  up  every 
feature.  Suddenly  raising  himself,  with  unexpected  strength, 
to  a  sitting  position,  he  shouts,  "  Jesus !  Glory  !  Jesus  ! 
dory  !  "  and,  ejecting  a  flood  of  dark  matter  from  his  mouth, 
resembling  coffee  grounds, — the  dissolved  blood  which  has 
found  its  way  into  the  stomach, — he  falls  back  upon  the 
pillow,  and  the  happy  spirit,  absent  from  the  body,  is 
present  with  its  Lord. 

Meanwhile  disease  and  death  are  doing  their  work  some- 
what more  slowly  upon  the  other  victim,  bringing  down 
the  pride  of  youthful  vigour,  and  the  sweetness  of  youthful 
beauty,  to  the  tomb.  Medical  skill  has  exhausted  its 
resources,  and  tender  nursing  has  done  its  best ;  but  not  for 
one  moment  has  the  fever  been  arrested  in  its  fatal  course. 
One  stage  of  the  dire  maJady  has  followed  aiiotheTVAItt^sM- 


I 


I    214  BOUANCE   OF   TUB   U13S10S    FIELD. 

ful  rapidity,  and  qqw  the  last  stage  has  been  reached.  The 
sliin,  recently  to  fresh  and  lovely  wiih  the  glow  of  heailth 
IB  now  almost  of  saffron  hue,  and  frequent  paroiyams  of 
delirium  herald  the  approacli  of  tbe  dettroyur.  She  Las  been, 
told,  soon  after  the  fever  seized  upon  him,  when  she 
inquired  for  ber  husbaud,  that  he  was  not  well,  aad  bad 
been  obliged  to  retire  to  bed.  But  no  information  lias  been 
allowed  to  reach  her  of  the  aerious  character  of  his  illness  ;. 
nor  have  the  attendants  ventured  to  inform  her  that  he  has 
already  passed  before  her  to  tbe  regions  of  the  bltst.  It 
waa  shortly  before  midnight  that  tbe  young  missionary 
ceased  to  be  numbered  with  the  living;  and  now  several 
hours  have  fled,  and  the  dawning  of  a  new  day  will  soon 
appear.  A  group  of  anxious  faces  are  round  the  bed; 
severat  nursea,  with  Hght  and  tender  hands,  continually 
change  tbe  cloths,  dipped  in  vinegar  and  water,  upon 
the  heated  brow,  alleviate  the  pain  a  little,  if  they  can 
do  no  more.  The  last  fatal  symptoms  have  come  od, 
the  ooeasional  paroiyams  of  delirium,  and  tbe  black  vomit, 
generally  regarded  as  tbe  immediate  forerunner  of  diasolu- 
tion.  But  there  too  is  the  rejoicing  spirit,  looking  to  Jesus, 
and  trusting  in  Jesns,  and  during  lucid  intervals  warbling, 
in  tonea  of  exquisite  sweetness, — 

"  Jbbu.  Lover  of  my  sonl, 

Let  me  to  Tliy  bosom  fly. 

While  the  nearer  watere  roU, 
WhUe  tlie  lempest  etill  is  high : 

Hide  me,  0  my  Saviour,  hide. 
Till  the  Btorm  o!  life  be  past ; 

Safe  inlo  the  liaven  guide, 
0  leceive  my  soul  at  last  I  " 
As  they  look  apon  her,  after  singing  with  the  same 
sweet  Toice,  a  verse  of  "  Rook  of  Ages,"  the  nurses  see  a 
bright  flush  of  joy  overspread  her  countenance  ;  aad  in  tones 
of  peculiar  animation  and  triumph  she  eiclaims, — "  They 
are  come,  the  angels  have  come,  and  I  am  going  home  !  " 
Qazing  into  what  is  vacancy  to  all  around,  bat  evidently  not 
to  her,  for  her  countenance  is  radiant  with  raptuioiu  delight, 
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—she  fluddenlj  turns  to  the  nurse  by  her  side,  and  Ujing  her 
hand  upon  the  nurse's  arm,  while  an  eipresBion  of  surpriss 
mingles  with  th^b  of  triumphant  joj,  she  exclaims,  to  the 
astonishment  of  all  present,  "You  did  not  tell  ma  that 
Mr.  Frith  was  dead,  and  that  he  had  gone  to  heaven  before 
me."  "How  did  you  know  it?"  inquires  the  motlier  in 
laraet  to  whom  the  words  are  addressed.  "  I  tee  him.  He 
is  there  among  tho  angeh.  They  are  singing,  and  I  hear 
his  voice,  and  he  is  come  to  take  me  to  heaven.  O  how 
Bweet !  0  bow  sweet !  Sweet !  Sweet !  "  And  the  purified 
spirit,  as  the  words  heeome  gradually  softer,  languishes  into 
rest,  and  goes  to  join  the  loved  one  and  the  blood-washed 
host  around  the  tlirone,  and  sing,  in  nobler,  sweeter  strains, 
the  praises  of  redeeming  love. 

It  is  not  a  climate  in  which  fond  aSection  may  linger 
and  weep  day  after  day  over  the  remains  of  the  departed 
before  they  are  consigned  to  the  dust.  Kapid  ia  the  prueesB 
by  which  the  form,  so  precious  to  loving  hearts,  hastens  to 
decay.  A  few  brief  hours  only  can  be  given  to  tho  indul. 
gence  of  fond  regrets ;  and  then  even  love  itself  hastens  to 
hide  away  what  is  so  dear  in  the  concealment  of  the  grave. 
Bide  by  side,  as  they,  but  a  few  months  ago,  walked  away 
in  the  fulness  of  earthly  bliss,  from,  the  altar  at  whieh  they 
had  exchanged  their  vows  of  wtdded  love,  so  now  they  are 
borne  to  the  grave.  Lovely  and  pleasant  in  their 
lives,  in  death  they  are  not  divided.  Large  is  the 
company  of  the  mourners ;  for  wide-spread  sympathy  has 
been  awakened  through  the  city  towards  the  persecuted 
church  which  mourns  over  the  imprisonment  of  the  faith- 
M  pastor,  and  has  now  been  bereaved  of  a  pair  of  earnest, 
devoted  labourers  in  a  single  night.  Thousands  attend  the 
Lodies  to  their  last  resting-place,  and  listen  with  chastened 
feelings  to  the  solemn  funeral  service  which  closes  the 
earthly  history  of  the  youthful  couple,  bo  suddenly  swept 
away  from  life.  Hundreds  of  sable  and  swarthy  cheeks  are 
bedewed  with  tears,  as  the  aweet  strains  of  the  closing 
hymn  go  up  to  beaven  : — 
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"  Onr  friends  B.re  gone  before 

To  that  celestial  Ehore  ; 
They  ha,ve  leit  their  mates  bcMnd, 

TLe;  have  all  the  storms  outrode  1 
Fonod  the  rest  •no  toil  to  find. 
Loaded  in  the  arrae  of  God." 
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On  tbe  following  day  tha  chapel  pee 
Bochim,  while  the  misBionary  dwells  upon  the  words,  "  Them 
also  which  sleep  in  Jeeus  will  God  bring  with  Him."  Only 
one  ahort  week  ago,  he  that  now  sleeps  in  the  dust  stood  m 
the  pulpit,  and  in  soul-thrilling  words,  which  those  who 
listened  to  them  will  never  forget,  delivered  his  message 
from  God,  and  woa  some  souls  to  Chriet.  It  was  his  first 
and  la»t  message  to  that  people.  There,  with  his  bloomicg 
partner,  he  had  assisted  in  the  sweet  melody  of  music; 
their  rich  tones  delighting  all  hearers,  and  giving  them  a 
better  idea  than  they  had  ever  conceived  before  of  the 
harmony  of  the  choir  above.  Non  both  Toicee  are  bushed 
in  the  Eilence  of  the  tomb.  They  have  passed  away  as  a 
shadow  ;  ascended  to  the  glorious  spirit-land,  there  to  sing 
before  the  throne  the  song  of  Mosee  and  the  Lamb. 

Some  will  speak  for  many  years  of  the  preacher  who  came 
from  England  to  preach  only  one  sermon,  call  them  to 
repentance  and  salvation,  and  then  sink  into  the  dnst ;  and 
of  the  beautiful  young  wife  who,  when  dying,  though  not 
informed  that  her  husband  had  gone  to  the  better  land  before 
ber,  could  distinguish  his  well-known,  well-beloved  voice 
in  the  angel  throng  that  had  come  to  convoy  her  own  happy 
cpirit  to  the  Throne  of  God  and  of  the  Lamb. 
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The  infidel  n'ha  tnmed  bis  impiona  wet 
Agsinat  tbo  waUe  of  Zian.  on  the  rock 
Of  ages  bai]t.  and  biglier  tbim  tbo  oloadE, 
Situied,  ood  receired  bis  due  reirard. 

fEE  newspaper  press  is  a,  miglity  power  both  for  gQoi  and 
evil,  and  it  exercises  a  wide-spreading  influence  in  the 
creation  and  control  of  those  events  which  make  up  the 
history  of  the  times  in  which  we  live.  On  the  one  hand,  a 
powerful  impulse  is  given  hy  such  publications  to  the  best 
and  hohest  sympathies  of  which  human  nature  is  Eueceptihle ; 
while,  on  the  other,  they  awaken  and  develope  with  fearful 
intensity  all  the  base-  and  violent  paasiona  which  find  their 
home  in  the  hearts  of  men. 

Jamaica  is  no  stranger  to  this  influence,  though  lying  far 
away  from  the  great  centres  of  civilization.  Within  her 
shores  a  small  band  of  nohle  hearts,  in  the  face  of  a  hostile 
and  powerful  combination,  have  commenced  the  advooaoy  of 
those  rights  which  belong  to  nien  as  such  and  as  British 
subjects.  And  already  unjust  and  unequal  laws,  intended  to 
buttress  and  sustain  the  vile  in.stitutioa  of  slavery,  ara 
"beginning  to  give  way.  These  laws  impose  disability  and 
degradation  upon  all  who  have  any  portion  of  African  blood 
flowing  in  their  veins,  though  even  fairer  in  compleiiou  than 
many  of  the  whites  themselves,  escluding  them  from  the  jury 
boi  and  coroner's  inquest,  shutting  them  out  from  every  kind 
of  public  employment,  and  even  damming  up  the  loving 
sympattiies  which  the  white  father  may  be  sometimes 
disposed  to  indulge  towards  bis  coloured  offspring  by  pro- 
hibiting him,  hoivever  wealthy  and  generous  Vie  may  \)6,fai^Si. 
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bequeathing  to  them  more  than  a  trifling  pittance  of  hit  I 
substance,  all  beyond  that,  if  so  bequeathed,  being  escheated  I 

But  thfre  is  also  here  a  portion  of  the  newspaper  pre!!'  b 
profligate  as  ever  pandered  to  oppression  and  sold  itst^h  to 
uphold  and  work  wickedness.  Devoted  to  the  interests  of 
those  who  make  merchandise  of  man  and  wring  wealth  and 
luxurious  enjoyment  out  of  the  eweat  and  blood  of  the  skve, 
there  are  men  associated  with  the  press  as  unscru^julou 
men  not  destitute  of  intelligence  and  educi^tion  can  well  be; 
—men  iu  whom  conscience  seems  to  be  extinct,  who  igooie 
all  the  claims  of  truth,  righteousness,  or  Immanity.  For  the 
love  of  gain,  these  men  unblushingly  advocate  every  kmJ 
and  degree  of  wrong  which  the  Pjstem  of  slavery  involves ; 
and,  with  inveterate  malignity,  pour  out  unceasing  abuse  upon 
all  whose  synipathies  are  supposed  to  be  in  favour  of  thrifi 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  wronged  children  of  Africa,  who, 
under  the  British  flag,  wasted  by  excessive  labour,  or  hurried 
through  a  shorter  path  to  the  grave  by  the  cat  and  cart- 
whip,  are  diminishing  with  such  rapidity  as  threatens,  in  a 
few  brief  yeara,  to  effect  their  extermination. 

Prominent  among  these  are  two  persons  who  are  associated 
with  the  "  Courant  and  Public  Advertiser,"  a  daily  sheet 
that  has  distinguished  itself  by  a  reckless  scurrility,  which 
has  spared  none  but  the  slave-liolJiog  fraternity  by  whom  it 
s  patronized.  One  of  these  is  the  proprietor  of  the  paper, 
Ln  adventurer  from  some  part  of  Great  Britain,  who  has 
enpplted  the  want  of  a  liberal  education  by  an  extensive 
knowledge  of  men  and  thinge.  He  is  shrewd  and  intelligent, 
of  unbounded  self-possession  and  efirontery,  and  endowed  in 
a  large  degree  with  that  insansibitiby  to  danger  which  graces 
the  bull-dog,  and  is,  in  men,  often  mistaken  for  courage. 
Pugnacious  as  the  animal  mentioned,  he  is  ever  prompt  at  a 
quarrel,  and  little  cares  he  whom  it  may  he  with;  and  he  ie 
quite  prepared  to  bring  any  dispute  to  the  arbitrament  of 
tiie  duel.  He  has  been  known  to  have  two  or  three  of  these 
afiaira  upon  bis  hands  at  tha  same  time  i  and  after  shooting 
down  one  antagonist,  making  &  vriJ«  a  -wvicra  «sA  iJoiiswi 
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JatherlcsB,  ho  haa  left  the  field  to  commeuce  a  journey  of 
uxty  or  seventy  miles,  tbat  he  may  meet  an  engagement 
of  a  aimUar  kiud  on  the  follDwiag  day.  He  has  fought  a 
duel  with  one  opponent,  and  wounded  him,  and  then 
encountered  another  before  leaving  the  gronnd. 

By  an  uncoDBcientioua  devotioa  of  his  columns  to  planter 
interests,  and  unmcaeuwd  abuse  of  the  miasionaries,  who 
toiling  to  shed  light  and  comfort  upon  the  dark  path  of  the 
slave,  he  has  secured  for  his  puhlicatlou  the  widest  circi.' 
tion  of  all  the  papers  of  the  islactl.  It  finds  its  way  to 
every  planter's  table,  and  yielda  to  its  busy,  bustling  pro- 
piietor  a  very  ample  revenue ;  while  at  the  same  time  it 
gives  him  an  influence  that  has  secured  for  him  a  place  in 
the  legislature  of  the  colony,  where  his  restkto  activity, 
KSBociated  with  a  ready  utterance,  such  as  few  of  his  co- 
legislators  can  boast  of,  enables  bim  to  figure  as  a  man  of 
mark. 

Connected  with  him  in  the  subordinate  capacity  of  editor 
is  a  native  of  the  "  Land  o'  Cakes,"  who  possesses  all  the  evil 
attributes  of  his  principal  without  any  of  what  may  be 
regarded  as  his  redeeming  qualities.  He  is  altogether  a 
lower  type  of  humanity,  coarse  and  vulgar,  and  wallowing 
habitually  in  the  low,  debasing  vices  whtcb  prevail  in  a  slave 
colony.  He  has  the  credit  of  having  once  occupied  the 
position  of  paymaster  in  the  army,  and  of  having  forfeited 
that  position  iu  a,  way  that  tarnished  the  lustre  of  his  repu- 
tation for  strict  integrity.  An  outcast  from  really  respect- 
able society,  he  has  become  tlie  hireling  panderer  to  the 
ignorant,  godlees  prejudices  of  the  slave-driving  class. 
Monstrous  inventions,  and  ribaldry  of  the  lowest  kind, 
cdmmend  the  "  Courant  "  to  their  patronsgCi  and  these 
savoury  morsels,  it  is  well  und-erstood,  are  the  productions 
of  Bruce,  who  makes  no  secret  of  the  unbridled  malignity 
with  which  he  regards  the  missionaries. 

Under  the  conduct  of  these  men,  the  "  Courant "  news- 
paper has  outstripped  all  its  compeers  in  the  race  for  popular 
favour,  not,  however,  by  the  superior  talent  which  ili 
diaplMja;  though,  in  addition  to  its  able  piognetot,^^  uask 
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boast  of  the  rector  of  St.  Ann's  and  the  minister  of  the  Scotci 
£irk  aa  contributors  to  its  columns.  It  is  popular,  becaiue 
it  is  adapted  in  its  immoral  tone  to  the  low  tastes  of  the 
planters,  and  in  the  incessant  abuse  al^o  which  it  potire 
upon  the  ministers  of  the  crown,  who  have  adopted  measures 
that  tend  avowedly  to  the  abolition  of  the  ein  and  shame  of 
slavery,  which  dishonours  the  national  escutcheon.  It 
continually  vilifies  the  leading  philanthropists  of  the  day, 
who  are  arousbg  the  conscience  of  the  British  nation  to 
overthrow  the  system,  as  also  all  the  evangelical  churchet 
of  Britain,  whose  influence  is  thrown  into  the  same 
scale.  And  in  all  this  it  is  the  exponent  of  the  views  and 
sentiments  of  those  who  live  and  fatten  upon  the  forced 
unrequited  labour  of  their  fellow  men.  From  day  to  day 
the  paper  teems  with  articles  advocating  sedition  and  rebel- 
lion against  the  imperial  government,  the  eipulsion  and 
murder  of  the  missionaries, — the  Methodist  missionaries  in 
particular, — and  the  transfer  of  the  colony  to  the  United 
States.  Thus  it  fosters  and  gives  an  impulse  to  the 
ferocious  and  vindictive  passions  of  the  planters,  already 
sunk  very  low,  under  the  enibruting  influence  of  a  system 
which  tends  more  than  anything  else  to  assimilate  men  to 
fiends.  And  thus  it  prepares  them  for  those  deeds  of 
perECcutlng  violence,  which  are  destined  to  he  the  principal 
means  of  sweeping  away  the  curse  of  human  bondage  from 
the  British  empire,  by  arousing  the  natiun  to  demand  its 
overthrow. 

Situated  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  city  of  Kingston,  there 
stands  a  large  and  beautiful  chapel ;  a  brick  building,  with 
stone  cornices  and  pilasters.  Lofty  and  massive,  it  forms 
one  of  the  principal  ornaments  of  the  city,  and  the  interior 
exhibits  an  imposing  appearance.  It  is  surrounded  on  all 
sides  by  galleries  deep  and  with  considerable  slope,  the  whole 
of  the  galleries  being  arranged  in  pews,  while  the  lower 
floor  ia  covered  with  fixed  benches  designed  for  the  free 
use  of  the  poorer  part  of  the  congregation.  A  double 
row  of  fluted  columns,  with  Corinthian  capitals,  and  a  deep 
entablature,   support  the  lofty    celling.     A   corresponding 
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serieB  of  columns  support  the  galleries,  tlie  lower  entablature 
being  surmounted  by  massive  kandrail  and  turned  balus- 
tiades.  The  whole  of  these,  with  the  cornices  which  surround 
the  entire  building,  both  above  the  gallery  and  beneath  it, 
and  the  arcbitravea  of  the  windows  and  doars,  are  of 
varnished  mahogany,  the  growth  of  the  country,  and  impart 
to  the  strnotnre  arich  and  imposing  appearance.  The  pulpit, 
which  is  somewhat  too  lofty,  and  the  reading  desk  in  front 
of  it,  both  somewhat  of  the  lotus  shape,  are  of  the  richest 
native  mahogany,  beautiful  in  colour  and  grain,  and 
elaborately  pobshed.  Both  pulpit  and  desk  are  accessible 
by  means  of  a  geometrical  staircase,  ligbt,  airy,  and  graceful, 
winding  round  the  front  of  the  pulpit,  between  it  and  the 
reading  desk. 

This  noble  structure,  the  work  of  a  native  architect,  and 
not  yet  completely  finished,  has  been  recently  erected  to 
meet  the  necessities  of  the  work,  which,  in  the  face  of 
reproach  and  persecution,  has  so  prospered  that  the  largest 
sanctuary  the  Methodists  have  in  the  island  will  not  contain, 
-when  crowded,  half  the  communicants  belonging  to  it. 
Desirous  of  possessing  a  building  sufficiently  commodious  to  - 
receive  the  large  numbers  that  assemble  at  missionary  meet- 
ings and  other  extraordinary  scjTices,  the  erection  of  this 
handsome  sanctuary  was  resolved  on  ;  and  the  design  has  betn 
carried  through  with  a  degree  of  energy  and  liberality  that 
show  the  interest  with  which  the  undertaking  is  regarded 
by  all  classes  of  the  people.  There  are  a  few  whites 
connected  with  the  society ;  but  it  consists  principally 
of  the  free  coloured  people  and  the  slaves.  And  all  have 
come  forward  with  a  noble  muni&cence,  supplying  tbe 
funds  as  they  have  been  wanted  ;  and  a  sanctuary,  ample  in 
its  dimensions,  and  misurpassed  in  tasfcefulness  and  beauty 
by  any  that  rest  upon  the  soil  of  this  spacious  colony, 
now  furnishes  the  accommodation  so  long  and  so  earnestly 
desired. 

It  is  the.  afternoon  of  a  day  near  the  end  of  July,  the 
fierce  tropic  heat  of  which  is  chastened  and  modified  by  a, 
cOol,  refreshing  sea  breeze.     For  the  free  admission  of  cool 
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air,  every  window  and  door  is  thrown  open  aa  widelj 
ae  possible.  A  large  congregation  is  assembled,  filling  th« 
spacious  building  in  every  part ;  the  aisles  being  crowded, 
AS  well  Ha  the  seats  and  pews.  AH  Khades  of  colour  are  to 
be  Been  there, — from  the  purest  jet  of  the  N^ro,  to  the 
bandsome  Quadroon,  the  clear-skinned  Mestifeno,  and  the 
unquestionable  European,  who  is  pruud  of  his  origin  in  a 
country  where  the  aristoeraoy  of  complexion  has  firmly 
established  itself,  and  guards  its  exclusive  claims  with  the 
utmost  jealousy.  It  is  a  miesionary  iceeting  whose  attrac- 
tions have  drawn  together  the  eager  crowd  of  listeners  that 
present  such  an  animated  appearance  on  all  sides,  above  and 
below. 

Almost  in  the  centre  of  the  chape!  is  a  platform,  ao  oon- 
structed  as  to  admit  of  its  occupants  being  seen  and  heard 
by  all  around  tbem.  In  addition  to  the  ministers,  whose 
well  known  garb  marks  their  character  and  office,  there  are 
a  number  oflajmen;  some  of  whose  countenances,  though 
radiant  with  intelligence,  exhibit  unmistakable  traces  of 
their  relation  to  Africa,  through  one  aide,  at  least,  of  their 
parentage.  Prominent  in  the  group  is  the  chairman,  who 
occupies  a  seat,  slightly  raised,  near  the  front  of  the  platform. 
He  ia  the  Rev.  John  Barry  ;  a  tall  and  portly  man,  whose 
highly  intelligent  countenance,  a  plain  index  of  an  open 
genial  temper,  glows  with  satiafaetioa  as  he  surceys  the 
multitude  around  him.  This  gentleman  is  to  be  the  hero  of 
our  tale.  He  is  entitled  on  that  aawell  as  on  other  grounds 
to  a  more  particular  deecription  than  our  limits  tnabla  m  to 
afford  to  others  who,  like  himself,  are  there  to  take  part  in 
A  cause  linked  with  the    highest   destinies  of  the  human 

Mr,  Barry  is  one  of  a  noble  band  of  labourers  contributed 
by  the  Irish  Conference  to  the  missionary  enterprise.  He 
has  been  in  the  island  several  years ;  long  enough  to  wia  for 
himself,  in  a  land  which  is  the  home  of  persecution,  and 
where  a  ribald  press  pours  contumely  on  the  Christian 
teacher  of  the  slave  and  co\oQTe4  ^o^^A^feon,  \^iis  Wma^e 
which  onlj  eminent  talent  cau  tommana-     Ii-  ^ivOnlxi.  mA. 
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«arnest  preacher  of  the  cross,  lie  is  gentle  and  urbane  to  all, 
master  and  slave  alike.  Possessing  the  graces  of  an  Apollos- 
liko  oratory,  eoriched  with  flashes  of  wit  and  humour, 
tfliioh  have  their  home  nowhere  more  properly  than  in  the 
Emerald  Isle,  Mr.  Barry  stands  unrivalled  in  pulpit  popu- 
larity ;  and  delighted  thousands  throng  to  listen  to  those 
etratne  of  Chriatiau  eloquence  which  dwell  upon  his  lips.  It 
is  not  only  because  of  the  Christian  love  and  respect  che- 
riahed  towards  him  by  his  ministerial  brethren,  that  he  has 
been  requested  by  them  to  preside  over  the  meeting. 
Bumours  are  afloat  that  something  is  plotting  amongst  the 
persecutors  of  religion  iu  the  city,  and  that  the  meeting  is 
likely  to  be  interrupted  on  some  pretext  or  other;  and  in 
such  ca^e,  both  the  judgment  and  self-possession  of  Mr. 
Barry  may  safely  be  relied  on. 

That  this  rumour  is  not  groundless  is  manifest  when  the 
ministers  take  their  places  upon  the  platform.  As  Mr.  Barry 
casts  his  eye  around,  there,  in  a  prominent  place  in  the  gal- 
lery, overlooking  the  platform,  in  one  of  the  passages,  ia  Mr. 
Beaumont,  the  presiding  genius  of  the  "  Courant "  newspaper. 
Beside  him  is  the  man  who  acts  under  him  as  literary  scavenger, 
— the  notorious  Bruce, — and  several  others  hclouging  to  the 
same  class.  No  sympathy  with  the  objects  of  the  meeting  or  its 
promoters,  no  concern  about  the  salvation  of  the  heathen, 
would  bring  them  there.  They  are  the  hireling  traducers 
of  miasionary  labourers,  the  blasphemers  of  all  good  men, 
and  the  enemies  of  all  righteousness.  Upon  the  plat- 
form, within  a  few  feet  of  the  chairman,  is  a  miiiBiouary 
who,  attenuated  by  persecution  almost  to  a  skeleton,  has 
only  just  been  released  from  a  filthy  dungeon,  to  which  he 
has  been  consigned  for  preaching  the  truth.  And  these 
men  in  the  gallery  have  hounded  on  the  persecutors,  and 
denounced,  in  language  of  unmeasured  bitterness,  both  the 
liriug  sufferer  for  righteousness'  sake,  and  his  martyred  com- 
panion in  sufl'eriDg,  who,  wasted  and  worn  out  by  the  bru- 
tality and  privation  to  which  he  was  subjected,  in  a  prison 
reekja^  with  SJth  and  poisonous  odours,  ha9  sunV  ta^Y&j 
foto  the  grave.     No;  it  is  not  for  any  good  pur^os©  \iVnsi6 
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aen,  who  never  enter  a  Christian  eanetuary,  except,  pethaps, 
to  take  part  in  a  funeral  ceremony,  are  there.  And  that  ii 
well  understood  by  the  initEses  around.  Beaumont  and 
Bruce  are  well  known  to  all  the  people  as  the  daily  libellare 
of  the  miasionariea ;  and  many  eyes  are  directed  to  the  epot 
which  they  occnpy. 

Kor  is  it  with  entire  complacency  that  their  presence 
is  regarded  by  some  of  the  congregation.  There  are  persons 
there  who  are  not  directly  associated  with  the  mifslon 
church,  but  have  parents,  relatiyos,  and  friends  who  have 
identiBed  themselves  therewith.  There  are  not  a  few  young 
men  of  colour,  intelligent  and  high-spirited,  whose  indigna- 
tion has  been  often  aroused  by  the  unscrupulous  attacks 
made  Upon  the  miasionariee  and  all  associated  with  them  by 
these  two  men,  in  the  columns  of  the  newspaper  with  which 
tbey  are  identified.  And  there  is  a  light  kindling  in  many 
eyes  now  bent  upon  the  intruders,  which  shows  that  it  will 
be  a  dangerous  experiment  for  those  bad  men  to  attempt  any 
interruption  of  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting. 

Devotional  exercises  precede  what  is  more  especially  the 
business  of  the  occasion.  These  being  closed,  the  chairman 
dehvers  an  address,  characterized  by  the  graceful  eloquence 
for  which  he  is  distinguished,  and  then  resumes  hia  seat. 
After  a  financial  and  statistical  report  has  been  presented  to 
the  meeting,  a  speaker,  rising  to  the  call  of  the  chairman, 
advances  to  the  front  of  the  platform,  and  proceeds  to 
address  the  meeting.  He  is  announced  as  the  missionaty 
from  Moraat  Bay,  a  place  that  has  since  acquired  a  painful 
notoriety  as  the  scene  of  horrors  and  atrocities  which  cast  a 
dark  shadow  upon  the  honour  of  the  British  nation.  When 
his  name  is  pronounced  by  the  chairman,  he  stands  forth,  a 
sturdy,  fine-looking  man,  whose  handsome  coal-black  hair 
and  whiskers  would  scarcely  indicate  that  he  derives  his 
origin  from  the  north  side  of  the  Tweed.  Yet,  such  is  the 
feet.  Tears  ago,  every  town  and  vUiage  in  the  tJnited 
Kingdom  resounded  with  the  war  notes  of  the  pibroch  or 
the  fife  and  drum,  summoning  the  youth  of  the  land  to  the 
battle  fields  of  the  Contintirt,    'Qa,TO\%wi«i'aA'3  viota^A.^^ 
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line  that  separates  joath  from  manhood,  he  had  left  his 
own  mountwn  land  ;  and,  with  the  kilted  heroes  who  strug- 
gled and  triumphed  ia  many  a  bloody  field,  he  marched  to 
the  Peninsnla.  There,  under  Wellington,  he  assisted  in  the 
protracted  struggle  which  exercised  bo  powerful  an  influence 
on  the  destinies  of  Europe,  until  he  fell,  shot  through  the 
neck,  and  ended  Ma  military  career  before  the  walls  of  Tou- 
louse. Awakened  and  brought  to  Ood,  while  associated  with 
the  army,  through  the  pious  labours  of  the  godly  Captain 
Hawtrey,  he  has  been  devoted,  after  needful  preparation,  to 
the  arduous  labours  of  a  missionary  in  Jamaica  ;  a  vocation 
which,  in  these  days  of  reproach  and  persecution,  requires 
true  soldiers  of  the  cross. 

One  subject  to  which  the  chairman  has  alluded,  fraught 
with  profound  interest  to  the  meeting,  is  the  opposition  which 
the  slave-holding  magistrates  in  the  north-side  parish  of  St. 
Ana's,  led  on  by  the  rector,  who  is  notorious  for  cruelty  to 
his  own  slaves,  are  making  to  the  establishment  of  the  mis- 
sion there.  Already  one  devoted  missionary  has  gunk  into  a 
prematnie  grave,  health  and  lifo  exhausted  in  the  filthy 
dungeon  to  which  these  men  bad  consigned  him.  And 
another,  now  on  the  platform,  has  escaped  a  similar  fate  only 
by  poaaessing  greater  powers  of  endurance ;  having  boldly 
asserted  his  privileges  as  a  British  subject,  and  shown  that 
he  is  resolved  to  yield  only  with  life  his  right  of  holding 
forth  the  Word  of  God  to  the  wretched  slave. 

With  unmistakeable  Scottish  accent,  and  with  a  good  deal 
of  humour,  the  speaker  dwells  upon  the  vain  eiforts  of  these 
magisterial  persecutors  to  shut  out  the  influences  of  the 
Gospel  from  their  slaves.  This  produces  no  little  excite- 
ment among  the  knot  of  pereecatora  in  the  gallery.  The 
speaker  proceeds  to  relate  an  anecdote  concerning  the  rector 
of  a  certain  parish  in  England,  who  waited  upon  the  old 
dquiie  to  consult  as  to  what  he  should  do  respecting  the 
introduction  of  Methodism  into  the  parish.  The  squire, 
with  characteristic  dryness,  replied,  "  Get  them  out  as  fast 
as  possible  ;  for,  if  they  once  get  a  footing  in  the  parish,  the 
deriJ  himself  won't  get  tbem  out  again."     The  excixe^aea's 
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amoa^t  the  party  in  the  gallery  ia  increased,  and  it 
great  difficulty  that  Mr.  Beaamant  ia  prevented  from  getting 
up  at  this  point  to  intermpt  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting. 
His  followers,  however,  seem  to  think  it  is  a,  case  in  which 
dificretion  is  the  hetter  part  of  valour.  The  Bympathiea  of 
the  assemhly  have  heen  so  thoroughly  aroused  by  the 
speaker's  i-emarka,  that  it  will  scarcely  bo  a  aafe  eiperimait 
for  them,  well  knovra  as  abettors  of  the  persecutiiig  mngia. 
trates,  to  make  any  offensive  demonstration. 

Other  speakers  then  address  the  meeting,  amongst  whom 
are  the  Baptist  missionary  of  the  city,  and  one,  also  a  camiy 
Scotchman,  whose  evidence,  given  before  the  Committeea  of 
both  branches  of  the  imperial  parliament  a  few  years  lata, 
is  destined,  together  with  that  of  the  chairman,  Mr.  Barry, 
to  exert  no  small  influence  in  determining  the  final  setHe- 
ment  of  the  slavery  queetion  by  the  complete  overthrow  of 
the  atrocious  system.  Moat  of  the  speakers  refer  to  the 
recent  persecutions  in  St.  Ann's.  But  Mr,  Duncan  has  what 
ia  called  the  eollccHoH  speech ;  and  it  appears  to  be  excet- 
aively  galling  to  the  little  knot  of  opposersthat  the  auditory 
is  greatly  amused,  while  the  F^peaker  shows  that  the  St. 
Ann's  magistrates  are  really  helping  the  cause  they  strive 
to  hinder  and  suppress.  To  such  an  extent  have  the  sym- 
pathies of  the  people  in  that  parish,  slave  and  free,  been 
aroused,  that  they  have  sent  a  contribution  of  £97  to  sustain 
the  missionary  work'.  After  urging  the  people  to  be  liberal 
in  their  contributions,  Mr.  Duncan  returns  to  his  seat. 

At  this  juncture  a  strange  voice  is  heard,  and  all  eyes  ore 
directed  towards  the  gallery  from  whence  it  proceeds.  It  li 
the  well-known  proprietor  of  the  "  Courant "  newspaper. 
Claiming  to  be  a  magistrate,  and  to  act  in  that  capacity  in 
rising  to  disperse  the  meeting,  he  proceeds  to  denounce  the 
assembly  as  riotous  and  seditious,  becaut^e  several  of  the 
speakers  have  referred  to  the  St.  Ami's  magistrates  as  im- 
prisoning missionaries  illegally  for  preaching  the  Gospel  to 
the  slaves,  and  have  ridiculed  the  attempts  which  they  have 
pel  Christian  teachers  frum  the  parish,  and  shut 
Bp  the  thousands  of  their  Wnia'oioiiuiVett'dtteiim^X., 
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Knterruption  of  the  proceedings,  although  not  unes- 
las  eicited  no  little  milignation,  especially  amongst 
img  coloured  men  of  the  congregation,  well 
aware  that  Beaumont  and  his  friends  are  there  for  some 
inischievouB  purpose,  and  very  little  disposed  to  brook 
their  interference  on  aucli  an  occasion  and  in  such  a  place. 
Mr.  Beaamont  and  his  knot  of  coadjutors  would,  in  a  few 
momenta,  be  very  summarily  ejected,  but  for  the  interposition 
of  the  chairmtm,  to  whom  the  interrupter  of  the  meetmg, 
pale  with  fear,  appeals  for  protection.  He  sees  that  the 
whole  congregation  have  risen  to  their  feet,  and  that  several 
flturdy  men  are  preparing  to  leave  their  pews  ;  and  he  marks 
well  the  indignant  expression  of  many  countenances  around 
him.  Ue  now  finds  out  that  he  has  committed  himself  to 
a  hazardous  experiment  in  attempting  to  interfere  with  the 
proceedings  of  the  meeting,  and  is  in  danger  of  being 
somewhat  roughly  handled ;  and  he  calls  loudly  upon  the 
chairman  to  protect  him.  A  few  words  froni  Mr,  Barry  are 
sufficient  to  induce  all  to  subside  into  their  seats ;  and 
laughingly  repudiating  Mr.  Beaumont's  notion,  that  he  has 
a  right  to  break  up  the  meeting  as  a  seditious  and  riotous 
assembly,  he  requests  that  all  will  listen  quietly  to  what  the 
gentleman  may  choose  to  say. 

The  meeting  is  at  once  calmed  down  by  the  few  judicious 
words  proceeding  from  the  chairman.  Not  so  Mr.  Beaumont. 
Strange  to  say,  his  usually  indomitable  self-possession  has 
forsaken  him.  Pale  and  nervous  with  excitement,  it  is  with 
difficulty  he  can  get  out  a  few  words  about  the  assembly 
being  riotous  and  seditious,  robbing  the  slaves,  and  holding 
Mp  magistrates  to  ridicule  and  contempt.  And  then  he 
and  his  friends  haatUy  leave  the  chapel,  amidst  the  laughter 
of  the  whole  congregation,  feeling  that  their  absurd  attampt 
to  interfere  with  the  Methodist  meeting,  which  they  went 
to  break  up,  has  terminated  in  exposing  them  to  the  ridicule 
of  the  whole  community. 

The  next  day,  the  columns  of  the  "  Courant "  newspaper  are 
largely  occupied  with  what  professes  to  be  a  report  of  the 
jaiBsionarjr  meetiog  at  TJiamea  Street  ChapeV.  M\.  ftv« 
«2 


I 


SOM£KCE  OF    THE   UISSION    FIELD. 


OBI      I' 


^ 


speakers  are  treated  most  boantifulty  witti  the  scarriloDi 
abuse  and  misrepresentation  in  which  the  "  Courant "  editoi 
and  proprietor  are  thoroughiji  efficient,  through  long  practice. 
The  miaaionaries  and  their  work  are  vituperated  with  such 
unmeasured  bitterness,  as  shows  how  deeply  mortified  they 
are  with  the  failure  of  their  misehievouB  efiort  to  disturb  end 
break  up  the  missionary  meeting.  Denounced  as  secret 
agents  of  the  Anti-Slafprj  Society,  aa  disloyal  to  th& 
government,  as  endeavouring  to  stir  up  the  slaves  to  rebellion, 
as  robbing  the  Negroes  of  their  liDiall  savings,  as  firebrande 
that  ought  to  be  extingoiehed  at  any  risk,  the  Methodist 
preachers  are  held  up  to  the  hatred  of  the  entire  slave- 
driving  community,  as  too  dangerous  to  be  suffered  to  exiat 
in  the  colony.    On  the  other  hand,  the  St.  Ann's  magistrates 

particular  are  lauded  for  their  patriotic  efforts  to  rid  the 
island  of  such  pests,  and  put  a  stop  to  their  preaching. 

A  temperate,  well-written  tetter  from  Mr.  Barry,  inserted 
in  the  "Kingston  Chronicle"  of  the  following  day,  corrects  the 
wild  esaggeratioDS  and  miBstatements  of  the  "  Courant,"  and 
informs  those  who  were  not  present,  of  what  really  took 
place  at  the  missionary  meeting.  This  cannot  well  be  done 
without  presenting  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Beaumont  and  his 
followers  in  such  a  light  as  turns  the  laugh  upon  them  nn 
all  sides,  and  the  baffled  experimenters  find  it  hard  to  endure 
the  jeers  and  scoffs  of  their  boon  companions,  who  rally 
them  unsparingly  on  "  the  failure  of  their  crusade  against 
the  Methodist  parsons,"  and  on  their  being  "  compelled  to 
beat  an  ignominious  retreat." 

But  the  principal  of  the ' '  Courant "  office  is  not  a  man  to  be 
easily  put  out  of  countenance  ;  nor  is  he  inclined  to  sit  down 
tamely  under  his  defeat.  He  finds  it  impossible  to  make 
out  any  thing  like  a  cliarge  of  holding  a  riotous  assembly, 
or  uttering  seditious  language,  though  well  disposed  to  do 
80.  For,  after  all,  the  utmost  that  could  be  proved  would  be, 
that  some  of  the  speakers  held  up,  in  a  ridiculous  point  of 
view,  the  fruitless  attempts  of  the  St.  Ann's  magistrates  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  the  truth  amongst  the  slaves,  by  perse- 
cuting- and  imprisoning  miBswoanea.    \^  "»id\i6,\i%\io^AssHa, 
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with  such  a  man  upon  the  bench  as  now  iilU  the  office  of 
«hief  justice,  to  atteinpt  to  press  any  such  charge.  Bob 
Bomething  may  be  done  with  the  law  of  libel,  and  a  jury  of 
Jamaica  white  men,  with  their  well-known  hatred  to  the 
missionaries  and  their  work.  Mr.  Barry's  letter  ia  eagerly 
scanned,  in  the  hope  that  Bomething  may  be  stlected,  i'roin 
the  caustic  remarks  which  have  made  the  "  Coiira,iit "  editors 
and  their  party  a  laughing-stock  in  the  colony,  that  may  be 
tortured  into  ground  for  an  action  of  libel. 

"Ah!  here  is  something  that  will  do  I  Tliia  may  serve 
the  purpose,  and  I  may  succeed  in  making  a  planter  jury 
believe  that  he  has  uttered  '  a  false,  scandalous,  and  malicious 
libel,' in  saying,  eooeeming  me,  Augustus  Hardin  Beaumont, 
*  That  I  laughed  at  the  gentleman's  threat  of  dissolving  the 
meeting,  I  readily  admit ;  and  I  do  not  remember  at  any 
time  to  have  seen  magisterial  dignity  so  completely  sunk,'  " 
Upon  the  charge  of  lihel  founded  on  this  extract,  the 
offended  editor  of  the  "Courant,"  as  he  can  find  nothing 
that  will  suit  hia  purpose  better,  resolves  to  arraign  Mr. 
Barry,  the  chairman  of  the  meeting,  before  a  Jamaica  court 
and  jury. 

Eight  months  have  passed  away,  and  another  scene 
presents  itself  to  our  view.  The  place  is  the  assize  court  of 
the  county  of  Surrey ;  and  it  is  thronged  in  every  part  by 
■eager  spectators  of  all  hues.  Not  a  few  whites  are  there, 
including  the  principal  mercantile  and  professional  residents, 
who  constitute  the  aristocracy  of  the  city  of  Kingston, 
Some  of  these  eshibit,  in  their  peculiar  type  of  countenance, 
the  nnmistakeable  marks  of  having  derived  their  origin  from 
the  illustrious  Chaldean  who  was  honoured  with  the  designa- 
tion, "  The  friend  of  God."  The  fuU-hlood  African,  the  Sambo, 
the  Mulatto,  the  Quadroon,  the  Mestee,  and  the  Jlestifeno, 
who  claims  by  law  the  privilege  of  being  considered  white, 
.all  are  there.  And  all  exhibit  an  unusual  degree  of  intereit 
and  eipectation ;  for  the  cause  of  "  Beaumont  versu»  Barry" 
is  to  lie  tried,  an  action  for  lihel,  and  it  is  understood  that  hoth 
parties,  dispensing  with  counsel,  will  plead  for  themselves. 

With  the  plaintiff,  ibis  is  nothing  unu6ua\-,  Iot,  Aiemgol 
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a  pugDRcious  and  litigiouE  disposition,  there  is  seldom  an 
assize  court  held  in  tho  county,  but  be  is  before  it,  cither  ai 
plaintiff  or  defendant ;  and  he  prides  himself  upon  Ki 
forensic  ability  and  cleverness.  With  the  defendant  it  is 
different ;  but  his  trust  is  in  the  righteousness  of  his 
and  in  the  promised  help  oi  the  Divine  Master,  whose  servant 
he  is.  He  baa  Eotne  conlldeiice  in  the  integrity  of  tie 
presiding  judge.  Three  judges  occupy  thK  bench,  two  of 
whom  are  non-profeasionals,  one  being  a  merchant  in  the  city, 
and  the  other  connecttd  with  the  press  ;  it  being  the  custoin 
to  appoint  the  puisne  judges  of  the  grand  court  fi'om  the 
local  gentry.  Both  are  held  in  esteem  as  highly  intelligent 
and  gentlemanly  men ;  but  being  more  or  less  mixed  up  with 
the  planting  interest,  and  both  of  them  owners  oi'  slaves, 
there  is  no  doubt  that  their  prepossessions  will  be  is  favoui 
of  Mr.  Beaumont.  But  the  chief  justice  is  one  whofe 
integrity  in  his  high  office  is  not  to  be  doubted.  He  is  a 
Creole,  that  is,  a  native  of  the  country ;  and  has  won  his  way 
to  eminence  at  the  bar,  and  ultimately  to  the  bench.  He  is 
but  little,  if  at  all,  inferior  to  his  elder  brother,  also  a  Jamaican 
judge,  whose  splendid  forensic  abilities  have  enabled  him  to 
achieve  the  high  office  of  Attorney -general  of  England,  and 
will  shortly  after  raise  him  to  the  bench,  and  enable  him,  a 
peer  of  the  realm,  to  take  his  place  among  that  illustrious 
list  of  English  judges,  whose  eminent  talents  and  incorrupti- 
ble integrity,  during  the  last  two  centuries,  have  not  ouly 
reflected  lustre  upon  the  country  where  they  iiave  slione 
as  some  of  its  brightest  ornaments,  but  inspired  a  degree  of 
confidence  in  the  administration  of  the  laws,  unparalleled 
in  any  other  nation  of  the  world.  It  is  the  younger 
brother  of  Sir  James  Scarlett,  attorney -general  of  England, 
afterwards  Lord  Abinger,  who  fills  the  office  of  chief 
justice  of  Jamaica.  He  also  has  received  from  his 
majesty  the  honour  of  kaightbood ;  and  presides  over  th& 
administration  of  justice  in  the  colony  with  an  ability  and 
impartiality  never  surpassed,  perhaps  never  equalled,  by  any 
of  his  predecessors. 

His  presence  on  the  bencVi  la  toMi-Bati-^,  wVii  koowa 
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to  be  a  man  who  Jears  and  loves  God,  a  zuErantee  that 
neither  planter  interests  nor  sectariaa  prejudices  will,  so  far 
as  the  presiding  judge  can  prevent  it,  be  allowed  to  iaterfera 
with  the  fair  adminifitration  of  justice.  The  jury  already  im- 
panelled is  not  much  to  be  relied  on.  JamaicajurieBareat  the 
period  of  our  uarrativalargely  conipoaedof  aclafs  of  men,  with 
whom  the  sanctity  of  an  oath  is  nota  very  weighty  considera- 
tion, They  consist  principally  of  planters ;  man  whose  moral 
senee  is  blunted,  if  not  destroyed,  by  the  closest  contact  with 
slavery,  and  who  become  in  many  instances  as  embruted  as 
human  beings  can  be,  by  having  to  do  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  this  loathsome  system  of  injuatice  and  cruelty. 
Bat  they  are  not  all  of  this  class.  Several  of  thosa 
impanelled  in  the  jury  box  belong  to  the  mercantile  class  ia 
the  city.  Though  all  are  white  men, — for  the  time  has  not 
yet  eome  when  a  man  tinged  with  African  blood  ia  permitted 
to  act  as  a  jiu'yman,— yet  these  are  persona  whose  residence  in 
the  city  has  given  them  a  better  opportunity  of  understand- 
ing the  true  character  both  of  the  "Courant"  editors  and  the 
missionaries  than  their  planter  coadjutors.  They  are  mea 
who  may  be  expected  to  do  right. 

The  charge  hiving  been  read  by  the  clerk  of  the  coort, 
accusing    the   defendant   of  "  having    wrongfully,   falsely,    I 
maliciously,  and  injuriously  composed,  wrote,  and  caused  to    ' 
be  composed,  written,  and  published,  in  a  certain  newt^paper, 
calledthe'KingstonChronicleand  Jamaica  Journal,' acertain 
false,  malicious  and  defamatory  libel  of  and  concerning  tha    i 
said  plaintiff,"  &c.,  &c. ;  Mr.  Btaumont  lii^es  to  open  h 
case,  and  commences  thus  :— 

"May  it  please  your  honours; — gentlemen  of  the  jury  ;- 
you  ale  to  decide  upon  an  action    instituted  by  rae,  as 
magistrate  of  the  city,  against  a  Methodist  prtacber.     The 
record  avers,    1.    That   I  was   a  magistrate  of  Kingston. 
(Mr.  Beaumont  was  a  corporation  magistrate  only,  but  quite 
disposed  to  magnify  his  ofBce.)  2.  That,  whilst  I  held  this 
office, the  defendant  and  numerous  other  persona  were  riotously 
and  unlawfully  assembled  together  in  this  city.     8.  That    , 
as  I  was  lequked  by  my  office,  I  interfered  to  put  as  end  tarn 
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this  unlawful  assembly,  as  it  is  averred  it  was  taj  dntj  to  do, 
4.  That,  the  defendant,  intending  to  injure  my  reputation 
as  a  magistrate  of  this  city,  and  to  misrepresent  my  conduct 
in  reminding  him  of  his  violation  of  tbe  law,  a  few  daysa^ 
published  a  libel,  accuring  me  of  having  degraded  my  office 
on  the  occasion  of  my  intcTference  with  himself  and  othet 
sectarian  preachers,  his  companions,  wbo,  as  ib  will  be  proved 
to  you,  were  engaged,  in  open  violation  of  the  law,  stiniag 
op  a  mnltitnde  of  slaves  and  free  persODs  of  colour  to  acta 
of  ioBnrbordinatioD,  by  political  harangues,  in  a  place  wbich 
was  generally  Bupposed  to  be  one  appropriated  for  religion* 
pnip<H«  eiclnsively,  and  in  which  capacity  alone  it  wa« 
recognised  by  the  law  of  tbe  island." 

He  then  proceeds  with  an  address  fraught  with  abuse  and 
invective,  raakiiig  frequent  reference  to  the  case  of  Smith 
(the  martyred  missionary)  of  Demerara ;  and  leaving  no 
donbt  upon  any  intelligent  hearer's  mind  that  he  relies,  for 
success  in  this  action,  upon  the  well  known  prejudices  against 
missionaries  which  possess  the  public  mind,  and  which  he  has 
fostered  to  the  utmost  in  bis  newspaper.  Having  rung  the 
changes  at  great  length  upon  "riotous  and  seditious  assem- 
blies," "turning  magistrates  into  ridicule,"  "plundering 
the  slaves,"  £c.,  &c.,  and  appealing  with  all  the  power  of 
which  he  is  capable  to  their  interest  in  the  maintenance  of 
slavery  and  their  jealousy  of  aud  prejudice  against  the  mia- 
aionary  teachers  of  the  !Negro,  he  proceeds  to  call  his 
witnesses. 

First  there  is  Mr.  Gutzmer,  the  chief  of  the  city  police; 
then  Bruce,  the  editor  of  the"  Courant "  newspaper,  and  some 
half  dozen  others,  by  whose  testimony  the  plaintiff  endea- 
vours to  prove  that  the  orderly  and  harmless  missionary 
meeting  was  a  seditious  and  riotous  assembly.  But  unfor- 
tunately for  him,  on  being  subjected  to  a  close  cross-exami- 
nation by  Mr.  Barry,  no  two  of  them  can  agree  together  u 
to  the  precise  language  used  by  any  of  the  speakers.  All 
that  they  can  testify  is,  that  "  something  was  said  about 
the  misBionariea  and  the  St,  Ann's  magistrates,  and  their 
not  being  more  clever  than  tkc  davii  m  ge\Kvii^  ^ds  ^ica:^i»L- 
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aries  driven  out  of  the  pariBh."  All  ara  constrained  to 
acknowledge  tba,t  there  maa  nothing  in  the  least  degree 
riotous  and  difovderly;  only  a  little  laughter  and  cheering 
when  the  apeakera  said  anything  that  pleased  the  coogre- 
gation.  And  their  testimony  goes  clearly  to  shoir  that 
there  was  nothing  to  require  Mr.  Beaumont's  interference 
Bfl  a  magistrate,  but  that  it  was  altogether  gratuitous 
and  uncalled  for. 

There  are  no  more  witnessea  to  hring  forward,  except  two 
or  three  of  the  aldermen  of  the  city,  to  bear  testimony  that 
during  the  brief  period  since  Mr.  Beaumont  wa3  ioveated 
with  magisterial  dignity  by  hie  election  as  an  alderman,  he 
haa  conducted  himself  in  the  office  with  propriety.  The 
case  has  utterly  failed  eo  far  as  it  visa  designed  to  show  that 
he  was  justified  in  displaying  his  magisterial  authority  by 
interrupting  the  proceedings  of  the  missionary  meeting. 

The  bustling  little  man,  so  confident  a  little  while  before 
that  he  might  rely  for  a  verdict  upon  the  strong  prejudieeH 
and  prepossessions  of  the  jury  against  the  accused  Methodist 
parson,  has  evidently  become  fidgetty  and  nerTOua,  He  is  not 
much  re-aatured  by  the  expression  which  ho  is  acute  enough 
to  read  on  the  countenances  of  ttejury.  They  do  not  look 
exactly  aa  he  would  like  to  see  thera.  Still  leas  docs  he  like 
the  calm  self  possession  of  his  antagonist.  A  broad  smile 
OTBTspreading  his  fine,  good-humoured  face,  and  the  light  of 
superior  intelligence  gleaming  from  his  eye,  there  he  aita 
within  a  few  feet  of  his  accuser,  as  calm  and  unmoved  as  if 
the  practice  of  a  court  of  law  were  his  every-day  vocation; 
not  a  muscle  of  his  countenance  disturbed  by  the  envenomed 
accuaationa  with  which  he  has  been  assailed. 

The  plaintiff  announces  that  his  case  is  closed.  Then 
1/Lr.  Barry  rises  to  state  that  he  will  call  no  witnesses. 
This  announcement  produces  a  strange  effect  on  the  plaintiff. 
Already  become  very  anxious  about  the  success  of  his  cause, 
which,  he  feels,  haa  begun  to  wear  a  dubious  aspect,  he  is 
wrought  up  to  a  state  of  violent  excitement  when  he  finds 
that  he  is  out-generalled  by  the  placid  gentleman 

For  the  course  which  the  defendant  'piO'gas.Bft 
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take  otitH  Lim  off  from  the  right  of  reply.  He  foams  at  the 
mouth  with  rage,  as,  ttartiug  I'rom  his  seat,  be  insiata  tlut 
the  defendant  must  stand  or  fall  by  the  law,  which  he,  the 
plaintiff,  has  quoted  as  applicable  to  the  ca^e,  Not  lo. 
With  a  coolness  exhihitiag  a.  striking  contrast  to  the 
eieitement  of  the  plaintiff,  Mr,  Barry  asserts  hia  right  also 
to  produce  quotations  from  the  law,  upon  which  his  adversai^ 
may,  if  he  chooses  to  do  so,  give  hia  opinion,  before 
he,  Mr.  Barry,  proceeds  to  address  the  court  and  jury  m 
defence.  The  court,  uotwithfltanding'  the  violent  objectioni 
raised  by  the  plsiutiff,  afiirma  the  right  that  is  claimed. 
The  books  Mr.  Barry  is  about  to  quote  from  are  handed 
over  to  the  plaintiff,  who  brings  upon  himself  the  rebuke  of 
the  court  by  attempting  to  obliterate  the  memoranda  and 
remove  the  marks  made  by  Mr,  Barry  to  faciiitate  hia 
reft^rence  to  the  authorities  he  intends  to  cite.  The  preaiding 
judge,  ohEervisg  thia,  remarks,  "0,  Mr.  Beaumont  I  it 
must  be  a  very  bad  cause  indeed  that  requires  such  conduct 
as  that."  Thi!  law  quotations  are  then  read  by  Mr.  Barry, 
proving  that  the  missionary  meeting  was  neither  riotous  nor 
seditious,  that  the  plaintiff  had  no  right  whatever  to  interfere 
with  its  proceedingH,  and  that  there  was  nothing  iu  the  words 
in  question  that  rendered  them  liable  to  be  regarded  as 
libellous. 

Deprived  of  the  important  last  word,  by  Mr.  Barry 
declining  to  call  witnesses,  the  irritated  plaintiff  attempts  to 
pour  ridicult:  upoa  the  authorities  quoted  by  his  adversary, 
and  endeavours  to  persuade  the  jury  that  those  authorities, 
relative  to  riots  and  riotous  assemblies,  are  founded  upon 
British  laws  not  extending  to  the  island.  He  then  proceeds 
ftirther  to  appeal  to  the  pro-slavery  and  sectarian  prejudices 
which  he  assumes  the  jury  to  posseas ; — "  That  the  defendant 
is  not  less  entitled  to  your  justice  because  he  is  a  sectarian 
preacher  is  undoubted  ;  he  possesses  the  same  rights  as  I  do, 
but  no  more.  He  is  not  permitted,  because  he  is  a  sectarian 
preacher,  to  assemble  a  large  multitude  of  slaves,  and,  iu  a 
house  sanctioned  for  religious  purposes  only,  excite  thein 
to  disaffection  and  sedition,  by  &Q6Q'c'v\n.ug  ^■'aa  -caa.^viuE&s.-j  i^C 
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the  country  as  fools  and  devils.  It  would  be  no  answer 
Mr.  BaiTj  to  say  tbat  he  did  not  use  thia  language  ; 
presided  at  an  asserablj  wLeu  this  language  was  used,  i 
in  the  eye  of  the  law  he  is  equally  guilty.  I,  as  a  magistrate, 
had  a  duty  to  fulGl  which  the  law  imposed,  and  I,  by  n 
oath  of  office,  was  aworn  to  perform.  That  duty  was  n 
lesa  imperative  on  me  because  I  was  a  proprietor  of  a  new 
paper,  and  Mr.  Barry  a  Methodist  preacher.  His  illegal 
acts  were  not  thereby  justified;  my  duty  was  not  I 
imperative  ;  for  having  fearlessly  and  honeslly  performed  it, 
I  am  not  leas  entitled  to  your  protection,  and  to  have  my 
rights  vindicated  by  you.  That  my  conduct  as  a  magistrate 
is  correct,  I  have  proved ;  that  I  have  always  conducted 
myself  with  integrity,  and  that  I  have  never  lowered  the 
office,  is  proved  by  the  testimony  of  gentlemen  whose 
applause  is  honour ;  and  certainly  is  not  to  be  sunk  to  a 
comparison  with  the  slanders  of  men  who,  under  the  pretence 
of  teaching  Christianity,  turn  the  temple  of  God  into  ,t 
Stock  Exchange  alley,  who  barter  the  character  of  the 
magistracy  of  the  island  for  gold  dollar  pieces,  pistoles, 
anything  tbat  is  not  short  of  a  macoaroni,"  (a  slang  term  for 
a  quarter  dollar,)  "and  who  have  made  the  house  of  God  a 
place  of  money-changers.  Was  this  the  object  of  our  laws, 
when  the  legislature  of  Britain  passed  the  Toleration  Act*, 
and  allowed  such  men  as  the  defendant  to  propagate  their 
opinions  of  Christianity  ?  Did  it  mean  to  give  them  a 
charter,  a  monopoly  of  extortion  f  Did  it  authorize  the 
defendant  and  his  compeers  to  vilify  the  magistracy,  to 
barter  away  their  reputation*  '/or  any  lliing  not  short  of  a 
macearoni ; '  or  to  preach  teditioti,  D-onsense,  and  obsceoity  p 
la  this  Christianity  ?  Is  this  the  religion  your  slaves  ai-e  to 
be  taught  P  Is  this  the  religion  which  the  Founder  of  the 
Christian  code  established  ?  Did  the  Saviour  of  mankind 
teach  His  disciples  to  ask  for  dollar  pieces,  pistoles,  '  any 
thing  not  short  of  a  macearoni?'  No;  we  find  it  thus 
written  in  Matthew,  Mark,  and  Luke : — '  And  Jesus  went 
into  the  temple,  and  cast  out  all  those  that  sold  and  bought 
in  the  temple,  and  overthrew  the  tables  ot  liie  ■mn^ie^- 
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changers ;  and  He  taught,  saying  unto  them,  Is  it  not 
written.  My  house  shall  be  called  of  all  nations  the  house  of 
prayer  ?  but  je  have  made  it  a  den  of  thievcB.'  Such  wu 
the  opinion  of  the  Founder  of  the  ChristiaD  religion  of  the 
seekers  after  '  any  thing  not  short  of  a  maccaroni," 

"  This  trial  is  of  no  connmon  importance.  If  you  allow 
that  defendaut  to  pass  unpunisbed,  no  magistrate,  in  fature, 
will  dare  to  perform  his  duty.  In  this  question,  it  matters  not 
whether  the  magistrates  of  St.  Ann's,  whom  this  defendant 
and  his  coadjutors  vilified,  had  performed  their  duty  or  not. 
It  is  true  these  magistrates  were,  on  ex-parte  accusation, 
without  the  form  of  a  trial,  and  vrithout  being  allowed  to 
utter  one  word  in  their  own  defence, expelled  the  magistracy 
hy  the  late  lieutenant-governor,  for  an  act  which  the  statute 
law  of  the  island  had  required  them  to  perform.*  But  even 
if  the  eonscience  of  these  punished,  though  untried,  magis- 
trates was  censurable,  was  the  defendant  permitted  to  turn 
'the  house  of  God,'  as  they  call  it,  not  only  into  a  p!aca  of 
money-ehanging,  of  buying  and  selling,  or  such  a  place  as, 
in  Scripture,  is  emphatically  called 'a  den  of  thieves;'  but  also 
into  a  court  of  political  and  judicial  inquiry,  where  the 
reverend  defendant  presided  like  another  CaiaphaB,  or  rather 
Pontius  Pilate,  immolating  the  character  of  the  magistracy 
to  propitiate  the  pathos  of  the  assembled  multitude,  and  to 
gather  '  every  thing  not  short  of  a  maccaroni,'  or,  as  another 
preacher  said, '  even  five-psnce  pieces  ?  ' 

"The  defendant  has  complimented  the  mayor  and  the 
rept  of  the  magistracy  of  this  city,  while  he  was  depreciating 
me.  This  is  easily  accounted  for.  Few  of  my  aasociatea 
in  the  magistracy  like  to  encounter  the  animosity  of  the 
gatherers  of  the  maccaronies.  I  have  defied  their  wrath 
and  done  my  duty.  I  claim  vindication  for  the  wrong  done 
me  for  discharging  my  public  office.  It  is  no  answer  to  say 
that  I  have  austained  no  pecuniary  injury.     Were  this  rule 

*  The  St.  Ann's  magistrutes  referred  to  baJ  been  dismissed  from 
oEoB  tor  fttiusijig  their  aathority,  and  violating  the  law,  in  oommit. 
ting  miBslonaries  to  gaal  far  preacbing  tho  Gospel,  one  of  whom  bad 
died  in  confleqaenoa  of  their  illegal  fioeeoiSia?^. 
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to  be  established,  then  the  higher  a  man's  character  for  ^^M 
talent  and  honesty  puts  him  heyond  the  reach  of  the  force  ^^H 
of  the  calumniator's  arrows,  the  more  euhject  is  he  to  be  a  ^^H 
mark  foT  the  aim  of  his  traducers.  But,  gentlemen,  this  is  ^^M 
not  law,  and  it  is  cot  reason  or  justice.     Besides,  ve  all  know       ^^M 

I"  serious  injury  ia  done   by  these  Blanderers.     We  all  have       ^^1 
ee^i  a  commiBgion  sent  out  to  a  custos  of  another  parish  on 
similBr  f^bricationB,  and  we  have  seen  the  colonial  character 
traduced  by  sectarians,  as  is  admitted  in  the  defendant's 
I      letter.  ^m 

"In  no  country  has  prejudicij  less  hold  than  in  Jamaica.       ^^M 
|i     We  have  seen  one  of  our  judges,  in  his  capacity  as  a  member      ^^H 
of  aasembly,  advocating,  and  successfully  advocating,  with        ^^^ 
all  bis  energies,  the  support  of  the  Eirk  of  Scotland  in  thia 
I     country,  though  he  was  bimsBlf  attached  to  the  Episcopalian 
I      Church  of  England.     Here  was  a  proof  of  liberal  feeling. 
He  acted  thus,  because  he  considered  that  he  was  promoting 
the  knowledge  of  the  essentials  of  true  religion.     Would  this 
I      judge  have  done  this,  had  such  conJuct  been  followed  in  the 

kirk  as  I  have  proved  was  pursued  in  the  tabernacle  of  the  ^^H 
sectarians  ?  Would  he  not  rather  have  aought  to  nproot  ^^| 
it  for  ever  F  *  ^^M 

"  In  bringing  this  defendant  before  you,  I  have  completed 
my  public  duty.  My  knowledge  of  recent  events  bad  con- 
vinced me  that  factious  doctrines  from  the  pulpib  had  caused 
the  rebellion  and  consequent  slaughter  at  Demerara.  My 
knowledge  of  law  had  taught  me  that  these  factious  preach- 
ments were  not  only  dangerous,  bat  unlawful.  My  knowledge 
of  Christianity  has  instructed  me  that  such  acta  were  those 
of  thieves,  not  of  Christians.  My  oath  of  ofBce  required  me 
to  suppress  such  assemblies,  and  T  honestly  performed  my 
duty.  I  gave  my  antagonist  the  opportunity  of  showing 
that  hie  libel  was  true.  He  has  failed  in  doing  so.  He  has 
this  day  been  proved  to  ho  a  maji  aiding  others  in  getting 

*  Tbe  minister  of  the  kiik  in  question  was  a  man  who,  possessing 
some  ability,  sold  himseU  DolDnonsly  to  uphold  hnmau  slavsT;,  aod 
frequently  in  a  priTote  way  vilified  the  missionariea  through  the 
eolaiana  ottbe  "  CoarsDf." 
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money  by  extortion,  under  pretence  of  teaching  Christianity ; 
making  the  house  of  Qod  a  den  of  public  robbers.  I  have 
fully  proved  the  falsity  of  hia  Blander  on  my  conduct, 
have  shown  that  his  slander  has  all  the  essentials  of  a  libel,— 
its  falaebood,  its  malice,  its  venality. 

"  Whether  I  am  a  fit  maa  io  hold  magisterial  office,  is  not 
to  be  determined  by  such  men  as  the  defendant.  The  law, 
and  the  guardians  of  that  law,  some  of  the  most  respected 
and  honoured  men  of  Jamaica,  who  elected  me  to  that  officai 
have  decided  that  I  am  fit  to  hold  this  station ;  and  yoo 
have  heard  the  honourable  testimony  these  men  have  thii 
day  given  in  my  favour.  Unless  you  mean  to  sanction  such 
conduct  as  that  proved  against  the  defendant ;  unless  you 
mean  to  allow  him,  aud  others  like  hira,  to  extort  money 
from  your  slaves ;  to  denounce  the  magistrates,  from  their 
pulpits,  as  devils  aud  fools;  to  emulate  Smith  the  mission- 
ary, and  to  turn  Jamaica  into  aootber  Detnerara ;  unless 
you  intend  to  prevent  any  magistrate  from  daring  to  sup- 
press their  seditious,  extortionate  harangues,  you  will  find 
this  defendant  guilty,  and  aesess  him  in  the  full  amount  oi 
£2,000  Bought,  giving  to  himself  and  the  whole  herd  of 
preachers  this  salutary  lesson,  that,  not  even  to  gather  np 
the  dollar  pieces,  and  '  any  thing  not  short  of  a  maccaroni,' 
will  they  be  permitted  to  preach  sedition,  instead  of  the 
Qospel,  to  our  slaves. 

"  The  damages  will  not  be  borne  by  Mr.  Barry  alone,  but 
by  the  whole  body  which  he  represents  ;  the  corporation, 
the  company,  the  federal  band  of  maeearoni  hunters,  as  well 
in  Thames  Street,  Eingston,  as  elsewhere.  All  wiU  contri- 
bute to  release  their  beloved  brother  from  the  coneequenoes 
of  a  heavy  verdict ;  the  consequences,  of  seeking  too 
anxiously  after  '  every  thing  not  short  of  a  maccaroni.'  I  am 
sure  you  do  not  intend  to  encourage  the  sectarians  preacbing 
sedition  and  extorting  money,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  cen- 
sure and  punish  the  magistrate  who  bas  attempted  to  compel 
thsm  to  obey,  not  himself,  but  the  law.  I  have  placed 
myself  foremost  in  the  breach  made  b^  avicb  mea  as  the 
defendant  in  the  constitution  oI   VVe  coMaVj.      liiSi. 'eu'ea 
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energies  are  directed  agaiuBt  me.  I  look  to  be  supported  by 
thejitrieB  of  Jamaica  in  resisting  the  invasions  made  upon 
her  rights  by  the  legions  of  cant,  eitortion,  and  sedition. 
Never  forget  that  the  sedition  of  Smith,  a.  niiFsionary  in 
Demerara,  occasioned  the  revolt  amongst  the  slaves  in  that 
country.  Neglect  me  ;  allow  me  to  be  trampled  on  by  those 
vhose  assaults  on  the  citadel  of  our  laws  I  have  sought  to 
repel  j  then  their  attacli  must  be  successful.  Your  slaves 
will  be  taught  sedition ;  they  will  learn  to  rebel,  and  your 
lives  and  fortunes  will  be  sacrifioed.  As  your  laws  perish,  so 
roust  yonreelves,  your  wives  and  children,  fall.  I  have  ful- 
filled my  doty;  but  mine  is  an  inferior  ministerial  office  in 
the  temple  of  justice.  I  have  bound  that  defendant  about 
and  about  with  the  bonds  of  the  law.  I  have  dragged  the 
aeditious  qstortioner  before  you.  Tours  is  the  arm  of  jus- 
tice ;  let  it  fall  upon  this  public  offender  ;  this  chairman  of 
those  whom  the  Bible  calls  a  '  den  of  thieves  ; '  this  puhlio 
eitortioner ;  this  public  robber ;  this  robber  of  the  poor . 
this  robber  of  the  slave." 

Exhausted  with  the  delivery  of  this  grandilociuent  invec- 
tive, into  which  he  has  thrown  all  the  ability  and  address  he 
can  command,  the  injured  (?)  magisterial  dignitary  subsides 
into  his  seat.  Mr.  Barry,  who  seems  to  he  but  Httle  the 
worse  for  the  thunder  which,  for  more  than  an  hour,  has 
been  rolling  about  his  head,  rises  to  commence  his  defence 
in  the  following  terms : — 

"May  it  please  your  honours ;— gentlemen  of  the  jury; 
— you  have  hi'ard  the  fierce  and  elaborate  address  of 
the  plaintiff', — into  which  he  has  thrown  whatever  talent 
and  energy  he  possesses, — attempting  to  prove  the  charge 
against  me  of  having  insulted  him  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duty  as  a  magistrate.  You  have  heard  him  cite  a 
variety  of  precedents  and  authorities  to  prove,  what  I 
am  willing  in  a  moment  to  admit,  that  to  libel  a  magistrate, 
B8  such,  in  the  execution  of  his  duty,  is  not  only  oognizabh 
but  punishable,  by  law.  It  may  appear  strange  to  you 
gentlemen,  that  an  individual,  sustaining  the  character  of 
minister  of  rehgion,  should  appear  in  hia  own  proper  person 
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mrader  1 


to  plead  to  an  action  like  the  present.  Sut  wlieii  I  con^dei 
(be  Irivolous  nature  of  the  chaise, — a  charge,  the  mere 
mitting  of  which  to  a  British  jury  is  an  insult  to  their 
judgtoent  and  integrity ;  when  I  consider  the  character  of 
the  plmntiS*,  an  uficeasinff  and  notoriout  libeller;  when  I 
consider  \ai  conduct  in  courts  of  justice,  as  calculated  to 
lessen  and  undermine  that  respect  which  ougbt  ever  to  be 
cherished  in  the  puhlio  mind  towards  our  judicial  institu- 
tions ;  when  I  consider  the  supreme  contempt  with  which  he 
appears  to  treat  the  Jamaica  bar, — a  bar  composed  of  gentle 
men  whose  attainineiits  would  render  iu  the  plaintiff  the 
bare  idea  of  comparison  unpardonable  arrogance  and  pre- 
sumption ;  and,  above  all,  when  I  consider  the  plaintifrs 
motive  in  sending  out  this  action,  a  desire  to  come  in  per- 
sonal collision  with  me, — for  this  he  has  avowed  ; — yes,  gen- 
tiemen,  he  has  declared  that,  were  I  to  retain  counsel,  he 
would  withdraw  the  action,  but,  were  I  to  plead  in  propria 
persotid,  he  would  follow  it  up, — I  say  that,  under  all  these 
circumstances,  I  should  feel  it  degrading  to  have  employed 
counsel  to  plead  to  such  on  action,  instituted  by  sucb  a  man, 
and  tried  by  a  jury  of  my  countrymen  hound  by  the  solemn 
obUgatioD  of  sn  oath.  I  am  perfectly  aware,  gentlemen, 
that,  were  it  not  for  the  public  situation  which  I  hold  in  the 
Wesleyan  Society,  you  would  never  have  been  called  on  to 
try  this  action.  The  plaintiff,  fully  conscious  of  the  pre- 
judice which  unfortunately  exists  in  this  island  against  some 
bodies  of  dissenters,  and  judging,  no  doubt,  from  his  own 
\iews  and  principles,  that  he  might  poseibli/  find  a  jury  who, 
under  the  influence  of  this  prejudice,  would  be  disposed  to 
grant  him  a  verdict,  malces  the  trial,  and  institutes  the  pro- 
cess ;  and  I  fearlessly  aver,  gentlemen,  that,  were  I  a  mere 
private  citizen,  such  a  course  would  never  have  been  adopted. 
But  does  the  existence  of  this  unhappy  feeling  make  me 
afraid  to  place  my  cause  in  your  hands  this  day  ?  Can  I 
fear  for  a  moment  that  this  ground  of  success  assumed  by 
the  plaintiff  shall  influence  your  decision  p  Can  I  believe 
that  private  or  personal  aversion  will,  in  the  minds  of 
Britons,  rise  paramount  to  the  cVaime  (il  tcu'Oa.  «».&  Y^tv:^? 
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No,  gentlemen  ; — and  I  care  notwlio  the  individuals  arc  that 
oecnpy  that  seat, — I  place,  with,  unshaken  oonfidenCv',  my 
cltums  to  a  verdict  in  the  handij  of  men  who  will  retider  that 
justice  to  another  which  they  would  demand  for  thcmsclTes. 
It  is  true,  geotlfmen,  that,  in  some  of  the  minor  points  of 
religious  faith,  you  and  I  may  happen  to  differ ;  but  Gad 
forbid  that  a  difference  in  religious  Ofiniona  should  cause  us 
to  trample  beneath  our  feet  those  public  and  eacred  rig^hta  in 
which  wo  all  glory.  Ood  forbid  that  a  difference  in  religion 
should  lead  us  to  disregard  the  high  requisitions  of  those 
precepts  and  doctrines  which  we  equally  recognise,  and 
which  ineuleate  the  great  duty  of  Christian  charity,  without 
which  our  world  would  become  a  field  of  blood.  Whatever 
may  be  our  pecuhar  views  in  religion,  I  regard  you,  gentle- 
men, as  believtrs  in  a  Divine  revelation,  and  as  respecting  its 
tremendous  sanctions.  I  view  you  under  the  awful  obliga- 
tion of  an  oath,  and  feeling  the  woigbt  of  that  obligation. 
Z  do  not,  then,  in  the  common  language  of  courts,  call  upon 
you  to  exclude  prtjudica  from  your  minda.  No ;  let  pre- 
jadice,  if  you  feel  it,  operate  to  its  full  extent.  Your  judg- 
ment, your  justice,  your  integrity,  your  veneration  for  the 
law  of  God,  your  respect  for  your  solemn  oath,  but,  above 
all,  your  anticipations  of  that  last  great  day  when  you  and 
I  shall  stand  before  a  higher  tribunal,  when  the  Judge  of  all 
the  earth  shall  do  right,  and  from,  whose  decision  no  poseible 
appeal  can  He  ;^I  say,  gentlemen,  all  these  considerations 
ehall  conquer,  must  conquer,  every  feeling  in  your  bosoms 
but  that  which  prompts  to  the  exercise  of  juatice  between 
man  and  man. 

"  It  has  been  insinuated  that  I  stand  connected  with  the 
African  Institution,  and  correspond  with  the  Colonial  Office 
as  the  enemy  of  this  colony.  But,  gentlemen,  I  solemnly 
declare  that  I  do  not  know  a  single  individual  of  that  Insti- 
tution, and  that  I  have  never,  directly  or  indirectly,  i 
nicated  with  the  Colonial  Office.  During  the  period  of  my 
residence  in  this  island,  I  have  never  transmitted  to  the 
mother- country  any  information  injurious  to  the  country  or 
itsinagistraey.    No,  gentlemen,  I  never  had  cause  tu  io  w. 
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and  the  motive  for  suet  an  implication  nnist  be  obvions. 
bavelong  been  represented  by  the  plaintiff  aa  endeavouriog  to 
counieract  tbe  designs  of  the  legislative  body  of  Jamuca, 
and  endangering'  the  safety  of  the  island.  But  I  defy  the 
pltuiitiffto  afford  the  Blightest  proof  of  these  charges.  And, 
gentlemen,  bo  generally  have  these  false  Insinuations  been 
circulated,  that,  before  iny  case  was  submitted  to  tbe  court, 
I  was  told  that,  as  a  Wcsleyan  missionary,  I  could  have  na 
chance  of  acquittal  in  a  Jamaica  court,  and  by  a  Jamuca 
jury.  But,  gentlemen,  do  I  believe  this  ?  Solemnly  I  do 
[  not.  1  have  seen  that  in  this  court  two  days  since  which 
'  would  have  induced  me  to  place  my  life  in  the  hands  of  their 
honours  on  the  bench,  and  the  jury  that  occupied  yoor 
place;  and  I  feel  the  n)o»t  andoubted  assurance  that  justice 
will,  this  day,  be  equally  and  impartially  administered. 

"  Much  stress  has  been  laid  by  Mr.  Beaumont  on  the 
dicuTOstance  of  my  not  calling  witnesses  to  rebut  the 
testimony  adduced  on  his  part.  But,  gentleHten,  why  call 
witnesses  P  What  did  his  witnesses  prove  ?  Why,  they 
atiemp/ed  io  fii  the  charge  of  eeJiiioB  on  the  meeting.  But 
do  I  now  stand  before  you  on  a  charge  of  sedition  ?  Has  a 
criminal  information  been  fi.led  against  me?  Why,  then, 
should  I  adduce  testimony  to  disprove  that  of  which  1  am 
not  formally  and  legally  accused  P  The  plaintiff'  has  sophisti- 
cally  endeavoured  to  mix  up  in  hie  address  to  you  sedition 
and  libel.  Why,  gentlemen  p  That  be  might  raise  a  volume 
of  dust  for  the  purpose  of  escaping  in  the  cloud  he  had 
pr^iduced.  But  this  will  not,  cannot  deceive  so  intelligent  a 
jury  as  that  I  am  now  addressing.  He  has  also  asserted  that 
an  improper  junction  was  formed  between  the  Baptists  and 
Wealeyans  for  political  purposes,  and  that  the  meeting  was 
held  merely  to  forward  those  purposes.  Gentlemen,  such 
meetings  are  held  all  over  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  I  have 
been  invited  to  the  platform  with  and  by  the  clei^  of  the 
Church  of  England.  Was  that  for  the  pnrposts  of  political 
union  ?  You  are  fully  aware  it  was  not ;  and  yet  it  wa» 
quite  as  much  so  as  the  junction  alluded  to.  The  Wealeyana 
and  Baptists  aie  quite  distinct  ■,  c     '    '  " 
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our  economy  are  different.  Our  respective  Bocieties  some 
times  imBgine  wc  stacd  too  ntucb  opposed  to  each  otLer 
Bat  there  ia  a  commou  ground  we  all  occupy ;  and  for  the 
general  disEsmination  of  religion  we  combine.  Such  was  the 
object  of  the  meeting'.  It  was  betd,  not  for  jiolitiral 
purposes,  but  to  raise  funds  in  order  to  send  Christian  n 
eicmariea  to  distant  parts  of  the  world.  Eut,  gentlem 
though  it  was  not  necessary  for  me  to  bring  farmard  witnesses 
to  disprove  that  with  which  I  was  not  charged,  I  must 
direct  your  attention  to  the  nature  of  the  meeting  to  show 
that,  it  not  being  illegal,  the  plwntiff  had  no  right  of 
interference.  Though  not  eiactly  an  act  of  worshipj  it  i 
jet  a  rebgious  service,  ooramtnced  and  concluded  with 
einging  and  prayer,  publicly  anikounced,  open  to  all,  and  in 
which  any  man  was  welcome  to  express  bis  seutimenta, 
even  in  opposition  to  the  object  of  the  meeting,  so  lon^  as 
he  conducted  the  discussion  temperately  and  properly.  The 
authorities  already  cited  to  you  irrefragably  prove  to  you 
that  there  was  not  a  tingle  feature  of  the  meeting  which 
made  it  illegal.  Mr.  Gutzmer  swearB  that  he  could  not  eay 
that  any  of  the  speakers  called  the  magistrates  of  St,  Ajin'a 
fools  and  devils ;  the  other  witnesses  will  not  sweiir  to  it. 
Mr.  Bruce  deposes  that,  until  the  plaintiff  rose  to  speak, 
there  was  not  the  least  appearance  of  disorder.  The  boy, 
Cbamberlaine,  swears  tbero  was  a  rush  ;  his  crojs-csamina- 
tion  proved  that  to  have  bei'n  impossible.  The  people,  the 
greater  part  compofed  of  whites  and  respectable  persons  of 
colour,  were  cooped  up  in  pews.  There  was  but  a  narrow 
passage  between  tbo^e  pews  and  the  walls.  The  plaiutiff  sat 
in  a  narrow  passage  traversing  the  pews,  the  doors  of  which 
opened  into  that  passage.  He  swears  the  people  were  in  the 
pews,  that  tbe  doors  were  not  opened,  and  that  the  passage 
in  which  Mr.  Beanmont  stood  would  hold  about  twelve  or  J 
twenty  persons.  Now,  gentlemen,  where  was  the  possi-  I 
hility  of  a  rush  ?  There  was  a.  rising,  I  grant,  such  as  a  ^ 
strange  voice  and  a  strange  speaker  would  have  oceasionBd 
in  anj  meeting.  Tbe  audience  stood  in  order  to'\ia.-^c  ?,  V\ft-« 
ot'thepeKon  addressing  tbe  meeting.     This  waattiaWtaii^te 
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Another  witueaa  swears  that  all  the  riot  he  saw  was  laughter, 
arising  from  the  relation  of  same  anecdotes  ;  one  of  whiok 
was  what  gave  rise  to  the  plaintiff's  confusion  about '  devili 
and  fools.'  But  surely,  gentlemen,  laughter  is  not  sedition 
or  riot!  The  plaintiff  endeavours  to  explain  away  ray 
argument  founded  upon  the  authority  of  Blackstooe,  by 
referring  to  the  island  laws  ;  but  he  seems  to  forget  that,  in 
the  case  of  the  King  vergus  "Whitehouse,  the  October  grand 
court  decided  that  the  Toleration  Act,  and  all  subsequent 
statutes  down  to  George  I.,  were  clearly  in  force  in  this 
island,  and  that  we  are  hound  and  protected  bj  their  pro- 
visions. Nothing  then  cooJd  have  constituted  the  meeting 
illegal  here  but  what  wou]d  have  constituted  it  illegal  in 
England  ;  and  I  have  cleajly  proved  that  by  the  provisions  of 
that  law  it  was  cot  illegal.  The  question  now  arises,  what 
had  the  plaintiff  to  do  by  interfering  ?  His  interference 
was  entirely  uncalled  for  ;  and  allowing  that  he  might  haca 
thought  himself  called  upon  to  do  so,  why  did  he  not  act 
constitutionally  ?  Why  not;  read  the  Riot  Act,  and  disperse 
it  by  proclamation  F  Was  the  announcement,  '  I  am  a 
magistrate,'  sufficient?  Though  an  attempt  to  break  up  the 
meeting  even  by  proclamation,  under  the  circumstances, 
would  have  been  highly  illegal,  yet  my  respect  for  the  laws 
would  have  induced  me  at  ouce  to  dissolve  the  meeting. 

"But  again,  gentlemen,  I  contend  that  no  seditious 
language  was  used,  and  therefore  no  magistrate  had  a  right 
to  iuterfere.  If  words  were  spoken  in  contempt  of  a  magis- 
trate, say  of  St.  Anu's,  the  magistrate  had  his  remedy  at 
law,  and  the  party  might  afterwards  be  indicted ;  but  this 
would  not  constitute  the  meeting  illegal ;  and  if,  under  such 
circumstances,  any  magistrate  interfered,  he  acted  illegally, 
and  would  be  answerable  foT  the  consequences.  His  rightto 
interfere  to  disperse  the  meeting  could  be  founded  only  on 
riotous  or  seditious  conduct  at  that  meeting.  Suppose,, 
gentlemen,  you  were  to  assemble  on  some  festive  occasion ;. 
suppose  an  individual  of  your  company  were  to  drop  some 
eipression  which  you  might  not  approve  of-,  suppose  a 
magistrate  were  to  interfere  aiTii  c(m\tnaiA'g(i\i,VQ  Scis^eMft^ 
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Ud  you  consider  such  interference  legal  and  conBtitn- 
Bsl  ?  Certainly  not.  Exactly  in  tbe  same  point  of  view 
K  must  consider  the  conduct  of  the  plaintiff. 
pThat  I  said  I  laughed  at  "the  plaintiff,  I  do  certainly 
It ;  and,  gentlemen,  I  cannot  to  this  moment  recollect  it 
Bhout  laughing.  I  am  sure,  had  you  been  present,  you 
would  have  joined  with  me  ;  and,  I  trust,  without  the  impu- 
tation of  crime.  Who,  gentlemen,  could  have  avoided 
laughing  to  heboid  the  plaintiff,  the  youngest  member  of  the 
common  council,  the  youngest  magistrate  of  KingatoD, 
pushing  himself  forward  on  such  an  occasion,  when  at  a  former 
meeting  at  which  I  presided,  and  at  which  Mr.  Beaumont 
would  no  doubt  have  smelt  seiSition  had  be  been  present, 
respectable  magistrates  of  Etauding  and  members  of 
assembly  attended,  and  they  dtd  not  interrupt  us  ?  Who 
would  not  have  laughed  to  see  the  great  Mr.  Beaumont 
interfere  by  saying,  '  I  am  a  magistrate,'  instead  of  reading 
the  Riot  Act  ?  Who,  gentlemen,  would  not  have  laughed 
to  see  the  plaintiff,  who,  on  the  morning  of  that  very  day, 
had  libelled  some  of  the  highest  pubHc  functionaries  in  the 
island,  attend  the  missionary  meeting  in  the  evening  to 
teach  the  Wesleyans  respect  for  the  local  authorities  ;  to  hear 
Lim  who  had  so  repeatedly  libelled  his  majesty's  government 
impressing  the  duty  of  submission  to  the  laws  ;  and  to  hear 
him  who  had  endeavoured  to  eicite  a  spirit  of  insurrection 
in  the  inhabitanta  of  Jamaica,  and  encourage  them  to  revolt 
from  the  mother  country  by  reminding  them  that  the 
resources  of  America,  in  her  first  struggle  for  independence, 
were  not  as  great  as  those  Jamaica  possesses,  harangue  in  a 
Methodiit  cbapel  to  put  down  sedition  P  A  singular  character 
is  this  modern  Proteus,  gentlemen ;  seditious  in  the 
morning,  loyal  at  night ;  black  at  one  moment,  white  at  the 
iiest ;  capable  of  assuming  what  form  and  character  he 
pleases,  and  all  for  the  accomplishment  of  his  own  purposes ! 
Yes,  gentlemen  ;  and  on  the  subject  of  the  meeting  I  honestly 
declare  that  it  was  only  Mr.  Beaumont's  character  as  a^ 
magistrate  which  secured  him  my  respect.  As  a  private 
man,  or  as  tbe  editor  oF  the  '  Courant,'  I  nCTet  Tee^c^ei,!. 
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never  could  respet^t  him ;  aiid  were  he  not  invested  t 
authority  by  the  laws,  I  would  have  put  him 
cannot  at  all  conjecture  why  the  plaintiff  auppo^es  that  I 
treated  him  disrespectfully  as  a  magistrate.  His  wiboMsea 
prove  that  I  treated  him  with  the  greatest  respect.  I  eoald 
not,  gentlemen,  contemn  the  magistracy,  I  view  them  as 
appointed  by  Ood  Himseir,  for  the  promotion  and  eecurity 
of  the  public  weal.  I  have  frequently,  in  my  professionBl 
character,  had  to  address  the  magistrates  on  the  subject  of 
licences.  I  appeal  to  them  whether  I  have  ever  acted  inde- 
corously. I  was  never  so  nnpleaiantly  circumstanced  with 
any  magistrates  as  with  thase  of  St.  Ann's,  in  the  case  of 
Messrs.  Orton  and  Whitehouse ;  and  yet,  gentlemen,  I 
revered  their  office,  and  treated  them  with  that  deference 
which  ia  due  to  their  position ;  and  I  must  say  they  knew 
how  to  respect  me.  It  is  quite  amusing  to  hear  the  plaintiff 
talk  of  promoting  the  ends  of  justice,  and  the  good  of  the 
public.  He  would  make  you  believe,  gentlemen,  that  he  is 
actuated  merely  by  public  motives  in  bringing  this  action; 
but  if  so,  why  not  adopt  those  means  hy  which,  if  I  were 
guilty,  the  ends  of  the  law  would  be  answered?  Why  not 
have  a  criminal  information  filed  ag-ainst  me?  Why? 
Beeanse  he  well  knew  such  an  indictment  could  not  be 
Buatained;  heeause  he  knows  a  jury  would  not  find  me  guilty, 
or  if  they  did,  the  bench  would  fine  me  sevec-peuce  half- 
penny; but  ho  brings  an  action  of  trespass  on  the  case, 
hoping  out  of  my  pocket  to  recruit  his  private  resources. 

"  It  now  becomes  my  duty,  gentlemen,  to  turn  your 
attention  to  the  alleged  libel  itself,  arising,  not  out  of  the 
circumstances  of  the  meeting^,  but  from  a  subsequent  slander 
in  the  '  Courant,'  which  staled  that  I  had  defied  the  raayor 
and  the  municipal  authorities ;  of  which  slander  my  letter, 
containing  the  alleged  libel,  was  but  a  refutation.  I  have 
already  stated  to  you  the  law  of  libel,  and  proved  that  the 
words  were  not  at  all  libellous.  How  does  the  plaintiff 
endeavour  to  overthrow  my  argument  ?  Why,  by  asserting 
that  there  ia  a  difference  between  verbal  and  written 
slander.     Granted ;  but  it   -was  on.  tVe  ftviS^^c'^  o^  -vyi.^\«.iv 
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Blander  I  addics^ed  you,  and  showed  tliab  if  the  words 
published  did  not  involTB  some  scanualous  crime,  for  which 
the  plaintiff^  ifbrought  before  3  court  of  justice  and  convicted, 
would  he  punishable  by  the  law,  they  were  not  libellous." 
(fiete  Mr.  Batry  quoted  Blackstoae,  and  Bome  cases  from 
Selnyn,  strongly  supporting  hia  views.)  '■  Now  I  ask,  did 
anythiug  I  wrote  involve  such  an  oflence  P  Did  I  impute 
tmy  crime  to  the  plaintiff  P  Did  I  charge  him  wic)i  that  for 
which  the  law  would  punish  him  ?  Nogentlemen  ;  and  the 
severest  criticism  could  not  possibly  torture  the  words  into 
libei.  Let  us  take  them  in  connexion  with  other  parb^i  of 
the  letter,  and  Betting  the  law  ajide,  which  has  already 
jndged  them,  examine  them  by  the  touchstone  of  common 
BeoEe.  Tbe  plaintiff  has  taken  no  notice  of  that  passage  in 
my  letter  whieh  contains  a  quotation  from  PropertiuR,  a 
poet  contemporary  with  Ovid,  which  declares  that  every 
man  has  a  vice  to  which  he  is  inclined  by  nature;  and  Mr. 
Beaumont,  the  ivst  man  I  have  ever  known  who  wishes  to 
be  considered  as  wholly  exempted  from  natural  imperfec- 
tions, is  highly  offended  by  the  application  of  tbe  pasaage. 
Aa  this  gentleman  is  very  fond  of  referring  to  classic 
authorities,  I  would  remind  hin^  of  Horace,  who  confirms 
the  sentiment  of  Fropcrtius,  He  says,  '  -iVam  siae  vitiia 
nmao  naedtur  ;  '  that  is,  in  plain  English,  '  No  one  is  bom 
without  vices ; '  and  yet  Mr.  Beaumont  must  be  entirely 
exempted.  Some  of  us  are  naturally  addicted  to  passion, 
Gome  to  pride,  and  others  to  pleasure ;  bub  hero  is  a 
man  by  nature  posseBsing  every  virtue,  and  prompted  by  no 
imperfection  or  failing  or  vice  in  any  form.  And  yet,  laying 
all  authority  aside,  if  there  be  any  truth  in  the  systems 
of  Gall,  Spurzheim,  and  Lavater,  the  plaiiitiff  is  the  very 
last  man  whom  from  the  conformation  of  his  skull  or  the 
eipre!Bion  of  his  countenance,  I  should  suppose  exempted 
firom  the  imperfections  of  huma.n  nature.  I  have  already 
proved  that  the  imputation  of  moral  defect,  or  of  natural 
imperfection,  is  not  at  all  actionable.  But,  gentlemen,  look 
at  the  words  according  to  the  interpretation  which  common 
aevae  mast  attach  to  them.     What  are  theY  ?     i-  iiCT«  ^-wf 
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lagisterial  dignity  so  sunk  !  Is  not  this,  I  would  ask,  the 
plain  meiuiing  of  the  phrase,  that  Mr.  Beaumont  was  of  nil 
men  I  have  known,  least,  capable  of  Bustaioing  the  dignity 
of  the  magisterial  character  ?  And  may  not  this  be  the 
May  not  one  man  be  more  eligible  to  fill  an  oiSce  tlun 
KBother  i'  And  shall  an  opinion  founded  on  their  compara- 
tive merits  subject  a  man  to  the  payment  of  damages  F  Mr, 
Beaumont,  for  instance,  hears  me  preach  -  I  do  not  meet  hia 
eipectations.  He  tells  hia  friend,  or  publisbes  to  the  world, 
that  he  never  knew  clerical  dignity  so  completely  sank  as 
I  get  ofiended,  send  out  an  action  for  sUnder,  and 
claim  compensation  at  your  hands  :  but  would  you  grant  me  s 
verdict?  Certainly  not.  Again:  we  all  knon-  that  one 
justice  of  the  peace  may  preside  with  more  judgment  and 
ability  than  another ;  but  aiust  a  man's  opinion  on  compara- 
tive inferiority  subject  him  to  the  penalty  of  the  law  ?  Surely 
Take  the  Jamaica  bar  for  instance.  The  pluintilF  has 
depreciated  the  collective  talent  of  the  gentlemen  of  that 
bar,  in  order  to  appreciate  those  of  an  individaal  who  pofi- 
ee^ses,  I  doubt  not,  talents  of  a  high  order.  But  suppoBe  the 
gentlemen  concerning  wham  the  invidious  comparison  was 
made  sought  to  recover  damages  by  your  verdict,  could  you 
CODS cientiou sly  grant  them  ?  Certainly  you  would  not ;  and 
yet  the  plaintiff,  who  cannot  be  satisfied  with  a  reasonable 
amount  of  popularity,  but  must  be  superior  to  all  other  men, 
claims  compensation  under  similiar  circumstances,  In  the 
early  stage  of  the  Spartan,  history,  Pedaretus  offered  him- 
self as  a  candidate  for  admission  among  the  three  hundred, 
I  and  was  r.'jtcted.  But  how  did  he  act  on  the  occasion  P 
Why,  he  rfjoiced  that  there  were  in  Sparta  three  hmidred  men 
Kko  were  better  than  he !  How  would  Mr.  Beaumont  have 
felt  and  acted  under  these  circumstances  ?  He  would,  I 
imagine,  if  present  laws  existed  at  that  time,  have  brought 
hia  action  of  trespass.  The  plaintiff  munt,  gentlemen,  ever 
be  considered  as  superior  to  every  other  man  in  the  commu- 
nity ;  or,  as  we  say  in  Ireland,  he  must  be  '  Paddy  the  first.' 
"  It  is  with  considsrable  regret  that  X  find  myself  obliged 
to  trespass  longer  on  yam  patiencft  aui  aliAevi'twm,  a-l^iw  yow 


w 1 

time  thie  case  has  already  oci^iipied ;  but,  gentlemen,  there      ^^M 
are  a  fenr  obeervatioiiB  with  which  I  feel  it  necessary  to      ^^M 
trouble  you.     You  are  well  aware  of  the  power  of  the  press.        ^H 
'      You  know  what  a  tremendous  eogine  it  ia,  when  in  the  handa 
of  an  unhridted  and  unprincipled  editor,  who  may,  at  will, 
sttack  the  characters  of  the  most  deaerving  and  amiable,  and 
hold  up  to  public  scorn  and  derision,  those  who  possess  no 
power  to  counteract  slander  or  justify  themselyea.     There, 
gentlemen,  is  that  editor.     Let  me  ask  you,  Whom  has  he 
not  calumniated  ?     Who  has  escaped   his   defamation  and 
m^ce  V     Against  whom  has  not  his  malignity  been  directed, 
from  the  highest  authority  in  this  island  to  the  most  humble 
citizen,  from  the  hishop  to  the  curate  of  the  Establishment  p 
He,   gentlemen,  has   dived    into    the   secrets  of    famihes, 
dragging  that   before  the  public  which   ought  ever  to  be 
ooncealtd,  and  exhibiting  to  the  gaze  of  the  world   those 
diciunstances  which,  had  he  possessed  one  spark  of  humanity, 
be  would  have  covered  with  the  veil  of  oblivion.     He  has 
fellowed  the  very  dead,  and  penetrating  their  silence  and 
retirement,  bas  disturbed  the  repose  of  the  tomb.     He  has       ^M 
calumniated  the  memory  of  a  Christian  missioDary,  as  he      ^H 
libelled  his  character  while  living,  raking  up  the  ashes  of  the      ^H 
grave.     But,  gentlemen,  could  I  call  up  the  shades  of  the 
dead  and  confront  them  with    their  accuser,  that  reckless 
libeller,  a  single  gaze  of  his  victims  (were  annihilation  pos- 
sible) would    blast    him   into  non-eiistence."     [Here   the 
plaiutiS',  who  had  writhed    in   manifest  agony  during  the 
address,  which  seemed  to  electrify  court  and  jury  and  the 
assembled  crowd,  rose,  pale  and  trembling,  and  rushed  from 
tlie  court,  amid  jeers  and  laughter  on  all  Bides.    Mr.  Barry     ^^^ 
then  proceeded  to  close  his  address.]  ^^| 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  you  have  often  to-day  been  asked  ^H 
by  the  pliuntiff, '  Is  this  to  ha  endured  F  '  But  I  would  ask  you. 
Is  it  to  be  endured  that  a  remorseless  slanderer  ehall,  with 
impunity,  level  his  shafts  at  the  innocent  without  distinction ; 
and  when  hts  libellous  propensity  is  opposed,  and  a  public 
justidcatton  attempted,  shall  it  be  endured  that  he  bring  an 
Mctioti  for  damages  before  a  British  jury  ?     GenViemeiv,  '«^la.^i 
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is  my  case  to-day,  may  be  yours,  or  tbat  of  tbeir  bonoorB  on 
the  bench,  to-morrow.  The  very  speech  you  have  heard  him 
just  now  repeat  was  prepared  last  Sunday  for  publication; 
and  you  may  expect,  if  you  grant  me  your  verdict,  to  be 
identified  with  me  to-morrow  as  the  betrayere  of  your 
cwuntry, 

"  Gentlemen,  I  bad  the  st.'ongest  possible  ground  to 
Asserting,  that  in  the  plaintiff  the  magisterial  dignity  wbb 
sunk.  I  was  aware  of  that  for  which,  had  I  prosecuted  him, 
he  would  b.ive  been  declared  by  the  laws  of  his  country 
unfit  to  fiil  any  public  office,  to  bold  that  of  a  magistrate 
ivhich  he  now  sustains,  or,  in  case  of  his  being  guardian  or 
executor,  from  suing  in  a  court  of  justice,  or  receiving  a 
L  legacy.  He  has  declared  to  me,  gentlemen,  in  the  presence 
I  of  several  witnesses,  that  there  neither  is  a  Divine  revelation, 
P  nor  a  necessity  for  a  Divine  icTelation ;  that  the  miracles  of 
Quasbie  and  Quamina  are  as  real,  and  would  appear  as  well 
authenticated  to  posterity,  as  the  miracles  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ ;  and  that  rehgion  is  a  mere  political  humbug,  invented 
to  keep  the  lower  classes  of  society  in  awe.  And  yet  that 
man,  becanse  I,  under  such  a  consciousness  of  his  unittness 
for  any  public  office,  represented  him  as  lowering  the  dignity 
of  the  magisterial  character,  dares  to  apply  for  damages  to  a 
British  jury!  Gentlemen,  I  have  already  said  that  the 
plaintiff  was  perfectly  aware  of  the  prejudices  existing  against 
Dissenters  in  this  island ;  and  be  therefore  viewed  me  as 
standing  unarmed  and  defenceless  before  you.  But  I  feel 
no  doubt  whatever  in  placing  my  cause  in  your  hands.  I 
feel  assured  you  will  do  me  justice,  'i'ou  know  that  which 
is  the  substance  of  the  law  and  the  prophets : '  Whatsoever 
ye  would  that  men  should  do  unto  you,  even  so  do  unto 

"  Gentlemen,  we  have  heard  much  to-day  of  moral  courage, 
and  are  led  to  suppose  the  plaintiff  possesses  it  in  a  very 
eminent  degree,  as  it  has  long  constituted  a  favourite  theme 
in  his  publication.  If  to  indulge  an  unbridled  propensity  to 
exhibit  his  fellow-men  to  obloquy  and  contempt  be  moral 
courage,  the  plaintiff  possesaea  it.     If  to  «,Ue'!&'^t  t'l  fixclba  ia 
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the  public  mind  a  revolutionary  spirit  be  moral  courage,  the 
plaintiff  possesses  it.  If  to  pour  roproacb  upon  the  oonHti- 
tuted  authorities  of  tbe  island,  and  thus  set  an  example  of 
insubordination,  be  moral  courage,  the  plaintiff  has  it.  If  to 
penetrate  the  retirement  and  privacy  of  the  tomb,  and  to 
c&Iumniate  the  dead  aa  he  traduced  the  living',  be  moral 
courage,  the  plaintiff  posBCBBcs  it.  If  to  ransack  the  family 
lecord,  and  to  bring  before  the  view  of  mankind  tranBactions 
over  which  humanity  would  throw  an  impenetrable  veil,  be 
moral  courage,  the  plaintiff  has  it.  Or,  gentlemen,  if  to 
impugn  the  sacred  Scriptures,  and  propagate  principles  sub- 
veraive  of  every  moral  obligation  and  moral  virtue,  be  moral 
courage,  the  plaintiff  possesfcs  it.  I  cannot  now  refer  to 
any  particular  authoiity,  jet  it  is  generally  allowed  in  law, 
that  euch  a  man,  a  man  who  is  the  common  libeller  of  his 
fellowB,  should  possess  no  claim  to  a  verdict  at  the  hands  of 
a  jury,  should  he  in  turn  become  the  subject  of  the  attacks 
of  another.  The  time  is  not  far  distant,  when  we  shall 
appear  at  the  tribunal  of  the  Eternal ;  and  I  trust,  gentlemen, 
you  will  then  stand  as  fully  acquitted  on  the  ground  of  the 
justice  of  your  verdict,  as  I  now  do  of  having  libelled  the 
plaintiff  in  this  cause  " 

After  a  few  moments'  consultation  on  the  part  of  the  jury, 
a.  verdict  of  Not  guilty  calls  forth  loud  bursts  of  acclamation, 
auch  aa  seldom  disturb  the  quiet  of  a  court  of  justice,  and 
no  attempt  is  made  to  suppress  them.     There  is  a  general 

I  feeling  of  satisfaction,  that  a  bai!led  extortioner  has  been 
justly  disappointed  of  his  prey  ;  and  Mr.  Barry  is  attended 
to  his  home  by  a  multitude,  whose  loud  acclamationa  proclaim 

I  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  far  and  wide,  that  the  right 
has  triumphed. 

"  He  shall  break  in  pieces  the  oppressor."    "Whatsoever 

a  man  soweth,  that  shall  he  also  reap."     How  remarkable  ie 

the  fulfilment  which  these  words  of  Holy  Writ  are  deatined 

to  receive  during  the  few  years  neit  succeeding  this  trial! 

We  pass  over  a  fingle  decade,  and  we  see  that  astounding 

I     cfcanges  have  taken  place  in  the  island.     The  power  of  the 

^^^^BlpBor  has  heeo  broken,  and  >-]avery,blaated\>^  l\iQ\a^^* 
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nant  breath  of  a  Christian  people,  curBes  the  British  coloniM 
no  longer.  "  Liberty  has  been  proclaimed  throughout  all 
the  land  to  all  the  inhabitants  thereof;"  aod  in  the  BrittEh 
colonies  nearly  a  million  of  donn-trodden,  plundered  homm 
beings,  ownt-d,  fettered,  flogged,  worked,  and  driven  at  tin 
pleasure  of  other!",  under  the  shadow  of  the  Bag  of  which  we 
proudly  sing,  that  it  has  "  braved  for  a  thousand  years  &t 
battle  and  the  breeze,"  now  stand  erect  in  the  dignity  of  fin 
subjects  of  the  British  crown.  The  greatest  shame  tfait 
ever  attached  to  Britain,  has  been  done  away.  Twenty 
millions  sterling  of  the  ill-gotten  gains  of  oppression  have 
been  cheerfully  given  up  by  a  repentant  nation,  not,  unfor- 
tunately, as  reparation  to  the  injured,  but  as  a  compromise 
with  those  who  have  for  long  yeara  shared  the  crying 
wrong,  and  reaped  the  profit  of  it.  The  twenty  millions 
have  been  given,  not  to  the  slaves,  but  to  the  slaveholders. 
A  blundering  act  of  repentance  this ;  but  still  it  may  be 
acceptable  to  Him  who  is  mercifnl  to  human  infirmities  and 
errors,  as  the  putting  away  of  wrongfully  acquired  gain,  ihe 
"  ceasing  to  do  evil,  and  learning  to  do  well." 

Terribly  fraught  with  admonition  and  warning,  have  been 
Jehovah's  providential  dealings  with  the  upholders  and 
defenders  of  the  blood-stained  system  in  Jamaica.  They 
have  made  a  desperate  stand  against  the  influences  which 
were  inevitably  subverting  their  nnhallowed  claims  to  pro- 
perty in  the  bodies  and  souls,  the  blood  and  bones  and  sinews 
of  their  fellow-men.  Led  on  and  encouraged  in  the  vile 
crusade  by  slave-holding  ministers  of  religion,— of  all 
anomalies,  perhaps  the  most  revolting, — they  have  banded 
together  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  away  the  religious  in- 
structors of  the  slave,  and  shutting  up  their  bondmen  and 
bondwomen  in  heathen  night,  in  order  the  more  effectually 
to  rivet  the  fetters  upon  their  limbs,  and  keep  them  under 
the  curse  of  compulsory  and  unrequited  toil.  A  large 
number  of  Christian  Eanctuaries  have  been  given  to  the 
flames,  or  levelled  with  the  ground  by  sacrilegious  hands. 
Many  self-denying  mission  aries  have  been  consigned  to  filthy 
s.      Others  have  beta  ttvei  "te^  cvi'i  ot   m-^s.wj 
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filanter  courts  on  evidence  obtained  by  subornation  of 
peijnryj  or  else  afsailed  with  the  mob  violence  which  only 
finds  a  parallel  in  the  Southern  slave  etates  of  Araeriea.  But 
all  haa  heen  in  vain.  These  deeds  of  violence,  discovering 
'  fully  the  embruting  effects  of  slavery  upon  those 
mixed  up  with  its  ad  mini  strati  ou,  bave  only  resulted  in 
giving  greater  intensity  to  the  rising  storm  of  national  indig- 
nation againet  the  monster  wrong,  until  king,  lords,  and 
commons  have  alt  been  compelled  to  bow  hefure  ib,  and  the 
fiat  has  gone  forth  that  slavery  shall  pollute  the  British 
empire  no  longer. 

The  persecuting  coiubinatioD.  has  been  shattered.  The 
Colonial  Church  Union,  comprising  all  the  planters  and  nearly 
all  the  whites  of  the  colony,  is  no  more.  "  He  that  sitteth 
in  the  heavens  laughed  at  them,  the  Lord  had  them  in 
derision."  "  He  broke  them  with  a  rod  of  iron,  and  dashed 
them  in  pieces  like  a  potter's  vessel."  Nearly  hU  the  leaders 
in  the  godless  conspiracy,  and  UDt  a  few  of  the  minor  actors, 
sleep  in  bloody  or  premature  graves,  brought  down  to  the 
dust  by  such  an  astounding  series  of  suicides,  accidents,  and 
mddea  deaths,  as  clearly  marks  a  providential  retribution, 
compelling  survivors  to  acknowledge,  "  The  hand  of  the 
Lord  is  in  this."  And  the  father  and  founder  of  the  wicked 
association,  a  so-called  minister  of  the  Gospel,  singled  out 
for  eminence  of  punishment  aad  sorrow,  has  been  driven 
from  his  charge  and  from  the  country  by  a  terrible  domestic 
catastrophe,  which  he  is  constrained  to  recognisa  as  a 
punitive  providence  that  makes  the  ears  of  all  who  listen  to 
the  sad  story  to  tingle. 

Amongst  the  persecutors  who  have  passed  away  from  life 
under  a  cloud  are  the  two  men  who  aold  themselves  to  work 
wickednessinconneiion  with  the  "Courant"  newspaper;  the 
termination  of  their  evil  career,  and  that  of  the  paper  they 
were  associated  with,  serving  to  shed  light  upon  the  Scripture, 
"  Though  hand  join  in  hand,  the  wicked  shall  not  go  un- 
punished.'' 

The  "  Jamaica  Courant "  continued  its  vile  career  for 
aereral  j-eoTs,  ita  pages  polluted  from  time  to  Vune  "jnSJtt. 
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blasphemy,  eeditian,  and  slander;  pandemig  to  the  vicn 
and  prejudices  of  the  slave-oppreseing  fraternity,  and  brestt- 
iag  envenomed  bitterness  towards  all  who  were  evi 
posed  to  favour  the  cause  of  the  elave.  For  a  se 
prospered  in  its  evil  couree.  Its  circulation  was  great,  ib 
intluence  uarivallcd,  and  ite  tn'o  directors,  now  entered  into 
partnership,  derived  a  very  considerable  revenue  o 
thousands  per  annum  from  the  profits  of  the  publicatiop, 

Bat,  like  Jonah's  gourd,  the  vile  print  was  blasted  aoi 
withered  in  a  night,  and  when  at  the  very  aome  of  its  pro- 
eperity  and  power.  Some  erratic  changes  in  the  views  of 
Mr.  Beaumont  concerning  slavery  had  brought  him  soms- 
what  into  discredit  with  tha  planting  interest,  and,  to  preserve 
the  prestige  of  the  paper  uninjured,  the  partnership  with  Brow 
was  professedly  dissolved,  though,  as  afterwards  appeared, 
the  largest  share  of  the  interest  in  the  concern  was  Btlll 
vested  in  Mr.  Beaumont.  As  it  was  necessary  to  preserve 
appearances,  the  business  was  left  very  largely  to  Bruce, 
who,  as  might  have  been  expected  from  such  a  man, 
betrayed  the  trust  reposed  in  him,  and  sought  to  advance  his 
own  interests  by  Bacrificing  those  of  his  principal. 

On  making  this  discovery,  a  violent  quarrel  ensued,  and 
Beaumont  seized  upon  the  establishment.  But  the  business 
h&d  so  entirely  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  junior  partner 
that  he  at  once,  without  a  day's  notice,  stopped  the  issue  of 
the  paper.  Other  newspaper  proprietors  stepped  ia,  and 
occupied  the  ground;  and  the  "Jamaica  Courant,"  one  of 
the  worst  prints  that  ever  disgraced  the  press,  ceased  to 
exist.  Litigation  followed.  Bruce,  speedily  impoverished, 
became  a  bankrupt.  When  he  came  before  the  court, 
charged  with  fraudulent  bankruptcy,  it  was  proved  that  he 
had  falsified  the  books  of  the  firm,  and  destroyed,  in 
revenge,  all  the  papers  and  vouchers ;  recklessly  sacrificing 
his  own  share  of  the  property  in  order  to  damage  his 
opponent.  The  chief  justice,  in  sentencing  him  to  twelve 
mouths'  imprisonnient,  declared  that  it  was  the  most  aggra- 
vated case  of  fraudulent  bankruptcy  that  ever  came  under 
his  obBervation.    Bruce  had  often  ^oneim'^vift  -gciaicQ.'iXOTi. 
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and  imprisonment  of  Christian  nuBsioTiaTies ;  and  had  not 
<inly  nrged  the  planter  magistrates  to  shut  up  chapels  and 
impriEon  the  preachers,  but  had  advised  them  to  hang  the 
SUBBionarieB  in  the  woods  of  St.  James  and  Trelawney  to 
^versify  the  ecenery.  Now  it  comes  home  to  himBelf.  A 
loathsoine  disease,  that  had  clang  to  him  for  years,  was 
aggravated  by  his  imprisonment ;  and  he  left  the  gaol  a  piti- 
able wreck,  sunk  almost  as  low  as  poverty,  disease,  and  vice 
can  sink  a  human  being.  A  few  of  his  former  friends  suh- 
Bcribed  to  get  bim  a  passage  to  Sngland  ;  and,  without  leav- 
ing one  to  mourn  his  departure,  he  quitted  the  land  where 
he  had  lived  only  to  work  evil  and  give  intensity  to  corrupt- 
ing influences,  to  find  a  watery  grave  in  the  broad  Atlantic. 
Found  dtad  in  his  berth,  his  already  corrupted  remains  were 
consigned  to  a  resting  place  far  down  beneath  the  rolling 

Greatly  reduced  in  circumstances  by  the  dishonesty  of  his 
unprincipled  associate,  and  by  the  litigation  it  occasioned, 
Mr.  Beaumont,  also,  soon  after  left  the  island  in  which  he 
had  made  no  little  stir  and  bustle  ;  but  which  no  longer  pre- 
sented to  him  a  deld  of  profitable  enterprise.  He  had  seen 
and  felt  that  "  the  getting  of  treasures  by  a  lying  tongue  is 
a  vanity  tossed  to  and  fro  of  them  that  seek  death."  The 
gains  gotten  by  unscrnpnlous  advocacy  of  the  foulest 
system  of  oppression  that  ever  saw  the  sun,  had  melted  from 
bis  grasp  like  snow  in  summer.  One  after  another,  he  had 
seen  the  bad  men,  whose  hands  he  had  strengthened  in 
wickedness,  drop,  in  rapid  succesaion,  to  the  grave  ;  smitten 
^own  in  the  full  vigour  of  lusty  manhood.  Nor  la  he  per- 
mitted long  to  survive  them.  That  he  has  seen  the  error  of 
hia  ways,  in  some  respects,  is  certain.  Before  his  departure 
from  the  colony,  where  he  prostituted  to  evil,  abilities 
which  might  have  opened  to  him  a  course  of  distinguished 
usefulness,  he  has,  to  the  astonishment  of  many,  become  the 
defender  and  advocate  of  the  missionaries  he  so  often 
abased  and  misrepresented.  But,  whether  he  lived  to 
renounce  the  infidel  creed  which,  in  a  spirit  of  bravado,  he 
boasted  of  having  adopted,  in  not  known,     TW  awncvi'^ia.^ 
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tragic  circumatancee  of  his  death  left  this  importaot  ^i 
tion  undecided  with  ub,  though  Dot  with  the  Searcher  of 
hearts.  He  died,  and  made  do  sign.  He  was  seated  on  tiia 
top  of  a  coach  by  which  he  waa  travelling,  in  the  north  ot 
Britain,  during  the  night,  in  a  hard  ninter.  Bendered 
more  ausceptible  of  the  effects  of  cold  by  a  long  reaidenoab 
the  tropics,  he  became  chilled  and  frozen ;  and,  yielding  to 
the  slumber  so  deadly  iu  auch  circumBtances,  the  current  of 
life  was  Bilently  arrested,  and  stood  still.  In  the  momiDg  on^ 
a  cold,  stiSeaed  corpse  represented  the  strong  and  vigoroot 
man  who  had  bo  lightly  asceaded  to  the  top  of  the  vehicle 
the  preceding  night.  All  efforts  to  restore  animation  fulei 
The  immortal  spirit,  with  its  stupendous  responaibiKfafc 
bad  passed  away  to  the  presence  of  its  Maker 


XT. 

THE  MIDSHIPMEN'S  FKOLIO. 

0,  wnBN  Tfo  BwaUow  down 
Intaiicatiog  wine,  we  diink  damnalina ! 
Naked,  we  stand,  the  sport  of  mocliiiig  fiende. 
Who  giiB  to  ses  oni  noble  natuio  vuiqiiisb'd. 
Subdued  to  beasts.  C.  Johnsok. 

fHBEZ  are  some  peraons  who  are  greatly  afraid  of  going 
too  far  in  acknowledging  God,  whether  in  the  worbs 
of  His  hands,  or  in  the  administration  of  His  provi- 
dence. "  The  works  of  nature  "  is  a  phrase  often  used  to 
erade  the  recognition  of  the  Divine  Creator  in  His  handi- 
work. "  Poetic  justice  "  is  the  euphemistic  espression  some- 
times employed  to  keep  out  of  view,  as  far  as  poEsihle,  the 
interposition  of  the  All-seeing  Governor  of  the  universe, 
when,  in  the  ordinary  courae  of  human  affairs,  a  providence 
of  righteous  retribution  is  eiercised,  and  the  Divine  word  is 
fulfilled,  "  Witb  what  measure  ye  mete  it  shall  be  measured 
to  you  again."  If  our  minds  are  suitably  impressed  with 
tbe  idea  of  that  minute  observation  and  control  of  all 
sublunary  affairs  so  clearly  eipressed  in  those  words  of  Holy 
Scripture, — "  Are  not  two  sparrows  sold  for  a  farthing  ?  and 
one  of  them  shall  not  fall  on  the  ground  without  your 
Father  J  but  the  very  hairs  of  yoar  head  are  all  numbered," 
— we  shall  often  resognise  in  passing  events  the  chastening 
and  correcting  hand  of  Him  who  rules  the  world  in  right- 
eoosneas,  and  whose  eye  ia  "  in  every  place,  beholding  the 
evil  and  the  good." 

In  1831 "  the  hell-like  saturnalia  of  martial  law  "  was  pro- 
clfumed  in  Jamaica,  and  continued  with  its  horrors  for  seven 
or  ei^iit  weeka.     According  to  s-ome  oE  tli6  legB^  mtsii  oi 
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that  day, "  martial  law  is  the  abrogation  of  all  lav,  and  evm 
of  Chriatianity  itself."  So  spoke  the  oracle  in  the  penon 
of  the  acting  attoraey-general  of  Jamaica,  And  dnring 
those  evil  days,  crimes  were  perpetrated  and  crael^ 
enacted,  at  the  contemplation  of  which  angels  might  weep. 
If  fiends  had  been  holding  high  cari^val,  it  could  ecaruij' 
have  been  worse.  All  naboly  passions  were  rampant,  fiut 
nmid  these  scenes  of  blood  and  horror,  circumiitaitces  OOM- 
sionally  transpired  partaking  largely  of  the  ludicrous ;  in 
which  category  the  seqael  of  the  following  brief  hirtotj 
may  he  included. 

In  one  of  the  Bouth-westera  parishes  there  resided  a  Mr. 
D.,  who  was  a  planting  attorney  on  a  large  acale,  repre- 
senting a  considerable  number  of  abfeutee  proprietors,  who 
cntrosted  him,  hy  power  of  attorney,  with  the  control  and 
raanagement  of  their  sugar  and  colTee  plantations,  and  other 
estates.  It  was  nob  unfrequently  the  case,  that  men  of  this 
class,  under  the  old  slavery  dispensation,  were  entrusted  each 
^vith  the  care  of  fifty  or  eiity  properties,  from  every  one  of 
which  they  derived  a  considerable  revenue.  They  received 
u  hb.-ral  commission  on  all  the  produce  of  these  properties 
and  plantations,  controlling  them  with  absolute  and  iire- 
sponsible  power,  although,  in  many  inatauces,  they  did  not 
visit  some  of  them  even  once  a  year. 

The.^e  planting  attorneys  were  amongst  the  magnates  of 
the  land,  taking  rank  with  the  principal  ofSoials  of  the  gOT- 
tmment.  They  were,  however,  not  unfrequently,  men  of  small 
intelligence  and  tittle  education,  who  had  pushed  themaelves 
up  from  the  lowest  condition,  through  all  the  gradations  of 
planter  life,  until,  by  a  concurrence  of  favourable  circum- 
stances, they  gained  the  coveted  position  of  attorneys ; 
which  invested  them  with  supreme  control  over  the  pro- 
'  perty  of  their  constituents,  and  gave  them  the  opportunity 
of  enriching  themselves  and  ruining  their  employers.  By 
this  class  of  agents  many  wealthy  West  India  proprietors 
were  brought  down  to  poverty  and  ruin ;  discovering,  too 
late,  the  folly  of  allowing  greedy  adventurers  to  auck  the 
life-blood  out   o£   itiai  estates,  -w^i-ia  "Cae-j  -wcta  '««)&&% 
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theb  time  ia  luxury  oad  indoleace  in  the  gay  capitals  of 
Europe. 

Not  a  few  of  these  planting  attorneys  were  from  the 
north  of  the  Tweed,  sent  out  originally  to  fill  the  lowest 
office*  held  by  white  slave-drivers  on  the  plantatioos; 
but,  rieing  gradually  to  the  highest,  as  the  yellow  fever,  in 
its  desolating  ravages  amongst  the  planting  fraternity,  made 
"the  vacancies  to  which  they  aspired.  So  well  understood 
w»s  the  exhausting  process  to  which  they  subjected  the 
plantations  and  their  unfortunate  constituents,  that  the 
symbols  of  their  rapacity  were  commonly  pointed  out  in 
every  forest.  The  stranger,  journeying  over  the  tree-covered 
hills,  or  winding  his  way  through  shady  ravines  and  valleys, 
would  have  Lis  attention  directed  to  "the  Scotchman  hug- 
ging the  Creole."  Looking  in  the  direetioa  indicated,  he 
would  behold  some  giant  tree  drmly  clasped  iit  the  close 
embrace  of  one  of  the  parasitical  climbers  that  abound 
>D  tropical  woods ;  its  trunk  covered  all  over  with  a 
powerful  network,  by  which  not  only  is  the  further  growth 
-of  the  tree  obstructed,  but  its  li  fe  is  gradually  and  surely 
eaten  out,  until,  in  due  time,  tbe  stately  monarch  of  the 
forest  falls  into  decay,  destroyed  by  the  apparently  feeble 
creeper  that  has  encireled  it  in  its  deadly  embrace,  and  trea- 
eheroiuly  exhausted  its  strength  and  life. 

To  this  class  belonged  Mr.  D.,  fitly  represented  by  the 
forest  emblem  of  "  the   Scotchman  bugging  the  Creole," 
He  was  the  autocrat  of  many  plantations  and  cattle-breed- 
ing pens,  deriving  a  large  revenue  from  tliem,  to  the  loss  of 
the  proprietors,  who,  with  many  others  of  that  once  proud 
and  wealthy  class,  might  have  been  preserved  from  thi 
which  came  upon  them,  if  they  had  exercised  the  prudt 
to  look  after  their  own  interests,  instead  of  leaving  them  to 
onscrupuloua  mercenaries,  who  eared  very  Uttle  for  the  losses 
suffered  by  their  employers  so  long  as  they  could 
their  own  gains.     He  was  a  magittrate,  and  also  held  high 
rank  in  the  militia ;  so  that,  when  martial  law  was  pro- 
claimed, to  quell  the  wide-spread  insurrection  that 
oat  among  the  elavea  at  the  Chriatmas  ot  \S3l. 
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hj  brevet,  in  the  cocked  hat  and  dazzling  unifoTm  oE  i 
major-general,  chief  in  command  over  the  whole  dtatriet  of 
country  in  which  his  principal  residence  was  situated. 

Like  most  of  the  order,  he  led  a  life  of  senauftl  indalgenM, 
gaining  a  character  for  hospitality,  which,  as  iu  all  sneh 
cases,  was  exercised  at  the  expense  of  the  absentee  propri- 
etors. Their  estates  furnished  the  means  of  indulging  tbe 
debauchery  and  intemperance  to  which  the  magnates  o(  the 
plantocracy  generally  surrendered  themselves,  whenevff 
they  chose  to  visit  the  estates  under  their  control.  Whffl 
it  suited  their  pleasure  or  convenience  to  look  after  On 
interests  of  constituents,  and  pay  a  visit  to  the  estatei, 
they  always  occupied  the  "  great  house "'  oa  each  plantation, 
which,  with  its  retinue  of  slaves  for  domestic  and  other 
worse  purposes,  was  kept  for  the  sole  accommodation  of 
these  lords  of  the  soil. 

Mr.  D.  himself  became  the  owner  of  plantation  property, 
and  kept  his  own  private  residence,  a  few  miles  distant  from 
one  of  the  sea-ports  on  the  south  coast  of  the  island.  There 
he  was  surrounded  only  by  his  own  slaves  ;  and  there, 
during  brief  intervals  which  he  chose  to  spend  at  home,  be 
indulged  in  the  same  riotous  orgies  that  usually  marked 
his  periodical  visits  to  the  estates  of  his  employers. 

It  was  during  tbe  Christmas  holidays  of  182S.  that  he 
detected  one  of  bis  female  elaves, — a  fair  coloured  girl 
named  Damsel, — helping  herself  to  a  glass  of  rum  from  a 
decanter  on  his  well-replenished  sideboard.  As  he  was 
a  man  of  fierce  and  vindictive  passions,  ripened  to 
fearful  maturity  by  the  corrupting  and  brutalizing 
inSuences  to  which  he  tad  been  exposed  while  passing 
through  the  various  grades  of  slave-driving  life,  tbe  girl 
trembled  when  she  beheld  her  master's  eye  resting  upon  her. 
Though  claiming  the  rank  and  character  of  a  gentltman,  be 
could  be  guilty  of  revolting  cruelty  towards  the  unfortunates 
heariijg  the  form  and  poesessicg  the  noble  attributes  of 
humanity,  yet  systematically  plundered  of  all  human  rights, 
because  it  was  their  misfortune  to  inherit  from  their  Creator 
a  darker  complexion  than  t\\eit  T\(sig^i?a'i>ii*. 


THE  MIDSHIPMEN  a  PiOLIO.  261 

!Eicited  by  drink  beyond  all  Eelf-control,  tbia  wbita 
^ntleman,  who  Would  show  such  complatBance  and  polite- 
ness to  the  gentle  aei  of  hia  own  colour,  whenever  he  was 
thrown  into  their  society,  as  to  render  it  dif&cult  to 
believe  that  he  could  ever,  under  any  ciroum stances,  be 
guilty  of  cowardly  violence  to  a  woman,  laid  hrwtal  hands 
upon  the  offending  Damsel.  Having,  with  heavy  fist 
inflicted  severe  punishment  upon  her  head  and  face,  he  rent 
oflF,  with  the  fury  of  a  madman,  every  fragment  of  clothing 
that  covered  the  person  of  the  unfortunate  girl ;  who  was 
«r  an  age  to  feel  this  outrage  upon  her  modesty  even  more 
than  she  felt  the  painful  bruises  hia  cowardly  hands  had 
inflicted  upon  her  person.  Not  satisfied  with  this,  the 
drunken  tyrant  bad  her  taken,  just  as  she  was,  into  the 
yard,  and  summoning  the  driver  to  bis  aid  he  caused  her  to 
be  laid  flat  upon  her  face,  and  stood  by  while  that  terrible 
■functionary  stripped  skin  and  flesh  from  the  shoulders 
downward  by  a  flogging,  sucb  as  only  the  muscular,  well 
practised  arm  of  a  brawny  slave-driver  waa  capable  of 
jnflicting.  He  then  ordered  that  she  abould  be  taken, 
faint  and  bleeding,  and  perfectly  naked  as  she  was,  to  the 
.guard-house.  And  thither  she  was  conveyed  more  dead 
than  alive. 

In  those  days  of  slavery,  when  the  white  population 
lived  in  perpetual  dread  of  slave  insurrections,  and  ground- 
less panics  frequently  prevailed, — every  pillow  being  haunted 
with  dreams  of  bloodshed  and  burnings,  and  all  kinds  of 
nameless  atrocities,  which  it  was  supposed  the  down-trodden 
slaves  were  constantly  meditating,^ it  was  the  custom  to 
"keep  guard"  at  Christmas.  Three  days  were  by  law 
then  given  to  the  slaves  as  holidays.  By  slaves  under 
the  influence  of  the  religion  taught  by  the  missionaries, 
these  three  holidays  were  spent  in  religious  eiercises  and 
the  interchange  of  friendly  visits.  By  the  rest  of  the 
slaves  they  were  devoted  to  revelry  and  John-Canoe  pro- 
cessiona,  and  music  and  dancing,  and  feasting.  Some  of  the 
white  people  occasionally  lavished  considerable  sums  upon 
the  aete  of  "Slues  "  and  "Beds,"   who  atto^o  to  ook^ft 
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each  otber  in  the  gaiety  and  splendour  of  their  aduraingi. 
During  these  Christmas  revels  the  several  regimeiits  of 
militia,  all  over  the  island,  were  wholly  or  partially  embodied 
ani!armed,forthepurpoBe  of  "keeping  guard"  and  supprwwug 
any  outbreak  amoogsti  the  slave  population.  Ttie  wbitei 
lived  ia  a  state  of  chronic  alarin. 

Mot  far  distant  Irom  the  residence  of  Mr.  D.  wat  the 
guard-house,  and  a  party  of  St.  Elizabeth  militia  wen- 
assembled  there  on  duty.  Thither  Damsel  was  conveyed 
with  her  bleeding  wounds  thick  upan  her,  but  without  n 
particle  of  clothing,  and  thrust  into  a  cell.  Had  he  not  bMn 
infuriated  and  blinded  by  driok,  and  altogether  iucapable 
of  serious  reflection,  Mr.  D.  would  no  doubt  have 
hesitated  about  sending  the  sufferer  to  the  guard-houBc, 
and  thus  espoaing  the  craelty  with  which  he  treated  hia 
unfortunate  slave  to  the  officers  and  men  assembled 
there  from  many  of  the  plantations  around.  But  it  had 
become  well-known  that  be  was  accustomed  to  behave  lik:; 
a  madman  in  those  fits  of  intamperauce  in  which  he  ver; 
frequently  indulged. 

Amongst  the  officers  on  duty  there  happened  to  be  some 
members  of  the  most  respectable  Creole  families  residing  in 
that  part  of  the  country ;  men  who,  while  they  treated 
their  own  slaves  with  humanity  and  some  even  with 
tenderness,  regarded  with  abhorrence  the  atrocities  too 
often  practised  by  the  hireling  upstarts  who  succeeded  in 
obtaining  authority  over  the  sutfrring  children  of  Africa 
held  in  bondage  on  the  estates.  Several  of  these  g^entle- 
men  were  ahocked  by  the  outrage  upon  the  poor  girl,  whom 
they  saw  brought  among  them  without  a  rag  of  clothing 
upon  her,  and  her  person  cruelly  lacerated  and  bleeding ;  and 
they  united  to  affiird  protection  and  redress  to  the  injured  one. 

Among  those  ameliorations  of  slavery  in  the  colonies 
that  British  philanthropy  had  wrung  from  the  reluctant, 
powerful  West  India  interest,  was  a  provision  for  the 
appointment  of  a  council  of  protection,  to  investigate  cases 
of  alleged  maltreatment  of  slaves  and  afford  redress  to  the 
mjared.      This  "  council    o£    'pvo\ec\,\Qis.;'     «>    tsSifti,  -wm 
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invested  with  power  to  direct  the  prosecution  of  offenders, 
and  to  corapenf-ate  cruelly  treated  slaves  hy  giving  them 
their  freedom.  Through  the  interposition  of  the  ahove- 
mentioned  gentlemen,  who  represented  this  instance  of  crntl 
oppression  to  the  proper  authorities,  a  council  of  prolection 
was  ordered  to  inveBtigate  the  case  of  Damsel. 

Unhappily,  as  trns  almost  always  the  case  with  these 
tribunals,  it  was  composed  entirely  of  men  whose  aympa- 
thiea  strongly  favoured  the  oppressor,  and  whose  interests 
were  hound  up  in  slavery,  and.  in  maintaining  the  right 
which  slave-hulders  and  planters  claimed  of  doing  whatever 
they  thought  proper  to  maintain  their  authority  over  their 
elaves.  The  result  was  that  councils  of  protection,  in 
almost  every  instance  in  which  they  were  held,  amounted 
only  to  a  farce  and  a  mockery,  and  presented  a  very  feeble 
check  indeed  to  those  ernelties  in  which  many  oversetrs  and 
owners  of  slaves  were  prone  to  indulge.  The  most  revolt- 
ing BCts  of  oppression  were  uniformly  declared  hy  these 
tribunals,  in  the  face  «f  the  clearest  evidence  to  the  contrary, 
to  be  too  trifling  to  require  the  adoption  of  any  proceedings 
to  pvmish  the  otfcniier.  The  chief  purpose  they  served,  and 
which  they  were  intended  by  the  colonial  lawmakers  to 
promote,  was  to  east  du^t  in  the  eyes  of  the  British  public 
by  a  deceitful  show  of  legal  protection  to  the  slaves,  while 
securing  immunity  to  evil  doers. 

This  was  the  issue  in  the  case  of  the  girl  Damsel.  A 
council  of  protection  was  called  to  investigate  the  complaint 
of  cruel  treatment  which,  under  the  advice  and  by  the  help 
of  the  gentlemen  who  bad  taken  the  matter  in  hand,  she 
made  against  her  owner,  Mr.  D.  Notwithstanding  the 
girl's  statement  of  the  brutal  treatment  she  had  experienced 
at  the  hands  of  her  master,  anil  the  evidence  of  the  officers 
and  men,  who  had  seen  her  brought  naked  and  covered 
with  wounds  and  blood  to  the  guard-house,  the  complaint 
was  dismissed  by  the  accommodating  planters  comiiosiag 
the  court  of  protection ;  and  Mr.  D.  was  declared  to  have 
done  nothing  more  than  he  had  &  legal  right  to  do  with  his 
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Poor  Damsel  was  handed  over  to  the  tender  mercies  ot 
her  owner,  who,  though  not  habitually  cruel  to  his  slices 
when  be  was  sober,  was  capable,  in  his  cups,  of  almost  any 
atrocity.  This  decieion  did  not,  however,  satisfy  those  who 
had  couatituted  themselves  the  protectors  of  the  injured  gifL 
They  forwarded  the  particulars  of  the  case  to  the  governor; 
aod,  as  he  happened  to  be  one  so  muoh  under  planter  toflu- 
ence,  aud  posseesing  eo  little  strength  of  character,  tbat 
nothing  satisfactory  could  be  looked  for  from  him,  they  also 
reported  the  whole  matter  to  the  Colonial  Office,  in  London. 
The  partiality  and  injustice  of  the  council  of  protection 
were  HO  palpable  from  the  evidence  that  had  been  taken, 
that  immediate  instructions  were  given  by  the  secretary  for 
the  colonies  for  the  attorney -general  of  Jamaica  to  initiate 
a  prosecution  of  the  olTender.  This  was  done.  The  attorne;- 
general  did  not  happen  to  be  a  personal  friend  of  the  cri- 
minal, and  was,  moreover,  an  honest  man.  He  per- 
formed the  duty  laid  upon  him  with  sincerity  and 
zeal.  An  upright  Christian  judge— Sir  William  Scarlett- 
was  on  the  bench ;  who  was  alive  to  the  responsibility  of 
his  position.  A  jury  was  found  to  give  a  right  and  coneci- 
entious  verdict, — a  very  uncommon  thing  in  Jamaica  in 
those  days ;  and  Mr.  D.  etood  convicted  as  a  violator  of 
the  law  in  the  inhuman  treatment  to  which  he  had  subjected 
his  helpless  slave.  Severely  reprobating  his  conduct  as 
unmanly  and  brutal,  and  disgraceful  to  himself  aod  to  the 
country,  the  court  sentenced  him  to  pay  a  fine  of  fifty 
pounds,  and  al&o  to  lose  his  property  in  the  bones  and 
sinews  of  poor  Damsel;  mho  obtained  her  freedom,  as  a 
compentation  for  the  wrongs  and  cnieltisa  she  had  suffered 
at  the  hands  of  her  owner. 

At  the  end  of  1831  there  broke  out  the  formidable  insur- 
rection  among  the  elaves  in  the  north-western  parishes  of 
the  island,  that  gave  the  death  blow  to  British  colonial 
lavery,  and  led  immediately  to  its  abolition.  The  insur- 
rection for  several  weeks  created  the  greatest  consternation, 
■id  much  bloodshed;  chiefly  amongst  the  poor, 
unfortunate  slavefi   themaeWea  ■,  smi  vt  \wA  ft^»  sffiwifc  ^Jl 
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vtdrriug  np  the  planters  to  a  combined  and  viralent  peree- 
outioD  of  religious  teachers,  whie]!  hastened  the  destruction 
of  tbe  vile  and  nicked  system  of  elavery,  and  caused  its 
estinction  at  a,  much  earlier  period  than  the  most  ganguiDe 
friends  of  the  anti'slavery  movement  had  dared  to  hopH. 
Wide-spread  panic  prevailed,  which,  in  thia  case,  was  not,  as 
it  often  had  been,  utterly  groundless  ;  for  this  insurrection 
embraced  not  less  than  fifty  thousand  of  the  slaves,  who  had 
combined  to  make  a  desperate  effiirt  to  obtain  their  freedom. 
Many  of  them  had  learnt,  from  newspapers  which  occasiooBlly 
fell  into  their  hands,  but  especially  from  the  unguarded  con- 
vereation  they  listened  to  at  their  masters' tables,  that  a  large 
and  influential  party  in  England  wtre  bent  upon  ridding  the 
nation  of  the  sin  and  shame  of  slavery  ;  and  they  resolved, 
therefwe,  to  striiie  a  hlowfor  themselves.  Hence  proceeded 
the  insurrection  and  martial  law  at  the  close  of  the  year 
1831. 

All  the  available  military  force  of  the  island  was  called 
out  to  quell  the  insurgents;  and,  while  the  troops  were 
thus  occupied  on  the  land,  at  all  the  principal  ports  round 
the  west  end  of  the  island  th-ere  were  stationed  ships  of  wan 
nhose  crews  were  employed  wherever  their  services  could  be 
made  available  to  support  the  nnovementa  of  the  soldiers. 
The  officers  of  these  ships  were  often  entertained  and  ffited 
by  the  wealthy  merchants  in  the  towns,  or  by  the  planters 
whose  dwellings  lay  contiguous  to  the  several  ports.  After 
the  insurrection  had  been  subdued,  theee  ships  of  war 
remuned  for  some  months  at  their  respective  stations,  until 
perfect  tranquillity  was  restored,  to  guard  against  any 
further  insurrectionary  movements  on  the  part  of  the 
Negroes.  During  this  time  the  officers  made  acquaintance 
with  the  families  living  within  a  circuit  of  so 
spending  their  time  very  pleasantly,  and  enjoying  the 
unbounded  hospitahty  for  which  Jamaica  had  long 
famous. 

Amongst  those  who  courted  the  society  of  the  blue-jacket 
officers  was  Mr.  D.,  the  gentleman  already  spoken  of. 
He  freqnentiy  invited  parties  of  them  from  fhe  b\i\i^  \^\o^ 
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at  Black  River, — as  they  were  able  to  leave  llie  vesBel,— to 

vieit  him  at  hia  atately  and  well- furnished  icansion,  situated 

a  few  miles   inland,  where  tbey  were  sumptuously  entn* 

taiaed,  and    where  they   found   much   amuBemeiit,  virifld 

occaeioDally  irith  a  little  umoyance,  in  the  strange  vagina 

of  thtir  host  when  he  became  too  drank  to    distingmih      ' 

between  hia  guests  and  his  slavee.     On  these  occasions  he 

:  would  do  many  absurd  things  that  suggested  themsetvee  to 

,  hia  muddled  brain,  and  fall  into  many  laughable  mistake*; 

I  ordering  both  guests  and  slaves  about  with  admirable  impat- 

I  tiality.     Occasioually   he   would   scud   the  officBrd   back  to 

their  ship  in  a  condition,  with  regard  to  sobriety,  not  very 

much  better  than  his  own, 

Parties  of  midshipmen  were  allowed  occasionally  to  enjoy 
Mr.  D.'a  hospitality  ;  but  under  positive  restrictions,  on 
the  part  of  the  captain,  as  to  the  quantity  ot  wine  they 
were  to  indulge  in  ;  aoy  violation  of  which,  they  well  knew, 
would  put  an  end  to  tbeir  pleasant  visits  and  excursions 
ashore.  These  mischief-loving  youths,  never  loath  to  par- 
take of  the  luxuries  of  the  wealthy  plaub-r's  table,  greatly 
enjoyed  the  fun  which  the  drunken  ireaks  of  their  host 
afforded  them.  While  they  were  careful  to  keep  themselves 
within  the  prescribed  Hcnits,  they  encouraged  him  to  driuk, 
helping  him,  after  their  own  wild  fashion,  with  mixed 
potions,  and  substituting  gin  or  whiskey  for  water,  until  he 
became  helpless  in  their  hands,  and  would  indulge  in  brutal 
or  lordly  pranks  as  the  humour  of  the  moment  predominated. 
On  one  of  these  occasions,  four  or  five  fun-loving  middies 
formed  the  party  which  the  planter  major-general  carried  off 
with  him,  in  his  carriage,  from  '"the  Bay,"  to  dine  at  his 
house,  and  return  on  board  in  the  evening.  As  the  ship 
was  soon  to  leave  the  station,  they  resolved  to  make  the 
most  of  the  day  in  frolic  and  mischief.  Arrived  at  their 
destination,  some  seven  or  eight  miles  inland,  tbey  gave 
themselves  up  to  amusement  in  all  sorts  of  wild  escapades, 
to  the  great  delight  of  their  host,  who  entered  into  the  fun 
as  heartily  as  themselvea.  At  length  the  well-furnished 
table  invited  thelt  at^n\-VoTi  •,  »\li^ile■^  eii  tMs^'jiv- 
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tice  to  the  loxurioui;  viands  spread  before  tliem  as  hungry 
denizens  of  the  coek-pit  know  well  how  to  do.  Having 
satisfied  the  demands  of  appetite,  the  youugsters  giva 
themseives  up  to  the  task  of  helping  their  willing  enter- 
twner  into  a  state  of  complete  intoiioation,  and  eitracting 
from  him  all  the  fun  wliieh  experience  had  taught  thtm  he 
waa,  in  that  condition,  likely  to  afi'ord. 

It  happened  on  this  occasion  that  he  was  disposed  to  he 
very  lordly  in  his  drunkenno's,  and  to  forgot  all  distinetion 
between  the  frolicEome  middies  and  the  balf-naked  young' 
Negroes  that  waited  about  the  bouse  and  stahles  to  serve 
the  pleasure  of  the  great  man.  Having  drunk  himself  into 
a  state  of  utter  helplessness  and  partial  blindness,  he  fancied 
himself  in  his  hedroom  ;  and  with  not  a  few  oaths  and  curses, 
addressed  to  his  youthful  guests,  whom  he  confounded  with 
his  Negro-boy  attendants,  called  upon  them  to  render  tbeir 
services  to  help  him  in  preparing  for  bed.  "  Here,  you 
imp,"  he  fays  to  one  of  them,  "  come  and  take  off  this  boot." 
"Yes,  Sir,"  was  the  ready  reply  ;  and  entering  fully  into 
the  fun  of  the  thing,  the  youngster  addressed  himself  to  the 
task  assigned  to  him.  But  he  fuund  it  to  be,  either  from 
want  of  tact  or  strength,  a  somewhat  difficult  undertaking. 
The  boot  wouldn't  come  off.  Irritated  by  the  failure  of  the 
attempt,  the  drunken  man  snatched  a  giaas  from  the  table 
and  hurled  it  at  the  head  of  his  assistant,  who  cleverly 
avoided  the  missile  by  dodging ;  and  then,  with  a  volley  of 
fierce  oaths,  he  summoned  him  to  a  renewal  of  the  task. 
"  Tes,  Sir,  certainly,"  responded  the  grinning  middy,  and, 
taking  a  knife  from  his  pocket,  he  dexterously  slit  up  the 
leg  of  the  boot  and  cast  it  off.  Lifting  the  other  foot,  the 
lordly  drunkard  with  a  curse  commanded  the  youth,  "Take 
that  off  too."  The  boot  was  readily  set  free  in  the  same 
way  as  its  fellow  had  been.  "You,  Sir,"  addressing  another 
of  the  young  officers,  and  letting  fly  another  curse,  "come 
here  end  help  me  off  with  this  coat."  "  Yes,  Sir,  certainly," 
he  replies ;  and  borrowing  the  penknife  from,  his  companion, 
he  speedily  disencumbers  the  drunken  man  of  his  coat, 
shttinff  it  up  as  the  other  youngater  kad  doaa  mtia  tia.% 
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boots.  Obeying  the  imperative  mandates  of  the  hoBt,  tbe 
uproarious  youngsters  shortly  divest  him,  with  the  help  of 
the  Imife,  of  all  his  garments  excepting  bis  shirt. 

By  this  time  tbe  evening  is  far  spent,  aud  the  carries, 
which  has  been  previously  ordered  to  take  the  gueets  back 
to  the  Bay,  is  brought  to  the  door,  and  the  youth,  who  a  to 
be  the  coachman  appears  in  the  room  to  let  them  knonthiit 
all  ia  ready  for  their  return.  The  inebriate,  who  sits 
grinning  in  his  easy  chair  in  a  state  of  maudlin  helplcBaneag, 
haa  juat  sense  enough  left  to  comprehend  the  import  of  this 
announcement.  He  haa  forgotten  all  about  going  to  bed, 
coscerniDg  which  he  was  so  much  in  earneet  a  short  while 
ago,  and  ho  takes  it  into  his  muddled  head  that  he  will  go 
with  them  in  the  carriage.  It  is  in  vain  that  the  middiea 
and  tbe  domestics  endeavour  to  reason  with  him,  and  prevul 
upon  him  to  remain  at  home  and  go  to  bed.  Kendsred 
furious  by  anything  like  resistance  to  his  imperious  will,  he 
storms  and  curses  all  about  him ;  and  bearing  down  all 
opposition,  ioBists  upon  getting  into  the  carriage  just  an  be 
is,  throwing  away  every  article  that  is  handed  to  him  for 
covering,  except  his  militajy  cocked  hat,  for  which,  as  tbe 
mark  that  distinguishes  his  high  military  rank,  he  aeems  to 
cherish  a  fond  affection. 

As  time  is  pressing,  and  they  must  be  on  board  at  tbe 
appointed  hour,  which  is  now  not  far  off,  tbe  middies  cease 
from  the  vain  effort  to  turn  their  host  from  hia  purpose,  and 
scramble  into  tbe  carri^e,  secretly  delighted,  no  doubt,  that 
the  drunken  obstinacy  of  the  man  has  given  sucb  an  unex- 
pected turn  to  their  frolic.  They  have  not  failed  to  light 
their  cigars  before  taking  their  departure ;  and  as  they  drive 
along,  tbe  helpless  imbecila,  rolling  first  to  one  side,  then  to 
tbe  other,  swings  himself  in  contact  with  the  lighted 
cisars,  which  seta  bim  off  in  a  fresh  volley  of  oaths  and 
imprecations  upon  "  the  mosquitoes,  whose  stings  are  so 
sharp."  Capital  fun  this  for  the  thoughtless  middies,  who 
enjoy  it  esoeedingly.  All  the  way  they  go  they  amuse 
tliemselves  by  making  a  gentle  application  of  tbe  burning 
end  of  the  cigar  to  fhe  nakei  \eg6  o^  ^i  ■^oci-i,  VA'^eat, 
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tormented  victim,  who,  supposing  it  to  be  the  mosquitoea, 
poors  forth  fresh  torrents  of  invective  against  them  at  every 
touch,  while  the  true  authors  of  the  pain  are  convulsed  with 
laughter. 

As  tbey  draw  near  the  end  of  the  journey,  they  have  to 
cross  the  bridge  that  affords  access  to  the  town  in  that 
direction.  By  aome  dexterous  movement  the  cherished 
cocked  hat  gets  jerked  into  the  river,  to  the  great  dismay  of 
the  Negro  driver  and  the  indiguatiou  of  his  master,  who 
curses  the  poor  slave  lad  in  his  drunken  blindness  as  the 
cause  of  the  disaster,  while  it  is  in  truth  a  freak  of  the 
froliosome  middies.  By  the  time  they  arrive  where  the  boat 
awaits  them,  the  drunken  man  has  sunk  into  a  heavy  sleep. 
They  are  sufBciently  considerate  to  borrow  a  blanket  from  a 
neighbouring  house,  to  cover  and  screen  him  from  the  cold 
laud-breeze  he  will  meet  on  his  journey  home ;  and  they 
then  commit  him  to  the  care  of  Peter,  the  driver,  who  has 
silently  enjoyed  the  frolic  quite  as  much  aa  themselves. 
Peter  grins  almost  from  ear  to  ear  over  the  silver  coins  with 
which  the  laughing  middies  have  liberally  rewarded  his 
services.  They  jump  into  the  boat,  and  in  a  few  moments 
report  themselves  on  hoard  their  ship. 

Tba  great  man  was  full  of  indignation  when,  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  he  became  aware  of  what  had  hefdillen  him 
through  his  ungrateful  guests.  For  some  time  he  was  hent 
on  seeking  redress  and  having  the  youngsters  punished. 
He  was,  however,  made  to  see  that  it  would  be  wise  to  hush 
up  the  matter,  as  exposure  would  he  sure  to  bring  upon  him 
a  flood  of  ridicule,  and  make  him  the  laughing  stock  of  the 
coimtry.  Besides,  the  middies  had  only  obeyed  his  own 
imperative  commands.  The  midshipmen's  frolic,  however, 
came  to  be  widely  known  and  talked  about.  Some  spoke  of 
"  poetic  justice,"  when  they  remembered  the  case  of  Damsel, 
that  was  so  prominent  a.  few  months  before ;  and  others 
regarded  it  as  a  "righteous  retribution,"  when  they  heard 
how  the  middies,  in  their  thoughtless  mischief,  had  treated 
the  drunken  slave-holder  iu  a  way  so  much  rusemhling,  io 
aoniB  respects,  his  own  cruel  treatment  of  \iia  Mulortvoial^ 
alare. 


XVI. 
BENJIE  Ain>  JTJsro. 

G«T  np,  you  mulo,  let's  be  goin', 
Let'B  be  accatohin'  ob  de  pubble ; 

Da  postman's  bom  be  long  done  blowin'. 
And  we'ee  a  gcad  loog  way  to  trabble. 


I t 


fr  traa  eevera.1  years  before  the  sin  and  shame  of  Britiili 
oolonial  slavery  were  done  away,  and  while  nearly  a 
million  of  human  beings  lay  crushed  and  grooning 
beneath  the  iron  heel  of  the  monstrous  system,  tbat  a 
traveller  on  horsehacic  was  leisoTelj  pursuing  his  way  along 
the  main  road  towards  one  of  the  seaport  towns  on  the 
north  side  of  Jamuca.  It  was  during  the  forenoon,  whea 
the  cool,  refreshing  sea  breeze  had  come  down,  modifying 
the  fierce  heat  of  a  tropical  sun,  and  dissipating  the  languor 
caused  by  the  overpowering  sultiiness  that  had  prevailed 
two  or  three  hours  before.  A  few  miles  back  on  the  road  he 
had  traversed,  a  Negro,  mounted  on  a  mule,  and  leading 
another  of  those  animals  laden  with  packages  carefully 
covered  up  with  tarpauliuga,  had  passed  him,  travelling  at 
the  rate  oi'  Eome  five  or  six  miles  an  hour.  At  very  short 
intervals,  as  he  urged  his  mulee  onward  with  whip  and  spnr, 
the  Negro  rider  blew  out  loud  notes  from  the  cow'a  bom 
tiwinging  round  his  neck.  Thus  he  announced  the  arrival 
of  the  expresB  post,  and  conveyed  to  the  planters  on  the 
estates,  and  the  residents  of  the  villages  near  which  he 
passed,  the  gratifying  int«lligt!nce  that  the  monthly  mail 
packet  from  England  had  arrived  at  Port  Royal,  and  their 
letters  and  newspapers  from  houe  were  now  travelling  to 
the  uaoal  post  town,  whither  they  might  send  and  obtain 
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Several  Negro  boys  mounted  on  mules,  with  leather-bags       ^^H 
strapped  acro^a  their  shoulders,  had  also  ridden  past  him,       ^^H 
haBtening  to  the  Poet  Office,  and  riding  aa  Negro  hojH  love        ^^ 
to  ride,  with  headlong  speed.     At  a  turn  of  the  road,  aa  he 
ambled  slowly  on  hie  way,  the  traveller  came  up  with  one  of 
theae  eable  equestrians,  engaged  in  active  strife  with  the 
I      Animal  he  bestrode,     Mulo  bad,  all  at  once,  after  bringing 
her  rider  on  aniftly  and  pleasantly  for  several  miles,  suddenly 
Ispaed  into  one  of  those  sullen,  obstinate  moods  in  which 
that  description  of  animals — at  least  in  the  West  Indies — 
ia  very  prone  to  indulge,  and  in  the  moat  expressive  manner 
of  which  she   was   capable   entered  a  caveat  against  the 
farther  prosecution  of   the  journey.      She  cared  nothing 
whether  the  master  on  whose  service  she  had  been  despatched 
obtained  his  packet  letters  in  due  time  or  not.     Not  so 
with  her  rider,  a  sharp-looking  lad  with  face  as  black  as         ^^ 
coal,  and  teeth  outrivalling  ivory  in  their  brilliant  white-       ^^^ 
uew,  and  who  appeared  to  be  not  more  than  nine  or  ten       ^^H 
years  of  age  at  most.     He  knew  very  well  that  to  return       ^^| 
without  busba's  (overseer's)  letters  would  bring  upon  him 
the  fierce  wrath  of  that  formidable  and  important  function- 
ary, and  entail  upon  him  a  se'vere  castigation.     He  was 
therefore  by  no  means  disposed  to  give  in  to  the  mulishness 
of  Miss  Juno. 

When  the  traveller  came  up,  the  contest  was  at  its  height, 
and  he  waited  to  see  the  issue.  The  lad  was  making  good 
use  of  the  single  spur  that  adorned  one  of  his  naked  heels, 
and  vigorously  applying  the  tamarind  switch,  which   was 

made  to  do  duty  for  a  riding  whip,  to  the  sides  and  neck  of        

bis  steed,  grinning  all  the  time  with  perfect  good  humour,       ^^M 
as  if  he  enjoyed  the  sport,  and  carrying  on  an  animated       ^^M 
conversation  with  the  animal,  as  if  she  understood  GYery       ^^M 
word  that  he  addressed  to  her.     But  the  more  be  flogged, 
and  spurred,  and  chattered,  the  more  energetically  did  muio 
protest  against  proceeding  in  the  required  direction.    Taking 
the  bit  between  her  teeth,  she  ran  to  the  right  hand,  rubbing 
her  rider's  foot  against  the  wall.     Then  she  sidled  to  the 
/e/i,  tearing  the  lad's  elothee  and.  Bcratctuiig\n.ft6e^«i'tlttft 
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logwood  fence  that  bounded  tbe  road  on  that  eide. 
backwardg  ;  she  whirled  her^aetf  round  and  round  in  Quneroug 
cii'cIeB  like  a  teetotum,  and,  in  reply  to  the  applications  of 
whip  and  apur,  threw  her  heels  into  the  air,  aa  if  bent  on 
pitching  her  rider  forward  out  of  the  saddle.  She  would  Ao 
anything  bat  go  forvrard.  She  would  go  iu  any  direction 
but  tbe  right  one.  The  lad  kept  his  seat  and  his  temper 
admirably  throughout  the  lengtheaed  contest,  while  the 
traveller  looked  on  and  greatly  enjoyed  the  eoene,  both 
mule  and  rider  being  too  much  occupied  to  taks  any  notice 

At  length  a  truce  waa  called.  The  Negro  discontinued, 
the  use  of  the  switch,  and  the  mule  ceased  her  gyratioiu, 
hut  with  her  fore-feet  iirmlj  planted  upon  the  earth  in  such 
a  manner  as  seemed  to  say,  "  I  am  determined  not  to  go 
on."  Placing  his  switch  under  his  arm,  the  boy,  still 
occupying  the  saddle,  proceeded  to  hold  a  colloquy  with  the 
lebeUious  animal.  "  So,  Misa  Juao,  you  no  want  to  carry  me 
to  de  Bay,  to  fetch  busha'a  letters  from  de  Post  Office?" 
The  mule  gave  a  snort,  as  if  to  say,  "  That  is  assuredly  my 
unalterable  determination."  "Berry  well,  Mias  Juno,  den 
we  mus'  Bee." 

Alter  a.  moment's  hesitation,  during  which  he  was 
apparently  thinking  over  the  best  means  of  escaping  from 
the  awkward  dilemma  in  nhich  Juno  had  placed  him  by 
her  obstinacy,  addressing  himself  to  the  mule,  be  said,  "  You 
no  go,  eh  ?  Now,  Miss  Juno,  me  bet  you  one  fippenny 
nie  make  you  go!'  The  mule  gave  a  snort,  probably  of 
defiance,  but  which  the  boy  cbose  to  interpret  as  tbe  signal 
of  acquiescence.  "  Berry  well,  you  aay  done.  Me  aee  now 
wedder  me  no  make  you  go,  and  carry  me  to  de  Bay.  You 
'top  here  one  little  piece." 

He  then  threw  himself  from  tbe  saddle,  and  pulling  the 

rein  over  the  animal's  head,  proceeded  to  make  it  fast  to  one 

'    of  the  logwood  bushes  close  at  band.     This  done  he  went  to 

'   a  narrow  stream  of  water  that  ran  across  the  load  at  a  littlu 

There  be  filled  his  pocket  with  a  number  of  clean 

I  pebbles  .froff  the  bed  ot  th&  6ttaa,ni-,  tmi  XXieuVa  ■winS.'ti*  * 


neighbouring  clump  of  bualiee,  from  whicli  he  pulled  out 
BeversI  strong  green  vriths,  and  retarned  to  the  mule,  who 
received  him  with  a  defiiint  anorb.  "  Now,  Miss  Juno,"  he 
aaid,  shoiving  Ida  glittering  teeth,  "  me  Bee  who  ga.ll  win  de 
bet."  He  then  filled  up  both  ears  of  the  mule  with  the 
pebbles  he  hcid  brought  from  the  brook,  and  tied  them  close 
with  the  withs  he  had  procured  for  the  purpose.  *'  Now, 
Juno,"  he  triumphantly'  exclaimed,  as  he  gathered  up  the 
reins  and  vaulted  nimbly  into  the  saddle,  "  we  see  who  is  de 
maasa,  Juno  or  Beujie."  Giving  her  two  or  three  touches 
with  the  spur,  Juno  began  sidling  in  the  wrong  direction, 
evidently  as  much  determined  as  ever  to  be  fractioug,  and  to 
go  any  way  but  the  right  one.  But,  astoniBhed  at  the 
strange  thundering  noise  in  her  ears  caused  by  the  grating 
and  rattling  of  the  pebble?,  and  not  knowing  at  all  what  to 
make  of  it,  she  threw  her  heels  high  in  the  air  two  or  three 
times,  and  fairly  gave  up  the  contest,  starting  off  at  full 
gallop,  with  little  Benjie  grinning  from  ear  to  ear,  and 
almost  frantic  with  delight  that  he  had  conquered  the 
obstinacy  of  Juno  and  gained  his  bet. 

The  traveller  slowly  continued  his  journey  in  the  same 
direction,  laughing  heartily  at  this  queer  scene  between 
Benjie  and  Juno,  and  greatly  amused  with  the  elever  eipe- 
dient  of  the  Negro  lad  to  subdue  the  stubbornness  of  mulo. 
After  a  short  ride  he  arrived  at  tbe  little  town,  where,  after 
stabling  his  horse,  he  recognised  little  Benjie,  occupied  with 
other  lada  who  had  come  on  a  siiuilar  errand,  in  a  game  of 
marbles,  earing  very  little  about  the  ausiety  of  their 
respective  masters  to  get  their  packet  letters. 

Curious  to  know  the  result  of  tbe  little  interlude  he  had 
witnessed,  he  beckoned  Benjie,  as  soon  as  he  could  arrest 
hia  attention,  to  come  to  him.  But  Benjie,  too  much 
occupied  with  the  business  in  hand  during  his  contest 
with  Juno  to  attend  to  anything  else,  had  scarcely  noticed 
the  rider,  who  was  all  the  time  looking  on.  Not  recog- 
nising the  stranger,  lie  shrank  from  hia  approach,  as  if 
somewhat  dubious  concerning  the  traveller's  intentions. 
Imtead  of  coming  forward  when  he  beckoned  to  ^limifiKKJa 
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sidled  oS,  and  seemed  very  mucli  disposed  to  take  to  hii 
teela.  "  I  have  no  wish  to  harm  you,  my  boy,"  «wd  the 
traveller ;  "  I  only  wish  to  ask  you  a  question  aboat  Jodo, 
and  give  you  a  fippenny,  it  may  be,  if  you  give  roe  a  proper 
answer." 

The  prospect  of  a  donation  banished  the  boy's  feara,  and 
he  came  forward  as  requested.  "1  want  to  ask  you  whether 
Juno  gave  you  any  more  trouble  after  you  put  the  pebbles 
in  her  earB?"  "How  Masaa  know  'bout  Juno  aad  de 
pebbles?"  inquired  the  boy,  with  a  blank  expression  of 
countenance.  "  0,  I  was  close  by,  and  saw  and  heard  hU 
while  you  were  contending  with  the  mule."  "But  Maasa 
no  tell  buaha  'bout  de  stones  me  put  in  him  ear  ?  "  "  Ho, 
I  won't  say  anything  at  all  to  busba.  But  I  want  to  know 
about  the  bet."  The  little  fellow's  face  resumed  all  the 
brightness  which  a  momentary  apprehension  had  banished, 
Bs  a  vision  of  the  angry  overseer  had  flitted  before  his  mind, 
and  agiun  showing  his  white  teeth,  he  replied,  "  Me  win  de 
bet  fair,  Massa."     "Well,  but  now  you  have  won  it,  how 

n  Juno  pay  you  the  fippenny  ?  That  is  what  J  want  yoa 
to  tell  me."  "  Me  make  him  pay  bery  well,  Masaa."  "  But 
how  ? — that  is  what  1  am  curious  to  understand.' '      "  Massa 

J  tell  buaha,  if  me  tell  Massa  ?  "    "  No,  busba  will  never 
know  anything  about  it  from  me."     "  Well,  den,  j-ou  gee, 
!  Massa,"  bis  bright  black  eye  twinkling  with  an  expression 

I  of  roguish  cunning,  "  buaha  gib'  me  one  tenpenny  (siipeiice) 
to  buy  grass  for  Juno  ;  me  buy  one  fippenny  grass  for  June, 
and  toder  fippenny  buy  liread  for  Benjie.  Dat  way  Juno 
pay  bimbet." 
The  traveller  handed  to  him  the  coin  by  which  he  had 
lured  him  into  the  conversation ;  and  little  Benjie  fa 
to  rqoin  his  companions,  triumphantly  eshibiting  his  gaini, 
and  bobterou'.ly  jubilant  over  the  stranger's  libcriJity, 
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He  SqcIb  Ills  fellow  guilty  a!  a.  ekia 
Not  calDOTEil  liki?  hia  own  ;  and,  bavicg  powec 
To  enforce  tha  wroiip,  for  such  a.  worthy  oanaa 
Doams  and  devoten  him  us  hia  lawful  prey. 
And  woiae  than  all,  and  mast  to  be  deplored. 
Am  bamsu  nature's  broadest,  foulest  blot, 
Chains  him,  and  tasks  bim,  and  exacts  hia  sweat 
With  stripes,  that  Mercy,  with  a  bleedioB  heart, 
Weeps,  when  she  sees  inllicted  on  a  beast. 

Cowpni. 


fHi  parish  of  St.  Ann,  Jitmaica,  is,  as  nenrlj  as  possible, 
about  the  centre  of  the  ii^land,  on  the  north  coast. 
It  is  right  opposite  to  Cuba,  whoae  lufty  mountain 
tops  are  often  clearly  diacernible  in.  the  ly  m  n 
near  eunset  in  the  evening,  from  the  high  1  d  b  St 
Ann's  Bay,  although  the  channel  is  scare  ly  1  than  n 
hundred  miles  in  width.  It  is  the  lov  1  t  f  U  th 
parishes  of  this  beautirul  land,  ext'nding;  i  1  ngth  piv  d 
of  thirty  miles,  and    in   breadth  nearly  h  If  th 

colony.     Kisinp  abruptly  from  the  sea  in      n    plac        nd 
with  but  little  level  land  between  them  and  th  dy    h 

in  others,  the  hills  and  mountains  sweep  g  ad  ally  [W  i 
one  range  towering  abore  another,  until  they  reach  an  alti- 
tude of  nearly  three  thousand  feet,  at  the  top  of  Mount 
Dtabola,  which  is  covered  with  magnificent  timber,  the 
growth  of  many  centuries.  Over  one  of  the  lower  ridges  of 
thia  mountain  winds  the  main  road  that  aRbrds  the  principal 
meana  of  communication  between  the  northern  and  southern 
shoreeof  the  island.  In  crossing  it,  the  traveller  often  sliirta 
thanide  of  a  deep  ravine,  dawn  which  it  makes  ttvoWafl  gtn'S 
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dinzy  to  look.  A  fev  eagti  plantations  are  Bcattcrsl 
at  distant  intervale  through  the  parish ;  some  Ifrng 
near  the  ees,  others  spreading  over  deep  valleys  beautiful!; 
encompasaed  with  forest-covered  hills.  But  a  large  portion 
of  the  land  is  divided  into  grazing-farms, — technically  called 
pens, — where  large  herds  of  sleek  homed  stock,  kept  in  by 
stone  walld,  are  hidden  anay  in  the  tall,  luxuriant,  guinea- 
gras?,  which  often  grows  nine  or  ten  feet  high,  entirely  owi- 
ceaiiiig  the  cattle,  until,  after  the  lapse  of  several  weekn, 
they  feed  themsehes  into  view.  On  these  pens,  also,  it  h  I 
the  pride  of  the  planters  to  breed  and  rear  the  choicest 
Epecimens  of  horses  to  be  found  in  this  western  part 
of  the  world.  In  tbia  TPgion  ia  to  be  seen  the  perfec- 
tion of  rural  scenery.  Stretching  away  for  miles,  as  far  as 
the  eye  can  reach,  the  traveller,  as  be  winds  through  the 
verdant  vaUeys,  gazt^s  upon  what  appears  to  be  a  vast, 
eittnded  park,  or  a  succession  of  parka,  relieved  with 
patches  of  woodland  and  clumps  of  cedar  trees,  remarkahle 
for  their  majestic  growth  and  the  never -changing  beauty  of 
their  foliage.  The  commodious  mansions  of  the  proprietors 
of  these  far-stretching  fields,  generally  situated  upon  some 
gentle  slope,  and  laid  out  for  coolness  and  comfort,  are  seen 
peeping  out  from  the  clusters  of  trees  in  which  tbey  are 
embosomed  ;  while  the  picturesque  beauty  of  the  landscape 
is  greatly  enhanced  by  occasional  rows  or  avenues  of  the  tall 
cabbage-palm,  with  its  smooth,  straight,  Bymmetrical  trunk, 
surmounted  by  a  plume~like  head  of  surpassing  gracefalnees, 
and  always  exhibiting,  from  January  to  December,  that  dark 
verdure  on  which  the  eye  finds  it  a  pleasant  relief  to  reat- 
Beautiful  Ju  their  wildnesa  are  some  of  the  ecenea  of  Bokehy 
and  the  valley  of  the  Tees,  celebrated  in  graceful  poetry  hy 
one  of  Scotland's  favourite  bards  ;  but  tame  and  contracted 
are  these  in  comparison  with  the  magnificence  of  those 
expansive  and  enchanting  landscapes  over  which  the  eye  of 
the  beholder  ranges  as  he  pursues  his  way  by  the  smooth, 
winding,  well-kept  roads  which  conduct  him  through  the 
oarish  of  St.  Ann. 
But  it  is  in  the  earlier  moiaftiao^  \^ie■3eaI,•«V«B.,\n■^ls«le 
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'  fwrthern  latitudes,  everything  -wears  the  bleak,  desolate 
aspect  of  winter,  and  the  trees,  stripped  of  their  foliage, 
stretch  cut  their  naked  Hmba  and  hranches  to  the  biting 
blast,  that  this  region  of  perennial  eummer  exhibits  the  per- 
fection of  its  beauty.  Thickly  studding  these  rich  pasture 
lands,  and  skirting  the  fields  into  which  they  are  divided  for 
pastoral  purposea,  are  thousands  and  tens  of  thousanda  of 
orange  trees ;  nob  the  small,  stunted  shrubs  of  which  so 
macb  is  made  in  the  boasted  Orangery  at  Versailles,  but 
trees,  affording  a  grateful  retreat  and  shade  for  the  cattle  which 
shelter  beneath  their  branches  from  the  direct  scorching  rays 
of  a  mid-day  tropical  sua.  At  one  season  they  are  covered 
with  that  beautiful  white  blossom,  interestiug  in  its  associ- 
atdons  above  all  other  fruit  or  djwer  bloeaoms  to  the  youth- 
ful, blushing  bride, — filling  the  country  around  for  miles 
with  delicious  perfume.  In  the  wiuter  months  they  arr 
Been  laden  with  luscious  golden  fruit,  exhibiting  a  delightful 
-contrast  to  the  full,  deep  green  of  their  lusuriaat  foliage, 
and  imparting  to  the  country,  as  far  as  the  eye  can  scan  it, 
the  aspect  of  an  earthly  paradise.  Some  writers  have  favoured 
Ihe  idea  that  Hayti,  Cuba,  and  Jamaica  were  the  gardens  of 
the  Hesperides  mentioned  by  Hesiod,  and  that  the  golden 
Apples  he  spoke  of  were  tbe  oranges  and  kindred  fruits  with 
which  all  those  islands  so  richly  abound.  The  traveller,  as 
ike  rides  or  drives  along  the  narrow  roads  which  traverse 
the  hills  and  glades  of  this  highly -favoured  parish  in  all 
directions,  can,  without  dismoujiting  from  his  saddle  or 
vehicle,  just  turn  a  little  to  the  roadside,  and  pluck  at  his 
pleaaure  the  luscious,  ripe,  yellow  fruit.  This  the  writer  baa 
often  done;  and,  as  he  cast  his  eyes  over  the  fields,  and 
beheld  the  countless  thousands  of  these  beautiful  trees  bow- 
ing beneath  their  splendid  adorning  of  green  and  gold,  he 
concluded  that  surely  nowhere  else  was  there  a  scene  to  he 
found  BO  well  adapted  to  furnish  the  fable  and  imagery  of 
the  old  Grecian  poet.  It  is  difficult  to  conceive  that  earth 
«ui  anywhere  present  a  scene  of  laore  transcendent  loveliness. 
But  here,  amidst  these  landscape  beauties,  the  foul  demon 
of  elarerjr  has  held  high  carnival,  and  maiiAinai  ■aaftas^ 
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puted  swBT.  Deeds  of  darknesa  and  blood  have  been  per- 
petrated, under  the  sanction  and  protection  of  Britiab  law, 
whicli  put  humacitj-  to  the  blush. 

From  the  steep  ("riTing  road  winding  down  the  bills 
towards  St.  Ann's  Bay,  far  below,  in  a  secluded  valley, 
encircled  by  hills,  with  tbe  exception  of  a  amall  opening 
at  the  lower  end,  through  thick  clusters  of  bamboo,  or 
aroDDatic  pimento,  which  fringe  and  throw  a  cool  sbadovi 
over  the  rou^h,  rocky,  heated  road,  the  eye  catches  an 
occasional  glimpse  of  extensive  cane-fielda  waving  witli 
their  luscious  produce,  and  of  the  yard,  cattle-milt,  and  other 
bnildingB  of  a  large  sugar-plantation.  But  little  does  the 
stranger  dream,  as  be  adtnires  the  landscape,  of  the  harrow- 
ing deeds  of  cruelty  to  which  that  lovely  valley  baa  been  a 
witnes?.  It  may  be  well  to  make  one  or  two  of  the  scenes 
which  have  transpired  on  that  spot  rise  and  pass  in  review 
before  as,  to  remind  us  what  great  cause  of  tbaiikfulneift 
we  have  that  tbe  sin  and  ebame  of  upholding  slavery  cleaves 
to  Britain  no  longer. 

The  overseer  of  the  plantation,  in  tbe  conscious  pride 
of  nearly  irresistible  power  over  the  lives  and  persons  of 
the  unhappy  ones  whose  toil  and  sweat  give  fertility  to  these 
wide -spreading  lands,  may  be  seen  at  the  open  windows  of 
tbe  biiuse.  Tbe  conch-shell  sends  forth  its  loud,  hollow, 
monotonous  bellow,  to  give  notice  to  the  slaves  on  the 
estate,  who  have  been  toiUrg  from  tbe  earliest  dawn,  that 
tbe  hour  fur  breakfast  has  arrived.  Presently  four  atout, 
athletic  drivers,  each  with  a  long  whip  coiled  about  bis 
breast  and  shonldere,  and  a  eiaS  in  his  band,  make  their 
appearance  upon  the  scene,  accompanied  by  sis  of  the  half- 
naked  field  Negroes,  who  follow  them  with  reluctant  steps. 
Tbe  tallies  are  handed  to  the  overseer,  showing  the  work 
whith  has  been  done  ;  and  tbe  sis  unfortunates  are  reported 
as  having  come  short  of  what  has  been  required  of  them. 
"Put  them  down,"  is  tbe  order  immediately  given  by  the 
plantation  oligarch,  without  any  further  inquiry,  and  with- 
out giving  one  of  them  op^ortauit^  fat  a.  wari.  of  ei.QUna> 
tion  or  defence. 
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The  first,  a  black  man,  about  thirty-fisfe  years  of  age,  has 
Buffered  a  oiule  to  go  astray.  He  is  ordered  t^  atrip  ;  and 
presently  is  made  to  lie  down  on  hia  face,  witb  hia  back 
and  the  lower  part  of  his  peraon  uncovered.  Oj-e  of  the 
drivers,  a  large,  muscular  man,  steps  out,  and  uncoils  the 
long  cart-whip,  which  has  a  thong  nine  or  ten  feet  in  length, 
and  a  short,  stout  handle,  from  two  to  three  feet  long. 
Whirling  this  powerful  and  deadly  inBtrument  of  terturd 
rapidly  around  his  head  three  or  four  times,  by  which  it 
acquires  great  impetu!<,  he  then  brings  it  down  with  all  hia 
might  across  the  naked  body  nf  the  victim.  A  thick  weal, 
as  large  as  the  thong  of  the  whip,  immediately  rises  where 
the  stroke  has  fallen,  while  the  sufferer  writhes  like  a 
wounded  worm,  being  held  down  fast  by  three  or  four  stout 
men.  Again  and  again  the  whip  descends,  while  the  victim 
groans,  "  Lord  !  Lord!"  as  if  appealing  to  heaven  against 
the  shocking  inhumanity  of  his  treatment.  Every  succes- 
sive stroke  raises  a  weal ;  but,  after  a  few  lashes,  the  skin  is 
broken,  and  the  blood  flows  freely,  staining  his  clothes  and 
the  ground  on  which  he  lies.  Down  comes  the  instrument 
of  torture  agaiu  and  again,  extorting  the  heart-rending  cry 
at  every  stroke,  "  Lord  !  Lord  !  "  until  thirty-nine  lashes 
have  been  inflicted.  Weeping,  bleeding,  sweating  at  every 
pore,  and  trembling  in  every  limb,  the  agonized  suffertr  is 
then  ordered  off,  utterly  exhausted  as  be  is,  to  his  usual 
occupation,  which  is  to  look  after  the  mules. 

Next  appear  two  young  men  about  eighteen  or  nineteen 
years  of  age,  whose  offenoa  ia  a  deficiency  in  the  amount  of 
their  labour.  Like  the  other  they  are  comp  lied  to  ftrip, 
and  yield  their  uncovered  flesh  to  the  lash,  and  are  then 
held  down  each  by  four  slaves,  while  a  fresh  driver  in  both 
cases  uncoils  his  whip  and  administers  a  similar  punishment 
of  thirty-nine  lashes.  One  of  the  suflerers  is  a  mulatto. 
His  lighter  skin  eihibits  more  terrible  ind  cations  of 
ponishment  than  the  others.  A  dark  livid  uiark  as  thick 
as  a  man's  fiiigtr  rises  upon  the  akin  at  every  stroke, 
showing  how  rapidly  the  blood  ia  drawn  to  the  ^pot; 
Mnd  as  the  puDisbmeat  goes  oo  the  whole  \)acV  \ie«nfie,» 
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covered  with  a  large  liver-coloured  patch.  This  after  a  mliiln  I 
is  broken  by  the  whip  falling  upon  it,  and  the  blood  iesu^  1 
^^^  forth  in  a  copious  stream ;  doubtleBB  finding  a  voice  tai  j 
^^^L  crying  aloud  to  heaven  for  vengeance  upon  the  atrocious  ] 
^^B  fljsttim  which  thus  revels  in  cruelty  and  treats  human  I 
^^H  beings,  nitb  their  noble  and  immortal  nature,  es  chattels 
^^^1  and  as  brutes. 

^^H       The  three  culprits  that  remain  belong  to  (he  gentler  sei. 

^^^r  One  of  them,  for  an  uneiplamed  reason,  is  exempted  from 

^^^     flogging.     But  her  companions,  two  young  women  like  her. 

self,  who  are  charged  with  some  deficiency  in  the  amount 

of  labour,  are  subjected  to  the  same  revolting  discipline  as 

their  male   associates.     All   uncovered,  without  regard  to 

modesty  or  deceuey,  they  are  held  down  to  the  earth  by 

four  etrong  pairs  of  handd ;  while  a  fresh  driver  expends  bis 

brutal  strength  in  slashing  and  cutting  their  tender  bodits 

with  the   dreadful  cart-whip,   which   long  experience   has 

taught    him   to  use   with    terrible   effect;    and  loud    aud 

I  piercing  shrieks,  that  seem  only  to  nerve  the  arm  of  the 

^^^      driver,  and  cries  of  "Lord!  Lord!  Lordl"  fill  the  air,  and 

^^1      are  echoed  back  from  the  surrouniling  bills. 

^^R  All  but  fainting,  and  with  the  blood  streaming  from  their 

^^       heels,  these  poor  helpless  victims  of  the  white  man's  cruelty 

are  ordered  hack  to  the  field.     The  overseer,  still  hut   a 

youug  man,  though  old  in  cruelty  and  crime,  having  stood 

by  to  witness  the  whole  of  this  infliction,  turns  upon  his 

heel  and  walks  into  the  house,  and  then  to  the  aide-board,  to 

take  his  noonday  glass  of  punch,  with  as  much  iangfroid  as 

if  he  had  only  just  paid  hall'  a  dozen  labourers  the  honestly 

earned  wages  of  their  toil. 

These  are  scenes  of  almost  daily  occurrence  in  that 
secluded  vftlley,  and  indeed  through  all  the  parish.  The 
echoes  of  these  romantic  mountain  glades  are  frequently 
ftwaVened  by  the  loud  crack  of  the  cart-whip,  and  the 
piercing  shriek  or  groan  of  agony  which  it  wrings  from 
the  prostrate  tortured  slave.  The  cruelty  and  cupidity  of 
roan  ha^e  converted  these  scenes  <i£  Eden-like  beauty  into 
I  earttlj  pandemonium.     TtMc,t\i«ie  Va^e  '^niwi  wt^  w* 
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hononrable  exceptions  :  for  not  all  Blave-ownera  are  monatera 
of  inliaiDaDity,  talcing  delight  in  the  inflictioa  of  sufiVring 
and  torture.  It  baa  more  frequently  than  otherwise  heen 
the  case  that  the  worst  deeds  of  wickednesa  and  cruelty 
practised  through  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  laud  have 
been  wrought  by  hireling  adventurers,  caring  for  nothing 
but  the  gratification  of  their  own  brutal  passions,  and 
indifferent  alike  to  the  elainis  of  bnmanity  and  to  the 
interests  of  the  absentee  proprietor?,  whose  properties 
in  the  working  of  a  thoroughly  vicious  and  ruinous  Byatem 
they  have  been  unhappily  left  iiL  charge. 

Tbcre  is  no  part  of  this  blood-stained  land  that  has 
witnessed  more  fearful  scenes  of  wrong-doing  than  this 
beautiful  parish  of  St.  Ann,  where  nature,  in  her  most 
enchanting  manifestations,  has  been  outraged  by  some  of  the 
■worst  developments  of  liuman  depravity  into  which  men 
under  the  aoul-hlighting  and  embruting  influences  of  slavery 
can  descend.  Human  nature  never  sinks  lower,  until  it 
passes  beyond  the  reach  of  restraining  grace  into  the 
pit  of  perdition,  than  it  does  io  the  persons  and  character 
of  those  whose  unhappy  lot  it  is  to  fall  under  the 
corrupting  inSuence  of  this  iniquitous  system.  Debasing  as 
slavery  b,  it  is  not  amongst  its  down-trodden  victims,  the 
Bla,ve8  themselves,  but  amongst  such  sUve-owners  as 
Legree,  and  other  agents  of  the  infaDfious  traffic,  that  we 
must  look  for  the  most  hopeless  and  shocking  specimens 
of  moral  degradation.  Amongst  the  slave-drivers  of  our 
oivn  colonics  in  days  that  are  past,  and  those  who  existed 
in  the  Southern  States  of  America  when  this  sketch 
was  penned  in  1862,  could  be  found  men  more  divested  of 
all  that  is  human  and  more  nearly  assimilated  to  fiends, 
than  probably  existed  in  any  tribe  of  savages  or  cannibals 
upon  the  face  of  tbe  earth. 

If  cruelty  and  all  bad  passions  are  more  rampant  in  the 
mountains  and  valleys  of  St.  Ann's  than  tbey  are  elsewhere 
in  this  sunny  land,  it  is  owing  in  no  small  degree  to  the 
fact  that  the  panab  possesses,  in  the  person  of  ita  rector,  & 


I 
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■pecimen  of  the  very  wor^t  type  of  the  clerical  elaytboldeT. 
Who  with  the  New  TegtameDt  in  hi^  hand,  could  believe  it 
possible,  if  he  were  not  as^sured  by  undeniable  fact  to  the 
contrary,  that  any  man  proftesini^  to  be  the  minister  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Chritt  and  a.  preacher  of  His  loving  Qospel  could 
be  a  tdaveholder,  perpttratin  g  the  most  fearful  wrong  and  ont- 
rage  against  his  ftlluw-manof  which  it  is  possible  to  be  guilty? 
No  wrong  done  to  a  human  being  is  to  be  compared  in 
magnitude  to  that  of  making  him  inherit  the  lot  of  a  nUre. 
Plundirred  from  tbe  moment  of  his  birth  of  all  social  rights 
before  it  is  possible  for  him  to  have  committed  any  off.-nce 
to  incur  eucli  a  penalty ;  robbed  of  hie  freedom,  his  labaar, 
his  time,  of  the  right  to  nceive  instruction,  of  his  wife 
and  of  his  children;  dehuraanized,  and  made  a  chattel 
and  a  thing,  though  possessing  man's  inheritance  of  immor- 
tality and  the  loity  faculties  which  raise  him  immeasurably 
abovo  tbe  brute,  the  slave  is  subjected  to  the  greatest  in- 
justice that  can  be  inflicted  by  one  man  upon  another. 
It  is  a  wrong  in  comparison  with  which  the  deprivation, 
of  life  would  be  a  trifle  indeed.  And  clergymen — mea 
holding  the  office  aiid  rtcciving  the  emoluments  of  ministcn 
of  Christ— could  do  this  enormous  wrong.  Who  does 
not  feel  the  ahocking  iacon:;ruity  of  sui;h  a  fact?  And 
who  in  view  of  it  does  not  s-nti-r  into  the  spirit  of  Whittier'a 
scathing,  burning  words,  in  which  be  so  graphically 
pictures  the  muuslrons  anomaly  exhibited  in  the  clerical 
slaveholder  ? 

"  Just  Ood  !~nnd  these  are  they 
Who  minister  at  TMno  altar,  God  of  Hislit ! 
Mou  who  tbeir  hande  with  pmjer  and  bLessing  lay 

Oil  iBraei'B  ark  ot  light  1 

"  What  I  preach  and  kidnap  men? 
Give  thanks— and  rob  Thj  obu  afflicted  poor? 
Talk  of  glorioHB  liberty,  and  then 

Bolt  hard  the  captive's  door? 

■•  What !  Becvanta  o(  Thy  own 
Merciful  Sou.  who  came  to  fleek  and  save 
The  liomelcEB  and  Iha  outcaet,— fettering  dona 

The  tasted  ftn4  ftanieiei  ii\SMi\"' 
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Such  men  there  £ 
fessed  before  high  he 
take  upon  them  the  to 
vengeance  of  God  e 
who  feed  and  fatten  i 


!  in  this  land  1  Men  who  have  pro- 
en  tliat  th.ey  were  inwardly  moved  tc 
listry  of  a  Gospi-l  which  denounoei  the 
ainat  all  kinds  of  fraud  and  oppression; 
revenues  of  the  church ;  yet 
sanction  and  participate  in  that  "  execrable  sum  of  all 
villanies  "  which  is  comprised  in  kidnapping  and  enslaving 
men,  and  robbing  them  of  all  that  is  tiacred  and  dear  to 
human  beings. 

The  rector  of  this  magnificent  parish  is  one  of  these 
revol4^ng  anomalies — a  elavelioldisg  minister  of  religion.  In 
bim  ia  seen  a  man  persecuting  and  oppressing  men  and 
women,  "fettering  down  the  tasked  and  plundered  slave," 
and  supplementing  the  revenues  of  a  wealthy  living  by 
gnilt-stained  profits  wrung,  by  foul  oppression,  from  the 
lacerated,  loil-worn  bodies  of  the  children  of  Africa,  that  he 
may  revel  in  luxury  and  fare  sumptuously  every  day. 

He  lias  a  residence  near  the  town  upon  the  seaboard  where 
ii  situated  the  parish  church.  He  bus  also  a  plantation  in 
the  mountains,  where  a  gang  of  wretched  tlaves,  emhruted  by 
ignorance  and  ground  to  the  dust  by  cruelty,  hardship,  and 
toil,  tremble  beneath  the  power  of  the  man  who  claims  to 
be  a  eon  and  successor  of  the  Apostles  of  Jesus,  but  claims 
also  rights  of  properii/  in  the  bones,  blood,  sinews 
and  Boul  of  his  fellow-man.  He  is  not  an  uneducated  boor 
like  many  of  the  Negro-oppres  sing  caite  with  whom  he 
it  linked,  but  a  man  of  iutelleet  and  education.  He  is,  how- 
ever, a  living  illustration  of  the  fact  that  a  cultivated  and 
polished  intellect  may  be  united  with  a  soul  enslaved  and 
debased  by  ail  unholy  pasaiona.  The  proof  is  before  the 
world  in  two  imposing  volumes  penned  by  his  hand,  that 
this  man  possesses  mental  gifts  of  a  superior  order.  But  it 
is  patent  also  that,  under  the  embruting  influence  of  slavery, 
he  has  sunk  to  a  eonditiou  of  moral  debasement  so  low  that 
even  the  poor,  illiterate,  hut  pioas  Negro  can  justly  regard 
him  with  contempt  and  pity. 

Skilfully  and  learnedly  has  he  wielded  the  author's  pen  in 
recording  the  "Annals  of  Jamaica."     But  vitvtuig  aa  Wa 
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unscrupulous  apologi-it  of  oppreBsioa  and  cruel  wrong,  inA 
the  malignant  traducer  of  the  coloured  race,  the  power  of 
the  law  l^oi  been  invoked  and  its  mighty  arm  uplifted  to 
check  the  issue  of  his  libellous  p^es,  and  cast  the  poisoned 
work  into  the  receptacle  of  tho^e  literary  monstrosities  and 
abortions  which  outraged  morality  and  decency  pronouace 
to  be  too  vile  and  wicked  to  be  auffi^red  to  circulate  in  the 
face  of  the  sun.  Incapable  of  appreciating  what  ia  morally 
great  and  good ;  unable  to  understand  any  thing  so  utterly 
at  variance  with  the  grasping  selfishness  that  has  made  bim 
u  cruel  slave- oppressor,  he  knows  not  how  to  believe  it 
poKBible  that  a  mau  could  devote  himself,  from  pure  and 
dieintereBted  motives,  in  the  face  of  reproach  and  persecu- 
tion, to  the  seif-denying  labours  of  a  Christian  missionarr 
amongst  the  slaves.  It  ia  therefore  no  matter  for  surprise 
that  he  has  in  his  two  volumes  (suppressed  by  an  injunctioa 
of  the  lord  chancellor)  pandered  to  the  prejudices  and 
ungodliness  of  the  planters,  and  polluted  his  pages  with 
filthy  libels  sgdnst  the  lar^-hearted  and  devoted  Dr.  Coke, 
which  could  have  emanated  only  from  a.  mind  familiar  with 
all  that  is  base  and  impure.  At  the  same  time  he  has 
insulted  the  moral  seuse  of  the  world  by  fulsome  adulation 
of  a  colonial  governor  whose  long  career  of  libertinism, 
miserable  truckling  to  slavtholdera,  cruelty  to  the  Negro,  and 
indifference  to  the  real  welfare  of  the  colony,  have,  notwith- 
standing the  ducal  coronet  which  grated  his  brow,  cast  a 
diu'k  shadow  upon  his  name  and  memory  abovu  all  the  men 
who  have  administered  the  govcrnmeut  of  Jamaica.* 

■  In  the  "  Letters  of  Legioa  "  addressed  to  the  Dnke  of  Itiebmond 
as  chuimaii  of  the  Lords'  CotnmiCCee  on  the  elavery  question  in  1833, 
BtippOBBd  to  bs  from  the  pen  of  the  late  George  Stephen,  Esq.,  and 
containing  a  masterly  analjeis  and  leview  of  the  evidenoe  taken 
before  Uiat  committee,  the  following  remsike  occur  concerning  this 
governor,  the  Duke  of  Manckestei'.  "Here  is  a  ducal  goyemor,  who 
filled  for  twenty  jears  that  important  ofGce  in  a  colony  contaioing 
nearly  half  amillion  of  British  subjects,  and  whose  especial  slodj  It  was 
not  only  to  give  assent  to  every  colonial  statute,  bat  to  saperintend 
its  execution,  who  declares  on.  oath,  that  he  canoot  recoHect  nearly 
twenty  of  the  most  important  aubjerta  ol\t^\'iiAiQiiftvA  Mm^i^iwft 
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Strange  things  have  been  whispered  concerning  the  ^^^| 
severities  and  cirueltiea  practised  upoD  the  slaves  who  are  com-  ^^H 
pelied  to  look  to  this  unfaithful  minister  as  their  owner-  ^^^ 
Inquiries  have  been  suggested  in  the  nenspapera  regarding 
the  mysterious  disappearance  of  a  female  slave,  of  whom  no 
mention  can  be  made  to  her  fellow  slaves  without  drawing 
I  tears  from  their  eyes.  Reports  have  circulated  somewhat 
eitenEively  of  one  poor  creature,  kicked  and  thrown  with 
violence  down  a  flight  of  stone  steps,  by  which  fatal  injuries 
were  done  to  the  spine  ;  so  that  there,  upon  the  spot  where 
he  fell,  the  apurit  of  the  poor  slave  passed  away  from  the 
bruised  aad  convulsed  body,  to  bear  witness,  before  the  throne 
of  the  Just  and  Holy  One,  against  the  murderous  cruelty  by 
which  it  had  been  prematurely  forced  away  from  earth  to 
face  the  dread  realities  of  eternity.  Such  enormities  as 
these  are,  ia  this  slave  land  where  slave  evidence  cannot 
be  received,  easily  concealed  from  the  knowledge  of  all  who- 
are  legally  quallBed  to  give  testimony  upon  such  subjects. 
But  they  are  not  hidden  from  thiit  Omniscient  Being  whose 
eyes  are  in  everyplace,  heholdiug  the  evil  and  the  goo3, 
and  who  hath  said,  "  Vengeance  is  Mine,  I  will  repay,"  If 
by  any  means  they  are  brought  to  light,  there  are  slave- 
holding  magistrates  and  unscrupulous  jurieit,  who  can  be 
relied  on  to  insure  impunity  to  the  guilty  from  that  puniah- 
ment  by  any  earthly  tribunal  which  they  have  richly 
merited. 

Amongst  many  wretched  beings  over  whom  this  Christian 
pastor  exercises  the  right  of  property,  and  whom  he  daily 
robs  of  all  the  privileges  of  humanity,  is  a  quadroon  girl. 
This  designation  denotes  that  she  is  three  J'ourths  white 
oome  under  his  review  t  viijo  oontesses  that  tbo  protection  of  the 
slave — the  reception  of  his  evidence — the  power  of  purchasing  his 
Ireedom— the  legaliKation  of  his  marriage— the  corporal  pnniBb- 
inent  to  whioh  ha  shall  ha  sahjected,  and  other  inferior  mattere,  all 
may  or  may  not  have  formed  the  BUhjecl  of  Ugielatiou ;  for  he  oamiat 
recollect  even  their  iliscnssion  t  He  does  not  bear  these  things  in. 
mind  I !  I  What  a  man  was  this  to  he  the  governor  in  the  largest 
dlave  colony  in  the  possession  of  the  orown  1  My  groom  would  not 
bare  been  less  eSicieiit. " 
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d  one  fourtli  blael;,  hamg  the  offspring  of  a  Mulatto  mother 
and  a  white  foither.  The  girl,  eo  called,  is  in  fact  a  young 
woman  between  twenty  and  thirty  yeara  of  age.  But  in 
alavedom  old  men  ai%  frequently  called  boys,  and  women 
girle.  She  answers  to  the  name  of  Kitty,  and  is  employed 
aa  cook  in  the  bousetiold  of  the  rector  at  his  country 
residence.  There  he  ordinarily  takes  np  his  abode;  the 
duties  of  his  profession  requiring  his  presence  at  the  Bay 
where  stands  the  paiish  church,  only  once  a  week,  on  the 
Sabbath ;  and  that  only  wlien  it  suits  the  rector's  coa- 
Tenience  or  inclination  to  go  down.  Anxious  concern  about 
the  rch'gious  instruction  of  the  panshioiierB  is  not  one  cf 
the  rector's  virtues. 

It  is  a  Friday  morning ;  the  rect^ir  U  eipeetuig  a  gentle, 
man  to  dine  with  him  that  day,  and  the  slave-master  gives 
directions  to  the  quadroon  girl  to  have  a  turkey  killed  and 
dressed  for  diunei'.  In  th-e  course  of  the  forenoon  intelli- 
gence is  receiTtd  that  the  guest  whose  visit  was  anticipated 
is  not  coming,  Kitty  is  then  summoned  by  her  lordly 
owner  into  his  preseace,  and  he  requires  to  know  whatsbe 
has  for  dinner.  With  all  simplicity  she  replies,  that  in 
obedience  to  the  orders  be  had  given  her  she  has  killed  and 
is  preparing  to  cook  the  turkey.  On  hearing  this  he  flies 
immediately  into  a  violent  rage,  and  making  use  of  language 
too  gross  and  profane  for  repetition  here,  inquires,  "  Who 
told  you  to  get  a  turkey  ? "  When  the  girl  naturally 
replies,  "  Maasa  tell  mo  him  own  stlf,"  with  many  curses  he 
attacks  the  defenceless  slave  with  the  ferocity  of  a  tiger, 
striking  her  with  clenched  fists  about  the  Uee  and  head 
until  both  eyes  blackened  and  swollen  and  the  blood  stream- 
ing from  her  nose,  heap  witness  to  the  dastardly  and 
ruffianly  treatment  bHo  has  received  at  Iks  hands. 

In  self-defence  tlio  girl  attempts  to  plead  his  own  posi- 
tive commands  fur  wliat  she  has  done,  and  with  tears, 
mingling  with  the  blood  that  streams  from  her  face,  reminds 
the  exasperated  tyrant,  "  ilassa,  the  bery  last  ting  you  tell 
tne  dis  morning  was  to  kill  turkey  and  dress  em  Jor  Massa 
dinner*"     Ineenaed  with  ■Vi\Ya,\i  ^c  la  ^\eas.fti  \>a  'ws^ci.  \iei 
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inaolence, — a  very  favourite  word  with  the  elave-driver, 
Slid  a.  very  convenjent  excat^e  for  the  inHictton  of  all 
kiiidB  and  degrees  of  barbarity  upon  the  unbefriended 
Xegro, — he  aeizee  her  in  his  strong  grasp,  and  dragging  her 
to  the  pantry  holda  her  faat  agaimat  the  dresser.  There  he 
indutges  his  ungovernable  rage  by  kicking  her  with  all  the 
violence  of  which  he  is  capable  with  his  boot-clad  feet  upon 
faer  shins  and  lege,  pommelling  her  with  hia  fiat,  and  heap- 
ingupon  her  all  sorts  of  execratians  and  opprobrious  epithets. 
The  girl  atiU  persists  in  averring  that  she  had  only  obeyed 
faifl  own  orders,  given  to  her  in  the  morning,  in  killing  the 
turkey;  and  he  returns  again  and  again  to  the  task  of 
beating  and  kicking  her,  as  Kitty  afterwards  declared  upon 
oath,  for  "upwards  of  an  hour." 

Any  one  would  have  supoosed  that  when  he  looked  upon' 
her  liTid  eyes  and  swollen  and  battered  countenance,  and 
her  limbs  bruised  and  scarified  by  the  application  of  his 
heavy  boots,  this  meek  and  pious  minister  of  the  Qoapel 
would  be  satisfied  with  the  punishment  she  had  received  as 
fully  adequate  to  the  oQence,  if  Kitty  had  really  made  a 
nuatake  ;  or  even  if  she  had  acted  somewhat  perversely  and 
without  authority  in  dtatrojing  the  life  of  the  turkey.  But 
no !  The  tiger  has  tasted  hbod,  and  his  ravenous  appetite 
most  be  gorged.  Is  she  not  his  own  property,  body  and 
Mul  ?  And  may  he  not  do  wh»t  he  will  with  his  own  ? 
IheefiailelhaB  dared  to  vindicate  and  encuEO  what  he  chooses 
to  find  fault  with,  by  appealing  to  his  own  orders!  TheiAwy 
has  been  "  insolent  "  enough  to  say,  "You  told  me  to  do  what 
I  have  done  and  what  you  blame  1 "  It  is  not  to  fee  borne. 
Slave-holding  Uesh  and  blood  cannot  endure  such  an  out- 
rage !  "  To  dare  thus  to  reply  to  me !  She  must  and  shall 
be  taught  a  lesson  she  will  never  forget." 

It  is  in  vain  the  trembling,  bleeding  sufferer  pleads  for 
forbearance  and  mercy.  In  vain  she  promises  to  rave  her 
money  and  buy  another  turkey  to  replace  the  one  that  has 
been  killed.  Drunk  with  rage  and  fury,  he  summons  two 
men  to  hie  aid  who  are  also  his  slaves,  and  to  them  he 
girea  Jnatraotions  to  go  aad  cut   a  quantity  o^\ia.a^'Wfa&* 
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tches,  whicli  are  hard  and  knotty  and  capable  ot 
iuflicting  very  severe  punishment.  Arming  himself  with  a 
stout  stick,  he  hands  over  the  suffericg  slave  to  these  rough 
men,  with  directions  to  "  take  her  down  to  the  cow-pen^ 
and  out  all  the  flesh  off  her."  She  is  dragged  away 
shrieking  to  the  cow-pen  and  stripped  of  her  clothing. 
Then  heing  tied  and  laid  face  downwards  upon  some  rods, 
she  is  flogged  with  the  bamboo  switches  until  all  the  back 
part  of  her  person,  from  the  shoulders  down  to  the  ealvts  ot 
her  legs,  ia  one  mass  of  lacerated  flesh  and  gore. 

All  this  time  the  Rev.  gentleman  is  standing  by  direct 
ing  and  urging  the  men  to  "  lay  it  on ; "  and  himself  oocs' 
sionally,  by  way  of  relieving  the  vindictive  feelings  that 
are  raging  in  his  breast,  Btepping  forward  and  applying  a 
vigorous  stroke  or  two  with  the  stick  in  his  hand  to  the 
naked  prostrate  body  of  the  sufferer.  This  part  of  the 
business,  after  being  continued  until  the  fair-skinned  girl  has 
become  a  revolting  spectacle  to  look  upon,  is  at  length 
brought  to  a  close,  and  orders  are  given  to  "  run  her  down 
to  the  pond."  She  rises  from  her  prostrate  position  with 
the  help  of  her  torturers,  with  the  blood  streaming  from 
hoth  her  heels  ;  and  weak  and  staggering  reaches  the  pond, 
where,  as  well  as  she  is  able,  she  washes  the  crimson  stains 
from  her  person  and  puts  on  her  clothes. 

Enfeebled  as  she  is  by  the  painful  ordeal  through  which 
she  has  passed,  this  operation  occupies  more  time  than  is 
deemed  necessary  or  proper  by  this  exemplary  rector.  He 
stands  at  a  little  distance,  looking  on,  while  the  victim  of 
his  cruelty  applies  the  cooling  water  to  her  smarting  and 
bleeding  wounds.  By  the  time  she  baa  succeeded  in  put- 
ting on  the  coarse,  scanty  articles  of  apparel  which  belong 
to  her,  his  small  stock  of  patience  is  exhausted.  Kieree  and 
angry  passions  are  again  aroused,  and,  cursing  and  swearing, 
he  commences  to  pelt  her  with  stones,  driving  her  towards 
the  house.  When  she  arrives  there,  the  blood  has  gushed 
forth  anew  from  her  lacerated  back,  and  is  again  streaming 
from  her  heels;  and  the  hack  part  of  her  clothes  is 
*fltufa ted  through  and  throagV.    "B\A«i.^ina*'wS*i,l«Mi\.»* 
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BIb  from  the  effects  of  crael  puniahment,  with  blackened 

r'  ejes  and  blood  prints  marking   every  spot  on.  which  she 

pots  ber  feet,  ehe  is  compelled  to  go  about  the  duties  which 

belong  to  her  position  in  that  professedly  Christianbousehold. 

She  has  first  to  carry  a  kettle  of  water  to  her  mistress, 

kho  haa  been  no  party  to  any  of  the  barbarity  inSicted 

Upon    Eitty.      A    gentle    and    amiable  lady,   it    ia   more 

than   EUApected   that  she  has  her  own  full  share  of  trial 

and    auffcrirg  to  endure  at  the   hands  of  the   household 

ruler.     Ah  the  suffering  slave  returns  from  performing   her 

duty  to  her  mistress,  she  encount-ers  her  master  again.     Ifot 

yet   recovered  from  his  fierce  rage,  he  salutes  her  with  a 

kick  upon  her  shins,  already  bruised  and  sore  from  former 

favoUTB  of  a  similar  kind.     Witt  a  savage  oath,  ill  suited 

to  clerical  lips,  he  seizes  her,  and  twisting  her  violently  round 

borls  her    from  him,  and  bids  her  go  to  the  wash-  house 

and  change  her  clothes  ;  shame,  no  doubt,  augmenting  his 

irritation  at  witnessing  the  sanguinary  signs  of  his  cruelty 

which  the  clothes  and  person  of  the  girl  exhibit. 

Having  only  two  poor  suits  of  apparel  in  the  world, 
Kitty,  notwithstanding  what  she  has  been  pa'<sing  through, 
ifl  not  by  any  means  prompt  to  obey  this  mandate  after  she 
enters  the  wash-house.  The  girl  is  apprehensive  that  her 
only  Temaining  garments  will  be  spoiled,  like  those  she  has 
upon  her,  by  being  saturated  with  the  blood  still  oozing 
from  the  open  wounds  which  cover  all  the  back  part  of  her 
person.  The  master  soon  follows  her  into  the  wash>house 
to  see  if  his  orders  have  been  attended  to.  Finding  that 
she  has  not  stripped  off  her  bload-stained  clothes,  again  he 
assails  her  fiercely  with  a  stick,  extorting  loud  and  bitter 
screams  as  every  stroke  falls  upon  a  bruised  or  lacerated  part. 
But  now  he  bas  aroused  a  master  passion  in  his  victim 
that  will  be  fully  a  match  for  his  brutality.  That  cherished 
Edit!  It  is  the  only  scrap  of  finery  the  poor  slave  pos- 
sesses. The  vanity  of  the  woman  is  aroused;  her  instinc- 
tive love  of  adorning  is  fully  awakened ;  and  she  will  not 
sacrifioe  that  cherished  suit:  no,  not  if  her  matter  kills  her. 
Hoir  earnestly  does  she  beg  that  be  will  not  loice  \w.t  ^.^  4o 
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that!  How  fervently  does  abe  plead  that  she  has  ODljtin 
suits, — that  other,  and  the  I'lood-soaked  garmenta  ihe  qow 
has  on  !  Blow  after  blow  falls  upon  her,  given  with  all  a 
tyrant's  ttrength,  showing  the  determination  of  the  master 
to  make  hi  alave  submit  herself  to  his  will.  But  jfeld 
ehe  will  not.  The  eava^  oppressor  has  found,  in  the  quad' 
roon  girl's  love  of  her  few  cherished  articles  of  adorning, 
that  which  is  not  to  be  aubdued  by  any  puniBliment  he  can 
inflict  ujion  her.  Wearied  out  at  length  by  his  own  bar- 
barous cruelties,  and  the  ^rl's  stubborn  resistance,  he  tomi 
upon  his  heel  aod  quits  the  wash-house,  locking  the  door 
upoo  his  victim. 

Afttc  a  little  while  ha  returns  with  a  coarse  Osnaburgh 
frock  in  his  hand,  and  coninands  the  girl  to  put  it  on,  ud 
give  up  to  him  the  blood-stained  garmente  she  has  i^nn 
her  person.  Seeing  now  an  opportunity  of  saving  thst 
other  fondly  cherished  suit,  she  yields.  Her  master  stand- 
ing by  in  utter  disregard  of  modesty  and  decency,  she  atlifs 
off  every  arlicle  of  apparel  ehe  has  upon  her  person,  and 
arrays  herself  in  the  one  coarse  robe  he  has  handed  to 
her.  This  done  he  snatches  from  her  head  the  handker- 
chief with  which  it  is  tied  up  in  turban  fashion,  and  compels 
her  to  take  up  and  carry  to  the  kitchen  the  critnBoned 
garments ;  and  with  his  own  hands  consigns  them  to  tie 
flames,  standing  by  until  they  are  entirely  consumed. 

Kitty  is  now  compelled  to  set  about  cooking  the  dinn«. 
But  as  the  rector  continues  to  follow  her  about  the  hons* 
and  beat  her  cruelly  with  a  stick,  she  Eeizes  upon  an  oppor- 
tunity which  ofiVrs,  and  makes  ber  escape  from  the  house, 
leaving  her  master  to  get  his  dinner  as  he  can,  sud  to  eat 
it  with  Euch  appetite  a,i  he  may.  The  fugitive  is  soon 
missed,  anil  parties  sent  in  pursuit.  They  are  not  very 
anxious  to  find  the  missing  one  ;  and  she  contrives  to  elude 
their  aearoh  until  the  darltness  of  the  night  affords  her  more 
elTeetual  means  of  concealment.  She  then  makes  her  way 
to  the  hi'use  of  a  neighbouring  gentleman  whom  she  knowa 
to  be  a  magistrate,  and  shows  to  him  her  wouuds  and  bruises, 
and  relates  her  tale  of  voe. 
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If  it  arouses  a  momentary  feeling  of  indignation  in  thi« 
gentleman,  to  hear  that  a  minister  of  religion  should  exhibit 
such  an  utter  abnega.tion  of  ail  that  ia  humane  and  Christian- 
like, it  fails  to  awaken  any  surpriBe.  The  rector's  character 
is  too  well  established  as  the  hard,  callous  slave-holder  and 
the  brutal  task-master,  for  any  individual  case  of  cruelty  to 
cause  an  emotion  of  that  kind.  Possibly  he  may  think  it  ie 
a  case  that  deserves  eipoHure  and  punishment.  But  the 
prudence  of  the  slave-holder  suggests  that  such  a  procedure 
wonld  give  a  triumph  to  the  eaints  and  the  anti-slarery 
party  in  England,  who  are  earneatly  labouring  to  effect  the 
downfall  of  the  system,  and  "  roh  the  planters  of  their  just 
rights."  Thei/  will  eagerly  seize  upon  a  case  of  this  kind, 
and  proelum  it  through  the  world  as  another  illustration  of 
the  atrocious  character  of  colonial  slavery. 

Such  a.  course  cannot  be  thought  of;  for  the  sake  of  the 
country  the  matter  must  be  hushed  up  and  kept  as  quiet  as 
possible.  And  then  there  are  those  missionaries  who  have 
taken  up  their  abode  in  the  parish!  If  they  should  happen 
to  hear  of  this  case  of  cruelty,  the  consequences  may  be  very 
inconvenient,  aa  they  will  not  fail  to  make  the  most  of  it. 
By  no  meaua  must  it  be  allowed  to  get  abroad.  So  Kitty 
finds,  apparently  at  least,  a  sympathiiiing  friend  in  Mr. 
Raffington,  who  desires  her  to  remain  where  she  is  for  the 
night,  and  then  instructs  her  to  meet  him  on  Sunday 
morning  at  Nutshell,  another  estate  in  tbe  vicinity;  promis- 
ing that  he  will  see  the  rector  in  the  interval,  and  ascertain 
what  ean  be  done  about  the  case. 

Sunday  morning  arrives,  and  Kitty,  who  has  found  shelter 
amongst  her  slave  ai^quaintanccs,  proceeds  to  meet  Mr. 
Baffington  at  Nutshell.  She  is  informed  by  that  gentleman 
that  her  master  the  rector  has  consented  to  sell  her  if  she 
can  meet  with  any  one  who  is  willing  to  purchase  her.  The 
rector's  friends  have  probably  represented  that  as  the  most 
effectual  means  of  hushing  up  the  unpleasant  business,  and 
preventing  the  knowledge  of  his  barbarity  from  spreading 
abroad  in  the  island. 

On  hearing-  this  she  proceeds  to  the  residence,  d?  a,M.v .  wvi 
u  2  
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Mrs.  6in!th  in  tha  same  netghlioarhood,  and,  giring  tbem  ■ 
detail  of  the  treatment  she  has  experienced,  beseeches  them  to 
deliver  her  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Kev.  oppressor  who  own* 
her,  by  becoming  her  pntchasera.  They  consent  to  do  w. 
But  before  any  steps  can  be  taken  in  the  matter  she  falli 
again  into  the  power  of  her  master,  who  has  sent  parties  ont 
in  search  of  her.  By  them  she  b  forcibly  conducted  back  to 
the  scene  of  her  former  suf  erings. 

Brought  again  into  the  presence  of  the  cruel  persecutor,  of 
whose  tender  mercies  she  has  had  such  bitter  experience,  be 
gives  directions  for  her  hands  to  be  firmly  tied  behind  ha, 
and  that  she  be  put  in  close  confinement  under  charge  of  the 
watchman.  From  her  gaoler  she  learns  that  it  is  her 
master's  intention  to  have  her  sent  to  Bodney  Hall. 

Kodney  Hall  is  the  workhouse  of  the  parish  of  St.  Thomas- 
in-the-Vale.  Not  a  place  of  refuge  for  the  poor  and 
indigent,  as  the  designation  would  seem  to  indicate  to . 
English  ears  ;  bnt  a  place  of  punishment  for  slavee,  where 
cruelty  and  murder  can  be  practised  upon  unfortunate 
Negroes  to  any  extent  with  impunity  ;  and  where  tbey  have 
been  practised  to  a  feajful  degree.  The  horrors  those 
dreadful  walls  have  witnessed  will  never  be  unfolded  until  the 
great  day  shall  declare  them  when  all  secrets  shall  be 
revealed.  Many  and  many  a  poor  wretched  slave  has  died 
there  in  horrible  torture  beneath  the  deadly  lash.  There  ia 
Bcarceiy  a  slave  in  all  the  country  around  who  does  not 
tremble  at  the  wireat  of  bting  sent  to  Rodney  Hall.  For 
it  is  well  understood  that  whoever  enters  there  must  leave  all 
hope  behind. 

Terrified  beyond  expression  at  this  new  prospect  of  suffer- 
ing and  misery  which  has  been  presented  to  her,  Kitty 
croucbes  down  in  a  comer  of  the  room  in  which  the  is  a 
prisfiner,  and  watchfa  with  intense  anxiety  for  the  moment 
when  the  keeper  to  whose  care  she  has  been  consigned  shall 
be  i^vcrcome  by  sleep.  Finding  at  lergth,  after  a  lapse  of 
time  that  baa  appeared  to  her  almost  interminable,  that  h<-  has 
gone  off  iuto  tbe  regions  of  furgetl'ulness,  she  sets  b<  rrtidf 
siltatlj,  bit  with  all  ihe  ctddiuae  &u.>l.  ea>i,i^  oC  ^IuqU  al>e  is 
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eapftlile,  to  get  rid  of  the  bonda  by  which  her  limbs  are 
cDnfineJ  to  preTent  her  escape.  After  Bome  time  and  bj 
grpat  effort,  to  her  inespreasible  joy,  she  succeeds  in  slipping 
one  of  her  haads  through  the  tight  cords  with  which  they  are 
ra^teDed  behind  her.  The  other  ia  soon  at  liberty  al-o.  It 
is  the  work  of  a  few  minutes  to  get  rid  of  the  bonds  by  which 
ber  legs  have  been  secured  ;  and  creeping  softly  from  the 
room,  leaving  her  gaoler  fast  aaleep,  she  gains  the  open  air. 
With  all  the  fleetnees  of  which  ber  bruised,  ulceratec),  and 
stiffened  limbs  are  capable  she  again  leaves  behind  hir  the 
abode  of  her  master.  Hours  elapsed  bi-fore  the  watchman 
who  had  her  in  char^  ceased  to  lilt  his  wakeful  eyes  to 
tscertain  if  his  prisoner  were  all  safe  ;  dreading,  as  he  did, 
the  consequences  of  want  of  vigilance  on  his  part.  And  after 
he  slept  some  time  parsed  away  before  Kitty  could  wriggle 
her  hands  free  of  the  hemp  which  firmly  aeoured  thom  [  so 
that  it  is  near  the  dawn  of  the  morning  when  she  finds 
herself  once  more  at  liberty. 

During  ber  houra  of  confinement  she  has  had  time  to 
deliberate  upon  the  course  that  ib  is  beat  for  her  to  pursue. 
The  custoa,  or  chief  magistrate  of  the  parish,  has  the  repu- 
tation of  being  humane  to  bis  slaves,  and  a  just  and 
upright  magistrate.  She  resolves  to  go  and  claim  hia  pro- 
tection from  the  cruelty  of  her  own  master.  She  can  travel 
fant  slowly,  and  knowing  that  she  will  be  pursued  if  any 
iotelUgence  of  the  route  she  has  taken  can  be  proiiured,  she 
thinks  it  best  and  safest  to  avoid  all  dwellings  and  public 
roada,  and  prosecute  her  journey  as  much  as  possible  across 
pathless  fields  and  through  by-paths  and  woods.  It  is 
th(:rerare  late  in  the  afternoon,  just  before  sunset,  that, 
fainting  with  hunger  and  fatigue,  and  smarting  and  aching  in 
evt-ry  joint  from  the  terrible  punishment  inflicted  by  her 
owner,  she  presents  heraelfat  the  residence  of  the  Honourable 
Henry  Coi. 

Although  surrounded  by  slavery  inflaences  and  himself  a 
dave-bolder,  this  gentleman  is  not  so  thoroughly  embruted 
by  the  system  as  some  of  the  magistrates  and  magnates  of 
JJuv  renowned  paTtsb;  especially  those  wlio  Uot6  \««Ti.'tii» 
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uscci)ktF9  and  boon  companions  of  the  rector.  Kio^ 
and  considerate  towards  his  own  Negroes,  he  has  a  heart  Boffi- 
ciently  susceptible  of  humane  and  tender  impreasiong  to  ba 
shocked  at  the  cowardly  barbarity  which  conld  abuse  anl 
mangle  a  weak  and  delicate  woman  as  in  the  case  WW 
presented  to  his  notice. 

Eitty  i^  at  once  admitted  to  the  presence  of  the  ciutoi, 
who  listens  with  kindly  sympathy  to  the  details  of  ths 
cruelty  of  which  she  has  been  the  sufferer ;  which  are  amply 
confirmed  by  the  wounds  aod  brui^eti  that  every  part  of 
her  person  eihibits.  Be  aflerwards  declared  on  oath'*h> 
had  never  seen  a  woman  treated  with  sncb  severity.  8b» 
was  very  much  injured,"  Six  days  have  elapsed  since  tlu 
puni^hoient  was  inflicted,  but  Hvid  circles  about  her  eja, 
bruises  all  over  her  face,  and  scarified  wounds  covenng 
her  person  from  her  neck  to  her  anides,  all  atteet  the  heart- 
less cruelty  of  the  rector  towards  the  poor  defeni'elm 
quadroon  girl  who  has  the  misfortune  to  be  his  slave.  A 
strong  filling  of  indignation  is  stirred  up  in  the  mind  of  the 
magistrate,  that  one  in  the  rector's  position  should  80  Sot' 
get  his  manhood,  and  disregard  what  is  due  to  that  sacred 
office  the  emoluments  of  which  he  receives. 

Amorgfit  the  concessions  which  the  anti-slavery  agitation 
in  £ngland  has  wrung  from  the  reluctant  pro-slavery 
I^islnture  of  Jamaica  in  behalf  of  the  oppressed  utaves, 
there  is  a  provision  for  C3nvenii)g  a  "  council  of  protection," 
to  take  cognizance  of  cases  of  cruelty  and  oppression,  and 
determine  whether  or  not  the  slave- oppressor  shall  he 
prosecuted  for  any  .illeged  cruelty ;  and  also  whether  the 
slave  who  has  been  injured  shall  be  compensated  for  the 
injuries  he  has  sufTcred  by  giving  him  bis  freedom.  It  is 
true  this  "  council  of  protection,"  so  called,  is  not  unfre- 
quently  the  very  opposite  of  what  its  designation  would 
denote ;  adding  to  the  injustice  which  has  already  been 
perpetrated,  and  with  which  it  profefses  to  deal.  Itis  made 
up  of  local  magistrates  and  vestrymen,  who,  to  a  man,  are 
slave-holders  themeelves,  and  some  of  them  of  the  very 
darkest  type  of  alave-o^freBaota  ■,   woA  Xfesw  "■*  wsaii^'j  ^ 
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■fasdov  of  probability  that  any  oppressed  slave  will  obtaitt 
Tedr<!9B  from  suuh  a  tribunal,  no  matttr  what  cruelty  or 
injury  may  have  been  iafiicted  upon  him.  For  it  ia  the  interest 
of  every  maa  composiiig  the  court  to  throw  a  shield  of 
protection  over  the  slave-oppressor  ratber  than  over  the  elave. 
There  is,  however,  one  advantag-e.  A  council  of  protectioa 
Bi-rvea  to  give  some  degree  ol  publicity  to  the  dark  secrets 
of  the  prison  houae  of  slavery.  Perhaps  none  are  more 
folly  aware  fclian  the  custos  of  the  difficulty  of  obtaining 
redress  for  the  injured  by  such  nneans.  But,  unpromising 
aa  it  IB,  the  council  of  protection  is  the  only  avenue  through 
wbic  h  the  ri^ctor's  injured  bondwoman  can  approach  the  teat  of 
joatice  and  appi'al  for  redress  The  cuslos,  with  due  regard 
to  justice,  resolves  to  avail  himself  of  it  on  her  behalf. 

No  small  degree  of  consternation  and  indignation  is 
exhibited  by  the  rector  and  his  friends,  when  the  neeessary 
measores  are  initiated  by  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  parish 
to  form  a  council  of  protection  for  investigatinjf  the  com- 
plaint of  the  quaiirooa  Kitty  Hjlton  against  her  master,  and 
CO  eecure  the  attendance  of  all  the  parties  concerned  and 
the  witoe-ses  who  are  competent  to  give  evidence  in  the 
caae.  When  the  appointed  day  arrives,  the  rector  and 
some  of  the  witnesses  do  not  appear,  eevere  indisposition 
being  all<'ged  as  the  cause  of  their  absence.  Ktsolved  not 
to  be  baffled  in  his  purpose  of  bringing  the  case  to  a  htarmg, 
and  well  aware  that  the  alleged  indisposition  is  only  a 
pretext  on  the  part  of  the  Hev.  defendant  and  his  friends, 
to  avoid  the  inconvenient  expuHure  that  mu^t  inevitahly 
leaolt  from  the  heariug  of  the  case  before  the  council  of 
protection,  the  custos  adopts  measures  to  bring  the  case 
to  an  issue.  A  later  day  is  fixed  by  the  chief  magistrate, 
and  the  witneasea  are  again  and  more  formally  summoned 
to  give  their  attendance.  Kitty,  under  the  direction  of 
the  cuetos,  is  sent  to  the  worktiou<e,  to  remain  and  find 
shelter  there,  without  being  put  to  work  with  the  penal 
gang,  in  order  that  she  may  not  be  under  the  necessity  of 
returning  to  her  owner's  plantation  until  the  proposed 
iayeatigalion  sball  bare  taken  place. 
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When  the  day  comes,  all  the  pcirtieB  &re  preeent.  Kittj't 
Btatemeot  is  given,  and  in  all  iU  leading  points  is  co> 
r>)borated  lij  members  of  the  rector's  housFhold.  The 
msglRtrate  to  whom  the  sufitrer  firet  made  her  compluot, 
and  also  the  custoe,  depose  to  her  haag  eo  terribly  Uoented 
and  bruised  when  ehe  came  to  them,  that  they  bad  iieTer,iii 
all  th.ir  erperienoe  in  elavedom,  beheld  a  female  in  mic^i 
condition  before.  Two  other  gentlemen,  who  examined  her 
nearly  a  wetk  after  the  puniBhment,  describe  the  lirid 
appearance  of  her  face,  and  the  Bhocking  marks  of  crneltf 
which  her  person  eihibited  at  that  time.  Tbe  rector  hin- 
eelf  admits  having  punished  her  "for  insolence;"  denying 
only  some  of  the  minor  and  non-eBsential  purtions  of  titt 
girl's  allegations. 

But  the  council,  less  concerned  about  the  intereitt  of 
truth  and  justice  than  they  are  to  bolster  up  tbe  atrocimi 
system  of  human  slavery,  now  tottering  under  the  vigonns 
assaults  made  upon  it  in  tbe  British  Parliament,  proves  ituU 
to  be  a  council  of  protection  to  the  oppressor  instead  of  the 
Blave.  They  give  their  votes  in  a  considerable  majori^ 
against  the  prosecution  of  the  evil. doer  ;  thus  shielding  him 
trom  the  consequences  of  his  wicktdnfis,  there  being  foa^ 
teen  against  four.  The  custos  and  three  others  kaTs  the 
moral  courage  to  record  their  protent  against  their  pastor*! 
brutality,  by  voting  for  a  prosecution  to  be  inHtiluted 
against  binn,  and  for  placing  the  whole  matter  in  the  handi 
of  the  attorney -general. 

One  brneficial  result  of  tbe  investigation  ia  that  the 
injured  quadroon  girl  obtains  her  ireedom.  Through  the 
iaterpoBition  of  friends  who  are  scandaliafd  by  the  cruel 
treatment  she  has  received,  the  bonds  that  bind  her  lo  the 
heartless  man  who  claims  her  as  bis  property  are  severed; 
her  emactipation  is  secured ;  and  she  is  for  ever  placed  beyond 
the  cruelty  of  the  oppresaor  of  whom  she  truly  said,  "  Tbe 
minister  'mont  kill  me." 

Another  result  of  this  council  of  protection  is,  that  the 
cruelty  of  the  rector  to  bis  slave,  becomes  widely  known. 
Although  noae  of  ita  ^Toccei\n%n'«eT%  ^<ivcA\ia'^i«it«i{Q>ttAl 
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in  the  oolonial  nev/gpapere,  yet  it  is  imposBible  to  prerent 
their  obtaining  a  good  deal  of  publicity.  The  rector  and 
his  friends  have  done  all  in  their  pou'er  to  huah  the  case  up. 
But  not  with  standing  this,  the  revolting  facts  by  some  means 
oome  to  the  knowledge  of  the  energetic  members  of  the 
Britieh  and  Foreign  Anti-SIiivery  Society  ;  and  soon  all  Eng- 
land rings  with  the  cruelty  of  the  Jamaica  clergyman.  A  report 
of  thti  case  is  forwarded  by  the  secretary  of  that  body  to 
Sir  George  Murray,  the  secretary  for  the  colonies;  who, 
with  prompt  humajiity,  directs  the  governor  of  Jamaica  to 
order  a  re-investigatioii  of  thjd  riivolting  atfair,  ivith  a  view 
to  the  TindicatioD  of  outraged  justice. 

The  governor,  though  an  Irish  peer,  is  but  a  feeble  specimen 
of  noble  maulineBa.  Having  no  mind  of  his  own,  and  aadly 
laoldng  in  truly  noble  qualities,  he  is  but  a  pliant  tool  in 
the  hands  of  an  artful,  slavery -loving  secretary  named 
Bullock,who,  under  theembrutinginfluenceof  the  system  with 
which  he  is  identified  as  a  slave-holder,  has  become  almost  as 
much  a  mere  animalas  the  creature  whosename  he  bears.  He 
is  also  the  boon  companion  of  tte  St.  Ann's  rector,  being  a 
neighbour,  and  often  sharing  the  revels  of  his  pastor.  It 
is  no  difticult  matter  for  this  worthy  pair  to  prevail  upon 
the  poor  weak  nobleman,  who  writes  himself  governor  of 
Jamaica  and  ita  dependencies,  to  deprecate  all  further 
inquiry  into  the  case,  "becausa  of  the  clamour  it  is  cal- 
culated to  raise  amongst  the  enemies  of  the  colony." 

But  the  colonial  secretary  is  not  thus  to  he  turned  from 
bia  purpose.  Kor  would  the  excited  stati:  or  pubhc  feeling  in 
England  on  the  slavery  question  suffer  the  bosineas  to  be 
shelved  in  this  way,  even  were  Sir  George  Murray  disposed  to 
allow  it.  Buiton.Luahington,  Brougham,  and  others  of  their 
anti-alavery  associatea  have  the  case  in  band  ;  and  no  colonial 
secretary  may  withstand  the  influence  which  these  illus- 
trious men  can  bring  to  bear  upon  him  in  relation  to  the 
subject  of  slavery.  "  My  Lord,"  the  head  of  the  Jamaica 
government,  ia  peremptorily  ordered  to  proceed  with 
meaaures  to  investiijate  the  alleged  maltreatment  of  Kitty 
HjlloD.     Very  much  to  their  chagrin    and  tCMition,  the 
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m^stratei  and  reatry  of  tbe  parisli  are  assembled  hy  the 
cuBtoa,  and  the  deEpatch  of  the  colonial  Eecretary  laid  before 
them. 

There  u  an  old  aayiDg,  "  Though  jou  may  bring  i 
to  the  pond,  you  caunot  force  him  to  driok."  Uodt  r  the  pre> 
text  that  this  ia  "  an  unwarrantable  attempt  on  the  pari  of 
the  home  government  to  interfere  with  and  coerce  tie 
eoloniea,"  the  meeting  indignantly  refuses  to  take  sny 
further  cognizance  of  the  rector's  barbarous  treatment  of 
his  elave.  Further,  they  adopt  and  advertise  in  the  nein-  i 
papers  a  series  of  resolations  breathing  insolent  defiance  of  j 
his  majcEty's  government,  and  rabid  hatred  of  the  Anti- 
Slavery  Society,  at  whose  instigation,  they  afBrm,  the  ooloiuit 
aecretary  has  been  induced  to  interfere  in  the  nutter. 
This  is  no  more  than  naight  be  expected  from  the  bold 
unscrupuloua  men  who  for  the  moat  part  compose  tbe 
magistracy  and  vestry  of  St.  Ann's  parish ;  than  whom  no 
auch  cruel  oppressors  of  the  Negro,  or  virulent  persecutors 
of  rehgion  and  ita  faithful  ministers,  are  to  be  found  in  the 
wide-spread  dominions  pertaining  to  the  Britis-h  crown. 

Another  resource  remains.  The  magistrates  of  the  parisli, 
had  they  not  been  blinded  by  prejudice  and  passion,  might 
have  shown  some  regard  for  jaatice,  and  wrested  a  power- 
ful weapon  out  of  the  hands  of  the  opponeuta  of  slavery  in 
England,  by  initiating  a  prosecution  against  the  man  of 
violence,  who  had  brought  dishonour  upon  the  parish  and 
outraged  humanity  by  such  barbarous  treatment  of  hia 
unfortunate  slave.  But  these  men  having  with  short- 
sighted policy  refused  to  do  this  act  of  right  and  duty,  it  ia 
still  in  tbe  power  of  the  government  to  bring  the  clerical 
violator  of  Divine  and  humanlaw  before  the  tribunal  of  justice. 
Accordingly,  in  obedienco  to  instructions  from  the  colonial 
office,  the  evidence  as  given  on  oath  before  the  council 
of  protection  is  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  attorney- general, 
for  his  opinion  to  be  ^ven  as  to  tbe  legal  grounds  it 
forniahea  for  suhmitting  the  case  to  a  jury  at  the  suit  of 
the  down. 

The  gentleman  who  EiWs  tt\Q  o&ae  tA  aiAwcQc-j-^wiw^i 
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of  Jamaica  at  thia  juncture  happens  to  be  one  whose  oba- 
noter  for  ability  and  ofRcial  integrity  Btauda  high  in  the 
Mmmnnitj.  Strenunus  attempts  are  made  by  the  rector 
and  his  friend  Bullock,  in  association  with  an  infamouB  news- 
paper editor  named  Bruce,  who  had  been  cashiered  from  the 
irmy  for  diabonourable  conduct,  to  obstruct  the  course  of 
justice,  by  cajoling  or  bullying  the  attorney -general  into 
giving  an  opinion  adverse  to  a  prosecution.  But  eithior 
that  gentleman  stands  in  salutary  dread  of  the  influences 
working  so  powerfully  across  the  water,  and  the  rigid 
scrutiny  to  which  his  proceedings  and  opinions  will  be 
subjected  by  some  of  the  acutest  intellects  of  the  age ;  or 
else,  which  we  prefer  to  believe,  he  has  too  much  pahlio 
virtue  and  self-respect  to  allow  hin^self  to  be  made  a  tool  of 
vtllany  by  the  unscrupulous  cliq^ue  that  has  eurrounded 
him  for  that  purpose. 

To  their  great  dismay  the  attorney-general  announces 
his  dermination  to  institute  a  crimiual  prosecution  of  the 
offending  rector.  Immediately  the  venal  newspaper  press 
of  the  island  begins  to  pour  out  volumes  of  abuse  against 
him,  and  he  is  denounced  as  an  enemy  of  his  country  and 
the  agent  of  the  anti-slavery  party  at  home,  which  in  pro- 
slavery  estimation  is  the  lowest  depth  of  infamy.  Appeals 
are  made  to  the  prejudices  of  those  who  may  he  jurors  in 
the  case,  calling  upon  them,  regardless  of  their  oaths 
and  of  justice,  to  shield  the  crinoiaal  from  what  they  are 
pleased  to  designate  the  "persecution  of  Ike  saints;"  and 
making  it  out  to  be  an  act  of  true  patriotism  to  stain  their 
souls  with  the  guilt  of  perjury. 

The  result  is  what  might  be  eipected.  The  grand  jury 
many  of  whom  are  the  personal  friends  of  the  rector  and 
the  sharers  of  his  vices  and  revela,  do  not  even  give  them- 
sdvea  the  trouble  to  examine  a  single  witness  on  the  merits 
of  the  case,  but  at  once  ignore  the  indictment  sent  in  to  them 
by  the  attorney-general.  Thus  a  third  time  are  the  ends 
of  justice  defeated,  and  a  red-handed  oppressor  shielded 
from  the  just  punishment  bis  cruelties  have  deserved. 

The  proceedings,  however,  have  not  been  in  v 
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blow  has  been  dealt  to  the  untallowed  system  of  hnsaa  ' 
chatteHam,  of  which  this  rector  is  one  of  the  pillare  and 
defend*: ra.  The  publicity  which  has  beea  unaToidably 
giveQ  to  this  case  of  oppreesion  has  let  in  a  flood  of  light 
upon  the  atrocities  pi-rpetrated  in  the  colonies  under 
the  sanction  of  British  I:tw ;  and  they  are  shown  to  be 
inseparable  from  skvery.  The  utterly  defenceless  condition 
of  the  Negroes,  in  the  hands  of  such  callous  and  hardenri 
men  as  the  rector  of  St.  Ann,  has  been  clearly  and  pain- 
fully made  manifest.  And  it  has  been  shown  with  whit 
impunity  almost  any  crime  may  be  perpetrated  by  iliT^  i 
holders  against  their  unfortunate  slaves,  through  the  con- 
nivance of  local  magistrales  andjurymen  who  have  no  scruple 
about  the  sanctity  and  obligation  of  an  oath.  And  bI! 
through  England  raa^aes  of  people  are  stirred  up  to  demsad 
the  abolition  of  the  atrocious  system  that  is  fraught  witti 
such  misery  and  wrong  to  multitudes  of  human  beings. 

Those  whose  memory  will  carry  them  back  so  far,  will 
not  forget  the  prominence  which  was  given  to  the  rector 
of  St.  Ann  Jamaica,  and  Lis  murderous  treatment  of  his 
quadroon  slave  Kitty,  at  the  first  Anti-Slavery  Meeting  I'ftr 
held  in  Eieter  Hall,  in  1831,  at  which  the  writer  was 
present.  If  they  listened  with  him  to  the  soul-moving 
eloquence  and  the  withering  sarcasm  with  which  the  cha- 
racter and  conduct  of  that  pretended  successor  of  the 
Apostles  were  held  up  by  such  men  as  Buxton,  LusbiiigtOD, 
Sheil,  O'Connell,  Sir  James  Maekintosb,  Dauit;]  Wilson, 
John  Burnett,  and  Bichard  Watson,  and  to  the  loud  scorn 
and  execration  of  the  indigaanb  multitude  who  crowded  the 
spacious  hall,  comprising  all  classes,  from  the  peer  to  the 
peasant,  they  would  justly  conclude  that  even  at  the  hands 
of  men  the  cruel  slave-oppressor  did  not  altogether  escape 
the  punishment  due  to  him.  To  an  educated  man,  bearing 
the  character  of  an  Episcopal  clergyman,  it  was  a  bitter 
punishment  to  have  such  obloquy  associated  with  his 
name  by  the  wise  and  talented,  and  great  and  good,  of  tlu 
mother  country. 

A  mighty  impulse  was  aW  gwisa  Xa  'Ot«  s^Tsai.  t^  % 
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anti-slavery  sentiment,  by  the  eipoBures  made  in  thia 
cafe  of  the  real  condition  of  nfiairs  in  the  British  slave 
colonies.  It  excited,  to  a  dt'gree  that  was  irresistible  and 
'ID controllable,  that  storon  of  public  indignation  against 
what  was  more  and  more  felt  every  day  to  be  a  national 
shame  and  a  national  crime,  before  which  the  monster  evil 
fell  to  rise  no  more.  Nor  did  the  pro-slavery  rector,  who 
was  equally  the  persecutor  of  religion  and  the  oppressor  of  the 
Negro,  escape  a  terrible  punishment  in  this  life,  as  we  show 
in  another  of  these  narratives.  Where  human  justice  had 
been  evaded  and  set  at  nought,  Divine  retribution  followed. 
Horror  thrilled  through  thouBands  of  hearts,  as  they  listened 
to  the  tragic  details  of  that  fearful  catastrophe,  which 
brought  incurable  sorrow  to  the  home,  and  crushed  the 
heart,  of  the  clerical  oppresEor  of  the  quadroon  slave.  (See 
Narrative  entitled,  "  Driving  away  the  fioDkB.") 
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The  bod  of  jnBtice  majr  vitbdiaw  hie  beamB 
Awhile  from  sartbl;  ken,  and  sH  conceaJed 
lu  dark  recesB.  pavilioned  ronnd  witb  oloada  ; 
Yot  let  not  goilt  presumptuons  rear  bor  cicEt, 
Mor  lirtue  dioop  despandent ;  booq  these  clouds 
Sevming  to  eclipse,  will  bFighten  into  da;, 
And  in  majeatii!  sploDilour  he  will  rise, 
With  healing  and  with,  tenor  on  hta  wings. 


^'yyou  wonld  get  rid  of  ihe  rooks.you  must  deatroj  their 
fH^  Bests."  Such  is  the  text  and  concluaion  of  a  violen 
(£/  andinflammatDrj  address,  delivered toakrgeaasembl; 
of  planters  and  slaveholders  in  the  court  house  of  the  pamh 
of  St.  Ann,  on  the  north  side  of  Jamaica.  Thej  are  met 
together  to  uphold  the  tottering  ajstem  of  elavery,  and  to 
consult  on  the  best  means  of  getting  rid  of  missionar; 
labourerB  from  the  colony.  Under  the  restraints  imposed 
upon  them  by  the  instructions  they  have  received  from  the 
missionary  authorities  at  borne,  these  servants  of  Christ 
take  no  part  in  the  discussions  on  the  slavery  question, 
which  are  now  so  actively  carried  on  both  in  England  and 
the  coloniee  ;  jet  the  influence  they  exert  in  preaching  the 
Word  of  Life,  and  gi«ing  instruction  to  the  slaves,  is  rapidlj 
iinderminiEg  the  system  that  makes  man  the  property  of  his 
fellow-man,  and  degrades  him  to  the  condition  of  a  chattel. 
S'or  are  those  who  are  interested  in  the  maintenance  of 
slavery  unaware  of  this.  The  unhallowed  system  can  only 
be  made  permanent,  and  their  interest  in  the  l\a~ 
I    and  labours  of  the  atolen  cUi^exi  qI  Mrvt^  <: 
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«faattitng  tliem  up  in  unbroken  night,  and  confining  the 
«f  thoBe  illimitable  and  immortal  faculties  with  which  the 
Almighty  Creator  has  endowed  them  to  the  wielding  of 
the  hoe,  and  the  culture  and  Dianufacture  of  the  sugai- 
case.  No  light  of  knowledge  may  be  suffered  to  dawn  on 
tfaeir  minds,  no  religious  influence  to  reach  their  aonla, 
redeemed  as  they  have  been  with  an  infinite  price,  lest  the 
dollars  and  cents  inTested  in  the  human  cattle  should  be 
aacrificed,  and  the  slave-holders  should  lose  the  privilege  of 
living  in  comfort  and  splendour  upon  the  unremonerated 
toil,  the  forced  labour,  and  the  Uighted,  wasted  energies,  of 
the  masses  whom  they  systematically  plunder  of  rights  more 
precious  than  any  other  earthly  possession. 

There  has  been  a  wide-spread  insurrection  amongst  the 
elaves  in  a  neighbouring  district  of  the  island.  The  favourite 
slave  of  a  respectable  family  coticeived  the  idea  of  effecting 
the  liberation  of  the  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  of 
bis  race  held  in  bondage  within  those  shores.  He  had 
himself  never  felt  the  extreme  bitterness  of  the  condition 
of  a  slave  ;  for  be  bad.  never  been  subject  to  the  harassing, 
wasting  toil  of  the  cane  field,  or  the  brutal,  sanguinary 
cruelty  which  fell  to  the  lot  of  many  around  him.  He  was 
bom  to  an  inheritance  of  slavery,  because  be  was  guilty  of 
the  crime  of  having  a  slave  mother.  She  was,  however,  a 
ikvourite  domestic  in  her  master's  household ;  aud  her 
livtly  hoy,  black  as  polished  jet,  became  the  pet  and  play- 
thing of  the  family,  bearing  his  owner's  name,  and  treated 
with  as  much  indulgence  as  any  of  the  troop  of  blooming 
white  girls  whose  sports  be  shared  on  almost  equal  terms- 
As  he  grew  up  to  manhood,  the  same  kindly  treatment  was 
continued  to  him,  and  his  master  had  him  taught  a  trade  by 
which  he  might  earn,  without  drudgery,  the  means  of  living 
and  of  comfort;  for  he  was  one  of  the  few  slave-owners 
possessing  coiurage  to  disregard  the  selfish  policy  of  the 
slave-holding  class,  which  forbade,  in  ail  its  degrees,  the 
culture  of  a  slave  mind. 

Samuel  Sbarpe  had  been  taught  to  read  ;  and  he  not  only 
^iDssevsed  a  form  which  might  have  served  a.  scul^toi 
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model  of  manly  grace  and  beaaly,  but  he  exhibited  ment 
powers  of  no  common  order ;  and,  as  a  member 
Baptist  communioii,  had  obtained  a  considerable  knowludgt' 
of  holy  Scripture.  Though  experiencing  none  of  the 
HO  often  practised  upon  those  in  bondage,  he  felt  the  d^ra- 
dation  and  wrong'  of  being  a  glare,  held  as  the  property 
another  man,  and  liable  like  a  horse  to  be  sold 
and,  in  his  intercourse  with  the  thouBandE  that  composed  the 
Baptist  churches,  his  soul  was  stirred  within  him  when  he 
learnt  the  cruel  oppression  and  merciless  suffering  to  which 
multitudes  of  them  were  subjected  at  the  pleasure  of  brutal 
overseers  and  drivers.  He  read  the  newspapers,  and  became 
acquainted  with  the  dUcusaions  going  on  in  the  mother 
country  regarding  the  abolition  of  slavery,  and  the  efiortt 
put  forth  by  the  churches  of  Britain  to  rid  the  nation  of  the 
gvult  and  ahame  of  upholding  such  a  monstrous  system  of 
wrong.  He  heard  at  his  master's  table,  as  well  as  it 
numerous  public  meetings  which  were  ht-ld  all  over  tha 
island,  the  fierce  denunciations  of  the  slave-holding  fraterni^ 
against  those  who  were  making  vigorous  efforts  to  deprii  ' 
them  of  their  property  in  the  bodies  and  soula  of  tt 
fellow  creatures.  And  he  listened  with  swelling  heart  to 
avowal  of  their  detennination  to  resist  the  parent  govern- 
ment in  this  matter,  and  to  transfer  the  isUud  to  the 
American  States,  in  order  to  secure  the  perpetuation  of  the 
slave  system.  He  therefore  resolved  to  strike  a  blow  for 
freedom  of  his  race, 

With  consummate  skill  and  eecreay  Sharpe  laid  his  pli 
and  chose  hia  companions  in  the  undertaking ;  and 
Christmaa,  1631,  the  whole  of  the  western  part 
island  was  panic-stricken  by  a  wide-spread  insu. 
amongst  the  slaves.  Sharpe's  plan  was  simply  pasi 
resistance,  without  injury  to  lile  or  property.  "Bucra"  (i 
Negro  designation  for  a  white  man)  "may  kill  some  of  as.'' 
said,  addressing  a  meeting  of  slaves  held  in  secret,  "  and  I 
one  am  willing  to  die  lor  freedom ;  but  dey  cannol 

K,  and  slavery  will  he  done  away." 
The  insuriuction  waa  Rttp^tewftl  -wYya  »li  ftia 
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sfcrocit'ee  wbicli  distinguish  the  saturnalia  of  martial  law. 
Sbarpe,  with  many  bundrtds  beeides,  perishtd  on  the  gallows ; 
the  land  was  drenched  with  hlood,  and  orJer  wn9  at  lengtb 
restored.  But  the  blow  for  freedom  had  been  atruck.  The 
plan  laid  down  by  Sharpe  was  not  carried  out ;  but  the  reault 
he  aimed  at  was  achieved.  That  insurrection  and  the  events 
tbat  loUowed  gave  the  death  blow  to  the  system ;  for  it 
demoDBtrated  that  it  could  not  be  sustained  except  at  the 
coat  of  much  blood,  Bcfure  two  years  had  passed  away,  the 
decree  ol  the  imperial  government  had  gone  forth  that  the 
crime  and  curse  of  British  colonial  slavery  Hhould 
exiet,  and  this,  the  darkest  stain  on  the  national  escutcheon, 
should  be  wiped  out  Tor  ever. 

Hundreds  upon  hundreds  of  slaughtered  Negroes  Bluraber 
in  their  bloody  graves  ;  and  the  bones  of  many  others,  left 
unburied  and  cleaned  by  the  rapacity  of  the  ,Tohn  Crow 
vulture,  are  bleaching  under  the  fierce  rays  of  a  tropical  sun, 
when  the  meeting  takes  place  to  which  reference  has  been 
made.  With  few  exceptions  those  who  compose  it  are  fresh 
and  red-banded  from  the  scene  of  slaughter.  In  this  part  of 
the  colony  planters  and  slave-holders  have,  fur  several  yi 
distinguished  themselves  in  the  persecution  of  missionary 
teachers ;  and  under  the  influence  of  the  rector  of  the 
parish,  who  has  acquired  an  unenviable  notoriety  for  cruelty 
to  bis  own  and  other  men's  slaves,  the  missionaries  and  their 
churches  have  been  assailed  with  the  fiercest  opposition. 
Consigned  one  after  another  to  a  loathsome  dungeon  reeking 
with  unwholesome  miasma,  one  missionary  has  already  sunk 
into  the  grave,  his  young  life  cut  short  hy  persecution  j 
and  another  has  been  compelled  to  seek  the  restoration  of  hia 
health,  broken  down  by  the  same  cause,  across  the  sea.  It 
is  DO  difficult  matter,  therefore,  for  a  vicious  pre^s  to  induce 
the  planters  in  this  Deighbourhood  to  believe  and  act  upon 
the  improbable  assumption  that  the  missioniiries  have  been 
the  instigators  of  the  Negro  insurrection,  and  that  they  are 
the  concealed  agent.>i  of  the  Anti-Slavery  Socii'ty  in  England. 
Day  after  day  the  columns  of  certain  newspapers  teem  with 
abus#  of  the  mKsionaTws.     Ths  planttrs 
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of  violence,  anil  called  upon  to  unite  for  the  purpose  ol 
diBtroying  all  missionary  institutions,  and  driving  every 
missionary  teacher  from  the  land.  Powerfully  wrought  upon 
by  such  representations,  and  with  such  views  and  purpowi 
filling  their  minds,  these  men  have  come  together. 

More  than  one  violent  harangue  has  been  addressed  to  the 
meeting;  and  by  one  man  especially,  whose  standing  in  the 
paribh  has  given  him  a  considerable  degree  of  infiuenee,  the 
British  government  and  the  British  churches,  the  Anti- 
Slavery  Society,  Wilberforce,  Boxton,  Brougham,  Lusbinj- 
ton,  and,  above  all,  the  missionaries,  have  been  denounced  u 
the  enemies  of  the  colony  in  strains  of  unmeasured  vituperi- 
tion,  as  leagued  together  to  rob  the  poor  injured  West  Indii 
planterof  his  property  and  hierights.  The  speaker  beinganun 
of  intelligence  and  of  some  intelleotual  culture,  and  one  whose 
oratioal  powers,  of  no  mean  order,  have  been  frequentlj 
exercised  in  the  local  parliament,  the  effect  of  his  addreaa  haa 
been  powerful ;  and  the  passions  and  prejudices  of  his  hearers 
being  wrought  up  to  a  high  degree  of  excitement,  they  are 
ready  for  any  lawlees  procedure  that  will  lessen  the  power  of 
their  opponents,  or  tend  to  the  security  of  the  cherished 
system  of  slavery. 

He  b  followed  by  one  vfbom,  if  we  look  only  at  the  offioe 
he  fills,  we  should  hardly  cxpeot  to  see  in  an  assembly  called 
together  for  such  a  purpose ;  for  he  is  the  rector  of  the 
parish,  a  minister  of  the  Gospel  of  "peace  and  love.  But, 
alas !  he  is  a  slave-holder  himself,  and  that  not  of  tho  mildest 
type.  His  name  haa  only  lately  resounded  from  a  thousand 
platforms  in  Great  Britain  in  connexion  with  a  case  of 
flagrant  maltreatment  of  a  female  slave,  stirring  up  feelings 
of  horror  and  indignation  in  all  who  heard  it,  and  affording 
a  sad  illustration  of  the  Itrutalizing  tendency  which  the 
system  of  slavery  manifests  in  all  who  are  unhappily  mixed 
tip  with  its  aduiinistration.  He  is  a  man  of  learning,  and 
uf  more  than  ordinary  intellectual  power  ;  but,  dob'tsed  by 
contact  with  slavery,  his  sense  of  right  and  justice  has  been 
perTeitL'd ;  and  he  has  become  a  panderer  to  the  slnveholding 
interest,  and  tlie  de?en4e«   ol  ftiwi   AwiniVs  t^u-ta^.   "Kv- 
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4elents,  vortby  of  a  better  cauEe.   are  prostituted  to  the       ^^M 
advocacy  of  rights  foundefl  io  robbery   and   mnrder,    and       ^^| 
involving  tbe  Labitual  violation  of  the  fun^jamental  principles        ^^M 
■of  that  religion  of  which  hr  is  a  miniHter,  and  al^o  to  the        ^^M 
utterance  of  libels  upoa  the  innocent  and  tbe  good  which         ^^M 
bring  donn  upon  him  the  ban  of  the  eupenor  courts  botli  of         ^B 
law    and    eqnity    in    the    mother    country.      Perhaps    it 
may  be  that  those  who  fall  from  the  greatest  height  sink  to 
the  lowest  depth,  as  a  simple  matter  of  cause  and  effect. 
But  however  that  may  he,  certain  it  ia  that  in  all  that 
assembly  there  ie  not  one  who  has  manifested  such  envenomed 
bitterness  against  missionary  teachers,  or  has  been  so  active 
and  violent  in  opposing  their  labours  among  the  tilaves,  as        ^H 
himaelf;  and  beyond  doubt  the  persecution  of  these  men  of         ^^| 
Ovd,  and  of  tbe  slave  luembers  of  their  churches,  some  of        ^H 
whom  have  been   done  to  death   by  cruel  treatment,  has  ^* 

been  mainly,  if  not  entirely,  owing  to  the  malign  influence 
exercised  by  him.     It  ia  not,  therefore,  a  matter  of  aurpriae 
when,   rising  from   his   Beat,  be    follows   in  the   train    of         ^^ 
foregoing  speakers,  and  denounces  the  missionariciaas  the  meat        ^^| 
'dangerous  enemies  of  tbe  cuuntry,    and  the   fomenters  of        ^^M 
rebellion  amongst  tbe  slaves  ;  calling  upon  the  excited,  eager        ^^| 
mass  of  persons  around  him  to  be  up  and  doing,  and  eave  the 
country  from  tbe  fate  impending  over  it,  by  driving  out  the 
men  who,  to  use  his  own  words,  "  are  tampering  with  and 
corruptingour  slaves."    He  concludes  an  earnect  inflammatory 
Appeal,  which  has  aroused  the  worst  passions  of  his  bearers 
to  almost  nil  contra  liable  violence,  by  borrowing  the  senti< 
ment  of  John  Knoi,  uttered  by  him  concerning  the  overthrow         ^_ 
of  the  tnona-stic  institutions.     "The  woriit  and  most  danger-        ^H 
ousof  your  enemies,"  he  says,  "are  amongst  you  ;  they  are  in        ^H 
jour  midst ;  they  are  in  daily  intercourse  with  your  slaves,        ^H 
tampering  with  and  corrupting  them.     For  the  sake  of  all 
that  is  sacred  and  dear  to  you  ;  for  the  salce  of  your  families 
and  your  property,  you  must  drive  thetn  from  your  inidijt : 
you  must  get  rid  of  them.     And  let  me  give  you  a  hint ;  a 
word  to  the  wise  is  sufficient : — '  If  you  would  get  rid  of  the 
raokti,  jou  must  destroy  their  nesta  1 ' " 


I 

I 

I 
I 


308  B0MA2<C£    OF    THE  UISaiOIT  FIELD. 

The  effect  of  this  sinister  adviee,  given  by  one  wbo  pra- 
tesLia  to  hu  B  minister  of  Christ  and  a  preacher  of  ihe  e 
blessed  Gospel,  Boon  becomes  manifeEt.  It  has  entered  mia 
not  unwilliEg  ears ;  and  the  corrupt  newspapers  in  tlie 
interest  of  the  planters  are  speedtly  found  relating,  in 
exulting  Etrains,  the  exploits  of  the  St.  Ann's  heroes,  who, 
after  doing  their  part  in  putting  down  the  insiirrectiuQ  o< 
the  slaves,  are  destrojiog  "  those  dens  of  sedition,  the  ni^ 
sionarj  chapels,"  all  over  the  north-wt^st  part  of  the  island. 

For  several  weeks  scarcely  a  day  paesea  that  there  is  not 
>ome  account  of  a  Christian  sanctuary  burnt  to  aabei,  or 
levelled  with  the  ground,  by  the  hands  of  aaoril^iiou 
violence.  The  necvspapcrs  also  abound  with  boastful  letten 
from  the  actors  themselves,  who  trumpet  their  own  achieve 
ments,  in  depriving  the  poor  slaves  of  the  reh'giou 
instruction  which  constitutes  the  only  alleviation  of  t 
wretched  and  hopeleas  condition,  a*  if  they  had  aceomplighed 
some  l.iudable  undertaking  of  which  they  might  justly  be 
proud.  A  man  named  Innis  has  gone  in  open  day  to  the 
chapel  at  Ebenezer,  in  the  mountains  of  St.  Ann,  and, 
applying  a  firebrand  to  a  heap  of  dry  leaves  and  wood 
collected  for  the  purpose  underneath  the  building,  has  burnt 
it  down,  and  there  is  not  a  post  or  rafter  of  it  left.  At 
Falmouth,  a  body  of  the  St.  Ann's  planters,  assisted  by 
others  of  the  planting  fraternity  in  the  neighbourhood,  and 
aided  by  the  loan  of  ropes  and  blocks  from  the  sugar  ships  in 
the  harbour,  have  pulled  down  both  the  Wealeyan  and  the 
Baptist  chapels  in  tlie  town.  As  both  were  aubstantia! 
erections,  it  has  been  an  undertaking  of  great  toil  and  diffi- 
culty, aiid  has  01  copied  several  days  to  effect  it;  hot  the 
work  baa  proceeded  unchecked  by  the  local  authorities;  and 
the  chapeU  and  all  other  buildings  associated  with  them  are 
now  heaps  of  ruins.  The  chief  merit  of  this  good  work  is 
claimed  by  and  conceded  to  the  men  from  St.  Ann's,  who 
beg^n  the  demolition,  and  have  toiled  at  it  without  intermis- 
sior,  except  (or  necefsary  rest,  until  its  completion.  At 
Ouho  Eios  a  planter,  named  Taylor,  heads  the  ruffianly  band 
who  destroy  the  Tuissionarg  «BsiRtoiwn'i«>\s,^i\i».A^^lej»2.    And 


DBITISa  AWAT  THE  BOOKS.  309 

•o  it  goes  on  from  week  to  week,  the  St.  Ann's  planters  every 
where  taking  the  lead,  in  accordance  with  the  advice  given  to 
them  by  the  rector,  until  eighteen  mission  sanctuariea, 
devoted  chiefly  to  the  religious  instruction  of  the  slaves  and 
the  neglected  free  coloured  population,  have  heeu  destroyed 
by  violence,  together  with  several  missionary  reeidences  and 
other  buildings.  It  is  the  proud  boa^t,  reiterated  again  and 
figun  in  the  newspapers  by  the  "  St,  Ann's  heroes,"  that 
"  all  along  a  range  of  coast  extending  over  seventy  or  eighty 
miles,  and  stretching  far  into  the  interior,  they  have  not  left 
3  single  sedition  shop  standing,  nor  a  house  in  which  the 
sedition  mongers  can  Hud  shelter.'" 

The  friends  of  slavery  in  other  parts  of  the  island  are 
strongly  urged,  by  a  partisan  press,  to  imitate  "  the  noble 
esample"  of  the  St.  Ann's  plaater^,"  untU  some  of  the 
editors  are  reminded,  by  those  who  are  friendly  to  the  mis- 
sionaries, and  regard  with  indignation  what  has  been  done 
on  the  north  side  of  the  island,  that  there  is  a  possibility  or 
the  coloured  people  being  stirred  up  to  retahate ;  and  in 
such  a  case,  it  is  intimated,  the  newspapers  and  editors 
that  have  laboured  to  bring  about  such  results  will  not 
be  forgotten.  This  sufiicss  to  produce  a  remarka- 
ble change  in  the  tone  of  these  papers.  The  inflammatory 
appeals  already  put  forth  have  produced  an  effect,  and  there 
are  not  wanting,  on  the  couth  side  of  the  island,  those  who 
would  gladly  respond  to  them,  and  emulate  the  example  of 
the  St.  Ann's  chapel-destroyers,  were  it  safe  to  do  so.  But 
it  is  soon  discovered  that  such  proceedings  are  not  likely  to 
pass  with  the  impunity  which  has  marked  their  progress  in 
the  north.  There  the  free  coloured  population  are  feiv,  and 
thinly  scattered,  and  could  hav&  no  hope  of  making  head 
Against  the  overwhelming  influence  and  numbers  of  the 
planters.  But  in  and  around  the  city  of  Kingston  there  is  H 
formidable  body  of  intelligent  coloured  and  black  men,  all  of 
them  free,  and  many  of  them  wealthy.  These 
the  labours  of  Christian  missionaries,  and  hold  them  in  the 
highest  esteem.  They  read  nith  strong  feelings  of  indigna- 
tioa  the  aeaoants  which  issue  from  the  preB&,  iiom  ^^  X<:» 
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cUy,  concerning  the  demolition  of  ChriEtias  sanctutriei; 
and  avow  their  dctermioation  to  preveat  a  repetitdon  ol 
aacrilegi!  on  their  side  of  the  island.  They  also  proceed  to 
suoh  demonstrations  for  the  protection  of  the  chapels  u 
prove  thnt  tbcy  are  in  earnest,  and  make  it  manifest  tb»t 
civil  war  will  be  the  result,  if  any  such  deeds  of  violencfl  ire 
attempted  as  those  which  the  governtGcnt  has  connteoanced, 
or  nt  Iea.^t  tolerated,  without  a  single  eSort  to  rebuke  them, 
in  St.  Ann's  and  Trelawny.  Induced  by  the  apathy  of  tlie 
authorities  to  combine  in  large  numbers  for  the  proteotoi 
of  property,  they  refuse  to  diehand,  until  the  aathoritia 
pledge  themselves  to  protect  all  missionary  property  f 
unlawful  violence. 

The  poor  weak  man,  boasting  a  title  of  Irish  nohDi^, 
who  is  entrusted  with  the  administration  of  the  govemmenl^ 
ie  either  too  listless  to  interfere,  or  too  much  in&ueneed  fay 
acowarcly  fear  of  the  planters  to  lift  a  hand  in  diacourage- 
ment  of  the  deeds  of  violence  which  day  after  day  form  the 
priacipal  topic  of  the  island  newspapers,  His  sympathtei 
are  no  doubt  with  the  wrong-doers.  For  weeks  theie 
Tiolent  and  unlawful  doings  go  on  with  his  full  knowledge 
of  all  tl.e  details ;  yet  not  a  word  proceeds  from  the  chief 
magistrate   of  the   land   to  forbid  them,  until    civil   ' 


becomes  imminent,  and  i 
which,  should  it  on 
end  in  bloodshed, 


a  collision  of  classes  is  brought  on 
■e  break  into  open  violence  is  likely  to 
md  perhaps  in  a  signal  revenge  of  the 
injuries  and  degradations  heaped  upon  the  black  and 
coloured  race  by  the  duminant  class.  This  threatening 
aspect  of  aSairs  at  length  moves  the  authorities  to  interfere, 
and  the  assnranee  is  given  that  all  miesinnnry  property 
shall  be  protected  from  further  damage.  Thus  a  great 
danger  is  averted. 

The  feeling  manifested  on  the  south  side  of  the  island 
amongst  the  free  black  and  coloured  people,  who  constitute 
the  chief  strength  of  the  ieland  militia,  is  not  without  effect 
elsewhere.  In  some  of  the  principal  towns  in  the  north- 
west, the  chapel -destroy  era  find  themselves  confronted  by 
n  whom  it  may  be  dangeioua  %a  ^to^oks.     An  agent  from- 
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St.  Ann's,  one  of  tbe  wealthy  pJantera  of  the  parish,  waa 
endeavouring  to  stir  up  severul  persons  of  bis  own  cliiss  to 
destroy  a  Christian  aanctuarj  at  Montego  Bay,  which  atood 
near  the  bouse  in  which  he  was  lodging.  With  much  self- 
complac-ncy  h«  waa  pointing  out  to  them  how  it  might  be 
done,  and  how  the  planters  had  acted  in  the  district  from 
which  hi  came.  A  coloured  man  who  bad  iisteoed  to  him, 
suddenly  stepped  up,  and  tapping  him  on  the  sboulder, 
directed  his  attention  to  a  douhle -barrelled  gun  standing  ia 
a  corner  of  the  room.  "  Mr.  M.,  do  you  see  that  gun  V  It 
hag  a  hrnce  of  balls  in  it.  There  are  more  all  around  tne 
neighbourhood  prepared  fur  tbe  same  purpose,  and  loaded. 
There  are  persoijs  ou  the  look  out  ulgiit  and  day,  ai  I  am 
doing  ;  and  I  can  tell  you  that  the  man  who  approaohes  that 
building,  to  lay  violent  bands  upon  it,  will  have  an  ounce  of 
lead  in  his  brain  before  he  is  aware.  If  you  are  wise,  you 
will  speedily  clear  out  from  this  neighbourhood."  The 
planter  returned  home  without  loss  of  time,  and  tbe  evil  was 
arreated  io  that  locality. 

The  hostility  to  the  mission  !trii>s  and  their  lahouri  is, 
however,  by  no  means  modified  umoDgpt  tiie  dominant  class. 
Under  the  influence  of  the  rector  ol  St.  Ann,  who  instigated 
the  ob ape  1-des troy ers  to  their  evil  work,  and  who  esulta 
abundantly  in  what  they  have  accompli^ lied,  a  wide-spread 
combinati<m  is  formed  under  tbe  designation  of  tbe 
"  Colonial  Xhurcb  Union."  Tbe  avowed  objects  of  this 
association  are,  to  cirry  oa  a  crusade  against  all  missionary 
agents,  to  drive  them  from  the  island,  and  so  conserve  the 
interests  of  the  slave  institution.  Many  willingly,  aud 
some  through  fear,  give  in  their  adhesion  to  tbe  persecuting 
league, — for  a  complete  system  of  terrorism  has  been 
established, — until  all  the  planters,  and  nearly  all  tlic  white 
men  of  the  colony,  are  included  in  this  formidable  "  union," 
Not  a  few  missionaries  are  consigned  to  loathsome  prisons 
by  planter  mt^istrates,  in  order  bo  silence  them ;  and  some, 
treated  with  brutal  violence  by  planter  mobs,  have  only 
escaped  with  life  through  tbe  prompt  interposition  of  £re« 
black  and  coloured  men ;  blood  having  been  shed,  and  life 
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eicrificed,  on  these  occasione.  One  planter,  nbo  had  joined 
with  a  mob  to  break  into  the  dwelling  of  a  missiooarj, 
^ut  hira  to  death  after  a  barbarous  faBhion,  paid  the  penalty 
of  his  folly  with  bis  life.  The  aisailing  party  were 
driven  back  by  the  vigorous  arms  of  a  few  coloured  ma, 
vhoD  this  DufortunAte  man  fell,  through  mistake  in  the 
partial  darkness,  iata  the  hands  of  his  own  party,  who, 
Buppoding  that  they  had  got  the  missionary  into  thar 
power,  dealt  upon  him  eucli  severe  blows  as  to  fracture  hit 
skuU  before  they  diBeovered  thuir  mifitake.  After  he  hid 
lingered  for  aome  time  in  great  suffering,  never  able  to 
resume  bis  employment,  the  wounds  he  had  received  hrooght 
him  prematurely  to  the  grave;  bia  dying  hours  being 
cheered  by  the  prayers  and  counsels  of  one  of  the  miKaion- 
aries  whom  he  had  sought  to  destroy. 

For  some  months  the  Colunial  Church  Union  rules 
the  colony,  and  all  other  authority  is  virtually  superseded. 
The  magistrates  are  compelled  to  do  its  bidding,  and 
use  their  .luthority  according  to  its  designs;  every 
jury  box  in  the  land  is  under  its  control;  and  the 
feeble  governor,  and  the  officers  of  the  government,  all 
yield  a  willing,  or  unwilling,  Hubmisaion  to  its  dictates, 
lu  some  partd  of  the  island,  where  the  missionary 
sanctuarieB  have  been  left  standing  through  fear  of 
collision  with  the  free  blact  and  coloured  men,  the  magis- 
trate}!, acting  under  instructions  from  the  Colonial  Union, 
have  closed  tliem  and  suspended  religious  services,  ecatter- 
ing  the  congregation  and  imprisoning  the  minister.  The 
missionaries,  threatened  with  violence,  or  brutally  assailed 
by  fierce  mobs,  who  break  into  their  houses  at  night,  apply 
I  to  the  magistrates  for  the  protectiun  and  redress  to  which, 
i  as  British  subjects,  t'ley  are  entitled;  but  are  told,  "  We 
dare  not  interfere."  They  then  state  their  grievances  to  the 
governor,  as  the  chief  magistrate  and  representative  of  the 
sovereign,  and  are  informed  by  him,  "  I  cannot  help  you. 
.  Ton  must,  if  you  are  aggrieved,  apply  to  the  courts  of 
justioe,"  They  know  well  that  this  will  be  in  vain ;  yet 
ley  carry  their  complaints   before  the  courts  through  every 
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obstructioa  which  official  hostility  can  interpose ;  producing 
Abundant  witnesses  both  to  prove  their  grievaacea  and  to 
identify  the  aggressors.  But  the  grand  juries  are  composed 
of  the  men  nbo  are  leagued  together  in  the  Colonial  Gburcb 
Union  for  the  purpose  of  wronging  tbem,  and,  to  a  man, 
Btand  pledged  to  obey  the  hchesba  of  the  conspirators  who 
have  superseded  the  laws  and  usurped  the  government  of 
the  colony.  The  consetjuence  is  that  every  bill  of  indict- 
ment is  ignored  ;  and  the  injured  eniasionaries,  who  aee  their 
places  of  worship  Ij^ng  in  ruins,  and  all  their  rights  ruth- 
lessly trampled  down,  are  made  to  feel  that,  in  a  British 
colony,  under  the  British  flag,  and  under  a  British  governor, 
there  is  for  them  no  law,  They  can  look  for  protection  and 
redress  only  to  "the  righteous  Lord  who  loveth  righteous- 
Such  a  state  of  things  may  not,  however,  long  consist 
with  the  honour  of  the  British  crown  ;  nor  will  the  churches 
of  the  mother  country  endure  in  silence  this  triumph  of 
clerical  and  planter  intolerance.  The  curse  and  shame  of 
slavery  begins  now  to  he  felt  by  British  Christiana  as  it  has 
never  been  felt  h-f'ore.  The  nation  wakes  up  to  the 
enormity  of  the  evil.  A  atorm  of  indignation  is  aroused 
against  slavery  and  the  slaveholders  such  as  never  swept  over 
the  country  at  any  former  period.  The  British  government 
— the  most  potent  in  the  world- — ia  constrained  to  bow 
before  it;  and  the  law  for  abolishing  British  slavery,  carried 
by  triumphant  majorities  both  of  Lords  and  Commons,  is 
recorded  on  the  statute  book.  The  world  beholds  the 
spectacle,  unparalleled  in  history,  of  a  repentant  nation 
voluntarily  giving  back  from  its  treasury  some  of  the  gains 
of  wrong-doing,  letting  the  oppreeBed  go  free,  and  setting  a 
noble  example  of  justice  and  reparation  to  the  world,  by 
washing  its  hands  from  all  further  participation  in  a  cruel 
Bjatem  that  originated  in  tlie  dark  days  of  barbarism  and 
religious  error. 

Some  months  before  the  act  abolifihing  slavery  passes 
through  parliament,  the  feeble  man  who  occupies  the  seat  of 
power  at  the  kiiig''B  house  is  recalled.     A  nobleman,  of  dlSficcnt 
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character  takes  hid  place,  who  is  selected  as  well  quaURtd  to 
iuitiate  the  new  era  of  freedom  about  to  cumincaGei 
and  the  rei^  of  anarchy  goou  passes  awaj.  The  Eajl  of 
Mulgrave,  on  bis  arrival,  (iiida  the  island  prostrate  at  the 
feet  of  the  Colonial  Church  Union ;  planter  moba  supeneding 
by  lawleaa  violence  the  adminislratioQ  of  law  and  justice, 
and  thousands  of  the  ptople  arbitrarily  dejirivtd  of  religimu 
ordinances.  It  takes  him  a  little  while  lo  make  obserta- 
tions  and  acquaint  himeelf  with  the  condition  of  pubUc 
a&aire,  and  then  he  begins  to  act.  A  proclamation  is  pub- 
lished, denouncing  the  Colonial  Cburch  Union  as  an  unlawful 
conspiracy  againBt  the  rights  and  libtrtiee  of  British  subject*, 
and  calling  upon  all  who  hold  commisiiions,  either  civil  or 
military,  under  the  crown,  to  detach  themselvea  from  the 
illi^al  combination,  under  penalty  of  his  majesty's  dis- 
pleasure. This  document,  posted  in  public  places,  and 
advertised  in  the  newspapers,  creates  great  consteroation 
amongst  the  conspirators,  while  it  gives  much  joy  to  the 
oppressed.  But  the  whnle  planter  community  is  on  foot  to 
resist  such  "  a  tt/rannical  interference  unli  their  right*  ta 
eoloniits."  "  Is  not  the  island  ours  p  shall  we  not  do  what 
we  will  with  our  own?  >iha11  it  be  endured  that  these 
■editious  corrupters  of  our  slaves  shall  be  protected  by  the 
government  in  interfering  with  oiir  property?"  Meetiikg 
after  meeting  is  held,  and  the  conduct  of  the  government  is 
denounced  by  the  colonial  cburch  orators  with  much  fieroe 
and  fiery  declamation  ;  and  the  more  robust  adherents  of  the 
exploded  union,  urged  on  tiy  the  St.  Ann's  rector,  who  bu 
the  addre^iB  to  keep  himself  out  of  sight  in  the  matter,  defy 
the  governor,  aad  pour  contempt  upon  the  royal  pro- 
clamation. 

But  the  contest  ia  of  brief  duration.  With  a  prompti- 
tude and  firmness  contrasting  strongly  with  the  li»t- 
lessneBS  and  reckless  disregard  of  duty  manifested  bj  his 
predecessor,  the  noble  earE  presents  himself  at  every  post 
of  danger.  The  men  of  violence  more  than  once  End  them- 
selves, in  the  performance  of  their  lawless  doings,  suddenly 
confronted  by  the  governor,  and  see  the  chief  magistrate  in 
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I  ^eir  midit  when  they  believe  him  to  be  a  hundred  miles 
distant.  By  a  policy  as  jjist  as  it  ia  wise,  and  with  a  zeal 
hoDourable  alike  in  its  Ibrbearance  and  in  its  courage, 
shrinking  neither  fri>m  fatigue  nor  from  danger,  his  purpose 
is  Boon  accomplished.  Militia  officers  nhu  refuse  obedience 
to  their  captain-general  are  euperseded,  and  find  their  com- 
mianions  cancelled ;  magistrates  who  daringly  violate  the 
law  in  their  own  persons,  are  dismissed  from  the  ofiice  they 
have  abused  and  disbonoured.  In  a  few  weeks  the  perse- 
onting  association  melts  away  like  snavi  ia  the  tun,  and  peace 
and  order  are  restored  throughout  the  island,  tbe  fore- 
maners  of  a  day,  shortly  to  dawn  upon  these  tiunny  isles, 
wbeu  liberty  shall  be  proclaimed  to  the  captive,  and  the 
opening  of  the  prison  door  to  them  that  are  bound. 

But  the  matter  ia  not  sufTered  to  rest  here.  There  is  a 
Book  which  says  concerning  thoae  who  "take  conQsel 
together  against  tbe  Lord,  and  against  His  Anointed,  say- 
ing, Let  ud  break  their  bands  asunder,  and  cast  away  their 
cords  from  us,— He  that  sittidtb  in  the  heavens  ahall  laugh : 
the  Lord  shall  have  them  in  derieion.  Then  shall  He  apeak 
to  them  in  His  wrath,  and  vei  them  in  His  sore  displeasure. 
TethavelsetMykinguponMybolyhiliofZiou.— Thoushalt 
break  them  with  a  rod  of  iron,  and  daah  them  in  pieces 
like  a  potter's  vessel,"  It  ia  against  Him.  these  men  have 
conspired.  It  ia  the  spread  of  Hia  truth  they  are  leagued 
together  to  oppose.  It  ia  agd-tnst  places  consecrated  to 
His  worship,  and  the  preaching  of  His  Gospel,  that  they 
have  dared  to  lift  the  hand  of  sacrilegious  violence,  and 
lay  them  even  with  the  ground.  It  is  to  prevent  the  light 
of  His  Word  reaching  the  sould  for  whom  Christ  died,  in 
order  that  they  may  abut  them  up  in  heathen  darkness,  and 
keep  them  groaning  under  the  iron  yoke  of  oppression.  "And 
abaU  not  the  Lord  visit  for  these  things  ?  "  Yea,  assuredly, 
if  there  be  any  truth  in  the  threatonings  which  His  Word 
records,  and  any  meaning  in  the  lessons  of  human  history. 
It  is  a  strife  with  God  which  these  men  have  been  carry- 
ing on ;  and,  '*  Woe  unto  him  that  striveth  with  His  Maker,'* 
ia  tbe  wamingf  which   tbe  Bible    proclaims,   and  history 


316  EOUAKGB   OF  TUB   MISSION    FIBLD. 


iUastrateB  hj  a  thoueani]  impressive  facta.  They  have 
fivaded  the  penalties  imposed  by  human  lawa  upon  wrong- 
doers ;  but  they  may  not  act  easily  elude  the  jiutii 
power  of  Him,  the  eceptre  of  whose  kingdom  is  a  sceptre  of 
righteousness.  Even  in  connection  with  this  life  it  may 
be  seen,  in  Jehovah's  dealings  with  these  men  of  violence, 
how  "  He  ordaioeth  Uis  arrows  against  the  persecutors." 

Id  the  same  newspaper  columns  in  which  their  sacrilegious 
exploits  were  blazoned  forth  in  proud  bravado  to  the  world, 
the  names  of  these  evil-workere  are  to  be  inscribed  as  pass- 
ing away  from  earth  in  rapid  succession,  to  appear  before 
tbejust  Jadgeofall  the  earth..  General  readers  perceive  little 
in  these  records  beyond  the  ordinary  course  of  earthly  events, 
and  the  accidents  which  frequently  chequer  with  their 
shadows  the  every  day  history  of  human  life.  But  those 
who  know  the  association  these  men  have  had  with  the 
dark  deeds  of  the  past,  and  who  are  accustomed  to  consider 
the  works  of  the  Lord,  and  regard  the  operations  of  His 
band,  in  the  hgbt  shed  upon  them  by  Diviue  revelation,  see, 
in  the  tragic  circumstances  attending  the  swift  removal  of 
so  many  of  these  ptrsecutors  from  lile,  the  fulfilment  of  the 
Divine  word,  "  Though  hand  join  in  band,  the  wicked  shall 
not  be  unpunished."  And,  as  they  drop  in  rapid  succeBsioit 
into  the  grave,  cut  off  by  "accident"  or  by  suicide,  or  other- 
wise borne  swiftly  from  life  in  the  midst  of  their  days, 
■even  the  surviving  partakers  in  their  evil  deeds  discover 
Bomething  remarkable  in  it;  so  that  one  who  had  been  promi- 
nent and  active  above  many  of  his  fellows,  and  who  lived  long 
-enough  to  afford  evidence  that  he  repented  of  the  evil, 
acknowledged,  as  he  contemplated  the  mournful  end  of  many 
of  Lis  associates,  "  The  hand  of  the  Lord  is  in  this," 

And  truly  the  hand  of  the  Jjord  is  in  these  occurrences,  how< 
ever  the  sceptic  or  the  worldling  may  curl  his  lip  in  haughty 
scorn  and  cry,  "  Fanaticism !  "  If  it  be  true  that  a  sparrow 
falleth  not  o^  the  ground  without  our  Heavenly  Father, 
these  erring  heirs  of  immortality  are  not  swept  away  from 
life,  with  all  their  stupendous  accountability  attaching 
^  to  them,  \vithout  His  intervention,    '^qt  ^& 
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r  removal  from  eartb,  sny  more  than  the  death  itself, 
the  reaulc  of  mere  chance  or  acciJent.  It  is  the  ordering  of 
thftt  Providence  whicb  with  unerring  wisdom  controls  with 
regard  to  every  human  being  the  isauea  of  life. 

Mr.  I.  is  a  man  who  has  been  one  of  the  most  active  in 
the  demolition  of  Christian  sanctuaries.  He  is  the  pro- 
prietor of  a  Email  property  in  the  interior  of  St.  Ann's,  and 
one  of  those  who  Hsten  with  excited  feelings  to  the  sinister 
eloquence  of  the  rector,  when,  likw  Ahithophel,  he  urges  upon 
his  hearers  counsel  largely  impregnated  with  the  wisdom  of 
the  Old  Serpent.  None  enters  upon  the  unholy  work  with 
more  active  zeal  than  he.  Amongst  the  first  to  lay  violent 
hands  upon  a  chapel  distant  from  his  own  house,  he  labours 
with  untiring  energy,  pouring  out  abundant  oaths  and 
curses,  until  the  building,  which  has  only  just  been  com- 
pleted at  considerable  cost,  ia  a  ruin.  In  several  other 
undertakings  of  a  similar  kind,  he  is  one  of  the  most  ear- 
nest  workers  ;  denouncing  the  miesionaries  with  an  intensity 
of  bitterness  and  profusion  of  blasphemy  and  profanity 
quitrt  characteristic  of  a  Jamaica  planter.  Returning  home, 
he  finds  that  n  missionary  sancbL^ry  quietly  hidden  in  the 
mountains,  and  not  very  distant  from  his  own  house,  has 
not  been  destrojed.  His  hand  it  is  that  applies  the  torch 
and  commits  it  to  the  fliraea  ;  and  the  httle  place  of  worship, 
where  many  a  toil-worn  slave  has  received  the  only  consola- 
tion big  unhappy  lot  admitted  of,  disappears  from  the  scene 
of  rural  beauty  of  which  it  was  the  principal  ornament. 
Only  a  few  months  elapse,  and  the  announcement  of  his 
death  appears  in  the  newspapers.  But  it  is  not  stated 
there,  though  it  is  a  fact  well  known  in  the  neighbourhood, 
that  the  unhappy  man,  having  become  involved  in  dilEcul- 
ties,  has  sought  to  got  rid  of  his  troubles  by  suicide.  The 
hand  that  was  sacrilegiously  raised  to  destroy  the 
house  of  God  baa  been  lifted  against  hie  own  life.  He  is 
found  dead  with  his  throat  cut,  the  weapon  with  which  he 
had  committed  the  dee!  still  clasped  in  his  band. 

Mr.  T.  is  a  planter,  the  overseer  of  a  large  sugar  plants- 
tioD  in  St  Aan'p,  a  man  of  bold  daring  chMsato,  feaiiis^ 
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neither  Qod  nor  man  ;  just  fitted  for  such  ungodly  « 
that  marked  out  by  the  rector ;  and  he  enters  upon  it  nitli 
all  the  enjoyment  of  which  Buch  a  rough  and  turbulent 
nature  is  capable.  No  hand  is  more  energetic  than  SiU  in 
fiziDg  and  hauling  ropea  by  which  places  sacred  to  the 
worship  of  Qod  are  pulled  down  and  deiiolated.  J^o  shant 
rises  higher  than  his  as  the  flames  burst  forth  nhich  con- 
«Qma  the  missiooary  chapel  or  dwelling  house  ;  and  wlu-rerei 
any  thing  of  the  Itind  is  going  on,  he  is  sure  to  be  there, 
He  heads  the  party  which  destroys  the  mission  atatioa 
nearest  to  his  own  dwelling,  affectiDg  no  concealment ;  and 
he  continues  at  the  congenial  work  until  every  building 
upon  it  has  disappeared, — the  very  materials  being  carried 
off  to  be  used  pbewhere,  a  goodly  portion  of  them  falling 
intohis  own  possessioo.  Loud  i^  tbeexultation  of  thiamin 
when,  through  a  large  dittrict  of  couutry,  not  a  "  eeotariin 
place  of  worship  "  is  left  standing ;  louder  still  is  his  boasting 
joy  when  brother  planters  on  the  grand  jury,  disregarding 
all  the  evidence  which  clearly  identifies  him  and  his  fellowB 
BB  law  brealterfl  and  chap  el -destroyers,  and  equally  dis- 
regarding the  solemn  oatli  tbey  had  taken  to  do  justice, 
ignore  the  bills  of  indictment,  and  shield  the  mi?n  of  violence 
and  hlood  from  the  penalties  of  the  laws  they  have  violated, 
A  few  months  roll  away,  and  the  newspapers  report  "  the 
aad  accident"  which  hasdeprived  the  colony  of  this  valu- 
able member  of  the  community.  He  la  looking  about  a 
building  in  course  of  erection  on  tbe  plantation  of  which  he 
is  the  overseer,  when  he  inadvertently  sets  his  foot  upon  an 
old  rusty  nail  pointing  up  from  a  piece  of  timber.  Being 
a  heavy  man,  it  pierces  through  his  boot,  aiid  penetrates 
the  flesh  amongst  the  sinews  of  the  foot.  Disregarded  as 
a  trifling  matter,  no  importance  is  attached  to  th'!  apparently 
dight  wound.  But  in  a  day  or  two  thfre  is  ii:flari7niBtion  ; 
tt)ea  follows  gangrene,  producing  lock-jaw  and  death.  Tbe 
chapel odestroyer,  in  the  very  prime  of  lusty  health  and 
vigour,  has  dropped  euddeoly  into  the  grave,  to  be  fullowed 
very  shortly  by  several  others  who  were  of  tha  party  he 
bad  led  on  to  deslToj  a  miw\on  b\jb.\K.qii,  t-ja  tA  ■^'Wm.-^as.i 


^^AY  THE  KOOES.  319 

away  to  appear  in  the  presence  of  the  Jast  uid  H0I7  Ona 
with  the  guJt  of  aelf-murdei-  upon  their  bouIs. 

There  is  Mr.  L.  He  has  headed  a  party  of  ruffianly  men. 
in  Btirroimdinf]-  a  missionary's  dwelling-,  within  whose 
wooden  walls  the  missionary  and  hie  family  were  sleeping  ; 
and  under  cover  of  darkness  they  have  riddled  the  peaceful 
habitation  with  mucket  balls,  firing  a  succession  of  volleys 
into  it,  with  the  diabolical  purpose  of  destroying  the 
unofiending  inmates  when  they  had  retired  to  rest.  He 
also  has  been  active  in  the  demolition  of  Christian  sanc- 
toaries.  His  name,  too,  soon  appears  in  the  records  of 
mortality  ;  for  with  the  weapon  lie  had  used  in  the  attempt 
to  assassinate  a  peaceful  family,  he  scatters  his  own  brains, 
and  thus  passes  away  from  among  the  living. 

There  is  Mr,  H.,  a  minister  of  religion  and  the  rector  of 
a  large  pariah,  who  had  not  sernpied  to  take  an  active  part 
in  destroying  mission  chapels,  and  to  enlarge  his  own 
library  with  the  plunder  of  a  missionary  study,  He  is  a 
profligate  and  blasphemer  of  the  worst  type.  This  roan  is 
swept  to  an  early  grave  in  a  duel  which  he  forces  upon  his 
most  intimate  friend.  Foremotit  in  deeds  of  violeuce  and 
persecution,  he  had  plotted  the  secret  murder  of  a  missionary 
in  the  mere  wantonness  of  a  cruel  disposition  which 
delighted  in  shedding  blood.  He  had  made  an  open  boast 
of  "  the  excellent  fun  it  was  to  get  a  crack  at  a  Nigger,  and 
see  him  toppled  over  with  a  bullet  in  his  black  carcaae." 
He  does  not  find  that  there  is  ranch  fun  in  it,  wheu  a  bullet 
cuts  short  his  own  wicked  career  before  he  has  passed  hii 
prime,  known  only  as  a  man  in  whom,  notwithstanding  the 
sacred  office  from  which  he  derived  his  living,  there  was  an 
utter  abnegation  of  every  good  quahty,  and  afearfu]  proficiency 
in  whatever  is  debasing  and  vile. 

There  is  Mi'.  M.,  a  wealthy  proprietor,  who  has  been 
a  sufferer  to  a  large  extent  by  the  Negro  insurrection,  all 
the  valuable  buildings  of  his  plantation  having  been  burnt 
by  the  insurgent  Negroes.  He  perhaps  has  a  better  apology 
than  many  others  for  the  deeds  of  violence  and  sacrilege  in 
whioh  be  has  been  induced  to  become  Ka  actne  ijKtV\w^i.M«  •, 
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for  he  was  led  to  believe  the  improbable  story  that  tith 
mbaionaries  instigated  the  slaves  to  make  that  eOoill 
to  Beize  their  freedom  which  has  led  to  each  sacrifice  of  ■ 
life  and  property.  He  has  been  spending  the  day  with  a 
large  circle  of  frieuda  in  trials  of  ekill  with  riflea  and  piatole, 
and  indulging  freely  in  the  use  of  beverages  of  which 
there  ta  never  any  tcarcity  when  Jamaica  planters  cangre* 
gate  for  any  purpose.  The  whole  party,  animated  and  gay, 
are  assembled  in  the  drawing  room  after  dinner,  discufBing 
the  occurrences  of  the  day,  when  a  young  man  who  hwl 
accidentally  joined  the  party,  takes  up  from  the  table  o 
which  they  were  laid,  one  of  the  pistols  which  hii^ 
contributed  to  the  sport  of  the  noisy  revellers.  Kot  affait 
that  it  is  loaded,  and  tittle  accustoroed  to  such  articles,  ytiula 
he  clumsily  eiamines  it  tbe  pistol  eiptodes.  Tbe  fatal 
contents  are  lodged  in  the  person  of  the  owner  of  the  man- 
sion,  inflicting  a  wound  which  in  a  few  brief  hours  lays  h 
low  in  death,  making  his  blooming  young  wife  a  widow,  i 
two  or  three  little  ones  fatherless,  _ 

There  is  Major  C,  the  servile  tool  of  dominant  intol^ 
ranee,  who  at  the  bidding  of  a  persecuting  faction  has  abueed 
his   authority  as  a  magistrate  to   hinder  and   suppress  the 
worship  of  God,  sending  uiissi-onaries  to  prison  for  preaching 
the  truth,  and  acting  as  a  leader  in  the  destruction  of  houses 
of  prayer.     He  also  is  singled  out  as   an  early  example  ol 
retribution.     He  is  rrturnrng  as  morning  dawns  frois  a  g^_ 
party,  where  the  night  has  been  spent  in  dancing  t 
sipatioD,  and  the   wine  has  circulated   freely.     Being  1 
steady  than  usual,  in  consequence  of  what  he  has  imbibt 
through  the  night,  he  fiills  heavily  against  some  stone  s) 
that  are  in  his  path.     No  serious  results  are  at  first  app 
bended  from  tbe  accidi-ut,  as  be  is  able  to  rise  and  purs 
his  walk.     But   internal  injuries    have  been  received, 
before  the   diiy   wanes  to  its   close,  he   has  ceased  to  1 
numbered  with  the  living, 

till.  B,  has  his  life  prematurely  brought  to  an  ( 
pre  mules  overturning  the  vehicle  in  which  be  is  travel 
[.     M.  M'C.  is  found  iesA  m  \i\6  Vii-  'h'v'Oq  a.  ^xitti 
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wouDd  in  his  throat ;  but  whetlier  inflicted  by  hS  own  hand 
orhj  the  hand  of  an  assassin,  cannot  be  determined.  Mr,  H., 
one  of  the  moat  prominent  and  malignant,  as  he  is  one  of 
the  mostinBuential,  of  all  the  peieecuting  faction,  is  smitten 
by  the  hand  of  death  at  his  own  festive  board,  Burronuded 
by  men  of  kindred  spirit ;  and  he  retires  from  the  hilarioua 
assemblage  he  has  been  feasting,  only  to  stretch  himself 
upon  the  couch  from  which  he  will  never  again  rise  in  life. 
Mr.  L.  suddenly  disappears  from  the  ariatocratic  circle  of 
which  he  has  been  for  many  yeaua  one  of  the  most  influen- 
tial members;  and  the  fact  soon  transpires  that  he  is  a 
defeulter  to  a  large  amount  in  the  public  office  hebas  filled; 
and  public  funds  and  private  interests  suffer  largely 
from  his  betrayal  of  the  trust  confided  to  him.  deduced  to 
poverty,  and  with  a  dishonoured  name,  he  sinks  into  despond- 
ency ;  and  presumptuously  opening  for  himself  a  way 
to  the  unseen  world,  he  is  laid  in  a  suicide's  grave. 

So  does  God's  providence  wort.  His  hand  is  manifestly 
lifted  up  to  vindicate  and  sustain.  Kis  cause ;  and  one  after 
another,  as  "  His  arrows  are  ordained  against  the  persecutors," 
the  men  of  violence  disappear  from  life,  furnishing  most 
impressive  illustrations  of  the  words  of  the  Pfalmist:"! 
have  seen  the  wicked  in  great  power,  and  spreading  himself 
like  a  green  bay  tree.  Yet  he  passed  away,  and,  lo,  he  was  not : 

Yea,  I  sought  him,  but  he  could  not  be  found The 

transgressors  shall  be  destroyed  together :  the  end  of  the 
wicked  shall  be  cut  off."     (Psalm  sssvii.  35-38.) 

Several  years  have  passed  away,  and  a  large  number  of 
those  who  were  once  banded  together  to  break  up  missionary 
institutions,  and  drive  missionaries  from  the  laud,  are  slum- 
bering in  the  dust,  while  some  have  seen  the  error  of  their 
ways,  and  look  back  with  regret  upon  the  deeds  of  violence 
and  wrong  into  which  they  were  led  by  following  evil 
counsel.  In  several  instances  men  of  this  class,  admonished 
by  the  fate  which  has  overtaken  so  many  of  their  co-opera- 
tora  in  an  evil  work,  have  contributed  to  rebuild  the  Chris- 
tian sanctuaries  they  assisted  to  destroy.  "Do  you 
remember  having-  met  with  Mr,  S,  befote  ?  "     Tbia  i.Q.<:^\i^ 
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IE  addressed  to  a  misBionary  by  a  fellow-traveller,  i 
arc  riding  away  from  a  bu gar-plantation,  whither  they  were 
driven  for  shelter  by  stress  of  weather  the  night  before; 
and  where,  as  the  bad  weather  continued,  they  have  been 
compelled  to  pass  the  night,  esperiencing  at  the  handa  of 
the  gentleman  in  charge  of  the  property  all  pOBBihle  kind- 
nes3  and  hospitality.  "  No,"  the  roissionary  replies,  "  I  UB 
not  aware  that  I  have  ever  seen  him  before  ;  but  certuntf 
bis  attentioR  to  onr  comfort  has  been  somewhat  remarkable. 
I  do  Dot  rememher  that  I  have  ever  experienced  so  mnA 
kindness  at  the  hands  of  a  stranger."  "  Yon  may  not 
remember  him,  but  he  knows  you  very  well.  Do  you  remember 
when  a  mob  of  white  men  broke  into  yonr  house  at  Pal- 
mouth,  and  nearly  succeeded  in  setting  yoa  on  fire  p  "  "  T«, 
I  ahall  not  easily  forget  that."  "  Well,  Mr.  S.  was  one  of 
that  mob.  He  told  me  all  about  it  after  yoa  had  gone  to 
bed.  He  recognised  you  the  moment  we  rode  into  the 
estate,  and  eipressed  to  me  the  pleasure  it  afforded  him  to 
have  the  opportunity  of  making  some  atonement  for  the 
past  by  receiving  you  as  hia  guest.  He  was  ashamed 
to  speak  of  it  to  jou  ;  but  I  have  no  doubt  he  intended  me 
to  mention  it,  as  he  called  me  back,  and  begged  me  to  repeat 
the  invitation  he  gave  you,  whenever  you  pass  this  way,  to 
make  his  liouse  your  home," 

Nor  is  this  the  only  instance  of  repentant  kindness  sbowD 
to  the  same  missionary  by  those  who  took  part  in  the 
outrage.  The  evil  days  are  gone.  The  unholy  and  oppres- 
sive system  which  these  deeds  of  violence  were  designed  to 
support  has  been  superseded  by  the  intermediate  institutioD, 
designed,  by  a  well-meant  but  mistaken  policy,  to  pre- 
pare the  way  for  unrestricted  freedom,  and  the  former  things 
are  passed  away.  After  lying  desolate  for  several  years, 
while  the  missionary  labom'ers  have  resumed  their  toil  of 
mercy  and  love  in  tents  or  hired  houses,  and  in  some 
instancea  under  the  shade  of  the  wide-spreading  cedar 
or  broad-leaf,  the  destroyed  chapels  are  beginning  to  rise 
again  in  larger  dimensions,  and  increased  in  number. 
TiousandB  flock  to  bear  tVe'^QTiti^Viie.'^VtiiiCTexWMd.i.'l; 
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tefore ;  religions  agencies  are  multiplied,  and  the  peraeou- 
'tions  of  past  ^ears  have  resulted  in  giving  aa  impulse  to  thfl 
-cause  of  truth  and  religion  in  the  land,  such  as  it  never  felt 
Wore. 

There  is  one  of  the  persecntore  remfuning  nho  in  th^ 
evil  days  that  are  past  occupied  a  large  space  in  the 
pnblioeye,  and  as  jet  gives  no  sign  thathehaecometoabettei' 
state  of  mind.  He  was  the  chief  of  them  all;  the  main 
spring,  originating  and  controlling  the  whole  movement  on 
the  part  of  the  planter  interest  which  has  wrought  such 
tragical  results  for  the  actors  themeelveE  ;  but  has  so  signally 
fuled  in  the  object  and  purpose  to  which  it  was  directed. 
There  is  the  master  mind,  whose  lofty  powers  were  prosti- 
tuted in  planning  malignant  mischief  for  other  hands  to 
execute,  and  upon  whom  rests  a  lai^e  share  of  the  responsi- 
bility attached  to  many  a  deed  of  persecuting  violence  and 
wrong,  in  connexion  with  which  he  ha  not  openly  appeared. 
His  were  the  lips  that  uttered  inflammatory  coansels,  and 
urged  upon  the  persecutors  to  get  rid  of  the  rooks  by 
destroying  their  nests.  Bitter  thoughts  have  doubtless 
frequently  occnpied  his  mind,  when  he  has  seen  how  com- 
pletely all  his  subtle  schemes  have  been  blighted  and  brought 
to  nought ;  and  that  the  bad  system,  founded  in  unrighteous- 
aes9  and  blood,  to  which  he  linked  his  interests,  and 
which  he  laboured  to  uphold  with  zeal  and  talents 
worthy  of  a  better  cause,  has  crumbled  to  the  dust.  But 
in  the  secluHion  of  his  own  pleasant  parsonage  he  is  almost 
forgotten,  as  an  object  which  the  swift  progress  of  events 
has  left  far  behind,  and  almost  out  of  sight.  There  are 
eome,  however,  who  remember  the  important  part  he 
played  in  the  scenes  of  which  Jamaica  has  been  the  theatre 
who  think  of  the  terrible  sufferingB  which  persecuted  slaves 
have  endured  at  his  instigation,  and  know  how  largely  the 
razing  or  burning  of  Christian  temples  and  the  desolation 
of  missionary  houses  have  been  the  work  of  hia  active  brain. 
When  they  look  around  and  see  the  wondrous  way  in  wbioh 
retribution  has  been  dealt  out  upon  the  minor  actors  in  theae 
evil  works,  and  how  the  lightuing-blaat  oi  th(^  Dlit&fi  di^ 
. T  2  
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pleasure  has  fallen  upon  tLem  in  rapid  euccession,  iti  eeemi 
to  them  one  of  those  inexplicable  mysteries  of  providence 
which  bafSe  all  human  comprehenaion  that  the  head  an} 
chief  of  them  all,  the  guiltiest  and  most  bitter  pene- 
cutor  of  the  whole,  has  been  left  unscathed.  It  maybe 
that  in  this  instance,  as  ia  the  ease  of  the  chief  of  the  perefr 
cutors  in  other  days,  the  Divine  wisdom  has  purpoKs  d 
mercy  which  transcend  all  human  thought.  Now,  as  then, 
it  may  be  that  it  is  in  His  designs  to  make  him  a  chosen 
vesael,  an  instrument  of  good  to  others.  But  it  is  a  matter 
which  belongs  to  God  alone,  and  none  may  without  p* 
sumption  aay  concerning  it,  "  What  doest  Thou  ?  " 

The  time  comes  when  the  mystery  is  solved,  and  a 
stupendous  catastrophe,  that  makes  all  ears  tingle  throngh* 
out  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land,  procl^ms  as  with  ■ 
trumpet  voice,  that,  although  eviI>doers  are  endured  wi& 
much  long-suffering,  tbey  are  not  forgotten  of  Ood. 

One  after  another  many  of  those  who  followed  his 
pemiciovw  counsels  have  dropped  into  the  dust;  and  per- 
haps with  modified  and  chastened  feelings  he  may  have 
pondered  the  tragic  circumstances  which  clouded  their 
latter  end.  But,  however  this  may  be,  no  outward 
indications  of  it  have  appeared  that  human  eyes  could 
read,  until  the  tragedy  occurs  that  lays  all  his  pride  in  the 
dust,  and  forces  from  him  the  acknowledgment  that  the 
hand  of  God  has  been  lifted  agmist  him  in  visitation  of 

His  dwelling  is  beautifully  situated  upon  a  lower  range  of 
the  lofty  hills  which  rise  abruptly,  one  height  above  another, 
at  the  bay  named  by  Columbus  Santa  Gloria,  and  looking 
down  upon  the  rock -enclosed  harbour  where  he  suffered 
shipwreck.  A  little  to  the  right  is  the  narrow  cove  in 
which  his  ships  lay  when  the  celebrated  navigator,  in  hi* 
extremity  for  want  of  supplies,  practised  upon  the  kind- 
hearted,  ignorant  aborigines,  provoked  by  the  treacherous 
and  cruel  conduct  of  the  Spaniards  to  leave  the 
)  to  their  own  resources,  that  memorable  deceit 
concerning     tbe    ecli'pBB    o^  Wneii  ^s.-jijm-cv'w    ■^Xrai'A,  tc 
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moon,  by  whicli  he  induced  them  to  yield  ft  ready 
compUanCQ  with  all  bis  demands.  The  Ecece  whereon 
the  eye  rests  from  the  hill  upon  which  that  residence  ia 
situated,  is  grand  and  beautiful.  To  the  east  stretches  for 
Heveral  miles  a  plain  covered  with  the  lusuriant  growth  of 
the  sugar-cane,  and  dotted  with  the  sugar-works  of  several 
plantations.  On  the  hilh  which  bound  the  plain,  to  the 
west  and  south,  are  to  be  seen,  the  comfortable  manBiona  of 
the  more  wealthy  proprictorSj  beautifully  embowered  in 
groves  of  cedar  or  the  fragrant  pimento  tree,  whose  rich 
dark  green  foliage  contrasts  most  agreeably  to  the  eye  with 
the  hghter  and  more  brilliant  green  of  the  guinea-grass 
pastures.  The  landscape  ia  enlivened  and  adorned  with 
groves  or  avenues  of  cocoa-nut  or  cabbage  palms,  their 
leaves  waving  lihe  majestic  plumes  in  the  breeze,  and  diver* 
eified  occasionally  with  specimens  of  the  giant  ceiba  or 
cotton  tree,  whoso  massive  wide -spreading  branches  afford  a 
grateful  shelter  to  the  panting  cattle  from  the  fervid  rays 
of  the  vertical  sun.  LooiiDg  northward,  and  stretehing 
east  and  west  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reacli,  there  is  the  broad, 
deep  channel  across  which,  although  the  distance  is  not  less 
than  from  ninety  to  one  hundred  miles,  through  the  clear 
pellucid  atmosphere  of  these  tropical  regions,  may  often  be  seen 
before  Bunriae  and  near  eunset  the  towering  peaks  of  the 
mountains  of  Cuba, — a  landatill  onraed  with  the  worst  horrors 
of  slavery,  and  containing  more  than  six  hundred  thousand 
human  beings  held  in  bondage,  and  doomed  to  a  life  of 
hopeless,  unrequited  toil.  To  the  westward  the  land  scene 
ia  limited  by  the  hills  rising  in  some  places  almost 
abruptly  near  the  shore,  on  which  lie  a  Euccession  of  valu. 
able  sugar  estates  extending  to  Runaway  Bay;  sa 
designated  from  the  fact  that  Don  Sasi,  the  last  Spanish 
commander,  who  opposed  the  English  iu  taking  possession 
of  the  island,  made  hia  escape  from  this  apot  in  a  canoe, 
leaving  the  party  he  commanded  to  their  fate.  And  he  alone 
reached  the  shores  of  Cuba  alive. 

At  the  foot  of  the  hill,  and  partly  on  ita  slope,  liea  the 
little  town  called  St.  Ann's  Bay,  with  wharves  and  store* 
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■tretcbing  along  tlie  shore.  Cocoa-nut  trees  in  grsit 
abundance,  and  the  rich  foliage  oftheoran^  and  et&t-apple. 
the  plantain  and  the  banana,  OTershadowing  and  putlj 
concealing  the  dwellinga  of  the  inhabitaota,  impart  gr»M 
and  beaut  J  to  the  landscape.  Immediately  vmder  the  eye 
ships  ride  at  anchor  in  the  harboar,  eurrounded  by 
land  and  reera,  and  accessible  only  by  one  or  two  nairow 
channelfl.  The  view  calls  up  interesting  memories  of 
tbe  great  navigator,  a?  it  was  here  he  first  approached  the 
shores  of  Jamaica ;  and  here  he  passed  through  eome  of  tk 
most  pucful  scenes  of  his  chequered  life,  ariaiDg  out  of  Hie 
treachery  and  misconduct  of  his  Spaniah  associates.  The 
whole  scene,  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reaoh  from  the  Cloisters— 
for  aucti  is  the  name  that  pleasant  residence  bean— il 
lovely,  and  fraught  with  interest  from  its  aaaociation  witii 
the  past.  But  it  is  destined  to  be  invested  with  deeper  ui 
more  painful  interest,  as  tba  scene  of  a  terrible  caluoitj 
bringing  audden  desolation  and  untold  agony  and  WM  fa> 
the   secluded    home   which    overlooks    tbe   landscape  jnt 


I^K  and 
^Whe 


Lovely  in  their  favoured  situation,  the  Cloisters  M 
graced  by  the  presence  of  four  beautiful  girls,  the  danghten 
of  the  gentleman  who  owns  and  occupies  the  place.  The 
house  may  not  be  called  a  mansion,  for  it  cont^ns  only  jnit 
Buffi-cient  accommodation  for  the  family,  and  it  is  old,  and 
getting  somewhat  out  of  repair.  But  intellig^ence  and 
refined  and  cultivated  taste  preside  there, — womanly  taste, 
whose  magic  inSuence  invests  all  within  and  without  the 
dwellirg  with  grace  and  beauby,  and  converts  it  into  a 
paradise  of  joy.  Theee  lovely  Creole  girls,  beautiful  as 
Hebe,  though  varying  in  the  character  of  their  loveliness, 
and  all  in  the  bloom  and  freshness  of  earliest  womanhood,  have 
hut  recently  returned  from  Europe.  There  a  father's  fond- 
ness has  lavished  upon  them  the  advantages  cf  the 
moat  finished  education  he  could  procure ;  and  loving 
and  amiable,  as  they  are  graceful  and  accomplished, 
well  fitted  to  call  into  exercise  all  the  pride  and 

idnesa  of  a  piirentf  a  ^leart.,  *a  '■niieei  \Ke^  io>   "a.fe  Sa  «i 
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proud  man ;  but  tnost  of  all  he  is  proud  of  the  eweet  girle 
who  have  come  to  ahed  light  and  gladneEs  upon  the  home  ia 
which,  for  several  years  past,  he  has  had  many  gloocay  and 
bitter  thoughts.  The  fouDtaiuEi  cf  love  aud  tenderness  in 
that  seared  heart  of  his  are  hroken  up ;  he  lavishes  upon  these 
bright  and  attractive  objects  all  the  idolatrous  fondness  of 
which  he  is  capable  ;  and  almost  forgetting  in  their  charmed 
circle,  thai  there  is  any  higher  joy  to  aspire  after,  he  looks 
forward,  as  he  contemplates  the  bloom  and  freshaeas  and 
sparkling  gaiety  of  those  loved  ones,  to  the  sunshine  of  many 
happy  years.  Nor  does  he  think  for  a  moment  of  the  possi- 
bility that  all  this  brightness  may  fade  like  a  dissolving 
view,  and  the  objects  of  his  heart's  idolatry  sink  away  from 
bia  embrace,  as  if  the  whole  were  a.  dream.,  himself  waking  up 
to  the  bitter  reality  of  desolation  and  woe. 

It  is  a  lovely  morning,  glad  with  tropical  light  and  beauty. 
In  the  harbour  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  on  which  that  bright 
home  reposes,  at  a  short  distance  from  the  shore,  are  several 
large  merchant  ships  resting  upon  the  untroubled  surface  of 
the  quiet  bay,  whose  waters  glisten  like  molten  silver  in  the 
dan^ng  rays  of  the  morning  aun.  They  are  waiting  to 
collect  the  rich  freight  of  sugar,  as  it  is  manufactured  on  the 
Mveral  plantations  around,  and  to  convey  it  to  the  shores  of 
Europe.  One  of  these  vessels  is  gaily  decorated,  the  flags  of 
all  nations  etreaming  from  her  masts  and  stays  i  for  a  gay 
party  has  been  invited  by  her  captain  to  partake  his  hospi- 
tality, and  take  breakfast  on  board  his  ship.  The  boate  are 
bi  requisition,  manned  by  hardy  bars  in  holiday  attire  j  and, 
as  the  guesta  appear  upon  the  wharf,  they  are  speedily  con- 
veyed to  the  ship.  The  gentlemen  ascend  the  side  ladders; 
the  ladiea,  placed  in  a  chair,  and  carefully  wrapped  about  with 
the  Union  Jack,  are  hoisted  over  the  ship's  aide  to  the  deck. 
A  lively  and  brilliant  party  it  is  that  is  assembled  on  the 
quarter-deck,  where  a  thick  caavaa  awning',  stretching  from 
aide  to  side,  affords  ample  protection  from  the  sun's  fervid 
rays,  while  it  gives  free  admission  to  the  gentle  refreshinj 
breeze,  which  at  this  early  bom*  comes  down  from  the 
Tie  guests  are  numerous,  including  the  nr\iid^s\  T&etnlci^ri 
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of  several  ramilies  residing  within  &  few  miles  of  tbe  Bsfi 
But  gayest  among  the  gaj,  and  loveliest  among  the  lovely, 
are  the  Eweet  helles  of  the  rectory,  who,  with  their  fatber, 
are  there,  and  who  form,  the  principal  centre  of  attrsc- 
tioit  on  that  ship's  deck.  On  their  cheelta  is  the  rosy  bloom 
hrought  from  Europe,  which  has  not  yet  had  time  to  fade 
away  under  the  paling  inSuence  of  the  tropics;  and  the 
TivaCity  of  the  njore  temperate  zone  has  not  yet  given  plwfl 
to  the  languor  engendered  by  long  reEidence  in  a  more  ardent 
clime.  All  who  look  upon  these  lovely  girls,  and  mark  theii 
«suherauce  of  gaiety  and  their  lively  sallies  of  wit  and 
repartee,  partake  the  enjoyment,  and  pronounce  the  father  of 
Buch  a  troop  of  blooming  roaidens  a  blest  aud  happy  man. 
No  one  has  any  premonition  of  the  dark  cloud  of  woe  th»t 
is  even  now  enwrapping  them  in  its  folds  ;  and  in  which  a 
large  portion  of  that  laughing  group  shall  disappear,  ta  k 
seen  no  more  on  earth  for  ever. 

A  bountiful  and  dainty  repast  is  served  beneath  the  awning 
upon  the  deck ;  and  all  is  festivity  and  enjojnient,  intelli- 
gence and  refinement  being  handmaids  of  the  well  seleoted 
company.  The  sea  is  smooth,  for  only  a  slight  breeze  rippla 
the  surface  outside ;  and  within  the  bay  the  water  scarody 
moves  at  all,  eicept  as  the  large  waves  roll  sluggishly  in  and 
gently  break  upon  the  shore.  A  few  clouds  in  the  distant 
sky  indicate  the  possihihty  of  a  shower  later  in  the  day ;  but 
they  furnish  no  reason  why  the  proposal  shoul  J  not  be  entai- 
tained  to  get  the  ship's  boats  round  from  the  stem  of  the 
vessel,  where  they  are  lazily  riding  on  the  water,  and  take  t 
pleasant  sail  about  the  hay.  It  is  not  a  time  of  the  year 
when  storms  occur ;  and  the  idea  of  possible  danger  in  that 
well-sheltered  harbour  does  not  present  itself  to  any  mind. 
Amid  fun  and  laughter  the  ladies  are  again  swung  over  the 
aides ;  the  sailors,  whose  lusty  arms,  with  a  hearty,  "  Yeo, 
lieave  O,"  hoist  them  into  the  air,  and  then  let  them  gently 
down  to  the  boat,  entering  into  the  fun  with  as  moeh 
gusto  as  the  gentlemen  themselves.  At  length  all  are  seated, 
the  Emart-Iooking  captain  exulting  in  the  triumph  of  tbe 
manceuvrehy  "shic\\  he\in.Bwiccee4ft4\a%ii'i,\i\w^'0nia\wJiMirf 
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I2te  party,  tie  four  charming  eisters,  into  Lis  own  boat, — an 
Urangement  which  separates  them,  for  the  time,  from  their 
bther,  who  would  gladly  have  taken  his  seat  with  them,  only 
that  an  equal  diviBion  of  the  party  amougBt  the  several  boats 
CODfiigua  him  to  another.  The  usually  quiet  harbour 
teaounda  with  laughter  and  merriment  as  the  sails  are  hoisted, 
and  tfae  boats  speed  away  from  the  ship. 

For  some  time  they  sail  about  the  bay,  casting  out  liaes 
with  treacherous  bait  to  lure  the  denizens  of  the  deep  ;  with 
vhat  results  none  can  say.  Whether  it  was  that  the  captain, 
Vbose  practised  eye  should  have  scanned  the  heavens  with 
the  care  almost  instinctive  in  the  sailor,  was  too  much 
occupied  in  interesting  converse  with,  and  waiting 
on,  his  lovely  charge,  certain  it  is  that  neither  he  nor  any 
one  else  observed  that  the  scattered  clouds  had  been  at- 
tracted into  one  small  compact  mass,  and,  charged  with  wind 
tmd  rain,  were  driving  down  upon  them  in  a  squall ;  which, 
in  its  comparatively  narrow  course,  might,  without  due  care, 
pUeethem  in  jeopardy.  So  contracted  is  its  width  that  it 
reaches  not  the  other  boats ;  but  right  upoa  the  captain'a 
Ixat  the  miniature  tempest  sweeps  with  terrible  fierceness ; 
ind  before  the  sail  can  be  let  loose  the  boat  turns  over, 
Ells,  and  sinks,  and  all  who  were  in  it  are  struggling  iu  the 
Water. 

A  few  minutes  and  the  squall  has  passed  over,  but  those  in 
the  unfortunate  boat  have  found  a  watery  grave.  The 
captain,  who  was  steering  with  tbe  four  sisters ,  and  sii 
others,  have  all  disappeared  from  life.  The  other  boats 
hasten  to  the  fatal  spot  with  all  possible  espedition,  but  it  is 
too  late.  Bot  one  of  those  whom  the  greedy  sea  has  en- 
pjfed  can  be  found ;  nor  are  they  ever  seen  again.  Eleven 
human  spirits  have  suddenly  passed  within  the  veil  that 
separates  time  and  its  concerns  £rom  the  eternal  world. 
Whether  the  victims  sank  down  to  find  a  resting-place 
iinoDgst  the  reefs  near  which  they  disappeared,  or  whether 
hungry  sharks,  which  frequent  the  bays  and  harbours 
these  western  isles  in  great  numbers,  especially  when 
are  anchored  there,  seized  them  aa  tiheir  pr63,muat\ift\£%ita 
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the  revel&tioDB  of  that  iaj  when  the  sea  shall  give  up  its 
deid.  But  they  aie  gone.  The  lively,  hiughing,  joyoos 
party  have  &U  passed  anay  from  human  ken ;  and  the 
sparkling  wit,  the  sweet  melody,  and  the  pleaeant  jest  ue 
hushed  in  the  silence  of  death.  To  more  than  one  family, 
iorron  and  desolation  have  been  brought  home  by  the 
■hockiog  catastrophe,  the  news  of  which  soon  spreads  gloom 
over  mil  the  land. 

But  who  shall  describe  the  feelings  which  rend  the  beut 
of  the  bereaved  father,  as  he  looks  on  from  another  boat,  and 
beholds  bia  life's  joy  swallowed  np  in  a  moment  before  bis 
eyes  ?  It  may  not  be.  No  words  can  depict  the  agony  of 
that  stricken  heart,  or  express  au  adequate  idea  of  the  great 
and  crushing  sorrow  that  presses  upon  his  soul.  These 
daughters,  graced  with  the  charms  of  youthful  beauty,  the 
aceompliabmenta  of  a  leSned  education,  the  attractions  of  t 
Bweet  and  amiable  disposition  inherited  From  a  mother  of 
meek  and  quiet  spirit,  and,  above  all,  adorned  with  a  siacere 
regard  for  rehgion,  were  not  only  admired  and  loved  by  tbe 
fiither,  but,  as  he  afterwards  confessed  in  great  bittemera  of 
Bpirit,  were  idolized  by  him.  He  atiSered  them  to  occopy 
that  place  in  his  heart  which  no  creature  or  creatures  oi^U 
to  fill ;  where  God,  the  Great  and  Good,  alone  should  be  en- 
throned. And  in  proportion  to  the  pride  he  has  felt  in  them 
and  the  all-absorbing  love  he  has  lavished  upon  them,  ia  the 
atter  prostration  of  spirit  which  he  feels  when  be  sees  the 
idols  shattered  ;  and  that  upon  which  he  trusts  for  happinesa, 
and  upon  which  he  has  built  all  his  most  cherished  hopes, 
sinks  out  of  sight  for  ever.  He  is  conducted  to  his  desolated 
home,  so  lately  full  of  sunshine  and  joy,  now  dark,  cheerless, 
Vretched,  beyond  all  that  language  can  describe.  Friends 
snrround  him,  but  he  refuses  to  be  comforted ;  and  hke  a 
■tricken  worm  he  lies  writhing  and  groaning  in  affliction  and 
helplessness,  till  weeks  and  months  have  passed  away,  the 
world  one  wide  scene  of  desolation  all  around. 

Time,  that  lessens  the  acuteness  of  the  sharpest  grief, 
bnuga  some  mitigation  of  his  heavy  burden  of  distress ;  but 
what  ia  far  better,  \i6  \s  Vei  to  taim  Via 'Ako-i.^t*  uM>:«cd 
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Upon  hiniBnlf,  and  backward  upon  the  past.  The  views  anj  ^^M 
feelings  which  have  influenced  his  life  are  greatly  modified,  ^^M 
aa  he  regards  them  in  the  surroundings  of  that  chamber  of  ^^1 

Bictneea  and  sorrow ;  and  he  begins  to  perceive  that  the 
past  with  him  has  been  a  mistake, — a  sad,  mournrnl  mistake. 

Amongst  those  who  have  stepped  forward  to  show  their  

sympathy  with  the  heart-stricken  man,  and  to  express  their  ^^M 
sorrow  at  the  terrible  calamity  which  robbed  him  of  ^^| 
faia  children,  are  those  who  have  largely  suffered  at  his  ^^H 
bands,  and,  through  bis  pernicious  counsels,  have  had  their  ^^H 
homes  desolated,  and  their  sanctuaries  laid  waste.  It  is  no  ^^H 
time  now  to  call  np  the  remembrance  of  such  wrongs,  ^^H 
when  the  God-smittea  man  so  greatly  needs  the  condolence  ^^^ 

of  all  loving  hearts,  and  the  richer  consolations  of  Divine 
grace.  A  grateful,  courteous  reception  is  given  to  men 
from  whom  once  be  would  have  turned  away  in  bitter  scorn  ; 
and  he  listens  attentively  while  tbey  speak  of  a  Heavenly 
Father  cbastening  in  love,  and  of  heart-rending  afflLctions, 
which  wring  each  tender  fibre  of  the  heart,  coming  as  mes- 
aengera  of  Divine  benignity  to  whisper  in  the  erring  einner's 
ear,  "  My  son,  give  Me  thy  heart."  He  joins  with  them, 
too,  in  those  breathings  to  a  throne  of  grace,  which,  though 
expressed  in  no  canonical  words,  are  well  adapted  to  a  case  ^^m 

of  overwhelming  grief,  for  which  no  forms  of  prayer  he  has  ^^M 
been  accustomed  to  are  appropriate.  ^^H 

Months  speed  away  before  the  bereaved  one  is  able  to  lift  ^^1 
himself  upon  the  bed  of  suffering  on  which  he  has  been, 
oast,  scathed,  shattered,  and  stripped  as  with  the  lightning 
stroke  of  heaven ;  but  he  comes  forth  at  length  a  subdued 
and  greatly  changed  man.  The  towering  pride  of  intellect. 
of  station,  of  intolerance,  has  been  smitten  to  the  dust.  The 
veil  which  selfisbuess  and  worldliness  had  drawn  before  bis 
eyes,  and  over  his  heart,  rendering  hira  insensible  to  the 
just  claims  of  others,  and  producing  an  indifference  tc 
human  suffering  at  which  he  n&w  stands  amazed,  is  rent 
asunder.  He  now  perceives  and  humbly  acknowledges,  as  be 
looks  upward  from  bis  prostration,  "  It  is  the  Lord  i  le' 
Sim  do  what  seemeth  Him  good." 
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But  he  ia  not  to  refiume  there  those  duties  which  belong 
to  his  office.  He  feels  thab  to  be  beyond  his  power.  Not 
there  caa  he  remain,  where  every  object  woald  but  recall 
perpetually  the  memory  of  his  lost  ones,  and  tevive  the 
pangs  of  that  visitation  of  God  which  blighted  all  his 
earthly  joy.  Not  there,  where  so  many  years  have  bsen 
awfully  miespent,  where  sacred  duties  have  been  neglected, 
where  deeds  of  crying  wrong  have  been  done,  which  may 
be  repented  of,  hut  cannot  be  repaired.  Not  there,  where 
sad,  bitter,  agonizing  memories  would  be  called  up  by  every 
varying  scene  upon  which  the  eye  could  rest,  and  shame 
andhumiliationwouldmeetbim  at  every  turn.  No;  bemBBt 
Beek  another  home.  Far  away  in  some  distant  sphere  he  will 
csercke  that  sacred  office,  of  all  the  duties  and  responsibilities 
of  which  he  has  hitherto  been  so  regardless.  And  so  it  is 
determined,  no  doubt  after  anxious  deliberation  and  prayer  j 
for,  scoffer  as  he  has  been,  he  has  at  length  learnt  to  pray. 
The  living  he  has  held  through  so  many  years  is  rsaigned, 
and  preparations  are  made  tor  his  departure  from  tba 
island.  But  before  finally  separating  from  those  amongst 
whom  he  has  lived  and  suffered,  as  he  is  yet  too  much 
bowed  down  nnder  his  affliction  to  meet  them  in  person,  te 
addresses  afarewell  letter  to  his  parishioners,  full  of  pathetic 
and  penitential  acknowledgments.  This  affecting  addreu 
Berves  to  show  that  he  has  turned  to  God  in  his  distreBs, 
and  justifies  the  hope  that  the  concluding  portion  of  his 
life  will  be  more  worthily  and  usefully  employed  than  the 
years  that  are  past.  It  also  affords  conclusive  evidence 
that  he,  as  well  as  those  who,  awe-struck  and  sorrowful, 
looked  upon  it  from  ai'ound,  has  been  constrained  to  recog- 
nise in  the  startHng,  crushing  calamity  that  swept  away 
his  cherished  ones,  the  hand  of  a  righteous  God,  lifted  against 
him  ia  just  retribution. 

We  may  not  give  this  touching  appeal  in  full;  but  a  few 

extracts  will  serve  to  show  the  chastened  and  altered  views 

with  which  the  man  of  violence  has  been  brought  to  log 

.  upon  both  the  past  and  the  future: — 

"In  the  eipectation  o?  sooa  *^Mi\Aiu\6 'ttassa  ^iM'a!.,\ft 
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I  oonatraiDed  thtts  to  address  yoa,  whose  claimB  upon  me  are 
I  iucreased  hy  a  conscious  neglect  of  many  important  duties 
as  rector  of  this  extensive  parish  ;  and  coraing  from  one  who 
I  not  only  tells  you  that  he  deeply  laments  his  many  failnigE, 
but  who  stands  before  you  a  terrible  example  of  God's 
awakening  judgments,  my  words  may  not,  perhaps,  fall 
unheeded  on  the  ears  of  all 

"  When  all  around  looked  fair  and  smiled,  a  dark  and 
mysterious  providence,  which  neither  men  nor  angels  can  at 
present  penetrate,  seat  death  in  one  of  its  most  terrific,  unex- 
pected shapes  amongst  the  happiest  of  our  domestic  circles, 
cut  short  the  brightest  days  of  many  a  thoughtless  heart, 
and  summoned  eleven  beings  suddenly  before  their  great 
Creator 

"Nature  will  be  heard,  and  even  says  we  do  well  to  weep 
for  those  on  whom  death  comes  thus  suddenly  in  days  of 
youth  and  hope.  0 !  what  a  strange  and  melancholy 
change  have  they  esperienced!  Instead  of  the  cheerful 
light  of  day,  the  unbroken  darkness  of  ocean's  strange 
unfathomed  caves  now  covers  them  until  the  last  great  day  1 
Instead  of  the  fond  caresses  of  parents,  friends,  and  children, 
the  horrid  monsters  of  the  briny  deep  are  now  their  sole 
companions  !  Their  earthly  hopes  have  died ;  all  their 
expectations  for  this  life  have  perished  ! 

"Such  complicated  misery,  a  more  than  ordinary  share 
of  which  falls  to  my  single  lot  to  bear,  has,  I  confeBs, 
bowed  my  spirit  to  the  very  dust.  With  unwonted  weight 
the  heavy  burden  hangs  upon  my  aoul.  In  the  agony  of 
my  heart,  when  told  of  the  compassion  of  mj'  Saviour,  I 
have  wickedly  said,  'Such  compasaioa  will  not  suit  my  case. 
I  need  more  than  pity.  My  misery  admits  of  no  relief. 
My  children  are  all  taken  from  me,  and  no  miracles  now 
rouse  the  slumbering  dead  :  how  then  shall  I  be  comforted  P 
Nothing  is  left  for  the  desolate  but  to  mourn  and  die  ? '  Yet, 
alaa  !  what  a  limiting  of  God's  power,  what  a  (questioning  of 
His  equity  is  this! 

"Who  that  has  been  deeply  tried  has  not  experienced  the 
weakeoiag,  disbeartening  effcets  o£  loiig-cQD.t\Q\iA4  wjthot. 
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something  of  the  eelfiebneas  and  deapondeacy  and  alotli  and 
aching  for  sympathy,  with  that  unconqiierahle  protienessto 
look  for  human  aid  which  nature  connects  with  all  ment^ 
grief  P  Yet,  if  there  he  a  creature  in  the  uiiiverse  who  hai 
reason  to  trust  in  God  and  to  hope  in  His  mercy,  it  is  nij- 
Belf,  a  poor  inhabitant  of  earth  whom  aSliction  has  stopped 
in  hia  thoughtless  career,  whom  sorrow  has  taught  to  prqr, 
whom  adversity  has  led  to  Christ.  Let  one,  then,  who  fedl 
that  he  has  hut  carelessly  tended  you  as  your  pastor,  lunr 
serve  you  better  as  a  beacon,  Etaadiog  before  you  a  wretched 
instance  of  tbe  uncertain  hold  we  have  of  all  our  eartU; 
comforts 

"  Remember  the  dear  departed  who  have  been  removed 
hence  for  our  warning,  and  the  trembling  victim  by  whom  jon 
are  now  admonished.  Think  of  my  pviniahment.  Bleat 
with  the  fleeting  comforts  of  the  world,  I  was  trusting  in 
their  stability,  secure,  I  thought,  in  my  own  resources,  I 
did  not  remember  that  it  was  Glod  who  lent  me  what  I  was 
BO  blessed  with.  They  were  placed  by  me  between  my  goul 
and  the  Saviour.  I  prized  the  gift  so  mucb  that  1  forgot  the 
Giver.  So,  to  reclaim  an  apostate  heart,  He  returned  in  an 
unexpected  moment  and  took  them  again  all  away 

"  Does  this  look  like  the  work  of  chance  ?  No ;  it  wu 
the  fearful  work  of  an  offended  God.  To  vindicate  His 
Name,  to  compel  all  beholders  to  see  that  He  was  its  author 
in  the  awful  case  before  us.  He  struck  such  a  blow  as  mor- 
tal arm  could  scarcely  have  inflicted  ;  so  rapid,  eo  destruc- 
tive, so  unaccountable,  that  unbelief  itself  must  he  com- 
pelled to  ascribe  it  to  His  omnipotent  arm,  In  a  moment, 
under  the  serenest  sky,  with  scarcely  a  cause  apparent,  eleven 
happy  beings  in  thebloons  of  youth  and  health  are  separated 
from  their  parents,  husbands,  and  children,  smile  in  their 
death,  and  sink  beneath  the  waves.  Take  heed,  then,  my 
friends,  how  you  attempt  to  push  God  out  of  His  own  world. 
I  once  tried  to  do  so ;  you  see  what  I  got  for  it :  the 
destruction  of  all  my  comforts,  and  that,  too,  in  a  manner  so 
atriking,  so  unexpected,  that  though  I  saw  them  go,  their 
loss  still  eeema  but  Mba  'i^Mststsi.  qI  ^  i^%«aY.  *&«  xsmhi^ 
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Upon  me  in  an  unexpected  moment  of  thoughtleas  enjoy- 
ment, came  with  the  euddenness  of  lightning  and  with  the 
-violence  of  a  hurricane  ;  and  scarcely  had  the  waves  dosed 
over  my  children  when  I  felt  my  '  sina  had  found  me  out ! ' 
He  took  my  four  children  from  me  when  they  had  just 
become  uioBt  dear;  when  I  most  required  their  aid;  when  I 
vaa  clinging  to  them  as  if  indeed  the  world  would  be  a 
blank  without  them.  In  the  sweet  possession  of  them  I 
had  experienced  much  of  Qod's  mercy ;  in  their  loss  I  am  now 
taught  tbe  last  lesson  that  foolish  man  will  learn  on  earth, 
— God'a  sovereignty." 

Many  rejoice  over  these  outpourings  of  a  bleeding  heart  - 
for  they  show  that  the  Lord's  hand  has  not  heeu  hud  upon  the 
sufferer  in  vaiu,  and  that  he  has  heen  driven  by  the  terrors 
of  the  Lord  to  shelter  within  the  wings  of  the  Divine  mercy, 
whither  no  sinner  ever  repairs  in  vain.  And  this  is  the  last 
that  is  known  of  him  in  the  colony  where  he  has  wroii^ht 
and  suffered  so  much  of  evil.  He  disappears,  to  be  seen  there 
no  more.  But  his  course  may  he  traced  in  two  quarters  of  the 
globe  for  many  years — more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  ; 
never,  however,  by  any  deeds  that  appear  to  bo  unworthy  of 
his  changed  character  or  of  the  sacred  ofKce  be  contmues  to 
fill ;  imtil  he  finds  his  resting-place  in  the  duet  somewhere 
in  one  of  the  western  counties  of  England.  His  ^irit, 
it  IB  refreshing  to  believe,  was  absolved,  regenerated  and 
puri&ed  from  all  earthly  influences,  before  passing  to  the 
better  land  to  be  for  ever  with  that  esalted,  loving  Saviour 
who,  through  the  fires  of  much  painful  affliction,  had  drawn 
him  to  His  own  feet.  Somewhere  on  the  coast  in  the  west 
of  England  a  large  boulder  is  to  be  seen,  consecrated  years 
after  the  occurrence  by  a  father's  enduring  love,  to  be  a 
memorial  of  the  four  lovely  girls  lying  far,  far  away  in  their 
lonely  watery  grave.  On  this  stone  the  chisel  baa  inscribed  a 
record  of  the  catastrophe  which  left  that  parent's  heart  so 
desolate  and  forlorn  ;  but  which  proved  to  be  in  Jehovah's 
inscrutable  wonder-working  providence,  tbe  crowning  mercy 
of  a  sin-chequered  eiiatence,  and  the  opening  of  the 
€)£li£e  to  a  misguided  and  perishing  aoul.. 
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When  the  humbled  maa  takes  his  departure,  the  desola- 
tions  which  he  helped  to  create  are  being  repaired, 
the  waste  places  rcst-ored.  Already  seversl  of  the  lazed 
BBnctuaries  have  been  rebuilt ;  and  others  are  rising  out  of  the 
ruin  caused  by  violent  hands.  Ihis  is  the  case  in  the  little 
town  which  calmly  reposes  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  upoa 
which  the  i-eotor's  dwelhng,  embowered  in  beautiful  iieex, 
resounded  so  lately  with  the  joyous  laugh  and  lively  song- 
of  the  fondly  cherished  daughters  so  suddenly  snatched 
away,  and  commanding  a  full  view  of  the  placid  bay  beneatii 
whose  waters,  uncoflined  and  unknelled,  they  and  their  felloir 
Bufierers  await  the  resurrection  morn,  when  "  the  greedy  M 
Bhall  yield  her  dead."  Arrangements  are  going  on  t(v 
rebuild  the  house  of  prayer  which  for  five  years  has  been  a 
heap  of  mine.  Meanwhile  the  word  of  life  is  preached,  and 
the  worship  of  God  carried  on,  beneath  the  folds  of  a  canvM 
tent,  supplied  by  the  liberality  of  Christian  friends  beyond 
the  sea.  This  is  erected,  in  the  adjacent  burial  groand, 
where  repose  the  ashes  of  two  missionary  servants  of  the  Cross, 
who  finished  their  labours  here  during  the  recent  persecutions, 
which  the  Diviue  interposition  has  now  brought  to  an  end. 

But  as  yet  no  arrangements  are  in  progress  to  restore  tha 
missionary  dwelling  in  the  town  wantonly  destroyed  by  fire ; 
a  building  which  rufSanly  hands  once  pierced  with  voUeyB 
of  bullets,  hoping  to  destroy  the  unoffending  inmates,  and 
to  which  other  evil  hands  afterwards  applied  the  firebrand, 
sweeping  it  quite  away.  Grass  and  bushes  now  cover  the 
site  it  formerly  occupied,  and  the  missionary  family  make 
the  best  they  can  of  a  little  cottage,  neither  commodious  nor 
healthy,  mhich  has  been  hired,  until  more  suitable  provision 
can  be  made.  And  after  a  while  the  opportunity  arrives. 
'■'  The  Cloisters,"  which  is  the  rector's  own  private  property,  ia 
announced  to  be  for  sale.  The  cool  and  healthy  eituatioa 
it  occupies,  far  above  the  unwholesome  isfiuences  which 
abound  below,  and  rendera  residence  near  the  sea  so  unhealthy 
for  Europeans,  marks  it  out  as  a  moat  desirable  location 
for  the  Mission  house.  After  due  deliberation,  it  ia  resolved  to 
eSecb  the  purchase. 
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K  lias  to  be  done  quietly  and  warily ;  for  there  ia  yet 
'  CDOngli  of  the  old  perdecuting  spirit  left  in  some  quarters 
to  render  it  probahle  that  opposition  will  be  made  to  any 
attempt  to  have  those  premises  conveyed  for  missionary 
uees.  But  a  friend  cornea  forward  to  transact  the  husineas ; 
the  purchase  ie  completed,  and  the  miseionary  family  takes 
poBsegsioa  of  "  The  Cloiatera  "  aa  a  home.  There  is  one 
nuBsionary  on  the  committee  to  which  the  management 
of  this  business  has  been  eonfidet!, — the  writer  of  theae 
pages, — who  haa  marlied  with  wonder  and  gratitude,  and 
not  UD frequently  with  ane,  the  hand  of  the  Lord  in  what 
has  come  to  pass.  As  he  movea  about  those  grounds  at  "  The 
Cloietera,"  he  recalls  deeds  of  cruel  eeyerity  which  hare  been 
enacted  there.  Proceeding  from  room  to  room,  thoughta 
are  awakened  in  his  breast  of  the  unhallowed  combinations 
that  have  been  formed  and  the  sohemea  of  evil  whiah  have 
originated  beneath  that  roof.  And  then,  as  he  looks  abroad 
on  the  splendid  panoramic  scene  that  hill  commands,  hia  eye 
resting  first  upon  the  restored  sanctuariea  heneath,  and 
then  upon  the  spot  where  the  sea  engulfed  its  pr?y,  and  filled 
with  desolation  and  grief  the  home  of  him  who  had  made 
others  desolate,  ho  sees  bow  easy  it  ia  for  the  Ruler  of  all 
things  to  make  the  devices  of  oppoaers  and  persecutors  to  be 
of  none  effect. 

But  that  which  impresses  hia  mind  above  all  is  the  strilt- 
ing  manifestation  of  retributive  providence  in  the  fact  of 
his  being  upon  that  spot,  and  for  such  a  purpose,  to  take 
posaession  of  that  property,  and  adapt  it  to  miasionary  uses. 
This  is  the  residence  of  the  man,  and  here  he  had  bis  neat 
for  many  years,  who,  in  hitter  opposition  to  those  who  were 
doing  the  Lord's  work,  suggested  the  evil  counsel,  "  Get 
rid  of  the  rooka  by  destroying  their  nests."  Out  of  that 
very  door  he  passed  to  the  meeting  where  his  evil  counsel 
prevailed.  By  a  wondrous  seriea  of  providential  dealings, 
terribly  fraught  with  judgment,  but  richly  mingled  with 
mercy,  a  Divine  hand  has  humbled  the  offender,  driven  him 
from  his  ovra  nest,  and  sent  him  forth  a  wretched  wanderer. 
Ifow  God  boB  given  the  nest  to  those  whom  the  ^icyoA  man 
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Bcomfullj  denounced  as  rooks,  aud  viho  were  left  ^helterlesa 
by  his  means.  These  despised  ones  are  made  to  occupy  the 
very  apaitments  where,  encouraging  only  thoughts  of  eiil, 
ho  nestled  with  his  young,  and  from  which  Jehovah  in 
righteous  anger  took  them  to  perish  before  the  doting 
father's  eyes.  Yes;  the  Holy  and  the  Just  One  hasactedin 
righteous  retribution  in  giving  to  the  uijured  the  nest  oi 
him  who  caused  them  to  be  cast  out  of  their  bonnes,  and  lefl 
without  a  shelter,  by  giving  the  Ahithophel-like  counsel, "  If 
youwanttoget  rid  of  the  rooks,  you  must  destroy  their  nests." 
N  B.     "  The  Cloisters  "  has  been  the  residence  of  thf 


"Wesleyai 
years. 


1  family  at  St.  Ann's  Bay  for  nearly  tiiirtv 


SIS. 

FATHER  AND  SOW. 

How  terrible  ia  passion  1   bow  our  reason 
Folia  down  before  it !  while  the  tortnied  frame, 
Like  a  ship  daeh'd  by  fierce  enconnl*r;ng  tides. 
And  of  her  pilot  spoiled,  drives  round  itud  round, 
The  sport  of  wind  and  wave. 

BAEronn. 

Ht  was  a  melancholy  termination  to  &  very  bad  life," 
was  the  remark  of  a.  friend  to  me,  rcferrinff  to  a 
paragraph  in  the  columnB  of  one  of  the  Jamaica 
newspapers  which  he  then  held  in  hia  hand.  This  was  not 
long  after  the  time  when  the  apprenticeship  system  had 
superseded,  in  that  land,  the  cruel  system  of  bondage  which 
was  so  rapidly  diminishing  the  slave  population  as  to  threaten 
the  estioction  of  the  oppressed  race  in  a  very  few  years. 

The  person  to  whom  this  remark  applied  had  been  a  prt^ 
minent  actor  in  those  events  which  marked  the  history  of 
the  colony  at  that  period  ;  especially  those  that  had  reference 
to  the  maistenance  of  slavery  and  the  persecution  of 
Ohristian  misaionaries.  And  now,  in  the  prime  of  lusty 
vigorous  life,  like  many  others  who  had  lifted  up  unholy 
hands  against  the  cause  of  Christ  and  sought  to  hinder  the 
spread  of  Hia  truth,  he  had  suddenly  dropped  into  the 
grave  by  a  casualty  which  to  those  who  regarded  not 
the  work  of  the  Lord,  nor  considered  the  operation  of  Hib 
hands,  was  only  an  accident.  But  to  many  who  knew  the 
man  and  his  history,  and  rem^niiered  how  the  face  of  the 
Lord  is  against  them  that  do  evil,  the  occuiTence  wore  a 
different  aspect,  and  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  instances 
of  providential  retribution  iu  which  the  hand  of  the  Lord 
had,  within  a  few  brief  months,  swept  away  from  life  many 
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leland,   I, 


of  those  who  had  haoded  together  to  persecute  His  bi 
and  to  baniab  religion  and  Christian  iiutructioniiom  the  la 

The  Hon.  Philip  B.  began  life  in  Jamaica  as  a  joarneymau 
etonemaeon ;  having  emigrated  from  England  to  find  en- 
ploynnent  where  he  hoped  to  meet  with  lesa  of  competitiaii, 
and  a  more  liberal  remuneration  of  hie  toil,  than  in  ha 
native  land.  He  was  not  disappointed.  A  white  n 
ekiUed  artizan  he  soon  found  employment  on  the  estates  of 
a  large  proprietor  as  a  head  mason,  with  a  slave  gang  plac«d 
under  his  direction.  In  the  course  of  time,  partly  by  looking 
well  after  his  own  interests,  and  partly  by  marriage  with  a 
lady  entitled  to  property,  he  became  himself  the  owner  of 
slaves,  and  a  landed  proprietor  on  such  a  scale  as  enabled  him 
to  mingle  with  the  proud  magnates  of  the  country,  and  tab 
his  place  in  the  legislative  assembly.  There  he  was  olwaye  to 
be  found  giving  bis  support  to  measures  of  intolerance  and 
oppression ;  while  he  gave  himself  up  to  the  licentious  and 
vicious  habits  sure  to  prevail  in  a  country  where  staverj 
has  its  home. 

Possessing  but  a  slender  portion  of  ability,  he  could  in 
public  life  only  follow  the  leading  of  others ;  and  was 
invariably  found  devoting  such  infiuence  as  he  could  wield  to 
the  side  of  evil.  For  some  years  every  act  of  the  Jamaica 
legislature  that  was  calculated  to  increase  the  burden  of 
oppression  under  which  the  tx>il-worn  slave  was  made  to  groan,  ■ 
or  that  was  intended  to  interpose  obstacles  to  the  benevolent 
labours  of  the  Christian  missionnry,  was  eustainei]  by  his 
Tote.  All  the  seditious  movements  of  the  planters,  and  their 
threats  of  renouncing  their  allegiance  to  the  British  crown, 
were  warmly  seconded  by  bim.  He  resisted  to  the  last  the 
;  iea£onable  and  equitable  proposal  to  remove  the  legal  disahi- 
.  lities  under  which  the  free  coloured  and  black  population  had 
always  been  oppressed  and  degraded,  and  refused  to  yield  to 
those  who,  notwithstanding  their  complexion,  were  in 
numerous  instances  vastly  his  superiors  in  moral  worth 
and  intellectual  power  and  acquirements,  equal  rights 
and  privileges.  He  wu  a  member  of  the  legislative 
committee  which    hj   an.^'p'ressiii^  wA  %'KWiii^  fjvdence. 
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dad  sought  to  Us  upon  missionaries  the  charg.'  of  ineti- 
gating  the  NegrJ  ineurreotion  of  1831-2  occasioned  in 
trath  hy  tlie  seditious  folly  and  violence  of  the  plautera 
themselves,  and  destined  in  the  wise  and  good  Providence 
of  God  to  give  the  death-blow  to  human  ulavery  in  the 
Britiah  empire.  He  was  always  the  weak,  willing  tool  of 
oppresevjQ  and  intolerance ;  a  man  whose  pubhc  life  was 
truckling  and  time-serviDg  from  the  beginning  to  the  end. 

He  had  one  eon  posBeseing  a  claim  to  legitimacy,  and  of 
the  orthodox  European  compleiiiOD,  whom  his  father  destined 
for  the  church,  with  a  view  to  his  being  ultimately  installed 
in  one  of  the  snug  rectories  of  the  island,  and  possibly  in 
a  well-endowed  archdeaconry  to  which,  hacked  hy  his 
father's  iuQuence  as  a  member  of  the  colonial  legislature,  he 
might  not  unreaeoiiably  aspire.  While  the  eon  was  absent 
from  home  receiving  his  education,  hia  mother  died.  During 
her  Ufe-tinie  the  husband  and  father  had, outwardly  at  least, 
paid  some  regard  to  the  decencies  and  proprieties  of  wedded 
life  ;  but  when  the  frrave  closed  over  her  njinaina,  all  restraint 
was  cast  ofi*,  and  Mr.  B.  gave  himself  up  again,  as  he  had 
done  before,  to  the  vicious  and  demoralizing  practices 
which  always  accompany  slavery.  When  the  son  arrived 
at  his  old  home  in  holy  orders,  it  was  to  find  a  state  of 
things  prevaihng  under  his  father's  roof  that  gave  a  rude 
and  painful  shock  to  the  more  refined  and  honourable  s 
raenta  awakened  within  him  during  hia  educational  cours^ 
amid  the  elevating  and  hallowing  iullueu'jes  of  a  Christian 
land. 

He  shut  his  eyes,  as  far  as  possible,  to  the  faults  of  hia 
sire,  and  interfered  only  with  gentle  remonstrances  when  rude 
and  noisy  revels,  and  the  excesses  of  a  hrutal  intemperance, 
rendered  it  impossible  to  look  on  ia  unbroken  silence.  These 
were  listened  to  at  first  without  resentment;  but,  on  repetition, 
were  spumed  as  an  impertinent  interference  with  matters 
that  did  not  concern  him,  and  gradually  led  to  angry  alterca- 
tion. Frequently  he  had  to  withdraw  from  his  father's 
table  to  avoid  being  fissoeiated  there  with  one,  the  presence  of 
whom  he  caa Id  not  but  regard  aaaiiiii6ulttott\e"[tiCTtiOT3  Qla. 
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^^Hother  whose  viiines  and  tender  love  were  his  mo-t  cherlched 
^rMcotlections.  He  hoped  th&t  hia  silent  withdrawal  fmm 
BOch  a  preaence  would  be  a  sufScii^iit  protest  against  the 
outrage  to  propriety  it  iavoWed,  aud  that  it  would  avail  lo 
correct  the  evil,  little  apprehensive  of  the  futal  conaequencps 
to  which  it  waa  destined  to  lead. 

On  one  of  these  occa^ona,  when  he  rose  to  leave  tbe 
untasted  morning  meal,  his  father  interposed,  and  commanded 
him  to  resu'.iie  bis  seat.  He  begged  to  be  excused,  and,  nitb 
all  respect  to  his  father,  stated  as  his  reason  for  wishinj  to 
withdraw  that  it  would  both  comprooiise  his  self-respeijl  as 
a  minister  of  Christ,  and  diahonour  the  memory  of  his 
virtuous  mother,  to  eat  at  liis  father's  table  with  such  a 
oompanion  as  he  had  thought  fit  to  introduce  there. 
Eiasperated  beyond  all  self-control  by  this  plain  dealing  on 
the  part  of  his  son,  Mr.  B.  struck  a  violent  blow  at  the  month 
from  whence  the  reproving  words  bad  issued,  causing  a 
oopious  How  of  blood  ;  and  followed  theyoung  man  with  bittei 
curses  and  reviling,  as  he  retired,  without  a  word  of  reply,  to 
his  own  room.  It  was  a  fatal  blow ;  not  to  him  who  received, 
but  to  him  who  gave  it.  The  father  found,  after  his  son  left 
the  room,  that  in  his  blind  fury  he  had  injured  hia  own  hand 
against  the  teeth  of  theyoung  man,  and  that  blood  was  flowing 
from  tbe  wound.  As  it  was  merely  a  scratch,  he  thought 
nothing  of  it.  But  after  a  few  hours  the  slight  wound  began  to 
exhibit  an  angry  appearance,  and  the  inflammation  increased 
and  spread  up  the  arm.  Medical  treatment  was  resorted  to 
but  it  failed  to  check  tbe  progress  of  the  evil.  Vicious 
excesses  had  corrupted  his  blood,  and  all  the  appliances 
of  science  were  baffled.  Gangrene,  mortification,  death, 
come  on  in  rapid  succession,  and  in  about  three  days  after 
the  fatal  altercation,  the  immortal  spirit  passed  to  its  unseen 
and  unchanging  destiny  :  and  another  was  added  to  the 
long  catalogue  of  these  remarkable  casaaltiet  through  which 
BO  many  of  tbe  wrong-doei  s  of  those  days  were  swept,  in  tbe 
midst  of  life  and  strength,  to  an  early  grave  by  a  violent 
death,  giving  fearful  significa'nce  to  tbe  impressive  record  of 
flolv  Writ,"HeoidBineti\i^iaMiiiNJaa%ivB*i'CaaY«afcCi>SK«" 
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Tbcb  Bpttm'il,  degraded,  trampled,  anil  opprcs: 
The  Negro  exile  laoguiah'd  Ln  the  west, 
With  nothing  left  of  life  but  bated  breath, 
And  not  a  hope  eioept  the  hope  in  death. 
To  fly  for  ever  from  the  Creole  atiand. 
And  dwell  a  freemnu  in  hia  fathers'  knd. 


MoNIti 


II^pThb  maastealer 

worthy   of  death. 


r  the  Juwiaii  law  wm  counted 
How  Htrange  ani  how  Iraught 
vith  shame  it  is  that  for  eeveml  centuries  man- 
vtealiug  should  have  formed  one  of  thn  most  important  ek- 
ments  of  British  commerce  ;  and  that  which  comprised  "  tlie 
execrable  sum  of  all  vilJanief  "  t-hould  be  Eanctioued  and 
protected  hy  the  powerful  flag  of  the  first  Protestint  ' 
country  in  the  world  ! 

It  was  manstealiug,  sanctioned  hy  British  law,  that 
founded  and  built  up  the  enormous  fortune  of  Becltford,  the 
possessor  of  Fouthill  Abbey,  and  enabled  the  proud  man  in 
wealth  and  luxury  to  rival  even,  the  powerful  occupant  of 
the  British  throne.  No  wonder  that  his  greit  wealth  soon 
wasted  into  abject  poverty;  for  He  Lad  breatlied  with 
blighting  breath  upon  it,  who  breaketh  in  pieces  the  oppres- 
sor; and  who  hath  declared  that  "  treasures  of  wicliedness 
profit  nothing." 

In  like  manner  other  aristocratic  and  wealthy  families  of 
England  have  sunk  into  comparative  obscurity  and  indi- 
gence, since  the  time  when  the  public  conscience  of  Britain 
was  awakened  to  rise  up  and  wipe  fromthe  national  escutcheon 
the  foul  blots  of  the  slave  trade  and  colonial  slavery.  The 
ample  reveoaes  that  enabled  them  once  to  tb'^bX  m  \\n.M.ri 


■S4A  KOUANCE  OF  THE   MISSION  TIELU, 

L  Kid  splendour  were  largely  derived  from  the  wickedness  of 
'  man -stealing,  and  the  forced,  unrei^uited  toil  of  the  scourged 
and  fettertd  slave;  and  they  were  as  foully  stained  with 
crime  and  blood  as  ever  were  the  gains  of  the  highway 
plnnderer  and  the  midnight  aBsasain.  When  all  their  pros- 
perity was  blighted,  it  was  only  the  fulfilment  of  the  Divine 
counsel  which  declares,  "  Wealth  gotten  by  vanity  shall  be 
diminished." 

Truth  is  sometimes  stranger  than  fiction.  The  faithful 
delineation  of  real  occurrences  will  sometimes  produce  a 
picture  wliicb  the  boldest  writer  of  romance  would  scarcely 
venture  to  indite,  if  it  were  the  mere  creation  of  his  fancy. 
The  legitimate  boundaries  of  truth  are  sufiiciently  compre- 
hensive to  contain  much  that  is  wonderful  and  apparently 
improbable.  The  vJcissitudeB  and  sufferings  of  many  a  life 
in  the  realm  of  slavedom  would  rival,  in  startling  incidents 
and  thrilling  interest,  those  tales  of  the  imagination 
which  have  harrowed  the  feelings  and  powerfully  stirred  up 
the  Benaibilities  of  a  multitude  of  persons,  who  never  knew 
what  it  was  to  drop  a  tear  of  sympathy  over  the  real  suffer- 
ings of  fellow  creatures  enduring  a  lot  of  constant 
anguish  and  woe.  The  following  narrative  contains  nothing 
of  tbe  merely  imaginary  :  it  is  a  tale  of  real  Ufe. 

When  the  writer  first  arrived  in  Jamaica  in  1831, 
was  in  tbe  society  at  Wesley  chapel,  Kingston,  then  und( 
the  pastoral  care  of  the  Rev.  Peter  Duncan,  a  black  man 
known  by  the  name  of  Edward  Donlan.  He  was  a  slave 
belonging  to  a  builder  in  large  business  in  the  city,  whose 
name  was  Anderson,  and  who  had  tbe  reputation  of  being 
a  kind  and  indulgent  master.  Mr.  Anderson  held  a 
large  ownership  in  the  sinews  and  muscles  of  men,  women, 
and  children.  His  extensive  business  required  that  he 
tthouid  Iiave  several  large  slave-gangs  to  fill  the  various 
departments  of  labour  comprehended  in  the  numerous 
tuilding  contracts  into  which  he  entered.  Edward 
Donlan,  though  Anderson's  slave,  belonged  to  none  of  these 
labouring  gangs.  He  itas  neither  carpenter  uor  mason, 
nor   V/3S   he   an   artisan   of  any   kind.     He   occupied  the 
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pDsitioQ  of  a  cleik  or  accoantant,  and  kept  all  the  books 
pertainiDg  t  j  the  basiuess,  which,  kis  master,  who  had  riaen 
from  a  humble  poEition  in  life,  was  unable  to  keep  himself. 
It  was  one  of  those  cases  in  which  the  slave  was  in  intellectual 
power  and  acquirements  euperior  to  the  man  who  claimed 
him  as  hia  "property." 

Donlan  was  for  some  years  united  to  the  Methodist  Society, 
and  was  one  of  the  moat  steady  and  consistent  members  of  the 
class  to  which  he  belonged.  Ewery  Sabbath  morning  at  an 
early  hour  he  might  be  seen  in  the  chapel,  eariiestiy  and 
humbly  listening  to  the  Christian  connsels  addressed  to  him 
hy  bis  class-leader.  His  skin  was  of  the  darkest  African 
type, — a  pure  jet.  From  bis  eye  gleamed  the  light  of  an 
intellect  whose  powers  had  been  awakened  and  developed,  as 
they  only  can  be,  by  a  process  of  education.  But  there  was 
always  to  beperceived  about  him  an  air  of  sadness  approaching 
to  melancholy.  He  was  scarcely  ever  sean  to  smile,  and 
moved  about  with  a  degree  of  eedateness  and  gravity  that 
appeared  to  indicate  a  loud  of  sorrow  always  resting  upon  the 
mind.  During  religious  worship  he  sat  and  listened  with 
devout  attention,  hut  seemed  not  to  join  in  the  singing ;  or, 
if  he  did  so  at  all,  it  was  in  a  very  quiet  and  subdued  manner. 
His  sorrowful  deportment,  combined  with  the  superior 
intelligence  indicated  both  in  his  countenance  and  conver- 
sation, could  not  fail  to  arrest  the  attention  of  those  whose  pas- 
toral duty  required  them,  once  in  every  quaiter  of  the  year,  to 
apeak  with  him  on  matters  relating  to  the  welfare  of  his 
soul,  and  give  him  religious  counsel  and  advice.  When 
questioned  concerning  his  former  history,  he  unfolded  a  tale 
of  painful  vicissitudes  that  sufficiently  accounted  for  the 
gloom  and  sadness  by  which  he  was  generally  charaeteriiied. 
£oru  of  parints  who  occupied  an  exalted  position  in  his 
native  land,  he  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  man^stealer ; 
and,  forcibly  borne  away  from  friends  and  home,  he  had, 
after  suffering  all  the  horrors  of  the  middle  passage, 
been  consigned  to  the  misery  and  degradation  of  slavery  in 
a  foreign  land. 

The  African  name  of  Edward  Donlan  was  towa.  ft«« 
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Sadiki.  He  wan  born  at  Timbuctoo,  and  brought  up  in  Q«iielu 
His  father  a  tiama  was  Kara  Mouaa,  ScUerif;  the  litter 
word  denotingf,  "  of  a  noble  fomily."  His  grandfather  IWed 
in  the  country  of  Timbuctoo  and  Geneb,  and  waa  the  son(^ 
Ibrahim,  the  founder  of  )iis  race  in  the  country  of  Geneh. 
His  father  bad  four  brothers,  named  Aderiza,  Abdrinan, 
Mfihomet,  and  Abou  Beor.  After  the  death  of  his  grand- 
father, tbcBti  uncles  of  his  disagreed  amoog  themcelves  and 
were  scattered  in  differmt  parts  of  Soudan.  Aileriza  wtnt 
to  the  country  of  Mor^-^ina,  where  he  dwelt  for  a  Httle  time; 
after  tliat  be  removed  over  the  river  and  dwelt  in  Geneb, 
and  married  a  daughter  of  Maroulbaide  Abou  Beer.  Abdri- 
man  went  to  the  country  of  Cong,  and  married  the  daughter 
of  Samer  Ali,  the  lord  of  that  land.  Mahumet  went 
to  the  country  of  Gonnah,  and  married  the  daughter  of  tiie 
kiDgof  Gonnah.  Abou  Beer  remained  in  the  country  of  Tim- 
buctoo. His  father,  Kara  Mousa,  frequently  travelled  to 
the  country  of  Ca^sina  and  Bournoo,  where  he  married.  He 
returned  with  bis  wife  io  Timbuctoo,  aud  there  Abou 
Beer  Sadiki  was  born. 

Great  attention  was  paid  to  his  education  when  he  viai 
boy.  When  be  was  about  two  years  old,  his  father  thought 
much  abont  his  brothers,  and  grieved  over  the  family  dis- 
BensiiinB  that  bad  caused  their  separation ;  and  he  re- 
solved  to  visit  them,  and  renew  the  friendly  intercourse 
so  painfully  interrupted.  Accompanied  by  a  numeroiu 
retiriue  of  aervanta,  the  family  of  Kara  Mo\isa  first  took 
their  journey  to  Geneb,  From  thence  they  proceeded  tu 
Cong,  and  thence  to  Gonnab,  where  they  took  up  their 
abode  and  remained  for  the  purposes  of  trade.  lu  Gonuab  the 
servants  (slavcB)  gathered  a  quantity  of  gold  for  their  ma -ter; 
for  there  is  a  great  deal  ef  gold  obtained  in  that  country, 
from  the  wildcrneas  down  to  the  river-side,  also  from  the 
rocks.  They  crush  the  stones  to  dust,  and  put  them  into 
a  vessel  of  watir,  when  the  gold  separates  and  sinks 
down,  and  the  dust  floats.  Then  they  purify  the  metil 
and  make  it  ready  for  use.  Buriug  his  residence  in  that 
country  his  father  coUectci  4  \as%6  op's.tv'u.Vj  tS.  %Oui.  ■»)&. 
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silver;  some  of  which  he  sent  to  his  father-in-law,  Ali  Ago 
Mahomed  Tassere,  in  the  country  of  Bournoo  and  CaEsioa. 
He  also  sent,  as  a,  present,  horEes,  mules,  and  rich  eilks 
obtained  from  Egypt- 
While  they  were  residing  ia  Gonnah,  his  father  caught  the 
bad  fever  and  died,  and  was  buried  there.  All  this  took 
place  while  he,  Abou  Beer  Sadiki,  was  a  young  child :  and 
these  particulars  concerning  his  family  he  obtained  from 
his  uncle B.  After  his  father's  death  he  returned  to 
Timbuctoo.  He  acquired  the  knowledge  of  the  Alcoran  in 
Oonuah,  where  there  were  many  teachers  for  young  people. 
The  names  of  the  several  masters  from  whom  he  received 
instruction  were  Abondonlaki,  a  Eon  of  Ali  Aga ;  Mabumed 
Wadiwaboo;  Mahomed  Ali  Mustapha;  Ibrahim  son  of 
TuBBuf,  a  native ;  and  Ibrahim  son  of  Abon  Nassau  from 
Pootatoroo.  These  were  all  tmder  the  direction  of  a  head 
master,  the  son  of  Ali  Aga  Mahomed  TufTosere.  It  was  thus 
he  had  received  an  education  such  as  only  the  members  of 
noble  families  could  aspire  to,  and  which  was  intemled  to 
prepare  him  to  take  his  place  amongst  the  highest  claes  of 
people  in  his  own  country.  Instead  of  that  he  had  been 
violently  torn  away  from  his  home,  and  sunk  into  the 
miserable  condition  of  a  slave,  subject  abi^olutely  to  the  will 
of  another,  and  not  able  to  call  his  time  or  his  body  or  his 
soul  hia  own. 

About  five  years  after  the  death  of  his  father,  he  felt  a 
strong  desire  to  go  to  Gonnah,  and  visit  his  father's  grave. 
His  teachifT,  who  had  himself  and  several  other  youths  in 
charge,  not  only  gave  his  consent,  but  volunteered  to 
accompany  him  on  the  journey  to  Gonnah,  and  also  to  take 
with  him  his  other  scholars,  all  of  vvhom  belonged  to  noble 
families,  to  bear  them  company.  Alter  much  fatigue  they 
urived  at  Cong,  and  from  thence  went  on  to  Gonnah, 
"  where,"  he  said,  "  we  stopped  two  years,  as  we  considered 
the  place  a  home,  and  we  had  a  good  deal  of  property  there," 
About  two  yeajB  after  their  arrival  in  Gonnah,  the 
teacher  had  occasion  to  take  a  journey  to  Agi,  leaving  all 
hie pupih  in  the  care  of  Abou  Beer  Sadiki.'RUBc\e 'A  GomvsJa. 
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Very  sliortly  after  hia  departure,  a  war  uneipectly  LrnkB 

out    between  Alidengara,   fche   king  of  Buntuco,  and  tbe 

king  of  Gonaab.     The  latter  monarch  being  worsted  iu  tb 

conlllet,  Abdengara'a  army,  after  great  slaughter,  took  posea- 

eion  of  the  capital  or  chief  town  of  Gonnah.     Some  of  thf 

inhabitants  of  the  captured  town  Hed,  and  endeavoured  to 

mske  their  escape  to  Cong;  but  they  failed  in  the  attempt, 

and  were  captured  by  the  victorious  party.     Amongst  the 

unfortunate  ones  was  Abou  Beer  Sadiki,  with  several  of  Lis 

fellow   atudenta-     The  prisonera  were   treated  with  greit 

harahnesa    by    their    conquerors.     Abou    Beer    Saditi  wm 

stripped,  end  firmly  tied  with  a  cord  to  prevent  his  escape; 

I    and  then,  with  a  heavy  load  which  he  was  compelled  to 

■  ~Qairy,  was  marched  with  others  of  his  fellow  captives  iata 

I  the  country  of  Buntuco.     From  thence,  with  many  nnbappf 

r  ones  like  himeelf,  he  was  taken  to  Cumasi,  where  the  king 

of  Ashanti  ruigned,     Subatquently  he  was  conducted  first  to 

Assicuma,  then  to  Agimaca,  which  is   the  comitry  of  ths 

Fanteea,  and  from  thence  to  the  town  of  Dago,  by  the  aea- 

' .  lide.     All  the  way,  in  these  long  journeys,  he  had  to  travd 

I  on  foot,  bearing  a  heavy  burden  on    his  head,  and  a  still 

I  heavier  one  on  his  heart :  for  it  was  a  very  great  sorrow  to 

him  thus  to  be  torn  away  from  his  own  country,  and  from 

all  his  beloved  kindred  and  friends. 

At  Dago  he  was  "  sold  to  the  Christians ! "  "What  a  aid 
dishonour  to  Christianity  that  men,  bearing  thid  saored 
designation,  should  touch  &  traffic  founded  in  robbery  and 
murder,  and  comprehending  within  itself  all  kinds  of  crime 
and  wickedness  !  Yet  so  it  was !  "  Sold  to  the  Christians," 
to  be  degraded,  plundered,  flogged,  and  worked  into  the 
grave,  has  been  the  sad  fate  of  uutold  millions  of  Africa's 
children  I  Poor  broken-hearted  Abou  was  purchased  on  the 
coast  by  the  captain  of  one  of  the  slave-ships,  and  delivered 
over  to  the  care  of  the  sailors,  with  others  who  shared  hil 
wretchedness.  The  boat  immediately  pushed  off,  and  he  wM 
soon  on  hoard  one  of  those  floating  hells  over  whichfor  so  many 
years  waved  the  ensign  of  Britain,  protecting  the  most  hoy 
rible  wickediies8tWtwas^ft"t^e\.iai.fei'i^i'0a\ft»i.n.-*MasKi'^ij(n.. 
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The  slave  ship  I  Think  of  a  vessel  built  for  quick  suling 
and  without  tha  slightest  reference  to  the  comrort  of  the 
'  poor  ci'eatures  she  is  to  receive  as  cargo !  Then  think  of  six 
or  seven  hundred  human  beings  huddled  together,  without 
any  regard  to  the  distinction  of  sex-es,  and  so  closely  stowed 
that  there  is  no  possibility  of  their  lying  down  or  changing 
their  position  night  or  day.  They  are  carried  in  this  way  a 
TOyageof  two  or  three  months' duration,  their  only  relief  being 
the  death  of,  perhaps,  a  fourth  of  the  cargo,  and  the  removal 
of  their  dead  bodies,' — ^oruelly  aud  foully  murdered, — thus 
iffordiiief  to  the  survivors  a  little  more  room  to  move  their 
cramped  and  wasted  limbs. 

It  was  into  one  of  these  horrible  receptacles  of  stolen 
human  cargo  that  this  youth, — for  he  had  not  yet  ripened 
into  manhuod, — bora  of  the  noblest  in  the  land,  was 
received.  It  is  not  at  all  Hurpriaing  that  one  who  became 
acquainted  with  the  sufferer  and  his  history  after  he  had 
spent  thirty  years  in  wretched  slavery;  and  who  took  a  lively 
intercGt  in  measures  to  obtain  his  freedom  from  bondage,  and 
get  hiiu  returned  to  his  own  native  Africa,  should  express 
himself  in  such  language  as  the  following; — 

"Without  going  into  any  discuBeions  of  an  aiitt-slavery 
description,  by  what  name  under  heaven  that  is  compatible 
with  mo(3eratton,  that  is  musical  to  ears  polite,  must  that 
aystem  be  called  by,  which  sanctioned  the  stealing  away  of 
a  person  like  this,  as  much  a  nobleman  in  his  own  country 
as  any  titled  chief  is  in  ours,  and  in  his  way,  without  dis- 
paragement to  the  EngUsh  noble,  as  suitably  educated  for 
his  rank  p  Fancy  one  of  the  scions  of  our  nobility,  a  son  of 
one  of  our  war-chiefs — Lord  Londonderry  for  example — 
educated  at  Oxford,  and,  in  the  course  of  his  subsequent 
travels,  unfortunately  falling  into  the  hands  of  African 
robbers,  and  being  carried  into  bondage.  Fancy  the  poor 
youth  marched  in  the  common  slave  coffle  to  the  first 
market  place  on  the  coast.  He  ia  exposed  for  sale.  Nobody 
inquires  whether  he  is  a  patrician  or  a  plebeian :  nobody 
cares  whether  he  is  ignorant  or  enhghtened :  it  is  enough 
tiat  be  has  tbewa  and  sinews  for  a  Ufe  o!  \a.\)C(>u  'm^^iWk*^ 
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reward.  Follow  him  to  the  alftve-Bhip.  He  survwes  tte 
paesage,  and  has  seen  the  fifth  part  of  hia  comrades  peiiib 
OS  the  voyage.  Ho  is  landed  on  eome  distant  island,  where 
he  is  doomed  to  hopeless,  interminable  slavery.  The  brutil 
scramble  for  the  slaves  has  ceased;  he  ia  dragged  away  li; 
his  new  master ;  but  not  before  he  »  branded  with  a  heated 
iron,  which  may  only  sear  hia  flesh,  while  the  bon  brand  ot 
slavery — the  burning  thought  of  endless  bondage — enten 
into  his  soul." 

After  three  months  of  inconceivable  wretchedness  at  wi| 
the  vessel  to  which  Abou  Beer  had  been  consigned  arrivBd 
at  Eingaton,  Jamaica  ;  where  the  horrible  traifie  in  hiunu 
beings  was  still  flourishing.  It  fell  to  the  lot  of  the  pool 
youth  Abou  to  become  the  slave  of  Mr.  AnderEon,  the 
builder,  who  never  treated  him  with  harshness  or  crueltj, 
But  his  soul  was  always  bowed  down  to  the  earth  with  the 
sense  of  unutterable  degradation  and  wrong, — wrong  to 
which  he  could  see  no  termination  in  this  life.  There  mi 
no  prospect  before  him  but  of  incessant  misery  and  suffering 
and  unrequited  toil,  until  death  should  bring  the  only  relief 
that  appeared  to  be  poEsihle. 

In  his  intercourse  with  his  fellow  slaves,  Edward  Donlan 
— for  duoh  was  the  name  that  had  been  bestowed  upon  him  by 
his  owner — discovered  that  some  of  those  with  whom  he  was 
associated  derived  great  comfort,  in  their  sorrowful  and 
degraded  condition,  from  attending  upon  the  ordinances  u( 
religion  at  the  Methodist  chapel.  Hearing  them  sing  the 
hymns  they  learnt  there,  and  speak  of  the  grand  truths 
proclaimed  by  the  ministers,  first  induced  him  to  go  and 
hear  for  himself  the  preaching  of  which  others  were  so  fre- 
quently talking  in  his  presence.  He  had  learnt  the  Englieb 
language  sufficiently  to  enable  him  to  understand  what  he 
heard  from  the  pulpit  better  than  many  others ;  and  lie  did 
not  hear  in  vain.  His  mind  and  heart  were  brought  under 
the  influence  of  Goapel  truth  to  some  extent ;  and  be  uuited 
himself  with  the  church,  enjoying  a  comfortable  hope  of 
rest  and  life  in  the  better  world  to  come. 

Bat  he  never  came  wi  "owwi^i.  ■oniet  VJob  -^-^tt  til  t<3tv 
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SB  entirely  to  overcome  the  Borrow  induced  by  the  great  and 
terrible  change  that  had  come  upon  him,  and  banish  the 
fondly  cherisbed  recollections  of  bis  native  land,  and  the 
kiodred  and  friende  from  whom  he  had  been  so  cruelly  severed. 
He  wa9  very  punctual  in  attending  religious  ordinances 
whenever  his  enslaved  condition  permitted  him  to  do  so; 
and  he  always  entered  devoutly  and  intelligently  into  the 
servioea  of  the  sanctuary ;  but  he  was  the  reverse  of  demon- 
BtrativH  in  all  things  that  pertained  to  religion.  It  was  only 
when  he  was  questioned  by  his  class-leader  or  minister,  that 
he  spoke  of  his  religious  viewe  and  feelings.  Then  he 
would  dwell  upon  the  great  comfort  which  religion  brought 
to  his  wounded  spirit,  and  tell  how  he  was  looking  to  heaven 
as  the  rest  from  toil  and  trouble  which  God  hath  prepared 
for  them  that  love  Him.  Speaking  once  in  sorrowful  accents 
of  hia  unhappy  lot  as  a  slave,  fae  said,  "  I  have  none  to 
thank  but  those  that  brought  me  here.  But  praise  be  to 
God,  who  has  every  thing  in  Hia  power  to  do  as  He  thinks 
good ;  and  no  man  can  remove  whatever  burthen  he  chooses 
to  put  on  us.  Nothing  shall  fall  on  us  except  what  He  shall 
ordain.  He  is  our  Lord,  and  ht  all  that  believe  in  Him  put 
their  trust  in  Him." 

On  another  occasion,  speaking  of  hia  parents  and  kindred, 
and  referring  to  their  Mussulman  belief  and  practice,  he 
eaid,  "  They  do  not  drink  wine  nor  spirits,  as  it  is  held  an 
abomination  bo  to  do.  They  do  not  associate  with  any 
that  warship  idols,  or  profane  the  Lord's  name,  or  do  dis- 
honour to  their  parents,  or  commit  murder,  or  bear  false 
witness,  or  who  are  covetous,  proud,  or  boastful.  They  were 
particularly  careful  in  the  education  of  their  children,  and 
in  their  behaviour.  But  I  am  loet  to  all  these  advantages. 
Since  my  bondage  I  am  become  corrupt ;  and  I  beg 
Almighty  Qod  to  lead  me  into  the  path  that  is  proper  for 
me  J  for  He  atone  knows  the  secrets  of  my  heart,  and  what 
I  am  in  need  of." 

Soon  after  he  came  into  Mr.  Anderson's  possession  it 
was  discovered  that  he  was  not  the  dull,  ignorant  being 
that  man^  of  bis  companions  in  bondage  wtte,     tA  fesh 


BOMAffOK  OP  THE    MISSION  FIELD. 

he  was  put  to  porform  any  menial  duties  in  which  his  ecn 
vices  happened  to  be  required  about  the  premiaes  of  hia 
master ;  but  accident  brought  to  tight  the  fact  that  the 
young  A&ican  was  very  skilful  in  the  use  of  tha  pen,  and 
clever  in  all  questions  of  figures,  solving  difhciilt  arithmetical 
problems  with  great  facility.  He  was  observed  to  bo 
frequently  engaged  in  writing  ;  but  it  was  in  characters  thai; 
none  about  him  could  understand.  When  he  had  learnt  to 
speak  the  language  of  the  country  he  bad  been  brought  to, 
and  could  enter  into  conversation  with  those  about  bim, 
a,!though  he  volunteered  no  information,  yet,  in  answer  to 
inquiries  addressed  to  him,  it  became  known  that  he  had 
been  apersonofsome  consideration  in  hisown  country,  and  had 
been  favoured  with  educational  advantages  of  a  superior  kind. 
The  master  into  whose  hands  he  had  fallen  was  a  rising 
man  ia  the  country.  His  business,  small  at  first,  was 
assuming  greatly  enlarged  proportions.  Unable  himself, 
having  been  favoured  with  slender  advantages  of  education 
in  his  early  days,  to  do  much  in  the  way  of  hook-keeping,  he 
soon  began  to  avail  himself  of  the  superior  knowledge  and 
ability  possessed  by  his  slave,  Edward  Donlan ;  and  the 
management  of  all  the  books  and  accounts  pertaining  to  the 
business  gradually  fell  into  bis  hands.  Although  bs  under- 
stood the  English  language,  ajid  could  speak  it  correctly,  he 
could  not  so  readily  write  the  language  ;  but  perfectly  fami- 
liar with  Arabic,  and  able  to  write  it  in  beautiful  style,  ho 
adopted  tbe  plan  of  keeping  all  his  master's  books  and 
accounts  iu  that  language.  For  many  years  the  slave  knew 
far  more  of  the  detaib  of  the  business  than  the  master  him* 
self.  The  books  were  sometimes  exhibited  to  strangers  as  a 
curiosity,  and  many  marvelled  at  their  beauty ;  regarding 
with  pitying  eyes  the  dark,  sorrowful-looking  man  who  was 
capable  of  such  handiwork.  When  the  acciiunts  had  to  be 
sent  out  to  parties  indebted  to  the  hrm,  it  was  an  easy 
matter  for  the  slave-clerk,  with  the  assist-inoe  of 
amanuensis,  to  turn  the  Arabic  into  English.  Thus,  for 
thirty  years,  the  large  growing  busineas  went  on,  perfeok 
oonfidence  e!:isting  between  the  master  and  his  slave. 
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For  all  trbis  faithful  and  TalnaHe  serrice  what  did  the 
yoaa^  African  noble  receive  ia  the  nay  of  remaneratioii  P 
Just  what  was  given  to  those  who  had  no  abiStf  for  any 
thing  hut  to  wield  the  hoe, — a  poor  eomfortless  shelter  in 
the  N^ro  quarters,  a  suit  or  two  of  coarse  garments  in  the 
year,  and  a  bare  sapply  of  the  commonest  kind  of  food ;  in 
fact,  the  wages  of  a  horse,  just  wha.t  was  absolutely  necessary 
to  anstain  life  and  keep  him  up  to  the  duty  that  hia  master's 
interests  required  at  his  hands.  True,  Mr,  Anderson  did 
not  Euperadd  to  all  this,  as  many  slave-owners  did,  the 
frequent  application  of  the  scourge  and  the  gyves,  and  the 
interposition  of  his  authority  to  keep  his  stave  from  obtain- 
ing religious  instruction,  and  binder  his  praying  and  breathing 
Ms  Borrows  to  the  throne  of  God.  Nor  did  he  do  this  with, 
any  of  his  slaves.  Therefore  Mr.  Anderson  enjoyed  the 
leputation  of  being  a  kind  and  indulgent  slave-master.  If 
ever  it  was  true  in  all  the  world,  it  is  true  of  even  the 
Ibest  of  slaveholders,  "  The  tender  mercies  of  the  wicked  are 

For  thirty  long  years,  poor  kidnapped  Abou  Beer  Sadiki 
I  cherished  food  remembrances  of  the  sunny  home  from  which 
'he  had  been  stolen,  and  nursed  hia  sorrow  in  secret.  Few 
can  understand  bow  dense  was  the  darkness  resting  upon  that 
wounded  spirit  through  all  this  protracted  period, — darkness 
somewhat  lessened  by  the  blessed  hopes  inspired  by  the 
Gospel  that  he  heard  at  the  Methodist  chapel,  where  it  was 
hia  chief  delight  to  attend.  At  length  the  time  came  when 
a  new  and  cheering  light  began  to  fall  across  the  path  that 
lay  before  him.  The  Christian  philanthropy  of  Britain 
had  risen,  in  its  irresistible  might,  to  assail  the  stronghold 
of  the  oppressors,  and  the  cruel  system  that  plundered  and 
wasted  nearly  a  million  of  human  beings,  under  the  sanction 
of  British  law,  was  tottering  to  its  fall.  Under  the  powerful 
impulse  of  public  opinion,  King,  L  ords,  and  Commons  had  agreed 
to  sweep  away  for  ever  the  curse  that  constituted  Fngland's 
greatest  sin  and  shame.  Whispers  about  freedom,  the  utterance 
of  which  had  hitherto  been  regarded  and  dealt  with  as  a  capital 
CEun^  began  to  circulate  ireely  ;  aa/d  booh  t\ieiQ  was  te^^Ss^^i^ 
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through  all  the  land,  wheu  it  could  no  longer  be  C0Dceal«d 
that  the  day  of  redemption  was  drawing  nigh,  and  that  Vtit 
time  had  been  fixed  by  the  gorerniuent  at  home,  when 
liberty  should  be  proclaimed  throughout  the  land,  anj 
slavery,  after  a  few  yeara  of  probationary  servitude,  should 
be  finally  done  away. 

To  Abou  Beer,  these  glad  tidings  of  great  joy  to  multi- 
tudes appeared  to  bring  but  a  small  degree  of  gladness ;  fat 
hope  had  almost  died  within  him.  Hia  spirit,  braiaed  utd 
crushed  beneath  the  weight  of  woe  that  had  been  presoog 
upon  it  for  thirty  years,  seemed  to  have  lost  every  thing 
Uhe  elasticity,  and  to  be  incapable  of  rising  from  ita  pnt- 
tration.  He  remained  quiet,  passive,  and  gloomy,  aa  be  hid 
been  before,  amid  the  preparations  for  the  great  event  d 
emancipation  which  gladdened  so  many  hearts  around  bla. 
Snt  the  Lord,  in  His  gracious  Providence,  was  raising  up  far 
him  an  active  and  powerful  friend. 

Amongat  other  arrangements  considered  needftd  for  Hit 
proper  carrying  out  of  the  important  act  for  the  abolition  of 
colonial  slavery,  was  the  appointment  of  R'ipendiary  msgi>- 
trates,  to  be  seat  out  from  England,  by  whom  the  newlw 
ahonld  be  cbieRy  adminifitered,  A  consideralile  nambei  of 
gentlemen  were  selected  for  this  purpose,  whose  position  id 
life,  character,  and  education,  marked  them  out  ae  anittUe 
for  the  important  trust  that  was  to  be  confided  to  them.  It 
would  occupy  too  much  space,  and  scarcely  be  in  accordance 
with  the  design  of  this  paper,  to  ivM  how  many  of  theM 
escellent  and  noble-minded  men  were  worried  out  of  life,  or 
compelled  to  quit  their  office  in  disgust,  by  the  vile  con- 
Bpiracies  of  the  slaveholding  faction.  Facilities  for 
annoying  and  worrying  the  stipendiary  magistrates  vicn 
designedly  afforded  to  evil-minded  men,  by  the  pro-slavery 
colonial  legislature,  in  framing  and  passing  the  local  abolitioa 
act.  They  were  compelled  to  pass  the  law  to  abolish  alavery, 
or  forfeit  all  claim  to  a  share  of  the  compensation  money- 
But  in  doing  it,  they  stadied  to  render  the  position  of  the 
new  magistrates  as  difliciilt  and  disagreeable  as  possible,  and 
ID  terposed  aa  many  o\iat&c\fta  aa  ftwj  co\ii  'vi  Sxov-Aa  "Cofc  ^tm 
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magiBtrates  in  the  performance  of  their  duty.     Some  of  theee 
men  who  gave  noble  promiae  of  usefulness  speedily  sank  iato 
disappointment,   ajid 
their  loss.     Others, 
ad  opposition,  and  the 
relinquished 
and  disgust. 


grave,    wora   out    by   perplexity, 
trouble;    leaving  fumiliea   to    mourn 
ituiBble  to  endure  the  unceasing  worry  ai 
Tulgarinsolence  to  which  they  w 
their  appointments,  and  returned  hoi 

Amongst  the  latter  was  Dr.  Madden,  the  accomplished 
.Kutbor  of  a  book  of  "Travels  in  the  East,"  who  had 
accepted  the  appointment  in  the  hope  of  being  useful  to 
a  suffering  class  of  his  fellow-men.  Dr.  Madden  was  a 
gentleman  and  a  scholar,  a  man  of  taient  and  research,  who 
liad  travelled  extensively  both  in  Europe  and  in  the  East. 
As  the  most  important  of  all  these  magisterial  appointments 
in  Jamaica,  Dr.  Madden  bad  been  selected  by  the  govenior, 
because  of  his  distingoished  abilities  and  acquirements,  to  be 
the  stipendiary  magistrate  at  Kingston,  the  commercial 
capital  of  the  colony.  But  he  found  the  position  one  of 
great  difficulty,  and  was  exposed  to  so  much  insult  and 
opposition,  which  the  law  gave  him  no  power  to  hold  in 
clieck,  that,  after  filhng  the  office  one  year,  he  resigned  it, 
and  returned  to  England,  to  the  regret  of  all  who  were  con- 
cerned in  seeing  justice  done  to  the  long  oppressed  race. 
After  hia  return  from  Jamaica  Dr.  Madden  published  a  series 
of  letter?,  written  during  his  residence  there,  in  two  volumes, 
entitled,  "Twelve  Months'  Residence  in  the  West  Indies." 
The  letters  are  written  in  alively.anil  attractive  style,  and  give 
varied  information  concerning  the  West  Indies  ;  particularly 
of  Jamaica  and  his  connesiou  with  that  island.  The  pubhca- 
tion,  now  out  of  print,  possesses  value,  as  showing  the 
condition  of  things  and  the  state  of  public  feeling  in  Jamaica, 
when  the  memorable  Emancipation  Act  began  to  take 
effect.* 

It  was  during  Dr.  Madden's  administration  in  Kingston, 
that  Mr.  Anderson  presented  himself  at  the  office  of  the 
Special  magistrate,  accompanied  by  Edward  Donlan,  for  the 

•  jSeo  Note  at  the  end  of  ttia  pftpei- 
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purpose  of  having  hia  slave  snom  as  a  constable  on  hii 
master's  property,  in  accordance  with  the  new  law  that  «u 
about  to  substitute  the  apprenticcsliip  of  the  Negroes  in  the 
stead  of  slavery.  Dr.  Madden,  being  himself  an  Oiientil 
scholar,  was  surprised  to  eee  this  grave-looking  Negro,  in 
vrhose  external  appearance  there  was  little  to  diettngaiEb  him 
from  many  others  who  came  on  a  similar  errand,  except  an 
unusual  sobriety  and  an  air  of  intelltgencB  not  common  to 
them,  signing  his  name  in  well-written  Arabic ;  not  u 
Edward  Sonlan,  the  name  given  by  the  master,  but  "AboD 
Beer  Sadiki."  The  interest  he  took  in  all  Oriental  matten, 
and  the  unusual  circumEtance  of  one  in  Donlas's  conditioD 
being  acquainted  with  Arabic,  and  able  to  write  it  in  rery 
superior  style,  induced  the  magistrate  to  enter  into  conver- 
sation  with  him,  and  question  him  concerning  lus  foimn 
history.  Hit  intelligent  replies  satisfied  Dr.  Madden  that 
he  had  before  him  a  case  of  more  than  ordinary  interest ;  but 
he  could  not  there,  upon  the  bench,  and  eurrounded  by  » 
busy,  bustling  crowd,  enter  no  fully  into  the  matter  as  be 
resolved  to  do  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 

The  following  day  Donlan,  at  the  request  of  Dr.  Madden, 
attended  upon  him  at  his  awn  house,  and  gave  him  all  the 
particulars  of  his  former  life,  as  recorded  substantially  in 
tbe  preceding  pages.  Afterwards  he  gave  him  his  histo^ 
written  in  Arabic,  a  translation  of  which,  by  Dr.  Madden, 
was  subsequently  published  in  several  of  the  island  news- 
papers. Tbe  doctor,  who  bad  conceived  a  great  friendship 
for  the  kidnapped  Donlau,  said  concerning  bim,  "He 
became  a  frequent  visitor  at  my  house  in  bis  master's  leisure 
time.  I  found  the  geographical  part  of  bis  story  quite 
correct ;  and  I  soon  discovered  that  his  attainments  as  an 
Arabic  scholar  were  the  least  of  bis  merits.  I  found  him  a 
person  of  excellent  conduct,  of  great  discernment  and 
discretion.  I  think,  if  I  wanted  advice  on  any  important 
matter,  in  which  it  required  extreme  prudence  and  a  high 
sense  of  moral  rectitude  bo  qualify  the  possessor  to  give 
counsel,  I  would  as  soon  have  recourse  to  the  advice  of  this 
poor  Negro  as  any  ■geiwi'Q.T.Vtin's;' 
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.Among  the  provisions  of  the  law  changing  the  etate  of 
'the  slaves  to  that  of  apprentices  for  a  term,  of  years,  there 
was  an  arracgement  which  gave  the  apprentices  a  right, 
on  a  fair  valuation,  of  buying  out  the  unexpired  term  of  their 
bondage.  It  was  an  objectionable  part  of  this  arrangement 
that  it  was  not  left  to  the  special  magistratea,  but  local 
|>lanter  and  merchant  magistrates  iveie  to  be  called  in  to  assist 
'  in  the  appraisement.  This  was  a  cause  of  endless  trouble 
1  and  difBculty ;  for,  open  as  they  were  to  all  sorts  of  local 
inflaence,  and  able  to  interpose  the  most  unreasonable 
obstaclee,  it  was  very  seldom  that  these  cases  could  he 
brought  to  a  fair  and  equitable  settlement.  Moreover,  the 
arrangement  waa  such  as  to  make  all  the  excellences  of 
character  and  conduct  belonging  to  the  apprentice  work  for 
his  disadvantage.  A  worthlees  slave  or  apprentice  could  get 
his  liberty  on  comparatively  easy  terms  ;  but  the  good  and 
faithful  found  that  their  excellent  quahties  were  made  by 
a  crude  and  unjust  law  the  chief  barriers  to  their  freedom. 
The  better  the  slave  the  more  valuable  he  became  to  hia 
employer,  and  the  larger  the  sum  required  for  his  liberty. 

Dr.  Madden  became  so  interested  in  his  slave  friend 
Donlan,  that  he  resolved  to  effect  his  immediate  freedom, 
and  assist  him  to  return  to  the  home  from  which  he  had 
■been  so  wrongfully  torn  away.  But  this  difficulty  stared 
him  in  the  face.  He  knew  that  Donlan's  services  were 
invaluable  to  his  owner,  and  expected  that  a  very  high 
valuation  would  he  put  upon  the  unexpired  term  of  hia 
servitude ;  thus  making  the  very  qualities  that  fitted  him 
for  freedom  the  chief  obstacles  to  his  gaining  it.  But  he 
ihoeght  it  likely  that  when  the  circumstances  of  Donlan'a 
case  came  to  he  publicly  known,  many  kind-hearted  persons 
would  respond  to  the  appeal  which  he  determined  to  make  on 
the  slave's  behalf,  and  come  forward  with  subscriptions  to 
assist  him  in  the  accomplishment  of  his  benevolent  purpOBe. 
Some  endeavoured  to  discourage  him  by  reminding  him  how 
invaluable  the  slave's  terviccs  were  to  Mr.  Anderson,  and 
that  it  was  scarcely  possible  that  he  could  for 
anitiuot  o/ remuneration  speedily  ohtldn.  ac\eiV\iO  Si'^oa^ 
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it.  All  thifl  would  have  to  be  considered  in  the  appraJM- 
ment.  Others  told  him  that  some  years  berore  an  attempt 
had  been  made  to  purchase  Donlan's  freedom  without  suc- 
cess. The  Dulce  of  Montebello,  nhen  be  visited  Jamaici, 
had  chauced  to  became  acquainted  with  Mr.  Anderw 
alave-clerk  and  hia  history,  and  would  have  paid  a  large 
price  for  his  liberty.  But  no  price  he  could  offer  would 
induce  the  owner  to  give  up  his  "  property."  Ani 
although  the  duke  endeavoured  to  avail  himBelf  of  the  power- 
ful influence  of  the  Colonial  Office,  to  his  great  chagrin  and 
diaappointmeut,  he  failed  to  accomplish  his  beDeTalest 
design  of  restoring  the  kidnapped  one  to  his  friends  and 
home.  The  grasp  of  the  slaveholder  on  his  stolen  propertj 
could  not  be  unloosed. 

All  this  was  disheartening.  But  Dr.  Madden  was  not  a  dud 
to  be  easily  turned  from  any  purpose  on  wjiicb  he  had  set  bi< 
heart.  The  slaveholder  might  be  greedy,  and  have  inlluenoo 
to  succeed  in  getting  a  heavy  price  put  upon  the  liberty  rf 
hia  bondman.  But  that  was  all.  He  could  not  now,  u  in 
thecaseof  the  Duke  of  Montebello,  absolutely  refuse  to  let  him 
go  on  any  terms.  The  hard  grip  of  the  owner  upon  the  unfor- 
tunate slave  was  so  far  rela^ied  by  force  of  law,  that  a  golden 
key  could  now  set  him  free,  whether  the  master  was  willing 
or  not.  After  a  few  weeka'  delay,  Dr.  Madden,  with  soma 
misgivings  as  to  the  reception  he  should  meet,  bat  deter* 
mined  in  his  purpose,  presentedhimself  at  the  residence  of  Ui. 
Anderson.  He  frankly  stated  what  his  views  and  intentioitt 
were  with  regard  to  Donlan,  and  expressed  bis  desire  to 
negotiate  with  the  master  a  private  bargain  fcr  the  slave's 
release. 

It  is  to  the  credit  of  Mr.  Anderson,  as  it  was  very  much 
to  the  satisfaction  of  his  visitor,  that  be  would  not  aggravate 
the  injury  of  having  held  Edward  Donlan  in  slavery, 
through  about  thirty  years  of  unrequited  toil,  by  the 
further  wrong  of  exacting  a  large  sum  to  let  him  now  go 
free.  When  the  doctor  e^-^Te5*e4\i\a  '«\5^'wi  -oe^imiafet 
Donlan's  release,  thai  te  m\sV\,  Te^Mt-a  ■LaV\t  (i-B-a.  -i^xtaHs^, 
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I  the  owner  saiil,  "  Vou  need  say  no  more  on  the  subject.  Sir. 
The  man  is  valuable  to  me  ;  hia  services  are  worth  more  to 
me  than  those  of  Negroes  for  whom  I  gave  three  handred 
poondd.  But  the  man  has  been  a  good  servant  to  me, — a 
faithful  and  a.  g-ood  Negro,-^and  I  will  tate  no  money  for 
him.     I  will  give  him  his  liberty,"     Dr.  Madden  preeaed 

I  him  to  name  any  reasonable  sum  for  his  release;  but  he 

1  persisted  in  refusing  to  receive  anything  in  the  way  of 
indemnity  for  Donlan's  services. 

I  do  not  wish  to  detract  in  any  degree  from  the  generosity 

I  of  this  act  of  Mr.  Anderson,  which  was  greatly  lauded  at 
the  time,  and  by  Dr.  Madden  himself,  as  a.  singular  act  of 
liberality.  Multitudes  of  elave-ofvners,  in  that  gentleman's 
position  would  have  stood  out  resolutely  for  the  utmost 
value  of  Donlan's  services  to  him,  as  an  apprenticed  labourer, 
for  the  several  years  during  which  the  law  bound  him  to  his 
maBter.  And  Mr.  Anderson  kindly  abandoned  hid  claim, 
and  exacted  nothing  !     But  this  fact  has  to  he  viewed  in  the 

I  light  of  another,  by  which  its  generosity  appears  to  be 
somewhat  diminished.  From  the  time  that  Donlan  was  kid- 
napped from  his  home  and  brought  a  fettered  slave  to 
Jamaica,  Mr.  Anderson,  knowing  well  that  he  was  buying 
stolen  projierty  for  a  sum  of  money,  not  very  large,  as  he 
bought  him  untried  and  unseasoned  from  the  slave- 
ship,  exercised  the  force  of  a  wicked  and  oppressive  law 
to  make  Bonlan  his  slave,  and  compel  him,  without  any 
choice  of  bis  own,  for  thirty  years  to  employ  all  his  energies 
of  mind  and  body  for  his  (Anderson's)  benefit  without  wages 
or  reward.  For  three  decades  of  human  life  he  had,  without 
scruple,  plundered  the  poor  Negro  of  his  liberty,  time,  and 
labour,  and  all  that  is  dear  to  man  ;  and  he  now  ahst^ed  from 
further  plundering  him  of  a  considerable  amount  of  money, 
that  he  may  be  suffered  to  go  fiee  from  his  service,  and 
enjoy  the  hbert;  which  is  the  natural  and  inalienable  right 
of  every  man.  Many  of  Mr.  Ajiderson's  compeers  would 
have  acted  otherwise.  It  was  a  kind  and  degree  of  liberality 
qiMte  unusual  ivith  them.     But  I  confess  I  am  not  sharp- 

,  mgbted  enough  to  discover  much  of  tea\  gemeiow-'f^  m  "^^ 
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act.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  on  par  with  the  generosity  of  the 
highway  plunderer,  who  robs  his  victim  of  all  he  has  about 
him,  but  abstainB  from  the  further  injury  of  depriving  bim 
of  his  life. 

Tbe  day  following  that  on  whiuh  Dr.  Madden  had  the 
interview  with  Donlan's  owner,  was  appointed  for  completing 
the  act  of  manumissian  at  the  public  office  of  the  special 
m^istrate.  It  had  become  known  in  the  city  that  "  Mr. 
Anderson's  finely -educated  slave,  who  kept  his  hooks  so  well 
in  Arabic,"  was  about  to  be  emancipated ;  and  a  large 
number  of  persons  of  different  claeaes  and  compIesioM 
assembled  to  witness  tbe  ceremony.  Tbe  scene  was  one  of 
great  interest.  On  the  benehwere  Dr.  Madden  and  another 
masistrate.  Beside  the  bench  stood  tbe  Negro,  of  exsitol 
rank  in  his  own  country,  in  the  act  of  receiving  his  liberty 
after  being  so  many  years  subjected  to  the  horrors  of  bIst*- 
life.  Near  him  was  a  venerable  and  pleasant-looking  man, 
with  the  snows  of  sisty  years  scattered  upon  his  head, 
prepared  to  do  an  act  of  tardy  justice  to  one  who,  through 
half  the  term  of  his  own  life,  bad  been  faithfully  serving 
him  with  his  might.  The  papers,  which  had  been  carefdlj 
prepared  under  Dr.  Madden's  own  inspection,  were  produced. 
After  a  brief  address  from  the  bench  on  the  interesting  caae 
which  had  called  them  together,  Mr.  Anderson  stepped 
forward  and  affixed  his  signature  to  the  important  documents ; 
and  Abou  Beer  Sadiki,  amid  the  plaudits  of  the  deeply 
interested  spectators,  stood  forth  a  free  man,  to  receive  the 
hearty  congratulations  of  many  who  had  long  been  acquainted 
with  the  excellent  character  and  abihties  of  Mr.  Anderson's 
Negro  clerk. 

On  the  nest  day  a  full  account  of  these  proceedings  was 
published  in  the  daily  newspapers,  together  with  a  translation 
of  the  history  of  himself,  which  the  hberated  slave  had 
written  in  Arabic.  Accompanying  these,  there  also  appeared 
a  short,  forcible  appeal  from  Dr.  Madden  to  the  liberality  of 
the  Kingston  public,  setting  forth  the  excellent  character  of 
Donlan,  and  inviting  assistance  on  his  behalf.  In  a  few  daya 
he  had  tbe  satisfaction  o^  ^\3.cm5V'<o-n.\i'j  '^>^faxi^\'c\.^!Q.'^V.'iai&& 
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U>f  his  Xegro  friend,  the  fruit  of  this  appeaL  Tho  good 
'doctor  did  what  the  master  should  have  done,  who  had 
derivecl  such  large  profit  from  the  services  of  the  slave. 
"  When  thou  sendest  him  out  free,  thou  ehalt  not  let  him  go 
away  empty ' 

The  kindness  of  the  benevolent  magistrate  did  not  end 
here.  Through  bis  interposition  means  were  obtained  for 
Bending  hack  the  much  wronged  man  to  the  home  he  had 
through  all  his  suffering  career  been  yearning  after  with 
intense  desire.  After  bidding  a  loving  farewell  to  bis 
Christian  friends  and  associates,  he  took  his  departure  from 
the  land  of  bis  bondage.  After  Home  months  had  elapsed  we 
henrd  of  his  safe  arrival  at  Sierra  Leone,  and  of  the  love  and 
gratitude  he  cherished  for  those  who  had  befriended  him 
daring  his  elave-life  in  Jamaica.  It  was  stated  that  he  had 
experienced  abundant  kindness  in  that  British  colony  on  his 
native  shores,  which  he  had  reached  on  his  homeward  route ; 
and  he  trusted  in  the  Lord  to  direct  hie  course,  and  bring  bim 
safely  to  the  end  of  his  toilsome  journey.  He  spoke  also  of 
being  about  to  set  off  into  the  interior  of  the  continent  on 
his  way  to  Timbuctoo.  That  was  the  last  we  heard  of 
Edward  Donlan,  or  Abou  Beer  Sadiki.  Whether  he  reached 
his  home  in  safety,  and  never  found  an  opportunity  of  com- 
munication with  his  former  friends,  or  perished  by  disease  or 
enemies  by  the  way  ;  or  whether  he  fell  again  into  the  hands 
of  lurking  men-stealers,  and  was  borne  away  across  the  sea  to 
some  slave-land, — Cuba,  Porto  Eico,  or  Brazil — there  to 
languish  out  the  miserable  remnant  of  a  strangely  chequered 
life,  in  more  cruel  bondage  than  that  from  which  he  was 
redeemed, — we  cannot  tell.  Probably  we  shall  never 
know  what  became  of  the  loveable  liberated  Negro,  until  that 
great  day  when  all  secrets  shall  be  revealed. 

HoiE. — One  of  Or.  Madden's  letters  CDn<»niing  Jamaica  was 
written  in  rhTme,  a  sort  ot  parody  on  one  at  ihe  produetioiis  ot 
Ijord  Byron.  It  was  addtessod  to  Dr.  William  Beattie,  aad  wa 
produce  it  as  shomng  how  Jamaica  appeared  in  St.  Madden's  eyes 
inlB34. 


;    OF    Ttl£  MISSION  FIELD. 


"  I  beg  leave  lo  nek  70U, 
EuoiT  yon  the  laud  vlieie  puneutoB  ami  ohilis 

Are  embleiQB  of  temptita  as  Lot  as  the  dime, 
^liere  the  blcze  of  the  sun  quite  darkens  the  lilies, 

And  bleaolicB  the  coBes  oFjodUi  in  their  prime? 
Enov  ;oa  Ihe  land  of  moaquiloes  and  jiggers. 
Of  Samboa  unchain'd,  tiitd  unoombable  niggers ; 
Where  the  innocent  cnckroach  exhales  a  perfume 
But  a  little  lens  fragraal  thau  '  Qui  in.  her  hlooio ;' 
Where  the  breatli  of  the  sea-breeze  oomes  over  the  nhh 
Like  the  blast  from  the  mouth  of  some  fnmaae  intense  | 
Where  cystere,  like  caUbages,  grow  upon  trees. 
And  eons  ■  even  browse  in  the  depths  of  the  seas; 
Where  the  hne  of  the  ctioek.  from  tlia  sallaw  Mestee, 
To  the  yellow  Mulatto,  though  varied  it  be, 
In  beautj  may  vie  with  the  tint  sweetly  tann'd 
Of  a  VenuB  from  China  just  newly  jipann'd; 
Where  the  climate  ia  hot,  and  the  nights  may  be  cool, 
But  the  fevers  are  rife,  and  the  graveyards  are  full ; 
Where  the  butter  is  soft  and  as  melting  in  June 
Aa  the  hearts  of  the  langaishiug  maidens  Quadroon ; 
Where  oalorio  abonnds  both  in  water  and  wine, 
'  And  all  save  the  spirit  of  rum  ia  divine.' 
Where  the  cocoa  and  yam  are  the  choicest  of  fruit, 
And  the  voice  of  the  grasshopper  never  is  mnte  ; 
Where  the  land-crab  in  highest  perfeotioa  is  eeeu. 
And  the  fat  of  the  turtle  ia  the  brightest  of  green ; 
Where  the  mutton,  too  often  monnfactured  from  goats, 
la  killed  the  same  day  it  is  thrust  down  onr  throats; 
Where  the  man  who  is  thirsty  may  drink  saugareo, 
Till  his  liver  is  speil'd,  as  at  home  he'd  drink  tea; 
Where  no  one  of  character,  be  who  he  may, 
Can  ever  eat  less  than  two  breakfaets  a  day ; 
And  no  man  of  courage  but  laughs  at  the  thought 
Of  his  stomach  presuming  to  cavil  at  aught ; 
Where  the  roup  dc  eoleil  is  a  true  coup  de  grace  ; 
And  the  fever  called  yellow's  a  knocker  of  brass 
On  the  door  of  the  tomb,  where  one  enters  to-duy. 
And  to-moirow.  forgottan,  ia  left  to  decay ; 
Where  the  freedom  of  trade  it  a  thing  that's  gone  bj 
And  the  dear  name  of  Q-ninea  recaUs  but  a  aigh ; 
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Where  liberty  flonrish'd,  and  every  man  white, 

Might  once  lick  his  nigger  from  morning  till  night ; 

But  now  where  the  Newcastle  doctrine's  unknown, 

And  no  man  can  do  as  he  likes  with  his  own ; 

Where  Buxton  the  wretch,  and  Macaulay  the  sinner, 

Are  duly  reviled  every  day  after  dinner ; 

Where  *  the  saints '  by  the  boasters  are  curs'd  most  devoutly, 

And  the  Whigs  by  the  planters  are  rated  as  stoutly ; 

Where  a  paper  the  amplest  encouragement  claims, 

Which  calls  its  opponent  the  vilest  of  names ; 

Where  lips  have  no  language  silfficiently  ill, 

To  lavish  on  Mulgrave  for  passing  the  bill ; 

Where  loyalty  waits  on  each  governor  landing. 

But  has  not  a  leg  at  departure  for  standing ; 

Where  the  extraction  of  sugar  doth  clearly  explain 

Why  the  blacks  are  considered  descendants  of  Cain  ; — 

In  a  word,  where  in  all  things  both  buckras  and  blacks 

Are  by  fits  and  by  starts  either  rigid  or  lax  ; 

And  in  faith,  as  in  politics,  never,  it  seems. 

Are  content  if  their  notions  are  not  in  extremes  ? 

'Tis  the  clime  of  the  West !     'Tis  the  island  of  palms 

'Tis  the  region  of  strife  and  the  country  of  psalms  ! 

'Tis  the  land  of  the  sun,  all  whose  fierceness  prevails 

O'er  the  gravest  discussions  and  the  simplest  details  I 

'Tis  the  home  of  our  hopes  for  the  African  race, 

'Tis  the  tomb  of  the  system  that  brought  us  disgrace  ! 

And  wild  are  the  words  of  its  mourners,  who  rave, 

And  would  roll  back  the  stone  that  is  placed  on  its  grave.** 


XXI. 

"PUBSUIT  OF  KNOWLEDGE  TINDER 
DIFFICULTIES. 

Ib  there  one  whom  difEcultieg  diaheartea, — who   bends  to  tha 
Jrltonnf    He  wiU  do  little.     Is  there  one  who  wili  oonqner?    TW 
lan  never  fails. — Joas  Hdkteb. 

See  Qrst  that  the  design  ia  wise  and  jnet ; 

That  ascertained,  purane  it  reeolntely.  ^^H 

Do  not  for  one  repnlae  forego  the  pnrpoBS  ^^| 

That  yen  reeolved  to  eSeeC.  ^^H 

fUBiNG  the  troubled  times  which  followed  the  reign  of 
terror  in  Jamaica  called  martial  law,  in  1831-2,  and 
before  the  abolition  of  alavery  by  which  it  mas 
shortly  followed,  the  erigencies  of  the  miaaioti  required  my 
removal  from  the  north  side  of  Jamuca  to  a  station 
on  the  south  aide ;  where  the  misBionary  had  been  dis- 
qualified by  sickness,  and  compelled  to  remove  to  a"  more 
genial  locality. 

It  was  a  time  of  fierce  persecution  ;  and  the  fiery  trials 
through  which  we  had  been  called  to  pags  had  greatly 
endeared  pastors  and  people  to  each  other  aa  sufferers  in 
common,  so  that  the  time  of  parting  was  to  both  fraught 
with  deep  regret.  While  I  was  occupied  in  packing  my 
books  for  the  journey,  a  gentle  knock  upon  the  door  of  my 
Btudy  announced  a  visitor.  When  told  to  "  come  in,"  the 
door  slowly  opened,  and  a  Negro  woman  of  middle  age 
timidly  advanced.  In  her  I  recognised  one  who  was  well 
known,  in  the  society  at  that  place,  as  a  person  of  deep  and 
earnest  piety.  She  was  a  slave  belonging  to  a  family  that 
cared  little  about  religion,  and  who  did  not  scruple  to  thi 
many  hindrances  in  hei  wa^  wViV  Teg»ji\.o  ^^teiidjixuie  u 
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religious  ordinances.  They  deflignedly  arranged  her  duties 
so  as  to  keep  their  dependent  fully  occupied,  and  leave  her 
only  very  few  and  brief  opportunities  of  attending  to  the 
religious  duties  she  loved  so  well.  But  the  fervent,  unob- 
truBiTe  piety  of  the  humble  slave-woman,  and  the  clear, 
intelligent  statements  of  Christian  experience  she  gave  at 
her  clasB-meeting,  and  in  the  lovefeasts  of  the  society,  had 
caused  her  to  be  well  known  in  the  church  she  belonged  to ; 
and  the  meek  and  quiet  spirit  she  exhibited  on  all  occasions, 
and  her  saccessful  efforts  to  win  souls  to  Christ,  had  procured 
for  her  in  more  than  an  ordinary  degree  the  respect  of  all 
who  were  acquainted  with  her.  Betsey  Taylor  was  the 
name  she  bore.  Her  featurea  were  plain  and  coarse, 
exhibiting  much  of  the  true  African  type ;  but  were  rendered 
almost  beautiful  with  the  radiancy  of  the  settled  peace  and 
love  that  ruled  the  heart  within.  There  was  the  stamp  of 
heaven  apon  that  coal-black  face. 

Within  a  few  months  past  the  missionaries  in  that  locality 
had  been  consigned  to  a  loathsome  prison  for  preaching  the 
Gospel,  or  assailed  with  brutal  violence  and  their  lives 
placed  in  jeopardy  by  ferocious  slaveholders.  Some  of  the 
sanctuaries  of  Ood  had  been  shut  up  by  magisterial  intole- 
rance, and  others  pulled  down  or  burnt  to  ashes  by  planter 
mobs.  And  in  these  seasons  of  sore  trial  none  were  more 
prompt  to  sympathize  with  the  persecuted  pastors  than 
Betsey  Taylor,  or  more  ready  to  tender  siieh  eipressions  of 
regard  as  could  be  conveyed,  by  offerings  of  fruit,  &c.,  to  the 
nuniaters  who  had  been  Clod's  instruments  in  bringing  her  to 
the  enjoyment  of  religion,  which  was  to  her  more  predous 
than  rubies,  and  greater  gain  than  fine  gold. 

When  I  lifted  my  eyes  to  the  opening  door  to  greet  my 
■visitor,  it  was  Betsey's  pleasant  homely  face  that  I  saw 
beaming  upon  me,  "  Good  morning,  Betsey,"  I  said,  as  she 
entered  the  study.  "  Good  morning,  minister,"  she  replied. 
"Me  come  to  ask  one  favour,  and  hope  minister  will  not 
think  me  too  bold." 

Betsey  had  so  far  profited  by  her  position  as  servant  in  an 
opiileut  white  family  that  ehe  spoke  \eBB  ^noVea  "Ei\i%&ii. 
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thin  moBt  of  those  who  were  in  similar  circutnsUDcH 
around  her.  "It  nill  afiord  me  pleasure,  Betsey,"  I  replied, 
"  to  render  yon  any  service  in  my  power.  What  is  it  jon 
wish  me  to  do  for  you  ?  "  "I  very  sorry  that  mimster  is 
going  away,  and  I  shall  be  very  glad  ii'  minister  before  he 
go  will  give  me  one  hook  that  minister  uso  himself.  I  shell 
L  keep  it-  always  for  'member  minititer."  "  I  shonld  hte  to 
I  give  you  something  as  a  keepsake,  Betsey ;  but  I  do  cot 
think  a  book  would  be  the  best  and  most  useful  thing;  for, 
unless  I  am  under  a  mistake,  you  could  not  make  any  uie  of 
it,  as  you  have  never  learned  to  read."  "  True,  rainiatei, 
but  please  God  I  intend  for  leam  to  read ;  and  if  minister 
will  give  me  one  book,  minister  will  see,  when  he  come  back 
this  way,  that  I  able  for  read  him." 

I  inquired  of  her  how  she  was  going  to  leam  to  read,  and 
from  what  quarter  she  hop'cd  to  obtain  help  in  her  under- 
taking. In  answer  to  my  inquiries  I  gathered  from  h« 
that  she  had  no  time  to  go  to  the  Sunday  school ;  nor  wonU 
the  family  that  owned  her  permit  her  to  do  so.  It  was  very 
_  seldom  she  could  get  time  to  attend  the  chapel  services,  and 
I  she  was  often  prevented  from  going  to  her  class.  Nor  had  she 
any  hope  that  any  person  in  thefaraily  that  held  her  in  bondage 
would  aSbrd  her  the  shghtest  assistance ;  as,  in  accordanoe 
■with  old-time  prejudices,  they  did  not  approve  of  slaves 
being  taught  to  read.  I  was  curious  to  find  out  what 
means  of  instruction  she  espected  to  avail  herself  of;  but 
could  only  get  the  information  that  "  if  minister  would  gife 
her  the  book  she  would  learn  for  read  it." 

Although  she  mentioned  no  particular  book,  I  could 
perceive  that  Betsey's  desires  pointed  to  one  of  the  books 
used  in  the  chapel  services ;  either  the  Hymn-Booit  or  the 
Bible,  beyond  which  she  had  probably  no  idea  concerning 
books  at  all.  She  seemed  to  think  it  very  desirable  to  be 
able  to  use  her  hook  when  she  went  to  the  house  of  God, 
and  comfort    herself  with   its  truths  in  her  own  humble 

I  had  on  hand  a  quarto  Bible  which  I  could  spare  for  the 
purpose.     Bleaching  tha  ■ptecuyaa  -qiJiiMtift  Ito-m.  iri^  \ii;i^- 
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shelves,  I  said,  "  Here,  Betsey,  is  the  Book  of  books,  God's 
ovm  word,  whicli  He  haa  gi^en  to  make  us  wise  unto  salva- 
tion in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ ; 
and  as  joa  tell  me  you  ai'e  determined  to  learn  to  read  it,  I 
shall  have  great  pleasure  in  making  you  a  present  of  it.  I 
troet  it  will  be  a  great  comfort  and  help  to  you  all  the  days 
of  your  life."  "0  minister,"  she  said,  as  tears  of  gratitude 
rolled  down  her  eahle  cheeks,  "  I  bo  tbankful.  1  never  for- 
get minister,  and  never  forget  to  ask  Massa  Jesus  to  bleaa 
minister  as  long  as  me  live."  I  handed  her  the  book, 
which  she  received  with  a  deep  courtesy  ;  and  as  she  left  the 
room  I  heard  ber  exclaim  with  emotion,  as  she  hugged  her 
treasure  to  her  hosom,  "  Me  rich  for  true." 

Two  or  three  years  had  elapsed  "before  a  long  and  wasting 
illneEs,  produced  by  the  poisonous  malaria  of  St.  Thomas-in- 
tbe-£aBt,  caused  me  to  revisit  that  part  of  the  island  for  a 
change ;  hoping  that,  amid  the  beautiful  scenes,  the  remem- 
brance of  which  was  fondly  cherished,  and  the  kind  attentioa 
of  loving  friends,  I  should  recruit  the  physical  energies 
which  repeated  and  lengthened  attacks  of  fever  had  wofully 
impaired.  During  the  time  I  had  been  away  from  that  part 
of  the  island  great  and  important  changes  had  occurred, — 
■changes  which  the  most  sanguine  scarcely  imagined  could 
have  taken  place  so  soon.  The  systera  of  human  slavery 
which  seemed  to  be  so  firmly  established,  that  many  years 
inust  elapse  before  it  could  be  uprooted,  had  been  swept 
away  by  the  voice  of  an  indignant  nation.  Liberty  had  been 
proclaimed  through  all  the  land,  and  Britain's  bondmen  had 
passed  into  that  intermediate  state  of  apprenticeship,  which 
was  to  precede  their  absolute  freedom, — the  happy  result  ol 
the  sanguinary  proceedings  and  vindictive  persecutions  I  had 
witnesaed  when  I  was  in  the  same  neighbourhood  before. 

One  of  my  earliest  visitors,  after  landing  from  the 
schooner  which  conveyed  me  round  the  west  end  of  the 
island  was  Betsey  Taylor,  who  came  laden  with  oranges, 
grapes,  and  a  variety  of  other  fruits,  as  a  grateful  ofiering  to 
hei  afflicted  minii^ter,  and  a  face  glowing  with  pleasure  that 
.she  was  once  more  permitted  to  look  upon,  hun  ft^a,\\\. 
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the  same  tray  tbat  coDtais'ed  the  fruits,  nicely  covered  up 
with  a  Bnowy  napkin,  there  was  Biitsej's  cheriBhed  Bible; 
which  ehe  had  hrought  for  the  purpose  of  showing  minister 
that  she  had  fulfilled  her  promise  of  learning  to  read.  Slie 
evidently  expected  that  I  should  request  her  to  give 
auricular  demonstration  of  her  newly  acquired  accomplish- 
ment. And  I  was  myself  curious  to  ascertain  what  progrew 
Bhe  had  made  in  learning,  amid  the  difficulties  and  Ak- 
couragementa  that  surrounded  her  in  her  enslaved  condition, 
"Well,  Betsey,"  said  I,  "it  affords  me  the  greatest  Batis- 
iaction  to  know  that  you  have  been  able  to  accomplish  your 
purpose  in  learning  to  read,  1  confess  I  hardly  espacted 
that,  situated  as  you  were,  you  would  be  able  to  cany  out 
your  dcEign;  and  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  you  read  a  chapter 
in  your  Bible,  that  I  may  judge  how  far  you  have  succeeded," 
"I  thought  minister  would  like  for  hear,"  she  replied,  "and 
BO  I  brought  the  book."  Betsey  having  fixed  upon  her 
nose  a  pair  of  spectacles  with  large  round  glasses  cot 
remarkable  for  their  elegance,  ehe  proceeded  to  read,  under 
my  direction,  several  of  the  Psalms,  and  chapters  from 
various  books  of  the  New  Testament.  This  she  did  with  a 
fluency  and  correct  pronunciatioD,  and  an  evident  appreciation 
of  the  meaning  of  what  she  read,  that  excited  my  astonish- 
ment ;  and  from  which  I  concluded  that  she  must  have 
obtained  the  help  of  some  kind  instructor  who  had  taken 
great  pains  with  her.  "I  am  really  very  much  rejoiced, 
Betsey,  to  find  that  you  can  read  so  well.  Tou  must  have 
obtained  help  that  you  did  not  expect ;  I  should  like  to 
know  who  has  been  your  teacher."  "  0,  plenty  people  hi 
me,  minister:"  nnd  then  she  proceeded  to  enlighten 
concerning  her  course  of  study  in  her  own  simple  style, 
relation  which  aiTorded  me  equal  surprise  and  pleasure. 

Her  time,  it  appeared,  had  been  no  more  at  her  own  dis- 
posal after  I  went  away  than  it  had  been  before.  She  had 
never  been  able  to  go  to  the  Sunday  school,  and  none  in  the 
house  of  her  bondage  would  afford  her  the  slightest  aid,  hut 
rather  scoffed  at  the  desire  she  expressed  to  tearn  to  read 
her  Bible.     Nor  co\iV4  ahe  ?wni  mi^  ^lae,' 
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occapied  in  her  unrequited  Bervitude,  to  go  to  those  who 
would  cheerfully  have  g'lvea  her  the  mstruction  she  desired. 
]  Bat "  where  there  ia  a  will  there  is  a  way ; "  and  Betsey  waj 
I  I)ent  upon  finding  it.  And  she  did  find  it.  Betsey  had  set 
>  ber  heart  on  gaining  the  ability  to  read  God's  own  Word  for 
[herself.  What  had  been  done  by  others  might  be  done  by 
lier,  and  she  was  determined  to  try  and  try  until  she  had 
accomplished  her  purpose.  By  the  energy  of  a  determined 
will  she  overcame  all  obatacles,  and  triumphed  where  a 
-multitade  would  have  been  bafQed  and  given  up  in 
despair. 

First  of  all,  after  getting  the  Bible,  she  went  with  the 
I  first  coin  she  could  call  her  own  to  a  store  where,  amongat 
all  kinds  of  merchandise,  they  sold  books  for  children,  and 
requested  to  be  supphed  with  a  book  "  for  learn  for  read." 
:  She  was  first  oSered  a  spelling-book,  but  she  had  not 
'  Bofiicient  money  to  purchase  that ;  for  the  price  was  a 
"  maccaroai,"  (a  shilling,)  and  she  had  only  "  one  fi'penny," 
a  coin  that  amounted  to  threepence  in  English  money.  The 
fi'penny  was  ultimately  invested  in  a  small  primer,  which  she 
was  told  w.is  the  proper  book  for  a  beginner  to  learn  to  read ; 
and  the  seller  kindly  pointed  out  to  Betsey  where  she  was 
to  commence.  Happy  in  its  possession,  Betsey  departed  with 
her  new  treasure,  and  at  once  on  her  way  home  com 
the  process  of  study  she  intended  fco  pursue.  She  could  of 
herself  make  nothing  of  the  strange-looking  things  called 
letters,  which  she  was  told  must  first  he  learned.  Fixing 
her  regard  upon  the  first  of  the  lot,  she  cast  her  eyes  around, 
and  diseovering  some  person  in  the  street,  that  she  thought 
could  give  her  the  desired  information,  she  went  up  to  him, 
and  dropping  a  respectful  curtsey  pointed  to  the  capital 
letter  A,  and  said,  "  Plea°e,  Massa,  tell  me  what  that  'tan* 
for  P  "  Having  received  the  information  she  sought,  she 
pondered  it  well  until  the  letter  became  quite  familiar  to  her 
eye,  and  she  was  sure  she  would  know  it  again  wherever  she 
met  ivith  it.  She  then  proceeded  to  the  nest,  and  mastered 
that  in  a  similar  way.  And  so  Betsey  went  on,  always 
placing  the  book  in  her  bosom  whenevei:  eHft  ^eiA  qm.^  Veto 
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the  streets,  and  sppealisg  to  any  one  ehe  met  wLo  vat  &dy 
to  aid  her  with,  "  Plesse,  Massa,  what  dat  'tan'  for  ? 

The  alphabet  both  large  and  small  was  soon  mastered,  aid 
then  Betsey  went  on  to  the  more  formidable  task  of  putting 
the  letters  together  in  words ;  laying  the  public  ondec  coo- 
tributioQ  in  this  as  she  had  done  before,  and  seldom  meetiii; 
with  a  rebuff.     Shrewd  and  intelligent,    and    an] 
learn,  she  soon  began  to  understand  the  power  of  the  letten; 
and  in  a  much  shorter  time  than  many  took  to  gaiu  thii 
elementary  knowledge  who  were  favoured  with  the  advio- 
txgee  of  efficient  instruction,  but  net  so  much  in  earnest  to 
learn  as  Betsey,  she  surmounted  the  difficulty,  and  began  to 
spell  out  chapters  in  her  treasured  Bible.     Thus  it  was  tbit 
when  I  returned  to  the  neighbourhood,  after  the  lapse  ot 
somewhat  less  than  three  years,  Betsey  could  read  her  Bibln 
with  perfect  fluency,  and  found  it  to  be  a  source  of  inespref- 
sible  comfort  and  pro&t.     She  also  showed  me  her  HjDin- 
Book,  which  she  rejoiced  in  being  able  to  use,  and  Msored  me 
that  these  two    books    were    her    daily   study    and  her 
greatest    earthly  joy.     She    had    been    able    also   to  md 
eeveral  other  books  whicli  kind  frieids  had  lent  to  her,  by 
which  she  had  been  greatly  aided  and  etrengthened  in  bet 
Christiaii  life. 

At  the  termination  of  the  apprenticeship  system  Betsey 
obtained  her  entire  freedom,  and  was  soon  in  more  com- 
fortable and  prosperous  circumstances  than  she  had  ever 
been  before.  Her  superior  intelligence  and  devoted,  active 
piety  commended  her  to  the  notice  of  the  pastors  of  the 
church  as  a  suitable  person  to  fill  the  office  of  class-leader. 
She  was  accordingly  appointed,  and  was  very  useful  in 
bringing  many  young  persons  of  her  own  sex  to  Christ,  and 
helping  them  in  their  Christian  course.  In  this  capacity 
she  was  greatly  respected  by  all  who  knew  her,  both  white 
and  black. 

Several  times,  when  on  distant  stations,  a  small  basket 
came  to  me  containing  jars  of  preserved  fruit  and  pickles  ; 
fcut  without  any  note  to  indicate  whence  they  came,  and  for 
some  years  I  knew  ivot  to  vj^min  \'N9a  Wi^'wA,  Vat  vWw. 
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anoBymous  favours.  But  having  to  travel  to  the  north  side 
of  the  island,  where  Betsey  resided,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  part  in  the  opening  services  of  a  new  chapel,  the 
grateful  Negro  woman  came  to  see  me ;  and  then  I  dis- 
covered, from  several  questions  she  put  concerning  tbem^ 
that  these  gifts  had  been  forwarded  by  her,  in  token  of  the 
fervent  gratitude  she  cherished  towards  the  donor  of  the 
precious  volume,  which  had  been  her  greatest  earthly 
treasure,  and  on  which  she  based  the  hopes  of  life  and 
immortality  that  filled  her  with  unspeakable  joy. 


2  B  a 
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BLIGHTED  LIVES. 

BzniBE  the  liowt  !    thongh  rich  and  bright 
Its  mbies  fiash  upon  the  si^t, 
An  adder  coiU  Its  depths  beneath, 
Whose  lute  is  woe,  whose  Btiug  is  deitth. 


k 


ijltto  finite  mind  can  justly  estimate  the  amount  of  ev3 
ilN  and  ruin  that  is  wrought  by  intemperance.  People 
'^-'  stand  aghast  when  the  pestilence  that  waiketh  b 
darlinesa  and  the  destruction  that  wasteth  at  noonday  are 
abroad,  aecomplishing  their  terrible  mission  upon  the  earth, 
and  when  they  liear  of  multitudes  dropping  into  the  grave; 
the  old,  the  middle-aged,  and  the  young,  the  rich  and  lia 
poor,  all  alike  disappearing  before  the  invisible  foe.  They 
lift  their  hands  in  horror  when  the  statistics  of  the 
Bunguinary  battle  field,  succeeding  the  announcement  of  "  the 
glorious  victory,"  are  unrolled  before  their  eyes,  and  tbej 
read  of  tens  of  thousands  that  have  thus  been  cut  off  in  the 
vigour  of  youth  and  the  prime  of  lusty  manhood  ;  swept 
away,  with  al!  unholy  and  vengeful  passions  raging  in  their 
breasts,  and  without  opportunity  afforded  for  preparation, 
into  the  presence  of  the  awful  realities  of  eternity.  They 
shudder  when  they  read  of  thousands  more  strewn  in 
masses  upon  the  blood-sodden  ground,  mangled  and  helptesB, 
to  languish,  it  may  be,  through  hours  of  untold  anguish,  and 
tbt-n  sink  unpitied  into  the  grave,  feeling  how  miHerablj 
empty  nnd  vain  is  the  honour  that  is  gathered  upoa  thft 
field  of  mortal  strife, 

"  Where  mea  like  fiende  each  other  tear, 
In,  all  tiiQ 'kotiii  T»%<s  iA-«m." 
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But  our  world  is  cursed  witli  an  evil  more  terrible  than 
«itber  of  the^e,  more  wide-stretcliing  in  its  destnic- 
tive  Bwetp,  and  more  con et ant  and  nnintcrmitting  in 
its  work  of  httToc  and  death  ;  an  evil,  too,  that  deatrojB  both 
aoul  and  body  together,  gorging  inceaaantly  with  marred  and 
ruined  millions  of  the  most  precious  and  favoured  works  of 
the  Divine  Creator's  hand  the  ever-craving  maw  of  hell  and 
the  grave.  Pestilence  Blays  its  thousands;  war,  deadly 
war,  sweeps  away  its  tens  of  thousands ;  but  intemperance 
Jcills,  both  for  time  and  eternity,  more  than  both  of  them 
together.  No  wonder  that  Addiaon,  iu  one  of  his  imprefiaive 
and  instructive  allegories,  in  ivbich  he  describes  the  king  of 
terrors  seated  upon  his  throne,  giving  audience  to  those  who 
represent  whatever  causes  disease  and  death  and  ruin  and 
destruction  among  men,  in  order  to  weigh  and  determine  their 
respective  claims  to  be  appointed  prime  minister  to  the  grisly 
monarch,  describes  him  as  deciding  in  favour  of  Intemperance 
with  her  fiery,  bloated  countenance,  and  her  train  of  dancing 
bacchanals.  Of  all  the  agencies  of  death  that  are  at  work 
in  this  sinful  world,  there  is  none  equal  to  intemperance  for 
spreading  disease  and  misery  in  the  earth,  and  sweeping 
away  the  children  of  men  to  an  untimely  grave.  Go  where 
you  will,  to  any  country  under  heaven,  the  evil  is  there. 
Amon^t  all  classes  of  society,  from  the  ruler  on  the  throne 
to  the  lowest  grade  of  subjects,  it  is  at  work.  It  lays  low 
the  mighty  in  the  dust ;  it  blights  the  noblest  intellect;  it 
withers  the  bloom  of  beauty,  subverts  all  moral  excellence, 
undermines  all  principles  of  virtue,  wrecks  the  fairest 
character,  blasts  the  finest  promise  of  usefulness  and  eminence, 
and  scatters  broadcast  the  seeds  of  disease  and  suffering  and 
death  in  all  directions.  The  pestilence  rages  with  terrific 
energy  for  a  season ;  and  when  it  has  gathered  a  large 
harvest  of  victims,  sweeping  through  many  lands  in  its  terrible 
range,  it  ia  then  heard  of  no  more,  perhaps  through  a  iong 
interval  of  years.  There  are  seaBOns  when  the  gates  of  the 
temple  of  Janus  are  closed,  and  war's  sad  ravages  are  s'iS- 
penied  amongat  the  nations  of  the  earth :  sav^e  pasaioni- 
i  :  the  lust  of  ambition  and  dominioQ  is  restrained, 
and   men   6nd  other   occupati-nn  than    \h'&    o^ 
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■tabbiug,  mangling,  aod  slaugbteriog' each  other,  otulti plying 
widows  and  fatherless  children,  and  filling  happy  homes  witli 
Borrow,  hereavement,  and  poverty.  But  this  ruthlesa  enemy 
of  the  human  race,  intemperance,  works  at  all  times  and  ia 
all  parts  of  the  world.  Night  and  day,  and  every  day,  froa 
the  opening  of  January  to  the  close  of  December,  with  id 
energy  that  ia  never  eibaueted,  an  appetite  for  destruction 
that  is  never  satiated,  this  prime  minister  of  death,  Hm 
purveyor  for  the  grave,  gathers  its  hecatombs  of  victim*  and 
Bweeps  them  away  from  life ;  while  it  imparts  fearful  inteiratj 
to  all  unhallowed  passions,  debases  and  brutalizes  the  immoi- 
tal  nature  of  beings  made  only  a  little  lower  than  the  angds, 
and  produces  a  catalogue  of  crimes  and  evila  amongst  Hum 
who  are  bound  to  each  other  by  the  moat  sacred  ties  of  kindnd, 
at  the  contemplation  of  which  fiends  rejoice  and  angels  weep, 
Within  the  tropius  the  danger  of  forming  intemperate 
habits  is  greater  than  in  a  milder  clime.  There  is  a  more 
rapid  exhaustion  of  the  fluids  in  the  system  by  iocreand 
perspiration,  requiring  a  more  frequent  supply  to  meet  the 
demands  of  nature ;  and  if  recourse  be  had  to  beverages  of 
an  alcoholic  nature,  it  requires  but  little  sagaeity  to  see  that  > 
danger  is  hidden  there.  It  is  also  the  natural  efi'eot  of  t 
tropical  climate  to  produce  a  degree  of  lassitude,  of  which 
the  denizens  of  cooler  regions  are  unconscious,  except  ooca- 
sionally,  when  the  fierce  ht'at  of  a  Midsummer  day  bringi 
them  a  temporary  experience  of  those  relaxing  influences 
which  are  constantly  felt,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  witbia 
the  torrid  zone.  One  of  the  efi'eots  of  alcoholic  drink  is  to 
counteract  the  lassitude  for  a  brief  season,  and  produce  t 
considerable  degree  of  artificial  escitement  and  energy,  which, 
for  the  time,  ia  exceedingly  grateful.  But  the  efiect  is 
temporary  and  soon  passes  away,  followed  by  a  reaction 
which  augments  the  physical  relaxation  natural  to  the 
climate,  and  seems  to  call  for  a  renewal  of  the  grateful 
restorative.  Here  also  danger  lurks  unseen  and  unsuspected) 
and  it  is  one  of  the  easiest  things  possible  to  glide  inEetieiblf 
into  the  practice  of  U!>in^  dangerous  stimulants,  until  a  habit 
is  formed  not  easy  to  be  a\!.o,Vea  oS  ■,  MislOi.  ifii*.  ■daa  ^iiKNii^Qaik^ 
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,  man's  noble  nature  are  ensnared,  bound  as  with  fetiters  of 
iirOD,  and  the  poor  victim  finds  himself  helpUsi  in  the  grasp 
'of  a  fiend,  who  Beldam  relaies  his  hold  till  the  destruc- 
'  tiou  of  both  body  and  soul  is  accompliBhed. 

Here  lies  the  greatest  danger  of  Europeans  within  the 
tropice.  That  poisonous  influences,  destructive  of  health 
and  life,  proceeding  from  the  rapid  decomposition  both  of 
vegetable  and  animal  matter,  often  load  the  air,  especially 
in  the  less  fj,voured  localities,  is  true ;  but  the  death  of  vast 
SBmbera  in  tropical  countries  has  bten  ascribed  to  the  effects 
of  climate,  that  was  in  feet  the  result  of  using  stimulants, 
which  shortened  life  in  various  ways,  even  when  there 
were  none  of  the  ordinary  oalamitoua  results  of  habitual 
dronkenness.  Tiie  man  whose  business  carries  him  to  torrid 
regions  will  be  wise  to  use  no  stimulants  cf  the  alcoholic 
kind, — the  Cbiietian  missionary  above  all.  Jliagling  with 
many  cheering  scenes  of  holiness  and  usefulness,  which  a 
review  of  nearly  forty  years  spent  in  bright  glowing  regions 
of  tropical  beauty  present  to  him,  the  writer's  memory 
dwells  upon  others  of  different  character, — dark,  cheerless, 
toournfal — esampka  of  ruined  greatness,  bhghted  piety,  and 
blasted  life,  which  often  bring  a  shadow  over  bis  spirit,  and 
constrain  him  to  admonish  every  youthful  missionary,  and 
every  young  man  whose  providential  course  leads  him  to  the 
ardent  regions  of  the  tropics,  to  etand  entirely  aloof  from  all 
danger,  from  all  possibility  of  being  ensnared  by  the  demon 
of  intemperance,  by  a  total  disuse  of  all  alcoholic  beverages. 

"  O,  minister  !  ilrs.  P.  begs  you  to  coaie  over,  for  Mr, 
P,  has  bad  a  fit."  Such  was  the  message  brought  by  an 
intelligent  coloured  girl,  one  Wednesday  afternoon,  aaa  young 
missionary  sat  at  dinner  between  four  and  five  o'clouk,  ia 
one  of  the  most  pleasant  towns  on  the  north  side  of  Jamaica 
where  he  exercised  his  pastoral  charge  surrounded  by  the 
grand  scenery  which,  all  along  the  northern  coast,  dia- 
tinguishes  that  beautiful  isle  of  the  western  sea.  In  thii 
neighbourhood  it  had  been  his  lob  to  witness  the  horrible 
atrocities  that  distinguish  a  season  of  martial  law,  when, 
casting  off  all  restraint,  men  gave  themseVieB  u-^  \«  "t 
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performance  of  deecta  of  cruelty  and  wrong  more  worthy  of 
fiends  than  of  human  beings.  But  these  dajs  are  puaed; 
liberty  has  been  "  proclaimed  through  all  the  land  unto  ill 
the  inhabitants  thereof;  "  and  ministtrs  of  Chriat  i 
exercise  their  unchallenged  right  to  spread  the  saving  truths 
of  the  GoEpel  amongst  the  emancipated  children  of  Atriu; 
the  Head  of  the  Church  crowning  their  labours  with  Hin 
Rmile  and  blessing,  and  none  daring  to  make  them  afraid. 
For  a  miiltitude  of  the  persecutors  who  once  banded  togethH 
to  drive  all  missionaiieB  from  the  laud,  and  to  shut  up  tlw 
slaves  in  unbroken  night,  in  the  vain  hope  of  retaining  them 
in  perpetual  bondage,  and  who  naged  war  with  God,  laying 
violent  hands  upon  Kis  aanctuariee  and  levelling  tliem  nitb 
the  ground,  are  now  slumbering  in  the  dust,  furniahing 
impressive  illustrations  of  the  truth,  "  He  ordaineth  Hii 
arrows  against  the  persecutorE." 

Amongst  those  who  have  been  gathered  into  the  little 
growing  church  under  the  missionary's  care  is  an  int«lligeiil 
female,  black  but  comely,  of  polite  and  graceful  manner,  and 
as  much  entitled  to  be  spoken  of  as  a  lady  as  many  of  fairer 
hue  to  whom  that  honourable  designation  is  properly 
applied.  She  is  the  wile  of  a  white  man  nho  has  eonii! 
from  a  distant  island  to  fill  a  government  situation  in  the 
town.  His  office  gives  him  a  respectable  status  in 
society  and  a  comfortable  degree  of  emolument.  The  time 
has  come  when  complexional  pr^udices  aresofar  modified  tb»t 
the  marriage  of  a  white  man  vrith  a  coloured  woman  it  na 
longer  the  strange  and  anomalous  occurrence  that  at  one 
time  it  was,  unfitting  him  for  holding  a.  public  office,  and 
shutting  him  out  from  the  more  ariatocratic  circles  of 
colonial  society.  Not  a  few  of  the  most  influential  men  in 
the  land  have  set  public  opinion  at  defiance  in  this  respect, 
and  married  the  mothers  of  their  coloured  families,  giving 
their  children,  who  iu  many  instances  have  received  a  libenl 
And  reiined  education,  those  advantages  of  legitimacy  which 
provision  in  the  new  marriage  law  enables  them  to 
secure  on  their  behalf.    Tk\B,  liQwevei,  has  not  been  a  mar- 

rge  of  that  class-,  toT\io^"ti"fiBie-3'j"Mi'6,rai4.'C&>i^  »sjt-*rS&. 
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jKmt  a  family.  It  Laa  been  a  marriage  formed  on  moral 
(grounds.  Brought  to  God  ttrough  the  fearful  acenea  which 
aha  witnessed  in  connexion  with  the  deaoldting  hurricane  of 
1831,  and  experiencing  the  blessedness  and  the  power  of 
'thCBpiritual  hfe,  the  black  girl's  companionship  was  not  to 
be  obtained  accoriling  to  the  immoral  customs  that  pre- 
vailed in  the  colonies  before  religion  stepped  in  to  resQue, 
refine,  and  elevate  degraded  womanhood.  The  white 
government  official  proffered  honourable  marriage  to  the 
dark- skinned  object  of  his  affections.  And  the  marriage 
was  a  happy  one  for  a  whde,  and  would  have  continued  ho, 
had  nut  Mr.  P.  unhappily  been  eeduced  into  the  deadly 
drink  snare,  and  contracted  the  sad  habit  which  ruins 
multitudes  for  both  worlds,  and  briuga  desolation,  poverty, 
and  woe  into  thousands  of  families. 

Mr.  P,  respected  religion,  and,  with  his  wife,  attended 
its  puhho  ordinances  frequently  ;  but  not  being  gifted  with 
the  firmness  that  steadily  resists  temptation,  he  was  easily 
prevailed  upon  by  associates,  with  whom  he  was  unavoidably 
brought  into  contact  in  the  course  of  hia  official  duties,  to 
share  thoir  iadalgences,  which  often  were  not  confined 
within  the  limits  of  moderation. 

The  progress  of  destructive  vice  is  much  more  rapid  in 
Bome  cases  than  in  others.  Slowly,  and  by  almost 
imperceptible  degrees,  some  men  glide  into  the  habit  which 
finally  overcomes  them,  and  lays  a  giant  grasp  upon  all  their 
faculties ;  whilst  others  sink  swiftly  into  ruin,  and  are 
mastered  almost  without  an  effort  to  resist  the  evil  which  is 
enslaving  to  destroy  them.  So  ib  was  with  Mr.  P.  He 
rushed  rapidly  to  destruction,  giving  himself  up  without 
restraint  to  a  course  of  indulgence  which  could  only  have 
one  swift  and  fatal  result.  When  the  missionary  who  has 
^een  referred  to  first  made  their  acquaintance,  he  ascertained 
"that  it  was  about  two  years  since  Mr.  P.  had  given  himself 
np  to  the  habit  of  excess ;  and  already  he  had  became  a 
confirmed  inebriate,  with  whom  into:cication  is  the  usual  con- 
dition. He  is  seldom  to  be  found  entirely  sober,  though  he 
manages  to  get  tirough  his  ofScia.\  dutiiea  so  ^*  ^^  «R<JA. 
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iDcurring  rebuke  from  his  superiors  in  ofSce.     Gia  eiDellent      I 
wife,  who  b  tiuly  attached  to  him,  baa  wept  and  prayed  sni     I 
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persuaded.  Whenever  she  could,  she  has  prevailed 
to  accompany  her  to  tha  house  of  pray.r;  and  there  have 
hecD  times  whea  he  has  felt  the  power  of  the  Word.  Friendi 
and  rainiatera,  who  could  see  bia  danger,  have  ventured  to 
advise  with  him.  Eut  all  remonstrance,  alt  effort  to  arreat 
him  in  his  path  of  ruin,  bas  been  vain.  The  appetite  far 
Btimulanta  has  grown  to  aci  absorbing  passion.  His  counte- 
nance has  darkened  to  almost  a  livid  hue ;  and  he  might  be 
met  with  at  almost  all  hours  of  the  day  in  a  state  of  maudlin 
inebriety,  large  drops  of  perspiration  upon  his  face,  a  pitiible 
esample  of  the  effects  of  intemperate  indulgence.  It  it  not, 
therefore,  a  matter  of  great  surprise  when  the  message  ia 
received,  "  Mrs.  P.  begB  you  to  come  over,  for  Sir.  P.  !^ii» 
had  a  fit." 

Accompanied  by  a  brother  missionary  who  happens  toba 
with  him  ou  a  vi^it  from  a  distant  part  of  the  island,  the 
young  pastor,  without  a  moment's  loss  of  time,  responds  to 
the  request,  and  is  shortly  standing  by  the  bedside  of  the 
sufferer.  That  missionary,  in  his  brief  career,  has  witnesied 
scenes  sad  and  terrible ;  for  he  has  seen  the  gallows  dnj 
after  day  bearing  its  dreadful  fruit,  aud  the  bullet  and  tbe 
scourge  doing  their  revolting  work;  humanity  and  justice 
alike  trampled  down,  and  men  boasting  of  a  whit^  skin  and 
a  liberal  education  revelling  like  demons  in  cruelty  and 
blooJsUed,  during  "  the  bell-like  saturnalia  of  martial  law." 
But  never  has  he  beheld  a  scene  so  shocking  to  all  his 
sensibilities  as  that  which  is  now  spread  before  his  gaze. 
For  several  days  Mr.  P,  has  beiii  more  indisposed  tbaa 
usual,  and  to-day  he  has  been  too  unwell  to  go  to  his  office; 
but  all  the  time,  at  short  intervals,  he  has  been  greedily 
ewaUoniug  potent  draughts  of  brandy  and  water,  and  could 
not  be  prevailed  upon  to  take  anything  else,  and  about  four 
o'clock  he  suddenly  full  prostrate  upon  the  floor  of  his  bed- 
room. The  uihappy  wife  at  first  supposes  it  to  be  the 
ordinary  effect  of  having  taken  a  large  quantity  of  spirit 
during  the  day.     'Wvt'ii  a.Vi  cjitiiewift'sA  tijeiii.'^iaS&Xfiw.V-'afcR 
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bed ;  but  the  wretched  man  is  iu  a.  stiite  of  inaensibility ;  and 
tbe  twitching  of  the  features,  the  convulsive  jerking  of  the 
limbs,  the  changing  countenance,  and  the  trembling  of  the 
whole  frame,  denote  that  more  is  the  matter  than  the  effects 
of  simple  iotoxicatioQ.  This  becomes  atili  more  evident 
nhen,  arousing  a  httle  from  the  temporary  unconsciousness 
into  vrliich  he  has  fallen,  he  sends  forth  shrieks  and  cries  of 
Bgony ;  and  crouching  in  mortal  fear,  now  on  one  side  of  the 
bed,  and  then  on  the  other,  and  trembling  with  horror 
till  the  bedstead  shakes  and  treia^jles  too,  he  tells  those 
who  cronrd  around  him  that  the  room  is  full  of  devils  who 
are  come  to  carry  him  away.  It  is  now  the  terrified  wife 
sends  ofif  to  request  that  the  minister  will  be  kind  enough 
to  come  to  her  immediately,  and  the  message  reaches  him 
in  the  form  already  described. 

It  is  a  fearful  spectacle  upon  which  his  attention  is  fixed. 
Shriek  after  shriek  reaches  hia  ear  as  with  his  companion 
he  ascends  the  stairs.  On  entering  the  room  they  see  the 
miserable  victim  of  alcohol  Suretched  upon  the  bed,  held 
down  by  several  persons  whom  the  poor  wife  has  been 
compelled  to  summon  to  her  aid.  The  countenance  is  livid, 
— almost  purple  ;  the  eyes,  glarin  g  hideously,  seem  ready  to 
start  irom  their  sockets  ;  inexpressible  horror  is  stamped 
upon  every  feature  ;  and  large  drops  of  perspiration,  oozing 
out  from  every  pore,  bear  witness  to  the  terrible  excitement 
that  is  raging  within,  and  must  soon  exhaust  the  vital 
energies,  for  no  human  strength  can  long  endure  such  a 
degree  of  tension.  "0,  Mr.  B. ! "  cries  the  sufferer  with 
startling  energy,  the  moment  he  catches  sight  of  the  mission- 
aries entering  the  chamber,  and  turning  towards  tbem  with 
an  expression  of  agonizing  entreaty,  "Do  save  !  O,  do  save 
me  !  There  they  are !  Don't  you  see  them  ?  0,  do  tave 
me  from  them !  Do  save  me !  "  It  is  a  pitiable  scene  to 
look  upon,  that  man  laid  prostrate  by  the  destroyer  in  ttie 
prime  and  vigour  of  lusty,  youthful  manhood, — for  ha  could 
Bcarcely  be  more  than  thirty-two  years  of  age,  and  was 
built  on  a  powerful  model, — and  raging  in  the  paroxysms 
of  tbe  moat  aggravated  type  ot  delirium  tremetiB !     \'q.  ^^ift 
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Boftest  tones  of  sympatliizing-  friendship,  both  niinisteri 
ndeavouf  to  sootlie  the  sufferer,  and  represent  to  htm  that  | 
lie  objects  of  his  fear  have  no  reality,  and  are  hut  the  ' 
creatures  of  a  disturbed  im agination.  But  it  is  all  in  rain. 
To  him  there  is  awful  reality  in  them.  His  eyes  roll  in  t«rror 
to  every  part  of  the  room,  as  he  ahrinks,  first  in  one 
direction  and  then  in  another,  from  the  fearfui  objicla 
which  that  abused  brain  invests  with  shape  and  substance 
and  life,  and  which  no  other  eye  beholds.  The  blood  of  those 
ptesenu  seems  to  curdle  and  their  fiesh  to  creep,  as  with  terrible 
earnestness  he  rejects  all  remonstrance,  and  in  pitiable 
agony  implores  them  to  save  him.  Both  the  missionaries 
successively  engage  in  prayer,  holding  each  a  shiveriog  band 
as  they  kneel  at  the  bedside;  and  be  clfngs  to  tbem  as  a 
drowning  man  will  cling  in  his  extremity  to  any  Hubstance 
he  can  lay  bis  hands  upon  ;  but  he  evidently  takes  in  nothing' 
of  the  meaning  of  tbose  words  which  are  addressed  to 
the  tbrone  of  mercy  on  his  behalf.  His  eyes,  straining  with 
affright,  are  rolbng  wildly,  now  to  the  right,  now  to  the  left, 
now  up,  and  now  straight  before  him.  Shrinking,  as  thoQg'b 
he  would  push  himself  through  the  mattress,  all  his  faculties 
are  occupied  in  following  about  the  room  the  creatures  of  his 
disordered  fancy.  And  0  !  it  is  a  hard  thing  to  pray  at  a 
death  scene  like  that !  We  may  not  place  any  limits  to  the 
boundless  love  and  mercy  to  sinners  of  the  infinitely 
gracious  God;  but  what  hope  can  there  be  that  prayer  will 
be  heard,  that  mercy  can  be  exercised,  in  a  case  like  that  ? 

It  is,  however,  our  duty  to  pray ;  and  earnest  and 
importunate  and  attended  by  many  tears  are  the  supplica- 
tions that  go  up  from  that  death  chamber;  and  hearty  in 
the  Amen  that  now  and  again  drops  from  the  lips  of  tbo^e 
who  kneel  around,  as  the  mita'.onaries  plead  with  the  Friend 
of  sinners  for  the  dying  man.  Dying  he  is,  and  the  veil  la 
already  dropping  that  is  to  shut  out  from  him  all  the  scenes 
of  this  life  for  ever.  He  has  been  somewhat  less  violent 
eince  the  ministers  of  religion  appeared  at  bis  bedside,  and 
bis  cries  for  help  have  been  less  agonizing;  but  there  is  no 
iiidicatioa  that  he  baa  ?ot  q.  aiv^e  -motceva.  tB^^vuii.  SJaa'Ass. 
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which  has  heen  preaented  to  end  urged  upon  him,  of  looking 
to  the  AJmighty  Saviour  for  help.  His  shattered  faculties 
are  incapable  of  such  eiertion  aa  would  enable  him  now,  at 
this  last  hour,  to  turn  to  the  Crucified,  and  lay  his  sius  at  the 
footstool  of  Mercy.  The  imagination,  dominant  over  all  the 
other  faculties,  is  revelling  in  horrors.  It  has  peopled  the 
death  chamber  with  spectres  and  goblins  and  horrible 
shapes  from  another  world ;  and  as  these  appear  to  him  to 
flit  about  and  grin  and  mock  his  misery,  and  threaten  to  fall 
upon  him  and  bear  him  away,  he  can  think  of  nothing  else. 
Soothing  remonstrance,  entreaty,  prayer,  all  are  lost  upon 
him;  and  the  awful  words  of  inspired  truth  come  with 
irresistible  force  upon  the  minds  of  some  who  look  upon  that 
thrilling  spectacle :  "  The  harvest  is  past,  the  summer  is 
ended,  and  we  are  not  saved."  It  is  almost  impos- 
sible to  avoid  the  conviction  that  this  is  the  case  with  that 
poor,  ruined,  wretched  victim  of  a  vicious  habit,  whose  spirit, 
without  one  ray  of  hope  dawning  upon  it,  13  trembling  upoa 
the  confines  of  another  world.  A  terrible  scene  is  the 
chamber  of  the  dying,  when  there  is  no  peace  of  Qoi  to 
BDstain,  no  hope  of  eternal  life  to  bless  and  cheer  the  soul 
that  is  parsing  to  an  unchanging'  destiny. 

Two  or  three  hours  have  elapsed  since  the  ministers  of 
religion  entered  the  room,  and  the  hour  is  at  hand  when  the 
public  service  of  the  sanctuary  requires  their  presence.  But 
it  is  difficult  to  get  away.  "Don't  go!  don't  leave  me!" 
shrieks  the  dying  man ;  and  he  clings  to  them  with  the 
energy  of  despair.  They  remind  him  that  it  is  the  usual 
evening  for  public  service,  and  promise  to  return  imme- 
diately alter  its  close ;  but  he  holds  on  with  all  the  tenacity 
of  which  his  fast  failing  strength  is  capable.  Again  they 
kneel  down  for  a  few  moments,  and  commend  the  suSerer 
to  God  in  prayer,  and  depart,  purposing  to  shorten  the 
service,  and  hasten  back  to  do  what  they  can  to  alleviate 
the  horrors  of  the  scene  they  have  unwillingly  quitted. 
Knowing  that  patients  of  that  class  do  sometimes  rally  from 
a  condition  of  great  apparent  extremity,  they 
apprebeneion  that  the  end  is  BO  near  is,  ftift  CT^a'^. 
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to  be.  The  eer^iee  occupies  but  an  hour;  and  nithont 
losing  a  moment,  as  soon  as  it  ie  ended,  they  hasten  to  tlie 
house  of  monming.  But  the  cortaia  has  fallen,  and  tlie 
tragedy  is  closed.  They  are  surprised,  startled,  shocked,  as 
they  enter  the  house,  to  receiTe  the  intelligence  that  the 
spirit,  with  all  its  dread  accountability  attaching  to  it,  baa 
just  that  moment  fled  to  the  presence  of  its  maker. 

They  enter  the  room  ;  and  a  senseless  heap  of  clay  Is  all 
that  remains  of  the  man  they  left  there  so  lately.  I'he 
trembling  of  the  limbs  has  ceased  :  the  straining  eye-ball* 
Lave  shrunk  back  into  their  sockets,  and  the  lids  are  closed 
over  them :  the  livid  purple  features  of  the  countenance, 
lately  so  fearfuUy  agitated,  have  settled  in  the  stillness  of 
death,  and  a  friend  is  tying  a  white  cambric  handkerohiel 
round  the  head,  to  supporb  the  fallen,  jaw.  From  the 
moment  the  ministers  left  the  room,  the  loud  shrieka  of  the 
eufferer  re-commenced ;  and  pointang  here  and  there,  all 
round  the  room,  to  the  frightful  creatures  of  his  imagbation, 
he  crouched  from  one  eide  of  the  bed  to  the  other ;  and 
would  have  thrown  himself  off  it,  had  he  not  been  forcibly 
held  down.  In  agony  most  dihtressing  to  behold,  he 
continued  to  call  upon  thoaearound  him  to  save  himfrom  them, 
until  bis  strength  became  enbausted.  At  lengtb,  coavulecd 
and  shaking  in  every  part  of  iiis  body,  he  sank  into  a  state 
of  comparative  quietude,  gaeping,  and  his  eyes  staring  and 
rolling  about  the  room,  until  a  short  time  before  the 
ministers  returned  to  the  house;  when  all  the  powers  of  life 
suddenly  collapsed  ;  the  spirit  passed  to  its  destiny ;  and  the 
life  so  sadly  abused, — such  a  woful  mistake, — came  to  an 
end.  There  was  one,  at  least,  of  those  who  looked  upon 
that  moumfiil  scene,  who  turned  away  from  It  realizing,  as 
he  bad  never  done  before,  the  awfulness  of  a  life  blasted  by 
intemperance,  and  resolving  that  his  example  and  influence 
through  life  should  be  given  to  discountenance  the  use  of 
those  fluids  which  often  prove  to  be  a  deadly  snare,audproducB 
results  so  fatal  to  the  happiness  and  the  well-being  of  man. 

Three  years  have  passed  a.waY,  and  the  young  pastor  has 
been  transferred  to  a  new  aai4  Sis'iiaiA  *fiaQftQ'i.'\»i.'QOM.t.aC&. 
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^itliin  the  shores  of  the  land  of  eprings,  and  surroiinded  with 
the  stirring,  basy  life  of  a  large  city.  It  is  the  peaceful 
Sabbath  afternoon,  when  a  message  reaches  him  in  his  study 
that  brings  before  his  mind  a  vivid  reooUection  of  the  pain- 
fully interesting  incidents  related  above.  "  Mrs.  L.  will 
he  greatly  obliged  if  you  will  go  and  see  Mr.  Jj,,  who  baa 
bad  a  ht,  and  is  very  ill."  Such  was  the  message ;  so  similar 
in  its  import  to  the  one  received  by  him  a  few  years 
ago,  which  had  left  an  impression  burnt,  as  it  were,  into 
his  memory  by  the  shocking  scenes  of  whieh  it  was  the 
precursor.  Like  a  series  of  diesalving  views,  all  the  sad 
incidents  of  that  evening  rise  and  pass  with  terrible  distinct- 
nens  before  his  mind ;  for  he  can  scarcely  doubt,  from  his 
knowledge  of  the  person  concerned,  that  it  is  another  case 
of  the  same  mournful  character  to  which  hi«  attention  is 
now  to  be  directed. 

But  ah !  tbis  is  even  more  sad,  in  one  of  its  aspects,  than 
the  other;  for  this  is  the  wreck  of  a  pious  life,  a  blighted 
career  of  Christian  usefulness:  the  shocking  example  of  a 
minister  of  religion  fallen,  diahoaoureil,  destroyed  by  the 
vice  of  intemperance.  Like  the  noble  forest  tree  that  baa 
been  stricken  by  lightning,  divested  of  every  sign  of  life 
and  verdure,  blackened,  shattered,  and  charred,  a  majestic 
ruin  of  what  once  was  beautiful  to  look  upon,  now  a  mourn- 
ful spectacle  to  contemplate ;  here  is  one  who  was  a  tree  of 
righteousness,  planted  in  the  courts  of  the  Lord's  house, 
verdant,  fruitful,  full  of  promise  for  the  future,  and 
lovely  to  the  eye  that  looked  upon  it ;  hut  it  baa  been 
blasted  by  intemperance ;  and  it  has  been  standing  for 
some  years  in  its  blackened  deformity,  a  monitory  example 
of  human  frailty,  until  the  time  has  come  for  the  great 
Master  to  say,  ''  Cut  it  down!  " 

Some  twelve  or  thirteen  years  ^o,  Mr.  L.  came,  with 
another  fellow- labourer,  to  take  part  in  the  work  of  spread- 
ing Christian  truth  amongst  the  wronged  and  suffering 
children  of  Africa  in  tbis  slave  land,  and  build  np  the 
chorohea  which,  through  God's  Llessing,  had  been  raised 
lire  nnderthefoHtering-careof  one  oE  the  m\aa\oiiM;jms'iAW'i\'3a4 
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of  the  motber  coantry.  He  was  youngs ;  but  he  had  been' 
brought  to  God  in  his  youth,  and  gave  eridence  of  inaie 
than  ordinary  devotedueas  to  the  Master  whose  service  he 
had  chosen.  After  the  usual  preparation  and  eiamiDationii 
he  was  sent  to  ahare  the  labours  and  persecutions  of  brethren 
iu  these  isles  of  the  west,  where  oppression  and  intolerance 
had  made  their  home.  Knteting  upon  the  sphere  of  toil 
assigned  to  him,  he  gave  himself  up  to  his  work  with 
untiring  zeal ;  and  won  far  himself,  in  a  high  degree,  tht 
love  of  the  people,  and  the  respect  and  confidence  of  his 
fellow- labourers.  But  his  sphere  of  labour  lay  in  a  district 
of  the  island  where  exhalations  from  wide-spreading  swamps 
and  lagoons  impregnate  the  atmosphere  with  the  subtle 
poison,  which  infecta  the  blood,  and  sends  it  rushing  through 
the  system  with  accelerated  force  and  fever  heat,  drying  up 
the  springs  of  life,  and  oflen  sending  its  victims  with  start- 
ling rapidity  to  the  grave.  Xot  many  months  had  elapsed, 
when  the  overpowering  sense  of  weariness,  the  racking  head- 
ache and  throbbing  of  the  temples,  with  heavy  pain  across 
the  loins,  indicated,  too  surely,  that  the  fever  had  laid  its 
blighting  grasp  upon  him,  and  that  the  seiMontny  was  at  band. 
Through  all  the  torturing  processes  of  bleeding,  blistering, 
sahvation,  and  physicking  to  which  fever  patients  wera 
in  those  da,ya  subjected  by  blundering  medical  practitionera, 
— often  more  surely  cutting  short  the  days  of  the  eufferer 
than  the  disease  itaelii — the  young  missionary  writhed  anil 
tossed  and  groaned,  antil  the  fever  bad  run  its  course. 
Assisted  by  a  vigorous  and  wiry  constitution,  and  not 
depressed  by  the  fears  and  anxieties  which  often  give  fatal 
potency  to  the  fell  disorder,  he  struggled  through  it;  and 
woke  up,  one  fine  morning,  after  the  crisis  had  been  followed 
by  several  hours  of  the  balmy,  refreshing  sleep  to  which 
he  had  long  IJeen  a  stranger,  free  from  the  fever,  but  feeblf 
and  helpless  as  an  infant.  Sustained  through  the  collapse 
by  powerful  stimulants,  nature  slowly  resumed  her  opera- 
tions ;  the  relaxed  muscles  and  nerves  recovered  somewhat 
of  their  usual  tension  j  and  the  patient  was  restored  from  the 
I  margin  of  the  gtuTe. 
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Hitherto   ha    had  always   stood  aloof  from  tlie  nea  oi 
tliose    stimulating    beverages     eo    lavishly   used   amongst 
I  the  doQiinnnt  clasB  in  the  colony.     But  the  smiling  disciple 
I  of  ^seulapiua,  who  had  tended  him  through  all  the  fierce 
,  attack,  as   he  took  his  departure,   turning  over  his  patient 
to  the  nureea  and  the  cooks,  laid   it   down,  with  all  the 
authority  which    professionals   of   his   class  are  too   often 
unwisely  permitted  to  assume,  that  he  must  take  a  glass  or 
two  of  good  wine  every  day,  and  that  he  must  also  drink 
'  a  little  brandy  and  water  instead  af  the  lemonade  and  other 
'   beverages  of  that  innocent  class   he   had  previously  heea 
accustomed  to   use.     Multitudes    of  these  medical  practi- 
tioners have  themselves  been  the  victims  of  the  delusion, 
that  ardent  spirits  are  essential  to  life  in  a  tropical  climate; 
and  the  writer  has  seen  not  a  few  of  them, — young  men  of 
good  skill  and  promise,  and  desirous  of  doing  right, — swept  to 
an  early  grave  by  meaus  of  the  alcoholic  poison ;  victims 
themselves  of  ill-judged  advice,  while  they  have,  by  similar 
evil    counsel,   backed    with   the  influence    of   professional 
aathority,    helped    to    midtiply    the    deluded  victimB    of 
intemperance,      "What  the  doctor  sajs  must  be  right?" 
and  the  young  toissionary,    willing  to  be  directed  by  the 
teachings  of  esperienoe  in  those  matters  in  which  he  could 
not  rely  upon  his  own  judgment  to  guide  him,  consented  to  act 
upoD  the  instructions  given  to  him. 

Thetemperancemovementwasnotyetdirectingmen'aminds 
to  the  wide-spreading  evils  resulting  from  the  use  of  aleoholio 
beverages,  and  the  dangers  that  lie  hidden  in  what  are 
regarded  as  the  proper  and  inuoceut  customs  of  society ; 
and  giving  salutary  warnings,  illustrated  by  thousands 
of  impressive  esamples,  of  the  insidious  character  of  such 
counsel  as  that  given  by  the  doctor  to  his  restored  patie&t. 
It  would  have  been  well  for  him  had  it  been  so ;  for  he 
might  than  have  been  on  his  guard,  and  mistrusted  the 
pernicious  advice.  But  with  unsuspecting  confidence  be 
adopted  the  practice  so  strongly  recommended ;  and  it  proved 
to  be  a  first  step  in  the  road  to  ruin.  In  many  cases  the 
eril  appetite  for  stroag  driak  increases  i&^\^3  uk  \^  Sa 
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ministered  to;  and  ibe  dangerous  babit  becomes,  In  time, 
a  master  passion.  One  of  tbe  early  reBuIt»,  in  tbia  young 
ininister,  of  acting  on  tbe  dangerous  counsel  given  to  him 
was  to  Blacken  his  zeal  for  usefulness ;  tbe  neit  to  darken 
and  beguile  bia  judgment,  leading  him  to  form  a  marringe 
without  due  consideration,  and  with  one  who  possesEed  Trie 
or  none  of  those  qualifications  which  might  make  'er  a 
help-meet  for  him  in  the  great  work  to  which  he  had 
solemnly  devoted  his  life.  Then,  greatly  lowered  in  tho 
eBtimation  of  his  fellow-labourers,  and  falling  more  and  more 
under  the  terrible  influences  which  were  fast  enslaving  hiai, 
his  vows  forgotten,  and  hia  responsibilities  lost  sigbt  of, 
his  work  was  thrown  up,  his  pastoral  charge  resigned ;  and  he 
ceased  to  belong  to  the  missionary  bond  who,  for  the 
advancement  of  their  noble  enterprise,  were  contending  willi 
oooibinationa  of  fierce  intolerance  and  perEecution,  and  guflVr- 
ing,  in  some  instances,  even  imprisonment  and  death. 

Through  several  years  the  debasing  habit,  which  hsd 
vitiated  his  character  and  wrecked  his  piety,  wa?  continueJ, 
and  gradnally  acquired  all  tbe  strength  of  a  ruling  passioa ; 
under  the  dominance  of  which  he  sank  into  deeper 
degradation ;  until  be  became  an  object  of  scorn  to  man}' 
and  of  pity  to  others,  who  knew  and  respected  him  in  tliu 
days  when  his  character  and  life  were  pure  and  spotleis, 
and  devoted  with  untiring  zeal  to  the  work  of  doing  good  to 
others.  Friends  endeavoured,  by  kindly  remonstratice  and 
counsel,  to  save  him  from  the  snare  of  tbe  evil  one.  But  it 
is  no  easy  matter  for  one  who  is  sunk  so  low  in  his  cma 
esteem,  and  in  the  estiraation  of  others,  to  recover  himself. 
In  the  present  instance,  it  was  the  case  of  one  tied  and 
bound  by  the  power  of  an  evil  habit  and  a  vicious  appetite, 
as  with  fetters  of  brass.  On  all  tbe  earth  there  is  not  a 
being  more  helpless  and  coore  degraded  than  the  aelf-mnde 
slave  of  intemperance.  lb  is  sound  practical  wisdom,  as  it 
is  the  eiercise  of  the  truest  benevolence,  which,  in  the  United 
States,  has  led  to  the  establishment  of  institutions 
asylums  where  int6m^6Ya.tite  \4  dealt  "HvtK  aa  a  species  of 
mania,  and  »   system  o^    tTea.\,meTA  '»  -^sawMft.  Nh^vA^ 
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multitudes,  sensible  of  their  own  helpleaanesB,  and  volun- 
tarily Buhmitting  to  it,  or  placed  under  it  by  kiud 
and  loving  friendf),  which  is  most  effectual  in  checking  them 
iu  the  downward  road  to  ruin.  But  no  benevolent 
institution  of  this  class  is  to  be  found  here ;  and  the  course 
of  death  is  pursued  to  the  end. 

And  the  end  baa  now  come.  With  a  vivid  remembrance 
of  the  former  sad  ease,  the  young  miBeionary  feels  that  there 
ie  no  time  to  be  lost ;  and  accompanjing  the  roesaenger  to 
the  house  she  has  come  from,  he  soon  finds  himself  in  the 
presence  of  the  sufferer,  who,  as  in  the  former  instance,  has 
been  suddenly  smitten  down  with  that  fell  disease,  delirium, 
tremens. 

This  is  in  some  re=peots  different  from  the  former  case. 
Entering  the  large  sitting-room,  which  is  called  the  hall,  the 
wretched  man  is  seen  Ijing  upou  a  mattress  placed  upon 
the  floor  iu  the  centre  of  the  room,  all  the  doors  and  windows 
being  wide  open,  to  give  him  as  much  air  as  possible.  A 
cool,  delicious  sea  breeze  is  sweeping  through  the  room. 
Several  friends  are  around  the  bed ;  and  the  wife  and 
another  person  are  sitting,  one  on  either  side,  applying 
cloths  dipped  in  vinegar  to  the  bead  of  the  patient,  and 
bathing  his  forehead  and  temples  with  Eaur de-Cologne. 
The  wreti;hed  victim  lies  on  hie  back,  speechleas,  and 
apparently  unconscious ;  but  he  La  in  strong  convulsions, 
trembling  violently  from  head  to  foot ;  the  features  twitch- 
ing ;  the  eyes  prominent,  wide  open  and  staring,  but  fixed 
in  such  a  way  as  to  indicate  that  tbey  perceive  nothing ; 
and  the  whole  countenance  bearing  such  an  expression  of 
horror  and  anguish,  that  it  is  frightful  to  look  upon.  It 
forces  upon  the  mind  thoushts  of  those  who  are  lost  and 
abandoned  to  despair ;  and  it  makes  that  young  missionary's 
soul  shrink  and  tremble  within  him,  as  he  looks  upon  it 
and  thinks  of  the  pact. 

The  account  which  he  gathers  from  the  anxious  wife  is, 
that  Mr.  L.   bad  not  been  well  foT  some  days,  though  able 
to  get  about ;  and  he  could  take  no  food.     Ho  swallowed 
BoiA/o^  tut  tie  poisonous  stimulanta  whic\ilaa.4ioTie'«i"£os^ 
2  o  2 
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'  him.  He  had  Titeu  later  than  usual  that  moni- 
itm,  and  was  preparing  to  go  to  public  worship,  when  he 
nddeniT  dropped  upon  the  fioor  ia  strong  conTulBioni. 
The  doctor  had  been  sent  for,  and  had  prescribed  bliatem, 
and  such  other  remedies  as  be  thought  proper.  The;  had 
brought  him  out  of  the  bedroom  into  the  hall,  hy  the 
doctor's  ordttr ;  but  the  coDVulsions  had  continued  with- 
out abatement ;  and  Mr.  1>.  had  never  spoken  a.  word  since 
the  attack  came  on ;  nor  had  he  given  the  slightest 
indication  that  he  was  conscious  of  anything  taking 
place  around  bat  bad  continued  in  the  atate  in  wbicli 
the  minister  then  beheld  him. 

No  language  can  describe  the  feelings  with  which  he 
stands  and  looks  upon  that  fearful  spectacle.  In  silence  be 
cant«mplatm  the  horror-stricken  face,  the  quivermg  limb, 
the  p«ntins>  &«me,  the  glaring  eye-balls  Sxedupon  vacancj; 
and  he  thinks  of  what  that  djing  man  once  was,  when,  In  the 
prime  of  youthful  piety,  he  devoted  himself  to  worlc  (or 
God.  He  thinks  of  what  he  might  have  been  in  the  chorch 
on  earth,  and  when  joined  to  the  shining  host  of  the  church 
aboTe,  if  he  had  not  unhappily  turned  aside  Irom  the  patli 
of  rectitude  and  peace.  He  thinka  of  what  he  had  become 
as  he  lies  there,  a  miserable  moral  wreck,  cast  down, 
poUated,  destroyed  by  strong  drink.  And  he  thinks— no, 
he  dares  not  pursue  the  train  of  thought,  and  dwell  upon 
theawfu)  future  in  couueiion  with  the  rain  stretched  bencatli 
his  eyu :  for  it  does  not  belong  to  bim  to  look  into  t'ht 
future,  and  speculate  upon  the  destiny  of  that  immortal 
being,  li  not  that  spirit,  though  beguiled,  corrupted, 
misled  by  treacherous  influences,  in  the  hands  and  at  tht 
disposal  of  one  whose  love  and  mercy  are  boundless.  And 
who  can  say  how  far  that  yearning  love  may  stretch 
out  a  gracious  hand  to  pluck  the  priceless  gem  of 
a  blood-bought  spirit  from  irremediable  ruin  and  woe? 
Who  but  the  Omniscient  One  knows  what  gracious  thoughts 
and  feelings,  awakened  by  Himself,  were  associated  with 
that  desire  and  inteatioa  to  repair  Xa  Vox.  sanctuary  whicb 
was  60  fearfully  iuterruplaiV     h^4.  'sVa  trai  ti-j  VcK'Caea 


^^^P  BLiaHTEO   LITEB.  389         ^^M 

there  is  not,  in  that  convulsed  and  shaking  frame,  though  ^^M 
apparently  ud conscious  of  things  around,  Qnd  incapable  of  ^^H 
com  rauni cation  with  this  lowtr  world,  a  apirit  moved  by  ^^^ 
gracious  impulses  to  look  with  penitence  and  prayer  to  the 
infinite  mercy  of  Him  who,  when  the  weight  of  a  world's 
gailt  and  woe  was  preasing  on  His  own  soul  on  the  cross, 
was  even  then  stretching  out  the  hand  of  power  and  love 
to  anatch  the  aoul  of  a.  dying  tnaleractor  from  the  hitter 
pains  of  eternal  death  ?  KBSolving  to  hope  againet  hope, 
and  looking  to  and  relying  upon  the  unlimited  goodncFS  and 
grace  of  the  sinner's  Friend,  the  missionary  endeavours  to 
arrcat  the  sufferer's  attention,  as  he  kneels  down  upon  the 
bed  by  his  side.  Tha  effort  ia  vain.  No  sign  indicates 
that  he  hears  a  word  of  what  ia  addressed  to  him.  But 
the  Saviour's  ears  are  not  heavy  that  He  cannot  hear. 
His  arm  is  not  shortened  that  He  cannot  save ;  and  to  Him 
appeal  is  made,  and  earnest  are  the  prayers  which  go  up  to 
him  from  the  bedside  of  the  dying  man.  Late  in  the 
evening,  and  later  in  the  night,  the  visit  ia  repeated ;  and 
f>rayer  is  again  made  to  the  Divine  Helper  to  bless  and  save 
the  departing  sinner.  Still  there  is  no  apparent  change 
in  the  condition  of  the  sufferer ;  the  trembling  of  the  limbs, 
the  staring  of  the  eyes  on  vacant  space,  the  eipression 
of  anguish  and  terror  upon  the  countenance,  continue.  But 
the  end  is  nigh ;  and  another  day  is  not  to  dawn  and  heboid 
him  among  the  living.  After  midnight  the  convulsions 
increase  in  violence ;  and  bt-forc  any  streak  of  light  appears 
upon  the  eastern  horiion,  after  a  dreadful  paroxysm,  the 
quivering  body  settles  into  quietude,  the  jaw  drops,  and 
life  ebbs  away.  Friendly  hands  close  the  ghastly  eyes ;  and 
the  spirit,  with  all  its  dread  accountability,  is  with  God. 
Standing  over  the  grave  prematurely  open  to  i 
blighted  form  bsfore  it  had  reached  the  prim 
manhood,  the  young  missionary,  whose  duty  it 
the  solemn  service  over  the  dead,  ponders  in  his 
those  counsels  of  heavenly  wiadom,  to  which  the  s 
him  seems  to  give  terrible  point  and  enei^y ;  "  Be  not  high. 
minded,  but  tear."  "Let  him  that  thlaVeftt 
•take  heed  lest  be  fail" 
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When-  faith  ie  Btrong  and  conEyieace  clear, 
And  words  of  peace  the  spirit  cheer, 
And  visioned  glories  half  appeur, 
'Tib  trimnph,  then,  to  die. 

Mas.  BxniiAUUi. 

SjiY  FOKMEB  paper  contained  sketches  of  "  blighted  lives," 
ffn_  the  inelaiieholy  reaulta  of  intemperate  haliits  by 
H^lD  which  to  many  are  ensnared  and  rained.  In  the 
same  missionary's  experience,  there  are  memories  of  scene! 
and  incidents  nhich  present  a  delightful  contrast  with  tk 
liod  histories  there  described  j — death-bed  scenes  which  im- 
pressively illustrate  the  beauty  of  Christian  holiniSB  ftodthe 
powsr  of  Divine  grace,  and  show  how 

"  The  chamber  where  tha  good  mau  meets  his  fate 
Is  privileged  hcjond  the  common  waUa  of  virtuous  life, 
Qaita  on  the  verge  of  heaven." 

As  the  reverse  of  those  darkly  shaded  pictures  thnt;  havt 
heen  presented,  two  others  are  selected  from  a  multitude  of 
cases  wituessed  hy  him  in  the  Garibhean  Isles,  exhibiting  the 
gladdening  gpectaele  of  the  Cbristian  triumphing^  over  death, 
and  shedding  a  fluod  of  beauteous  light  upon  the  record  of 
inspired  truth :  "  Mark  the  perfect  man,  and  behold  the 
upright ;  for  the  end  of  that  man  is  peace." 

"  I  have  come  to  tell  you,  minister,  that  Father  Harris  18 
sick.  I  have  heen  to  see  him,  and  I  think  he  will  soon  be 
going  home.  He  told  me  he  would  be  glad  to  see  minister." 
Such  were  the  words  addressed  to  the  missionary  already 
spoken  of,  by  one  of  the  most  devoted  and  intelligent  females 
among  the  three  \\\m4re<S.  c\asa.\B.ai.ei%  -sVo.W  ^.Va  ait's  "E 
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iogston,  looked  to  him  as  the  pastor  in  charge  of  the 
several  societies.  Some  six  y^ars  have  elapsed  Eioce,  iu  that 
city,  he  stood  and  wept  and  prayed  over  the  death-bed  of 
the  Bccond  victim  of  delirium  tremsns,  three  of  v/hicb  have 
been  spent  amongBt  the  magnificent  mountaina  of  St.  Ann's 
Parish,  where  the  perfection  of  rural  beauty  prevails  in  this 
region  of  perennial  Kummer  from  January  to  Dtceraher. 
But,  in  the  arrangeroenta  of  Divine  Providence,  he  has  been 
appointed  to  a  second  term  of  service  in  tbe  more  arduous 
and  wasting  duties  of  the  city  ;  a.ud  few  days  pass  in  whiuk 
he  is  not  called  upon  to  kneel  at  the  bedside  of  the  sick  or 
dying',  and  these  are  not  uufrequentlj  scenes  of  glorious 
victory  over  death.  Such  is  likely  to  be  the  case  with  the 
one  to  whicb  he  is  now  summoned ;  for  Father  Karris  is 
the  oldest  member  of  the  Methodist  churches  in  Jamaica, — 
the  only  surviving  member  of  the  first  claas  formed  in 
Kingston  by  Dr.  Coke,  nearly  sisty  years  ago;  during  all 
wLich  time  he  has  walked  with  God,  like  Euoob,  commanding 
the  veneration  of  sorap,  and  the  respect  of  all  who  knew  him, 
as  a  pattern  of  Curistian  simplicity,  integrity,  and  zeal. 

When  Dr.  Coke,  aiter  preaching  once  or  twice,  and  pro- 
voking the  hostility  of  a  godlcjs  multitude  against  himself, 
as  a  minister  of  the  truth,  announced  Lis  intL^ntion  to  form 
into  a  society  those  who  desired  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to 
come,  William  Harris  was  the  second  to  step  forward  and 
present  himself  as  a  candidate  for  admission.  A  few  siir.pie 
questions  elicited  the  information  he  wished  to  obtain,  and 
Dr.  Cuke  enrolled  Mr.  Harris  as  one  of  eight  wlio  consti- 
tuted the  earliest  Methodist  society  and  the  germ  of  the 
goodly  Methodist  churches  which  have  grown  up  and 
flourished  in  the  face  of  abundant  persecution  in  "the  land 
of  springs."  He  is  a  black  man,  born  of  slave-parents  in 
the  United  States  ;  who,  having  adhered  to  the  British  side 
diiring  the  revolutionary  war,  obtained  his  freedom  ;  and  at 
the  close  of  the  struggle  emigrated  to  Jamaica,  preferring  to 
live  under  the  protection  of  the  British  flag.  He  had  been 
a  member  of  the  Baptist  coloured  church  in  America,  and 
had  been  so  far  brought  under  religions  mfl.u-;wift  wi  to 


.   302  KOUA.HCB   or   TBX   UIBSION   FIELD. 

nail  a  sincere  desire  to  live  a  godly  life.  But  bare,  in 
Jamaica,  be  found  do  Christian  friends  to  confer  with  ;  no 
Ghriatiaa  teachers  that  could  give  him  counsel.  It  ii  true, 
colony  had  been  divided  into  parishes  ;  and  there  wctb 

n  who  derived  emolament  from  them  as  a  atate-paid 
clergy;  hut  they  were  alk  plave-holdere,  who  had  aeecpted 

I  sacred  office  for  its  salary,  and  who  looked  upon  thow 
guilty  of  being  born  with  a  dark  eompleiion  as  no  psrt  of 
their  charge ;  and  would  JTist  as  soon  have  thought  of  eitiog 
pastoral  attention  to  their  own  carrioge-horses,  as  to  tlie 
slaves  or  free  black  and  coloured  people  around  them.  It 
was  a  land  covered  with  darknesa  and  ein.  When,  therefor^ 
William  Harris  heard  that  a  minister  of  religion  had  arritsd, 
and  was  to  preach  in  High  Holborn  Street,  he  was  oub  oI 
the  first  to  repair  to  the  appointed  spot.  With  joy  he 
listened  to  the  messenger  of  Heaven.  His  whole  soul  mi 
melted  and  stirred  within  him  by  the  plain,  earnest  appenla 
of  the  preacher.  Here  waa  what  he  wanted  above  all  things 
on  earth  ;  one  who  could  tell  him  about  salvation  and  heawr. 
For  years  he  had  been  longing  and  praying  for  this,  and  noiv 
God  had  heard  and  answered  his  prayers.  When,  therefore, 
Dr.  Coke  invited  those  to  confer  with  him  who  were  willing 
to  he  united  together  in  Christian  fellowahip,  the  black 
American  emigrant  was  the  second  to  respond  and  present 
himself  for  acceptance,  the  first  being  a  white  lady,  a  Mrs. 
Sinith.  Like  William  Harris,  she  had  been  for  ycarslookin^ 
and  longing  for  that  light  to  reach  Jamaica,  which,  she  knew, 
was  spreaiiing  in  the  favoured  land  she  had  left  some  yean 
before,  where  she  had  listened  to  the  Wesleys  and  other 
men  of  God  He,  in  His  wisdom  and  love,  called  forth  to 
wake  up  a  slumbering  church  and  world. 

Nearly  all  the  different  shades  of  colour  were  represented 
in  that  little  band  of  eight  persons,  whom  the  missionary 
doctor  enrolled  as  the  first  Methodist  church  in  Jamaica ; — 
Mrs.  Smith,  a  white  matron ;  William  Harris,  a  hlack 
emigrant ;  Catherine  Dawson,  a  free  Mulatto  woman,  with 
representative 8  of  the  Quadroon  and  Meatee  classes, — types 
of  those  multitadea  qS  ai\  diftaiia  *Tii  cQ\iiasi-*V.(i  ^bto  kS^^- 
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wards  to  be  won  from  the  world  and  given  to  Christ.  Made 
v/iee  unto  salvation,  a.iii  rejoicing  in  the  experience  and 
privileges  of  the  children  of  God,  several  of  these  advareed 
rapidly  in  the  spiritual  life,  and  on  a  subsequent  visit  of  Dr. 
Coke  to  the  island,  Mrs.  Smith  and  William  Harris  were 
appointed  as  class -lead  era,  to  give  religious  couofel  to  the 
iDultipljiog  inquiries  after  the  things  of  God, — the  first  who 
held  that  office  in  the  Methodist  churches  of  Jamaica. 

After  some  years  of  loving  toil  for  Christ,  carried  on  in 
the  face  of  much  persecution  and  reproach,  Mrs.  Smith,  a 
true  mother  in  Israel, — a  fine  example  of  the  devoted 
Cibristian  lady, — finished  a  life  of  brilliant  usefulness  by  a 
death  of  holy  triumph  ;  and  pass  ed  within  the  veil,  to  await 
there,  in  the  presence  of  Jesus,  the  crown  and  the  reward  to 
be  given  ber  when  wondrous  grace,  undying  joy,  and  endless 
triumph  and  glory  will  he  brought  to  the  saints  at  the 
revelation  of  Jesus  Christ ;  while  her  mantle  rested  upon 
others  of  kindred  spirit.  But  William  Harris  lived  on,  and 
for  five  and  fifty  years  performed,  with  untiring  zeal 
and  with  great  intelligence  and  success,  the  duties  of  a  class- 
leader.  Hundreds  have  been  assisted  and  encouraged  by 
hia  wise  and  judicious  counsels  to  come  to  Christ ;  and  he 
baa  exhibited  the  power  and  beauty  of  religion  in  a  perfectly 
blameless  life,  and  hy  the  meek,  quiet  activities  of  self- 
denying  zeal  and  love,  whieb  seem  even  now  to  crown  his 
head,  white  with  the  snows  of  ninety  years  and  upwards, 
wilh  a  htt!o  of  glory. 

The  missionary's  steps  are  speedily  bent  towards  one  of 
the  eastern  streets  of  the  city,  where  he  knows — for  he  has 
often  been  there  before — the  lowly,  comfortable  cottage  of 
William  Harris  to  be  situated,  in  a  pleasant  and  quiet 
locality.  He  enters  a  house,  neatly  furnished  and  scrupu- 
lously clean,  where  a  tasteful  arrangement  of  sundry  glass 
and  china  ornaments,  and  specimens  of  native  skill  and 
natural  curiosities,  eihibit  traces  of  womanly  care  and 
refinement.  A  daughter  of  the  good  old  patriarch,  no 
longer  in  the  bloom  of  youth,  advances  to  meet  him  as  he 
appeiari  at  the  open  door  j  and  after  a  lew  vjqt:4&  eS.  ttt^waV 
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ful  salutation,  ushers  him  into  the  room  where  the  veteran 
ioldii-r  of  the  cross  ia  about  to  lay  dowtt  his  weapons  ind 
pass  away  to  the  better  land,  saying  like  the  conqoering 
upostle,  "  I  have  fought  a.  good  fight,  I  have  finished  mv 
'  course,  I  have  kept  the  faith."  The  loom  is  fumieheil 
with  some  taste  and  a  due  regard  to  comfort,  the  bedstead 
and  most  of  the  piincipal  articka  being  made  of  the 
superior  mahogany  which  the  country  prodiiceB,  Tfiere, 
Btretuhed  upon  sheets  as  white  as  the  driven  snow,  and  em- 
rounded  by  comforts  which  mauy  loving  hearts  are  auii^us 
to  provide  for  him,  lies  the  patient.  "  I  am  happy  to  Sfe 
you,  minister,"  he  says,  lifting  hia  hand,  withered  by  age, 
and  now  weakened  hy  disease,  to  take  that  of  Lis  visitor; 
"  I  am  going  home  ;  my  work  is  done,  and  Jesus  is  takiif! 
me  to  Himself."  It  is  even  so.  A  cold  taken  a  few  dajs 
ago  has  resulted  in  fever ;  and  there  is  little  ground  to  bopc 
that  the  frame  now  weakened  and  reduci;d  by  agrf  can  reiiat 
and  overcome  the  shock.  He  feela  a  conviction  that  th( 
*ickness  ia  unto  death,  and  that  he  will  never  leave  the  brf 
on  which  he  lies  until  friendly  hands  shall  bear  him  to  liif 
last  resting-plaoe  in  the  dust. 

The  mistionary  enters  into  eonversation  with  him,  »ail 
the  gooduess  and  love  of  Jesus  to  him  as  a  sinner,  the  pre- 
ciousness  of  Jesus  to  him  in  this  time  of  sickness,  and  tbc 
joys  and  glories  of  the  home  he  is  approaching,  are  t!ie 
topics  on  which  he  delights  to  dwell ;  the  dork,  ashy  coua- 
ti.'nance,  paled  by  sickness,  seeming  to  light  up  with  more 
than  earthly  joy,  a;  with  feeble  voice  and  broken  utteranoiiii 
he  refers  to  them. 

As  the  missionary  looks  upon  that  dying  old  man  » 
happy  and  triumpliaut,  now  that  dekth  and  eternity  are 
elose  at  hand, hia  mind  goes  back  to  a  widely  diSerent  scene, 
and  he  thinks  of  the  raving  maniac, — the  miaerahle,  hope- 
less victim  of  delirium  tremeng, — to  behold  whode  death- 
scene  he  was  summoned  in  another  part  of  the  island ;  and 
he  feels  how  true  it  is,  "  Heppy  is  the  man  that  findeth  wis- 
dom,and  the  man  that  gettetn  understanding Length  of 

days  is  in  htr  right  tani  -,  ani.  WWt  \!ift.^iaa!L-^Kfc)ia  and. 
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hoDonr Sbe  flhall  give  to  tbioe  head   aa  ornament  of 

grace;  a  crown  of  glory  shall  she  deliver  unto  thee."    There 

.  was  the  white  man,  the  wretched  victim  of  a  debasing  habit, 
sinking — ah  !  with  what  terrible  reluctance  ! — to  the  grave  ; 

,  his  life  curtailed ;  his  energies  blighted ;  hia  opportunities 
wasted ;  and  his  soul,  there  is  every  reason  to  fear,  utterly 
ruined  and  lost.  Here  is  a  despised,  daik-skinned  child  of 
A&ica,  who  has  wisely  chosen,  in  early  life,  the  hetter  part, 
and  kept  himself  from  the  paths  of  the  destroyer ;  and  now, 
after  a  long  life  given  to  God's  service,  a  career  of  useful  toil 
which  has  conferred  eternal  benefit  upon  hundreds  of 
immortal  spirits,  and  an  example  lustrous  with  all  the 
beautiis  of  holy  living,  extended  over  more  than  half  a 
century,  lie  is  coming  to  the  end  of  life,  loved,  honoured, 
aud  revertd  by  a  multitude  of  pt^ople,  sustained  with  the 
richest  consolations  of  Divine  grace;  not  a  shadow  of 
distrust  or  fear  upon  his  hallowed  spirit;  and  exulting, 
with  all  the  energy  that  age  and  sickness  have  left  to  him, 
in  the  sure  conviction  that  he  is  passing  away  to  tihare  the 
undjing  Joys  of  that  better  land  which  is  the  home  of 
the  saints  and  the  glorious  abode  of  angels  and  of  God. 

The  progress  of  the  disease  is  not  rapid  ;  but  it  is  surely 
undermining  the  citadel  of  life,  already  greatly  weakened  hy 
the  effects  of  time.  Two  or  three  times  the  missionary  stands 
at  ttat  bedside,  to  rejoice  with  the  eiulting  saint,, and  join 
with  him  in  prayer  and  praise.  Multitudes  who  have 
loDg  known  his  godly  walk  and  conversation  would  fain  look 
upon  the  dying  servant  of  the  Lord,  and  participate  in  Ms 
joy  and  triumph.  Many  of  his  Christian  asfociates  are 
admitted  to  the  hallowed  chamber,  and  none  depart  without 
feeling  something  of  what  inspired  the  bri'ast  of  him  who 
prayed  in  the  olden  time,  "Let  roe  die  the  death  of  the 
lighteous.  and  let  my  !a?t  end  he  like  his."  Three  or  four 
Oiija  suffice  to  bring  the  coriflict  to  an  end.  Death  conquer.i ; 
but  it  is  only  the  frail,  perishable  hodjthat  succumbs  to  his 
power ;  and  that  only  for  the  appointed  season,  until  the 
redemption  morning,  when  it  shall  come  forth  in  immortal 
life  auJ  htaaty  from  the  grave.     The  ranaovftci  Mii.-^'Mjn.- 
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fied  spirit  death  bas  no  pawer  to  touch.     Breathing 
of  love  and  triumph  to  the  end,  the  mortal  frame  sinks 
length  in  the  collapse  of  death,  and  the  ?du1,  tranEoendentlj 
happy,  wings  its  flight   to   God,      On  the  following 
attended  by  a  far-reaching  train  of  Christian  friends,  the 
wasted  remaias  are  borne  to  the  old  burial- ground,  to  be 
deposited  in  the  dust  amid  the  graveg  of  hundred: 
fiuifhed  their  course  with  joy.     The  pastor,  whose  datyit 
is  to  take  the  principal  part  in  the  last  ofTicea  for  the  deid, 
while  the  loud  swell  of  the  funeral  hymn  dies  on  the  hps  of 
the  thousands  who  have  follawed  the  departed  satnt  to  his 
last  earthly  resting-place,  feels  bow  sublimely  touehtng  and 
true  are  the  poetic  lines  in  which  the  great  minstrel  ti     n 
Aiethodist  song  has  moulded  the  apocalyptic  Biinonnceniat     | 
concerning  the  Lord's  departed  ones: — 

"  Hark  I  a  voica  divides  the  sky, 

Happy  are  tiie  faithfal  dead  1 
In  llie  Lord  who  sweetly  die, 

Tbej  Erom  sM  tbeir  toils  are  freed. 
Them  the  Sp  rit  hath  declared 

Blest,  imatt«rahly  blest 
JesuB  is  their  peat  Reward, 

Jesus  is  their  endleES  Best." 

Side  by  side  with  the  senior  pastor  is  one  who  is  soon  to 
realize  in  his  own  happy  eiperience  all  the  blessedneas  to 
which  these  glowing  words  refer,  and  exhibit  in  the  tri- 
umphant joy  of  an  unclouded  death-scene  an  impres^siTt 
contrast  to  the  shame,  sadness,  and  terror,  uot  to  say 
despair,  which  hung  darkly,  like  th'.ek  clouds',  over  the  close 
of  that  life  referred  to  in  a.  preceding  paper,  vitiated  and  cut 
short  by  the  driuk  fiend,  the  opening  of  which  was  bnllianl 
with  the  promise  of  missionary  usefulness.  He  has  taken 
part  in  the  solemn  service  just  concluded  ;  for  he,  too,  bears 
the  missionary  character,  and,  as  a  co-pastor  in  the  Circait, 
has  sympathized,  with  all  the  vigour  of  an  ardent  soul,  in  the 
Christian  joy  of  the  blessed  old  man,  who  has  just  passed  to 
the  triumphant  chnrch  before  the  throne  of  God,  He 
I   biB    but    recently     aitWiid,    a.^   V&e   T^.'^^aet^    tit.  '^ci'ai^SiS^ 
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I  manhood,  and  it  is  bat  bi 

s  miesionary  work.     Born  i 


X  years  since  he  entered  upon 

I  a  western  coanty  of  Eng- 
land, where  earnest  piety  abounds,  and  recommended  from  a 
I  meliropolitan  circuit,  he  has  broit^rht  nith  him  an  earnest 
I  ipirit  of  piety  and  a  devoted  7,eal,  which  have  abundantly 
justified  the  selection  made  of  him  for  missionary  toil.  In 
the  several  scenes  of  labour  in  which  he  has  exercised  bia 
;  ministry,  his  cheerful,  genial  piety,  and  loving,  tender 
I  courtesy  shown  to  all  classes  and  all  ages  alike,  have  gained 
for  him  the  affections  of  thouannda  of  loving  hearts ;  so  that 
I  witt  young  and  old  he  is  a  general  favourite  ;  while  his  laho- 
'  notis  zeal,  which  shrinks  from  no  amount  of  lahour,  and  the 
)  power  of  God  which  attends  his  lively  and  original  exposi- 
tions of  Divino  truth,  render  him  to  all  bis  brethren  a 
desirable  colleague.  Never  did  a  richer  unction  attend  his 
ministry,  never  did  he  live  more  fully  in  the  respect  and 
love  of  his  fellow-labourers,  than  at  the  time  when  he  stands 
with  them  over  the  open  grave  of  good  old  WiUiam  Harris. 
But  not  one  of  that  company  of  ministers  anticipates  for  a 
moment  that,  close  to  the  same  Epot,  there  will  ere  long 
be  another  grave  opened,  and  the  same  solemn  service  read 
over  one  of  their  own  number,  and  he  the  youngest  of 
them  all. 

Yet  such  is  tbe  fact.  The  one  blemish  in  that  devoted 
servant  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  the  only  thing  that  fastidious- 
ness itself  could  point  out  as  a  subject  of  blame,  is,  that  he 
does  not  eiercise  all  the  prudential  care  for  the  preservation 
of  health  that  may  justly  be  regarded  as  a  religious-  duty, — 
a  duty  owing  to  himself,  his  young  irife  and  child,  and  the 
church  of  Qod,  to  whose  service  he  has  consecrated  all  tbe 
energies  he  may  possess ;  and  which,  therefore,  ought  to  be 
preserved  and  guarded  with  such  vigilance  as  higher  and 
more  imperative  duties  will  permit.  Doubtless,  there 
are  times  when  health,  family  considerations,  and  even  life 
itself  are  all  to  be  disregarded  and  sacrificed  in  tbe  great 
Master's  eervice,  and  when  fidelity  to  Christ  can  only  be 
maintained  by  such  sacrifice.  But  neither  life  nor  health  ought 
to  be  recklessly  and  unnecessarily  Isbviebed  aiiOLViQK^^ui^^ 
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ifulness  brought  preniBtiurely  to  an  end,  wlien 
no  claims  of  dutj  demand  tbat  it  ahould  be  ao. 

Here  is  the  infirmity  whicb  friendly,  loving  eyes  see  canM 
to  blame.  There  is  not,  om  in  Eome  unliappy  ioBtances 
before  referred  to,  a  wicked,  wilful  waste  of  health  and  life, 
through  the  indulgence  of  a  vicious  appetite ;  for  total 
abstinence  from  the  use  of  alcohol  claims  him  as  one  ot 
its  staunch  adherents.  No :  it  is  that  he  is  too  prodigal  in 
expending  his  strength  for  Glod  ;  and  not  so  careful  to  guird 
against  unwholesome  influences  as  he  might  he,  without 
detracting  in  the  very  smallest  degree  from  the  efficiency  of 
his  labours.  But  no  doubt  euch  an  infirmity  of  judgment, 
— a  fault  leaning  to  rartue's  side, — may  well  find  esciwe 
in  the  all-loving  One  who  is  so  merciful  to  the  weaknesses 
of  His  creatures.  To  this  it  is  justly  attributed  that,  after 
a  short  career  of  usefulness,  he  falls  under  the  inUuence 
of  one  of  those  insidious  diseases  of  the  tropics  so  fatal  to 
human  life.  Dysentery  in  au  aggravated  form  lays  him 
prostrate,  and  most  reluctantly  for  a  season  he  is  eon- 
strained  to  relinquish  the  work  in  which  his  whole  soul  ia 
absorbed.  By  medical  treatment  the  dire  disease  seems  to 
be  checked ;  but  before  nature  has  been  allowed  sufficiently 
to  rally  her  energies  after  such  severe  prostration,  setting 
aside  the  kindly  remonstrances  of  anxious  friends,  and  the 
earnest  pleadings  of  a  loving  partner,  be  is  found  giving 
himself  up  as  freely  as  before  to  efi'ortB  and  journeys  which 
are  beyond  his  partially  recruited  strength.  The  conse- 
quence is  a  relapse.  With  intensified  energy  the  fell 
malady  retarns,  to  find  its  victim,  enfeebled  by  the  former 
attack,  less  fitted  than  before  to  resist  its  enervating  power. 
The  best  medical  skill  available  is  exerted.  AU  that  warm 
affection  can  dictate  is  done  to  arrest  the  complaint  and  save 
the  valued  patient.  But  it  may  not  he.  One  paroxysm  of 
intense  anguish  succeeds  another  with  augmented  violence ; 
and  it  becomes  too  evident;  that  the  days  of  the  loved  one 
are  numbered.  The  honoured  servant  of  Christ,  upon 
whose  lips  thousaads  bs-va  Wn^  wlti'ii  deli'jh.t  and  profit, 
aad  tV'e  a^^i  cS  ^\a  Nit\^^  ■^•iMnsf,  "\!S.t, 
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I  before  it  has  reached  its  meridian,  is  about  to  be  eclipsed  in 
the  darkness  of  the  grave. 

All  are  depressed  and  sorrowfnl  with  the  thought   but 

J  himself.  It  is,  to  all  the  loving'  friends  that  hover  around 
that  sick  bed,  a  sad  and  mournful  refli^ction  that  a  life  and 

'  ministry  so  fraught  with  blessing  and  usefulnesa  should  be 
suddenly  cut  short ;  but  to  himself  it  is  matter  of  fervent 
joy.  How  often  have  they  heard  him  heralding  hia 
approach  with  the  cheerful  strains, 

"  And  we'll  all  giya  Him  glory  Trhcn  wo  atrlTe  at  homo  !  " 
Bub  now,  while  he  sings  the  jojous  words  with  all  the 
energy  his  wasted  powers  are  capable  of,  his  countenance 
becomes  radiant  with  the  hope  that  this  glorious  home  is 
close  at  hand,  and  he  is  about  to  enter  in.  Not  even  the 
thought  of  hia  young  wife  and  eliild  being  left  behind  has 
any  effect  in  making  him  cling  to  earth.  "God  will  take 
care  of  them,"  he  says  ;  and  in  a  somewhat  different  sense 
from  that  with  which  he  has  been  accustomed  to  use  it,  the 
couplet  is  often  upon  his  lip^,  as  if  he  were  anxious  to 
depart  and  be  with  Christ, — 

"  Come,  Lord,  the  drooping  sinner  cheer, 
Kor  let  Tliy  chariot  wheels  delny." 
SscTuciating  pains  often  rack  the  debilitated  frame ;  and 
as  he  draws  near  to  the  fatal  crisis,  powerful  convulsions 
betoken  the  approach  of  the  all-subduing  foe,  recallingtn  the 
memory  of  one  who  loots  upon  the  servant  of  God,  smitten 
down  in  his  young  manhood,  a  vivid,  painful  recollection  of 
that  other  one,  who  had  also  once  borne  the  missionary 
character,  whom  he  saw  trembling  and  convulsed  in  the 
grasp  of  the  king  of  terrors.  But  O!  how  different  the 
one  case  from  the  other !  In  this  there  is  nothing  to  fear 
concerning  the  future.  In  that  there  was  hardly  room  to 
hope.  Here  is  one  whom  the  Divine  Master  is  taking, 
in  glorious  triumph,  to  the  Heavenly  Faradise  withia  the 
veil.  There  was  one  who  was  departing, — only  the  All- 
merciful  could  say  where ;  for  even  charity  itself  could  not 
<&«  to  Bay, — it  could  only  faintly  hope, — ^"B.e  w 
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Baved  by  grace,  passing  home  to  God."     This  is  one  win 

has  run  the  course  of  ihe  juet,  shiDing  more  and  icon 
lirilliantly  like  the  orb  of  day,  and  setting  in  glory  nithoati 
cloud.  That  was  the  case  of  one  sinking  in  dark  cloodi 
from  human  ken;  but  whether  to  rise  in  brightness  in  i 
more  glorious  world,  or  to  suffer  an  everlaetiog  eclipse,  ntut 
be  lett  to  the  revelations  of  eternity.  It  is  the  contraet  of 
the  faithful  and  the  lallen  ;  between  one  who  endured  with 
unswerving  fidelity  to  the  end;  and  one  who  turned  aside 
and  fell,  seduced  by  treacherous  vice  to  paths  of  danger 
and  ruin. 

The  scene  so  painful  ^et  triumphant  closes.  The  last 
convulsive  throe  shakes  the  weakened  and  attenuated  frame, 
and  ahowa  the  power  of  the  terrible  disease  which  ii 
permitted  by  Him  who  hath  the  keys  of  death  and  of  Hadte 
to  cut  short  that  young  and  valued  life ;  and  then  the  eje 
rests  upon  a  young  and  newly-made  widow,  weeping  ia 
hitter  agony  over  the  inanimate  remains  which  the  halloffd, 
victorious  spirit  has  just  cast  off,  to  enter  an  everlasting 
rest.  Sad  is  the  overwhelming  conviction  that  now  comet 
home  to  that  desolate  heart,  that  the  being,  more  dear  to 
her  than  all  the  world  beside, — the  one  she  has  loved  so  well, 
— loved  as  only  woman  can  love, — the  possessor  of  all  earthly 
excellencies,  is  to  her  no  more  for  this  life  ;  and  that  alone, 
in  the  solitude  of  early  widowhood,  bereft  of  the  tender 
care  and  loving  sympathy  which  promised  to  fill  her  patii 
through  life  with  so  much  of  peace  and  joy,  she  must,  with 
her  fatherless  boy  tread  that  path  alone.  Bitter  is  the 
thought  that,  unaided  'by  the  counsels  she  has  found  so 
precious,  and  from  which  she  hoped  so  much,  she  most 
bear  alone  all  the  momentous  responsibility  of  training  that 
young  heir  of  immortality  to  follow  his  father  to  the  skitB. 
But  she  knows  in  whom  she  has  believed,  and  her  trust  is 
that  God  will  not  withhold  His  aid  and  blessing  in  this 
noble  undertaking,  so  worthy  of  a  mother's  yearning  love, — 

worthy  of  a  life's  devotion  ! 

It  is  a  tcncbisg  en^  \t>  u  axi  uia^r&£,ti.iQ  ocene  that  the 
UBxb  day's  sun  8t.e4a  Iwa  TSja  ■vi.'^Qii, «»  '      ' 
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unclouded  tropical  glory  towards  the  western  horizon ;  for 
all  that  is  earthly  of  the  young  missionary,  so  early  taken  to 
his  rest,  is  being  home  to  the  grave.  There  are  none  of 
the  gorgeous  trappiogs  of  woe.  A  plain  hearse  bears  the 
cofEn,  and  a  few  weepers  of  crape  around  the  hats  of  those 
nearest  to  the  coffin  are  the  only  funeral  adorameDits 
considered  requisite  for  the  occasion.  But  many  of 
the  great  onea  of  earth  go  to  the  proud  mausoleumB 
prepared  for  them  without  such  honours  as  distinguished 
the  closing  scene  in  the  history  of  this  young  servant  of 
Christ.  Thousands  upon  thousands  have  assembled, 
uninvited,  to  make  part  of  that  funeral  procession ;  men, 
women,  and  children  are  gathered,  as  if  some  mighty- 
conqueror  whom  all  delighted  to  honour  were  about  to  ho 
consigned  to  the  dust ;  and  all  who  can  command  a  black 
coat  or  gown,  or  a  mourning  handkerchief  or  ribbon,  have 
brought  them  forth  on  this  occasion.  In  thousands  of 
eyes  glisten  tears  of  grief;  or,  chasing  each  other  down  the 
Bahle  cheek,  they  bear  eloquent  witness  to  the  affection 
with  which  the  departed  was  honoured,  as  the  funeral 
cortege  moves  slowly  through  the  streets.  It  is  no  easy 
matter  to  convey  the  body  into  the  chapel,  because  of  the 
dense  throng  whicii  crowds  the  commodious  building. 
Equally  difficult  it  is  for  the  bearers  to  approach  the  open 
grave  with  their  precious  burden.  At  length  they  do  so  ;  the 
coffin  is  lowered  to  its  resting  plice, — earth  to  earth,  ashes 
to  ashes,  dust  to  dust, — in  sure  and  certain  hope  of  the 
resurrection  of  the  dead  ;  and  the  solemn  service  closes  with 
a  hymn,  loud  sobs  making  themselves  audible  amid  the 
lofty  swell  of  a  multitude  of  voices  singing  in  melodious 
Etndna: — 

"Yes,  tlie  Chrietian'a  coarae  is  ran, 

Ended  is  the  gloiiouB  strife ; 
Fought  ths  fight,  the  work  ia  done, 

Death  is  BwoJIaw'd  up  oi  life  I 
Borne  b;  angels  on  their  wings. 

Far  from  earth  the  epirit  files, 
Finds  his  Ood.  end  site,  and  singx 
Triumphing  in  Paiadise." 
n  D 


w 
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A  few  days  hare  elapsed,  and  a  dense  throng  of  peapio  ii 
assembled  in  and  around  the  principal  place  of  woraMp  in 
the  city.  Nearly  all  are  in  black,  or  eke  have  bUck 
adornings  to  the  clean  white  dresses  they  wear  on  tbe 
occasion ;  for  it  is  tbe  time  when  the  funeral  aenoon  of 
the  departed  missionary  ie  to  be  delivered.  Suveral  of  )ua 
brethren  and  colleagues  are  there,  who  loved  him  well ;  bub 
tbe  principal  part  of  the  service  has  been  confided  to  one 
who  was  the  boyish  companion  of  the  ascended  one,  ud 
the  associate  of  his  youth ;  who  sought  with  him  the 
blessing  and  joys  of  religion,  and  entered  with  hira  upon  the 
delightful  work  of  labouring  for  precious  eoiiIs, — the  choera 
Christian  friend.  It  is  fitting  and  proper  that  the  honour 
— whatever  of  that  there  may  be  in  it — of  improving  tbe 
early  death  of  the  loved  one  should  belong  to  this  coni- 
Right  well  end  judicioQsly  does 
leeaaion.  No  fulsome  eulogy  ii 
mpliments  are  uttered  ;  bnt  to 
nd  perfect  gift  all  tbe  hoDOur 
and  praise  is  ascribed,  while  he  shows,  in  a  discourse  eloquent 
in  its  simplicity  and  appropriateness,  that  the  friend  mi 
brother  just  passed  out  of  sight  and  gone  home  to  Oodwas"! 
good  man,  and  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost  and  of  faith;  ai 
much  people  was  added  to  the  Lord." 

Living,  weeping  witnesses  all  around,  who  hare  ben 
awakened  and  brought  to  God  through  his  instrumentality, 
can  set  to  their  seal  that  of  him  these  words  are  true.  The 
sermon  ended,  tbe  minister  whose  co-pa*tor  the  departed 
missionary  has  been,  and  whom  he  has  loved  and  lamented 
with  all  the  warm  affection  of  a  brother,  rises  to  say  a  few 
words  to  the  congregation.  He  speaks  of  the  young  widow 
and  the  fatherless  boy,  who  has  only  seen  a  few  months  of 
life;  and  the  sad  bereavement  tbey  have  sustained,  which 
is  aggravated  by  the  painful  fact,  that  tbey  are  left  with 
very,  very  slender  claims  upon  any  means  of  earthly 
support.  He  will  not  dishonour  the  memory  of  his  departed 
Iriend,  by  presenting  his  widow  and  little  one  to  thdc 
notice  as  begg\ng  tot  VeX'e  sft.  ftiaa  ViiAa,   tw^  Wow 


panion  of  his  early  days. 
he  improve  tbe  mournfu 
indulged  ;  no  flattering 
the  Giver  of  every  gooc 
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notliiiig  of  his  intention  to  make  any  reference  to  them  on 
this  occasion.  They  could  not  know  it ;  and  none  could 
know  it ;  for  it  is  only  now,  while  listening  to  the  bouI- 
moving  remarke  of  the  preacher  who  has  just  sat  down, 
that  the  propriety  of  mentioning  the  subject  there  and  then 
has  suggested  itself  to  his  mind.  He  will  only  state  the  fact 
that  the  widow  and  her  child  are  left  more  than  ordinarily 
destitute,  without  friends  and  without  a  home.  He  will 
aik  them  for  nothing ;  but  knowing  how  well  they  loved 
the  husband  and  the  father,  he  will  furnish  tlie  opportunity 
for  the  eierciee  of  their  own  generous  impulses,  by 
attending  himself  at  one,  and  bis  two  colleagues  at  the 
other  two  chapels  in  the  city,  for  an  hour  or  two  about 
midday  on  the  morrow. 

At  the  appointed  hour  in  the  morning,  hundreds  are 
there  with  tear-stained  cheeks,  bringing  each  an  offering, 
small  in  itself  in  many  instances,  but,  when  regarded  in  the 
same  light  as  the  widow's  two  mites,  liberal  indeed. 
Hundreds  of  children  are  there  too,  for  the  young  minister 
was  specially  beloved  of  children, — all  with  oiferings  of 
greater  or  less  value  ;  every  one  of  thera  precious,  however, 
as  the  spontaneous  tribute  of  true  affection,  and  no  doubt 
graciously  appreciated  by  Him  who  looks  at  the  hearts  of 
givers.  Nor  do  his  missionary  brethren  hang  hack  from 
teatifying  their  love  to  their  viilued  brother,  by  showing 
kindness  to  those  he  has  left  behind.  It  is  a  source  of 
intense  satisfaction  to  him,  who  suggested  to  the  kindly 
consideration  of  ChriBtian  friends  that  the  widow  and  her 
fatherless  son  had  claims  upon  tbeir  sympathy,  while  it  is 
honourable  to  the  liberality  of  the  donors,  that  in  a  short 
time  he  is  able  to  make  a  favourable  iavestment  of  several 
hundred  pounds ;  all  of  it  the  cheerful,  spontaneous  gift  of 
love.  This  is  done  in  such  a  way  as  to  afford  efficient  aid 
to  the  bereaved  mother  in  bringing  up  her  boy  in  the  land 
of  his  fathers,  in  a  manner  befitting  the  memo  y  ot  his 
smuted  sire,  and  prepare  him  to  play  a  worthy  part  upon  tha 
stage  of  hfe  ;  the  mother  blessed  ia  her  son, — the  son  equally 
blessed  in  iis  mother. 
3  D  2     
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It  IB  3  further  cause  of  eatiBfaction  and  joy,  when  after 
the  lapse  of  twenty  yearB  he  meets  that  mother  and  hq 
a^in  m  the  west  of  Eng-land,  to  find  that  God's  hand  liu 
been  upon  them  both;  the  prayers  of  the  long  ascended 
father  and  the  living  mother  for  their  boy  have  been 
answered  in  his  early  conversion,  and  in  the  devotion  of  lii* 
heart  and  life  to  Ood ;  and  that,  blooming  into  manhood,  it 
is  about  to  offer  his  gifts  and  enet^es  to  he  employed  in 
that  ministry  in  which  it  was  hia  father's  delight  and  honont 
to  live  and  die.  May  the  blessing  of  his  father's  Ood  male 
the  eourse  of  the  young  minister  to  bo  one  eminently 
enriched  with  all  the  fragrant  graces  and  beauties  of  Cbris- 
tian  holiness,  and  abounding  with  the  fruits  of  the  higher 
wisdom  that  winneth  souls  for  God  I 


CROSSING  THE  ATLANTIC. 

IsE  eea  is  miglit;,  but  a  migliticT  bwb;b 

Hia  teafleas  billows.    Ihaa.  ^hoae  haada  have  BMO'p'i 

His  bonndless  gnlfa  and  bruit  his  aboie,  Thj  broatli. 

That  moved  ia  the  bf  Bmniog  o'er  his  face, 

Mcy?es  o'er  it  evermore.    The  obedient  waves 

To  its  atrong  motion  roll,  and  rise  and  fall, 

{S?T  ia  a  lively,  restless  scene,  calculated  to  perplei  the 
vIk  quiet  mind,  that  presents  itself  to  a  party  of  travellers 
o'  03  they  step  from  their  hackney  oarriagea  in  the  dock- 
yard at  Southampton.  A  small  steamer,  which  is  employed 
as  a  "tender,"  to  convey  pasEengers  and  the  mails  to  the 
larger  vessels,  is  alongside  the  quay,  and  appears  already 
crowded  with  persons  who  are  going  off  to  the  "La  Plata," 
now  lying,  ready  for  her  departure,  in  what  are  called  the 
Southampton  Waters.  Trunks,  carpet-bags,  &c.,  inter- 
mingled with  packing-cases  of  all  shapes  and  sizes,  aie  piled 
in  heaps  upon  the  narrow  deck  of  the  little  vessel;  while, 
from  stem  to  stem,  almost  every  available  portion  of  space 
appears  occupied  by  the  owners  of  these  miaeellaneouB 
articles,  all  carefully  defended  by  cloaks,  shawls,  muffs,  and 
furs,  against  the  bitter  cold  of  a  January  morning,  which 
is  to  witness  their  departure  for  a  brighter  aad  a  warmer 
clime.  Still,  however,  porters  are  rapidly  traversing  the 
narrow  plank  which  affords  access  to  the  tender,  and  a  con- 
tinuous stream  of  passengers  pours  in,  until  it  becomes  quite 
impossible  for  any  of  the  earli 
plaue  where  they  have  taken  thi 


arrivals  t-o  move  from  the 
stand,  or  have  been  fortu- 


sate  enough  to  secure  a  seat.     And  how  motley  is  the  crow 


L 
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squeezed  together  within  those  narrow  limits !  French  and 
Spanish,  Eaglish  and  German,  Portuguese  and  Meiioan,  the 
Mulatto  and  the  Negro,  exhibit  here  their  distinguiehing 
peculiaritien,  as,  like  a  flock  of  migratory  birds  at  the  daw 
of  summer,  they  are  all  on  the  wing  for  the  far  west.  The 
bell  rings  ;  the  plank  connecting  the  tender  with  the  shore 
L3  withdrawn  ;  the  sharp  shrill  Toioe  of  the  call-hoy  convej* 
to  the  invisihle  engineer  the  command  to  "turn  ahead;" 
and  the  nohle  steamers  that  grace  the  dock,  destined  for 
distant  voyages  both  to  east  and  west,  are  speedily  leli 
behind. 

In  a  few  minutes  the  docks  are  cleared,  and  the  voyagm 
with  their  friends,  are  moving  swiftly  down  the  placid 
Southampton  "Waters,  toward  the  point  at  which  "  La  Plata," 
with  the  well-known  Bailing  signal  flying  at  her  mast-hod, 
is  proudly  seated  on  the  bosom  of  the  deep,  waiting  to 
receive  her  freight.  Even  at  the  distance  of  two  miles  she 
appears  large  and  majestic  ;  but  when  a  quarter  of  an  iKmr 
has  brought  the  tender  near,  her  graceful  and  magnificent 
proportions  become  more  distinctly  visible.  VarioB! 
emotions  swell  the  bosoms  of  those  who  gaze  upon  her ;  for 
while  some  are  thoughtless,  others  are  nob  unmindful  of  tiie 
perils  of  the  great  deep.  In  the  midst  of  their  admiratian, 
the  thought  suggests  itself  to  some  minds,  "  Possibly  that 
noble  vessel  is  destined  to  become  my  cofHn ;  and  to  beai 
down  to  the  unsearchable  caverns  of  the  ocean  a  multitudeof 
immortal  beings,  who  with  unsuspecting  confidence  are  about 
to  entrust  themselves  to  the  treacherous  flood."  They  do 
not  forget  the  tragicil  fate  of  the  "  President,"  whict 
perished,  how,  or  when,  or  where,  no  man  living  can 
explain;  or  the  still  more  recent  catastrophe  of  the 
"  Amazon."  No  one  ventures  to  espress  the  thoughts  that 
are  busy  within  him;  yet  the  inquiry  arises,  "Will  she  safely 
traverse  the  broad  Atlantic  with  the  souls  aboard  her  ?  or, 
like  her  hapless  predecessor,  will  she  be  lighted  up,  a  blazing 
beacon,  to  startle  and  appal  the  nation  with  details  of 
frightful  suflering,  hau-\iieadth.  caqk^^  and.  £  elf-sacrificing 
JieroiBm?" 
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The  tender  is  sow  alongBide,  appearing  but  a  cockle-shell 
in  compariBOn  with  her  loftj  priocipal.  A  scramble  to  get 
on  board  ensues,  the  Btronger  elbowing  and  thrusting  aside 
the  weaker,  as  if  life  itself  depended  upon  being  among  the 
first  to  tread  "La  Plata's"  decks.  But  the  more  tinii3, 
who  have  patiently  waited  their  turn,  with  the  nurses  and 
children,  are  aU  in  due  time  banded  over  the  tender's  paddle- 
box  by  polite  and  attentive  officers.  The  piles  of  baggage 
are  also  carefully  transferred  to  the  larger  vessel ;  the  whole 
speedily  disappearing,  as  porters  from  the  shore  hear  it  away, 
and  deposit  it  in  the  cabins  respectively  apportioned  to  the 
several  owners.  Some  nitBtakes  have  occurred  in  the  hurry 
of  embarkation.  Cabin  No  9,  which,  along  with  three 
others,  Nos.  7,  11,  and  13,  has  been  engaged  by  a  family 
party  of  seven  persons,  is  found  occupied  by  strange  boxes 
and  carpet-bags,  the  owner  of  which  ie  beginning  to  imcord 
them,  with  a  view  of  putting  things  in  order,  and  making  all 
as  anug  and  comfortable  as  possible,  while  the  vessel  lies 
quietly  at  anchor.  Explanation  follows  ;  when  it  is  found 
that  the  stranger  has  got  into  "  the  wrong  box,"  by 
mistaking  No.  9  aft  for  No.  9  forviard,  where  the  berth  to 
which  he  has  a  legitimate  claim  awaits  his  occupation.  A 
word  or  two  of  good-humoured  apology  sets  the  matter 
right ;  and  on  the  shoulders  of  a  sturdy  porter  the  intruding 
baggage  is  borne  away  to  the  Itss  sumptuous  yet  com- 
fortable range  of  cabins  before  the  funnels. 

The  large  and  haudeome  saloon,  extending  in  length  nearly 
seventy  feet,  and  beautifully  fitted  with  panels  and  twisted 
columns  of  bird's-eye  maple  and  cushions  of  crimson  velvet, 
presents  a  lively  scene.  Family  parties,  exchanging  a  few 
last  words,  are  grouped  in  different  directions ;  while  the 
purser  and  the  company's  clerks,  at  separate  tables,  are  busily 
engaged  iu  rectifying  mistakes,  adjusting  conflicting  claims, 
or  startling  some  of  the  passengers  by  accounts  for  "  extra 
baggage."  Many  on  board  are,  manifestly,  foreigners.  At 
one  end  of  the  spacious  apartment,  a  loquacious  little 
Frenchman,  whose  fierce,  squirrel-like  eyes  are  almost  the 
caly  part  ofbiB  features  not  concetiled  \>3  &  insas  qI  ca-TV 
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GolttTftted  hair,  is  curying  on  au  lutgry  dispute  witb  oneot 
the  company's  clerks,  and  two  or  three  of  the  pasBengers,  wto 
appear  to  be  interested  on  the  other  side  of  the  question.  It 
is  impossible  for  those  who  are  in  the  vicinity  not  to  overheu 
the  conversation,  in  which  several  other  parties  on  both 
sides,  as  well  as  the  principal  disputants,  take  a  vociferou 
part ;  and  it  soon  becomes  apparent,  that  the  dimlnutife 
Frenchman,  through  some  mistake  of  the  compauy'i 
Parisian  agent,  has  obtained  the  occupancy  of  a  cabin  pre- 
Tiously  engaged  by  an  Euglish  resident  at  Bogota,  who 
quietly  insists  on  having  the  accommodation  forwhich  he  bu 
etipolated  and  paid.  The  Frenchman  has,  however,  the  ad* 
vantage  of  poesession.  With  the  key  of  the  apartment  in 
his  pocket,  he  seta  argument,  entreaty,  and  authority  alike 
at  defiance ;  and,  with  a  volubility  perfectly  overwhelming, 
persists  in  asserting  his  right. 

The  dispute  remains  unsebtled,  when  it  is  aonoiinced  that 
the  tender,  which  had  returned  to  Southampton,  has  again 
pot  off  from  the  shore  with  the  mails ; — the  well-known  sign 
that  the  ship  will  speedily  put  to  sea.  A  few  minnll^H 
suffice  to  bring  the  little  steamer  alongside ;  when,  uu^^^ 
the  superintendence  of  the  agent, — an  old,  battered,  ll^H 
nearly  worn-out  lieutenant  of  the  navy, — the  mails  lie 
brought  on  board.  Nearly  seventy  stout  canvas  bags,  and 
other  packages,  each  requiring  two  or  three  men  to  lift  it, 
contain  the  mass  of  correspondence  and  news  for  transports- 
tion  to  the  west.  What  a  world  of  emotion  is  hound  up  in 
the  contents  of  those  packages !  Kow  much  of  hope  and 
despondency,  of  joy  and  sorrow,  may  he  latent  there !  When 
those  mail  bags  shall  have  yielded  their  sealed  treasures, 
what  impulses  will  be  given  to  the  yearnings  of  a  heartless 
cupidity  on  the  one  hand,  and  to  the  noble  sentiments  and 
Mpirationa  of  a  self-denying  benevolence  on  the  other! 
As  the  bags  are  successively  handed  over  the  ship's 
aide  by  "La  Plata's"  brawny  tars,  their  destination  may 
be  read,  printed  on  the  canvaa  in  large  characters.  The 
word  "  Havana "  shows  aovtva  to  be  designed  for  Cube, 
where  the  worst  ^iottota  e>i  s\aN«t^  aae  ^'<^  la.TOf^jisi'i,,  ■isi&. 
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several  hundred  thousands  of  htimaD  beings  croiicli  and 
writhe  under  the  laah.  On  others,  "Vera  Cruz"  reveals 
the  fact  that  the  miners  of  Mexico  have  their  share  in  the 
coutenta  of  the  mail;  while,  na  "Jamaica,"  "St.  Kitt's," 
"Antigua,"  " Barbadoes,"  &o.,  meet  the  eye,  the  beholder 
is  reminded  that  there  is  in  that  vast  heap  of  letters  and 
papers  something  to  cheer  the  hearts  of  Christian  missioD- 
aries,  who,  in  those  lovely  and  fertile  isles  of  the  Caribbean, 
parsue  with  diligence  their  work  of  faith  and  labour  of  love, 
among  the  emancipated  children  of  Africa. 

Among  others  who  have  come  off  vritb  the  mails,  is  Captain 
Tincent,  the  superintendent  of  the  company's  aS'airs  at 
Sonthampton,  and  formerly  in  command  of  one  of  their 
ships ;  whose  stentorian  voice  is  now  heard  from  the  gang- 
way, speaking  in  accents  of  authority.  It  transpires  that 
the  matter  of  the  disputed  cabin  has  been  referred  to  the 
superintendent  by  the  English  claimant;  who  avows 
his  determination  to  take  his  family  ashore  in  the  tender, 
uid  throw  up  his  passage  altogether,  if  the  company's 
engagement  with  him  be  not  carried  into  tfTect.  The 
disputatious  Frenchman  is  by  no  means  inclined  to  yield  to 
the  more  equitable  demand,  even  when  that  demand  is 
sustained  by  the  decision  of  Captain  Vincent.  With  gleam- 
ing eye  and  untiring  vociferatioa,  he  still  protests  that  he 
will  keep  possession.  "  Where  is  the  carpenter  ?  "  inquires 
Captain  Vincent ;  and  that  functionary  soon  makes  bis 
Appearance.  "  Go  and  break  open  the  cabin-door,  and  let 
this  gentleman  in,"  is  the  laconic  order.  "  Ay,  ay.  Sic." 
Sardly  sooner  said  than  done ;  and  the  carpenter  is  back  in 
afew  moments,  "The  cabin  is  open.  Sir."  The  discomfited 
Galilean  retires,  chagrined,  from  the  now  hopeless  contest ; 
and  the  successful  competitor  goes,  well  pleased,  to  take 
possession.  Again  the  voice  of  the  superintendent  is  heard. 
"Captain  Weller,   I  have  ordered  the  cibin  Ko. — to  be 

broken  open,  and  given  to  Mr. .     You  will,  no  doubt, 

make  the  gentleman  who  had  it  as  comfortable  as  possible 
somewhere  else."  "  Ay,  ay.  Sir,"  responds  the  captain, 
mth  manly  voice,  from  the  top  o£  tlie  pai4\e-Vi'£.    "  Txwb 
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gentleman  shall  be  made  comrortable.     I  will  girehimnj 
own  oabio,  if  h«  likes  to  take  it." 

What  a  magic  influence  is  there  in  kindnees!  The  tow 
and  manner  in  which  these  words  are  spoken,  together  wi& 
the  generous  spirit  thej  breathe,  have  in  a  moment 
awakened  in  many  breasts  a  feeling  of  respectful  regard  for 
the  speaker ;  which  is  by  no  Tneaas  lessened,  when,  ctawn 
to  the  quarter  whence  the  voice  proceeds,  the  eyes  of  vmi 
of  the  passengers  rest,  for  the  first  time,  upon  the  man  mtdir 
whose  guidance  aiid  continand  they  are  about  to  proceed 
BcroBs  the  watery  waste,  and  upon  whose  vigilance,  skill,  and 
energy,  under  God,  not  only  their  comfort,  but  the  saffe^ 
of  their  lives,  will  depend.  With  anxious  glanoe  bii 
form  and  countenance  are  closely  scanned ;  and  he  ban 
the  scrutiny  well.  He  looks  every  inch  a.  sailor.  Tbi 
modest  uniform  of  the  company  enwraps  a  stout,  musculir, 
symmetrical,  and  well-knit  frame,  capable  of  enduring  B 
large  amount  of  fatigue,  and  not  likely  soon  to  break  down. 
Not  the  slightest  trace  of  effeminacy  is  there.  The  gold- 
laced  cap  is  seen  to  surmount  a  countenance  which  insfHits 
at  once  confidence  and  respect.  There  is  a  good-buDioarsd 
frankness  beaming  from  the  eye,  which  invites  the  beholder 
to  look  again,  and  leaves  on  his  mind  a  pleasing  imkge- 
But  there  is  also  an  expression  of  determination,  and  even 
of  daring,  which  imparts  the  comfortable  assuranoe  th«t 
in  any  emergency,  where  manly  courage  and  cool  self- 
possession  are  required,  reliance  may  be  placed  on  ou 
captain. 

All  preparations  ore  now  completed.  The  passengers  hare 
finally  shaken  hands  with  shore-going  friends,  and  seen 
them  pass  through  thagangway  into  the  tender,  while  both 
dropped  the  parting  tear.  The  two  vessels  have  separated; 
and  the  foam  from  the  massive  paddle-wheels  shows  that  the 
voyage  has  commenced  in  earnest.  The  little  tender, 
running  parallel  for  a  few  moments  with  the  departing  ship, 
sends  forth  three  hearty  farewell  cbeera,  which  are  as  heartily 
returned  by  "  La.  Pb.Wft  "  msa,  "iVartfttuist  ^^  ^^^  "*  '■''* 
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shrouds.  Each  parsuea  its  course  ;  the  tender  Tetuming  to 
the  docks  at  Southampton,  while  the  maseive  mail-boat, 
directing  her  stem  toward  the  Eritisli  Channel,  ploughs  her 
way  throagh  the  deep,  leaving  in  her  wake  a  broad  line  of 
foam  to  mark  the  increasiDg  rapidity  with  which  she  glides 
ftway  from  the  ahoreH  of  Old  England. 

Dinner  is  quickly  served  after  the  vessel  is  fairly  under 
weigh  ;  and  hoth  ranges  of  tahlea.  which  run  the  eutire 
length  of  the  spacious  saloon,  are  seen  completely  filled  with 
the  passengers, — for  the  most  part,  strangers  to  each  other. 
To  those  who  koow  something  of  the  casualties  of  a  sea- 
voyage,  it  appears  not  very  probable  that  they  will  all 
assemble  on  the  morrow  in  the  same  place  again.  And  so 
it  proves.  Tlie  evening  is  comparatively  serene  ;  the  Keedles, 
and  the  Portland  lights,  are  successively  passed,  together 
with  a  large  steamer  homeward-bound,  supposed  to  be  the 
*■  Magdalena ; "  and  our  noble  ship  makes  rapid  progress 
down  the  Channel,  until  at  length  the  decks  are  cleared,  and 
all  have  retired  to  their  berths,  indulging  the  hope  that  an 
easy  and  pleasant  run  lies  before  them.  But  during  the 
night  the  wind  iocreases,  and  the  sea  becomes  agitated, 
imparting  conaiJerable  motion  to  the  vast  fabric  that  is 
cutting  her  way  through  the  rolling  waves.  The  usual  con- 
eequsnces  of  such  a  state  of  things  ensue.  Long  before 
daylight  voices  are  heard  from  all  parts  of  the  ship  allotted 
to  passengers,  earnestly  calling  for  the  services  of  the  steward 
and  stewardess;  and  many  a  note  of  distress  and  suffering 
issues  from  the  unknown  depths  of  the  vessiil. 

Morning  dawns,  and  the  sea  no  longer  presents  the  placid 
and  grateful  a»pect  of  the  evening  before.  It  wears  an 
angry  appearance.  The  ship  rolls  and  pitches  considerably, 
rendering  it  difhcult  for  even  the  practiced  stewards  and 
waiters  to  keep  their  feet.  When  breakfast  is  spread,  the 
Boene  is  very  different  from  that  of  the  dinner  hour  on  the- 
previous  day.  Of  the  numerous  passengers,  scarcely  one  ia 
ten  appears  in  answer  to  the  summons  ;  and  some  of  thosO' 
who    do     emerge    Irom    their     cabins    look    erceedingly- 
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woebegone.  So  that  now-  the  saloon,  in  its  compsratiie 
stillness  sjid  desertion,  wears  an  air  of  gloom  and  desohtion, 
increasing  the  depression  already  prevalent.  It  U  the  same 
at  dinner.  A  plentiful  repast  is  spread ;  but  the  loud  ringing 
of  the  steward's  bell  calls  forth,  in  addition  to  the  captiin 
and  otficers  who  usually  preside  at  the  tables,  only  some  ten 
or  a  dozen  ghostly -looking  persons,  who,  in  sheer  desperatioii, 
resolve  at  least  to  make  an  attempt  to  shake  off  the  fiend 
of  sea- sickness.  Alas!  th«  effort  is  vain.  One  or  twodd 
sea-goers,  despite  the  rocking  and  plunging  of  the  ship,  keep 
their  places,  and  do  justice  to  the  viands  spread  before  them; 
but,  in  other  instances,  the  very  sight  and  odour  of  the  Ibod 
I  prove  utterly  unendurable,  and  the  issue  ia  a  hasty  ud 
^^H  inglorious  retreat. 
^^1  Another  day  dawns,  hu.t  hringa  no  improvement  in  the 

^^F      weather.   The  wind  has  veered  round  to  the  west,  and  btowi 
I'  very  strong.     Yet  the  pasaengers  begin  to  leave  tlieir  berths. 

A  few  pale  and  dishevelled  ladies  may  be  seen  reclining  upon 
the  cushions  and  settees  of  the  saloons ;  and,  towards  eveaiiig, 
some  of  the  other  sex  find  courage  to  ascend  the  poop,  and 
gaze  upon  that  wild  and  aoigry  abyss  of  waters,  raging  u  if 
they  would  swallow  up  the  ship  and  all  that  it  contains.  To 
some  minds  it  occurs,  (and  it  is  far  from  a  gratifying  re- 
flection,) that  this  is  the  anniversary  of  the  fearful  lose  ot 
the  "Amazon."     It  was  two  years  ago  this  evening,  neai 

I  the  spot  where  "  La  Plata  *'  is  now  labouring  on,  and  during 
the  prevalence  of  a  similar  gale,  that  the  numerous  denizeni 
of  that  ill-fated  ship  were  startled  from  their  sleep,  in  the 
dead  of  night,  to  find  themselves  shut  up  in  a  blazing  vessel; 
and  compelled  to  choose — as  many  as  were  not  already 
suffocated  in  their  berths — between  the  hm-ning  fiery  furnace 
beneath  their  feet,  and  the  poor  chance  of  safety  they  had 
incommittingthems.'Ives  to  the  mercy  of  the  billows.  Should 
a  similar  calamity  be  permitted  to  occur,  how  few  of  those  on 
hoard  could  be  preserved  !  How  small  the  probability  that 
even  one  boat  could  live  through  a  voyage  of  hundreds  of 
miles,  in  that  boiling  and  roaring  sea !  The  lapse  of  hour 
after  hour  brings  no  mt^^atiQa  ol  ^%  %'^%.  Ciii.'C&ei'iKSi^vii'j^ 
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its  fury  mcreaBes  day  from  day,  until  at  length  it  blows  a 
perfect  hurricane,  and  the  moat  experienced  seaman  on  board 
acknowledges  that  he  has  never,  in  these  latitudes,  known  a 
gale  to  surpass  it  in  strength  and  duratiou.  Viewed  from 
the  quarter-deck,  the  scene  is  one  of  terrible  sublimity, 
bringing  forcibly  to  mind  the  words  of  the  psalmist,  "  They 

that  go  down  to  the  sea  in  ships see  His  wonders  in  the 

deep."  The  huge  billows  lift  up  their  hoary  heads  on  high, 
while  the  force  of  the  wind  is  so  great  as  to  out  off  their 
curling  summits,  driving  and  scattering  them  abroad  in 
clouds  of  ^pray.  Far  as  the  eye  can  reach,  the  ocean  is 
white  with  foam.  Yet,  associated  though  it  is  with  the  idea 
of  peril  to  the  ship  and  the  two  hundred  and  seventy  souls 
with  which  she  is  freighted,  the  scene  is  one  of  impressive 
grandeur  and  betuty,  suggestive  of  loft  j  and  salutary  thoughts 
concerning  the  perfections  and  glories  of  the  Almighty  One, 
who  holds  these  vast  and  storming  waters  in  the  hollow  of 
His  hand,  '  Here  it  is  that  man  feels  how  little  and  how 
helpless  he  is.  Now  lifted  up  to  the  heavens,  then  plunging 
into  the  deep  trough  of  the  sea,  how  can  he  curb  or  control 
the  fury  of  the  boisterous  elements  ?  Nothing  but  a  single 
plank,  or  iron  plate,  which  the  nest  shock  of  the  waves  may 
hopelessly  displace,  prevents  his  sinking  into  the  unfathom- 
able gulf  that  yawns  bunidath.  And  here  it  is  that  he  feels 
how  vast  and  illimitable  must  be  the  power  of  that  Divine 
Brang  who  made,  and  who  controls  at  His  pleasure,  those 
turbulent  and  roar'ng  billows  ;  who  sits,  in  calmest  majesty, 
above  the  water-floods,  and  reigns  a  King  for  ever. 

Onward  through  the  gale  "  La  Plata"  pursues  her  course. 
Her  command;  !■  amply  justifies  the  confidence  which  his 
frank  and  manly  bearing  at  iirst  inspired.  He  has  never 
before  seen  the  ship  he  now  commands  so  thoroughly  tested ; 
but  her  admirable  qualities  become  fully  developed  by  the 
trial  she  is  passing  through.  He  urges  her  onward,  in  the 
teeth  of  the  tempest,  at  the  rate  of  nearly  seven  knots  an 
hour.  He  knows  that  the  gale  may,  in  these  latitudes, 
continue  for  two  or  three  weeks ;  and  wisely  concludes,  that 
the  test  and  shortest  method  will  te  to  6,mc  \)cife'^w»^ 
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througli  it,  with  all  the  Epeed  of  which  she  is  capable.  And 
right  nohlj  does  she  second  her  captain's  wishes.  Oiten. 
she  is  Btunued  for  a  momeDt  or  two  by  the  thundering  blow 
of  some  maeflivc  wave  upon  her  starboard  quarter,  and  ereif 
timber  creaks  aa  if  ehe  would  go  to  piecee.  Still  she  nxt 
gallantly,  keeping  her  bowsprit  directed  to  the  sailing  point. 
Under  the  impulse  of  her  powerful  engines,  she  throws  uidt 
the  threatening  waters,  and  dashes  on  her  way.  Nowalie 
pitches  forward,  as  the  monster  billow  sinks  under  her  bowa, 
as  if  she  would  plunge  head- foremost  into  the  flood,  and 
disappear  altogether,  while  a  torrent  of  foam  and  spray  ii 
sent  to  the  very  extremity  of  her  far.sfcretching  decks.  Thai, 
again,  she  rolls  into  the  trough,  until  some  of  the  terrified  pas- 
sengers  shriek  in  deep  alarm,  lest  she  should  never  recovei 
her  equilibrium ;  but,  turning  over,  spttle  down  for  ever  bto 
the  iathomless  deep.  But  onward  still  she  moves;  and 
during  all  this  contention  with  tempestuous  winds  tmi 
raging  seas,  extending  over  a  period  of  five  days  and  nigkts, 
not  a  timber  in  the  well- compacted  and  beautiful  vessel  is 
started ;  no  increase  of  bilge-water  indioates  that  her  seanu 
have  been  strained.  Easily  and  gracefully  rising  and  falling 
with  the  waves,  she  promptly  answers  to  every  motion  of 
the  helm,  and  rushes  on  her  course  as  if  instinct  with  life. 
How  fit  an  emblem  of  the  man  of  6od  ]  How  like  thegreat 
apostle  of  the  Gentiles !  Xo  matter  what  hostile  wind  maj 
blow,  or  what  opposition  may  fur  a  season  impede  his  course. 
The  tempest  may  rage,  the  billows  may  roll,  and  he  may  be 
tossed  about,  apparently  abandoned  to  the  mercy  of  the 
elements.  As  the  noble  vessel  is  urged  onward  by  the 
untiring  play  of  the  vast  power  within  her  own  bosom;  bo 
the  apostle,  under  one  guiding  impulse, — the  constraining  love 
of  Christ, — presses  forward  in  the  course  of  duty  and  sufifering, 
unwearied  and  undismayed,  always  making  for  the  same 
point,  and  saying,  "  This  one  thing  I  do,  forgetting  those 
things  which  are  behind,  and  reaching  forth  unto  thoee 
things  which  are  before,  I  press  toward  the  mark  for  the 
prize  of  the  high  calhng  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus," 

It  is  during  the  olti-tecQiim^  uveA-'Cvaife  V^W^  the  moEt 
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ftmoeing  incidentB  occur.  The  destruction  of  glass  and 
earthenware  ia  very  extensive ;  and,  on  her  return  to  South- 
ampton, the  "  La  Plata  "  will  be  found  to  have  "  expended  " 
largely  in  these  departmente  during  her  voyage.  The  table 
in  the  ladies'  saloon  has  just  been  supplied  with  basins  of 
soup,  plates  of  hiscuit,  water-decanters,  and  glasses,  fur  the 
refreshment  of  some  who  are  still  too  unsettled  to  appear 
above  stairs  ;  when  a  sudden  lurch  of  the  ship  sweeps  the 
table  clear,  and  the  carpet  ia  cohered  with  the  wreck.  A 
load  crash  in  the  steward's  pantrj  proclaima  the  downfall  of 
one  of  the  waiters,  in  the  midst  of  a  mass  of  crockery,  ready 
to  be  deposited  on  the  table;  and  a  similar  noise  in  the 
lobby  proceeds  from  another  who  has  been  overturned  while 
both  arms  were  laden  with  plates  and  gUssea.  All  parts  of 
the  ship  in  turn  send  forth  sounds  of  breakage  and  ruin.  In 
the  large  saloon  sad  confusion  prevails.  Now  a  lamp  glass 
not  securely  fastened,  darts  from  its  position,  and  is  dashed 
to  shivers  against  the  wall,  within  an  inch  of  a  passenger's 
bead.  The  soup  tureen  takes  a  sudden  fling,  and  three- 
fourths  of  its  contents  are  poured  in  the  bosom  of  some 
unlucky  one  who  happens  to  he  sitting  in  the  way  of  its  pro- 
gress. Ducks  swim  off  nearly  the  whole  length  of  the  table, 
after  a  fashion  altogether  new,  and  far  lesa  graceful  than  that 
in  which  they  were  once  accustomed  to  glide  along  their 
favoorite  element.  And  so  with  other  viands.  It  is  a  lively 
hat  not  a  pleasant  scene  ;  for  few  are  without  apprehension 
that  there  is  great  peril  to  the  ship  in  these  warring  winds 
and  fiercely  raging  tieas.  The  gale  has  continued  four  days 
and  nights,  and  there  is  no  sign  of  abatement ;  on  the  con- 
trary, the  tremendous  blows  und<^r  which  the  vessel  reels, 
and  the  inercasiog  violence  with  which  she  rolls  and  pitches 
upon  the  swiftly-heaving  billows,  "would  indicate  that  both 
wind  and  sea  rise  higher  and  wax  stronger  still.  Fear, 
amounting  almost  to  agony,  is  torturing  some  breasts. 
With  others  arise  touching  reminiscences  of  the  families 
they  have  recently  left  behind,  or  have  been  hoping  soon  to 
meet  again.  Misgivings  concerning  the  past,  and  painful 
appiehensiona  of  tie  future,  hold  alternate  swa^  •,  a.ii.'l.  ^tu^ii 
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crowded  depths  of  ihe  ship,  especially  daring  the  duk 
watches  of  the  night,  many  earnest  prayers  go  up,  in  Mine 
instances  from  hearts  little  accustomed  to  such  an  eiennM, 
appealing  to  the  mercy  and  power  of  Him  who  measorai  ths 
waters  in  the  hollow  of  Hia  hand. 

At  daylight,  on  the  fifth  day,  the  tempest  has  reacW  ita 
height ;  and  it  is  fearful.  Several  heavy  seaa  have  broken 
over  the  bows,  carrying  away  a  portion  of  the  framewoA 
beneath  the  bowsprit,  when  one  huge  wave,  with  a  aim 
like  thunder,  striking  the  Teasel  with  a  violence  which  fin 
the  moment  stops  her  com^e  and  causes  every  plmk  md 
hulk-head  to  creak  and  quiver,  is  found  to  have  torn  trnj 
one  of  the  life-boats,  which  is  seen,  bottom  upwards,  dririi^ 
rapidly  to  leeward,  as  the  ship,  arousing  herself,  as  it  were, 
from  the  shock,  urges  on  her  course.  This  is  a  loss  to  be 
lamented,  not  only  as  the  boat  would  be  invaluable  in  can 
of  such  an  emergency  as  may  possibly  arise,  with  a  ship  hav- 
ing two  hundred  and  seventy  souls  on  board  ;  but  because  it 
was  one  of  the  boats  saved  from  the  unfortunate  "  AmMon," 
— one  which  did  its  part  in  bearing  to  land  the  few  sonls 
that  escaped  the  catastrophe  of  January  4th,  1S33. 

The  mercury  rises  in  the  barometer,  throughout  the  dsyj 
and  towards  evening,  and  throughout  the  night,  there  is  a 
perceptible  improvement,  welcome  beyond  expression  to  the 
tempest-tossed  and  wearied  inmates  of  the  ship.  The  holy 
Sahhath  dawns  upon  the  ocean  still  rolling  with  majestic 
power,  but  exhibiting  a  milder  and  more  pacific  aspect.  The 
captain  thinks  the  sea  too  rough,  and  the  motion  of  the 
vessel  too  great,  to  permit  the  holding  of  Divine  serrice; 
especially  as  the  clothes  of  the  men  forward,  and  the  boxes 
of  some  of  the  passengers,  have  been  thoroughly  saturated 
during  the  gale.  Tet,  surely,  after  so  impressive  a  mani- 
festation of  Divine  power,  it  would  be  a  grateful  and  becom- 
ing thing  to  render  public  thanks  and  worship  to  Him  who 
has  heard  prayer,  and  saved  the  ship,  with  her  crew  and  pas- 
sengers, from  the  perils  of  the  deep.  In  the  afternoon  the 
moderated  state  of  the  weather  renders  it  safe  even  for  the 
female  portion  oi  ttie\o^D.%ftw^JawJ'iWis  tsxt.'Ci«Qi?{.'ij^^a!k; 


IJiither  moat  of  them  repair,  Bome  to  read,  and  others 
pange  away  the  time,  (which  the  r^gulationa  of  the 
1  will  Dot  permit  to  be  spent  in  gamus  of  chance,)  undEi 
a  cIoadleBs  sky,  inhaling  the  balmy  breeze ;  while  others 
prefer  to  read  the  holy  Word,  and  meditate  or  converse  upon 
the  things  of  God,  in  the  quiet  of  the  almost  deserted  Baloon. 
Within  a  week,  how  great  a  change  has  heen  experienced ! 
Iiast  Sabhath,  orercoats,  cloaks,  and  furs  were  in  general 
regnisition ;  and  even  these  were  scarcely  sufBcient  to  pro- 
tect the  wearers  i^iust  the  ehilling  sharpness  ot  the  keen 
northerly  breeze.  Now  all  these  wrappings  are  cast  aside  : 
the  genial  breath  of  spring  fans  the  cheek ;  and  it  is  felt 
that  England,  with  its  fogs,  and  gloom,  and  ever-changing 
dimate,  is  left  far  behind. 

The  Sabbath  is  over.  The  gale  has  passed  away,  and  left 
no  traces  of  its  power  upon  the  face  of  the  deep,  now  smooth 
and  placid.  With  unruffled  surface,  as  if  it  had  never  been 
Sf^tated,  the  sea  gently  rises  and  falls,  imparting  scarcely  any 
perceptible  movement  to  the  immense  and  powerful  iabric, 
which  now  urges  her  rapid  progress  through  the  water,  like 
the  courser  straining  every  nerve  to  reach  the  appointed 
goal.  The  outspread  awning  extends  a  grateful  shade  over 
the  spacious  after-deck,  and  a  gay  and  joyous  multitude  is 
gathered  there.  Children,  set  free  from  the  imprisonment 
of  the  close  and  suffocating  cabins  below,  and  no  longer 
labouring  under  the  depressing  influence  of  sca-sicknees,  are 
racing  along  the  decks  vribh  all  the  careless  hilarity  of  youth. 
Mothers  are  toying  with  their  infant  charge.  The  busy 
needle  and  the  crochet-hook,  plied  by  nimble  fingerfi,  are 
fulfilling  their  duty.  Books  and  chess-boards  are  in 
demand.  Everything  wears  a  smiling  aspect.  Even  the 
thoroughbred  horse,  having  ridden  out  the  storm  in  his  box 
on  deck,  and  the  two  monstrous  sheep  from  the  Cotswold 
Hills,  as  they  waddle  about  the  lower  deck,  appear  pleased  at 
the  change  in  the  weather.  Indeed,  there  is  nothing  to 
show  that  the  ship  has  been  engaged  in  a  protracted  conflict 
with  the  elements,  except  it  be  the  funnels  whitened  to  the 
top  with  the  Bpray  that  has  dashed  againat  tiiem  ■Mift.  Vi!^ 


F418  EOMiyOB   OF   THE  MIBStOIT  FIELD.  ^ 

them  encrueted  with  salt ;  the  brolceii  framework  at  the 
bows ;  and  the  solitary  piece  of  wreck  left  hanging  to  tbe 
davits  when  the  life-boat  was  wrenched  sway ;  together  with 
the  clothes  of  seamen,  and  officers,  and  paesengeri,  Bpresd 
out  in  the  fore-part  of  the  vessel,  to  dry  in  the  rays  of  the 
now  unclouded  sun. 

It  is  interesting  to  survey  the  different  groups  into  wlidi 
the  occupants  of  the  deck  are  divided.  Yonder  is  the  fKtnilj 
of  a  wealthy  planter,  proceeding  with  a  traia  of  domeetira 
to  Bogota,  in  the  far  interior  of  South  America,  where  ho 
flourishes  as  a  large  landed  proprietor ;  whose  poaseasiona 
are  designed  to  be  enriched  by  the  well-bred  stock  forming 
part  of  the  cargo.  The  sedate,  quiet-lookiog  gentleman, 
whose  silvery  locks  denote  that  more  than  sixty  sommere 
have  passed  over  his  head,  is  said  to  be  the  president  of  the 
privy  council  in  the  British  island  which  coutuss  his  hunie. 
The  matron  at  his  elbow  is  his  wife  ;  and  two  young  ladies, 
near  to  them,  are  their  daughters,  whose  pale  and  eicklj 
aspect  wcjuld  seem  to  indicate  that  they  have  crossed  the 
Atlantic  in  a  vain  search  after  health  ;  while  the  sable  habi- 
liments of  the  party  show  ttat  they  have  recently  endured 
the  pang  of  separation  from  tome  one  allied  to  them  hj 
affection  or  blood.  A  puisne  judge  from  one  of  the  colonies 
promenades  the  deck,  with  his  wife  hanging  on  his  uini ; 
while  their  children,  some  of  them  subjects  of  sore  afBiction, 
may  be  seen  at  play  below, — eicept  one,  whose  more  dis- 
tressing case  is  hidden  from  sight.  A  general  in  the 
service  of  Lou's  Napoleon  figures  among  the  passengers ; 
and  an  English  profeijsor  of  the  healing  art,  remarkable 
for  notbixg  except  that  he  has  imbibed  sceptical  nations, 
of  which  he  appears  to  be  half  ashamed,  while  his  pious 
and  intelligent  wife  is  wholly  so.  A  thick  volume,  which. 
ho  has  handed  to  a  missionary  as  "a  very  deep  book," 
torus  out  to  be  a  Socialist  publication,  containing  a  mise- 
rably shallow,  feeble,  and  impudent  attempt  to  invalidate  the 
holy  Scriptures,  and  set  aside  man's  accountability  for  bis 
belief  and  his  actiona. 

A  group,  near  fti6  w\ie^-^\tiMfie,''iaTE^%'Q.^dl"^e*As^S^ 
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planters.  There  are  several  from  Barbadoes ;  one  of  whom, 
B  tall,  thin,  elderly  personage,  once  sympathized  with  the 
\iewa  and  feelings  of  a  wicked  faction  who  deatrojed  the 
Wesieyan  chapel  in  that  island  many  years  ago.  But  he  has 
lived  to  come  under  better  and  holier  influences ;  and  he  vow 
rejoicea  over  the  downfal  of  a  moat  atrocious  ayetem  of 
slavery,  which  in  former  time  he  was  ready  to  uphold,  if 
needful,  by  eacrilege  and  murder.  Another,  from  Jamaica, 
bas  adopted  the  uarrow  views  which  have  long  characterized 
his  oIbes  in  that  island,  and  contributed  largely  to  bring  upon 
it  tbe  blighting  displeasure  of  a  righteous  God,  and  to  over- 
spread a  beautiful  colony  with  desolation  and  ruin,  A  new 
class  of  men,  influenced  by  nobler  views,  and  adopting  a 
more  generous  and  common-sense  policy,  must  be  raised  np 
to  fluperintenJ  its  cultivation,  ere  Jamaica  will  arise  from  the 
^uet,  and  share  the  agricultural  and  commercial  prosperity 
which  is  revisiting  other  British  possessions  in  the  Caribbean 
Sea. — A  missionary  party,  also,  swells  the  number  of 
passengers.  A  Baptist  missionary,  after  a  few  wonthB*' 
absence  to  recruit  his  health,  is  returning  to  his  pastoral 
charge  in  the  interior  of  Jamaica,  having  left  his  family  in 
England  until  it  ahall  be  seen  whether  his  spare  frame  has, 
by  the  brief  sojourn  "at  borne,"  acquired  suflicient  vigour  to 
endure  the  wasting  labours  of  a  tropical  climate.  The  meek 
and  (juiet  spirit  which  he  breathes,  together  with  a  shrewd 
and  discriminating  knowledge  of  men  and  things,  augurs  well 
for  the  churches  that  shall  be  placed  under  his  pastoral  care. 
The  other,  a  Wesleyan  missionary,  after  several  years' 
residence  in  England,  preceded  by  seventeen  years  of  inter- 
esting toil  among  tbe  Negroes  of  tbe  Caribbean  group,  ia 
going  hack  witb  bis  family  to  enter  again  upon  that  fruitful 
scene  of  labour.  Sable  vestments  tell  of  recent  inroads  made 
by  death  upon  that  domestic  circle.  Three  youthful  females, 
not  in  mourning,  help  to  make  up  the  party,  being  the 
children  of  a  missionary  labourer  atiU  in  the  field,  who,  after 
seven  years'  absence  at  school,  are  returning  to  the  shelter  of 
the  paternal  roof. 

A  respectable-hokiDg,   elderly    genftemaii,  ot  fea  "««« 
^^  3  E  2 
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French  loquacity,  eshibits  ab  his  button-hole  the  symbol  of 
the  legion  d'hotineur ;  and,  on  icquirv,  it  is  ascertained  tbit 
be  is  proceeding  to  Guadeloupe,  to  assame  the  administration 
of  the  governmeat  of  tliat  colony.  Another,  with  well- 
cultivated  moustache  and  beard,  hut  a  decided  Mulatto,  i«on 
his  way  to  the  penal  settlement  of  Cayenne,  whither,  under 
the  iron  rule  of  the  Bonaparte  who  has  grasped  the  reins  of 
government  with  energetic  hand,  so  many  unfortunate 
Frenchmen  have  been  banished.  He  goes  to  fill  some  im- 
portant judicial  appointment  in  that  region  of  Buffi;ring  and. 
death.  Aconaiderablecompaoy  of  French  people  of  bothseic^ 
moftiy  in  the  bloom  of  youth,  are  proceeding  to  Californijr 
in  hope  of  reaping,  aa  professors  of  the  drama,  a  goldtn. 
harvest  in  that  community  of  treasure-seekera  ;  and  two 
French  families,  comprising  three  generations,  are  returning, 
after  a  visit  to  Europe,  to  their  adopted  home  in  the  land  of 
the  Spaniard,  where  the  kidnapped  Negro,  robbed  oE  Iw 
manhood  and  of  his  liitorty,  is  compelled  to  herd  like  thfr 
brute  in  barracoons,  and  is  chased  to  a  premature  grave,  often, 
to  a  bloody  one,  by  terror  of  the  bloodhound,  the  braading- 
iron,  and  the  scourge.  Strange,  that  not  only  men,  but 
lively,  youthful,  tender  women,  will  brave  all  the  horrors  of 
the  slave-land,  when  wealth  is  to  be  gained,  and  beoome 
familiarized  with  scenes  of  cruelty  and  torture  which  angels 
would  shudder  to  behold  ! 

Onward  "  La  Plata  "  speeds,  and  eflsts  behind  her  mire 
than  three  hundred  mile3  per  day.  With  outspread  smIs, 
and  the  engines  taxed  to  their  utmost  power,  it  is  wonderM 
— it  is  fearful — to  look  over  the  stern,  and  behold  the 
rapidity  with  which  the  huge  ship  throws  aside  the 
yielding  waters,  and  dashes  onward  to  the  goal.  By  the 
fury  of  the  tempest,  more  than  two  days  of  the  fifteea 
allotted  for  her  passage  have  been  lost;  and  she  must  not  lose 
her  good  name,  "  Keep  her  going,"  is  the  word ;  and  well 
IS  the  command  observed.  Round  and  round  go  the  pon- 
derous wheels,  with  untiring  plaj';  outof  both  her  capacious 
funnela  pour  dense  black  continuous  columns  of  smoke, 
etretchiDg  away  Sot  mVleH,  aa\.W^'i-QSo\&.'OQ.'CTsaiflww,\tt.xQ\Jis^ 
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.  BriglitlygleamathGfiro.deep  down  in  the  hold  ;  while 

leengiaeers'  aseistanta,  Been  from  the  deck  through  the  iron 
.grating,  all  begrimed  and  Booty,  supply,  with  ceaseless  and 
noisy  activity,  the  all-consuming  furuaee.  Day  after  day  the  . 
vessel  rises  perceptibly,  and  sits  more  lightly  on  the  watera, 
as  her  heavy  freight  of  coal  rapidly  wastes  its  substance,  not 
its  '■  sweetness,"  "  on  the  desert  air." 

Onward  she  speeds,  without  intermission.  Night  and  day 
her  massive  machinery  keeps  in  motion,  and  away  she  flies, 
"*'  What  has  she  made  to-day  ?"  is  the  eager  inquiry  of  many 
of  the  paesengerB,  when  the  daily  report  of  the  vessel's  pro- 
gress is  posted  in  the  lobby.  "  Two  hundred  and  ninety-one 
milea  ia  twenty-foui;  hours  ;  that  is  capital !  "  "  Three 
hundred  and  nine  miles.  Well  done, '  La  Plata ! '"  "  Three 
hundred  and  aisteea  miles.  Hurrah  !  we  shall  soon  see 
St.  Thomas,  and  may  yet  be  in  time  for  the  homeward 
steamer." 

Onward  she  speeds.  And  now  a  blue  and  cloudless  sky 
stretches  over-head,  while  the  daily-increasiug  heat  drives  all 
the  passengers  within  the  friendly  shade  of  the  awning,  for 
shelter  from  burning  rays.  Shoals  of  porpoises  are  seen  in 
the  distauce,  disporting  in  the  waves,  slowly  and  lazily  lifting 
their  backs  above  the  surface,  and  then  disappearing  to 
emerge  again,  as  if  they  revelled  in  the  very  luxuriance  of 
enjoyment.  Flying-fish,  darting  in  numbers  from  the  bows 
of  the  vessel,  display  for  a  moment  their  tiny  wings,  glitter- 
ing like  molten  silver,  in  their  rapid  flight  from  the  unknown 
-danger  which  has  invaded  their  quiet,  before  they  sink  again 
into  their  native  element.  Everything  indicates  that 
"  La  Plata "  is  nearing  the  imaginary  hue  by  which  geo- 
graphers mark  the  northern  boundary  of  the  tropica ;  and, 
before  the  Sabbath  dawns  again,  that  boundary  ia  passed, 
and  the  thermometer  stands  at  nearly  80  in  the  shade. 

It  ia  now  the  morning  of  the  holy  diy, — the  Lord's  day, 
— which,  with  wisdom  worthy  of  Himself,  and  in  matchless 
benevolence  to  man,  the  almighty  Governor  of  the  world 
requireB  to  be  consecrated  to  religion.  Blessed  day,  best  of 
alJ  the  seven  ! — Heaven's  choice  gift  to  man,  B'ge'ikTO^, -silCw 
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eilent,  re^iisttess  eloqueoce,  of  God  ;  the  Etan^iog,  imper! 
abte  memorial  of  man's  immortal  nature,  and  his  loftj  d 
tiny.  It  i3  not  forgotten  in  "  La  Plata  "  thit  the  SabW 
has  dawned.  No  sports  are  in  progress.  The  cheH 
boards  are  cleared  away,  and  a  subdued  tone  of  feeUngpi 
vaila  throughout  the  ship.  Here  and  there  a  passeigd 
may  he  seen  quietly  seated  in  the  saloon,  or  nitbin  s 
friendly  shade  on  deck,  with  a  book,  the  size  and  form  of 
which  would  indicate  that  it  is  of  all  booka  the  best— the 
volume  of  revealed  truth.  Evenamong  those  whoseesuberance 
of  animal  spirits  declares  itself  in  boisterous  merriment  and 
sport  on  other  days,  there  is  a  sobriety  of  deportiaent  whiclt 
shows  that  by  them  also  the  influence  of  the  Sabbath  ia  felt, 
The  breakfast  hour  is  drawing  nigh,  when  the  puraer 
approaches  one  of  the  small  reading-parties  grouped  ia  the 
saloon,  and,  delivering  the  compliments  of  Captain  Wellar 
to  the  missionary  who  is  of  the  party,  requests  to  be  informed 
if  it  nill  be  agreeable  to  him  to  conduct  Divine  service  after 
breakfast  in  the  saloon.  The  answer  is  in  the  afhrmative^ 
and  the  word  passes  througb  the  ship,  that  there  will  bi 
"church"  at  half-paat  ten  o'clock.  As  the  appointed  hour 
draws  nigh,  a  temporary  reading-desk,  covered  with  the 
Union  Jack,  Britain's  proud  and  glorious  ensign,  is  fiied  on 
one  side  of  the  saloon,  near  the  centre  ;  and  seats  are  arranged 
to  accommodate  the  greatest  number  that  the  space  will 
admit.  The  bell  begins  to  toll,  and  the  saloon  soon  pre- 
sents a  pleasing  and  animated  scene.  There  are  many 
Boman  Catholics  among  the  passengers  ;  hut  not  one  is  so 
much  under  the  influence  of  bigotry  as  to  turn  a  deaf  ear 
to  the  summons  of  the  church-going  bell :  "  O  come,  let  us 
worship  and  bow  down,  and  kneel  before  the  Lord  our 
Maker."  All  direct  their  footsteps  to  the  saloon,  and  seat 
themselves  with  decorous  gravity  on  the  seats  arranged  for 
their  reception.  Even  the  half- sceptical  surgeon,  wiUi  1" 
meek-looking  wife  upon  his  arm,  ia  seen,  with  gilded  Bible 
and  Prayer-Book,  marching  to  take  the  seat  which  two  o 
^^  *'La  Plata's "  officers  have  politely  vacated  in  honour  o£ 
^wHie  lady.    The  c&^tun,  a.iA;^'Oa.eQ%<i.'^\%vini  andut;,  are 


CKOSSIBG  THE   ATLANTIC.  423 

grouped  togetber,  in  tlie  neat  unilbrm  ol'  the  company,  near 
the  upper  end  of  the  ealoon  ;  tbe  central  seats  are  dlled 
with  hardy,  bnahy- whiskered  tars,  in  clean  dark-blue  shirta, 
edged  and  turned  up  with  white;  while  the  ateward?,  with 
their  itaS  of  assistants,  and  several  deck  passengers,  unable 
to  push  their  way  into  the  well-filled  saloon,  occupy  the 
lobby.  The  bell  ceases ;  and  th'Cn  ascends  to  heuven  tbe 
voice  of  prayer  and  praise  in  the  beautiful  liturgical  service 
of  the  Church  of  England.  If  the  eje,  glancing  over  that 
assembly,  fails  to  discover  indications  of  intense  devotional 
feeling,  there  is,  nevertheless,  everywhere  a  quiet  decorum, 
even  on  the  part  of  those  whose  ignorance  of  tbe  language 
might  have  furnished  them  with  a  reasonable  apology  for 
declining  to  be  present.  Many  are  furnished  with  Prayer- 
Books,  and  the  responses  are  given  with  pleasing  distinct- 
ness ;  while  the  life-giving  word  is  heard  with  grave  and 
earnest  attention.  The  solemn  service  is  over,  and  the 
benediction  pronounced  within  the  time  prescribed :  fur  it  is 
necessary  that  the  captain  and  other  ofHcers  should  be  on 
deck  before  the  suu  is  on  the  meridian,  that  they  may 
ascertain  the  true  position  of  the  ship,  and  mark  the  dis- 
tance she  has  run  since  the  preceding  noon.  The  eestanta 
are  now  in  requisition,  while  the  passengers  and  crew  are 
scattered  over  the  vessel;  and  the  agreeable  intelligence  is 
speedily  posted,  that  the  ship  has  made  three  hundred  and 
seven  miles  in  the  last  twenty>foiir  hours. 

Monday  night  has  come.  Fourteen  days  have  sped  since 
"La  Plata"  loosed  from  her  aioorings  at  Southampton. 
The  look-out  has  been  doubled  at  the  bows ;  and  two  or 
three  officers,  with  ''elescope  to  the  eye,  are  earnestly  sweep- 
ing  tbe  horizon.  One  figure,  eowrapped  in  shaggy  coat, 
(for  &  slight  shower  oocasiooally  passes  over  the  ship,}  is 
recognised  as  tbe  captain.  Two  or  three  of  the  passengers 
sinll  remain  on  deck,  although  it  is  near  the  midnight  hour, 
and  frequently  join  the  party  on  the  look-ont.  It  is  about 
the  time  when,  according  to  the  calculations  whiuh  have 
been  made,  land  should  he  visible ;  and  the  captain  and 
officers  are  expecting  every  moment  to  discover  the  small 
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island  of  Sombrero,  the  first  which  it  is  visual  for  theioyil 
mail  steamers  to  make  on  their  out  ivard  passage.  Two  bell) 
after  midnight,  and  no  land  appears.  The  uight  is  iqtuUf 
and  cloudy,  and  the  moon  is  often  overcast.  Poasiblj, 
the  island  being  low  and  flat,  the  ship  may  have  run  put 
it  altogether.  Four  bells  toll  the  lapse  of  another  hour, 
while  still  there  is  no  appearance  of  land ;  atid  the  two  or 
three  passengers  who  have  lingered  on  deck,  gathering  from 
the  conversation  of  the  officers  that  Sombrero  roust  bire 
been  passed,  retire,  reluctant  and  disappointed,  to  thor 
berths.  Day  breaks,  and  the  intelligence  spreads  throogb 
the  ship  that  there  is  land  in  sight.  The  welcome  infor- 
mation banishes  slumber,  and  raany  of  the  pasEengere  dresi 
hastily,  and  assemble  on  deck,  gazing  with  intense  iatenA 
on  the  high  land  of  Virgin  Gorda,  one  of  the  Virgin  group 
of  islaniia.  The  mountain  land  of  Tortota  soon  after  appears 
in  sight;  and,  by  the  time  a  hasty  breakfast  has  been  die- 
poaed  of,  "La  Plata"  has  her  prow  directed  towards  the  har- 
bour of  St.  Thomas.  An  American  frigate,  with  a  commo- 
dore's broad  pennant,  is  seen  at  anchor  at  the  ijuarantioe 
gronnd,  a  short  distance  from  the  mouth  of  the  harbonr; 
and  it  is  afterwards  ascertained  that  she  is  the  "  Columbine," 
with  the  small-pox  prevaJent  among  her  crew,— a  disease 
which  receives  a  fearful  aggravation  of  malignity  when  it 
breaks  out  witbm  the  tropica.  There  is  land  on  both  sides 
of  our  ahip!  for  she  haa  now  entered  the  mouth  of  the 
harbour,  and  the  pretty  town  gradually  comes  into  view. 
It  is  a  place  of  romantic  aspect,  as  seen  from  the  shipping. 
The  business  part  of  the  town  stretches  along  the  shore  for 
the  best  part  of  a  mile,  containing  numerous  and  well- 
stocked  stores  and  shops ;  while  the  principal  residences  of 
the  inhabitants  rise  one  above  another,  on  three  small  hills, 
presenting  the  appearance  of  three  pyramids.  The  white 
buildings  are  here  and  there  variegated  with  yellow  and 
other  columns,  and  the  roofs  are  painted  red ;  finely 
contrasting  with  the  rich  tropical  verdure  which  clotbeE 
the  higher  hills  in  the  background  to  their  summits.  At 
the  point  o£  one  ol  ttiaae  ■^■jiamiia  w  ■&.  'atwwt  ■»\;\^  Nueskv 
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the  designation  of  "  Blaebeard'a  Caatle,"  probably  the 
former  residence  of  a  buccaneer  cliief  whose  character  and 
^oinga  bear  a  resemblance  to  tbose  of  the  hero  of  the  story 
8D  familiar  to  our  childhood.  A  considerable  amount  of 
shipping  is  at  anchor  in  the  bay,  from  which  may  be  Been 
floating  the  Danish,  French,  American,  and  Spanish  flags; 
and,  conspicuoua  among  the  numerous  vessels  which  crowd 
lihe  spacious  land-locked  harbour,  are  the  several  ships 
of  the  Koyal  Mail  Steam- Packet  Company,  distinguished  by 
(he  Company's  flag  flying  at  the  mast'bead,  waiting  to 
receive  each  its  consignment  of  mails,  cargo,  and  pasaeugere, 
to  be  carried  to  their  destination ;  eome  to  Havanna  and 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico  ;  others  to  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  over 
ivhich  they  cross  to  the  Pacific  ;  others,  again,  to  Hayti  and 
Jamaica ;  and  others  to  Demerara,  and  the  several  islands 
comprised  in  what  is  termed,  among  the  company's  offioera 
and  agents,  "  the  island  route." 

The  veEsel  has  scarcely  reached  her  moorings,  when  she 
is  boarded  by  several  parties  from  the  shore,  and  the 
unwelcome  intelligence  spreads  through  "  La  Plata,"  that 
none  of  the  passengers  can  be  permitted  to  land.  The 
terrible  cholera  has  found  its  way  thither ;  a  fearful  panic 
prevails ;  business  ia  almost  entirely  suspended ;  and  scarcely 
anything  can  be  attended  to,  but  the  sick,  and  dying,  and 
the  dead,  who  are  borne  by  scores  to  the  grave,  day  after 
day.  The  quarantine  laws  are  rigidly  enforced  at  all  the 
islands  where  the  pestilence  has  not  yet  broken  out ;  and  a 
notice  is  posted  in  the  lobby  of  "  La  Plata,"  that  none  of 
the  passengers  can  be  carried  on  in  the  company's  ships, 
ifthay  venture  to  go  on  shore  at  St.  Thomas,  as  they  will  not 
be  permitted  to  land  at  the  several  islands.  In  the  neighbour- 
ing island  of  Tortola,  also,  the  plague  is  committing  dread- 
ful ravages ;  and  at  Nevis,  too,  numbers  are  dying  every 
day.  Such  is  the  gloomy  greeting  which  our  passengers 
meet  at  St.  Thomas ;  and  blank  disappointment  is  the  eipres- 
sion  on  the  faces  of  many  who  were  of  late  revelling  in  the 
delightful  anticipation  of  a  pleasant  run  on  shore,  aasociated 
with  gay  visions  o!  oranges,  and  bananaa,  aai  ^vsie-a.i;;'^\i4a. 
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and  tbe  numcroua  and  varied  praductlonB   of  a  broploi) 
clime. 

All  ia  now  bustle  and  excitemeob  in  "La  Plata."  Wih 
an  iutercolouial  steamer  on  either  Eide,  and  a  sort  of 
temporary  wooden  bridge  stretching  from  her  gaogwaj  to 
theirs,  the  process  of  trans-shipping  cargo  and  paasengen, 
with  their  baggage,  is  carried  on  with  all  possible  dispatch; 
and,  in  a  few  hours,  both  the  smaller  vessels  are  seen,  under 
full  power  of  steam,  passing  out  of  the  harbour ;  wliile 
other  two  are  immediately  warped  alongside  the  transst- 
lantic  ship.  At  daylight  on  the  following  morning,  these, 
also,  having  received  each  its  own  portion  of  mails  and 
passengers,  proceed  to  their  destination ;  and  the  large 
company  of  persons,  wb»  for  more  than  two  weeks  have 
been  associated  on  terms  of  greater  or  less  intimacy,  ure 
soon  scattered  widely  abroad  over  the  world,  to  assemble 
no  more  until  the  last  trumpet  shall  summon  them  dl  ta 
the  judgment  throne. 


sxv. 

A  CHILD  OP  SOEEOW. 

Os  Tliee,  O  my  God,  1  reBt,  letting  lifo  float  (roe!?  on; 
Foi  I  know  the  last  is  beet  when  the  crown  ct  jo;  is  won. 
In  Tliy  aiglil  all  things  I  bear,  in  Thy  loTe  find  bitters  sweet, 
And  with  all  my  grief  and  care  Bit  in  patience  at  Thy  feet. 

From  tbe  GKraiAN  op  A.  H.  Pbancee, 

fr  was  a.  painful  spectacle  that  mat  my  gaze  when,  standing- 
by  the  bedside  of  one  sadly  disfigured  by  leprous  disease, 
a  feeble  voice  said,  "  The  Lord's  will  be  done, 
minister.  If  the  Master  had  seen  gooi!,  I  should  have  liked 
you  to  see  me  laid  in  my  last  resting  place.  But  it  is  all 
right,  and  I  shall  meet  you  in  our  Father's  house  above." 

Such  were  the  hopeful  words  of  a  true  child  of  sorrow,  in 
whom  the  all-sufficiency  of  Divine  grace  to  sustain  and  com- 
fort in  lengthened  and  complicated  affliction  bad  been 
wondroualy  exemplified ;  and  to  whom  I  was  bidding 
farewell  on  the  eve  of  embsrkmg  for  my  native  land.  For 
ten  years  I  had  been  accustomed  to  visit  that  chamber  of 
suffering,  imparting  the  consolations  of  the  Gospel  to  a 
chastened  saint ;  receiving  from  her  example  of  cheerful 
resignation  lessons  of  Bubmieaion  and  patient  endurance, 
and  marking  tbe  triumph  of  a  lowly,  trusting  spirit,  that  in 
the  midst  of  deep  sorrow  could  always  rejoice  in  God. 

When  first  I  became  acquainted  with  Mrs.  H.,  she  had 
lately  become  a  widow,  under  ■circumstances  of  a  most 
pwnful  character.  The  husband  of  her  youth  and  partner 
of  her  ripened  years,  in  a  fit  of  temporary  derangement,  had 
put  an  end  to  his  own  life.  They  had  Lived  together  most 
happily,  until  pecuniary  embarrassment,  preying  upon  a  mind 
not  strengthened  and  sustained  by  the  experience  of 
religion,  caused  reason  to  give  way,  and  he  sought  refuge 
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from  his  grief  by  drowning  himself;  leaving  a  widow  m 
children  overwhelmed  with  affliction  at  their  great  loss;  foi 
he  bad  been  both  a  kind  huEband  and  a  tender,  loving 
parent.  How  fearfully  the  pang  of  separation  was  aggn- 
vated  by  the  tragic  mode  in  whieli  it  was  brought  about 
can,  perhaps,  only  be  fully  apprehended  by  those  who  bwe 
passed  through  a  similar  trial !  It  fell  with  all  the  weight 
of  a  crushing  terror  upon  the  loving  hearts  so  tenderiy 
united  to  each  other,  and  so  fondly  attached  to  him,  tbe 
family  head,  who  had  suddenly  dropped  into  a  prematura 

Keligion  with  its  benignant  influences  ministered  coneola- 
tioQ  to  the  family,  and  Goothed  the  wounded  epirita  of  the 
bereaved  ones;  for  they  had  happily  received  the  saTing 
truths  of  the  Gospel,  and  sheltered  by  faith  beneath  tlie 
wings  of  the  Divine  mercy.  They  found,  in  this  dark  hour 
of  sorrow,  how  good  and  sneet  it  is  to  have  the  soul  resting' 
on  God,  and  suataiaed  with  the  hope  of  immortal  life.  But 
the  heart-stricken  widow  had  still  one  earthly  source  of 
comfort  and  joy,  shedding  a  cheerful  hght  around  her,  anil 
brightening  tbe  gloom  of  that  dark  shadow  which  bad  fdlen 
across  the  pathway  of  her  life.  Her  youngest  child  was  a 
son ;  a  gracious  youth,  whose  heart  bad  been  surrendered 
to  God  in  bis  youth,  and  whose  early  Ufe,  not  yet  ripened 
into  manhood,  was  giving  rich  promise  of  a,  good  and  useful 
career.  Glad  and  grateful  was  the  mother's  heart  when  the 
saw  her  two  lovely  girls  turn  aside  from  all  the  gaieties  and 
allurements  of  the  world,  and  choose,  like  JIary,  the  better 
part ;  and  beheld  in  them,  as  youthful  members  of  the 
church  of  Christ,  the  development  of  an  earnest  and  practical 
piety.  But  her  cup  was  full  of  blessing  when  ber  heart's 
yearnings  were  gratifled,  and  the  fervent  prayers  of  some 
years  were  answered  ia  the  conversion  of  ber  boy.  Her 
whole  soul  Bipaaded  with  joy  and  gratitude  to  God  when  she 
saw  unfolded  in  her  cherished  son  those  (juabties  which  are 
the  best  guarantee  for  a  blameless  and  happy  life. 

was  an  inespressible  relief  to  the  widow,  when  the 
trouble  came  lo  ftie  ^ami-s  va  'Ctia  ■\<i?i  «A  "lii*  >iRai,<*i 
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look  upon  the  maulj  youth  as  one  nbo  could  botlt  Bootlie 
her  grief,  and  guard  her  in  some  measure  against  that  tide 
of  evils  and  cares  which  the  husband's  death  could  not  fail 
to  let  in  upon  her.  And  well  and  nobly  did  he  respond  to 
her  hopes.  There  are  occasions  in  human  life,  when  the 
events  of  a  day  will  do  the  work  of  years  in  the  development 
of  character.  All  at  once  the  youth  expands  into  the  man 
of  full-grown  faculties ;  or  the  girl  ehoots  up  into  the 
mature,  sedate,  and  thoughtful  woman,  armed  with 
unahrinting  fortitude  to  enter  upon  the  battle  of  life.  So  it 
was  with  the  widow's  son.  The  calamity  that  brought 
such  terrible  grief  into  the  hitherto  happy  family,  seemed  to 
awaken  afld  call  into  full  and  vigorous  life  the  nobler 
faculties  of  the  young  man.  Though  scarcely  half-way 
through  his  teens,  he  stepped  into  the  place  made  vacant  by 
his  lather's  death,  a  clear-headed,  sagacious  man  of 
buaiDeBE,  the  pillar  of  the  bereaved  household,  the  mother's 
joy,  and  the  sisters'  pride  and  hope.  It  is  well  we  do  not 
see  far  enough  into  the  future  to  perceive  the  dark  clouds 
that  are  gathering  upon  our  path ;  or  how  would  every 
present  joy  be  blighted,  and  life  rendered  supremely  wretched 
by  the  anticipation  of  coming  woe ! 

A  year  had  fled,  and  time  had  healed  in  some  measure  the 
heart-woundfl  of  the  family.  The  young  protector  of  his 
widowed  mother  and  unmarried  sifters  had  developed 
qualities  which  commanded  universal  esteem  and  confidence, 
and  was  advancing  with  rapid  steps  to  an  advantageous 
business  position.  His  eieellent  prospects  might  be  improved 
by  a  voyage  to  New  York,  and  personal  communication  with 
men  of  business  in  that  emporium  of  commerce.  It  was 
before  the  time  when  steam  aflbrdvd  the  means  of  secure  and 
speedy  transit ;  and  the  young  man  took  his  passage  in  one 
of  the  numerous  merchant  vessels  bringing  continental 
produce  to  the  Western  Archipelago.  He  embarked, 
expecting  to  be  away  only  a  few  weeks.  But— mysterious 
Providence  ! — the  unfortunate  vessel  foundered  at  sea,  and 
was  never  beard  of  more. 

The  time  came  when  those  wtomke  VaOLM^\»\iiA\wJtsi\ 
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with  ansions  espeotation,  whenever  a  veasel  came  from  tlw 
States,  to  hear  of  the  eafa  arrival  of  the  loved  one  ;  to  be 
followed  by  his  speed  J  retam.  Bat  no  letter  came.  DajBud 
weeks  passed,  and  expectation  deepened  into  agooizing suspense 
and  anxiety.  How  often  did  thoEe  fond  hearts  pour  them- 
selves out  in  earnest  prayer  for  the  safety  of  the  abseot  onei 
hope  still  flattering  them  with  the  prospect  of  his  retnn, 
who,  alas  I  waa  fllambenog  in  death  heneath  the  AtlutH 

Months  rolled  on.  Still  no  tidings;  and  sorrow,  agpn- 
vated  by  Buspenae,  settled  down  again  upon  the  fana)^, 
which  had  already  so  keenly  felt  the  storms  of  adversi^. 
Hope  whispered  that  the  might  jet  turn  up  to  gladden  thnr 
eyes  and  hearts  with  his  presence ;  for  had  not  many  done 
so  after  being  a  long  time  missbg  ?  But  as  the  year  passed 
away,  and  intelhgence  came  that  the  ship  had  never  reached 
her  destination,  and  other  vessels  were  missing,  supposed  to 
have  perished  in  a  storm  wliicb  occurred  about  that  time,  neu 
the  American  coast,  hope  gradually  died  out,  giving  place 
to  the  dreadful  certainty  that  hia  young  life  had  been 
engulfed  by  the  stormy  ocean  ;  and  that  the  manly  beauty 
of  that  form,  so  dearly  loved,  would  rejoice  their  sight  no 

So  it  proved.  No  tidings  of  the  hapless  bark  were  ever 
received.  Like  many  another  vessel  traversing  the  Atlantic 
between  the  northern  continent  and  the  isles  which  enclose 
the  Caribbean  Sea,  she  went  down  with  all  hands  on  board. 
None  remained  alive  to  relate  the  details  of  the  sad  cata- 
strophe  which  had  suddenly  swept  so  many  human  beings 
into  eternity.  And  crushed  hearts  were  left  behind,  paia- 
faUy  to  reahze  the  evanescent  and  uncertain  character  of 
earth's  best  and  purest  blessings. 

Eark  indeed  was  the  gloom  that  settled  upon  the  spirit  of 
the  poor  widow,  as  the  stern  conviction  was  forced  upon  her, 
after  long  resistance,  that  the  only  son,  so  well  deserving  all 
the  fond  love  she  lavished  upon  him,  had  found  a  watery 
grave  ;  and  that  an  iaaciutA^le  PTVivdeaca  had  ag^n  thrown 
her,  with  bligVitei.  ^ro5"gft-ct8,  i^oti  ■s.  oa'saift  ^A  \(™«!;-vj5a  ■iji*i. 
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anxions  care.  But  still  upheld  by  the  all-sufficiency  of 
Kvine  grace,  ehe  could  bow  iu  uncomplaining  Eubmiseion  to 
Clod's  wUI,  and  say,  "It  ia  the  Lord,  let  Him  do  what 
seemeth  Him  good." 

It  was  a  dark  and  myBterioua  dispenaation ;  but  a  ray  of 
brightness  shone  athwart  the  cloud.  The  eldest  daughtei 
had  been  married  to  a  worthy  man,  who  was  willing  gene- 
rously to  share  his  home  and  the  proceeds  of  a  not  very 
lucratin'e  business  with  the  bereaved  ones,  and  devote  him- 
self to  more  wearying  toil,  that  he  might  impart  a  higher 
degree  of  comfort  to  the  refu^  he  was  able  to  afford  them. 
In  all  this  the  sorrowing  widow  and  mother  recognised  the 
loving  kindness  of  the  Lord,  regarding  it  as  proof  that  her 
Heavenly  Father  was  not  nnmindfiil  of  her  in  her  affliction. 
With  thankful  heart  she  acknowledged  that  love  and  wisdom 
were  beneficently  intermingled  in  those  chasteninga  of  that 
Father's  hand  which,  for  the  present,  were  not  joyotie,  hut 
grievous. 

All  this  was,  however,  but  the  beginning  of  sorrows  to  the 
aMeted  widow,  Greater  bitterness  had  yet  to  be  mingled 
with  the  cup  she  was  called  to  drink.  A  most  wasting  and 
wearying  tribulation  had  yet  to  bruise  her  chastened 
epiiit,  before  it  was  made  fully  meet  for  the  inheritance  of 
the  saints  in  light,  and  fitted  to  hear  the  far  more  exceeding 
and  eternal  weight  of  glory  which  her  Heavenly  Father's 
love  was  preparing  for  her  enjoyment  in  that  brighter 
world  within  the  veil.  In  her  younger  days  a  face  of 
remarkable  beauty,  and  a  figure  of  faultless  grace,  had  dia- 
tinguished  the  Quadroon  maiden,  which,  but  for  the  infiu- 
ence  of  rehgion  early  embraced,  would  have  eiposed  her  to 
many  temptations.  And  even  now  that  youthful  charms 
have  somewhat  faded  with  ripening  years,  she  is  still  a 
woman  of  queenly  presence,  and  aufficient  grace  of  form  and 
feature  remains  to  bear  witness  to  the  charms  with  which 
she  was  gifted  in  the  days  that  are  past. 

It  is  upon  that  person  once  bo  lovely,  and  still  so  fine  in 
its  proportions  and  graceful  in  its  motions,  that  the  blight- 
ing band  of  the  d^trojer  iB  nest  to  lee^,  vuiVii  ^^'^^^.^ 
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deformed,  and  mutdlated,  it  is  changed  into  an  abject  whiott 
exhibits  a  mournful  contract,  and  affords  painful  illustratian 
of  the  apoatie'a  phraieology,  "  TAia  vile  body."  yeij 
slowly  certain  changes  begin  to  show  tbemeelves  in  tbs 
features,  gradually  obhterating  all  the  lines  of  beauty  thit 
once  rendered  them  bo  attractive.  To  eyefl  accustomed  to 
the  developments  of  tropical  disease,  the  puffy  awellings, 
producing  great  disfigurement  of  the  countenance,  as  the; 
present  themselves,  appear  to  be  the  heralds  of  one  of  thou 
loathsome,  leprous  complaints  which  are  such  a  ternbb 
scourge  to  the  denizens  of  countries  within,  or  near,  tlie 
tropics.  The  leprosy  is  an  insidious  disease,  that,  with  fear- 
ful slowness,  but  with  unerring  certainty,  through  a  long 
course  of  years  preys  upon  the  extremities  and  graduall; 
approaches  the  citadel  of  life,  until  a  course  of  horrible 
suffering  terminatea  in  a  welcome  death.  This  terrible  evil 
baa  come  upon  the  Christian  widow.  The  dread  malady  of 
the  leper,  with  its  long  train  of  humiliations  and  sufierings, 
slowly  reveals  its  hideous  symptoms ;  and  it  becomes  evident 
that  the  sorely-stricken  one,  who  has  passed  through  saoh  a 
succession  of  trials,  is  marked  out  to  be  a  child  of  sorrow, 
and  to  endure  adversity,  which  shall  end  only  when  the  worn 
and  wasted  frame  shall  sink  to  its  rest  in  the  dust. 

Some  months  elapse,  after  the  disease  becomes  too  appa- 
rent for  its  real  character  to  be  mistaien,  before  the  afflicted 
one  is  necessitated  to  discontinue  her  attendance  upon  those 
ordinances  of  the  sanctuary  which,  for  many  years,  have 
been  ber  soul's  delight  and  source  of  strength  ■  and  she  is 
compelled  to  shut  herself  up  in  the  chamber  of  suffering, 
which  must  be  her  prison  until  she  is  carried  thence  to  the 
grave.  Meanwhile  she  continues  to  meet  her  class  of  female 
members  of  the  church,  and  weekly  to  administer  those 
counsels  of  godly  wisdom,  by  which  many  have  been 
strengthened  in  the  conflict  of  life,  and  encouraged  to 
run  with  patience  the  race  set  before  them.  How  dihgently 
and  earnestly  does  she  labour  in  Christian  duties !  How 
anxiously  does  she  avail  herself  of  all  reUgious  ordinances  t 
L  The  night  is  coniing  Nj^iBa  ft\iB  liKti.  -liia  Vni'^tx  ^dit.     Sha 
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sees  clearly  the  dark  cloud  before  her  that  will  ehortly 
enwrap  her  in  its  folds.  She  is  in  the  grasp  of  an  enemy 
not  to  be  shaken  off.  The  time  is  not  far  dietant  when  8be 
nill  enter  the  SHitctuary  of  God  no  more,  and  ebe  must  be  a 
prisoner  until  her  Master  afaall  Bend  her  release  by  ^eath. 
At  present  no  opportunity  of  getting  or  doing  good  is 
omitted. 

At  length  she  is  no  longer  able  to  repair  to  God's  house, 
and  hear  for  herself  the  word  of  life.  The  weekly  olass- 
meeting  is  held  in  the  sick  cbamber,  whitber  the  members 
repair  to  hold  fellowship  with  their  afflicted  leader ;  whom 
they  may  see  and  speak  to,  but  dare  not  touch.  Her  chas- 
tened, hallowed  spirit  seems  drawn,  through  sanctified 
suffering,  into  closer  communion  with  Qod,  and  grows  in 
conformity  to  the  likeness  of  the  meek  and  lowly  Son  of 
Man.  Aud  many  a  season  of  sweet  spiritual  refreshing  da 
they  realize,  while  bowing  in  united  prayer  in  that  chamber 
of  the  sick,  pouring  out  their  hearts  before  the  Lord. 

It  was  about  the  time  that  her  health  began  to  decline, 
that  I  became  associated  with  the  pastoral  eare  of  the  church 
in  which  this  daughter  of  affliction  was  held  in  universal 
esteem  as  one  of  its  ofBcial  members.  For  a  few  months 
only  I  saw  her  in  her  place  in  the  sanctuary.  When  abe 
could  uo  more  be  seen  there,  I  sought  her  in  her  home. 
There  I  often  listened  to  the  quiet  breathings  of  a  soul  calmly 
stayed  on  God,  whose  unwavetin^  reliance  upon  the  Divine 
wisdom  and  love  imparttd  an  elasticity  and  cheerfulness 
which  no  amount  of  sorrow  seemed  sufficient  to  suppress. 
That  she  mighc  be  permitted  to  lay  the  weary,  wasting  body 
down,  and  pass  to  that  world  of  unclouded  joy,  where  sickness 
and  grief  are  never  known,  was  certainly  an  object  of  strong 
desire  with  her;  but  there  was  always  the  most  perfect 
resignation.  Well  did  she  understand  the  lingering  nature 
of  the  malady  that  bad  seized  upon  her ;  but  she  seemed  to 
have  grown  so  fully  into  the  mind  and  image  of  the  Lord,  as 
to  feel  and  say  with  Him,  "  0  my  Father,  if  it  be  possible, 
let  this  cup  [lass  from  me :  nevertheless,  not  my  will,  but 
Thine  be  done." 

r  r 
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For  seven  years  she  was  directlj  under  my  pastoral  clmge. 
And  during  three  other  years,  when  my  duties  lay  elsewhert^ 
she  claimed  and  received  my  visits,  whenever  business  called 
me  to  the  city.  The  chief  aoirow  that  pressed  upon  her 
mind  was  the  privation  of  religious  ordinances ;  which, 
through  all  the  changes  of  her  life,  from  her  youth,  had  beai 
her  great  delight.  To  meet,  in  some  measure,  this  want,  I 
was  accuBtoined,  six  or  eight  times  in  each  year,  to  conduct 
a  preaching  service  in  the  room  adjoining  her  chamber  rf 
sickness ;  as  many  of  her  Chiistiau  friends  attending  ai  tit 
apartment  would  conveniently  accommodate,  the  roDmbnng 
always  fiill.  This  was  followed  on  each  occasion  by  the  sacn- 
tnental  ordinance.  More  than  once  I  hare  taken  a  journey  of 
forty  miles  for  the  purpose  of  affording  to  this  suffering  eaint 
the  gratification  of  hearing  the  word  of  truth.  Her  delight  in 
these  services  was  very  great,  Her  soul  fed  upon  them  with 
the  joy  that  the  famishing  may  be  supposed  to  feel  in  the 
meal  which  allaja  the  craving  of  their  hunger ;  whilst  others, 
who  were  privilt-ged  to  attend  them,  found  them  to  be  emi- 
nently seasons  of  refreshing  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord. 

Years  rolled  on,  and  there  still  lay  the  submissive  sufferer ; 
the  loving  hands  of  two  excellent  pious  daughters  ministeriog 
to  her  need  and  comforb,  with  tender  care  and  uutiiiog 
assiduity.  Both  were  beautiful  to  contemplate ;  the  mother'* 
unchanging  patience  under  the  complicated  aiHictions  that 
were  surely  dragging  her  down  to  the  grave  ;  and  the  never 
wearying  filial  love  of  the  daughters,  waiting  and  watching 
to  Boothe  and  help  the  afflicted  one.  Slow — fearfully  dow 
— was  the  progress  of  the  fatal  malady  that  was  disGguiiug 
and  consuming  the  frail  body ;  and  it  was  only  in  the  lapse 
of  months  and  years  that  its  inroads  became  apparent. 
Swelling  of  the  joints  first  took  away  the  power  of  locomotion, 
and  laid  the  patient  prostrate.  As  time  rolled  on,  sores  and 
ulcers,  breaking  out  upoa  the  hands  and  feet,  showed  the 
corrupted  state  of  the  blood.  No  power  of  medicine  could 
eatablish  a  healing  process ;  and  gradually  both  fingers  and 
toes  were  eSiteu  awvj,Q.iA  '(^ti\\tG&»  W.<;ame  incurably  dis- 
torted and  diaahlei. 
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At  the  commencement  uf  the  disease,  the  countenance 
first  exhibited  ita  ead  effectB.  All  traces  of  former  comeliness 
were  soon  effaced  by  painful  swellings  and  distortions,  and 
the  imnatural  appearance  of  the  akin,  which  is  the  usual 
accompaniment  of  the  malady.  But,  with  thi^  exception, 
for  BIX  or  seven  years  its  deadly  ravages  chiefly  affected  the 
limbs,  eating  them  away  by  slow  degreea.  At  length  these 
ravages  estended  to  the  nobler  part?,  showing  that  it  was 
approaching  the  citadel  of  life.  Sores  and  ulcers  made  their 
appearance  about  the  eyes,  and  other  parts  of  the  head  and 
face.  The  sight  became  estinguisheil,— the  orhs  of  vision 
being  eaten  awav  as  the  extremities  had  been.  Then  the 
hearing  began  to  fail ;  and  the  countenance  gradually  exhi- 
bited Bueh  painful  manifestations  of  the  progress  of  the  dire 
dJHease,  that  it  became  necessary  to  keep  it  veiled. 

It  was  at  this  stage  of  the  malady  that  I  preached,  for  6he 
last  time,  in  the  doorway  near  to  her  bed-side,  and  afterwards 
bade  her  farewell,  to  see  her  no  more  in  this  life.  For  nearly 
ten  years  she  had  lain  upon  that  bed,  scarcely  ever  free  from 
excruciating  pain,  after  having  been  most  painfully  bereft 
both  of  husband  and  son.  But  in  all  this  she  charged  not 
God  foolishly  ;  exhibiting  the  most  perfect  example  of  patient 
suffering  it  has  ever  been  my  lot  to  witni'ss.  No  complaint 
or  murmur  was  ever  heard  to  drop  from  her  lips,  even  by 
those  who  were  in  constant  attendance  upon  her,  through 
all  the  weary  years  of  her  protracted  trial.  She  was  always 
cheerful  and  happy ;  possessed  of  the  sweet  aasurance  that 
she  was  in  the  hands  of  a  loving  Father,  who  could  do  no 
wrong;  and  that  her  affliction,  in  His  UDfailing  wisdom, 
was  worhing  for  her  a  far  more  esceeding  and  eternal  weight 
of  glory.  I  left  her  with  tho^e  words  upon  her  lips  which 
form  the  commencement  of  this  paper.  They  were  painfully 
and  indistinctly  uttered ;  for  tha  powe::'  of  speech  was  also 
b^inning  ta  fail.  On  the  nest  day,  after  seventeen  years 
of  miBBionary  tcil,  I  embarked  on.  my  homeward  voyage. 

She  continued  to  suffer  oil  for  a  lew  months  longer,  when 

the  welcome  messenger  came  at  length  to  suwimiin.  t)«  to 

the  joy  of  her  Lord,     In  Bweet  peace  ani  tiw.tti'^V  ^eV^^ 

2  F  2 


436  BOUAHCE  OF  THB   UIBSIOTT   FIELD,  I 

the  corrupted,  suffering,  mutilated  bod;  to  fiud  its  rest  io 
tlie  diut ;  while  the  chastened  spirit  took  its  flight  to  the 
triumphant  church  I>efore  the  throne  of  God.  When  the  news 
of  her  departuie  reached  tne,  some  thoueanda  of  miles  across 
the  sea,  rejoicing  intheall-sufficieut  grace  which  had  enabled 
thia  Buffering  didciple,  through  so  manj  years,  to  exhibit  a 
beautiful  example  of  unfailing  patience  and  unmurmuring 
resignation,  I  thought  of  the  beautiful  words  of  Charles 
Wesley  :— 

••  Tha  langoiBiiiiig  head  is  at  rest, 
Its  thickiDgB  and  achings  are  o'er. 
The  qniot  immoTeable  breast 

la  beayed  by  affliotion  no  more : 
Tbe  heart  is  no  longer  the  seat 

Of  trouble  and  torturing  pain  ; 
It  ceaaes  to  flutter  and  beat, 
It  never  shall  flutter  again." 


XXVI. 
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Oo  and  dig  my  grave  to  dnj  I 

Homewoid  doth  m;  joume;  lead, 
And  I  lay  my  staff  away 

Eeie  where  all  IhiugB  earthly  end, 
And  I  lay  my  weary  liead 
In  the  only  painleae  bed. 
Weep  not,  my  Redeemer  lives  ; 

neavenicard  epriiiging  from  the  dnst, 
Clear-eyed  Hope  her  comfort  gives  ; 

Faith,  Heaven's  champion,  bids  as  tras 
Lava  eternal  ivhispers  nigh, 
'■  Child  of  God,  fear  not  to  die  !" 


2  Gehuin  0 


E.  3J 


§EAK  Christian  friends,  I  am  coma  tliis  morning  to 
preach  Mr.  Wood's  funernl  sermon,  and  I  shdl  at 
the  same  time  preach  my  own  also ;  for  I  expect 
that  I  eball  very  soon  be  laid  beside  my  predecBBsor,  who  is 
resting  in  yonder  new  made  grave," 

Such  was  the  startling  address  with  wliicb  a  young  mis- 
sionary commenced  his  labours  at  St.  Ann's  Bay,  on  the  north 
side  of  Jamaica,  in  the  year  1835,  It  had  been  a  year  of 
great  mortality  in  the  island.  The  yellow  fever  had  ex- 
tended its  frightfol  ravages  Tar  and  wide  among  the  people; 
and  already,  within  three  months,  the  grave  had  closed  over 
four  misaionarj'  labourers  swept  away  in  the  prime  of  their 
luefulnesB.  Others  mourned  over  the  sudden  removal  of 
partners  and  children,  fallen  before  the  march  of  the  fell 
disease  which  had  carried  death  and  sorrow  into  many  a 
happy  home. 

Mr.  Wood  was  the  last  of  the  four  miaaionarifcs  -wViMi. 
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^^Hnpid  EucceBEion  Imd  sunk  Into  tbe  grave,  leaving  large  con- 
^^B  grepationa  and  churches  bereft  of  pastoral  care  and  the 
^^  ministry  of  tilt)  word  of  life.  A  man  of  great  muscuUrenergj, 
and  full  of  lifu  and  vigorous  health,  he  had  succumbsil  iaa 
few  days  to  the  power  of  the  fever.  His  sudden  removal  wm 
greatly  mourned  hy  a  loving  people,  for  whom  he  bad 
EuScred  virulent  perseeutiou  and  laboured  with  eelf-sacri- 
ficing  zeal.  But  chiefly  is  he  lamented  by  the  youthful 
widow,  who  only  a  few  weeks  before  had  rejoiced  to  become 
hia  bride,  and  accompany  him  across  the  broad  Atlantic,  to 
ahare  his  hallowed  toil  among  the  children  of  oppressioa  in 
the  isles  of  the  west. 

The  removal  of  so  many  missionaries  to  their  reward,  in 
GO  brief  a  period,  rendered  it  a  difficult  ta^k  for  those  vho^e 
province  it  was  to  fill  up  the  vacancies  occasioned  by  their 
denth,  and  afford  to  the  bereaved  congregations  even  apartial 
supply  of  ministerial  labour.  But  the  best  arrangemetiU 
the  ca^e  admitted  of  were  made  until  further  help  could 
be  obtained  from  England  ;  and  Mr.  Walters  was  appointed 

»to  remove  from  Spanish  Town  to  St.  Ann's  Bay,  to  supply 
the  place  of  the  lamented  Mr.  Wood.  He  was  a  young  man 
of  slender,  delicate  &ame,  and  highly  nervous  temperament, 
and  had  been  a  little  more  than  four  years  labouring  among 
the  churches  of  Jamaica.  Of  his  piety  and  devotedness  to 
his  work  his  brethren  had  justly  formed  a  liigh  estimate.  It 
was  not  therefore  without  surprise  tliit  tliey  heard  him  beg 
to  be  eseused  from  taking  the  appointment  that  had  been 
arranged  for  him,  and  earnestly  request  that,  if  practicable, 
he  might  be  allowed  to  go  elsewhere,  and  some  other  person 
be  sent  to  fill  the  vacancy  at  St.  Ann's  Bay.  He  would  not 
.  refuse  to  go,  if  his  brethren  thought  it  right  to  persist  in 
carrying  their  arrangementa  into  effect ;  but  he  entreated 

>that  they  would  modify  their  plans,  as  he  felt  an  uncouquer- 
»ble  aversion  to  that  particular  appointment.  Being  pressed 
to  state  the  ground  of  his  objection  more  particularly,  after 
some  hesitation,  he  said  that,  though  he  could  not  account 
for  it,  he  had  a  deep  impression  on  his  mind  that  if  sent  to 
St.  AnnsBay,\ie  woM\4ffw.\,\vfte-,  KQ.i.V*.V'ii^\iiJiisff4*ithat 
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if  lie  went  as  they  had  appointed  him,  in  two  or  three  weeis 
he  would  be  Ijing  hy  the  Bide  of  Mr.  Wood. 

Begarding  this  feeling  merely  as  the  effect  of  nervous 
senBibility  wrought  upon  by  the  painful  events  which  had 
been  transpiring  for  several  months,  the  aesembled  ministers 
thought  it  bettej'  on  the  whole  nut  tn  attach  too  much  itn- 
portance  to  what  they  considered  a  groimdlesa  impre.ssion. 
Moreovtr  they  found  it  exceedingly  dilHcult  to  provide  in 
any  other  way  fur  the  neceasitiea  of  the  case  ;  and  therefore 
decided  to  abide  by  what  they  had  proposed.  Mr.  Walters 
without  further  remonstrance  submitted  and  conaented  to 
go,  not  concealing  the  impression  whioh  etill  remained,  that 
he  was  going  to  St.  Ann's  Bay,  not  to  labour,  hut  to  die. 

The  next  Sabbath  finds  the  young  miaaionary  at  his 
appointed  scene  of  labour.  Several  years  have  elapsed  since 
the  eanctuary  here  was  destroyed  by  violent  and  nn reasonable 
men,  who  had  combined  together  to  drive  the  Christian  mie- 
sionary  from  the  land,  and  deprive  the  enslaved  children  cf 
AJKca  of  the  religious  teaching  which  was  their  only  solace 
and  conifoi't  under  the  multiplied  evils  and  wrongs  of  their 
degraded  condition.  The  Christian  churches  of  Britain  have 
risen  in  the  might  of  a  holy  indignation,  and  swept  away  the 
curse  and  wrong  of  slavery.  Wresting  stolen  and  trampled 
huDDanity  from  the  iron  grasp  of  the  oppressor,  to  the  black 
man  has  been  secured,  by  British  justice  and  philanthropy, 
the  civil  freedom  that  was  his  hirtbright,  and  liberty  to  know 
and  worship  Ood.  As  yet  the  means  have  not  been  obtained 
to  restore  the  sanctuary  which  sacrilegious  bands  have 
demolished  and  laid  waete.  But  the  hymn  of  praise  andthe 
voiceofprayer,and  the  joyful  sound  of  a  preached  Gospel,  aftev 
many  months  of  enforced  silence  are  again  heard ;  and  crowds 
assemble  Sabbath  after  Sabbath  to  listen  to  the  truth  by 
which  not  a  few  of  them  have  been  made  wise  unto  salvation. 
There  lie  the  ruins  of  the  house  of  prayer  scattered  on  the 
ground,  bearing  witness  to  the  savage  violence  which  for 
a  while  reigned  triumphant,  setting  all  law  and  authority  at 

Hard  b^   is    the  burial  ground   conuec^AA   m*^  ^qa 
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demolished  chapel,  where  many  a  Biunt  sleeps  in  hope  of  i 
joyful  restirrectioo.  Here,  amongst  the  graves,  and  orei- 
shadowed  by  the  wide-spreadiag  plume-like  leaves  of  the 
luxuriant  cocoa-nut  trees,  may  be  seen  a  large  white  csniu 
tent,  which  eerves  to  screen  a  portion  of  tbe  congregalioD 
from  the  scorching  ray3  of  the  tropical  sun,  and  the  heavy 
sbonerB  of  rain  which  occasionally  fall  while  they  assemble  in 
this  reatiug  place  of  the  departed  to  join  in  hallowed  tjervicei 
and  liatea  to  the  word  of  life.  At  a  little  distaDce  from 
the  tent  there  is  to  be  seen  a  fresh  mound  of  earth  that 
marks  the  epot  underneath  which  lie  the  earthly  remuns  of 
the  faithful  missionary,  who  passed  only  a  few  days  agQ 
within  the  veil,  restiug  in  hope  of  a  glorious  resurrection. 

When  the  stranger  who  has  come  to  fill  the  place  of 
their  lamented  pastor  arrives  upon  the  spot,  the  tent  ii 
filled,  and  there  is  a  crowd  all  around.  AH  are  arrayed  in 
such  mourning  garb  as  they  have  been  able  to  obtain,  to 
testify  respect  for  their  departed  minister ;  some  standin;, 
others  sitting  upon  stools  and  chairs  they  have  brought 
with  them  for  the  purpose.  The  morning  is  bright  and 
beautiful,  and  the  gentle  aea-breeze  fills  the  air  with 
delicious  coolness.  The  young  missionary,  as  he  'steps  tc 
the  place  assigned  to  him  near  the  opening  of  the  tent  what 
the  books  are  placed  upon  the  table,  casts  his  eyes  aruuod, 
and  regards  it  as  the  most  interesting  scene  he  has  evu 
looked  upon,  notwithstanding  the  gloomy  presentimeut 
which  has  pre-occupied  his  mind.  As  he  surveys  th> 
multitude,  after  rising  from  his  knees,  he  finds  that  all  eytt 
■re  directed  towards  the  new  minister, — the  observed  of  all 
observers.  They  look  upon  the  person  of  a  stranger  whom  fe" 
of  them  have  ever  seen  before;  but  it  is  with  a  loving  gaw. 
That  he  is  a  minister  of  Christ,  come  to  preach  to  tbcm  the 
great  salvation,  is  sufficient  to  commend  bim  to  a  warm 
place  in  their  hearts.  His  face  and  figure  are  exceedingly 
juvenile,  far  below  his  years.  No  trace  of  hirsute  growth 
appears,  and  the  features  ar«  thin  and  pallid,  as  if  emaeiatei 
by  wasting  fuver.  It  is,  however,  only  the  aspect  which  his 
countenancs  oi^aajriij  veMa-,  fti.?iM^\\.  ^at^ea  to  inoruase 
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the  Btartling  effect  of  the  preaclier's  first  address  to  the 
mourning  people  around  him  :  "  Dear  Christian  friends,  1  am 
come  this  moruing  to  preach  Mr.  Wood's  I'useral  sermon ; 
and  I  ahall  at  the  same  time  preach  juy  own  also." 

Strange  feeling^s  rushed  through  many  hearts  as  they 
gaz'^d  upon  that  face  bo  different  in  its  paleness  and 
emaciation  from  the  full,  florid  countenance  of  the  lamented 
one  now  slumbering  closo  at  hand  in  the  eilent  grave.  They 
wondered  at  the  wortls  of  dark  meaning  that  fell  from  those 
lips,  from  which  they  were  hoping  to  hear  many  timea 
the  enunciation  of  soul- quickening  truths  that  had  been 
to  many  of  them,  in  the  midst  of  persecution  and  danger, 
life  from  the  dead.  Eat  the  service  goes  on.  After  the 
morning  prayers  have  beeu  read  cornea  the  hymn,  the  first 
stanza  of  which  wakes  up  a  world  of  mournful  and  glorious 
thoughts. 

"  Hark !  a  voice  divides  the  sky, 
Eappf  are  the  faithful  dead  !  " 

How  these  words  thrill  lUce  a  trumpet  note  through  the 
flouls  of  the  hearers,  lifting  them  at  once  to  that  upper 
world  where  the  ascended  one  has  already  united  with  the 
multitude  brought  out  of  great  tribulation,  who  have 
washed  their  robes  and  made  them  white  in  the  blood  of  the 
Lamb,  and  are  therefore  before  the  throne  of  God !  Wh:le 
they  aing  the  following  lines,  bo  inspiring,  eo  full  of 
triumphant  joy,  tears  of  gratitude  roll  down  many  a  cheek, 
as  they  anticipate  the  hour  when  they  too  shall  enter  there,  and, 
"  Mortals  crj,  '  A  man  is  dead  ! ' 

AngelB  sing,  '  A  child  is  born  ! '  " 

Next  a  prayer  is  offered,  then  a  hymn,  and  after  that  the 
eerraon,  founded  upon  Rev.  siv.  13  ;  "1  heard  a  voice  from 
heaven  sayiog  unto  me,  Write,  Blessed  are  the  dead  which 
die  in  the  Lord  from  henceforth  i  Tea,  saith  the  Spirit,  that 
they  may  rest  from  their  labours;  and  their  works  do 
follow  them,"  At  the  cloae  of  the  sermon  the  preaeher 
givea  a  brief  account  of  the  religious  history  of  the  deceased 
mitiister;  bis  conversion,  reJigious  character,  aui  t^V'^tv^v.'ie. 
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^^B  Rnd  his  triumphaQt  death.     "  And  I  too,"  ailtla  the  speaker 

^^H  "  am  come  to  die  amongst  you,  and  find  my  bat  reeliog 

^^H  placi;  jondtr,  by  the  eide  of  jour  beloved  pastor,  who  has  bo 

^^H  nceiitlj  passed  to  our  F^tfaer'a  honse  above;"  coacluding 

^^H  several  other  remarks  upon  the   subject  of  hia   oivn  speedy 

^^f  removal  to  the  better  land,  with  an  earnest  exhortation  ta 

diligeoce  in  the  Master's  service,  and  with  the  prayer  ttiat 

all,  lioth  preachers  and  heartrs,  might  be  found  ready  Ibr  the 

coming  of  the  Lord. 

Tho  hour  for  afternoon  aervicp  finds  the  young  miniater 
somewhat  indiepo'ed,  bo  that  it  is  deemed  advii^able  for  i 
local  preacher  to  occupy  hia  place  in  the  sanctuary.  AsnigM 
comes  on,  severe  paina  across  the  loins  and  a  racking  (roatsl 
headache,  rendering  it  difficult  to  keep  the  eyes  open, 
betoken  tho  insidious  approach  of  the  fever,  and  warn  the 
eifierienced  nurses,  who  have  already  spontaneoMlj 
gathered  to  take  care  of  the  minister,  as  the;  are  alwa\i 
wont  to  do  when  sickness  enters  the  missionary  household, 
that  it  is  not  a  slight  attack  with  which  the  patient  i> 
threatened.  A  medical  practitioner  is  summoned,  luid 
according  to  the  mistaken  ideas  of  medicl  practioe  whith 
prevail,  prejudicial  to  the  Ba.rety  of  many  a  patient,  copious 
draughts  of  blood  ara  drained  from  a  frame  already  too  much 
debilitated  for  the  fierce  rrontiict  with  the  terrible  maledy 
which  seems  to  threaten.  Powerful  do»va  of  calomel  are 
also  administered,  more  calculated  to  aid  than  to  chock  the 
progress  of  the  disea-e. 

Ttirough  a  restless  night  the  quick  vacillating  pulfe,  the 
dry,  hot  t-kin,  and  a  qucnchiess  thirst,  tell  with  what  power- 
ful grasp  the  feeer  baa  laid  hold  upon  the  aystem. 
Blistering,  bleeding,  stmng  medicinea  are  all  powerless  to 
arrest  its  progress,  until  a)>oiit  the  fifth  day,  when  the  akin 
bugins  to  exhibit  the  bright  yellow  hue  which  often  proves 
to  be  a  fiktal  symptom  and  the  immediate  forerunner  of  death. 
It  is  this  that  has  procured  for  the  pjrticular  type  of  fever, 
nnder  which  the  patient  is  sinking,  the  designuiioa 
h  *■  yellow  Jack,"  given  to  it  by  British  blue-jacket; 
eroons  who  iia7e  syiSettOi  fciil\i&-:i  Itova. 
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From  the  fir-it  moment  of  its  appruaoh,  the  sufferer  bus 
declared  tbat  it  is  a.  sickness  unto  death,  and  ret^igoed  hlni- 
nelf  with  patient  laitb  ta  the  issue,  which  he  stems  clearly 
to  have  seen  before  him.  All  that  willing  handa  and  loving 
hearts  can  do  to  rrlieve  his  euffErings,  and  soothe  the 
Hignish  of  the  youn^  wife  who  hangs  over  hia  bed  in  deep 
diatresa,  ifl  done  ;  but  no  favourable  ajniptom  is  developed. 
IJncbeoked,  the  dread  diiseaae  goes  on,  drying  up  the 
springs  of  life,  until  it  becomes  too  manifest  to  all  around 
tdat  the  preaentiment,  si  strongly  felt  and  uttered,  is  about 
to  be  fullilled.  it  has  not  beeu  the  offspring  of  f<!ar  j  for 
there  is  none  of  the  fear  which  bath  torment;  uo  fear  of 
dyia^  marks  that  death-bed.  lb  is  not  fear,  bub  heavcii- 
bom  joy  and  hope,  that  spreada  brightness  over  that  pallid, 
sunken  countenance.  There  is  no  fear,  but  the  gladness  of  a. 
triumphant  faith  in  the  words  that  issue  from  those  parched 
and  fevtred  lips,  while  the  handa  are  lifted  up  towards 
heaven  :  "  I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth ;  and  I  know  and 
feel  that  He  hath  loved  me  and  given  Himself  for  me.' 
Nor  ia  there  any  sign  of  fear  in  the  tender,  affectionate 
tones  in  which  he  commends  the  loved  wife  of  his  yolith, 
the  wife  of  a  few  months  only,  and  the  unborn  pledge  of 
their  wedded  love,  to  the  ever-gr.^cious  One  who  has  aaid, 
"A  judge  of  the  widow  and  the  fatherless  is  God  in  His- 
holy  habitation."  He  has  felt  from  the  beginning  that 
he  came  there  to  die ;  but  like  the  great  apostle  hu  feels,  "  For 
me  to  live  ia  Christ,  to  die  is  gain."  And  now  that  tht 
dread  king  of  terrors  is  approaching,  in  fearless  faith  and 
peaceful  joyous  hope  he  reata  his  so«l  upon  the  Rock  of  Ages, 
and  awaits  the  moment  when  his  ransomed  spirit,  purified 
from  all  defilement,  shall  pass  through  death  triumphant 
home  to  God. 

More  and  more  the  heart  of  the  young  wife  sinks 
in  sorrow,  as  the  laat  fatal  symptoma  become  unmistakeably 
apparent,  and  the  dreadful  black  vomit  heralds  the  approach 
of  death,  until  the  sixth  day,  when  the  last  faint  accents, 
"  Jesus  my  life !   Jeaus  ia  precious  ! "  pass  the  fever-blistered. 
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lips,  leaviog  them  closely  sealed  in  death,  and  the  glorified 
spirit  enters  the  joy  of  its  Lord. 

Only  one  short  week  has  passed  since  the  young  missionary 
stood  before  that  congregation  for  the  first  and  last  time, 
and  gave  utterance  to  the  startling  announcement  that 
^e  came  among  them  to  die.  And  lo !  the  presentiment 
>ias  been  fulfilled !  On  the  Sabbath  evening,  amid  the  tears 
of  weeping  hundreds,  the  grave  opens  to  receive  the  fever 
victim.  Tuco  fresh  mounds  instead  of  one  mark  the 
missionaries'  burial  place  in  the  humble  cemetery;  and  the 
canvas  tent,  and  the  congregation  that  assemble  there,  are 
again  without  a  pastor.  And  two  young  widows,  with 
suddenly  blighted  hopes,  are  left  to  feel  how  transitory  and 
imcertain  are  even  the  purest  and  holiest  joys  associated 
with  this  dark  vale  of  tears. 


xxvn. 

A  MOTHER'S  DREAM. 


)t  the  ] 
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What  is  a  mother's  lore  7 
A  noble,  pore,  and  teudei  fiame, 

Enkindle 3,  from  above 
To  bless  aheait  of  eoithly  mould  ; 
The  warmest  love  that  cait  grovp  cold ; 

ThU  iB  a  motlier'd  love. 

MOHTOOUEBT. 

fTBASQB  and  jnexplieable  are  the  faiicie9  tbat  frequently 
occupy  the  mind  when  all  the  outward  aensefi  are 
locked  up  in  aleep  !  Who  can  tell  whence  they  come, 
or  how  they  are  caused  ?  It  would  he  idle  and  foolish  to 
attach  undue  importance  to  all  the  vain  imaginations  which 
crowd  our  Bleeping  hours,  But  it  may  not  he  denied,  with 
the  Bihle  in  our  hands,  that  God  has  Bometimes  Been  it 
good  to  communicate  with  Hia  creatures  through  the 
medium  of  dreams  and  visiona  of  the  night.  (Job  sxxiii.) 

Apart  from  the  volume  of  inspiration  many  well- 
anthenticated  facta  show  that  the  wise  and  righteous 
Governor  of  the  universe  atill  takes  up  the  dreams  of  men 
into  the  arrangement  of  His  providence,  and  uses  them  for 
the  accomplishment  of  His  own  purposes.  Other  dreams, 
in  which  it  would  be  difficult  to  discover  anything  of 
providential  design,  become  remarkable  from  the  manner 
in  which  they  are  fulfilled.  It  is  not,  however,  my  purpose 
to  write  a  dissertation  on  dreams,  hat  merely  to  refer  to  one 
which  at  the  time  produced  a  powerful  impresBion,  and  was, 
after  the  lapse  of  many  years,  renoarkably  verified. 

On  m^  Bist  missionary  voyage  to  the  U\e&  oi  ^Ja,%'Hl«xhl^ 
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upwards  of  forty  years  ago,  I  was  associated  with  C.  W.,  ii 
^ouDg  man  of  about  the  same  age  as  myEell',  who  bsd  beea 
reeominended  and  accepted  for  the  mission  work,  from  oi 
of  the  Methodist  districte  in  the  west  of  England, 
was  of  a  mild,  quiet  disposition  and  retiring  in  hia  habite. 
He  had  seen  but  little  of  tne  world,  even  less  tban  tnott 
joung  men  of  his  age,  being  restrained  by  a  fond,  doting 
mother,  to  whom  he  was  warmly  attached,  from  everything 
like  free  intercourse  with  other  boys,  and  from  sharing  their 
sports  and  recreations.  Carefully  trained  in  the  habit  of 
attending  upon  the  ordinances  of  religion  in  her  owncoiB- 
pany,  it  was  the  great  joy  of  the  mother's  life  to  see  tfae 
boy  she  loved  so  devotedly  yield  himself  up  to  the  grauioM 
influences  and  drawings  of  the  Divine  Spirit,  and  openl; 
consecrate  his  youthful  afri:ctioaB  and  hie  life  to  his  Savioni. 
The  love  of  Christ  had  smoothed  and  brightened  her  own 
lowly  path  for  many  years,  through  the  cares  and  aniieties 
of  domestic  trial  and  the  sorrow  and  lonelinesa  of  early  widow- 
hood. Deeply  she  felt  her  obligations  to  the  Ijori),  a.nd 
that  no  sacrifice  she  could  make  for  Him  could  be  too 
great.  But  it  became  the  great  sorrow  of  her  life  when, 
after  a  severe  and  protracted  struggle  between  maternal  love 
and  duty  to  Christ  and  His  cause,  she  was  called  upon  to 
give  up  the  cherished  objectof  her  heart's  warmest  affection, to 
go  wherever  the  Head  of  the  church  might  assign  to  him  i 
sphere  of  labour  in  the  mission  field,  and  bid  him  adieu,  to 
behold  hie  face  no  more  on  earth.  She  knew  something  of 
the  deep  anguish  the  venerable  patriarch  experienced,  when 
the  strange  command  frona  heaven  fell  upon  hia  ear :  "  Take 
now  thy  son,  thine  only  son  Isaac  whom  thou  lovest,  and  get 
thee  into  the  land  of  Mori&h,  and  oEFer  him  there  for  a  burnt 
offering  upon  one  of  the  mountains  which  I  will  tell  thee 
of."  It  was  not  more  distressing  to  Abraham  thus  to  part 
with  his  Isaae,  than  it  was  to  the  widowed  mother  to  lay 
her  only  child  upon  the  missionary  altar. 

The  bitter  heart-trial  had  been  endured.      The  last  sad 
farewell  had  heea  pronoUTicei  •«itfa  -oittii-^  ^«as«,  and  the  son 

the  widow  wa.a   oii  \i«  ^a.-^  *ui  'Oo<i  \'^e».  -A  "Coa  ^«^. 
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Thitber  he  was  going,  nob  in  the  pursuit  of  wealth,  but  to 
assist  in  filling  up  vacancies  which  the  harassings  of  unre- 
lenting pereecutors,  or  tho  ravages  of  yellow  fever,  had 
created  among  the  missionary  labourers,  who  were  there 
preaching  the  ever-Wcssed  Gospel  to  the  coloured  free  popu- 
lation ajid  the  down-trodden  slaves. 

In  tho  midst  of  the  wide  Atlantic  the  progress  of  the 
■hip  is  arrested  by  protracted  calms.  In  vaiu  the  broad 
Mils  are  spread  to  catch  the  breeze  ;  there  is  not  a  breath  of 
air.  An  almost  vertical  sun  pours  down  his  fervent  rays 
npon  the  vessel,  melting  tho  pitcli  that  fills  up  the  seams  of 
her  d«clc3.  Kot  a  ripple  is  seen  upon  the  water,  which  glis- 
tens smooth  and  shining  Lke  molten  silver,  and  stretching 
to  the  distant  horizon  all  around.  The  vessel  rises  and  falls 
with  a  never-ending  swell ;  the  canvas  flaps  to  and  fro  with 
weary,  monotonous  sound,  and  it  seems  as  if  all  nature  had 
gone  to  sleep.  A  week  passes  awaj,  and  another  week 
begins  and  ends,  and  there  we  lie,  rolling  and  rocking  in  the 
same  spot.  The  ships  that  we  have  scanned  through  our 
glasses  many  miles  distant,  day  nfter  day,  still  maintain  the 
same  relative  position,  immoveable,  hke  ourselves,  for  lack 
of  the  favouring  breeze  to  help  them  on  their  course. 
"We  have  watched  the  gambols  of  shoals  of  porpoises 
around  the  sliip.  We  have  seen  whales  sporting  in  the 
distance ;  sometimes  rolling  their  huge  carcases  half  way 
out  of  the  water.  Day  after  day,  our  captain,  dexterous  in 
the  use  of  the  groins,  has  stood  in  the  chains  and  made  war 
upon  the  vast  quantities  of  "  bonito  "  that  sported  about 
the  vessel,  hoisting  one  large  fish  after  another  to  the  deck, 
until  an  abundant  supply  has  be«n  obtained  for  the  ship's 
use  for  many  days.  The  hungry  shark  has  prowled  around 
ns,  until,  yielding  at  length  to  the  temptation,  he  has 
greedily  swallowed  the  large  piece  of  pork  thrown  over- 
board to  entrap  him.  But  with  it  he  has  swallowed  the 
treacherous  hook,  pointed  and  barbed,  which,  taking  firm 
hold  of  his  vitals,  has  enabled  us  to  haul  him  on  deck,  and 
finish  him  off  there,  taking  care  to  keep  from  the  powerful 
lashJBgB  of  bis  broad  tail  in  the  dealt  agoivy  ■  '^ft'^«^wi.- 
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guese  man-of-war,  Qoatiug  upon  the  surface  of  the  calm  eet,  1 
has  been  drawn  np  in  a  bucket,  and  subjected  to  minute  ' 
inepectiori.  Several  momingB  the  sea  has  been  found  far 
mUes  covered  in  all  directions  with  turtle,  calmly  sleeping 
upon  the  untroubled  ocean.  The  ship's  boats  have  been  got 
out,  and,  with  muSed  oars,  the  sleepers  have  been  noiselessl; 
approached,  struck  with  the  barbed  groins,  and  boisted  iota 
the  boats.  In  many  cases,  however,  they  took  alarm,  and 
went  down  for  ehelter  in  the  unfathomable  deep  before  we 
could  come  near  to  capture  tbem.  But  the  spoils  of  our 
turtle-hunting  have  been  sufBeient  (bttween  thirty  and 
forty  haviag  been  secured)  to  furnish  an  ample  supplj 
of  turtle  steaks  and  turtle  soup,  to  vary  and  enrich  out 
ample  daily  fare  until  the  ship  shall  reach  the  end  of  her 
voyage. 

Stilt  the  calm  continues.  There  is  among  the  passengers, 
amounting  to  twentj-nine  in  all,  a  youthful  medico,  going  to 
seek  a  practice  in  Jamaica.  There  is  alto  a  nephew  of  Sir 
Andrew  A.,  famous  for  his  efforts  in  Parliament  concerning 
the  Sabbath,  and  several  other  young  men  bound  to  the 
west  to  try  chances  with  the  yeUow  fever  and  a  planter'* 
life.  Yielding  to  the  solicitations  of  his  more  youthful  pgs- 
aengers,  the  good-natured  captain  sufiers  those  who  are  com- 
petent to  go  overboard,  and  have  a  swim  about  the  bows  af 
the  ship;  lowering  a  boat,  and  suspending  ropes  over  the 
Bides  and  the  bowsprit  to  insure  the  safety  of  the  adveo- 
turers.  To  sport  in  the  calm,  placid  sea  for  an  hour  affords 
enjoyment  to  the  swimmers  for  several  days,  until  a  narrow 
escape  from  drowning  on  the  part  of  the  young  medical 
gentleman  induces  the  captain  to  put  a  veto  upon  this  kind 
of  amusement.  Being  hut  an  indifferent  swimmer,  he  had 
failed,  when  nearly  exhausted,  to  catcb  bold  of  the  rope 
hanging  from  the  end  of  the  bowsprit,  when  a  young  Bap- 
tist missionary,  who,  as  might  be  eipected,  was  more  at 
home  in  the  water  than  his  companions,  swam  to  the  rescue, 
and  saved  him  as  he  was  sinking. 

In  these  aqaatic  e^eTccei'flti.ft  ■^ovcii'^  ■n»jK&.cmai^,0,  W., 
took  no  part,    Wheii'Mgei^»fiaK>,'^^isfAsa.''ios!&\iSi^iiA. 
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lettrned  to  swim.  He  had  never  in  ins  life  ventured 
^to  the  nater,  ta  other  yonths  were  acoustomed  to  do, 
reTraiDLDg  from  this  in  deference  to  his  mother's  wishes. 
Before  the  birth  of  her  son  she  had  a  dream  concerning  him, 
in  which  he  came  to  his  death  hy  drowning'.  This  dream 
liad  so  wrought  upon  her  that,  all  through  his  childhood  and 
jrouth,  she  had  laid  her  commands  upon  him  to  abstain  from 
taking  part  in  any  of  those  amuBements  of  boyhood,  bath- 
ing, skating,  &c.,  by  which  the  fidfllment  of  her  dream 
I  might  possibly  be  brought  about.  In  obedience  to  the 
Iwishes  of  bin  muoh-loved  mother,  he  had  never  in  bis  life 
,TeTttured  into  or  upon  the  water  until  the  present  voyage. 
He  therefore  contented  himself  with  looking  from  the  deck 
upiin  his  fellow-voyagers,  as  they  sported  in  the  calm, 
deep  waters,  and  swam  to  and  fra  about  the  bows  of  the 
TeEsel. 

When  seven  weeks  have  sped,  the  Blue  Mountains  of 
Jamaica  are  seen  lifting  their  somaiits  to  the  clouds.  The 
strong  trade-wind  hlls  the  sails  and  urges  on  the  ship,  till, 
before  mid-day  on  a  July  Sabbath,  Port  Royal  Point  is 
rounded,  and  the  loud  rattle  of  the  chain-cable,  as  the  anchor 
descends,  proclaims  that  the  wearisome  voyage  is  at  an  end. 
The  tbree  missionaries  enter  upon  their  work.  The  tima 
of  year  is  not,  however,  the  most  favourable  for  doing  so ; 
and,  before  two  weeks  have  elapsed,  one  of  them,  (the  Bap- 
tist,) cut  down  by  yellow  fever,  sleeps  in  the  dust.  C.  W., 
like  myself,  has  recovered  from  a  similar  attack  to  that 
which  has  borne  onr  fellow-traveller  to  the  grave;  hut  the 
fell  disease  has,  for  a  season,  greatly  proatrated  all  our  ener- 
gies. For  three  years  and  more  my  fellow -voyager  haa 
laboured  HuccessfuUy  in  hts  hallowed  vocation.  The  period 
of  his  probation  is  drawing  to  a  close,  and  bo  is  now  looking, 
on  the  arrival  of  every  mail,  for  the  official  letter  that  is  to 
Banotion  his  return  to  England  for  the  purpose  of  taking  to 
himself  as  partner  for  life  the  beiog  dearer  to  him  than  all 
others  upon  earth,  with  whom  he  had  exchanged  pldgea  of 
betrothal  belbre  he  gave  himself  to  mistionary  work.  Re- 
xaovetl  ftom  the  buay  city,  he,  with  anottiei,  %  -jooSiVSA  «^- 
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league,  occupies  a  station  in  the  country  near  the  bankE  ol 
the  Rio  Minto,  commonly-  calied  Dry  RiTer.  This  name  is 
given  to  it  because,  during  the  dry  seaeon,  ita  waters  an 
nearly,  or  altogether,  dried  up ;  the  brood,  deep  channd, 
overspread  with  vast  maeses  of  rock,  bearing  witness  to  the 
velocity  and  power  of  the  torrent  which  fills  it  during  the 
rainy  seasouB  of  the  tropica. 

The  t"0  young  misgion aiies  share  the  eame  bnmble  direll- 
ing,  as  they  divide  between  them  the  pastoral  charge,  wi& 
its  large  respond ibilities,  which  frequent  dentha  in  the  mi*- 
Bioiiary  ranks  bave  caused,  somewhat  prematurely,  to  devohe 
upon  them.  The  younger  of  the  two,  who  hag  onlj 
recently  entered  upon  his  work,  is  a  young  man  of  Urely 
temperament,  gay  and  sanguine ;  and  he  has  succeeded  iu 
laughing  and  rallying  his  graver  brother  out  of  what  he  calk 
his  "  superstitious  fear  of  the  water."  Both  of  them  hara, 
for  some  weeks  past,  been  in  the  habit  of  repiLlring,  on  Satur- 
day afternoon,  to  the  neighbouring  river,  for  the  retreshmfflt 
of  a  bath  ; — the  water  at  the  time  running  very  low,  and  the 
stream  being  go  email  and  shallow  that  an  infant  migtlt 
bathe  in  it  almost  anywhere  with  perfect  safety. 

Frequent  indulgence  ia  this  refreshing  exercise  has  com- 
pletely dispelled  the  apprehensions  which,  from  his  childhood, 
had  occupied  the  mind  of  C.  W. ;  and  he  finds  great  enjo^ 
ment  in  his  weekly  ablution.  This  has  gone  on  fur  aevml 
months,  when  the  younger  of  the  two  ministers  ia  absent  OU 
the  Saturday  afternoon,  having  gone  to  supply  the  pulpit  on 
the  Sabbath  in  a  distant  Circuit.  C.  W.  feela  no  hesitatimi 
in  going  alone  to  the  river  course  to  take  his  usual  bathi 
and  immediately  after  dinner,  having  informed  the  domestic 
whither  he  was  going,  that  he  might  be  sent  for  if  his  pre- 
sence at  home  were  required,  he  repairs  to  the  customwy 

The  afternoon  passes  away,  and  the  young  missionary 
does  not  return.  The  evening  has  sped,  and  nine  o'olodk 
has  struck,  and  the  preparations  for  tea  remain  as  they  had 
been  placed  se^eial  hoMi  WEore.  Still  the  absent  one  baa 
not   made   \iis    a^^eoiajLiie,    'iV^    skvito*.,  -^Via  "^aii  Hmk. 
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iiDpfttiently  awaiting  the  arrival  of  her  master,  heeomes 
fllarmed,  and  g-oes  to  bold  a  consultation  with  the  inhabi- 
tants of  several  neighbouriDg  cattages.  They  at  once 
share  the  alarm,  for  it  ia  quite  at  variance  with  the 
mini^ter'd  habits  to  be  absent  from  home  at  bo  late  an 
hoiir,  It  IB  BUggested  that  he  may  have  called  upouone  of  the 
neighbours  on  bis  return  from  the  river.  But  when  ten 
o'clock  cornea  and  be  fails  to  appear,  several  of  them  resolve 
to  set  out  in  search  of  him.  It  is  bright  moonlight,  but 
they  think  it  proper  to  carry  lanterns  with  them.  By  this 
tiffle  the  alarm  has  spread  extensively  among  the  scattered 
villagers,  aiid  a  numerous  party  set  out  for  the  purpose  of 
making  inquiry  at  the  several  houses  on  the  way,  and 
inspecting  the  river  course.  No  satisfactory  tidings  can 
be  gained  anyivhere  on  the  way.  At  hngth  tbey  reach  the 
river,  where  tbey  divide  theinaelvea  into  two  parties,  one 
to  prosecute  the  search  up  and  the  other  down  the  Etream. 
Before  they  are  out  of  bearing,  a  loud  shout  from  the  party 
who  have  fullowrd  the  downward  course  of  the  stream 
announces  that  some  discovery  has  been  made.  XTpon  one 
of  the  large  houlders  in  the  river  bed,  some  object,  dis- 
tinctly visible  in  the  moonliijbt,  has  met  their  view. 
Arriving  at  the  spot,  they  find  this  to  be  the  clothes 
of  the  missing  one ;  leaving  no  doubt  that  Rome  accident 
or  evil  has  befallen  him.  The  idea  of  drowning  does  not 
occur  to  them ;  for  it  does  not  seem  possible  that  any 
person  could  meet  such  a  fate  ia  the  little  insignificant 
Etream  that  runs  murmuring  beside  them,  dwindled  by  the 
prevailing  drought  to  the  merest  rivulet. 

A  seooud  shout  from  one  of  the  party  who  has  advanced  a 
few  yards  beyond  his  fellows,  soon  annouunts  a  further 
discovery.  Hushing  to  the  spot,  they  discover  the  ohjcct  of 
their  search,  lying  in  a  small  pool  iu  which  the  ivat-rr  ia 
barely  deep  enougti  to  cover  the  body.  Life  U  quite  estinot, 
for  the  body  has  been  lying  witi  the  head  under  water 
ibr  Bome  hours,  and  the  youthful  aervaut  of  Ood  has 
TineipBCtedly  to  himaelf  and  all  around  him,  been  called 
■tmaj  to  bU  eiernal  rest.     His  pri!5;ature  deattx  uaiot  saaV 
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cironmBtancBS,  and  in  such  a  place,  could  be  accounted  fw 
only  on  the  Huppositian  that  an  apoplectic  seizure  hid 
suddenly  paralysed  bis  energies  as  be  was  batbuig  in  the  little 
pool, — perhaps  too  early  after  partaking  of  a  heartj  meal. 
Falling  ponerlesa  in  the  water,  with  his  head  just  submerged 
in  the  shallow  stream,  he  had  been  suffocated,  no  help  being 
at  hand.  Great  is  the  sorrow  of  the  simple-hearted  people 
to  whom  he  ministered  the  word  of  life,  when  they  find 
tliemselves  thus  suddenly  bereaved  of  the  yoang  pastor, 
who  bad  greatly  endeared  himself  to  them  by  his  fathtol 
counsels  and  loving,  gentle  manners.  This  sorrow  is  greatlj 
aggravated  when  in  one  short  week  the  intelligence  comes 
to  them  that  the  colleague  of  the  deceased,  their  other 
younger  pastor,  has  followed  his  friend  and  brother  to  the 
spirit  land.  In  the  distant  circuit  whither  he  had  gone  to 
preach,  the  yellow  fever  had  seized  upon  him  after  leaving 
the  pulpit  on  the  Sabbath  evening.  The  best  medical  aid 
had  been  summoned ;  bnt  in  three  short  days,  in  the  prime 
of  vigorous,  youthful  manhood,  this  promising  servant  of 
the  Lord  closed  bis  eyes  on  earthly  scenes,  and  pasted 
within  the  veil.  Thus  are  the  sorrowing  people  doahlf 
bereaved,  and  most  strangely,  yet  truly,  after  the  lapse 
of  nearly  thirty  years,  th*  mother's  dream  has  been  fulfill?!!. 


XXVIII. 

THE  OLD  SANCTUAEY. 

Tbe  man  of  God 
f  Took  np  the  conEi^crated  bread,  and  lirale, 
W  And  gnve  ibe  bapp;  saint.     "  Take  this,"  lie  Gaid, 

"  Id  dear  remembranee  of  Thy  dying  Lord, 
I  MiB  body  given  for  thee,  and  in  thy  heart 
E  Feed  Thou  on  Him  vith  thanlifiilneee."     Then  took 
L  Tho  cap.    "  Drink  this,"  he  said,  "  and  may  the  blood 
r  TThich  once  tor  thee  waa  ahed,  preserve  thy  sonl 
[  And  body  to  eternal  life."     To  each 
y  Boms  'word  of  oomfoit  epake  he.  as  to  each 
■jfie  gSTa  the  eacred  symbols.     Unto  all 
\.  Tb»t  Banctnoiy  seemed  the  yery  gate  of  hearen. 

Mes.  C.  L.  Eicf. 

fHB  Sabbath  dawns,  but  not  with  the  usual  brightnesB  of 
the  tropics.  It  is  one  of  those  mornings,  frequent 
enough  in  the  changeable  climates  of  northern  coun- 
tries, but  not  ofte,'  seen  amongiit  the  sunny  isles  of  the 
Caribbean  Sea.  The  sky  wears  a  leailen  hue,  and  the  whole 
firmament  is  obscured  with  thick  clouds,  The  range  of  the 
Blue  Mountains,  usually  bo  bright  and  beautiful  in  the  rays 
of  the  morning  sun,  is  not  to  be  seen  A  thick,  drizzling 
rain  is  falling,  the  atmosphere  is  chilly,  and  all  is  dark  and 
gloomy.  Every  street  leading  towards  the  harbour  has 
become  a  river  course,  through  which  rolls  a  deep,  rapid 
stream  of  muddy  water,  showing  that  the  rain  is  falling 
heavily  in  the  lofty  mountains  which  form  the  background 
of  the  picture,  when  the  city  of  Kingston  ia  surveyed  from 
the  harbour,  or  from  the  sea  outside  of  "  the  palisades  "  by 
which  the  harbour  is  enclosed, 

Tbe   few  persons  to  be  seen  moving  about  are  closely 
'Wrapped  in  tbe  thickest  and  waimeet  clotU&g  Vaie^  y^!><ka&  % 
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for  it  is  one  of  those  mornings  which  »eem  to  p&ralT^e  the 
energies  of  the  dark-skiuued  Creoled,  and  render  them  alajoit 
incapable  of  any  exertion.  It  is  etrauge  to  ^ee  no  man] 
pcrBODS  Id  the  streets  in  such  stormy  weather ;  but  thej  ue 
hastening  to  the  class- meeting,  which  id  always  held  DU  j 
Sunday  morning  at  eis.  o'clock.  Some  hundreds  are  thoi 
accustomed  to  assemble  with  their  leaders,  that  they  may 
speak  to  one  another  conctrning  their  experience  iu  the 
thinga  of  God.  and  receive  the  counsel  their  various  ttites 
demand  to  direct  and  cheer  them  in  their  pilgrimage  to  the 
ekiea. 

There  would  not  be  so  many,  but  that  it  ia  the  last  Sab- 
bath mornirig  on  which  thej  are  to  he  privileged  with  the 
opportunity  of  meeting  together  in  that  ol<l  sanctuary 
towards  which  their  footsteps  are  tending.  This  has  been 
tonot  a  few  of  them  their  birthplace  for  eternal  life.  Thither 
they  have  for  years  gone  up  in  company  to  take  sweet 
oounael ;  and  there  they  have  worshipped  God  and  listened 
to  tlie  words  of  eternal  life.  The  dense  gloom  of  the  morn- 
ing is  in  sympathy  with  the  feelings  of  hundreds  in  that 
city ;  for  the  thought  to  them  is  very  mournful  that  the 
dear  old  houae,  so  sacred  to  their  thoughts,  is  soon  to  be 
taken  down.  To  many  it  is  the  dearest  spot  on  earth, 
around  which  cluster  the  most  thrilling  and  cherished 
memories  of  their  lives.  After  this  day  has  passed  they 
will  worship  within  those  hallowed  walla  no  more.  Teurs 
glisten  in  the  eyea  of  many  who,  through  the  chilling  rain, 
are  trudging  to  the  much- loved  spot. 

Coke  Chapel  stands  on  the  east  side  of  a  large  sqanie 
which  forma  the  centre  of  the  city  of  Kingston.  The 
square  is  several  hundred  yards  in  extent  either  way,  and  i* 
adorned  with  some  of  the  finest  buildings  that  enrich  tbe 
city.  Were  it  under  better  management,  it  might  bo  made 
both  pleasant  and  beneficial  to  the  inhabitants.  In  a  pro- 
minent position,  at  the  corner  of  one  of  the  principal  street), 
stands  the  building  which  bears  the  name  of  the  venerated 
founder  of  the  WeaUyaa  miasvona  in.  the  West  Indies, — Dr. 
Coke.     It  is,  W'we^W,  laosB  tteo^eva-^  i.^-vj^'iIueSi.^i-j  -Ciai 
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people,  "  tbe  Parade  Chapel ;  "  the  fine  square  upon  which, 
it  looks  being  used  as  the  [rarade- ground  for  the  city  militin. 
The  old  chapel  ie  not  very  impoaiLig  in  its  appearance ;  for  it 
ia  marked  by  no  ecclesiastical  peculiarity  to  distinguish  it  as 
a  place  devoted  to  religious  worship.  It  was  origiaally  the 
mansion  of  a  wealthy  citizen  ;  but,  early  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  mission  in  Jamaica,  the  good  doctor,  full 
or  zeal  for  Christ  and  for  soula,  obtained  posaeasion  of  it  by  , 
purchase  ;  not  sparing  to  give  largely  of  his  own  property, 
that  this  house  might  be  coneecmted  to  God  and  the  pro- 
clamation of  Hia  saving  truth.  It  was  the  first  Methodist 
sanctuary  devoted  to  God  in  this  land,  where  the  Head  of 
the  cimreh  had  a  large,  harvest  of  preciouH  souls  to  he 
gathered  into  His  garner.  Tha  house  was  spacious  and 
lofty ;  the  lower  story  affording  accommodition  lor  the  mis- 
sion families,  while  the  upper  part  was  converted  into  a 
oommodiouB  chapel. 

For  about  half  a  century  this  house  has  been  in  use  as  a 
Christian  sanctuary,  when  our  stury  commences ;  and  many 
have  been  horo  to  glory  here.  Beneath  this  roof  several 
missionary  servants  of  Christ  have  triumphantly  fi.aislied 
their  uneliil  course,  and  passed  within  the  vtil.  More  than 
one  has  been  dragged  away  from  hence  to  a  gloomy  prison 
cell,  charged  with  the  crime  of  having  taught  poor  slaves 
the  truth  as  it  ia  in  Jesus,  and  endeavouring  to  lighter)  the 
hardship  of  their  lot,  by  inspiring  them  with  the  bright 
hopes  and  consolations  of  the  Go-pel.  For  seven  long  years 
the  sanctuary  was  closed  by  the  intolerance  of  the  municipal 
authorities,  who  vainly  sought  to  extinguish,  in  this  way, 
the  spreading  light  of  Divine  truth,  and  put  a  stop  to  the 
work  of  God,  By  patient  endurance  and  pi?raevr  ranee,  and 
a  firm  reliance  upon  their  Master's  promises,  the  mis-ionuries 
triumphed  ;  the  soul-saving  work  went  on,  and  the  cnainies 
ofthe  truth  were  baffled. 

Now  the  time  has  come  when  the  old  sanctuary  miy  no 
longer  be  used.  Some  of  the  timbers  have  yielded  to  the 
iafiuenees  of  time,  and  eihibit  symptoms  of  decay  ;  and,  in 
epite  of  all  the  care  that  has  been  eseicvse^,  \\yia«%  ^a^^tor:- 
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tive  iiiBects,  tbe  wood  ants,  which  eat  out  the  auWtsnoe  of 
the  heaviest  timbers,  leaving  only  a  thin  outward  sliull  to 
deceive  the  e;e,  have  done  their  work  upon  the  building; 
and  it  is  cooKidered  unsafe  that  crowds  of  people  ihonld 
continue  to  oEsemble  in  a.  tenement  eo  frail.  Besidi^s  thie, 
exteuiitd  accommodation  is  required  ;  for  the  work  of  the 
Irfird  baa  greatlj  prospered.  Thousands  have  been  mule 
wise  unto  t^alvation  on  that  epot.  A  large  and  handvotn« 
chajMil  has  been  erected  in  another  part  of  tbe  cily,  and  a 
numerous  congregation  and  flociety  have  been  drafted  off  i'raia 
this,  the  parent  church  ;  yet  the  old  house  wilt  scaruel^ 
contain  two-thirda  of  the  commuuicants  who  are  attached  to 
it.  The  necessity  i»  urgent ;  but  multitudes  moam  OTpr 
the  approaching  demolition  of  their  beloved  house  as  if  it 
were  a  grievous  calamity. 

No  wonder  that  it  is  ao.  It  was  there  the  light  ittt 
dawjied  upon  their  dark  minds.  There  they  firat  heard  the 
message  of  heavenly  mercy.  There  the  truth  reached  tlieir 
conscienees,  and  awakened  in  their  hearts  the  conviction  that 
they  were  guilty  and  lost  oreatures  before  God.  There 
they  bowed  their  hearts  and  knees  before  Him  in  peniten- 
tial sorrow,  and  shed  the  bitter  tears  of  contrition  at  Hit 
footstool.  There  Christ  crucified  was  set  forth  before  them, 
and  tl.ey  were  taught  that  the  richea  of  Divine  mere; 
estcnded  even  unto  them.  There,  trustinf  in  the  atone- 
ment, they  experienced  the  sweetness  of  forgiving  love,  were 
born  of  Goil,  and  passed  from  death  unto  life.  No  longer 
the  children  of  wrath, — tie  slaves  of  death  and  hell, — tbej 
became  the  children  of  God.  the  heirs  of  everlasting  life! 
There  they  have  learned  to  love  Qod,  and  to  hve  for  heaven; 
-and  there  they  have  been  nourished  and  cheered,  amid  the 
changes  und  sorrows  of  earth,  with  the  bright  hopes  of  > 
better  life  in  the  world  beyond  the  grave.  Thus  it  is  that 
the  destruction  of  the  old  sanctuary  is  80  great  a  grief  to 
tbem.  A  better  and  more  commodious  edifice  may  be  sub- 
Btituted  for  it,  but  no  building  on  earth  can  ever  be  ao  dear 
to  them. 

As  the  hour  tot  tfae  ^oteiiO'i-utte^V.'i'aSawi* 
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oeaies,  and  the  place  is  crowded  in  every  part  KumberB 
have  travelled  all  night  over  the  mountaias  and  through  the 
raiD,  twenty,  thirty,  Sind  some  nearly  furty  miles,  fordinj" 
the  mountain  torrents  and  braving  the  inclemency  of 
the  weather,  that  they  miiy  be  present  at  the  closing' 
services  of  that  dear  old  chapel,  and  offer  their  prayers  for 
the  last  time  beneath  that  hallowed  roof.  Many  hearts  go 
out  towards  God  in  earnest  desire  ;  for  though  forme  of  prayer 
are  uaed,  they  are  not  uttered  by  mere  formal  worshippers. 
It  is  not  prayer  without  desire,  like  an  altar  without  a 
sacrilice,  or  the  sacrifice  without  the  fire  from  heaven  to 
consume  it,  that  is  offered  there.  It  is  the  language  of 
devotion ;  the  breathing  out  of  the  soul  to  God.  The 
preliminary  part  of  the  service  over,  then  comes  the  sermon  ; 
and  many  a  sob  breaks  the  silence  oi'  that  devotional  honr, 
and  streams  of  tears  roll  down  many  cheeks,  while  the 
preacher  dwells  upon  those  wor.la,  so  expressive  of  the 
heart-feeling  of  all  around  him:  "Lord,  I  have  loved  the 
habitation  of  Thy  house,  and  the  place  where  Thine  honour 
dwelleth."  (Psalm  isvi.  8.)  There  are  hundreds  there 
who  feel  as  Jacob  felt  at  Bethel,  when  Jehovah  manifested 
Himseif  in  such  wondrous  grace  and  condeecension :  "  This 
|8  none  olhrr  but  the  bouee  of  God,  and  this  is  the  gate  of 
heaven."  Tbat  is  the  spot  hallowed  by  a.  thousand  sacred 
memories,  to  which,  above  every  other  place  on  earth,  they 
will  look  back  with  wonder,  love,  and  praise,  through  the 
eternal  day  which  will  be  stretching  on  when  the  annals  of 
earth  shall  be  closed  ;  when  this  globe  sbail  have  undergone 
the  fi.nal  change  tbat  awaits  it,  and  the  hesvenB  shall  pass 
away  with  a  great  noise,  and  the  elements  melt  with 
fervent  heat. 

The  morning  exercise  is  ended;  and  some  of  the 
congregation  depart  to  their  horaea.  But  a  large  number 
remain  ;  for  after  a  brief  interval  the  last  lovefeast  is  to  be 
held  under  that  roof,  occupying  several  hours  of  the  after- 
noon. At  the  appointed  tune  the  same  missionary  who 
conducted  the  forenoon  service  again  ascends  the  pulpit. 
Not  oalj  is   every  available  foot  ot  a^ace  otcM:5\e4,  \«ft. 
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hundreds  are  unable  to  g&m  admission ;  for  timn^era  wbo 
have  beea  drafted  off  to  form  otliet  churches  uu  tkete. 
The  spot  is  dear  to  them  all,  and  the  occaeion  is  ooe  m 
which  tbey  are  profouDdly  interested.  Sweet  and  powe^ 
ful  are  the  strains  in  which  that  large  congregation  of 
ehureh  members  encourage  each  other  to 
■'  Antedate  the  }oya  above. 
Celebrate  the  least  o(  love." 
ThepresidiDgministerofferBtheprelimitiaryprayerjtliBnbMad 
and  water  are  passed  rouad.  Oiid  all  eat  and  driak  togethrr  as 
members  of  the  same  family,  the  same  household  of  fiiitli, 
and  the  children  of  the  same  Heavenly  Father,  Bom 
of  God,  passed  from  death  unto  life,  they  are  looking 
forward  with  hope  and  joy  to  the  period  when,  within  the 
veil,  tbey  shall  pluvk  the  ambrueial  fruits  and  drink  the 
vivifying  streams  of  that  upper  Paradise,  and  be  happy 
together  with  Him  for  ever  and  ever. 

Thanksgiving  madj  for  the  earthly  food  and  comfort,  and 
the  collection  taken  for  the  poor  of  the  church,  aome  of 
them  speak  their  experience  of  tbe  tilings  of  God,  in  acaord- 
ance  with  ancient  practice  and  those  Ecripturat  precepts 
which  admonish  Christian  believers  to  exhort  one  anutber, 
and  make  confession  with  their  lips  unto  salvation,  declaring 
to  those  who  feai  Qod  what  He  hath  done  for  their  soola. 
It  might  cause  the  sceptic  to  doubt  the  truth  of  his  own 
carnal  reasonings,  it  might  shame  the  arrogance  and  pride 
of  the  anthropological  tradncer  of  man's  nohle  and  immortal 
nature,  to  witness  the  moral  elevation  which  religiou  has 
imparted  to  many  in  that  assembly,  and  listen  to  their 
statements,  fiisirg  sometimes  into  strains  of  lofty  and 
powerful  eloqueni^e,  these  sable  men  and  women  tell  of 
what  God  and  religion  have  done  for  them.  Tet  these  are 
represented  by  narrow-SDuled  bigotsof  fairer  complexion,  too 
blind  to  see  the  broad  line  of  demarcation  which  separates 
in  all  his  varieties  from  the  brute,  as  nearly  allied  to 
ape  and  the  gorilla.  Brought  up  out  of  the  lowest 
itioa  of  life  by  God's  blessing  upon  missionary 
ur,  they  e^une  gems  aS,  ra\\fiQT^^\V3 ,  tasi\ikwj,  ■«\'tV  "Omi 
light    of    intellect    a,n4    a\o-«viia   'kv^-'o.    Ocs^^aa. 
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posBeesing  and  manifesting  that  lofty  oapacity,  which 
of  all  this  lower  creation  helonga  to  man  alone, — the  power 
to  know,  and  love,  and  enjoy  God. 

The  preEidisg  minieti^r  firrt  relates  God's  gracious  deal- 
ingB  with  himself.  When  a  thoughtlesa  youth,  he  was 
induced  to  attend  a  Sahbath  evening  service  io  a  Methodist 
place  of  worwhip,  in  one  of  the  midland  counties  of  England. 
The  word  impressed  his  conscience  and  bia  heart,  and  he 
was  led  to  feek  and  find  mercy  through  Caltli  in  Christ. 
He  tben  felt  constrained  to  devobe  the  re>idue  of  his  life  to 
the  service  of  the  Lord.  God  had  providentially  opened  his 
way  into  the  mission  work,  and  in  times  of  persecution 
interposed  to  save  him  from  the  violeaoe  of  wieked  and 
unreasonahle  men. 

"  Oft  from  tbe  mBrgin  of  t  he  grave 
The  Lord  hud  lifted  up  liis  bead ; 
Present  he  found  Kim  nesj-  to  save. 
The  fever  owo'd  His  tirach  and  fled." 

And  now  the  supreme  desire  of  his  heart  is  to  spend  and  to 
be  spent  for  God,  faithful  to  the  great  work  cocnmitted  to 
him,  so  that  he  may  finish  bis  course  with  joy,  and  the 
ministry  which  he  has  received  of  the  Lord  Jesus, 

When  he  finishes,  many  rise  to  speak  ;  but  the  preference 
is  accorded  to  an  old  man,  for  all  sit  down  at  ooce  when  thsy 
see  that  Father  Harris  is  upon  bis  feet.  He  is  a  venerable 
old  man.  More  than  eighty  years  have  bleached  that  snow- 
-white  head,  and  he  displays  a  line  African  countenance, 
bearing  traces  of  considerable  intvlligence.  In  a  voice  clear 
and  distinct,  though  slightly  tremulous,  he  tells  that  he 
wae  born  in  North  America,  and  took  part  in  the  revolu- 
tionary struggle,  on  the  losing  side.  He  then  came  to 
Jamaica,  preferring  to  live  under  the  British  Sdg.  He  had 
heard  about  Jeaus,  and  became  tbe  subject  <if  religious 
feehngs  amongst  the  coloured  Baptists  in  America ;  but  it 
was  not  until  Dr.  Coke  visited  Jamaica  in  1789,  and  there 
pniclaimed  the  truth,  that  he  clearly  apprehenccd  the  way  of 
salvatiou  by  faith  in  Christ  Jesus.  He  came  to  the  cross  aa 
a  guilty  sinner,  and  obtained  pdrdon  a,\ii\i\\e  tQ'iA-tMia'«\CL'g 
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power  by  which  he  was  made  a  child  of  God,  the  Holy 
Spirit  bearing  witnesB  with  his  spirit  that  he  had  passed 
from  death  unto  life.  "  I  was  happy  then,"  says  the  old 
saint,  "  and  though  it  is  fifty  years  ago,  I  have  been  happy 
ever  since ;  and  I  am  happy  in  Christ  now,  dear  friendB;  and 
1  feel  that  I  shall  soon  be  liappy  with  Him  fi 
better  iHnd 


"Wliere  all  the  sbip'flflompwiy  meet 

Who  soiled  Trilh  the  Bftvionr  beneath.'" 


(^1 


He  tella  how  gladly  he  stepped  forward  when  Dr. 
invited  those  to  doso  who  were  desirous  of  giving  themeelro 
up  to  God  ;aDd  he  was  the  second  of  eight  peraoiiB  then 
enrolled  who  formed  the  first  Methodist  society  in  the  land," 
"  It  was  a  httle  church,  minister,"  he  says,  lifting  hi^eyed  to 
the  puljjit,  "  and  formed  in  troublous  times,  but " — looking 
round  upon  the  vast  number  of  faces  that  were  turned  towards 

»him,  and  waving  his  band — "  blesa  the  Lord  the  little  one  has 
become  thousands,  and  God  will  make  it  greater  yet."  Hb 
Uien  resumed  his  seat. 

There  is  a  pause,  and  all  eyes  are  directed  towards  an 
elderly  wom.in  seated  nea,r  the  centre  of  the  chapel. 
There  are  hundreds  who  would  like  to  speak,  but  all  seem 
instinctively  to  feel  that  precedence  should  be  given  to 
Mother  Wilkinson,  who,  with  Father  Harris,  forms  the 
only  remnant  ol  the  original  Methodist  society  in  Jamaica 
established  by  Dr.  Coke  on  his  first  visit  to  the  colony. 

"Mother  Wilkinson,  the  congregation  waits  for  you  to 
speak."  She  rises  in  response  to  this  call;  a  venerable,  happy- 
looking  old  woman,  a  little  tremulous  with  age,  but  dressed 
with  serupulous  neatneai.  A  broad-brimmed  straw  hat  with 
a  narrow  black  ribbon  around  it  surmounts  the  handkerchief 
with  which,  according  to  the  prevailing  custom  of  her  class, 

I  her  head  is  adorned,  folded  to  the  resemblance  of  a  turban. 
She  is  a  Mulatto,  sharing  etjually  the  African  and  European 
blood.  But  the  swarthy  countenance,  though  bearing 
marks  of  advanced  age,  is  beautiful  with  the  peace  of  God 
radiant  in  every  feature.  Her  tale  is  simple  but  heart- 
thrilling,  and  tears  Aro^  Itoxn.  maa'j  «.^e.t  i*  iat  tOvtS*.".  Wi 
history  of  tUe  past.    Ste>a»a."a«a.tiQ'i  *^^«-'fi^"^^^i!™.' 
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the  heavens  and  the  earth ;  and  greatly  she  wondered  where        ^^H 
and  what  He  was,  and  how  she  could  get  to  know  more       ^^H 

I     about  Him.     None  had  taught  her,  none  cared  to  teach  her,         ^^^ 

I     the  dilTerenee  between  right  and  wrong,  and  what  was  good 
and  what  evil.     She  had  not  been  taught  to  read,  and  her 
mind  was  a  blank.     But  an  she  folded  her  children  to  her        ^^• 
boBom,  ehe  often  felt  her  heart  strangely  moved  by  earnest       ^^H 
deaires  to    know  something  aboat  Ood.     When  Br.  Coke        ^^H 
came,  she  was  told  that  a  strange  gentleman  was  going  to       ^^H 

,      talk  to  the  people  about  religion ;  and  she  took  one  ehild  by 
the  hand  and  another  at  her  breast,  and  went  and  listened  to 
that  first  sermon.     She  did  not  understand  much  that  was 
sftid,  for  she  was  very  ignorant ;  but  her  heart  melted  and         ^h 
her  eyes  shed  abundant  tears.     She  felt  that  she   was  a       ^^H 
miserable  sinner;  and  she  went  home  and  prayed  to  God,  as       ^^H 
the  minister  had  directed  them  to  do.     The  nest  evening         ^^1 
she  went  again ;  and  as  the  minister  was  speaking  about 
Christ  laving  sinners  and  dying  to  save  them,  she  felt  that 

,      God  had  pardoned  her,  and  that;  her  soul  was  unspeakably 

happy  as  it  never  had  been  before.  When  the  minister  ^^H 
spoke  of  forming  a  society,  and  invited  those  who  were  ^^H 
determined  to  live  to  3od  and  £ee  from  the  wrath  to  come,  ^^H 
she  went  forward  and  gave  in  her  name.  For  more  than 
fifty  years  the  Lord  had  kept  ber  by  His  grace;  and  she  was 
looking  soon  to  join  the  friends  who  had  gone  before  and 
arrived  safe  at  home.  Referring  to  the  persecutions  of  past 
years,  she  speaks  of  "  tJie  seven  years' famine  of  tlie  Word" 
as  she  expresses  it,  when  the  city  magistrates  shut  up  the 
chapel  and  sent  the  miaisterg  to  prison;  setting  the  con- 
stables to  watch  that  there  should  be  no  singing  and  prayer 
ID  any  of  the  houses  of  those  who  belonged  to  the  society. 
She  then  goes  on  to  describe  with  exquisite  pathos  how,  in 
those  dark  days,  many  a  little  social  gathering  of  praying 
souls  took  place  in  inner  rooms  and  upper  chambers.  Class- 
meetings  were  held  after  dark  in  the  churchyard  where  the 
people  were  afraid  to  go  at  night,  escept  those  who  went  to 
pray  amongst  the  tombs,  and  in  many  other  strange  places. 
For  eeven  jeias  she  met  the  class  al!  vi\i\ti'Q  s\\(i  \Ya.4.  \«!sa. 
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made  the  leader  in  tbe  open  street.  At  five  o'clock  in  the 
morning  she  walked  through  an  appointed  etreet, — changed 
from  week  to  week.-^and  there,  at  short  dist&nceg  apirt, 
she  would  find  her  members,  eometimes  two  together,  some- 
times singly,  ao  as  not  to  attract  malignant  observation. 
There  she  would  hold  Cbrixtian  converse  with  them,  and 
give  tbeiD  such  counael  and  encouragement  as  they  required. 
When  the  chapel  waa  re-opened  at  the  end  of  seven  jean, 
her  claas  bad  grown,  in  spite  of  opposition,  to  three  times  ita 
former  number  :  and  the  memhers  of  society  had  increased, 
BO  that  the  whole  of  them  could  not  get  into  the  chapel 
when  a  society  meeting  was  held. 

The  next  that  rises  is  a  young  man  of  fair  complexion ; 
not  to  he  distinguished  from  a  white  man,  except  by  an  eje 
practised  in  observing  the  several  gradations  and  dii- 
tinetiona  of  colour.  He  is  of  the  class  ranking  next  to  those 
who  are  "  white  by  law,"  having  only  a  siiteenth  portion  of 
African  blood  in  his  veins.  His  dress,  appearance,  and 
manners  are  those  which  pertain  to  polished  society.  He  is 
a  member  of  tbe  Colonial  Legislature,  well  educated,  and 
bearing  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  most  finished 
gentlemen  in  the  land,  and  of  a  most  generous  and  obliging 
disposition.  He  epeaks  of  a  godly  mother,  now  slumbering 
in  the  dust,  who  was  one  of  the  excellent  of  the  earth,  and, 
imtil  she  was  removed  to  lieaven  in  the  prime  of  life,  a 
pattern  of  all  Christian  excellence.  He  tells  how  ehfe  taught 
him  to  bow  the  knee  in  prayer,  and  administered  those 
loving  counsels  which  tended  to  check  the  frivolities  of 
thoughtless  youth  ;  and  how  she  led  him  habitually  to  the 
house  of  prayer,  where  the  word  of  life  reached  his  conscience 
and  his  heart,  and  was  made  to  him  the  wisdom  of  God  end 
the  power  of  God  to  salvation.  He  speaks  ia  a  shrill  but 
not  unpleasant  tone,  and  with  great  freedom  and  power,  in 
well-chosen  words  which  sufficiently  explain  why  he  is  so 
much  of  a  favourite  as  a  local  preacher.  Hundreds  of  hearts 
are  touched,  and  there  are  suppressed  sobs  over  that  whole 
congregation,  as  he  speaks  of  the  influence  eierted  upon 
him    by  the  coimaeVs  axi4  -^ta-jCTa  cS  ^^'s.  VKvii^  ■aui'Ciiret, 
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Many  there  knew  her  well,  and  venerated  her  for  thevirtneB 
that  adorned  her  character,  aad  as  one  of  the  polished  pillars 
of  the  church. 

When  this  speaker  haa  resumed  hia  seat,  one  rises  who 
has  been  the  chosen  bosom  friend  of  that  godly  mother,  and 
who  rejoices  with  exceeding  joy  that  the  fond  wishes  of 
her  heart  concerning  her  much-loved  son  are  fulfilled. 
The  speaker  is  of  queenly  presence,  now  past  the  prime  and 
bloom  of  youthful  womanhood,  but  still  retaining  a  large 
portion  of  the  grace  and  beauty  by  which  she  was  dis- 
tinguished, wlien,  with  her  clear  olive  complexion,  gazelle- 
like  eye,  and  faultless  figure,  she  outshone  the  fairest  btauties 
of  the  land.  She  is  in  every  eense  a  noble  woman,  enriched 
and  adorned  with  all  Christian  virtues  in  an  eminent  degree. 
Lite  her  Master,  to  whom  she  has  fully  devoted  herself,  she 
goes  about  doiug  good,  consecrating  her  time  and  energies 
to  Hia  service.  Hundreds  have,  through  her  agency,  been 
led  into  the  path  of  eternal  life.  Her  power  in  prayer  is 
great ;  and  on  such  uecasiona  as  the  present,  she  speaks  with 
a  lofty  and  commanding  eloquence  that  rivets  the  attention 
of  the  hearers.  She  tells  how  her  sympathies  were  awakened 
towards  the  Methodists  when  the  missionaries  were  im- 
prisoned and  the  chapel  was  closed.  She  knew  of  many 
slave  members  of  the  society  who  were  subjected  to  cruel 
treatment  by  their  owners,  because  they  persisted  in  going, 
whenever  they  could  seize  the  opportunity,  to  join  in  the 
services  of  the  Methodists.  This  led  her  to  think  there 
must  be  more  in  the  religion  of  the  peraecut-ed  people  than 
she  had  supposed  ;  and  in  the  midst  of  her  gay  life  she  was 
drawn  powerfully  towards  them.  Invited  by  one  of  the 
class -leaders,  she  attended  several  of  the  meetii 
secret,  and  her  heart  howed  down  under  a  sense  of  her 
guiltiness  and  danger  as  a  sinner  before  God. 
resolved  to  abandon  the  gaieties  and  frivolities  in  which 
she  was  wasting  her  life,  and  cast  in  her  lot  with  the  oppressed, 
choosing,  like  Moses,  to  suffer  affliction  with  the  people  of 
God,  rathtr  than  to  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  sin  f 
She  had  opposition  and  much  ridicule  aai  le^tiajJ^  ^ 


1 


I 


I 
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oouoter  ;  but  ehe  regarded  iione  of  these  thinge,  for  her  booI 
bowed  down  under  the  painful  eeose  of  the  wrath  of 
God  abiding  on  her ;  and  she  could  care  for  nothing  eke, 
until  the  Lord  took  compasBion  upon  her,  and  set  her  aoul 
at  liberty  by  His  vietorioua  love.  Theu  she  waa  too  happy 
to  care  what  any  around  her  might  think  or  say  about  her 
going  mad  for  religion.  To  all  who  reproached  and  cmt 
ridicule  and  scorn  upon  her,  she  would  gay,  " '  Come  thon 
with  UB,  and  we  will  do  thee  good.'  Religion  baa  put  her  in 
possession  of  a  happiness  far  above  any  of  the  pleaaurea  and 
enjoymenta  ol'  the  world  in  which  she  revelled  for  years. 
She  only  fancied  that  she  waa  happy  then,  and  only  for  a  few 
moments  at  a  time,  when  ininghng  in  the  dance  and  miied 
up  with  the  gay  and  thoughtless  lovers  of  pleasure  like 
herself,  to  be  cast  down  and  sorrowful  when  it  was  over. 
But  now  she  is  happy  day  and  night,  ^^^ 

'  My  Jesus  to  know,  ^^^| 

And  ieel  Bis  blood  Sow,  ^^^| 

'Tialife  everlaftin  g,  'tis  heaven  below.'"  ^^| 

She  rejoiced  with  great  joy  when  "the  seven  years' night" 
ended,  and  she  could  go  up  to  the  Lord's  house  Sabbath 
after  Sabbath,  and  join  in  the  worship  of  the  Lord.  This 
has  now  become  dearer  to  her,  and  the  source  of  deeper  joy, 
than  the  resorta  of  pleasure  ever  were.  To  hear  the 
life-giving  word  which  had  made  her  wiee  unto  salvation, 
and  by  which  her  soul  was  nourished  and  strengthened  unto 
life  eternal,  this  was  happiness  indeed  1  She  has  lived  to 
see  mother,  Biatera,  and  children  brought  into  the  church, 
and  made  partakers  of  the  same  glorious  hopea.  She  cannot 
but  mourn  over  the  thought  that  the  hallowed  place,  where 
many  a  blessed  I'oretaste  of  heaven  has  been  realized,  will 
shortly  be  no  more ;  but  she  rejoices  in  the  prospect  of  the 
larger  house  being  erected  which  has  so  long  been  greatly 
needed.  She  rejoices  still  more  in  the  hope,  which  seems 
to  make  her  soul  expand  within  her,  of  the  incorruptiUe 
"  building  of  God, — the  house  not  made  with  hands,  ets  " 
in  the  heaTens." 
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The  effect  of  this  thrilling  tale  has  been  very  powerfuL 
It  has  been  delivered  with  a  simple  grace  and  eloquence, 
that  stirred  the  holiest  sympathies  of  the  listeners, 
and  all  glorify  the  grace  of  Ood  in  her  which  has  trans- 
formed her,  the  admired  votary  of  fashion,  into  the  humble 
follower  of  Jeeos.  Ministers  and  people  respeot  and 
hoDonr  her  as  one  of  the  most  devoted  and  nseful  members 
of  the  churcb,  abaudaut  in  labours  and  ready  for  every  good 

Nest  is  beard  the  voice  of  another  female  member  of  the 
church.  She  has  risen  with  several  others;  but  the 
presiding  minister  pronoimces  her  name,  and  all  the  others 
resume  their  seats.  She  is  a  pattern  of  neatness  and 
simplicity  in  her  appearance;  one  who  baa  attained  the 
ripeness  of  middle  age,  and  is  pre-eminently  a  woman  of  meek 
and  quiet  spirit.  Her  oompleiion  is  that  of  the  quadroon, 
and  ber  fine  placid  countenance  is  an  illustration  of  "the 
beauty  of  holiness ;"  for  through  every  feature  beams 
"  tbe  peace  of  God,  which  passeth  all  understandiDg,"  Her 
tale  is  one  of  pathetic  simplicity;  and  as  she  relates  it  in  a 
quiet  tone  and  with  a  natural  eloq.uence,  far  more  impressive 
than  tbe  most  studied  oratory,  many  hearts  are  moved  to 
ascribe  glory  to  Him  who  shows  such  abundant  mercy 
to  sinners.  She  speaks  of  the  time  when  she  was  a  slave ; 
fir  she  was  bora  to  the  inheritance  of  a  British  bondwoman. 
But  it  was  her  good  fortune  to  be  tbe  property  of  a  mis- 
tress who  possessed,  amongst  many  excellent  and  amiable 
qualities,  a  kindly  disposition  towards  her  slaves ;  and  she, 
the  quadroon  girl,  was  her  favourite  attendant.  It  was  a 
sore  grievance  to  tbe  kind-hearted  and  well-meaning 
mistress  when  her  maid,  unfortunately  in  ber  view,  got 
among  the  Methodists,  and  adopted  what  she  thought  to 
be  their  strange  and  erroneous  views  of  religion.  So  it 
was ;  and  it  occurred  in  this  way.  It  was  the  duty  of 
the  quadroon  girl  to  follow  her  mistress  to  the  parish 
church ;  but  on  her  vray  thither  abe  had  to  pass  tbe  Parade 
chapel,  and  she  heard  the  congregation  singing.  It  was 
verj-  sweet,  and  quite  different  from  any  amgnig  iae^iai  ct«s 
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heard  before.  She  had  been  told  a  good  deal  aboat  these 
Methodist  people,  and  she  thonyht  she  would  turn  in  and 
hear  a  little  for  herself  before  going  on  to  the  church, 
which  was  near  at  hand;  and  her  mistress  would  know 
nothiog  about  it.  After  the  ringing  the  minister  praved, 
and  she  felt  wrought  upon  ae  she  had  never  beeu  before, 
Then  came  another  hymn,  and  after  that  the  text :  "  Ho, 
everyone  that  thirateth,  coma  ye  to  the  waters,"  Ac.  Every 
word  of  the  sermon  that  followed  seemed  to  be  addressed 
to  her ;  she  wondered  who  could  have  told  the  minister  so 
much  about  the  poor  quiLdroon  girl.  The  church,  her 
miatress,  and  all  else  were  forgotten ;  all  lost  sight  of  in 
the  dreadful  conviction  that  she  was  a  very  great  sinner, 
and  in  danger  of  being  lost  for  ever.  After  the  service  was 
finished,  she  sat  still,  weeping  bitterly.  One  of  the  good 
old  clHBB-leadere  came  and  asked  her  why  she  wept.  She 
answered,  "  0, 1  am  a  very  wicked  sinner ; "  and  the  old  leader 
replied,  "  My  dear,  that  is  very  true,  and  I  thank  God  He 
has  made  you  to  feel  it ;  but  Christ  Jeaus  came  into  the 
world  to  save  sinners;  and  you  are  one  of  the  very  peraona 
He  invites  to  come  to  Him  and  he  saved,"  She  then  invited 
her  to  the  class-meeting,  where  she  heard  the  esperience 
of  others,  and  received  the  aid  of  Christian  counsel  and 
prayer.  But  she  went  hoaae  burdened  and  heavy  la^en, 
and  weeping  bitterly.  Her  mistress  was  greatly  displeased 
that  the  Methodists  had  spoiled  her  favourite  slave;  and 
she  wondered,  as  she  saw  her  weeping  and  mourning  all  tlie 
week,  "what  those  people  could  have  done  to  Sarah." 
The  next  Sabbath  the  girl  begged  to  he  excused  going  to 
church,  and  to  be  allowed  to  go  to  the  chapel.  The  miatreM 
resisted  her  entreaty  for  a  while ;  but  when  she  saw  that 
Sarah  wept  more  bitterly,  ajid  was  in  very  great  diatreas, 
she  lell  her  to  take  her  own  course.  The  sermon  was,  she 
thought,  all  addressed  to  her ;  and  she  was  encouraged  to 
hope  that,  great  sinner  aa  she  was,  God  would  have  mercy 
upon  her.  The  minister  explained  the  text,  "  Behold,  what 
manner  of  love  the  Father  liath  beetowed  upon  us,  that  we 
Ehould  be  cciVed  ttie  aona  Qt  Gui"    ^  'S*iaa.  \a.  "V^^    s\:a. 
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was  still  much  bowed  down  with  a  sense  of  guilfc  and  the 
mckedue^B  of  ber  own  heart.  Bat  during  the  clEiss-meeting, 
while  the  members  were  earnestly  pleading  with  God  in 
prayer  for  her,  the  love  of  God  was  shed  abroad  in  her 
heart,  and  she  was  made  exceedingly  Lappy;  for  she  felt  the 
inward  witness,  that  she  had  passed  from  death  unto  life,  and 
become  a  child  of  God.  The  mistress  wondered  still  more 
than  before,  when  she  saw  thb  great  change  in  her  slave, 
lastead  of  weeping  and  mourning,  as  she  had  done  all  the 
preceding  week,  the  girl  was  now  happy  and  joyous.  Her 
very  countenance  was  altered ;  God's  peace  and  love  had 
Bpread  over  it  an  expression  of  cheerfulness  it  had  never 
worn  before;  and  the  lady  "  could  not  think  what  those 
Methodists  had  been  doing  with  Sarah."  But  she  learned 
the  secret  afterwards.  Sarah,  always  her  favourite  amongst 
her  slaves,  became  dearer  to  her  than  ever ;  and  she  also 
was  deeply  attached  to  the  kind  mistress  who  bad  treated  her 
with  BO  much  indulgence.  This  kindness  found  its  reward ; 
for  it  was  the  quadroon  slave  that  led  her  to  Christ  and 
taught  her  the  way  of  salvation.  It  was  the  quadroon  slave 
whose  voice  she  loved  to  hear  in  prayer  at  her  own  bedside, 
and  in  singing  the  hymns  that  lifted  her  soul  to  heaven. 
It  was  she  who  brought  her  own  missionary  minister  to 
speak  to  her  beloved  mistress  of  Jesus  and  heaven,  as  she 
lay  on  the  bed  of  sickness.  It  was  she  who  sympathized 
with  the  peace  and  triumph  of  that  mistress's  happy  death 
bed ;  and  when  the  rejoicing  spirit  passed  from  earth,  she 
closed  the  eyes  of  the  dead.  "When  all  was  over,  she  foond 
that  she  was  no  longer  a  slave.  The  grateful  mistress  had 
bequeathed  to  the  quadroon  girl  freedom  from  bondage, 
and  something  to  aid  her  in  her  future  life.  Thus 
unexpectedly  she  had  found  that  "  godliness  is  profitable 
for  all  things,  having  promise  of  the  Ufe  that  now  ia, 
and  of  that  which  is  to  come." 

Another  speaker  carries  back  the  thoughts  of  the  congre- 
gation to  the  time  when  Mr.  Bradnaek  was  the  minister. 
He  was  one  who  loved  the  little  children.  She  belonged  to 
"  ihe  rising  generation  class  ;  "    and,  uviiet  \i,\a  twfe  ^sA 
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instruction  B,  the  Lord  opened  her  heart  aa  He  had  done  with 
Lydia,  and  eweetly  drew  her  to  Himself  while  she  was  quite 
a  girl.  Though  she  had  passed  through  great  trouhleB,  an4 
had  moiirned  the  loss  of  her  husband  and  all  her  children, 
God  having  taken  them  to  Himself,  she  hopee  to  find  them 
all  again.  "  Up  there,  my  minister,"  she  aaya,  pointing 
upward  with  her  hand,  "  tbey  are  all  up  there.  They  were 
all  brought  to  Jesus,  and  died  happy  ;  and  I  shall  find  them 
up  there,  with  many  dear  friends  who  have  crossed  over 
Jordan  before  me." 

The  minister,  who  listened  with  tearful  eyes  to  that 
simple  tale  of  redeeming  grace,  has  often  thought,  with  pro- 
found interest,  of  the  expression  used  by  tliat  unsophisticated 
child  of  Africa,  "  The  Lord  opened  my  heart  as  He  bad  done 
with  Lydia."  Hehgion  did  indeed  open  her  heart ;  for  she 
was,  though  in  humble  cireumstancea,  a  liberal  giver  to 
every  good  cause.  Several  years  later  that  minister  had  to 
appeal  to  the  liberality  of  the  church,  to  restore  a  large  and 
beautiful  sanctuary  which  had  been  nearly  destroyed  by  fire. 
When  it  came  to  the  turn  of  her  class — for  she  was  a  very 
useful  and  devoted  class-leader — to  he  spoken  to  on.  this  sub- 
ject, the  appeal  was  first  made  to  her-  "Well,  Sister  P.,  what 
can  you  afi'ord  to  give  to  help  in  restoring  the  chapel  ? " 
She  very  quietly  placed  on  the  table  a  bank-note  for  tweatj- 
four  dollars,  (£5,)  saying,  "  That  is  my  mite,  minister." 
Knowing  the  circumstances  of  the  donor,  and  surprised  at 
the  amount,  the  minister  said,  "  Can  you  give  so  much  with- 
out inconvenience  ?  You  know  it  is  not  required  to  be  paid 
all  at  once,  but  in  three  yearly  instalments ;  and  perhaps 
that  will  be  more  convenient  to  you  than  to  pay  it  all  now." 
"No,  minister,  that  money  is  the  Lord's.  I  put  it  by  for 
Him,  and  He  must  have  it.  He  gives  me  all  1  want.  Be- 
sides, minister,  I  don't  expect  to  live  three  years,  and  it 
would  be  a  sad  thing  if  I  should  die  owing  my  Lord  any 
part  of  that  money  when  I  am  able  to  ^vc  it  to  Him  now." 
Before  the  repairs  of  the  injured  building  were  compli 
Vefore  the  year  had  expired,  that  minister  stood  beside 
^n  grave  ol  that  4e^o^5.^(iTO»si.    ftWtai ^asaed  ai 
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in  glorious  triumph  over  death,  to  Qnd  the  IovbcI  ones  that 
had  gone  before  to  the  happy  Bpirit-land.  It  was  with 
solemn,  chastened  joy  that  he  joined  the  multitude  assem- 
bled to  do  honour  to  the  memory  of  a  mother  in  Israel  in 
singing,— 

^^^^_,  Give  glory  to  Jesas  our  Head, 

^^^^^^  With  all  tiiat  euoompaBs  His  ttirone ; 

^^^^^K  A  widow,  a  widon  indeed, 

^^^^^B  A  mother  in  Israel  ia  gone  I 

^^^^r  The  winter  of  trouble  is  past ; 

^^^^^f  The  storms  of  al^ictioa  are  o'er ; 

^^Fhe 


Her  atmggle  ia  ended  at  last, 
Acd  sorrow  and  death  are  no 


len  she  has  taken  her  seat,  other  speakers  follow  ;  and 
the  minister  haa  always  to  select  one  from  several  who  rise  at 
the  same  time  to  tell  what  the  Lard  has  done  for  their  souls. 
A  glorioQB  teatimony  is  borne  hy  many  happy  mtnesaes  to 
the  riches  of  Divine  grace,  and  the  enlightening,  saving 
power  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ.  That  hallowed  spot  has  been 
the  Bpiritual  birthplace  of  nearly  all  of  them  ;  for  it  ia  there 
they  heard  the  truth  that  has  made  them  wise  unto 
salvation,  "heing  bom  again,  not  of  corruptible  seed,  but  of 
incorruptible,  hy  the  word  of  God  which  liveth  and  abideth 
for  ever."  And  many  more  would  hear  the  same  testimony, 
if  opportunity  could  be  given.  The  time  has  long  passed 
when  the  meeting  should  have  heen  closed ;  but  numbers 
tise  up  each  time  that  a  speaker  sits  down.  When  leas  than 
half  an  horn-  remains  before  the  time  for  commencing  the 
eveningpuhlicaervice.theministerhas  tomake  the  announce- 
ment, while  a  dozen,  at  least,  are  on  their  feet  as  candidates 
for  the  nest  opportunity  to  be  heard,  that  the  lovefeast  must 
now  be  closed.  The  singing  of  a  hymn  and  a  brief  prayer 
terminate  one  of  the  most  interesting  services,  and  certainly 
the  most  memorable  lovefeast,  he  has  ever  witneased. 

He  has  only  a  few  moments  to  spend  in  the  privacy  of  hia 
study,  and  to  partake  of  a  slight  refreshment,  before  he 
ag^n  presents  himself  in  the  pulpit  to  conduct  the  last 
TeligiouB  service  that  is  to  be  held  within  those  walls.  On 
J:be  morrow  tAepremisea  are  to  beglvenn'^totiBfiiKiBlwariwit 
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for  the  new  building  which  is  to  occupy  the  same  eite.  A 
large  concourse  of  people  is  gathered  all  around  the  placB,in 
addition  to  the  crowd  within,  for  the  communion  servioeisto 
dose  the  day  ;  and  the  members  of  the  Methodist  chwrehet 
have  gathered  from  many  parts  to  be  present  on  tliia 
occasion.  All  are  anxioua  to  ^hare  in  the  laat  ad minist ratios 
of  the  Lord's  Supper  in  that  holy  place,  where  they  have  so 
I  often  realized  the  presence  and  blessing  of  the  church'i 
living  Head,  and  received  the  instruction  which  tendethto 
life.  By  a  private  staircase  underneath  the  pulpit,  and  com- 
municating with  the  household  apartments  ou  the  ground 
fioor,  the  minister  upon  whom  the  services  for  the  day  have 
devolved,  again  ascends  to  his  place,  to  commence  the  closing 
■ervice  in  that  birth-place  of  many  souls. 

Appropriate  to  the  occasion  is  that  beautiful  composition 
of  Charles  Wesley's,  which  the  preacher  eelecta  at 
tjmn: 

"  See  how  great  a  flame  aspires, 
Kindled  by  a  spark  of  grace." 
Sweet  and  full  is  the  volmne  of  sound  with  which  tuneral 
voices  give  expression  to  its  glowing  and  triumphant 
Btrains  ;  the  whole  of  that  vast  congregation  making  melody 
in  their  hearts  unto  the  Lord,  and  singing  with  the  spirit  and 
with  the  understanding  also,  Grand  and  beautiful  above  all 
other  sounds  is  the  music  of  the  human  voice,  lifted  up  in 
heartfelt  praise  to  Him  who  sits  enthroned  upon  His  medi- 
atorial throne  to  govern  our  world  in  love.  Prayer  followa 
the  hymn  of  praise,  and  the  hearts  of  many  go  with  tlio 
words  of  the  minister,  as,  leading  them  up  to  the  Divine 
footstool,  be  supplicates  that  the  blessing  of  the  church's 
loving  Head  may  be  given  to  crown  the  present  and  influence 
the  future  even  more  abuadautly  than  it  has  been  vouchsafed 
in  the  past.  The  thirty -se-ve nth  psalm  is  read,  and  another 
hymn  of  praise  rises  up  to  the  Divine  throne ;  the  loving 
homage  of  grateful  hearts  to  the  Giver  of  all  good. 

When  the  sound  has  died  away,  and  the  congregation  have 
settled  down  into  aa  much  quietude  aa  the  density  of  the 
crowd  filling  e^er'j  a.va!\\a\i\6  a^iA  V^  ^tTK&,  "Cas,  \s:A  vi 
announced,—!  Sam.^ii..\'3.-.  "T'aga.'fea.-asa^'TOds.i^-b'wn^^ii^ 
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•et  it  between  Mizpeh  and  Slten,  and  called  the  name  of  it 
Eben-ezer,  Baying,  Hitherto  hatl.  the  Lord  helped  us." 
Reviewing  the  history  of  the  past,  the  preacher  goes  back  to 
the  time  when  Bcareely  a.  ray  of  bght  pierced  the  thick 
darkness  that  overspread  these  beautiful  colonies  of  the 
west ;  and  the  thouflanda  of  the  injured  children  of  Africa 
who  had  beea  consigned  to  so  8ad  a  deatiny  through  the 
avarice  of  white  oppressors,  were  not  only  subjected  to  all 
the  unmitigated  evils  of  slavery,  but  were  shut  out  from  the 
light  of  Divine  truth  and  the  hopes  of  life  and  immortahty 
inspired  by  the  Gospel.  No  man  in  thoae  days  cared  for 
their  souls,  or  stretched  out  a  band  to  lighten  the  cruel 
harden  of  oppression  that  was  heaped  upon  them.  He 
dwells  upon  the  operations  and  manifestations  of  a  bene* 
ficent,  wise,  and  wonder-working  Providence,  in  sending  the 
missionai-y  totheirbelp.  He  sketches  the  condition  of  tbinga 
ta  they  existed  when  the  only  ministers  of  religion  in  those 
lands  were  Blaveholdera  and  slave-oppreBBors,  deeply  sunk, 
like  others  around  them,  in  depravity  and  vice,  and  concerned 
about  the  dark-skinned  heirs  of  immortality  amongst  whom 
they  lived  only  so  far  as  they  could  make  them  miaiBter  to 
their  pleasure,  or  wring  out  of  their  sweat,  and  blood,  and 
unrequited  toil,  the  means  of  gratifying  the  demands  of  an 
onBcrupulous  avarice. 

He  speaks  of  the  time  when  a  few  miserable  erections, 
dignified  with  the  name  of  parish  churches,  were  only 
opened  occasionally  at  the  pleasure  or  convenience  of  the 
depraved  incumbents,  and  were  often  clo.ied  for  weeks  and 
months  together;  when  scarcely  the  name  of  religion  was 
known  among  the  people;  the  Sabbath  day  was  forgotten,  or 
only  remembered  to  be  devoted  to  unrestrained  riot  and 
debauch  by  the  planters;  and  unblushing  licentionsnesB 
overspread  the  land.  He  goes  back  to  the  period  when,  in 
compassion  to  the  miseries  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
A&ica's  children  languishing  in  slavery  and  moral  night 
under  the  proud  flag  of  Britain,  the  Divine  Head  of  the 
church  first  put  it  into  the  heart  of  a  planter  and  slave- 
hoider,  made  wise  unto  aalvfttion  uuiei  fti«  iaui\ft\,T3  ol  l&t. 
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Wesley,  to  iotroduce  the  truth  sb  it  ta  in  Jesus  to  the  deniiena 
of  these  western  ielea.  He  tells  how  in  answer  to  ptsyct 
Jehovah,  by  a  wonderM  jjiterposition  of  His  providence, 
drove  Dr.  Coke  and  a  band  of  misaionary  labourers,  bj 
tempeatuouB  weather,  far  out  of  their  intended  course,  and 
brought  them  to  the  scene  of  labour  He  had  prepared  for 
them  and  designed  them  to  ocoapy ;  and  they,  recogniring 
the  hand  of  the  Lord  in  bringing  them  by  a  way  they  ineir 
not,  and,  contrary  to  all  their  purposes  and  wishes,  to  a  field  " 
of  toil  they  had  never  thought  of,  entered  zealously  upon 
I  tho  work  which  invited  them  ;  and  proceeded  from  one 
colony  to  another,  lifting  up  the  banner  of  the  erosa,  acd 
planting  Christian  churches,  until  in  due  time  they  reached 
."  the  land  of  springs,"  and  proclaimed  the  Gospel  there. 

Listening  ears  and  eager  hearts  take  in  the  story,  be  tbe 
preacher  speaks  of  Dr.  Coke's  arrival  in  Jamaica,  on  the 
19th  of  February,  1789,  bringing  light  to  them  that  were 
sitting  in  darkness,  and,  as  the  sequel  proved,  the  opening  of 
the  prison-doors  to  those  who  were  in  bondage  both  temporal 
and  spiritual.  He  speaks  of  the  way  in  which  God  put  it 
into  the  hearts  of  some  to  afford  facilities  for  the  preaching 
of  the  truth  ;  and  how  from  the  first  it  was  the  wisdom  of 
God  and  the  power  of  Qod  to  the  salvation  of  them  that 
heard  it, — souls  being  awakened  and  brought  to  God.  He 
tells  of  persecutions  commencing  with  the  beginning  of  the 
mission,  and  how  God  gave  peace  for  a  season  by  smiting 
down  one  of  the  leading  oppressors  suddenly  to  the  grave  in 
the  midst  of  his  evil  doings ;  an  event  which  many  there 
remember  well.  He  refers  to  the  men  of  God,  well  known 
to  not  a  few  of  the  congregation,  who,  for  preaching  the 
truth  were  immured  in  the  dungeons  of  Kingston  and 
Morant  Bay.  He  carries  them  back  to  the  closing  of  the 
chapel  by  a  perseciiting  municipal  law  for  seven  years,  during 
which  no  voice  of  praise  or  prayer,  no  proclamation  of  saving 
truth,  was  heard  within  those  hallowed  walls.  Hundreds 
of  thoughtful  hearts  respond  as  he  dwells  upon  the  prosperity 
I  and  increase  of  the  persecuted  church,  showing  how  in  the 
|_dark  days,  vften  pctse'i'Av'an.  viaa  tt\.\aii-^"iisi<i,  aiiSi.  '^&a  'm^ 
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of  faittLful  ministers  were  silenced,  the  Divine  Spirit  wraught 
powerfblly  in  many  hearts,  awakening  and  convincing  of  sin, 
and  depositing  there  the  seed  of  immortal  life ;  so  that  the 
down-troddeo  church  grew  abundantly  in  spiritual  life  and 
energy.  Many  in  the  congregation  mere  brought  to  God  ftt 
that  time. 

He  sketches,  in  vivid  description,  the  combinations  of 
AlBTe-holding  intalersnts,  to  estingiiish  the  spreading  light 
of  Jehovah's  saving  truth,  by  the  enactment  of  oppressive 
laws,  filled  with  the  cunning  and  subtlety  of  the  old  serpent. 
Under  the  pretest  of  ameliorating  the  condition  of  the  poor 
plundered  slave,  these  malignant  acts  were  designed  to 
enhance  tl:e  wretchedness  and  hopelessness  of  his  lot,  by 
ehatting  him  up  in  ignorance  of  God  and  of  salvation ; 
depriving  him  of  all  opportunity  of  hearing  the  truth  which 
could  make  him  wise  to  salvation,  and  gladden  hia  spirit  in 
the  deep  debasement  of  his  bondage  with  the  glorious  pros- 
pects  of  immortality  and  the  better  life  above.  He  then, 
with  Joyous  gratitude  to  Him  that  sits  upon  the  throne,  and 
controls  and  directs  all  events  of  earth, — "  by  whom  kings 
reign  and  princes  decree  justice," — describes  how  the  un- 
hallowed purposes  of  the  persecutors  were  baffled  from  time 
to  time  by  Ood  putting  it  into  the  heart  of  the  reigning 
sovereign  to  disallow  those  intolerant  laws,  by  withholding 
that  royal  assent  which  was  necessary  to  give  them  validity 
and  permanence. 

He  refers  to  the  scene  which  tliosc  around  him  witnessed 
only  a  few  months  before,  when,  all  ovt  r  the  land,  thousands 
were  gathered  at  tbe  midnight  hour  in  the  sanctuaries  of 
Jehovah  to  celebrate  the  final  extinction  of  slavery,  and  to 
receive,  as  it  were,  from  the  Divine  hand,  the  precious  boon 
of  freedom.  Then  they  beheld  thousands  kneel  down  with 
all  the  restrictions  of  civil  bondage  upon  them,  and  rise  up 
again  in  a  few  minutes  the  free  subjects  of  the  British  crown. 
He  reminds  them  of  the  joy  which  thrilled  through  many 
hearts  when  they  heard,  in  the  sonorous  tones  of  the  adjacent 
church  bell,  as  it  rang  out  the  midnight  hour,  the  death- 
inell  of  the  foulest  system  of  wrong  that  evet  deatao^witTn; 
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bodies  and  Boula  of  men.  And  he  brings  back  again,  is  ii 
were,  the  Bcene  of  weeping,  wondrous  excitement  that  lort 
their  view,  while  the  newly  emancipated  multitude  ih»t 
thronged  the  chapel  then  sang,  in  strains  only  to  be  eai- 
passed  in  sublimity  and  beauty  by  the  chorus  of  the  slrin;— 
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"  Send  the  glad  tidings  o'er  the  sea ; 
His  chain  is  braks,  the  alave  ia  free. 
Brituiuiiii's  justlca,  neolth,  and  might. 
Have  gained  the  Negro's  long-lost  right. 
Hia  chain  is  broke ,  the  alaTe  is  tree : 
This  is  the  Negro's  jubilee  I " 


From  all  these  things  the  preacher  brings  forth  illottra- 
tions  of  the  text,  and  shows  how  the  good  hand  of  the  Lord 
hae  been  with  the  mission  through  all  its  history ;  arraog^ 
and  overruling  events,  even  the  most  adverse,  to  wise  and 
gracious  issuea,  fulfilling  Hia  own  glorious  promise, "  All 
things  work  together  for  good  to  them  that  love  God." 

He  pictures  to  them  the  fierce  and  fiery  persecution 
through  which  the  mission  has  been  passing  more  recently. 
He  tells  of  sanctuaries  demolished  by  the  hands  of  pens. 
cuting  violence,  or  destroyed  by  fire  ;  now,  hy  God's  good 
favour,  rising  again  out  of  their  ruins  and  furnishing 
enlarged  means  of  accommodation  to  Christian  worshippers. 
He  speaks  of  ministers  ferociously  assailed  by  excited  mobs 
of  slave -oppressors,  in  their  own  houses,  or  bunted  for  th^ 
lives  like  partridges  upon  the  mountains;  but  saved  by, 
gracious  interposing  Providence  from  injury  and  death.  ~' 
tells  of  other  missionary  servants  of  God,  tried  on 
charges  before  civil  and  mLhtary  tribunals,  the  evidenoe 
being  obtained  by  subornation  of  perjury  to  condemn  them, 
but  breaking  down  under  the  weight  of  its  own  manif€«fc 
falsehood  and  incongruity.  He  names  a  long  list  of  devoted, 
iaitbful  men  who,  within  the  last  six  or  seven  years,  have 
endured  the  loathsome  pestilential  atmosphere  of  Jam^ea 
dungeons,  for  preaching  the  truth  of  Christ  to  perial. 
men, — Whitehouae,  Orton,  Greenwood,  Murray,  Box,  E( 
den,  all  suffering  tVe  Vottdis,  qS  '■vnt^TOemmwA  ^o^  lesi 
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and  Grinisdall,  who,  poisoBed  by  prison  malaria,  Bank  under 
the  hands  of  his  persecutors  into  a  martyr's  grave. 

He  rtjoices,  and  many  hearts  partake  his  joy,  that  all 
these  things  have  eome  to  an  end  ;  having  in  the  counsels 
of  unerring  Wisdom,  and  in  the  eieraise  of  a  kind  and  bene- 
ficent Providence,  been  overruled  to  the  overthrow  of  tbat 
monstrouB  system  of  oppression  and  wrong,  which  they  were 
designed  to  support  and  perpetuate. 

With  due  solemnity,  and  without  meutioning  names,  the 
preacher,  while  hie  auditors  listen  with  breathless  interest, 
calls  upon  them  to  regard  the  works  of  the  Lord  and 
consider  the  operation  of  Hia  hands,  in  that  providence  of 
righteous  retribution  which  is  even  now  in  exercise  around 
them,  reminding  them  that  the  Lord  "ordaineth  Hia  arrows 
against  the  persecutors."  He  shows  how  "  the  arms  of  the 
wicked  have  been  broken,"  and  the  righteous  have  been 
npheld  in  the  events  of  the  last  few  yeara.  He  speaks  of 
suicides,  accidents,  and  terrible  jurlgments  following  in 
rapid  saccesBion.  Profound  reverence  pervades  that  vast 
assembly  while  the  preacher  goes  on  to  describe  the 
unhallowed  combination  into  which  these  men  had  entered 
only  a  short  time  before,  joining  hand  in  hand  to  estinguish  the 
light  of  God's  truth,  destroy  His  sanctuaries,  and  drive  all 
Gospel  messengers  from  the  land ;  and  how,  in  a  manner 
most  wonderful,  God  had  scattered  them,  and  brought  their 
devices  to  none  effect.  With  solemn  emphasis  he  quotes 
those  wordi  of  the  Psalmist,  while  all  hearts  feel  their  power 
and  truth,  "Wait  on  the  Lord,  and  keep  His  way,  and  He 
shall  exalt  thee  to  inherit  the  land ;  when  the  wicked  are 
cut  off,  thou  shalt  see  it.  I  have  seen  the  wicked  in  great 
power,  and  spreading  himself  like  a  green  bay  tree.  Yet  he 
passed  away,  and,  lo,  he  was  not ;  yea,  I  sought  him,  but  ha 
could  not  be  found."  {Psalm  xxxvii.  34-.3G.)  The  two  great 
lessons  which  the  preacher  derives  from  his  review  of  the 
past,  and  ut^es  upon  the  hearers,  are,  "  Gratitude  to  the 
Divine  Head  of  the  church,  for  the  help  given  to  the 
mission  in  the  past ;  and  a  sure  trust  and  confidence  that 
His  presence  and  aid  will  bless  tbe  tutxire." 


I 
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The  public  Bersice  closes  with  a  byma  anil  prayer.  But 
only  a  few  then  leave  the  chapel ;  for  the  services  of  the  day 
are  to  be  closed  with  the  celebration  of  the  holy  ci 
munion.  Toose  who  remain  have  come  once 
renew  their  covenant  engagements  with  their  God  Mut 
Saviour  on  that  well-loved  ppot,  where  they  have  been  born 
again  for  tlie  better  and  unchanging  life  of  the  heavenly 
world ;  and  it  ia  to  gratify  the  desire  of  thouaands  that  thii 
eacramental  service  is  appointed  to  be  held.  The  few  who 
have  retired  as  non-com  muni  cants  are  barely  sufficient  to 
aiTord  space  for  easy  access  to  the  communion  place.  Not 
only  ia  the  chapel  crowded,  but  alao  the  large  band-room 
below ;  and  hundreds  have  to  wait  outside  who  cannot 
obtain  access  to  the  building  at  all. 

Probably  never  in  the  history  of  Methodism  has  tliere 
been  such  a  numerous  assemblage  of  communicants  on  the 
same  spot  at  one  time.  They  are  '^o  he  counted  bj 
thousands.  More  than  two  thousand  persons  clum 
membership  with  this  old  sanctuary ;  and  mnltitudei  of 
others  who  are  entitled  to  the  privileges  of  Cbrietiau  felioW' 
ship  in  Methodist  churches  are  there,  to  unite,  for  the  lait 
time,  in  the  sacramental  ordinance  beneath  the  roof  whidh 
bas  so  often  resounded  with  their  prayers  and  praises. 

In  addition  to  the  minister  upon  whom  has  devolved  tha 
final  services  in  the  old  sanctuary  on  this  last  day  of  iti 
existence,  three  others,  after  discharging  their  duties  eiao- 
where,  have  come  to  give  then?  aid  in  the  service.  ThtB,  ' 
from  the  vast  numbers  gathered  together,  is  likely  to  bflB' 
protracted  one,  and  exhaustive  of  the  physical  energiei 
which  have  already  been  severely  tased  by  the  exercises  of  ■ 
laborious  day, 

Philip  Chapman  is  there,  a  man  of  noble  presence  just 
ripened  into  full  manhood,  whose  excellent  gifts,  nurtured 
and  developed  amongst  the  earliest  residents  in  the  training 
college  for  Wesleyan  miniaters,  afford  rich  promise  of  use- 
fulness ;  which  is,  alas  1  destined  to  be  cut  off  by  his  early 
removal  to  the  lu&aalocA  «.bai«. 

Robert  lnglia\a  fUere,  ^ftai  '-va  tvti  tstSawii  ^K^eK^wiea. 
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ft  chaeteoed  eloquence  that  cbarms  the  multitude,  and  is 
destined  to  secure  for  him  an  honourable  place  among  his 
brethren  in  the  churches  of  Britain  in  after  jears. 

Samuel  Simmons  is  there,  all  unconscious  that,  like  Moaes, 
training  amongat  the  flocks  and  herds  of  Horeb  for  the  loftj 
position  he  waa  destined  to  occupy  aa  the  leader  of  Jehovah's 
ohosen  people,  he  is  here  being  trained  and  moulded  under 
the  Master's  hand,  to  stand  in  future  years  at  the  head  of 
one  of  the  educational  institutiona  of  Methodism  j  a  position 
that  ahall  invest  him  with  power  to  influence  in  no  email 
degree  the  destinies  of  the  youth  of  the  denomination. 

The  four  ministers  take  their  places  within  the  com- 

'      munion  rail,  and  proceed  with    the  preliminaries  of  the 

solemn    service.     Then    follows    the    distribution    of    the 

elements  among  themaelvea.     Dense  aa  the  crowd  ia,  there  is 

'      perfect  silence,  and  a  solemn  sense  of  Jehovah's  presence 

I      pervades  the  congregation.     Tears  of  varying  emotion  are 

1      flowing  down  many   cheeks.     In  sweet,  subdued,   solemn 

cadence  arise  those  words  of  beautiful  meaning,  aung  by  a 

I      thousand  voices,  felt  in  thousands  of  hearts : — 


1 


"Tiotim  Divine,  Thy  grace  we  claim, 
While  IhuB  Thj  precioaa  death  we 
Oace  o£er'il  up,  a  spotleBs  Ijamb, 

In  Thj  great  temple  lieie  below. 
Thou  didst  for  all  manMnl  atone, 
And  Btandaat  now  before  the  throne." 


"While  these  strains  are  going  up  before  God,  through  the 
narrow  opening  in  the  crowd,  which  has  been  kept  clear 
to  afford  access  to  the  commuoion  table,  an  aged  couple 
slowly  advance  to  the  rail  and  kneel  there  by  themselves. 
Both  are  enfeebled  by  age ;  and  they  are  specimens  of  the 
classes  who  constitute  the  bulk  of  the  Methodist  churches. 
The  one  is  pure  black,  the  other  of  miied  blood, — a  Mulatto, 
— and  they  come  to  the  communion  table  alone,  as  the  only 
surviving  members  of  the  first  class  formed  in  the  laud  in  con- 
nexion  with  the  Methodist  mission.  One  is  William  Harris, 
the  other  Sarah  WiUdDson,  the  only  survivora  of  the  little 
societj  of  Methodists  formed  by  Dr.  Coke  oa  bia  fiiA  sialt 
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to  the  ialaDd.  Through  many  trying  years  they  have, 
holy  and  blameless  life,  adorned  their  Christian  profei 
and  lahoured  in  the  Savioar's  eerviee.  FaTOured  with  few 
advantages  of  education,  thej  have,  under  the  conBtrMning 
influence  of  Christian  lore,  and  hy  the  power  of  a  godly 
eiamp'e,  won  many  souls  foT  Christ,  Half  a  centm^  hu 
Eed  since  they  saw  the  house  in  which  they  are  nan 
assembled  eonseeraterl  to  Jehovah's  service  by  the  good 
Doctor,  whose  g;Iorified  spirit  has  heen  rejoicing  before  the 
throne,  while  his  earthly  remains  have  slumbered  for  many 
years  beneath  the  surging  waters  of  the  Atlantic.  During 
the  interval.  Sabbath  after  Sahbath,  they  have  resorted  to 
the  holy  place ;  often  going  to  weep  and  pray  in  secret 
there  alone  with  God,  when  the  ministers  of  Christ  were 
languishing  in  prison,  and  intolerant  magistrates  had  barred 
the  portals  of  the  sanctuary,  and  compulsory  silence  reigned 
within  its  walls.  As  faithful  class-leaders  both  have  long 
laboured  for  Christ  and  for  souls,  evading,  in  the  dark 
season  of  triumphant  persecution,  the  vigilance  of  watchful 
foes  and  the  restraints  of  municipal  power,  by  meeting  soul* 
they  watched  over,  and  giving  them  Christian  counsel  and 
sympathy  from  week  to  weet  in  the  solitary  burial  ground 
amongst  the  tombs,  or  in  the  bustling  streets.  Foor  and 
lowly  as  both  these  aged  people  are,  many  hearts  around  are 
stirred  with  emotions  of  profound  veneration  and  love,  M, 
with  slow  and  tottering  steps,  they  move  forwards  to  kneel 
at  the  communion  rail ;  for  not  a  few  in  that  congregation 
have  been  cheered  and  counselled  in  their  Christian  course 
by  these  faithful  servants  of  Christ. 

It  is  with  peculiar  feelings  that  the  presiding  minister 
hands  to  this  pair  of  faithful  pilgrims,  now  near  the  end  of 
their  journey,  the  emblems  of  their  Saviour's  dying  love. 
He  rejoices  with  them  that  besides  the  goodly  multitude  of 
redeemed  spirits  which,  during  the  lapse  of  the  fifty  years 
since  they  gave  themselves  to  Christ,  have  passed  away  from 
this  land  into  the  abodes  of  the  blest,  the  little  class  of  whiuh 
they  were  the  eatlieat  memhate  has  expanded  into  nunii-roua 
churches,  sca-tteiei  o'^ai  tfi.  \Jaft\M\i,'«V«»,\v(vas{,\in;ti;i»n* 
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fuTDtsIi  an  ag^gregate  of  more  tbftn  twenty  thousand  eouls. 
In  a  iew  words  he  coDgratnlates  them  on  the  near  prospect 
in  which  they  exult  of  entering  triaoiphantly  the  joy  of  their 
Lord;  and  they  retire,  as  they  approached,  attended 
.   with  the  respect  and  reverence  of  all  beholders. 

This  interesting  episode  finished,  the  multitude  of  conunu- 
nicants  begin  to  approach  the  table.  The  crowd  is  great,  but 
there  is  no  pushing,  no  selSah  striving  for  precedence.  The 
tnie  courtesy  which  the  unselSahnees  of  Chrifitianity  inspires 
pervades  the  entire  assembly,  maintaiDiag  a  perfect  order 
and  quietude  befitting  the  solemnity  of  the  occasion.  A 
cheerful  preference  is  yielded  to  the  aged  and  infirm.  As 
the  service  goes  on,  a.  continuous  stream  pours  down  one  side 
of  the  broad  staircase  to  the  rooms  below,  while  another 
unbroken  stream  ascends  on  the  other  side  to  take  the  places 
they  have  vacated  in  the  chapel  above.  Occasionally  a  hymn 
is  sung  to  afibrd  utterance  to  the  devotional  feelings  of  the 
multitude ;  but  no  time  is  lost.  The  four  ministers  are 
engaged  continuously  in  the  distribution  of  the  sacred 
elements.  Nine  o'clock  tolls  fTom  the  adjacent  church 
steeple.  Then  ten  o'clock  conies,  and  Btill  the  stream  of 
communicants  pours  in  and  retires.  Eleven  o'clock  finds  the 
ministers  weary  in,  hut  not  of,  their  delightful  toil,  and  it  ia 
still  the  same.  Not  until  the  miJnight  hour  has  been  rung 
out  in  sonorous  tones  from  the  town  clock  do  the  people 
cease  to  come.  Then,  with  the  doxology  and  the  closing 
prayer  and  benediction,  the  congregation  is  dismissed.  Mtmy 
of  them  linger,  to  look  again  and  again  upon  the  place,  grown 
dingy  with  oge,  but  endeared  to  their  hearts  by  the  precious 
memories  of  the  past,  associated  with  glorious  hopes  of  the 
future,  that  have  been  awakened  there. 

Thus  terminates  a  day  never  to  be  forgotten  by  the 
missionary  whose  privilege  it  has  been  to  conduct  the  several 
services  by  which  it  has  been  occupied.  These  services  will 
be  classed  among  many  strange  and  heart-stirring 
which,  in  the  good  providence  of  Qod,  have  been  permitted 
to  mark  and  diversify  a  life  that  has  not  yet  reached  its 
manhood  prime.     He  too  lingers  for  &  ahott  ^MnB,\a\a^ 
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be  lias      I 
tit  tie      I 


around   upon   the  time-honoured   walk,  in  which  he  1: 
listened  to  and  seen  ao  much  during  the  day  to  itit  t 
profoundeat  depths  of  his  nature,  and  produce  impreBBions 
that  can  never  be  erased. 

One  scene  is  fresh  in  his  recollection.  Here  only  a  few 
months  ago  it  was  hia  honour  and  priTilege  to  atand  up  a  few 
hours  after  the  fetters  of  an  unhallowed  and  unri^bteotu 
bondage  had  dropped  at  the  midnight  hoor  from  the  limb 
of  more  than  eight  hundred  thousand  British  slaves,  and 
proclaim  to  the  dominant  class  of  the  population, — dor 
Blaveholdera  no  longer, — "  Ye  were  now  turned,  and  had  done 
right  in  My  sight,  in  proclaiming  every  one  liberty  to  bis 
neighbour,"     (Jer.  xssiv,  15.) 

Wearied  with  eihausting  toil,  continuing  almost  without 
intermiaaion  from  six  in  the  morning  imtil  after  midnight, 
and  which  has  strained  to  the  fullest  tension  all  his  faculties 
of  mind  and  body,  he  laya  him  down  to  find  a  welcome  rest, 
devoutly  grateful  to  Almighty  God  for  the  manifold  bleasioga 
of  that  memorable  day. 

The  sun  has  advanced  several  hours  towards  his  zenith 
before  the  worn  out  energies  of  the  missionary  have  been  so 
recruited  as  to  suffer  him  to  rise.  When  he  direets  hia 
footsteps  to  the  large  open  square,  on  the  eastern  side  of 
which  the  chapel  which  was  the  scene  of  the  past  day'a 
labours  occupies  a  prominent  position,  and  lifts  his  eyes  to 
the  familiar  spot,  he  beholds  a  ruin  !  From  early  dawn  the 
contractor  has  taken  possession  of  the  building ;  and  a  large 
gang  of  labourers  have  been  engaged  in  the  work  of  demoli- 
tion. Ooly  a  fragment  of  the  roof  is  left  upon  the  walh. 
And  what  a  scene  is  presented  all  around  !  All  over  the  e3- 
tensive  pquare  there  are  groups  of  people,  amounting  to  Bome 
thousands,  who  have  come  from  far  and  near  to  see,  as  the; 
say,  "  the  last  of  the  old  house."  It  is  a  Bochim,  for  weep- 
ing and  lamentation  are  all  around.  There  are  hundreds  of 
eable  faces  bedewed  with  tears  ;  and  loud  and  general  are  thii 
expressions  of  regret  which  burst  forth  from  the  spectators, 
U  they  wring  their  haada  and  gaze  upon  the  spoiling  of  the 
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been  to  them  above  every  other  spot  on  earth  *'  the  holy  and 
the  beantiful  place." 

Thus  it  continnes  through  the  day.  One  group  of 
monmers  sneceeds  another  ootil  the  night  closes  in  upon  a 
heap  of  ruins.  But  out  of  these  shall  arise  another  and 
more  commodious  house  of  prayer,  which,  like  the  one  giving 
place  to  it,  is  destined  to  resound  with  prayer  and  praise  and 
the  flEdthful  proclamation  of  the  grand  saving  truths  of  the 
Oospel.  And  the  second  sanctuary,  like  the  first,  shall  become 
the  honoured  birth-place  of  a  multitude  of  souls  quickened 
there  to  spiritual  and  endless  life,  who  when  their  redemp- 
tion is  completed  at  the  end  of  time,  shall  shine  torth  as  tne 
sun  in  the  kingdom  of  their  Father  for  ever  and  ever. 


I  I 


I 


THE  CURSE  CAUSELESS. 

LiT]>a  there  a  eaTtige  tcder  than  the  el&ve  ? 
—  Cruel  as  death,  insatiate  as  the  grays, 
False  na  the  winfls  that  ronnd  his  Teasel  Mow, 
BemoreeleBs  as  tbo  gal!  that  yawns  below, 
la  he  who  toUa  iipou  the  irafting  flood, 
A  ChristiikQ  broker  in  the  trade  of  blood ; 
Boisterous  is  Bpeeob,  in  action  prompt  and  bold, 
He  bays,  he  sells, — he  ateala,  lie  kiUa  for  goldt 


e  I  could  have  iny  will,  I  would  blow  up  tlie  cursed 

^11\     sedition  shop,  hurl  it  down  from  the  hill,  and  throw 

every  brick  and  tim'ber  of  it  into  the  eea.     I  should 

like  to  Bee  the chapel  blasted  with  lightning  asd  tumbled 

down  from  the  rock." 

The  speaker  was  the  captdn  o?  a  merchant  ahip  then 
lying  &t  anchor  in  Hanchioneal  Bay,  at  the  east  end  of 
Jamaica,  taking  in  her  cargo  of  sugar  and  mm  for  as 
Snglish  port.  He  was  a  burly,  coarBe- looking  man,  whose  , 
countenance,  bloated  and  fiery  red,  Epoke  of  frequent  aod 
liberal  potations,  and  marked  him  out  as  belonging  to  that 
numerous  class  of  marine  commanders  whose  intempertta 
habits  are  productive  of  more  damage  and  dehtruction  to 
ships,  passengers,  and  cargoes,  than  all  the  lury  of  the 
elements ;  and  are  the  means  of  bringing  about  roore  ship- 
wrecks than  any  other  single  cause  whatever ;  men  fond  of 
yfring  the  marlinespike  upon  the  beada  of  their  crews,  and 
whose  savage  barbarities,  practised  upon  the  anfortonate 
sailors  and  boys  entrusted  to  their  control,  not  unfrequently 
furnish  soul-harrowing  details  for  the  columns  of  th» 
newspaper  pieas. 
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This  CaptaiD  B.  had  fbr  eome  years  been  trailiu^  fa  ^^M 

Jamaica  ports.     Frequently  lying  there  for  sererai  laonths  ^^H 

tosether.  while  bin  cai-po  was  heinp'  nrenared  nr  collected  for  ^^* 


while  his  cargo  was  being  prepared  or  collected  for 
him,  he  had  formed  intimate  associations  with  some  i>f  the 
most  hardened  of  the  slave -driving  fraternity  ;  and  he  had 
become  imbued  with  that  brutal  indiSerenee  to  human 
suSering  by  which  many  of  the  Jamaica  planters  were 
characterized,  from  long  familiarity  with  the  'norst  atrocities 
incident  to  such  a  system  of  outrage  and  nrong.  It  was 
even  whispered  that  in  the  evil  days,  when  the  British 
ensign  floated  over  the  deck  of  the  slave-ship  trading  to 
the  African  coast,  he  had  been  in  command  of  one  of  those 
floating  hells,  and  had  become  familiarized  with  habits  of 
reckless  cruelty  "which  more  nearly  assimilate  men  to  fiends 
than  anything  eUe  on  this  side  of  perdition.  If  such  were 
the  case,  the  shocking  depravity  and  brutality  by  which 
lihe  man  was  distinguished  were  sufficieatlj  acoounted  for. 

Howeverthis  may  be,  Captain  B,  was  a  man  ready  for  every 
«vil  work.  Even  in  that  sin-stained  land,  where  aU 
wickedness  was  rampant,  none  could  imbibe  deeper  potations 
than  he.  None  could  surpass  him  in  the  utterance  of 
blasphemous  and  horrible  imprecations,  which  fell  almost 
incessantly  from  his  nnhsllowed  lips  and  yet  more  polluted 
heart.  None  were  more  shameless  in  the  practice  of 
unbounded  licentiousness  and  debauchery.  That  such  a 
man  should  look  with  evil  eye  upon  the  benevolent  work  of 
the  Christian  missionary  amongst  the  toil<woin  slaves  was  not 
eurprising;  and  that  he  should  enter,  heart  and  soul,  into 
any  persecatmg  measures  of  the  Jamaica  planters  was  to  bo 
looked  for  as  a  matter  of  course. 

In  the  early  part  of  1832,  wken  an  unholy  combination 
vas  formed  hy  the  plantocracy  of  Jamaica,  to  banish  alt 
missionary  instructors  of  their  slaves  from  the  land,  and  to 
demolish  all  the  sanctuaries  in  which  the  word  of  life  was 
held  forth  to  the  oppressed,  in  order  that  the  yoke  of 
bondage  might  be  more  securely  and  permanently  hound 
upon  the  down-trodden  race,  none  were  more  forward  and 
aoUve  than  Captain  B.  in  deeds  oS  ^'nAeTn;*  aai^'iRxis^^ 
^^  2  I  2 
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His  ship,  then  lyiDg  in  the  north-aide  port,  coiitril)ute3 
ropes  and  blocks  to  promote  the  demolition  of  several  honaes 
of  prayer.  The  men  under  his  command,  inflamed  and  mad- 
dened by  a  lai^  allowance  of  um,  dealt  out  to  them  for 
the  purpose,  were  marched  from  place  to  place  to  afsist  the 
planters  in  their  fiendish  roge  to  lay  Christian  Bauctoariw 
level  with  the  ground.  In  thi^:  Captain  B.  found  a  taboor 
of  love,  toiling  himself,  with  an  energy  he  never  devoted  to 
any  good  or  useful  purpose,  in  the  abortive  effort  to  drire 
Christian  teachers  from  the  country  by  destroying  theit 
chapels  and  their  dweUings. 

It  was  ahout  a.  year  after  these  deeds  of  violence  had  been 
perpetrated,  and  whiUt  the  demolished  sanctuaries  atill  lay 
in  heaps  of  ruins,  that  the  ship  of  which  Captain  B.  was  the 

commander,  the  "  E ,"  had  arrived  in  the  small  harbour 

of  Manchioneal,  to  take  in  her  cargo  of  sugar  and  mm. 
And  it  was  shortly  after  she  had  dropped  her  anchor  in  the 
bay,  that  her  captain,  passing  along  the  single  Etreet 
of  the  little  village,  lifted  liis  eyes  to  a  building  occupying 
a  bFautiful  and  prominent  situation  far  above  him,  and 
gave  utterance,  'with  oaths  and  curses,  the  repetition  of 
'which  may  not  pollute  our  pages,  to  the  words  we  have 
referred  to.  The  building  in  question  was  a  neat-looking 
Methodist  place  of  worship,  huilt  of  brick,  and  occupying 
a  lovely  position  on  the  side  of  the  hill,  which  rises  abruptly 
from  the  beach  along  which  the  main  road  passes  to  the 
north  of  the  island. 

An  enchanting  landscape  presented  itself  to  view  from 
the  rocky  platform  on  which  the  humble  sanetturj 
had  been  placed.  Just  beneath  was  the  little  bay,  hemmeJ 
in  by  dangerous  reefs.  B-eyond  this  was  seen  the  broad 
ocean,  stratching  away  to  t!ie  cast  in  boundless  perspective, 
with  the  vast  rollers  of  the  Atlantic  breaking  with  thunder- 
ing roar  upon  the  reefs  outside,  sending  clouds  of  snow* 
■white  spray  high  into  the  air.  On  either  side  stretched  thf 
iron-bound  coast.  The  nnmerous  plantations,  with  thar 
massive  sugat-wotka  »&d  vast  fields  of  luxuriant  cane, 
diversi&ei   a.u4   eMic^wi  V\yQ.  wimL-EwA.-ivi'i-  csiiQ-Mgt.-^tiaa. 
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-and    plume -topped    cocoi-nut   trees,  eibibited   a   scene  of     ^^H 
wonOrous  beauty  oiilj  to   he  looked  upon  witbin  or  near      ^^H 
^lie  tropics.     With,  a  malignity  only  equaled  by  its  folly,      ^^H 
this  ruffianly  man   had  joined    with   the   St.   Ann's   and      ^^M 
Trelawny  plaaterii  in  drunken  vowa  and  pledges  that  every       ^^H 
missionary  establishment  should  be  overthrown ;  flattering       ^^1 
themselwea  with  the  vain  hope  that  the  work  of  destruction 
"they  had  commenced  on  the  north  side  would  go  on  until 
no   misBionary  preaching    place    for  the   slaves  could  be 
found  in  tbe  land.  ^^H 

In  thi^  expectation  he  bad  sailed  from  the  island  a  few  ^^H 
months  before.  All  the  fiend  witbin  liim  is  aroused,  and  be  ^^H 
raves  like  a  maniac,  when,  hastening  ashore,  as  soon  as  he 
has  dropped  hia  anchor  in  the  hay,  one  of  the  first  ohjeets 
that  arrests  bis  attention  is  the  Methodiat  chapel,  con- 
fronting him  in  prominent  security  on  tbe  hill,  the  glass 
-Endows  of  tbe  little  sanctuary  reflecting  with  dazzling 
brilliancy  the  rays  of  the  morning  sun.  He  stands  heaping 
curses  npon  all  missionaries  and  their  chapels,  and  de- 
noanoing  tbe  cowardice  of  the  plantera  in  the  neighbourhood, 
which  has  allowed  the  chapel  before  him  to  remain  unde- 
stroyed.  Shaking  bis  clenched  fist  in  impotent  malice  at 
the  object  of  bis  wrath,  be  concludes  bis  tirade  of  blasphemy 
and  profanenesa  with  the  sentence  already  given :  "  If  I  could 
have  my  will,  I  would  blow  up  the  cursed  sedition  shop, 
hurl  it  from  the  hill,  and  throw  every  brick  and  timler  of  it 

into  the  eea.     I  should  like  to  eee  the chapel  blasted 

■with  lightning  and  tumble  down  from  tbe  rook." 

His  violence  and  loud  denunciations  have  caused  several 
-persons  to  collect  around  him,  wondering  at  the  rage  into 
-which  the  sight  of  the  unicijuretl  chapd  has  thrown  him. 
No  one  attempts  to  interrupt  him  until  hia  rage  seems  to  be 
somewhat  exhausted.  But  when  he  has  finished,  a  decent, 
'iniddle-^ed  black  woman  steps  up  to  him.  Her  heart  has 
■been  stirred  within  her  on  hearing  these  impotent  curses 
iieaped  upon  the  place  which  is  dearer  and  more  sacred  to 
her  than  any  other  spot  on  earth,  as  having  been  the  birth- 
jjlace  of  her  soul,  and  tbe  scena  oE  ■ma'a'j  ^  \iftM\ife\fe  ^, 
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Xajing  iier  hand  ^ntly  upon  his  arm,  she  sajs,  "  Ta' 
cap'cD,  dat  dem  curee  no  come  'pon  joqt  own  ehip. 
out,  cap" en,  dat  God  no  break  dat  ehip  to  pioces,  and  ttowi 
him  in  de  sea,  for  de  bad  word  jou  apeak  here  to-day."  The 
blasphemer  is — to  use  a  nautical  expression — brought  up  ali 
standing  by  this  unexpected  rebuke,  while  the  woman  passes 
OB,  not  disposed,  apparently,  to  await  the  volley  of  abnie 
that  might  have  been  expected  to  follow  it.  But  the  blas- 
phemer, content  with  bidding-  his  reprover  go  to  that  dark 
region  to  which  he  himself  was  manifestly  hastening,  turns 
away,  and  takea  his  departure  in  the  opposite  direction. 

In  due  tima  he  gets  his  vessel  loaded  anil  takes  his  corgfy 
in  safety  across  the  Atlantic ;  and  after  the  lapse  of  some 

months  the  "E "  again  drops  her  anchor  in  Manchioneal 

Bay.  And  here  stands  the  chapel  as  before,  its  windows 
throwing  hack  in  golden  glory  the  firrt  bright  rays  of  the 
morning  sun.  And  there  it  is  likely  to  remain ;  for  during 
the  last  few  months  the  power  of  the  oppressor  has  been 
broken  in  these  sunny  isles,  by  the  passing  of  the  law  which 
breaks  off  the  manacles  from  nearly  a  million  of  British 
Blavea.  Already  God  has  ordained  Hia  arrows  against  thit 
persecutors  ;  and  not  a  few  of  the  hold,  had  men  who  bud 
lifted  sacrilegious  hands  against  the  sanctuariea  of  the  living 
God  are  lying  silent  and  powerless  in  the  grave,  to  whiu'n 
they  iiave  been  swept  by  the  judgments  of  His  hand.  The 
reign  of  violence  and  persecution  has  been  checked, 
unholy  band  whiuh  for  a  season  trampled  down  law 
order,  and  tilled  the  land  with  violence  and  wrong,  has 
shattered — broken  in  piecFs  like  a  potter's  vessel. 

Captain  B.  proceeds  with  the  loading  of  hie  vessel, 
she  has  her  full  cargo  on  board  ;  filled  to  the  hatches 
the  last  produce  of  sugar  and  rum  that  is  to  be  obtunt 
within  the   British   West   India  Isles,  by  the  unrequitei 
hopeless  toil  of  the  slaves.     It  is  in  the  early  part  of  1S34, 
just    after  my    removal  to    a    new   uphero  of    labour    in 
the  eastern  district  of  the  island,  ia  which  Manchioneal 
|,iac]uded.     On  a  lovely  day  in  March  I  paid  my  first  visit, 
I  tbe  pleaBant  Wttte  town,  ol  lA'a.ti'Jiivaawi.    'Y'rasAVai^ 
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Sath  in  a  gig,  I  was  enchanted  ■with  the  beautiful  scenery 
on  the  way  ;  e?pecially  the  magnificent  panorama  of  rural 
beauty  epread  before  my  eye  as  I  gazed  from  Quar  Hill  upon 
the  far- stretching  plantations  of  the  Plantain  Garden  river. 
Kever  before  had  I  looked  upon  such  a  scene  of  Paradisaic 
IffTclinesB.     As  I  enter  the  little  town  where  my  journey  is 

to  terminate,  I  see  the  "  E "  deep  in  tbe  water,  with 

tbe  rich  freight  ebe  has  taken  in.  Kiding  gracefully  at 
anchor  in  the  land-locked  bay,  with  all  her  saila  bent  ready 
to  put  to  sea,  she  forma  a  prominent  and  pleasant  object  in 
the  landscape,  which  varies  continually  as  I  drire  along  the 
beacb,  and  round  the  points  and  bluiTii  tbat  project  into 
the  road. 

In  convtr.-ation  with  the  people,  after  reaching  the  end  of 

my  journey,  I  ascertain  that  the  "  E "  has  completed 

her  cargo  nearly  two  weeks  ago ;  but  is  is  the  pecuharity  of 
thia  harbour  that  only  a  westerly  wind  will  carry  a  loaded 
ship  out  of  the  bay ;  and  the  wind  must  have  some  force  in 
it  to  carry  her  beyond  the  Carpenter's  Keefa. 

This  is  a  very  ug!y,  dangerous  bed  of  rocks  lybg  right 
across  the  entrance,  upon  wliiuh  many  hapless  vessels 
faave  been  cast,  throui^'a  venturing,  with  too  light  a  breezp, 
to  attempt  to  get  out  of  the  harbour,  and  face  the  great 
swelling  billows  of  the  Atlantic,  which  tbe  trade  winds  send 
rolling  dirtctly  into  the  bay  with  stupendous  powtr.  It  is 
but  seldom  that  a  westerly  wind  docs  prevail  there,  and 
Captain  £.  baa  been  waiting  day  alter  day,  looking  in  vain 
ibr  the  favouring  breeze. 

Not  remarkable  for  bis  patience  and  amiability  at  any 
time,  he  has  brought  himself,  under  the  continued  disap- 
pointment, into  a  mood  which  renders  it  as  pleasant  to 
approach  him  as  it  would  be  to  meet  a  bear  robbed  of  her 
whelps.  Except  among  the  planters,  who  are  men  of  kindred 
apirit  in  this  locality,  he  is  an  object  of  general  dislike. 
He  has  boasted  loudly  of  tbe  part  he  took  in  the  destruction 
of  mission  property  in  a  distant  part  of  the  island.  He  has 
done  all  he  could  to  stir  up  others  to  do  the  same  here ;  and 
the  anathemas  be  uttered  against  the  chapel  on  the  hill  a 
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jear  ago,  and  the  rebuke  and  waniiog  administered  to^ 
by  the  Kegro  womaa,  have  been  matter  of  convereation  u 
many  a  cottage  and  hut  around  the  neighboucbood.  He 
has  therefore  met  with  little  sympathy  as  the  weeka  have 
roIL'd  un,  and  his  wind-bound  ship  failed  to  get  to  sea.  The 
day  on  which  I  arrive  upon  the  scene,  and  learn  all  ttieee 
particukra  from  the  people  of  the  village,  happens  to  betlie 
day  for  the  monthly  muster  of  the  militia  of  the  parisbi 
and  the  redoubtable  captain  has  gone  to  dine  with,  and  share 
the  revels  of,  a  party  of  planter  officers,  who  are  in  the  habit 
of  celebrating  such  an  occasion  by  a  drunken  carousal,  in 
which  Captain  B.  ha;  not  the  least  objection  to  participate. 

A  lovely  night  follows  the  beautiful  day  which  marka  mj 
first  visit  to  Manchioneal ;  and  the  brilliant  raoon  in  her 
second  quarter  is  shedding  flooJa  of  silver  glory  all  around, 
when  about  ten  o'clock  I  retire  to  the  room  prepared  for- 
me. I  have  not  yet  laid  down  to  rest,  when  the  load  boost 
ing  report  of  a  Urge  gun  awakena  the  echoes  of  the  b 
around,  arousing  many  from  "their  early  slumbers, 
hear  from  thi^  ham  of  numerous  voices  floating  upon  the  a 
A  few  minutes  elapse,  and  again  the  thundering  of  t 
cannon  coming  from  the  sea  startles  the  listening  inhaUl 
ants  of  the  town,  and  proclaims  that  there  is  a  vessel  in 
tresa  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour.     All  eyes  are  directed  H 

the  bay,  and  it  is  discovered    that   the  "E 

longer  at  her  anchorage.     Through  the  clear  moonlight  si 
can  be  seen  with  her  sails  fluttering  in  the  utmost  disord 
and,   apparently,   lying   on   her  broadside,  upon   the  I 
penter's  Keef.      The  bay  ia   calm  and  smooth.     A  crovj 
gathers  on  the  beach,  and  a  multitude  of  boats  a 
pushing  off  in  eager  haste  to  render  aid  to  the  unfortuni 
vessel.     It  is  not  much,  however,  that  they  can  do, 

"E "  is  in  a  position  to   become   a  hopeless  w) 

for  tlie  "  curse  causelew,"  breathed  by  her  captain  upon  tl 
house  of  prayer,  has  fallen  upon  his  own  ship  ;  and  there,  ^ 
perfectly  fine  weather,  she  lies  cast  away  upon  the  rocks,  J 

The  facts  which  haie  Ud  to  the  catastrophe  soon  traa 
pire.    The  cap^aAii,  iu&wftei  a.Tvi.  ■cetAs.Te.^  ^ti^C!^^s&^\,'i'a 
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large  potations  he  haa  imbibed  a.t  tbe  militia  ofiicerB'  paity,      ^^M 
arrived  at  the  bay  soon  after  d^rk ;  and,  hailing  bis  boat,      ^^U 
immediately  went  on  board.     A  slight  westerly  wiod, — the       ^^ 
first  time  for  many  weeks, — was  blowing  off  the  shore,  and 
lie  at  once  gave  orders  for  the  anchor  to  be  weighed,  and 
for  the  ship  to  be  put  to  sea.     The  mate,  whose  brain  was 
not  muddled  with  strong  drmk,  ventured  to  remonstrate, 
and  told  the  captain  that  the  breeze  was  not  sufficiently  strong 
to  carry  the   ship  saf-ily  beyond   the  Carpenter's.      Witb 
brutal  curses  be  was  bidden  to  "  stop  his  jaw,  and  mind  his 
own   busiaesB."     Not  without  dismal  forebodings  he  pro- 
ceeded to  obey  orders,  and  get  the  ship  under  weigh  ;  and 
soon,  with  lifted  anchor,  the  fine  vessel,  all  her  sails  spread 
to  the  breeze,  was  slowly  moving  on  her  dangerous  course 
to  the  moutli  of  tlie  hay.     As  the  mate  had  foreseen,  before 
they  got  clear  of  the  fatal  bed  of  rocks,  the  wind  failed, 
and  every  sail  was  flapping  useless  against  the  masts,  leaving 
the  veesci  at  the  mercy  of  the  heavy  waves,  rolling  in  with 
the  full  force  of  the  trade-winds  from  the  vast  Atlantic        ^^ 
Ocean.    Too  late  the  drunken  commander  was  sobered  by  the       ^H 
peril  upon  which  he  had  madly  rushed.    He  saw  the  danger,       ^H 
but  he  was  helpless.  The  ship  was  drifting  hack  towards  the       ^H 
rooks,  and  he  ordered  the  two  guns  to  be  fired  which  gave 
the  alarm  on  shore.     In  a  few  moments  one  monster  wave 
lifted  her  for  a  second  or  two  upon  its  crest,  and  then  heaved 
her  with  a  tremendous  crash,  by  which  her  side  was  smashed 
in,  high  upon  the  Carpenter's  Keef,  where  many  a  fair  vessel 
before  lier  had  found  a  grave. 

Tbe  shock  has  been  sufScient  to  snap  her  mastsasuader  like 
carrots  ;  and  all  three  of  them,  with  sails  and  rigging,  have 
fallen  over  the  aide.  There  is,  however,  but  little  danger 
to  life  ;  for  the  ship  is  thrown  high  upon  the  reef,  where 
she  is  likely  to  remain  ;  and  the  shore  is  close  at  hand, 
with  numerous  boats  ready  in  the  bay,  where  the  water 
is  comparatively  smooth,  to  come  to  the  help  of  the  crew. 

These  are  the  particulars  which  I  gather  concerning  the 
wreck,  partly  on  the  beach,  after  the  guns  have  given  the 
aigoal  o/  ssJiipin  distress,  and  partly  onfoYVci"«va^i*,'i?.a»t"aa 
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facts  come  grailadty  to  light.  "  Me  no  wonder  a  bit,  minUUi,' 
aaya  one  of  my  informants,  who  seems  to  take  a  very  lively 
intereat  in  the  melancholy  event.  "  Sorry  for  dat  cap'en  losft 
bim  ship  ;  but  me  no  wonder,  minister,  dat  de  cuea  come  'pen 
him  own  head.  Me  tell  him  so,  minister.  When  him  cns# 
de  ciiapel,  and  wish  to  eee  him  all  broken  down  in  piec«t, 
and  trow  into  de  aea,  me  tell  bim,  '  Take  care,  cap'en,  de 
caea  no  come  'pen  your  own  ship.  Take  care  God  no  breik 
him  in  pieces  when  you  go  to  aea.'  And  for  sure  de  skip  it 
now  all  going  to  pieces  on  de  Carpenter  Reef." 

It  is  a  mournful  spectacle  truly.  The  next  day,  Son- 
day,  the  weather  is  beautifully  &no  and  the  sea  compant' 
tively   still.      There,   almost  out  of   the  water,   lies  the 

"  E ,"    on    her    broadside,  in    such    a    position   that, 

although  it  is  evident  she  will  be  a  total  wreck,  yet  there  is 
a  hope  that  the  larger  portion  of  Lor  valuable  cargo  may  bt 
rescued.  E're  the  dawn  of  another  day  this  hope  hu 
vanished.  A  strong  easterly  breeze  ha^  set  in,  bringing  i 
heavy  rolling  sea  right  ialo  the  bay.  The  mighty  waves 
break  over  and  soon  break  through  the  unfortunate  veeacl, 
washing  out  all  her  cargo,  of  which  little  beside  some  pun- 
cheons of  rum  can  be  saveJ.  In  a  short  time  the  wreck  i* 
broken  all  to  pieces  by  tlie  violence  of  the  waves  ;  and  all 
that  is  left  of  the  sltip  I  saw  so  proudly  riding  upon  the  biu- 
face  of  tlie  bay  a  few  days  ago  is  a  quantity  of  broken,  Bhat- 
tered  timbers  strewed  upoii  the  sands.  Captain  £.,  clur 
grined  and  greatly  broken  down  by  the  magoitude  of  the 
calamity  that  has  come  upon  him,  took  passage  to  Englaod 
in  a  ship  from  another  port,  a  sadder,  and  I  hope,  a  wiser 
man,     I  never  met  with  nor  heard  of  him  again. 


XXX. 

THE  WEDDING. 

jIbi!  wa  cot  ODB  ?  nra  we  not  joined  i>y  Haayen  ? 
Eacli  intecwDTeii  with  the  other's  fate? 
Are  we  not  mix'd  liks  BtreEuus  of  meeting  riveig, 
Whose  blended  waters  are  no  moce  dietingaislied. 
But  roll  into  the  ee&  one  common  flood  ? 

^pHB  bride  coma,  minister,  am!  all  the  party  a 


,-j\      chapel."     So  epake  Anthony,  the  chapel-keeper  ati 

^^     E ,  Barbadoes,  03  he  made  his  appearance  in  my 

study  one  forenoon,  to  carry  down  the  ponderous  Marriage 
Eegister  books,  whicli  were  always  kept  there  for  safety, 
and  were  now  required  for  use. 

Proceeding  immediately  to  the  chopel  close  at  hand.  I 
found  a  large  and  gay  party  assembled.  There  were  at  least 
a  dozen  vehicles  of  various  descriptions  at  tho  front  of  the 
chapel ;  several  of  thf m  the  haeidsame  family  equipages  of 
the  resident  proprietors  of  the  surrounding  plantations. 
These  gentlemen  would  aometimeB  kindly  afford  the  use  of 
their  carriages  when  young  people  among  their  employes 
were  about  to  enter  into  hymeneal  relations,  and  they  or 
their  parents  or  friends  had  won  the  good  will  of  their 
aristocratic  neighbours.  Consequently,  a  marriat;o  among 
people  of  lowly  condition  in  Barbadoes,  or  other  West  India, 
colonies,  is  often  marked  by  a  degree  of  show  and  bustle 
that  ai^akens  the  surprise  of  a  stranger.  Sometimes,  if  it 
happens  to  bo  a  favourite  domestic  that  appears  as  the  bride, 
the  ladies  of  the  Ikmily  will  lend  their  jewels,  gold  chains, 
&c.,  for  the  occasion,  and  enable  the  sable  maiden  to 
present  herself  to  her  future  lord  adorned  in  almost 
Eastern  splendour. 
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On  tbe  piesent  oopasion,  the  carriage  of  one  of  the  prin. 
cipal  men  of  the  parish,  drawn  by  a  pair  of  powerful  bap, 
and  driven  by  a  serTant  in  half  livery,  had  brought  tlie 
bride  and  a  coterie  of  her  bridesmaids  and  friends  to  the 
chapel.  Another  vehicle,  of  a  similar  description,  the  pride 
of  another  wealthy  proprietor  in  the  vicinity,  had  brought 
the  bridegroom  and  some  of  his  friends ;  barouches,  phaetons, 
and  ^igs  making  up  the  remainder  of  the  imposiog  triin. 
When  all  were  aBBembled,  the  message  waa  dispatched 
to  the  minister,  who  was  awaitiug  it  in  his  study,  that  the 
party    had    arrived,  and  all    things    were    ready  for  tiie 

On  entering  the  chapel,  I  found  a  gathering  of  forty  or 
fifty  persons,  all  attired  in  the  gayest  costume ;  the  lidj 
portion  of  the  company  especially  glittering  with  all  the 
colours  of  the  rainbow,  and  as  many  golden  and  gilded 
otnanienta  as  they  could  by  borrowing  or  other  ineaiD 
press  into  service  for  thafeative  occasion.  When  I  took  mj 
place  within  the  communioD  rails,  they  gathered  aroond 
the  youthful  couple  who  were  to  be  the  principal  actors  in 
the  ceremony,  standing  in  the  centre,  immediately  in  front 
of  me.  Both  of  them  eihibited  a  complexion  of  the  purest 
jet;  but  regular  and  symmetrical  featurea,  showing  how 
powerful  is  the  effect  of  advancing  intelhgtnce  in  modifying 
the  eiprcBsion  of  "the  human  (ace  divine,"  Many  of  the 
Negroes  in  the  British  colonies,  under  the  ameliorating 
influences  of  freedom,  are  becoming  assimilated  in  their 
features  to  the  European  type.  The  broad,  flat  noae 
becomes  less  broad  and  flat  in  the  next  generation,  and  the 
thick,  prominent  lip  becomes  more  thin  and  less  prominent. 
It  is  by  no  means  uncommon  to  Snd  really  handsome  speci- 
meiis  of  both  sexes,  graceful  in  face  and  figure,  and,  though 
black,  yet  comely.  Suoh  were  the  pair  I  waa  called  upon  to 
unite  in  matrimonial  bonds. 

The  bride  was  very  tastefully  robed  in  purest  white  with 

Iabuudunce  of  ribbon  adorning,  and  a  fashionable  bonnet,  sni- 
Bdounted  by  the  significant  orange-flower  wreath.  Through 
ue  thin  textare  o'i  \Aift  A^oTa.'^e  \ivJi^  ■^'S.  law^A-Vt  «««&. 
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the  pleasant-lookiug,  youthful,  sable  countenance,  eshihlting 
a  slight,  bub  only  a  slight,  degree  of  the  African  type  of 
featore,  and  radiant,  vrhen  the  veil  waa  thrown  back,  with 
the  happiness  which  ehonld  always  attend  upon  the  heavea- 
instituted  ceTemonial  that  is  intended  by  its  Divine  Author 
to  be  a  source  of  increasing  joy  and  happiness  to  the  human 
race.  A  rich  gold  chain,  with  brooch,  earrings,  and  bracelets, 
graced  the  person  of  tbe  bride,  lent  for  the  occasion  by  the 
mistress  whose  house  she  was  leaving  for  the  more  humble 
roof  of  her  future  husband,  and  whose  favour  she  had  earned 
by  faithful  and  respectful  service.  By  the  side  of  the  pretty- 
looking,  blooming  bride,  stood  the  young  bridegroom,  in  a 
handsome  suit  of  cloth,  excepting  the  fine  white  Test,  always 
deemed  the  most  appropriate  for  the  gentleman's  bridal 
costume.  New  hat,  highly  polished  boots,  a  glittering  white 
silk  cravat,  and  spotless  kid  gloves,  completed  the  fitting-out 
of  the  young  man  whose  dark  face,  surmounted  by  a  care- 
fully-dressed crop  of  woolly  hair,  showed  scarcely  any 
traces  of  the  stereotyped  African  i!ose  and  lips.  It  only 
required  a  change  of  hue,  to  exhibit  a  face,  (with  small, 
regular,  symmetrical  featuivs  adapted  to  a  well-formed^ 
graceful,  muscular  person,)  tliab  many  a  wearer  of  a  coronet 
would  rejoice  to  see  in  the  heir  to  his  title  and  estates.  New 
suits  of  broad  cloth  distinguishing  the  strouger  sex,  and  a 
dazzling;  array  of  muslins  and  bareges,  with  silk  stockings 
and  coloured  shoes,  feathers  and  artificial  flowers,  gold 
jewellery  and  white  kid  gloves,  with  smiling  black  and  tawny 
faces,  and  teeth  glittering  like  pearls,  amongst  the  softer  sex, 
surrounded  the  young  couple  behiud  and  on  either  baud, 
constituting  altogether  a  somewhat  imposing  spectacle. 

As  soon  as  the  bride  was  correctly  placed  at  the  left  hand 
of  her  future  lord,  and  the  three  or  four  bridesmaids  had  been 
arranged  in  position  to  render  "the  service  required  of  then* 
during  the  ceremony,  we  proceeded  with  the  business  in 
hand.  First  of  all,  one  of  the  bridesmaids  adjusted  the 
flowing  veil  of  the  bride,  eo  that  with  open  face  she  might 
utter  the  vows  of  fidelity,  love,  and  obedience  ;  while  another 
proceeded   at  jny  request   to   draw  off  tba  4e\is».te  ^tite 
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gloves,  that  with  one  band  she  might  respoad  to  her  laver'c 
manly  grasp  when  tnking  her  over  to  himself,  and  on  the 
other  receive  the  golden  pledge  of  a  husband's  fidelity  and 
love.  A  short  time  sufficed  for  the  solemn  ceremonial  that 
united  them  in  unaeverabie  bonds,  making  of  the  ttvm  one 
flesh,  and  bringing  themintorelations  that  should  matenall; 
influence  the  destinies  of  two  immortal  spirits  through  the 
ages  of  eternity.  No  frivolity  or  giggliug  marked  the  pro- 
ceedings. A  more  becoming  propriety  could  not  have  been 
maintained  had  it  been  the  princely  marriage  of  tffo  ecionB 
of  royalty  in  the  cloistered  abbey  of  Westminster  or  the 
stately  cbapel  of  St.  James's  palace.  Devout  responEes  were 
given  to  the  prayers  which  went  up  to  God  on  behalf  of  tte 
youthful  pair  ;  the  nuptial  benediction  was  pronounced  ;  and 
they  stood  before  the  now  smiling  crowd  of  relatives  and 
friends  declared  in  the  name  of  the  ever  blessed  Trinity  to  be 
man  and  wife.  Before  dismissing  the  assembly  I  thought  it 
right  to  addresB  a  few  remarks  to  the  newly  married  piur, 
concerning  the  new  course  of  life  which  lay  before  them,  and 
the  best  way  of  avoiding  the  shoak  and  rocks  upon  which  the 
hnppiness  of  multitudes  who  enter  the  marriage  state  is  so 
often  wrecked.  The  bride's  attention  I  directed  to  the 
Divine  admonltioQ,  so  comprehensive,  yet  so  natural  and 
appropriate ;  "  Let  the  wife  see  that  she  reverence  her 
husband;"  advising  her  to  cultivate  those  habits  of  meekness 
and  amiability  and  submissive  love,  which  are  so  essential  on 
the  wife's  part  to  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  wedded  life. 
Then  turning  to  the  young  man,  who  had  listened  with 
earnest  gTivity  and  smiling  approval  to  the  counsels  givoi 
to  his  young  wife,  I  reminded  him  of  the  apostle'a  injunction, 
that  "  the  hatband  should  love  bis  wife  even  as  him- 
self," always  treating  her  tvith  the  kind  and  loving  eons* 
deration  and  tenderness  to  which  woman  is  entitled  at  the 
hands  of  man ;  and  more  especially  at  the  bands  of  him  to 
whom  she  has  committed  herself  with  all  her  heart'e  best 
love,  and  on  whom  her  hopes  of  happiness  for  both 
worlds  so  materially  de^ead.  I  was  emphatic  in  deprecating 
as  eowardW,  ani  MLU.YJ0tyK5,».ui  \.'twj;\iat'ii5,'fl^iR. laaai.  -wtn. 
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'witK  bis  consciousness  of  superior  strength,  cctn  treat  a 
"troBtiDg  wife,  a  loving  woman,  with  the  harshness  und  cruelty 
which  we  eee  many  wives  are  made  to  suffer  by  those  who  are 
boaod,  in  all  honour  and  0delity,  to  shield  them  as  far  as 
possible  from  every  untindly  blast  and  every  saddening  in- 
flaence,  from  whatever  quarter  it  may  come.  The  young 
man  looked  into  my  eyes  with  the  greatest  earuestnesa  as  I 
spoke  to  him,  now  and  then  turning  a  loving,  smiling  glance 
upon  his  bride.  That  he  fully  understood  every  word  I 
addressed  to  him,  I  could  perceive  ;  but  I  conid  scarcely  un- 
derstand the  espreaaion  that  stole  over  his  face  as  I  continued, 
as  if  he  felt  some  degree  of  difficulty  or  doubt  concerning  the 
matter  I  was  urging  upon  his  attention.  Perplexity  seemed 
to  be  the  feeling  that  was  working  in  his  mind,  and  throwing 
something  like  a  shadow  upon  bis  countenance.  I  went  on 
until  I  finished  what  I  had  to  say  concerning  the  loving 
regard  he  should  cherish  towards  his  wife.  Then  my  gravity 
was  overpowered  and  put  to  flight  when  the  young  bride- 
groom, after  bestow  in  g  a  somewhat  troubled  glance  upon  the 
white-robed  figure  beside  him,  lifted  his  face  to  me,  and  said, 
with  an  air  of  perplexed,  auiuaing,  inimitable  simpSicity, 
"But,miniBter,  if  she  don't  behave  well,  muan't  1  whip  she?" 
I  was  so  taken  by  surprise  with  this  strange  inquiry,  that 
it  was  some  time  before  I  could  feel  grave  enough  to  give  a 
Buitable  reply.  Then,  of  course,  I  told  him  that  in  the  case 
of  little  children  whipping  might  eometimea  he  requisite  and 
salutary,  but  that  in  the  case  of  a  wife  it  was  quite  out  of 
the  question ;  and  none  but  a  coward,  or  a  man  of  brutal 
babits,  would  lift  his  hand  to  etrike  a  feeble  woman ;  in 
which  he  and  others  around  seemed  smilingly  to  acquiesce. 
We  then  proceeded  to  make  the  necessary  record  of  the 
marriage,  in  the  original  and  duplicate  registers,  to 
which  the  young  couple,  with  their  chosen  witnesses,  ap- 
pended their  proper  signatures,  both  being  able  to  write.  The 
bridegroom  took  his  smiling  bride  upon  his  arm,  and  at  the 
head  of  the  gay  and  glittering  party  walked  in  procession  to 
the  carriages.  These  drove  off  as  they  were  successively  filled, 
a  very  livelj'  and  imposing  cortege,  conveying 
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guests  to  the  ample  feast  whicb,  through  the  savings  of 
several  years,  had  been  provided  by  the  young  couple  and 
their  firiends,  to  honour  the  nuptial  day. 

The  remembrance  of  that  marriage  has  ofbei^  brought  a 
smile  to  my  lips,  as  I  have  thought  of  the  bridegroom's 
unlocked  for  inquiry,  and  the  simple  and  earnest  way  in 
which  it  was  propounded.  Several  years  after,  on  re- visiting 
the  neighbourhood,  the  young  husband,  an  industrious 
carpenter,  came  among  the  earliest  to  greet  me.  After  the 
usual  salutation,  I  said,  "  Well,  Joseph,  how  is  your  wife  P  " 
and  added,  with  a  smile  he  perfectly  understood,  *'  I  hope 
she  has  made  you  a  good  wife,  and  behaves  well,  and  that 
you  nave  never  thought  of  whipping  she."  Showing  a 
handsome  set  of  the  whitest  teeth,  he  laughingly  replied, 
*'  Him  quite  well  minister,  and  him  very  good  wife.  Him 
no  want  the  whip  at  all,  minister ;  and  after  what  minister 
say,  I  never  intend  to  whip  she." 


XSSI. 

■  THE  BROKEN  PROMISE. 

Tet  Btill  wLeie  whispers  the  Bmoll  voice  within, 
Heard  throngh  gain's  siiEnc?.  ani  o'er  glotj's  din ; 
■Whateyer  creed  be  taught,  or  land  be  trod, 
Uan'e  conBdeoce  it  the  oracle  of  Cod. 

jfow  and  pay  unto  the  Lord."  It  is  better  not  to  vow 
than  to  leave  tlie  promise-  unfiilfilled.  In  the  Weet 
IndicB,  as  in  churches  and  congregations  nearer 
home,  many,  especially  among  the  young,  become  the  eiibjecta 
of  religious  impressions,  in  whom  they  never  ripen  into  vital 
godliness, — the  sound,  experimental,  practical  piety,  which 
characterises  the  true  Christian.  "Various  influences  combine 
to  check  the  operations  of  Divine  grace ;  and  in  them  the 
good  seed  of  the  kingdom  brings  forth  no  fruit  to  perfection. 
The  outward  profession  is  maint^ned,  bat  when  the  day  of 
trial  comes  and  the  test  is  applied  to  them,  they  are  found 
wantiog. 

Letitia  B.  was  a  peraon  of  this  class.  In  conneiioa  with 
one  of  the  missionary  churches  in  the  island  ol  Earbadoea 
there  had  been  a  gracious  awakening  and  revival  of  religion. 
A  goodly  number  of  persona  had  been  brought  to  Christ, 
and  made  wise  unto  salvation,  through  faith  in  His  blood. 
Others  had  been  powerfully  wrought  upon;  but  reetiug 
short  of  conversion,  in  good  desires  and  attention  to  outward 
Ibrms  and  means  of  grace,  continued  atrangerE  to  the  blessed- 
nesB  of  those  whose  iniquity  is  forgiven,  and  whose  aiu 
is  covered,  and  to  the  soul-renewing  love  of  Christ  shed 
abroad  in  the  heart.  Of  the  latter  number  was  Letitia  B., 
a  young  black  woman,  the  daughter  of  pious  parents,  who 
reraded  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  haA  laeea  fot  witob  -^eua 
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upright,  conaistent  members  of  the  mission  church.  Letiti» 
had  leanted  to  read,  and  waE>  a  young  woman  of  aome  intel- 
ligence ;  but  being  of  graceful  form,  and  good  featujeB,— 
comely,  though  black, — of  which  she  was  by  no  raeMis 
unconscious,  she  gave  herself  up  to  a  love  of  finery  and 
excessive  adorning  which,  in  too  many  instances,  has  proitd 
a  Hnare  and  a  hindrance  to  young  persons  in  her  position  in 
life. 

Whether  it  was  this  besetment  that  prevented  Letitai 
from  surrendering  herself  fully  to  Christ  and  heartily  em- 
bracing the  great  salvation  in  the  day  of  gracious  visitation, 
when  the  word  reached  her  conscience,  and,  like  Felii,  abe 
trembled  before  God,  and  felt  the  burden  of  her  ains,  and  i 
desire  to  flee  Irom  the  wrath  to  come,  I  am  not  able  to  say. 
But  one  thing  is  certain,  that  while  becoming  a  profcasOT  of 
Teligion,  and  a  regular  attendant  upon  its  ordinances,  she 
settled  down  into  the  condition  of  one  who  deeires,  withoat 

I   experiencing,  the  blessedness  of  pure  and  undeiUed  reUgion; 

'  and  when  the  time  came  for  the  exercise  of  self-denial  intiiB 
cause  of  Christ,  she  failed  to  exhibit  that  adherence  to 
principle  and  duty  which  the  occasion  required. 

The  erection  of  a  school-house,  and  other  improvement!, 
in  connexion  with  the  Christian  sanctuary  where  Letitii 
was  accustomed  to  worship,  called  for  the  exercise  of  liberalitj 
ou  the  part  of  the  congregation  ;  and  many  of  them,  though 
in  straitened  and  diliicult  circumstances,  cheerfully  responded 
to  the  call  made  upon  them,  and  placed  their  humble  oUeringB 
upon  the  altar  which  sanctifies  every  gift.  Influenced  by 
the  example  of  those  around  her,  Letitia  came  fo^w^^d  with 
apparent  cheerfulness,  and  requested  that  her  name  might 
be  entered  in  the  list  of  contributors  for  a  dollar,  which  she 
was  not  prepared  then  to  pay,  but  would  pay  in  a  short 
time.  Letitia  was  industrious,  occupying  herself  sometimes 
as  a  domestic  servant,  and  at  others  in  tliose  light  labotm 
in  the  field  in  which  women  and  girls  were  accustomed  to 
be  employed.  She  had  her  own  cottage,  for  which  she 
paid  only  a  small  sum  for  ground  rent,  and  was  in  better 
citeutaBt&ncea  to  iftftama.  "iW  ■^xwiiisR.  iSosa  VsA.  ■^^Vuitarils 
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made  than  many  of  those  who  boJ,  in  a  eelF-denying  spirit, 
paid  up  all  they  had  engaged  to  contribute  towards  the 
building  of  the  school-house,  in  which  the  juveniles  of  the 
Burrounding  neighbourhood  might  be  trained  both  in  secular 
and  religious  knowledge.  Bub  somehow  Letitia,  in  her  own 
view  of  the  case,  never  found  hereelf  able  to  pay  the  promised 
dollar.  Many  a  smart  new  dress  was  exhibited  upon  Letitia's 
well-formed  person,  and  many  a  gay  new  ribbon  streamed  in 
the  breeze.  The  new  silk  mantle-,  and  the  bonnet  of  newest 
fashion,  with  its  handsome  wreath  of  artificial  flowers  on 
Sundays,  and  the  brilliant  handkerchief  of  many  colours  on 
week  days,  dbplayed  the  taste  of  the  dress-loving  Letitia,  as 
she  repaired  to  and  occupied  her  place  in  the  house  of  God  ; 
but  still  the  promised  dollar  remained  unpaid.  The  school- 
house  diid  the  other  additions  to  the  station  were  completed  ; 
and  nearly  a  hundred  children  during  the  week,  and  a  much 
larger  number  on  the  Sabbath,  assembled  to  receive  those 
elements  of  learning  which  were  intended  to  fit  them  for 
acting  their  part  in  this  lite  worthily,  and  prepare  them  for 
the  undying  joys  of  a  hlisaful  hereafter ;  and  Letitia  was 
often  reminded  by  the  officials  of  the  church  of  the  debt  she 
owed  to  the  treasurer  :  still  the  promised  dollar  was  not  paid. 
Several  years  had  passed,  and  I  was  expecting  in  a  few 
weeks  to  remove  to  another  and  distant  scene  of  labour, 
when  one  evening,  after  my  weekly  visit  to  the  school,  I  was 
Bitting  on  the  chapel  steps,  occupying  with  a  hook  the 
interval  between  the  dismissal  of  the  school  and  the  time 
appointed  for  the  usual  week-day  service.  My  attention 
waa  suddenly  arrested  by  the  voice  of  distress  eloge  at  hand; 
and  turning  to  look  whence  it  came,  I  beheld  Letitia  weeping 
and  sobbing  aa  if  she  had  experienced  some  great  sorrow. 
"What  is  the  matter,  Letitia?"  I  inquired.  "  0  minister," 
Bhe  replied,  "  me  bin  rob,"  meaning  that  she  had  been  plun- 
dered. Then  she  went  on  to  inform  me,  as  tears  rolled  down 
her  cheeks,  and  sobs  frequently  checked  her  utterance,  that 
ahe  had  gone  to  Bridgetown  on  the  preceding  day,  and 
when  she  returned  she  found  that  some  one  had  entered  her 
house  in  her  absence,  and  broken  o'peTi  het  bo's.,  "nVwJa.  ?!&» 
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left  safely  locked  under  her  bed,  and  had  carried  off  some  ot 
iier  clothes,  and  all  her  money.  "  I  am  sorry  for  yourlos?, 
Lititla,"  I  said.  "  I  daresay  the  lose  of  your  cloUiea  will 
be  a  great  trouble ;  but  as  you  have  never,  in  all  tbeee  y<^)t<, 
been  rich  enough  to  pay  the  dollar  you  promised  tuwardi 
building'  the  echool,  your  los3  in  money  cannot  be  ven 
great."  "  O  miiiister,"  she  said,  "  I  wish  I  had  given  joii 
that  dollar,  and  then,  perhaps,  this  trouble  would  Jiot  have 
come  upon  me;  me  very  wrong,  minister,  not  to  pay  tli'; 
dollar." 

"  I  think  with  you,  Letitia,  that  you  hare  been  very 
wrong  not  to  fulfil  your  promise ;  and  to  spend  bo  mucb 
money  as  you  must  have  done  upon  expeDslve  articles  of 
dregs,  scarcely  becon^ing  one  in  your  condition  of  life.  I 
have  often  looked  upon  your  gay,  flaunting  attire  with  pain 
and  sorrow.  If  you  have  lost  only  some  of  your  njelws 
6nery  I  do  not  think  there  is  mueh  cause  fur  you  to  breik 
your  heart  about  it." 

"0,  hut  miniaterl  dem.  take  away  all  my  money." 
"  WeU,  what  amount  had  you  in  your  box  ?  "  I  inqairrf, 
eipecting  to  hear  her  name  some  trifling  sum.  "Dem 
rob  me  of  eighty-three  dollars,  minister," — a  sum  equal,  in 
sterling  money,  to  seventeen  pounds  fifteen  ahillLngH  anil 
tenpence.  Surprised  to  heai  that  she  was  in  possession  of 
such  a  sum  after  lavishing  ao'  much  as  I  knew  she  must  have 
done  on  the  decoration  of  her  person,  I  asked  her  how  she 
had  managed  to  save  so  much.  Then  she  informed  me  that 
she  had  reared  a  cow,  and  sold  it  for  forty  dollars,  as  it  vrss 
a  good  one  for  yielding  milk  ;  and  she  bad  Gold  two  calves 
and  several  pigs  that  she  had  reared. 

In  thi.°  way  sbe  had,  in  the  course  of  several  years, 
amassedlbe  sum  specified,  beside  the  amount  spent  in  articles 
of  dress,  and  three  dollars  which  she  had  withdrawn  from  her 
store,  before  taking  her  departure  to  the  city,  for  the  purpose 
of  adding  something  to  her  cherished  store  of  finery.  Poor 
Lu-titia  wept  very  bitterly  a^  I  pointed  out  to  her  the  dii- 
simulation  and  wrong  of  wtieh  she  had  been  guilty  ;  keep- 
ing back  iiomttie  iu\¥i\Bi«Ai  cS.  'Oq^  ■^tciaisRL*i&\iM^  ^«», 
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while  for  years  she  had  a  considerahle  sum  of  money  hoarded 
in  her  hox,  from  which  she  might  have  taken  the  dollar  and 
scarcely  have  missed  it.  I  agreed  with  her  that,  if  she  had 
done  what  was  right  and  just  when  she  had  it  in  her  power 
to  do  so,  the  Lord,  who  ordereth  all  things  in  heaven  and 
earth,  and  without  whose  permission  not  a  sparrow  falleth  to 
the  ground,  might  not  have  allowed  this  great  loss  to  come 
upon  her 

I  further  pointed  out  to  her  that  she  had  lost  all  her 
money,  and  still  she  owed  the  dollar  which  she  had  promised 
to  the  church.  The  weeping  girl  declared  that  she  would 
pay  it  as  soon  as  she  possihly  could.  She  had  not  done  so 
when  I  transferred  my  charge  in  that  island  to  a  successor ; 
for  I  do  not  think  she  was  in  circumstances  to  do  so. 
Whether  she  has  since  paid  it  I  am  not  ahle  to  say ;  hub  I 
believe  Letitia  went  away  that  evening  more  alive  than  she 
had  ever  been  to  the  evil  of  covetousness,  and  more  deeply 
impressed  with  the  force  of  those  words  of  inspired  wisdom 
of  which  I  reminded  her : ''  There  is  that  scattereth,  and  yet 
increaseth;  and  there  is  that  witbholdeth  more  than  is 
meet,  and  it  tendeth  to  poverty." 


XXXII. 
THE  MUEDERED  CHILD. 
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[^pHROuoa  the  low,  flat  colony  of  British  Guiana,  on  the 
jX"!  northern  coast  of  South  America,  severo)  broad, 
^^  majestic  rivers  flow  into  the  ocean,  tinging  its  waters, 
to  3  distaDce  of  nearly  a  hundred  miles,  with  the  vast  quan- 
titiea  of  light,  earthy  matter  they  bear  down  on  their  bosoms 
from  the  far  interior  of  the  wide-stretching  contintat. 
The  Ezisequibo,  which  separatee  the  county  to  which  it 
givea  its  name  from  the  neig-hbouring  county  of  Demeisis. 
twenty  miles  wide  upon  the  coast,  where  tra- 
rellers  from  the  one  county  to  the  other  have  to  cross  it. 
It  has  general  isiunda  of  considerable  extent  at  itsmoutb; 
one  of  tliem,  senrctly  under  cultivation  at  all,  containing  ti 
large  an  trea  as  the  productive  island  of  Barbadoea,  wbioh 
exports,  some  years,  from  sixty  to  seventy  thousand  bogs- 
heads  of  gugar.  Three  of  these  mighty  streams  How  tbrougb 
the  colony, — the  Efsequibo,  the  Demerara,  and  the  Berbioe, 
— each  giving  its  name  to  a.  division  of  the  "  magnificent 
province,"  as  it  has  not  unaptly  been  designated, 

Between  theso  rivers  are  other  streams,  which  are  called 

eretks,  some  of  them  as  wide  as  the  Thames   at  London. 

Itnlilie  the  thick  and  muddy  water  of  the  rivers,  that  in  the 

creeks  is  transparent,  though  dark  as  strong,  clear  coCee, 

and  soft  and  pleasant  to  the  tasfce.     The  creeks  receive  the 

j^^drainings  of  the  vast  savannahs  and  wide-spreading  forests  ot 

^Hthe  continent,  b.^t  \.\\e  Vea.i^  t^^io,  tWt  fall  in  those  equa- 

^^HcNrial  regions,  an4\.\vei'«okKT,Ni»is%t'«'i™A-'*«^  ''^m -c^»jtA '«^ 
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herbage  with  which  it  is  brought  in  contact,  receives  the 
dark  tinge  that  makes  it  appear,  when  gathered  in  a  body, 
almost  black.  The  scenery  on  tke  creeks  is  grand  and  pic- 
turesque in  the  extreme.  The  dark,  clear,  placid  waters  form 
a,  pprfect  mirror,  reflecting  every  object  on  the  banks  and 
overhead  so  vividly  and  clearly  that  it  is  difficult  to  distin- 
guish, at  a  short  distance,  where  the  shadow  and  the  sub- 
stance meet.  The  massive  forest  trees  on  either  side,  the 
growth  of  many  centuries,  frequently  intermingle  their  vast 
umbriigeous  branches  eighty  or  a  hundred  feet  above  the 
Hurface  of  the  creek,  forming  a  beautiful  archway  for  miles, 
and  affording  to  the  traveller  a  perfect  screen  from  the 
Bcorching  rays  of  the  vertical  Bun  ;  and,  as  he  casts  his  eyes 
over  the  edge  of  the  canoe  inta  the  dark,  transparent  stream, 
he  SL'tms  to  be  looking  down,  through  a  forest  of  leaves  and 
branches,  into  unfathomable  depths, 


The  perfection  of  sylvan  beauty  and  grandeur  is  to  be 
met  with  in  rowing  or  paddling  on  the  creeks  in  the  interior 
of  Gniana.  The  water  is  smooth  a9  glass,  unmarked  by  a 
lipple,  except  where  a  monster  alligator,  disturbed  in  his 
slumbers,  rolls  lazily  from  the  bank  with  a  heavy  plunge 
into  his  favourite  element ;  or  an  immense  camoodie  snake 
(the  South  American  boa  constrictor)  ia  seen  pursuing  his 
sinnoua  course,  near  the  surface,  from  one  bank  to  the  other. 
In  those  secluded  retreats  these  creatures  abound  in  the 
waters;  and,  being  seldom  molested,  grow  to  formidable 
proportions.  Numerous  birds  of  splendid  plumage  may  be 
eeea  flitting  from  tree  to  tree ;  while  multitudes  of  but- 
terflies and  moths,  of  unusual  size  and  bright  with  all 
the  hues  of  the  rainbow,  pursue  their  erratic  course. 
Bight  overhead,  not  unfrecjuently,  troops  of  baboons  and 
monkeys  are  to  be  seen,  gambolling  amid  the  lolty  branches, 
secure  from  the  ravenous  creatures  of  various  kinda  that 
roam  the  forest  underneath  them  in  search  of  pray.  Flocks 
,  glittering  in  varied  daziVmg  iti\o\i.ti,Ti\fe.'^JaK\s. 
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iboarae  screamings,  and  immense  multitudes  of  punatB, 
generally  swe<^ping  through  the  air  ia  pairs,  Bbrieking  their 
peculiar  monotone,  disturb  the  deep  silence  of  tbe  forat 
gkiles. 

Occssionaily  the  traveller  meets  a  fleet  of  Indian  corialei, 
(or  canoes,)  filled  with  the  swarthy  long-hiured  aborigiaei 
of  the  Iiuid;  the  chief  men,  it  may  be,  dignified  with  tiie 
aplendourg  of  a  cottoa  shirt ;  but  all  the  rest,  men,  women, 
and  children,  utterly  nude,  or  with  only  an  apron  of  a  few 
inches  square  to  eerve  as  an  apology  for  dress.  These  wild 
children  of  the  foreat  are  paddling  down  to  the  cultivated 
portions  of  the  colony  on  the  coast,  to  dispone  of  the  grsss 
and  cotton  hamacks,  baskets,  and  fans  which  they  have 
learned  to  mnnufacture ;  or  to  barter  the  casareep,  obtaned 
from  tbe  poiaQnoiis  cafsava,  for  tbe  gunpowder  and  lead  they 
have  learned  to  use  in  the  cha^e.  The  abmpt  appearance 
of  these  savage  denizens  of  tbe  far-stretching  South  Ameri' 
can  wilds  awakens  painful  emotions  in  the  breast  of  the 
Christian  traveller,  who  reTnemhers  the  sad  fate  ol  the 
Indians  found  in  the  West  Indies,  by  Columbus.  Nameraoa 
tribes  and  nationa  of  the  aI:origines  are  scattered  over  tluB 
vast  continent,  retaining  unbroken  their  barbarous  habits, 
and  scarcely  reached  at  all  by  the  civilizing  and  elevating 
influences  of  Christianity. 

On  the  smaller  creeks,  such  as  the  Madowinie  and  the 
Camoonie,  which  flow  into  tbe  Demerara  river,  the  canoe 
of  tbe  traveller  pushes  its  way  through  va»t  beds  of  tbe 
magnificent  Victoria  Kegia,  whose  broad,  bright  green 
leaves  lie  placidly  floating  upon  the  surftice  of  the 
stream,  together  with  the  splendid  white  Rower  that 
blooms  upon  it,  whose  slejider  stalk,  always  proportioned 
to  the  depth  of  the  water,  is  just  of  suflicient  length  to 
permit  its  pure  graceful  beauty  to  repose  on  the  bosom 
of  the  dark  wafer  which  is  its  natural  resting  place. 

On  the  banks  of  one  of  the  largest  of  these  darkly  flowing 
creeks,  at  no  great  distance  from  the  sea,  there  is  a  large 

'  t!e  farm,  ■ci'MaeA  Bt^wycaWiA*,  Qcnn'^veii  by  a    coloured 

itleman  ani  Via  ?a.TOi\-g ,  ■w'\iftxe  ■fiati  \m.-Qv*»!tfc  t&  tSssii*^ 
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no  matter  of  what  demomination,  always  find  a,  cheerful 
■welcome,  and  receive  abundant  hoi-pitality.  The  farm 
itself  is  of  larg-e  extent,  devoted  to  the  rearing  of  horned 
stock,  of  which  there  are  fourteen  or  fifteen  hunilrird 
belonging-  to  it.  These  trraze,  in  common  with  the  etock  of 
many  other  farms,  on  the  immenGe  Eavannahe  which,  like 
the  prairies  of  the  northern  continent  before  the  white  ni£in 
invaded  their  solitude,  lie  emboaomed  in  the  dense  foreEts 
stretching  across  front  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  coast. 
The  prowling  tiger  of  South  America  not  unfrequently 
makes  a  descent  upon  these  herds,  when  driven  by  hunger 
to  approach  the  coast,  and  commits  great  depredations,  until 
the  inhabitants  rise  and  hunt  him  to  his  death.  The 
formidable  alligator  and  the  boa  constrictor  lurking  in  the 
trenches  and  canals  by  which  the  farms  ate  intersected  in 
all  directions,  to  serve  the  twofold  purpose  of  road  and 
drainage,  make  sad  havoc  among  the  smaller  BtocW,  the 
pigs  and  goats   aud  poultry  with  which  these  farms  abound. 

The  farm  house  at  Broomlaads  is  pleasantly  situated, 
and  surrounded  by  meadows.  These  are  divided,  not  by 
walls  or  fences,  hut  by  deep  trenches  filled  with  water,  and 
with  banks  considerably  raised,  commonly  called  dams,  to 
prevent  the  trenches  overflowing  and  covering  the  meadows 
in  the  wet  seasonH.  Sporting  upon  low-lying  fields  are 
often  to  he  seen  the  stork,  and  the  crane,  and  the  flamingo, 
with  numerous  flocks  of  other  wild  fowl,  that  delight  in 
marshy  or  watery  places,  many  of  them  exhibiting  a 
magnificent  plumage. 

Sometimes  as  the  family  sit  inihe  cool  broad  piazza  of  the 
farm-house  enjoying  the  balmy  evening  breeze,  the  loud 
screaming  of  an  unfortunate  [lig,  at  a  little  distance, 
announces  that  while  wandering  on  the  dam,  a  monster  boa- 
oonstrictor,  stealing  softly  and  silently  Irom  the  water,  hi 
pounced  upon  the  luckless  swine,  and  his  hones 
crushed  within  the  powerful  folds  of  the  serpent,  which,  with 
almost  therapidity  of  lightning  has  enwrapped  him  in  hisfatal 
coils.  At  another  time,  the  loud  angry  sjilashing  of  the  water 
Dot  fur  off  telle  of  a  fierce  con^ci\w;Weea  «.ti  »Sa%'(toit  w.Av 
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camoo<lte  snake,    which   have  met  while  prowling  ia 

trenches  of  the  farm  in  searcli  of  prey. 

On  the  writur's  first  visit  to  the  farm  m  1S61,  he  rec^ied 
the  present  of  a  snake's  ekiii,  about  twenty  feet  in  length, 
which  he  found  nailed  up  to  dry  on  one  of  the  out-buildingi, 
A  ftw  days  before,  this  creature  had  seized  a,  hog  in  it; 
deadly  embrace  on  one  of  the  dams  near  the  house.  The 
proprietor,  hearing  the  scream  of  the  dying  animal,  and 
umJerstandiDg  the  cause,  toak  his  ride,  and  hastening  in  the 
directionwhencethe  sound  proceeded,  found  the  serpent  in  the 
act  of  quietly  crushing  his  victim  to  death.  With  its  prey 
in  its  coil  the  serpent  is  comparatively  harmless  and  defence- 
leas.  So  that,  stepping  upnearto  the  head  of  the  monster,  he 
sent  a  rifle  ball  througri  its  head,  too  late,  however,  to  save  the 
unfortunate  pig,  which  had  been  crushed  out  of  all  shape  by 

I  its  terrible  destroyer.  Ac  a  subsequent  visit  while  sitting, 
oa  a  pleasant  alternoon,  in  the  piazza,  the  water  in  one  of 
the  broader  trenches  at  a  little  distance  suddenly  became 
greatly  agitated.  On  proceeding  to  the  spcit,  it  was  found 
that  a  deadly  struggle  was  going  on  between  an  alligator  and 
a  boa  constrictor,  both  of  large  size.  The  cpnflict  was  fierce, 
but  not  protracted.  It  terminated  shortly  after  we  reached 
the  place.  The  muddy  condition  of  the  water  rendered  it 
difficult  to  ascertain  which  was  the  victor ;  but  probably  it 
was  the  serpent,  as  they  finally  sunk  out  of  sight,  the 
alligator  firmly  held,  and  seemingly  almost  helpless,  in  the 
folds  of  its  powerful  enemy. 

The  farm,  under  the  skilful  management  of  Mr.  J.,  its 
proprietor,  abounds  with  all  that  can  contribute  to  the  com- 
fort of  a  family,  and  is  a  source  of  considerable  wealth. 
"When  it  came  into  the  hands  of  its  present  owner,  it  had, 
through  neglect  and  want  of  energetic  management,  become 
almost  a  wilderness,  and  the  large  herds  of  cattle  that  had 
formerly  grazed  in  its  meadows  were  fast  dwindling  away. 
After  the  death  of  its  former  proprietor,  a  Dutchman,  the 
farm  passed  into  the  hands  of  his  widow,  who  did  the  best 
she  covSi  with'rt  ani  VW  ^a^riA^  (A  a^n'ili.  fet^erleaa  children 
that  were  Mt  to  Wt  CMB.    ^Mtyivo'ifcM.Ya-n.-™"asi-as.-fiwii6ia&. 
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t  her  widonhood  afforded  her  little  effectual  aid  or  coun- 
sel, and  the  estate,  a  valuable  one  in  itdelf,  was  fast  sinkiiig 
to  ruin.  The  trenches,  left  to  themselves,  and  never  cleaued 
out  to  allow  of  iree  dr^nage  of  the  land,  were  becoming 
choked  up  ;  and  the  Gue  raeadone,  soon  covered  with  bush 
where  vegetation  is  so  rank,  were  rapidly  changing  into  a 
vast  morass.  The  huildings  of  the  farm,  all  of  wood,  were- 
becomiug  dilapidated  through  neglect  of  needful  repairs,  or 
falling  into  ruin  through  the  destructive  ravages  of  the 
wood  ant.  A  short  time  would  have  seen  the  widow  mid 
family  without  a.  home ;  and,  though  surrounded  with 
hundreds  of  acres  of  the  most  fertile  land  iu  the  world,  sunk 
in  poverty  and  distress.  At  thia  juncture  she  wisely  deter- 
mined to  commit  herself  and  children  to  the  care  of  the 
husband  a  gracious  Providence  threw  in  her  way;  and, 
under  the  judicious  management  of  Mr.  J,,  the  wilderness 
btcame  an  earthly  paradise ;  the  abode  of  peace  and  piety, 
and  comfort  and  plenty. 

A  new,  substantial,  well  built  house  of  three  stories,  com- 
modious and  furnished  with  alt  the  appliances  of  elegant 
comfort,  rose  upon  the  site  of  the  old  decayed  farm-dwelling ; 
where  daily  the  swret  sounds  of  the  morning  and  evening 
song  of  praise,  with  a  melodious  accompaniment,  told  of  the 
Ood  fearing  family  and  the  domestic  altar ;  and  the  lively 
tonen  of  the  weil-tuntd  piano  spake  of  religious  cheerfulness 
dispelling  the  gloom  of  loneliness,  and  testifying  that 
wisdom's  ways  are  everywhere  ways  of  pleasantness.  With 
the  trrnches  cleared,  and  the  mea.dows  drained,  and  fields  and 
plantain  walks  brought  into  good  cultivation,  the  farm,  under 
the  skilful  care  and  far-iieeing  management  of 
master,  sooq  became  one  of  the  most  productive  and  valuable 
on  the  coast.  Those  who  wish  to  enjoy  all  kinds  of  tropical 
fruit,  and  vegetables  of  the  finest  quality,  and  in  the  highest 
state  of  perfection,  may  find  them  at  Broomlands.  There, 
too,  under  the  watchful  eare  of  the  matron  of  the  I'arm 
notwithstanding  the  considerable  levy  made  upon  her  young 
broods  by  enakes  and  alligators,  some  of  the  tinest  common 
poultry,  ducks,  and  geese,  and  tutkeys,  wi4  ^i.'oa'j.tWij^Mi 
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reared  that  are  produced  in  the  colony.  Turtle,  and  freeli  nnd 
salt-water  flsb,  veniBOn,  and  varieides  of  wild  fowl,  ate  easily 
procurable;  and  honey  and  sugar  and  milk  abound.  Fine 
eofiee  growB  upon  the  larm,  and  thousands  of  cocoa-nut 
trees,  valuable  aa  beautiful,  planted  with  judicious  far»- 
aight  by  the  present  owoer,  are  growing  up  abouc  the  farm, 
to  lend  to  it  additional  grace  and  beauty,  and  yield  in  a  ftw 
years  an  ample  revenue,  each  tree,  putting  forth  its  fmit 
about  every  montli,  being  calculated  to  yield  at  least  fiie 
doliars(£1.0.v.  KM.  sterling)  peraiiiium  toils  owner.  Buncliw 
of  luscious  grapes,  enclosed  in  mualio  baga  to  protect  tbem 
from  the  marabunta  wasp  and  the  numeroua  Hocks  of  birdi 
that  love  to  feaat  upon  them,  hang  from  u  capacious  gr»pe- 
arboor  in  the  well-enclosed  garden.  And  here  are  to  be  fouud, 
throughout  the  whole  year  of  perpetual  summer,  in  full  bloom, 
many  varieties  of  rare  plants  aud  flowers  native  to  thia 
equatorial  region,  minijling  with  Europ'.an  exotic?,  that 
with  kindlinesa  equal  to  their  swednesa  and  beauty,  have 
adapted  themselves  to  the  genial  climate,  and  fiouriah 
luxuriantly. 

Many  times  have  I  visited  this  pleasant  place  and 
pleasant  family ;  fometimea  to  preach,  or  to  attend  the 
missionary  meeting,  in  the  village  chapel  on  the  coa^t, 
about  a  mile  diataut  from  the  farm,  where  the  Maliai- 
cony  creek  discharges  its  black  mass  of  waters  into  the 
Atlantic  Ocean.  In  the  neat  aaoctuary,  erected  and  kept  in 
repair  largely  through  the  liberality  of  the  Broomlands 
family,  Mr.  J,  himself,  in  the  absence  of  the  circuit  minis- 
ter, often  officiates,  in  the  capacity  of  local  preacher,  an 
office  for  which  he  is  qualified  by  the  posseasion  of  a 
well-cultured  mind  and  extensive  reading.  At  other 
timei  the  object  of  my  pleasant  visits  has  been,  to  avail 
myaelf  of  a  few  daya'  relaxation  from  the  exhau.sttve  toil 
of  a  station  near  the  equator,  and  enjoy  the  dtlighta  of  a 
pic-nic  excursion  in  the  Bruomlands  large  boat,  built 
expressly  for  such  purposes,  up  the  wide  creek,  ninety  or  a 
hundred  miles  into  tbe  iuterior.  Here,  in  the  pri»ieval 
Xorest,  in  hnta  teMfti  \Hi.4&t  "Ctva  <!v.^«  q\  *-%  ^ 
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Spreading  their  lowest  branches  sixty  or  eighty  feet  above 
us,  we  could  sling  our  hammocks  and  rest  with  little  fear 
that  prowling  tigerij  or  dangerous  eerpents  would  ventare 
within  the  circle  of  fires  kept  constantly  burning  during 
tho  darkness  all  around  our  encampment. 

Unbounded  kindness  and  hospitality  always  awaited  the 
minister  of  Christ  at  Broomlands,  heightened  by  the  gentle- 
manly  courtesy  of  the  master  of  the  house,  and  the  Chris- 
tian sweetness  and  excellent  housewifery  of  his  partner, 
whose  kind  heart  ever  finds  its  chief  joy  in  ministering  com- 
fort and  happiness  to  others.  Both  of  them,  by  a  swarthy 
complexion,  show  that  the  blood  of  Africa,  or  of  the  abori- 
ginal Indians,  flows  in  their  veins ;  and,  by  the  constant 
exhibition  of  those  amiable  and  noble  qualities  whicK 
impart  lustre  to  social  life,  prove  that  a  white  skin  is 
not  essential  to  the  highest  degrees  and  development  of 
moral  escellence, 

Mrs.  J.'b  first  family,  two  boys  and  two  girls,  have, 
through  the  improvement  of  the  estate  by  a  conscientious 
husband  and  stepfather,  been  faroured  with  superior  educa- 
tional advantages.  One  of  the  boys,  before  reaching  ripe 
manhood,  has  sunk  to  the  grave  ;  and  one  of  tho  girls  has 
been  married  to  a  medical  practitioner.  Two  younger  chil- 
dren, a  boy  and  a  girl,  the  fruit  of  the  second  marriage, 
enliven  this  cheerful  Christian  home,  which  exerts  an 
influence  for  good  upon  many  homes  of  the  surrounding 
neighbourhood. 

But  dark  is  the  cloud  of  sorrovr,  though  unseen,  which  is 
about  to  break  upon  this  peaceful,  prosperous  homestead, 
and  ertinguiah  some  of  the  best  and  brightest  hopes  of  the  ' 
family.  The  children  are  respectively  about  nine  and  seven 
years  of  age.  Upon  the  youngest,  a  bright,  intelligent  boy 
of  indomitable  activity  and  energy,  are  concentrated  the 
most  precious  hopes  of  both  parents.  They  delight  in  the 
thought  that,  with  the  aid  of  that  liberal  education  tbey 
are  preparing  to  bestow  upon  him,  he  will,  in  due  time, 
become  a  well-qualified  agent  for  the  I.ord'8  serrice  in 
pieaobiag  the  ever-blesaed  (loa'pc\ ;  a,  ■woiV  \ia  ■w\ivJR.  \^^a 
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young  mind,  already  moved  by  graeioua  impuIaeB,  seemB  to 
have  a  bent  from  the  earliest  daya  of  its  dawning  intelU- 
gence.  How  would  those  parent  hearts  bo  rifea  witli 
anguish  could  they  foresee  the  tragedy  that  is  to  desolate 
and  blast  that  pleasing  prospect ! 

There  is,  among  the  eervauts  of  the  household,  a  low- 
browed, ill-favoured  Negro  girl,  bearing  the  name  of  Molly 
James ;  whose  counteuatice  is  the  index  of  a  sullen,  maligniint 
diEpoeition.  The  vicious  character  of  the  girl  has  been  bet 
chief  reeommendation  to  the  liad  loving  heart  of  the  matron 
at  the  head  of  the  house,  wbo  has  taken  her  into  emjiloy- 
ment  from  a  neighbouring  cottage,  solely  with  the  view  of 
being  able  to  do  her  good,  by  bringing  the  evU-mindtrd  one 
under  the  softening,  ataclioratiog  influences  that  pervade  a 
Christian  household,  and  innparting  to  her  the  henefit  of 
religious  instruction  and  training.  Her  chief  occupstion 
in  the  family  of  her  benefactress  is  to  perform  such  little 
offices  for  the  children  ss  she  is  capable  of;  and  much  ot 
her  time  ia  spent  in  Bharing  their  sports.  Molly  is  not 
only  observed  to  be  of  an  unamiable,  ferocious  dispoaitioD, 
hut  she  is  an  incorrigible  pillerer ;  and  though  supplied 
with  food  without  stint,  takes  every  opportmaty  of  laying 
her  mistress's  more  private  stores  of  dainties  under 
contribution. 

The  little  Eddy,  the  pride  and  darling  of  the  house,  has 
more  than  onco  informed  his  mother  of  these  depredations 
on  the  part  of  Molly,  committed  when  he  was  present,  and 
thus  awakened  against  himself  on  her  part  a  strongly 
vindictive  feeling ;  and  when,  in  rough  play  Molly,  in  com- 
mon with  his  own  sister,  has  been  somewhat  more  rudely 
handled  by  the  romping,  lively  boy  than  she  approved,  she 
has  been  observed  casting  towards  him  looks  of  cutting, 
bitter  hatred,  and  heard  to  mutter  words  that  savoured  of 
revenge.  But  none  for  a  moment  dreamed  of  the  deadly 
purposes  secretly  cherished  in  her  breast. 

a  pleasant  day  in  Augnist,  1S64,  like  many  that  have 

Beaded  it,  and  in  a,  claudless  sky  tiie  sun  is  declining  to 

I   west;  to  6\ant\fig  targt  itt^T«ieSi.  "A  -ci^i^  *:&.  Ss^e& 


THE   MUKDEBED    CHILD.  511 

fierceness  making  exeroiBe  in  the  open  air  a  source  of  enjoy- 
ment. It  is  about  five  o'clock  when  the  girl  Molly  ia  seen 
passing  through  the  back  gate  leading  to  the  stock  pen. 
A  few  minutea  afterwards  Eddy,  in  wild  hilarity,  is  also 
Q  scampering  in  the  same  direction,  with  his  toy  whip 
flourishing  in  his  hand.  And  that  is  the  last  that  ia  aeen 
of  Lim  in  life,  escept  by  his  murderer ;  for  shortly  after- 
wards, probably  only  a  few  brief  minutes,  that  vigorous 
promising  young  life  is  estinguished  suddenly  by  a  violent 

When  the  shades  of  the  evening  are  closing  in,  Eddy  is 
called  for  at  the  tea  table ;  but  the  boy  is  nowhere  to  be 
found.  Hia  name  ia  loudly  shouted  in  all  directions  by  the 
domestics,  and  there  is  no  response ;  hut  MoUy  is  seen 
approaching  from  one  of  the  trenches  behind  the  house, 
with  her  clothes  all  wet,  as  if  she  had  been  in  the  trench, 
or  her  frock  had  been  newly  washed.  On  being  questioned 
about  the  child,  she  declares  that  she  does  not  know  where 
he  is ;  but  she  had  seen  him,  not  long  before,  passing  through 
the  front  gate.  Serious  alarm  is  now  excited  in  the  family  by 
the  unaccountable  disappearance  of  the  child,  and  persons 
are  sent  to  examine  the  trenehea  in  the  direction  whither 
Molly  reports  him  to  have  gone.  Some  labourers  at  work 
about  the  front  gate  are  questioned  ;  and  they  all  affirm  that 
they  have  not  seen  him,  and  that  he  cannot  have  passed 
that  way.  Attention  is  then  directed  to  the  back  of  the 
house ;  and  after  a  abort  search,  a  loud  bitter  outcry 
announces  that  some  painful  discovery  has  been  made. 
The  agonized  parents  rush  to  tbe  spot,  and  there,  over- 
whelmed with  horror,  they  behold  the  dead  body  of  their 
child  near  the  pig  pen,  stretched  upon  some  tall  grass 
growing  in  an  old  filled  up  trench.  He  is  lying  upon  his 
back,  and  except  the  face,  which  appears  to  have  been  washed, 
covered  with  black  mud  of  a  kind  not  at  all  corresponding 
with  the  spot  <ju  which  the  body  has  been  found.  After 
the  lifeless  form  has  been  removed  to  the  house,  nnd  a 
medical  man  sent  for,  further  examination  of  the  scene  of 
death  shows  a  trail  along  which  tte  bod^  has  been.  A'Eai?,?,^^ 
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f.ir  Eome  distance,  and  ending  at  the  place  where  it  is  ti» 
evident  the  cruel  deed  has  been  done,  and  the  child  harUd 
oot  of  life  by  violent  and  relentless  hands.  There,  in  ■ 
spot  covered  with  thick  black  mud,  the  partly  dried,  offtn- 
I  nve  drainings  of  the  pig  pen,  as  the  marks  clearly  show,  tbe 

■  poor  hoy  has  breathed  out  his  young  life  in  agony  under 
the  presgure  of  malignant  cruelty.  There  is  no  woond 
upon  the  tender  body,  but  bruised  marks  about  the  Lead. 
He  has  died  from  suffocation;  and  this  effect  could  only 
have  been  produced  by  tte  face  having  been  violently 
pressed  down  in  the  I'oul  putrid  nrnd,  so  as  to  prevent 
respiration  until  all  the  functions  of  life  were  stopped. 

Who  can  describe  the  grief  of  the  heart-stricken  parents, 
the  overwhelming  anguish  which  cnishea  them  down  to  find 
their  precious  child,  the  darling  of  the  house,  so  bright  and 
gay  aud  sportive,  so  full  of  promise  in  the  vigour  of  hia 
physical  and  mental  developement,  thus  snatched  in  a 
moment  from  thtir  embraces,  and  in  a  manner  so  revolting 
and  so  cruel  ?  Ah  1  it  may  be  there  has  been  too  much  of 
idolatry  in  the  absorbing  love  they  have  lavished  upon 
the  handsome  boy.  Or  He  whose  all-searching  eye  looks 
through  the  future,  and  sees  all  possibilities,  and  all 
tendencies  and  results,  may  have  seen  how  those  fine  quali- 
ties of  the  child,  which  they  admired  and  loved  so  ardently, 
would  become  ruinous  snares  and  sources  of  danger  in  tbe 
pathway  of  life;  and  in  answer  to  their  prayera  for  the 
eternal  welfare  of  the  object  of  their  solicitude,  and  in  very 
tenderneSB  and  love  to  him.  and  them,  He  may  have  takea 
him  away  from  the  evil  to  come.  What  we  know  not  now 
we  shall  know  hereafter.  But  who  can  have  done  the  wicked 
I  deed?  It  is  not,  alas!  difficult  to  conjecture.  Who  but 
L  the  sullen,  vicious  girl,  whose  dark,  vindictive  acowla  and 
muttered  threats  have  been,  unhappily,  too  little  regarded  ? 
^Vho  but  she  in  whose  company  the  hoy  was  last  seen; 
and  who  endea,vourcd  to  mislead  those  who  were  in  search 
of  bim  when  he  was  Brst  missed  ¥  It  ia  now  remembered 
Lthat  Molly  James  was  seen  comiag  from  the  trench,  not 
C  Etom  ttve  igWa  vAiftY«  "CBa  NuA-^  mwb  Sis,'ayn:«a_,-*j.  %ivm 
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aa  the  alarm  was  given.  The  wet  frocV,  alao,  as  if  newly 
waslicd,  that  also  is  remembered ;  and  there  can  be  little 
doubt  that  she  is  the  guilty  one  by  whose  vricked  hands 
the  boy  has  been  done  to  death,  She  is  placed  in  custody, 
maintaining  a  eulleu  silence,  and  her  countenance  still 
retaining  the  angry  scowl  imparted  to  it  by  the  fierce 
malignant  passions  to  which  she  has  given  such  fatal 
indulgence.  Not  a  shadow  of  doubt  as  to  the  perpetrator 
of  the  crime  remains,  when,  on  the  following  day,  all  the 
incidents  associated  with  the  murder  and  its  discovery  are 
brought  together  before  the  coroner's  jury  in  the  presence 
of  the  girl.  All  of  them  point  to  her  and  to  none  other, 
a.nd  the  unanimous  verdict  of  the  jury  sends  her  to  the 
grand  court  of  assize  at  George  Town  for  trial  on  the  charge 
of  wilful  murder. 

Three  months  have  passed,  and  the  court  is  sitting. 
An  able  and  impartial  judge.  Chief  Justice  Beaumont, 
presides.  A  respectable  and  intelligent  jury  is  impanelled. 
A  large  concourse  of  persons  is  assembled ;  for  the  child- 
mutder  has  awakened  an  intense  feeling  of  interest  throughout 
the  colony ;  and  Molly  James  stands  at  the  bar  arraigned 
on  the  capital  charge.  Two  days  are  devoted  to  a  most 
careful  investigation  of  the  case.  The  prosecuting  oouneel 
exhibit  far  more  of  commiseration  than  of  harshness  towards 
the  accused.  The  judge,  while  esercising  all  his  eminent 
ability  to  set  the  facts  fiurly  and  fully  before  the  jury,  shows 
almost  tenderneas  towards  the  child-criminal  before  him. 
An  able  barrister,  retained  by  the  court  to  defend  the  prisoner 
gratuitously,  subjects  every  witness  to  a  rigid  cross-eiamin- 
ation,  and  seeks  to  turn  all  the  facta,  as  far  as  legal  skill  and 
subtilty  can  do  so,  to  the  advantage  of  his  client.  But 
only  one  conclusion  can,  with  truth  and  justice,  he  arrived 
at.  The  girl,  Molly  James,  is  "  guilty  of  the  murder." 
Such  is  the  unanimous  verdict  of  the  jury.  The  chief  justice 
assumes  the  fatal  black  cap  ;  and  after  a  touching  address 
to  the  criminal,  which  draws  tears  from  all  eyes  in  the  court, 
and  is  often  interrupted  by  his  own  emotions,  ho  pronounces 


1 
I 


KU  BOUAircB   OF  THE   HIaSIOH  FZELD. 


1 


E 

^^Bithe  terrible  Eentence  of  the  law,  which  is  to  conaiga  hci  to 

^^^in  early  and  ignominiouB  death. 

The  verdict  and  the  Bentence  were  just.  The  writer  knew 
the  girl  very  well,  from  his  frequeut  intercourse  with  the 
family  at  BrooralandB,  and  had  many  interviews  with  herb 
the  prison  before  and  after  trial,  seeking  to  awaken  her  to  i 
right  secse  of  ber  guilt  and  danger,  OF  a  low,  sullen,  brotil 
nature,  it  was  dlfSuult  to  arouss  her  moral  faculties  io  aoj 
degree,  or  call  forth  any  manifestation  of  moral  sensibilitj. 
Old  ainners  with  seared  conscience  and  indurated  heart  he 
has  often  fallen  in  with ;  but  one  ao  young,  aud  yet  so 
obtuse  and  hardened,  he  never  met  before.  Tet  even  that 
callous  nature  was  not  beyond  the  influence  of  religions 
feeling.  She  quailed  when  the  thought  of  standing  befow 
Ood,  and  facing  the  solemnities  of  the  eternal  world,  was 
placed  before  her ;  and  she  wept  in  prayer,  and  read  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  after  she  was  sentenced  to  die.  £ren  befiws 
her  trial,  she  acknowledged  to  the  writer  that  she  "  killed 
Master  Eddy ;  "  but  it  was  not  until  she  was  under  aentence, 
when  concealment  could  avail  nothing,  that  she  confessed 
all  the  details  of  the  murder.  She  had  for  a  long  time 
resolved  to  kill  the  hoy  because  he  "io^ii  apon  her,-"  and 
she  watched  for  an  opportunity.  On  the  afternoon  of  the 
murder,  with  dark  and  deadly  purposes  in  her  heart,  slic 
asked  him  to  go  and  play  at  the  pig-pen,  for  she  knew  no 
one  was  likely  to  see  them  there.  He  refused,  but  she  went, 
especting  that  he  would  follow  her ;  and  in  a  few  minutes 
she  saw  him  come  galloping  towards  her  with  his  whip.  He 
struck  her  playfully  with  the  whip  as  he  came  np  ;  and  she 
rushed  upon  him  at  once,  and  with  all  the  strength  she  could 
exert,  strutk  him  to  the  ground,  and  fell  upon  him.  Both 
of  them  fell  into  the  thick  mud  flowing  from  the  pig-pen ; 
and,  to  prevent  bis  crying  out,  she  held  down  his  face  in  the 
dirt  till  he  ceased  to  struggle ;  and  thtu  she  sat  upon  his 
Lead,  and  afterwards  stood  upon  him,  keeping  him  down 
natil  she  thought  he  was  dead.  He  was  never  able  to  utter 
one  cry,  forshe"\viAS.\ivia&owii.wi\«.t4.:'  t^i&kin^  soms 
one  nug^t  coiofi  to  t\ie  ^i^-^ftTx,  ■^e  4.«^^giSi.  "esxtNK&j  ^n.^^ 
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from  the  place  where  she  killed  him,  to  the  old  trench,  aad 
placed  it  among  the  grass  nliere  it  waa  found,  intending 
vhen  it  was  dark,  and  no  one  was  about,  to  drag  it  to  the 
large  trench,  and  throw  it  in  the  water,  that  it  might  be 
supposed  he  waa  accidentally  drowned,  while  playing  near  the 
water.  It  had  not  occurred  to  her  that  the  child  would  be 
iniBBed  fo  Econ,  and  that  there  would  be  an  alarm  and  a 
search  made  tor  him  in  ali  directiona,  and  thus  ber  purpose 
would  be  defeated.  So  it  often  is  with  evil-doere,  A  alight 
defect  in  the  well-laid  plan — a  trivia!  oversight — furoiahea 
the  clue  which  leads  to  detection,  and  the  foul  deed,  and  ita 
perpetrator  though  covered,  it  ia  supposed,  with  impenetrable 
darkness,  are  laid  open  to  the  light  of  day. 

The  child -murderer  was  suffered  to  escape  the  extreme 
penalty  of  the  law  because  of  her  youth.  Several  ministera, 
of  whom  the  writer  was  one,  and  others,  thought  it  right, 
-OB  this  ground  to  petition  the  erecutive  for  a  mitigation  of 
the  capital  sentence,  aa  there  was  something  revolting  in 
the  idea  of  a  girl  only  fourteen  years  of  age  dying  upon 
the  gallows.  Sir  Francis  Hincks,  the  governor-general, 
admitting  the  force  of  such  a  plea,  respited  the  criminal 
shortly  before  the  time  appointed  for  ber  eiecution,  and  sho 
now  lingers  out  a  wretched,  crime- stained  eiistence  in  one  of 
±be  Drisona  of  British  Guiana. 
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XXXIII. 

OTIB  HOME  UPON  THE  DEEP. 

Tee  sea  is  mighty ;  but  a  Mightier  swajB 

EiB  restlesB  billows.    Thou,  whose  hands  bare  b< 

Eia  boTmdlesB  golf  b  and  baill  his  shors ;  Thy  biea 

That  moved,  in  the  begiiminB,  o'er  hia  fdce 

Moyes  o'ec  it  evermora.    The  obedient  uav 

To  its  Btroug  motion  roll,  and  tise  and  fall. 


fBEADTiFTTL  summer  day  favoured  our  journey  from 
London  to  Liverpool,  when,  in  tbe  early  part  of 
October,  18C8,  with  my  vidfe  and  two  daughters,  I 
proceeded  to  that  mart  of  British  commerce,  to  embark,  viS 
New  York,  for  a  new  sphere  of  missionary  labour  in  the 
West  Indies,  amid  whose  many  acenee  thirty  of  the  beat 
years  of  my  life  have  been  apent. 

But  dark,  rainy,  and  r/i^illy  broke  the  following  morning, 
when,  after  procuring  a  hw  articles  necessary  for  warmth 
and  comfort  at  sea,  wo  proceeded,  in  accordance  with  the 
printed  notice  handed  to  us  when  we  obtained  onr  paEsage- 
ticket,  to  the  south  end  of  the  Prince's  landing-stage,  to 
meet  the  tender  which  was  to  convey  us  to  onr  temporary 
home  upon  the  deep.  We  alighted  from  oar  cab,  and 
hastened  through  tt  pitiless  shower,  by  a  roundabout  way,  to 
the  tender ;  our  baggage,  with  ourselves,  receiving  all  the 
benefit  of  the  fiercely  driving  wind  and  rain.  Stepping 
from  the  landing-stage  on  board  the  little  vessel,  we  found 
but  tittle  protection  there  from  the  chilling  blast  and  the 
soaking  rain.  True,  there  was  what  was  called  the  cabin,  a 
Email,  stifling  room  underneath  the  deck ;  but  as  this  unaa- 
voury  place  eeemed  excellently  adapted  to  bnng  on  prem^ 
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'fcurely  all  the  discomfort  of  eea-sickneea,  and  the  pafiaeogers 
"thought  it  as  well  to  wait  for  this  until  they  reached  the 
larger  vessel,  it  was  ignored,  except  by  one  or  two  whoae 
-delicate  condition  of  health  rendered  the  exposure  to  wind 
«iid  rain  on  the  deck  a  matter  of  serious  hazard  to  their  lives. 
"Wrapping  themselves  in  waterproof  cloaks,  pea-jackets, 
fur  tippets,  &c.,  and  spreading  their  umhrellas,  the  pas- 
sengers set  themselves  to  face  the  inclement  weather  as  best 
they  could ;  the  miserable  apology  for  an  awning  consisting 
of  a  piece  of  old  canvas  nhicb  overspi-ead  the  deck,  only 
serving  to  collect  the  descending  rain,  and  pour  it  down  in 
continuons  streams  upon  those  wbo  were  compelled  to  stand 
beneath  it,  because  they  could  not  obtain  standing  ground 
elsewhere  in  the  uncomfortable  and  dirty  little  craft. 
How  despicable  is  the  sordid  meanness  of  a  wealthy 
Company,  which  thus  esposes  ladies  and  delicate  children 
and  sick  persons,  who  embark  on  the  vessels  of  their  line,  to 
dangerous  risk  of  health  and  life,  in  order  to  save  the  small 
expenditure  of  fitting  up  a  decent  and  respectable  tender- 
boat,  with  a  commodious  deck  bbIood,  in  which  passengers, 
compelled  to  entrust  themselves  to  the  tender  merciea 
of  the  Company,  iray  he  protected  from  unpleasant  and 
<laDgerous  exposure,  in  being  conveyed  to  and  from  their 
vessels ! 

After  some  half-hour's  delay  beyond  the  time  announced 
for  her  departure  from  the  landing-stage,  during  which  the 
«rond  of  passengers  covering  the  deck  became  chilled  with 
-the  wind,  and  their  baggage  soaked  with  the  unceasing  raiu, 
"the  tender  pushed  out  into  the  river.  Soon  we  found  our- 
selves approaching  the  "  Tripoli,"  one  of  the  Cunard  line  of 
steamers,  which  was  about  to  become  our  home  upon  the 
deep;  and  distinguished  from  the  numerous  vessels  around 
by  the  stars  and  stripes  dying  at  her  stem,  and  the  well-known 
signal  for  sailing, — the  blue  Peter, —floating  from  her  mast 
■head.  Lightly  she  sat  upon  the  water,  and  gracefully  rose 
and  fell,  as  the  light  waves  which  rolled  into  the  river  passed 
beneath  her.  All  eyes  were  turned  towards  the  noble 
steamer  with  wliich  we  were  about  to  form  3,  moie  ioiimate 
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acquaintance.  We  behcid  a  long  and  narrow  vessel  ot  tnoi 
than  two  thousand  tons'  burthen,  carrying  two  pqnare-ng| 
tnaHts,  witb  a  capacious  red  runnel  tippod  with  black,  out 
which  volamea  of  black  emoke  were  pouring,  ahowbg 
she  only  waited  the  arrival  of  her  paasengers  to  comnicnm 
her  voyage  across  the  wide  Atlantic.  Her  fore-deoka  were 
already  crowded  with  several  hundred  steerage  passengen, 
who  had  been  conveyed  on  hoard  at  an  earlier  hour  of  the 
day.  The  little  ateamer  is  soon  alongside  her  more  majestic 
principal ;  a  stage  is  thrown  across,  aloping  upward  to  tha 
deck  of  the  larger  vessel,  and,  in  a  few  moments,  all  the 
cabin  passengers  have  found  their  way  on  hoard.  There 
they  shelter  from  the  still  falling  rain,  while  the  large  heaps 
of  baggage  are  transferred  to  the  "  Tripoli's  "  decks,  though 
not  until  many  packages  ha^e  been  thoroughly  soaked  by 
their  exposure  to  the  wet ;  from  which  a  few  tarpanlins 
would  have  protected  them.  If  due  care  were  OEercised  by 
the  company  to  preserve  their  passengers  &om  injury  anil 

Not  a  little  confosion  prevails  on  board  for  a  little  while, 
until  the  sixty  or  seventy  new  arrivals  have  found  the  bertlw 
nnmbered  upon  their  tickets,  and  got  their  cabin  luggage 
safely  deposited  in  their  respective  state-rooniB.  Meanwhile 
a  portion  of  the  crew  are  occupied  in  passing  down  the 
hatchway  to  the  dry  baggage-room  in  the  centri:  of  the 
vessel  the  auraeroua  neat  packages  and  trunks  which  are  not 
required  for  use  during  the  -voyage.  Before  this  has  been 
completed,  the  anchor  has  been  lifted,  and  the  "  Tripoli  "  is 
moving  under  full  steam  down  the  Mersey  into  the  Irish  sea. 
Once  more  we  have  left  the  favoured  land  within  whose 
shores  are  to  be  found  some  of  the  brightest  examples  of 
Christian  purity  and  the  richest  scenes  of  self-denying 
benevolence  that  gladden  this  world  of  ours  :  and  some  of 
the  most  unfathomable  depths  of  crime  and  woe  to  which 
depravity  can  sink, — extremes  of  good  and  evil  over  which 

Kangela  in  their  bright  abode  may  rejoice,  and  devils  exult  and 
fariamph. 
The  arrangeaveBta  ot  qii   wa*  V^j-mt  ■Kipi>i«c  -Wi  "x^  i«au. 
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venient.  The  saloon  is  built  upon  the  deck,  extending 
sbout  twenty-four  fact  in  length,  and  covering  the  whole 
breadthoF  the  abip  except  a  narrowpaBRageoneitherBvde,whiali 
aerre  as  the  means  of  comraunication  between  the  Bteward's 
pantry  and  the  galley.  Four  plate  glass  windows  on  either 
side  afford  ahtindance  both  of  light  and  ventilation.  The 
handeome  fittings  of  the  saloon  are  of  bird's-eye  maple,  with 
mahogany  settees  and  tables  ;  and  a  broad  sofa-like  seat,  well 
stuffed  and  easy,  covered  with  crimson  velvet,  runs  all  round 
the  comfortable  apartment,  except  one  end,  which  ia  occupied 
with  handsome  cupboard  sidebuarcis  with  marble  tops,  and 
Hunnounted  with  Urge  and  eoetly  mirrora  in  massive  gilded 
frames.  On  the  same  deck  are  the  ladies'  saloon  and  the 
first  class  state-rooms.  On  the  deck  underneath  are  situated 
ranges  of  second  and  third  class  state-rooms  for  the  cabin 
pasBengers.  We  inquire  for  the  state-rooms  marked  1  and  2 
and  23  and  24  on  the  saloon  deck,  and  find  ourcelves  in  com- 
fortable, well  lighted,  and  well  ventilated  apartments,  each 
containing  a  well  ttuifed  sofa,  and  as  oomnaodious  and  well 
furnished  as  we  can  expect  to  find  rooms  in  a  moveable  and 
crowded  home  at  sea. 

A  smooth  and  pleasant  passage  of  about  twentj-four  hours 
brings  us  into  Queenstown  harbour,  where,  as  we  enter,  we 
meet  the  "  Colorado,"  a  fine  screw  steamer,  just  passing  out 
crowded  with  passengers,  and  bound,  like  ourselves,  for  New 
York.  Coming  to  anchor,  we  await  the  coming  off  of  the 
tender,  which  is  soon  seen  approaching  with  a  considerable 
number  of  Irish  passengers.  These  are  expeditiously  trans- 
shipped, with  the  huge  heap  of  their  baggage  and  bedding 
that  is  piled  up  amidships.  The/  are  all  of  the  steerage 
class,  emigrants  going  out  to  join  the  multitudes  which  the 
emerald  isle  has  sent  forth  to  people  the  vast  regions  of  the 
far  west,  and  add  strength  to  the  giant  republic  of  the  new 
world.  Scarcely  an  hour  has  elapsed  when  the  anchor  is 
raised  j  the  bell  rbgs  to  warn  the  crowd  of  apple-selling 
girls  who  have  come  on  board  to  vend  their  treasures,  that  they 
must  take  their  departure.  The  tender  is  cast  off,  the  screw 
re-commences  its  play,  and  we  are  again.  ^Mm^Qntwaida 
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beneath  the  batteriee  tliat  defend  the  harbour  to  the  i 
Si'B.     Our  voyage  has  commenced  in  earoeet,  and  for  a  vhile 
our  home  ie  on  the  deep. 

Within  its  narrow  confines  there  are  between  five  and  th 
hundred  souIh.  Several  hundreds  of  these  are  GKrmaiis,  niio 
have  bidden  farewell  to  iheir  fatherland,  and  are  going 
to  join  the  thousands  of  their  countrymen  in  the  fur  oS 
land  wlivre  wealth,  and  luxury,  and  social  dietinction 
bave  crowned  the  efiorts  of  not  a  few  of  them  ;  and  where 
niuUitudea  more,  settled  on  their  own  ample  farms, 
realize  an  amount  of  comfort  not  within  their  reach  in  the 
land  o(  their  birth  ;  giving-  back  to  their  country  the  ioetti- 
msble  bleseiiigB  of  that  pure  and  undefiled  religion,  to  the 
knowledge  of  which  they  have  been  brought  in  the  land  of 
the  Btranger.  A  considerable  number  more  are  Irifih  emi- 
grants who  embarked  at  Queenetown.  All  these  find 
comfortable  accommodation  in  the  fore  part  of  the  ship  set 
apart  for  steerage  passengers,  but  spend  as  much  of  thtir  time 
on  deck  as  the  boisterous  weather  will  allow.  Old  men  and 
maidens,  young  men  and  children,  constitute  the  mipcel- 
laneoua  group,  whose  appearance  eKhibita  no  degree  of  that 
squalid  wretchedness  which  has  sometimes  characterized  the 
export  of  emigrants  to  the  far  west. 

The  cabin  passengers,  amounting  to  sixty  or  siYenty 
persons,  are  chiefly  Americans,  naturalized  or  native.  Those 
two  respectable- looking  American  ladies,  each  with  a  daughter 
under  htr  care,  hear  German  names  ;  hut  they  are  the  wives 
of  New  York  merchants,  and  are  returning  to  their  husbands 
and  homes,  after  a  tour  of  some  eighteen  months  upon  the 
continent  of  Europe.  The  aristocratic-looting  couple,  with 
the  lively  inteihgent  sprite  of  a  daughter,  the  very  image  of 
her  fine-looking  mother,  are  amongst  those  in  New  York 
who  have  achieved  wealth  during  the  war  commotions,  and 
have  been  making  the  tour  of  Europe,  from  which  they  are 
now  retvirning  to  their  palatial  residence  in  Fifth  Avenne. 
The  fast  young  lady  who  sports  a  rough  pea-jacket,  with 
espansive  hora  buttona,  B.Bd  whose  ringing  laugh  is  often 
beard  far  into  tVe  ■Ki^\.,\a  ta-A.  'Wi'*Q%  ^-js^arj  sA.'^wbiiai^ 
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Several  majors  and  captainsi,  whose  appearance  is  not  military 
according  to  English  notions,  respond  to  their  respective 
titles,  and  with  several  other  unmistakable  Americans  aia 
much  addicted  to  eard-plajiag.  The  stakea,  however,  are 
merely  nominal.  There  is  no  gamhling,  and  little  recourse 
to  alcoholic  stimulants  ;  nor  is  there  a  word  ever  uttered  by 
the  passengers  offensive  to  modesty  or  savouring  of  pro- 
faneufas.  The  mustachioed  gentleman,  who  in  the  roughest 
of  rough  pea-jackete,  furnished  with  a  capacious  hood,  looks 
very  much  like  the  pictures  of  Kobinson  Crusoe  we  were 
familiar  with  in  our  childhood,  is  a  naturalized  Fienchmau, 
who,  having  realized  property  in  the  country  of  his  adoption, 
has  been  on  a  visit  to  his  native  Paris.  The  old  gentleman 
■of  Biity-five,  or  thereabouts,  and  his  respectable -looking  wife 
and  daughter,  have  been  on  a  visit  to  their  former  home  in 
Leiceetershire,  from  whence  they  emigrated  twenty  years 
^0.  The  old  man  has  acquired  an  independence  on  the 
hanks  of  the  Delaware ;  and  is  not  a  little  prond  of  the 
handsome  Bible  presented  to  him  by  the  Methodist 
Society  in  hia  native  town,  with  which  he  was  formerly 
associated,  and  who  highly  appreciated  the  services  he 
rendered  to  the  Sabbath  school  during  the  few  moatha  of 
Ub  sojourn  in  the  land  of  his  fathers.  A  tall  young  man,  of 
consumptive  tendency  and  appearance,  is  an  American  mis- 
eionary,  returning  in  broken  health  from  the  West  Coast  of 
Africa.  He  was  a  chaplain  in  the  army  during  thecivilwar,and 
is  deeply  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  free  men  of  the  south. 
The  British  passengers  in  the  saloon  are  a  comparatively  small 
minority.  The  venerable  man,  who,  with  his  wife  and  four 
■children,  pretty  well  grown,  suffers  much  from  sea-sickness, 
is  the  Kev.  Dr.  M'Cosh,  eminent  among  the  divines  of  the 
Scotch  Free  Church  in  Ireland,  who  has  accepted  an  invitation 
to  become  the  principal  of  the  Princetown  University  in  New 
•Jersey.  Two  unmarried  ladies,  respectable  and  good-looking, 
but  not  very  young,  are  going  on  a  visit  to  friends  in  the 
States.  These,  with  myself  and  family,  make  up  the  party 
■who  represent  "  the  old  country  "  in  tliis  our  home  on  the 
•deep.     The  head  of  this  large  family, our  captain, is  a  Jersey 
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man  named  Le  Mesurier.  He  looks  the  first-rate  sailor  thaft 
he  is  ;  but  is  courteous  in  hia  bearing,  snd  kind  to  his  pas- 
seogers,  readily  granting  all  induli^encea  to  the  weak  and 
suffering  that  thrir  circumBtances  require.  The  doctor  who 
has  charge  of  the  emigrants  is  a  gentlemanly  young  man 
from  the  north  of  the  Tweed,  and  all  the  officers  of  the  ship 
are  intelligent  and  courteous. 

On  tlie  second  laoraing,  few  of  the  paEsengers  put  in  sn 
appearance  at  the  break faat-table  ;  for  durbg  the  night  nut 
only  has  the  wind  been  ahead,  but  we  have  been  steaming 
into  a  very  rough  sea.  There  has  been  a  heavy  gale  to  the 
north  ;  and  though  we  have  escaped  the  tempestuous  blast, 
our  vessel  fecla  the  effect  of  it.  The  huge  rolling  waves 
come  sweeping  down  with  tremendous  force,  imparting  a 
roiling  motion  to  the  ship  that  is  alaiost  perpetual ;  so  that 
to  lie  in  our  berths,  or  to  retain  a  sitting  position,  we  must 
hold  on  with  all  our  might  to  what  may  happen  to  be  near 
us.  Loud  calls  for  the  stewards  may  be  heard,  and  sounds 
indicative  of  the  distress  which  a  heavy  rolling  sea  is  very- 
apt  to  produce,  especially  at  the  commenceroent  of  a  voyage, 
come  up  irom  the  cabins  on  the  lower  drck.  The  few  who 
are  seasoned  voyagers,  and  therefore  not  prostrated  like 
fcheii'  neighbours,  cut  strange  capers  as  they  attempt  to  move 
about,  making  steps  that  the  dancing-master  never  (aught, 
them,  and  sometimes  finishing  up  their  involuntary  move> 
ments  in  a  prostrate  condition  across  the  saloon  table,  or 
under  it.  In  vain  the  stewards  place  the  table  in  order, 
with  strong  guards  aiRsed,  to  keep  things  from  sliding  off. 
Plates,  dishes,  joints,  and  poultry,  take  flight  over  the  guards; 
and  the  disappointed  passenger  finds  that  the  savoury 
morsel  just  laid  before  him,  with  its  delicious  acoompanimente 
of  sauce,  &a.,  has  vanished  in  a  moment  without  his  aid. 
This  lasts  for  two  or  three  days,  and  then  the  heaving  ocean 
subsides  gradually  into  a  state  of  comparative  quietude ; 
the  sun  shines  out,  and  the  ladies  are  to  be  seen,  well 
defended  by  numerous  wrappers  against  the  cold  wind  which 
eomea  from  the  north-west,  baakiug  in  his  cheering  beams 
the  hurricane  deok. 
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Now  dawns  the  Sabbatli, — the  pearl  of  daya.  The  i 
is  somewhat  rough,  and  the  capbain  thiDks  it  not  expedie 
to  prolong  the  service  with  a  sermon  ;  but  he  will  see  what 
the  weather  is.  The  sea  has  moderated  a  little,  when, 
according  to  rule,  the  prayera  are  to  be  read,  and  the 
captain  claims  for  himself  this  duty.  At  the  hour 
appointed,  half-past  ten  a.m.,  a  cushion  laid  at  one  end  of 
the  saloon  table  is  covered  with  a  crimson  cloth,  trimmed 
with  gold  lace,  and  upon  this  are  deposited  the  Book  ( 
Common  Prayer  and  the  Bible.  Other  books  arc  spread 
for  the  use  of  the  passengers.  The  saloon  is  crowded;  for 
maiiy  of  the  emigrants  have  "  come  to  church,"  The  service 
ia  read  by  the  captain  in  full  uniform,  not  as  correctly  oi 
with  as  much  solemnity,  perhapa,  as  we  might  hear  it  read 
elsewhere ;  but  certainly  with  as  little  expenditure  of  time. 
The  lessons  for  the  day  happen  to  be  of  more  than  ordinary 
length :  but  in  rather  less  than  half-an-hour  the  whole 
service,  with  the  litany  and  communion  service  included,  has 
been  got  through.  Whispering  a  word  or  two  to  Dr. 
MKjOBb,  intimating  that  he  may  continue  the  service  if  he 
tltinks  proper,  thu  captain  disappears  ;  and  for  half-an-bour 
the  good  doctor  occupies  the  time  in  speaking  and  prayer, 
very  much  to  the  delight  of  his  auditory,  founding  his 
remarks  upon  John  xiv.  27. 

Several  times  during  the  week  that  follows,  we  encounter 
a  rough  tea,  causing  the  ship  to  roll  most  unpleasantly,  and 
producing  quite  a  list  of  casualties.  The  fastenings  of  one 
of  the  tables  placed  in  the  lobby  give  way  during  a  heavy 
lurch,  when  some  twelve  or  fourteen  passengers  are  seated  by 
and  holding  on  to  it ;  and  away  they  go  to  the  other  side, 
table,  settees,  chairs,  and  passengers,  with  all  the 
contents  of  the  table  mingled  in  an  indistinguishable 
heap  upon  the  floor.  Before  they  can  estricate  them- 
selves, the  "Tripoli"  is  nearly  on  her  team  ends  on 
the  other  side,  and  again  they  are  hurled  across  the  cabin 
in  ivild  confusion.  Even  the  captain  finds  it  difficult,  " 
salt "  as  he  is,  to  maintain  his  equilibrium,  and 
I  iorg-de-com6at  upon  the  cabin  floor.     One  lady,  who 
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baa  not  recovered  from  sea-sicknesa  and  keeps  ber  cabin, 
is  thrown  from  her  berth,  and  receives  a  severe  cut  on  the 
forehead,  calling  the  doctor's  services  into  requisition  ;  and 
another  appears  at  table  with  a  black  eye,  the  effect  of 
being  hnrled  violently  across  her  Etate-rDOQU. 

On  Saturday  evening  it  is  tliat  we  get  the  worst  of  it. 
For  two  or  three  days  the  eaptiiiu  has  heen  predicting 
£^010 ,- "  ;ind  as  the  night  draws  on,  a  heavy  gale  eeta  in  from 
the  Eoutb-west,  and  continues  for  twelve  hours  before  there 
is  any  aign  of  abatement.  Those  who  have  never  taken 
a  voyage  before  now  realize  all  the  diseomfort  and  terror  of 
a  storni  at  sea.  The  winds  bowl  and  shriek ;  the  sea  rises 
into  mountain  waves,  which  break  over  our  decks,  and  some- 
times strike  the  ship  nith  a  force  that  makes  her  tremble 
from  stem  to  stern.  Fearful  apprehensions  prevail,  espe- 
cially among  the  steerage  passengers,  who  hear  the  masses  of 
water  on  the  decks  above  their  heads  rushing  now  to  one 
aide,  then  to  the  other,  as  the  vessel  rolls  into  the  deep  trough' 
of  the  sea ;  and  wild  shrieks  and  earnest  prayera  in  Qermi 
attest  the  fear  and  confusion  which  prevail  amongst  them. 
Among  the  saloon  passengers  there  is  less  alarm  ;  but  none 
venture  to  sleep,  for  it  is  only  by  holding  hard  to  some 
fixture  they  can  keep  themselves  from  being  hurled  Irom 
their  berths,  as  the  vessel  rolls  on  her  beam-ends  continually, 
first  on  one  side,  then  on  the  other,  with  hardly  a  momeut'a 
oeBsation.  It  is  a  dreary  night,  and  truly  welcome  is 
the  first  dim  iight  in  the  east,  announcing  the  slow  approach 
of  morning.  As  the  day  breaks  the  fury  of  the  tempest 
abates ;  but  fearfully  grand  is  the  appearance  of  the  angry 
sea,  rolling  in  majestic  waves,  which  seem  to  threutea 
destruction  to  everything  that  comes  within  their  terrible- 
sweep.  1 

It  is  the  Sabbath  morn  that  is  ushered  in  by  the  howling 
storm.  Gradually,  as  the  day  advances,  winds  and  waves 
subside  ;  but  the  rolling  motion  of  the  vessel  is  still  so  great 
that  the  passengers  cannot  assemble  for  forenoon  worship. 
In  the  evening  the  aea  has  become  so  much  calmer,  tbalk 
we  determine  to  hold  a  religious  service  in  the  saloon 
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and  a  goodly  number  gladly  avail  themselves  of  the  pririlege 
of  worshipping  God,  and  giving  Him  thanks  for  our 
preservation  in  the  porils  of  the  storm.  Dr.  M'Cosh  con- 
ducts the  prelimiDary  part  of  the  service,  the  short  sermon 
and  concluding  prayer  falling  to  me.  While  the  sermon 
ia  in  progress,  the  stopping  of  the  engines  excites  b 
momentary  feeling  of  alarm,  which  vanishes  when  it  is 
ascertained  that  it  is  only  the  arrival  of  a  pilot  boat  along- 
side.  We  are  nearly  four  hundred  miles  from  our  port, 
and  it  is  a  very  unusual  circumstance  for  a  pilot  to  board 
a  vessel  so  far  away ;  hut  the  tempest  had  driven  the  small 
boat  off  the  ooaat,  and  the  hardy  crew  had  been  compelled 
for  safety  to  run  before  it.  "  The  pilot  on  board  "  is  an 
additional  cause  of  thanksgiving,  as  it  shovs  we  are  Hearing 
the  end  of  our  voyage ;  and  our  service  qoncludes,  as  it 
began,  with  a  grateful  song  of  praise  to  the  Giver  of  all 
good,  who  has  brought  us  so  far  in  safety  across  the  deep. 

At  noon  the  following  day  "we  are  less  than  two  hundred 
miles  from  Sandy  Hook  ;  the  weather  is  fine,  and  the  captain 
assures  us  that  the  next  day  will  see  us  in  our  desired 
haven.  Waking  early,  as  I  have  always  done  during  the 
voyage,  I  see  through  the  cabin  window  lights  in  the  dis- 
tance. I  dress  and  go  on  deck,  and  find  the  lights  I  had 
seen  are  on  Long  Island ;  and  we  are  just  passing  Sandy 
Hook  into  New  York  harbour.  It  is  a  beautiful,  cloadlesa 
morning,  the  heavens  brilliant  with  millions  of  stars. 
Jupiter  is  surpassingly  bright,  exhibitiug  quite  a  disk  ; 
and  meteors  are  darting  through  the  sky  with  unusual 
frequency.  A  bright  appearance  on  the  horizon  suggests  a 
thought  of  coming  day,  until  it  is  remembered  that  the  exm 
cannot  make  his  appearance  in  that  direction.  It  is  the 
northern  light  that  brightens  the  heavens ;  and  it  is  over 
Long  Island  to  the  right  that  we  look  for  the  rising  snn. 
Soon  a  faint  blush  is  seen  in  that  direction,  waxing  brighter 
every  moment  as  we  pass  the  lights  on  Staten  Island  and 
approach  the  Narrows  ;  but  the  orb  of  day  has  not  appeared 
before  "Stop  her,"  and  the  rattling  of  the  anchor  cable,  d 
announce  the  pleasing  fact  that  we  have  come  to  anchor  afe  | 
the  Quarantine  ground. 
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Soon  after  sunriie  tbe  healtb  officer  is  oa  boi^ ;  a 
personal  inspection  of  all  tbe  emigraots  is  speedily  com- 
pleted, and  again  we  are  under  way.  Breakfast  is  Beried 
and  hastily  disposed  of,  while  the  "Tripoli"  steams  away 
in  the  direction  of  the  North  river  (the  Hudaon).  The 
beautiful  scenery  of  the  magnificent  harbour  of  New  York 
is  duly  admired,  as  we  gaze  upou  it  in  the  bright  eunahine 
that  welcomes  our  arrival.  We  a,re  soon  again  at  anchor. 
The  tender  that  speedily  places  herself  alongside  receives 
us  and  our  baggage,  and  transfers  us  to  the  custom  house. 
The  intimation  to  the  courteous  gentlemanly  officers  of 
tbe  department,  that  I  am  a  missionary  proceeding  in  a  short 
time  to  tbe  south,  ia  sufficient  to  obtain  exemption  from 
tbe  troublesome  task  of  opening  our  boies  for  inspection; 
and  before  tbe  day  lias  reached  its  meridian  we  have 
exchanged  "  our  home  upon  the  deep  "  for  the  comforts 
of  a  New  York  hotel ;  thankful  to  onr  Heavenly  Father 
that  during  the  fourteen  days  in  which  we  have  been  driven 
and  tossed  upon  a  rough  and  angry  sea  He  has  kept  us  ia 
the  hollow  of  His  hand,  and  brought  us  thus  far  on  the  way 
to  our  future  scene  of  missionary  toil. 

After  a  fortnight's  detention  at  New  York,  we  embarked 
on  the  steam  ship  "  Eagle  "  for  New  Providence.  On  the 
fourth  day,  early  in  the  morniiig,  we  wtre  running  down  the 
barren-looking  coast  of  Abaco,  one  of  the  Bahama  group  of 
islands,  and  soon  passed  the  well-known  lighthouse  at  "  The 
Hole  in  the  Wall."  In  the  evening  we  reached  our  destina- 
tion,  and  landed  at  the  pleasant  little  town  of  Nassau. 


XXXIV. 

THE  BROK:E>r  HEART. 

Onn  world  ia  rife 
With  grief  and  Eomw  !  all  that  we  would  prop, 
Or  would  lie  propped  witli,  falls  I     WUen  shaU  the  m in  stop? 

fHE  leaders'  meettng  at;  Coke  chapel  is  the  most  formidable 
of  the  kind  I  have  met  with  in  Methodism.  Between 
one  and  two  hundred  ulass-leaders  were  accustomed 
to  assemble  every  Friday  afternoon  at  four  o'clock,  to 
tranaact  the  financial  and  disciplinary  business  of  the  huge 
society  connected  with  that  place  of  worship.  The  society 
comprised  a  body  of  communicants  amounting  to  between 
two  and  three  thousand. 

The  date  of  our  tale  carries  us  back  to  the  year  1830. 
The  original  chapel  obtained,  and  adapted  to  misaioairy 
purposes,  by  Dr,  Coke,  has  been  taken  down;  and  &  new, 
handsome  building  is  in  course  of  erection  on  the  aite  of  the 
gloriood  old  sanctuary  in  whii;h  eo  many  thousands  of  souls 
have  been  born  to  eternal  life.  The  public  services,  mean- 
while, are  conducted  in  the  new  school-room  adjoining,  to 
which  an  extensive  wooden  shed  baa  been  attached,  to 
accommodate  a  portion  of  the  congregation. 

It  is  in  the  achool-rooni  that  the  business  of  the  leaders' 
meeting  is  going  on.  The  proceedings  are  about  to  be 
closed,  when  a  Negro  boy,  covered  with  the  indications  of  a 
long  and  hasty  journey,  enters  the  room,  and  res])ectfiilly 
hands  a  lettt^r  to  the  presiding  minister,  to  whom  it  is 
addressed.  The  letter,  like  its  bearer,  eshibita  marks  of  a 
long  journey,  and  has  evidently  passed  through  hands  not 
altcgBther  immaculate.     The  recipwnt  ol  tina\^ftT  ^^ai<!a«;b 
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at  the  direction  berore  breaking  the  seal ;  which  he  Aoea  very 
hastily  and  with  some  anxiety,  for  in  the  corner  of  the 
envelope  he  has  read  the  ominous  words,  "  With  allpoiiiill 
haste." 

The  contents  of  the  epistle  are  brief,  bat  startling ;  for  thfff 
convey  the  intelligence  that  Mr.  B.,  a  minister  occupTiu; 
an  important  official  position  in  connexion  with  the  ediuu^ 
tional  department  of  the  mission,  is  dangerously  ill  at 
Stewart  Town,  The  doctors  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  a 
severe  attack  of  yellow  fever ;  and  the  symptoms  being  of 
an  alarming  character,  it  ie  considered  advisable  that  Mre. 
B.,  who  had  been  left  at  home  with  the  family,  Ghould  with- 
out any  avoidable  loss  of  time  proceed  to  Stewart  Tows; 
which  the  sufferer  himself  also  earnestly  desires.  The 
writer  of  the  letter,  who  is  one  of  the  missionaries  stationed 
on  the  north  side  of  the  island,  espresseei  in  a  postscript  his 
own  gloomy  appreheneions  as  to  the  result  of  the  attack, 
and  urges  that  not  a  moment  be  lost  in  sending  Mrs.  B. 
on,  or  she  may  be  too  late  to  see  her  beloved  husband 
again  alive. 

Mr.  B.,  the  subject  of  the  present  sketch,  has  been  in  the 
island  only  two  or  three  years.  Having  been  in  the 
ministry  a  few  years,  and  posseBsing  talents  far  above 
mediocrity,  he  has  accepted  the  invitation  of  the  Wesleyan 
missionary  committee  to  undertake  the  supervision  and 
direction  of  the  educational  interests  of  the  Jamaica  miasion ; 
which  are  now  very  greatly  extended,  in  consequence  of  the 
removal  of  those  restrictions  which  slavery  heretofore 
imposed  upon  the  education  of  the  now  emancipated  Negroes. 
Hia  wife,  with  four  lovely  children,  increased  to  five  since 
their  arrival  in  the  isles  of  the  west,  has  accompanied  Itim 
to  the  scene  of  bis  labours.  Some  eight  days  ago  be 
departed  in  vigorous  health  on  one  of  the  long  toura  of 
inspection  that  the  duties  of  his  office  required.  To  the 
grief  of  several  of  his  brethren,  Mr.  B.  is  very  careless  about 
adopting  those  precautiona  that  are  essential  to  the  main- 
tenance of  good  health  in  a  tropical  climate.  It  is  therefore 
with  more  ot  legtet  Kai  ^ifiatci  "OwMi  ■a'i.  ^ivs^jcaa  yaaJi  they 
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receive  tbe  inteliigence  of  the  d&ngerous  illness  whicli  has 
come  upon  him. 

After  a  brief  consultation  on  the  part  of  the  three 
ministora  present  at  the  leaders'  meeting  when  the 
express  messenger  roade  his  appearance,  it  is  agreed  thafi 
the  senior  of  them  shall  undertake  the  task  of  breaking  the 
sad  news  to  Mrs.  B.,  and  prepare  her  for  the  journey ;  and 
the  younger  shall  immediately  make  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments to  accompany  her  to  the  bedside  of  her  afflicted 
husband.  It  is  a  heavy  blow  to  the  lovirg  and  devoted 
wife,  who  is  attached  to  her  husband  by  the  strongest  ties 
of  affection,  and  whose  very  life  is  bound  up  in  him,  when 
she  hears  of  the  illness  that  renders  her  presence  needful  at 
the  sick  bed.  In  heart -crushing  sorrow,  and  with  many 
gloomy  forebodings,  she  addresses  herself  to  the  ead  task  of 
making  ready  lor  the  journey,  leaving  her  precious  little 
ones  to  the  care  of  one  of  the  missionaries'  wives,  who 
readily  undertakes  the  charge. 

There  are  no  public  conveyances  in  Jamaica,  by  which 
travellers  can  swiftly  proceed  wherever  business  or  pleasure 
may  call  them.  It  is  only  by  a  vehicle  hirtd  for  the  purpose, 
to  he  drawn  by  the  same  horsea  over  the  whole  of  the  eighty 
miles  that  separate  her  from  her  loved  and  euflering  partner, 
that  she  can  proceed  to  Stewart's  Town,  where  be  lies.  The 
necessary  arrangements  are  made  during  tbe  evening;  and 
at  the  earliest  dawn  oa  the  following  morning,  (Satuiday,) 
an  open  gig,  with  a  pair  of  stout  ponies  attached  in  what  is 
called  outrigger  fashion,  so  that  the  animals  can  run  abri^ast 
of  each  otber,  receives  the  travellers  and  the  little  luggage 
they  are  able  to  oarry  with  them.  A  Negro  boy,  mounted 
upon  another  pony,  rides  after  tbcna  to  serve  in  the  capacity 
of  a  groom.  The  route  lies  over  Mount  Diabola,  and  the 
load  is  only  made  practicable  by  slanting  along  the  side  of 
the  towering  mountain.  This  involves  an  ascent  of  some 
miles,  exceedingly  fatiguing  to  horses  that  have  to  drag 
over  it  a  loaded  vehicle.  The  day  is  far  spent,  and  the  horses 
are  weary  and  requiring  rest,  when  they  arrive  at  Trafalgar, 
tho  jiresent    reeidence  of    tkd    TaiBaVoauj    '\^    <^ua%%    ^"^ 
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Beechamville,  a  misBion  atation  beautifully  aituated  in  the 
parish  of  St.  Ann,  and  cloae  to  the  road  along  which  they 
have  to  travel.  It  is  not  Burpriaing  that  the  horeeB  are 
jaded  ;  for  they  hare  achieved  a  distance  of  about  fifty-two  or 
fifty-three  milea  over  very  rough  and  very  heavy  roads. 

Kt^atlng  there  for  the  night,  where  both  themselves  and 
their  horses  are  hountirullj  provided  for,  at  daylight  ou 
Sunday  morning  the  travellers  reaume  their  journey.  Their 
route  lies,  as  it  did  yesterday,  through  aome  of  the  most 
beautiful  aeenery  in  the  world.  But,  however  the  mission' 
ary  admires  it  who  is  driving  the  vehicle,  the  poor  sorrow- 
stricken  lady  at  bis  eide  has  no  eye  to  observe  it.  The 
beauties  of  nature  wear  no  charms  for  her ;  for  a  heavy  load 
presses  upon  her  heart.  Her  whole  attention,  her  whole 
thought,  is  occupied  with  the  loved  sufferer  to  whose  aid 
she  is  hastening ;  and  in  perfect  silence,  as  she  did  the  whole 
of  yesterday,  she  goes  on  her  way,  replying  only  in  mouo- 
Byllables  to  any  question  addressed  to  her.  They 
have  rested  for  half  an  hour  under  the  shade  of  some  trees 
overshadowing  the  road,  aa  there  ia  neither  tavern  nor 
missionary  station  where  they  can  halt  for  refreshment.  It 
is  near  mid-day  when,  as  they  are  slowly  descending  a  sloping 
road  between  Brown's  Town  and  Stewart's  Town,  and  not 
more  than  two  or  three  miles  from  the  end  of  their  journey, 
they  meet  a  traveller  on  horseback.  They  have  seen 
him  in  the  distance ;  and  aa  he  draws  near  he  is  recognised 
by  the  missionary  in  the  vehicle  as  a  Mr.  C,  the  Wesleyao 
school  teacher  at  the  village  through  which  they  have 
recently  passed.  How  does  the  missionary's  heart  sink 
within  him,  as  he  observes  a  streamer  of  apparently  fresh 
black  crape  hanging  from  the  white  panama  hat  worn  by  the 
teacher !  His  companion  in  the  gig  has  observed  it  too ;  and 
with  startling  energy,  rising  to  her  feet,  she  eagerly  inquires  of 
the  stranger  if  ha  can  tell  how  Mr.  B.  is.  The  person  thus 
addressed  ia  greatly  taken  aback  by  the  question,  and  at  once 
gaesses  who  the  inquirer  is.  Before  he  can  recover  his  aelT- 
poBsesBiou  he  has  communioated  the  iutelllgeuoe  that  Mr.  B. 
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died  on  Saturdaj,  tho  day  before,  at  mid-day,  and  ho,  Mr. 

C,  waa  just  returning  home  frotn  the  funeral. 

The  unhappy  lady,  who  has  partly  risen  to  a  standing 
position  in  the  gig-,  suddenly  realizing  the  mournful  truth, 
gives  utterance  to  a  piercing  sound,  between  a  shriek  and  a 
groan,  that  thrills  the  very  souls  of  the  hearers,  and  siuks 
down  at  once  into  her  seat,  leaning  helplessly  against  hor 
travelling  companion.  She  does  not  faint,  neither  ia  there  a 
tear  in  her  eye.  She  seems  as  if  the  shock  had  turned  her 
into  stone.  The  eyes,  wide  open,  seem  fixed  on  vacancy 
and  every  feature  is  rigid  as  if  with  the  coldness  of  death. 
Her  travelling  eonapanion,  hiniatlf  almost  choking  with 
grief,  endeavuurii  to  address  to  her  sueh  words  of  condolence 
and  sympathy  as  he  is  capable  of  uttering.  She  ap- 
pears not  to  hear  anything  that  is  spoken.  It  is  in  vain 
that  he  urges  her,  for  the  sake  of  her  beloved  children,  not 
to  yield  heraelf  up  to  this  bitter  sorrow  that  has  come  upon  ■ 
her.  Alarmed  at  the  condition  into  which  the  terrible  news 
BO  suddenly  imparted  has  thrown  h«T,  he  urges  on  hi^  jitded 
horses,  and  in  little  more  than  balf-an-hour  reaches  the  end 
of  this  pain'ut  journey. 

The  unhappy  widow  is  lifted  from  the  vehicle,  and  assisted 
into  the  mission  house ;  but  she  ia  still  in  the  same  state. 
The  appalling  fact  that  she  has  eome  tj  see  and  to  aid  her 
husband,  and  found  only  his  new-made  grave,  seems  to  have 
come  like  a  thnndrr-clap  upon  her,  and  to  have  paralysed  all 
her  faculties.  From  the  moment  that  the  intelligeoce  fell 
upon  her  ear,  she  has  uttered  not  a  siogle  word ;  she  hae 
shed  no  tear.  A  low,  distressing,  plaintive  moan,  uttered  at 
intervals,  and  most  painful  to  listen  to,  alone  indicates  the 
fearful  weight  of  Rrief  that  is  pressing  upon  that  poor^ 
bereaved  heart.  The  AU-merciful  alone  knows  the  thoughts 
passing  thruugh  that  troubled  mind ;  the  heavy 
load  of  sorrow  which  presses  down  the  soul.  Several  mis- 
and  their  wives  have  assembled  from  miHsion  sta- 
und,  and  h11  that  loving  kindness  and  tender  sym- 
n  do  to  afibrd  relief  is  done  hy  those  around  her, 
1  measure,  tUe  boitq^  qI  t'iflft  ^m.Wvwi.«A. 
2  M.  2 
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punful  bereavement ;  but  the  snfierer  ia  inaensible  to  it  ^ 
Stunned  by  the  bearj  blow  that  has  smitten  aud  crushed 
her,  ebe  eeems  to  hear  nothing  that  is  said.  No  pemuaBion 
can  preTail  upon  her  to  toucli  food  of  any  kind.  And  all 
this  tiiDU  the  lountain  of  her  tears  is  sealed ;  not  a  drop  of 
moisturt  is  to  be  eeen  in  her  eye  or  upon  her  cheek.  It 
would  indeed  be  a  blessed  relief  if  she  could  give  eipresMon 
to  her  anguish  in  a  flood  of  tears.  It  conies,  ut  length.  On 
the  fourih  tiny,  when  those  around  ber  begin  to  fear 
that  reason  will  soon  give  way  under  the  pressure  of  such  a 
load  of  grief,  an  alliiBion  to  her  fatherless  children,  and  the 
necessity  of  ber  roui^isg  herself  Irom  her  prostration  for 
their  sake?,  opeoA  the  sealed  fountain.  A  plentiliil  flow  of 
tears  now  relieves  the  pressure  upon  her  heart,  and  she  gra- 
dually awakens  from  the  deadly  stupor  in  which  all  her 
faculties  have  been  held  with  such  tenacjuus  grasp. 

For  a  day  or  two  she  lies  helplessly  weeping  upon  the  bed, 

t  overwhelmed  with  a  sense  of  her  loneliness  and  the  great 
s  she  and  ber  dve  children  have  sustained ;  a  loss  that  can 
7er  be  repaired  in  this  world.  She  is  now  prevailed  upon 
to  take  a  little  food,  and  gradually  acquires  strength  to  pay 
B  visit  to  the  spot  where  the  manly,  handsome  form  she 
loved  GO  well  has  found  its  last  reatin^.place  in  the  dost, 

,  hidden  from  hor  eyes  until  the  resurrection  morn.     Heart- 

'  rending  is  the  scene,  as  the  desolate  one,  weeping  tears  of 
bitter  agony,  kneels  and  bows  over  the  grave  ol'  the  departed, 
i  if  she  would  embrace  the  very  earth  that  covers  the 
beloved  remains.  Gladly,  most  gladly,  would  she  close  her 
eyes  on  all  earthly  scenes,  and  be  laid  beside  him  there,  if 
aueh  were  the  Heavenly  Father's  will ! 

She  baa  listened  calmly,  though  with  much  weep- 
ing, to  the  di^tails  of  those  events  of  the  last  few  days 
nhitib  have  lel't  her  in  the  desolation  of  early  widowhood. 
8be  learns  from  those  who  have  been  with  him  all  through 
bis  sickness,  how  he  arrived  there  on  Sunday  apparently  in 
hia  usual  health,having  engaged  to  preach  missionary  sermons 

,  on  tbst  day.  lie  preached  both  morning  and  evening,  with 
much  power  and  unction,  taking  for  his  text  in  the  morning. 


Matt.  li.  25,  26,  and  in  the  evening,  2  Cor.  vi.  1,  2.  On 
Tuesday  he  began  to  feel  imwell,  and  fever  symptoins  made 
"their  arpearance,  which,  it  was  hoped,  a  good  night's  rest 
and  soiiie  t^imple  medicine  he  was  prevailed  on  to  take  would 
remove.  On  Wednesday  he  was  no  better,  but  rather  worse. 
Still  nil  apprehension  was  entertained  that  there  waa  any- 
thing in  the  attaelt  more  than  the  ordinary  fever  of  the 
country,  which  soon  jielda  to  the  power  of  medicine.  But 
the  fever  continued,  and,  on  the  following  day,  feara  began  to 
be  entertained  that  it  might  prove  to  be  the  yellow  fevcr, — 
the  "  vomito  jprieto," — bo  often  fatal  here,  especially  to  Euro- 
peans. The  Bjaiptoms  grew  more  and  more  unfavourable^ 
and  at  midday  it  was  considered  advisable  to  send  oS*  an 
«iprea-',  and  request  the  wife  to  come  to  the  bedside  of  the 
sufferer,  who,  in  his  delirium,  was  continually  calhng  for  his 
beloved  Mary.  The  messenger  was  dispatched,  charged  to 
proceed  with  all  possible  speed,  and  to  stop  Ibr  nothing  hut 
the  needful  refreshment  of  the  horse  he  rode,  until  he  had 
placed  the  letter  in  the  hands  of  the  gentleman  to  whom  it 
was  addressed.  Th»t  he  was  faithful  to  his  charge  was  evident 
from  the  fact  that  in  twenty-seven  hours  he  had  borne  the 
misaive  over  the  eighty  miles  that  separated  the  sufferer 
from  the  loved  one  he  longed  to  see.  No  improvement 
appeared  as  the  hours  wore  away.  The  medical  man  tried  all 
the  remedies  approved  by  the  practice  of  the  faculty  in  this 
part  of  the  world,  but  without  efltect.  The  fever  steadily  pro- 
greased,  without  any  intermission,  through  all  the  foUowiag 
day.  As  thedaydeclined,the  changing  hue  of  the  skin,  the  hlis- 
4iering  lips,  and  increasing  delirium,  banished  all  hope  of  reco- 
yery  ;  aijd  it  became  too  manifest  that  even  before  the  wife 
■could  possibly  reaeh  that  chamber  of  sorrow,  the  fever-amitten 
ooonpant  would  have  passed  within  the  veil.  He  had  at  inter- 
vals spoken  elieering  things  of  hia  sure  trust  and  confidence 
in  Jesus,  and  the  bright  hope  of  life  and  immortahty  that 
sustained  and  comforted  hia  aoul.  "  0,"  said  he,  "  all  is  right ! 
There  is  Valentine  Ward,  my  father,  my  grandfather,  ray 
little  hoy,  all  waiting  for  me.  O,  I  have  been  the  chdd  of 
iuar/ praters  and  many  mercies  \"     Sume  tn^'^t'i^^^^wNB^ 
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1  mtdfl  in  praj  er  to  "  the  dark  ralley  of  the  shadow  a 
d«sth,"  he  said,  "O,  it  is  not  dark  !  all  if  I'ght !  "  Another 
night  of  restless  tossing  on  the  part  of  the  sufferer,  and  of 
painfol  anxiety  on  the  part  of  those  about  him,  t;lide'l  slowly 
away,  and  the  morning  dawned  upon  a  (lyini>  man.  Tbe  hat 
btal  EymptoQ,  the  black  vomit,  came  to  litmld  tlie  approach 
of  the  king  of  terror?,  and  about  midday  the  epirit,  triut- 
ing  in  and  louk'ng  to  Jesus  as  the  Frirnd  of  sinherE,  passed 
away  to  its  home  in  the  skies.  All  that  remained  of  the 
active,  vigorous  man  who,  five  days  ago  entered  the  house 
in  lusty  health  and  the  prime  of  life,  was  a  blighted,  insensate 
clod  of  the  earth. 

The  poor  widow  derived  some  moumfal  sat  1-4 faction  from 
learning  these  partivulars  of  the  closing  days  of  that  precJoos 
life  eo  suddenly  broken  off;  bat  abundantly  more  I'rum  the 
assurance  that  ho  baa  died  happy  in  the  Lord,  and  that  she 
shall  meet  the  lovrd  one  again  where  the  piag  of  separation 
will  be  felt  no  more.  But  little  doesshe.ur  those  abi>ut  her, 
anticipate  how  soon  it  will  be  ;  aod  that  in  a  few  weeks  she 
will  follow  her  husband  to  tbe  better  land,  leaving  the  five 
fatherless  children  to  an  inheritance  of  orphauage,  and  the 
cold  chariticB  of  an  unfeeling  world. 

It  is  in  silence  and  sadness  that  she  suRcts  herself  to  be 
conducted  back  over  that  weary  mountain  road  to  her  now 
desolate  home.  By  easy  stages  the  travellers  retrace  the 
path  they  so  recently  traveri^ed,  not  then  without  hope  of 
finding  at  the  end  or  the  journey  a  relief  from  the  ansiety 
and  suspense  which  the  afiliction  that  called  them  from  home 
had  necessarily  produced.  Plunged  iu  grief,  and  bathed  in 
tears,  over  all  the  lonesome  way,  the  widowid  lady  eueourages 
no  attempt  at  conversation,  and  scarcely  npltes  at  all  to  any 
question  or  remark  addressed  to  her.  At  the  end  of  three 
days  they  arrive  at  the  endof  the  journey,  It  is  a  mournful, 
heart-breaking  scene  when,  arriving  at  home,  she  clasps, 
almost  frantically,  her  little  ones  to  her  bosom,  exclaiming, 
"My  poor  children!  my  poor  fatberhss  children!"  The 
hope  has  been  fondly  indulged  that  tlie  sight  of  her  lovely 
family,   and    the   necessity   of  bestirring  herself  on   their 
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account,  will  break  the  spell  of  her  grief,  and  restore  the 
facalbies  which  under  its  induence  have  sunk  almost  into  a 
atate  of  torpor.  But  this  hope  is  not  realized.  Time  appears 
to  bring  with  it  no  healing,  restoring'  influence.  Days  pass 
awaj.  Wtek  after  week  flies  by ;  and  there  is  no  eign  of 
improvement.  The  desolate  one  can  do  nothing  but  weep. 
By  no  beseeching  or  remonstrance  can  she  he  moved  to  feel 
any  concern  abuut  domeatic  affaire,  or  even  to  take  any 
intereet  in  birr  children.  Eren  the  last  born,  whose  life  has 
not  jet  filled  the  circling  year,  as  he  clinibs  to  bis  mother's 
knee  and  clasps  his  little  arms  around  her  neck,  cannot  now 
vin  a  smile  from  that  mother's  lips  who  so  lately  fondled 
Lim  with  all  a  mother's  transport  and  jny. 

In  hope  benefit  may  result  from  change  of  sceneand  removal 
from  the  hnufie,  where  every  object  serves  but  to  keep  fresh  the 
memory  of  her  great  loss,  she  ia  prevailedup  ^n,  but  very  reluc- 
tantly,by  anxious,  loving  friends  to  remove  fur  a  few  days  to  the 
residence  clone  of  the  miaaionariee.  No  good  result  is  obtained 
from  this  experiment.  The  counaels  and  prayers  of  Christian 
minirtera,  though  always  thankfully  reotived,  fail  to  relieve 
her  in  any  degree  from  the  morbid  melancholy  that  seema  to 
have  marked  her  for  its  prey.  "  My  heart  is  broken  1  my 
heart  if  broken  !"  is  the  only  response  that  can  he  obtained 
from  her  in  reply  to  the  friendly  advices  and  remonstrances 
which  they  feel  it  their  duty  to  address  to  her.  Wringing 
her  hands  in  hopeless  grief,  she  moves  about  her  chamber  or 
throws  herself  prostrate  upon  the  bed,  giving  utterance  to 
low  plaintive  moans  that  might  indeed  well  express  the 
anguish  of  a  breaking  heart. 

Medical  help  is  appealed  to,  the  best  thit  the  city  can 
^oid  ;  but  the  wound  lies  far  beyond  the  reach  of  medicine. 
Time,  that  often  heals  the  bruised  spirit  and  alleviates  the 
sharpest  of  human  suffering,  in  this  case  brings  no  kind  of 
amelioration.  On  the  contrary,  as  the  days  roll  on,  more 
alarming  symptoms  are  developed ;  and  it  becomes  evident 
that  the  brain  and  nervous  system  have  received  a  Khoek 
from  which  the  worst  results  may  be  anticip-dted.  Keason 
totters  upon  its  throne,  if  it  has  not  bi:en  utterly  overthrown. 
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The  sufferer  no  longer  paya  the  slightest  attention  to  ^ifl 
cbildren  once  so  fondly  beloved  and  teuderly  cherished,  when 
they  are  brought  to  her  to  divert  her  from  her  grief.  Ha 
speech  has  become  often  wandering  and  incoherent.  The 
most  beloved  and  respected  of  former  friends  are  now  looked 
upon  with  antipathy,  while  muttered  accusations  escapaihiiii 
her  of  thtir  having  inflicted  upon  her  some  unexplained 
wrong.  A  strange,  unnatural  fire  gleams  in  her  eye ;  and 
the  painful  fact  can  no  longer  be  concealed  that  the  poor 
widow  is  fast  linking  into  the  condition  of  a  maniac.  It 
becomes  necessary  to  watch  her  every  moment,  and  remoTc 
from  her  reach  every  article  that  might  be  capable  in  her 
hand  of  inflicting  injury  upon  herself  or  othera;  for  a 
morbid  aniiety  for  death  ig  now  among  the  symptoms  that 
indicate  the  wreck  of  a  beautiful  and  noble  mind. 

It  is  well  that  the  physical  powers  decay  as  the  mind 
gradually  sinks  into  ruin,  which  ia  not  always  the  case.  The 
shock  received  on  that  Sabbath  morning,  when  she  met  the 
person  returning  from  her  husband's  funeral,  and  suddeuly 
received  the  ?ad  news  of  his  death,  was  a  fatal  one  both  to 
mind  and  body.  It  struck  a  fatal  blow  at  her  reason,  and  it 
broke  her  heart.  Although  the  stunned  energies  had  seemed 
to  rally  slightly,  after  the  lapse  of  a  few  days,  yet  she  never 
for  a  moment  became  anything  like  her  former  self.  And 
now  she  is  manifestly  sinking  to  the  grave :  a  fact  that 
gives  dreary  comfort  to  the  friends  around  her,  for  it  is  a 
relief  from  the  misery  which  threatens,  of  beholding  the  poor 
suflerer  spending  an  unhappy,  blighted  existence  under  the 
restraint  that  would  be  necessary  to  prevent  her  doing  injury 
to  herselt  or  others,  or  as  the  wretched  inmate  of  a  lunatia 
asylum. 

How  sad  is  tlie  change  that  grief  has  efiected  1  When 
first  she  set  foot  upon  the  sunny  shores  of  Jamaica,  happy 
in  the  devoted  affection  of  a  husband  she  almost  adored,  and 
Burrounded  by  a  troop  of  beautiful  children,  whose  superior 
inti-lligence  showed  the  judicious,  loving  care  of  a  mother's 
guiding  baud.,  eVa  v»a»  taii-vaiA  •«\l<Jii,  v.  Vs-^fK-LOHSA  ^iati  often 
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Iiwr ;  the  roses  fhone  brightly  upon  her  cheeks,  fresh  from 
the  tempered  climate  of  Britain.  A  soft,  mild  beauty  gleamed 
from  her  large  lustrous  black  eyes ;  where  also  shone  the 
IntelligeDce  of  a  cultured  mind ;  and  attired  with  the 
el^ant  chaateness  that  a.  perfect  taste  and  true  piety  inspire, 
she  appeared  a  bright  pattern  of  womanly  loveliness  ;  a  wife 
and  mother,  whose  virtues  and  eKcelleoces  were  well  calcu- 
lated to  shed  brightness  and  blessing  in  the  Chriatian 
household.  A  few  weeks  have  sufficed  to  work  a  most 
melancholy  change.  A  deadly  paleness  has  superseded  the 
roses  on  her  cheeks ;  and  her  featuires,  sallow  and  sunken, 
hare  lost  nearly  all  traces  of  their  former  beauty.  All  the 
light  of  intelligence  has  faded  from  the  dark  eye,  which  now 
only  occasionally  beams  with  the  &tful  wild-fire  of  insanity. 
Her  beautiful  arms  have  lost  the  finished,  graceful 
roundness  of  health ;  and  the  once  symmetiical,  elastic  frame, 
wasted  to  little  more  thsn  a  skeleton,  seems  to  indicate 
that  the  king  of  terrors  is  not  fai'  distant. 

And  so  it  is.  After  three  or  four  weeks'  confinement  to 
hra  room,  during  which  there  has  been  no  interval  of  perfect 
saneness,  there  are  to  be  observed  nnmiatakeable  indications 
that  the  end  of  this  tragic  history  is  at  hand.  The  pallid 
hue  of  death  has  already  overspread  the  countenance ;  the 
damps  of  the  grave  are  on  the  brow,  when,  suddenly  waking 
up  from  a  light  slumber  into  which  she  had  sunk,  there  is 
again  the  light  of  intelligence  in  the  languid  eye.  Turning 
to  the  good  old  nurse  who  has  tended  the  sufferer  with  all 
a  mother's  care  and  love,  and  who  is  indeed  a  mother  in 
Israel,  the  pious  watcher  at  the  death-bed  of  many  a  fever- 
stricken  missionary,  and  many  a  dying  saint, — the  patient,  in 
a.  sweet,  calm,  natural  tone  of  voice,  different  from  anything 
that  has  been  heard  from  her  since  the  stroke  of  bereavement 

fell  upon  her,  says,  "  Mother  G.,  be  pleased  to  call  Mrs. ," 

naming  the  wife  of  the  minister  in  whose  house  she  is  lying. 
The  lady  referred  to  is  in  a  few  moments  standing  at  the 
bedside,  when,  feebly  grasping  her  hand,  the  dying  woman 

says,  in  trembling  accents,  "  Mrs. ,  I  have  seen  my 

dear  husband,  and  I  am  going  to  him.     We  shall  soon  b 
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be  with  Jesus.     Bnt  0,  Mrs. ,  my  poor  dear  cUldren! 

Will  you  take  care  of  them  until  they  can  be  sent  to 
England  i'"  The  requeRted  promise  is  given.  A  sweet 
smile  of  aatiafaction  passea  over  the  pallid  features.  Gentlj 
throwing  herself  back  upon  the  pillon,  with  her  eyes  uplifted 
to  heaven,  she  becomes  gradually  still;  the  light  dies  ont  in 
the  eye,  the  sunken  couatecance  settles  in  the  rigidity  of 
death ;  the  jaw  slowly  drops  upon  the  loving  hand  that  i» 
outstretched  to  receive  it,  and  the  broken  heart  is  at  rest. 
The  pure,  loving  spirit  has  paased  away  from  the  sorrows  of 
earth,  and  the  stricken  widow  is  a  widow  no  more. 

"  The  Boul  halh  o'crtnliflii  Ii 

And  CBUglit  him  ogam  in  tbe  ak; 
Advanaed  to  her  happj  estate, 

And  plaaeore  tbuC  never  shall  die : 
WlieTe  glorified  Epirits.  by  sight. 

Converse  in  their  holj'  abode, 
Aa  stars  in  the  Srmaioent  bright. 

And  pure  as  the  angela  of  God." 
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Pope  (W.  B.)  The  Peraoa  of  Christ;  Dogmatic,  Scrip- 
tural, HbloriCAl,  TTie  Fcralcy  Lecture  for  1G71.  With  two  additional 
EKays  on  the  Biblical  and  Ecclesiastical  Development  of  the  Docttlne.  and 
Illuslnilivc  Notes.  By  the  Rev.  W.  B.  Pops,  D.D.,  Theological  Tutor, 
Didsbuiy  College.     8™.     Price  7s. 

Pope  (WJ  B.)    The  Prayers  of  St.  Paul.     Being  an  Analysis 

and  Ext>nv[liiinof  the  DevolioDal  Portion  of  the  Apostle's  Writinga.     By  1^^^ 

Rov.W.  li,PDPE.D.D,,TiieoloeioilTiitor,Did5bi]iyCollege.  tra.  I^<H[H 
Prest  (C.)     The  Witness  of  the  Holy  Spirit.     By  the  R^H 

DiAHLES  PnEiT.    Third  Edition.     Crown  8vo.,  sloth,  red  edges.    ^rn^H 
Randies  (M.)     For  Everl     An  Essay  on  Eternal  Puiii^^l 

ment.      Dy  the  Rev.  Marshall  Bamdlbs.    Thiid  Edidoo.    Crown  Svo> 

Priee  J,, 
■'Robinson  (E.  J.)     How  to  Pray  and  What  to   Pray  For, 
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Robinson  (E.J.)  The  Caravan  and  the  Temple,  and  Songs 
of  the  Pilgrims.  Psalms  cxx. — cxxxlv.  By  the  Rev.  E.  J.  Robinson. 
Crown  8vo.    Price  3s.  6d. 

-Robinson  (E.  J.)     The   Mother  of  Jesus  not  the   Papal 

Mary.    By  the  Rev.  E.  J.  Robinson.    Crown  8vo .    Price  6s. 

'Treffry  (R.)  Enquiry  into  the  Doctrine  of  the  Eternal 
Sonship  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  By  the  Rev.  Richard  Treffrv,  Jun. 
Crown  8vo.    Price  6s. 

IJnsworth  (W.)  The  Aggressive  Character  of  Christianity. 
By  the  Rev.  William  Unsworth.    Crown  Svo.    Price  3s.  6d. 

Waddy  (S.  D.)     Sermons.     By  the  late  Rev.  Samuel   D. 

Waddv,  D.D.    Crown  Svo.    Price  4s. 

^Watson  (R.)  Sermons  and  Sketches  of  Sermons.  By  the 
Rev.  Richard  Watson. 

Three  Volumes,  demy  Svo.    Price  xSs. 
Three  Volumes,  post  Svo.    Price  los.  6d. 

'Watson  (R.)    Theological  Institutes;   or,  a  View  of  the 

Evidences,  Doctrines,  Morals,  and  Institutions  of  Christianity.    By  the 
Rev.  Richard  Watson.    Four  Volumes,  royal  iSmo.    Price  14s. 

Watson  (R.)    The  Works  of  tte  Rev.  Richard  Watson. 

With  his  Memoirs,  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Jackson. 

Thirteen  Volumes,  demy  Svo.    Price  ;C3  iSs. 
Thirteen  Volumes,  post  Svo.    Price  ^-i  5s.  6d. 
"Wesley    (J.)      Fifty-three   Sermons    by    the    Rev.   John 
Wesley,  M.A.    Crown  Svo.    Price  3s.  6d. 

lliese  Sermons,   and    Mr.   Wesley's   Notes  on    the   New  Testament 
constitute  the  Standard  Doctrines  of  the  Methodist  Connexioa 

Wesley  (J.)  Sermons  on  Several  Occasions.  By  the  Rev. 
John  Wesley,  M.A.  Complete  edition,  containing  One  Hundred  and  Forty- 
one  Sermons,  and  a  Life  of  the  Author  by  the  Rev.  John  Bbecham,  D.D. 

Three  Vols.,  crown  Svo.    Price  7s.  6d. 

Fine  Edition,  three  Vols.,  crown  Svo.    Price  xos.  6d. 

Library  Edition,  three  Vols.,  demy  Svo.    Price  iSs. 

Wesley  (J.)  The  Prose  Works  of  the  Rev.  John  Wesley, 
M.A.  Edited  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Jackson.  This  Edition  contains  all 
the  Latest  Corrections  of  the  Author ;  and  includes  the  Life  of  Mr.  Wesley 
by  the  Rev.  John  Beecham,  D.D. 

Library  Edition,  Fourteen  Volumes,  demy  Svo.    Price  £,\  4s. 

Cheap  Edition,  Fourteen  Volumes,  post  Svo.    Price  ;£2  2s. 

Wiseman  (L.  H.)  Christ  in  the  Wilderness;  or,  Prac- 
tical Views  of  our  Lord's  Temptation.  By  the  Rev.  Luke  H.  Wiseman, 
M.A.    Crown  Svo.    Price  3s.  6d. 

Wood  (T.)  The  Doctrines  of  Annihilation  and  Uni- 
versal ism  viewed  in  the  Light  of  Reason,  Analogy,  and  Revelation.  By  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Wood.    Crown  Svo.    Price  2s. 


COMMENTARIES,    DICTIONARIES,  &C, 

ILLUSTRATIVE  OF  THE  HOLY  SCRIPTURES. 

in:    being   Practical   ReSectiona. J 

e  »t  ScrEpture  for  udi  Day  in  tho  Yen 
Crown  8.D.,  dolh.     Price  3t6d. 

The  Holy  Bible:   with   Notes,  Critical,  Explanatory,  andl 

Pracical.     Bylhf  Riv.  JosEl-"  Bebsow.    With  Maps  and  a  Porlniil ,  "    ' 

A  Biblical  and  Theological  Dictionary :  Illustiative  of 
Ihc  Old  and  New  Testuaents.  By  th*  Key.  Johh  Fashai.  Wiih  Fooi 
MapsaadNindgr-sixEngrpvings.  Qotli. red cdgu.  CiDwnSt-a.  Piiccji.tj. 

An  Ecclesiastical  Dictionary:  Explanatory  of  the  Histoiy, 
Anliquitlci.  Heraies,  Sects,  and  ReUgloiB  Dcnonmaliant  of  Ibe  Chiiidaa 
Qiiirri.    By  the  Re».  John  Fabkar.    Crown  Sro.    Price  ss. 

Helps  to  the  Study  of  the  Qible,  containing  Analyticat 
Notes,  and  Summatia  of  the  tevcral  books;  Hi^toiical,  OiroDologicaLl,  *Bi* 
Gfiagraphical  Tables  ;  Liftt  of  Animals,  ^rda»  Reptiles,  PLanls,  ftc,  (bUni^ 
in  Scripture :  Tahiei  of  Weights.  Mcasnru,  iin<l  Time :  Woi^  Obsolete  or 
AmbiEuomi  lo^iher  with  a  new  loilexlo  the  Bible,  Cmden's Copcordaiice. 
a  Dieiionaiy  of  Scripture  Proper  NoBim,  and  a  saies  of  Maps.  Foolsoip. 
Bvo.    Cloth, red  edges.    Prices. 

The    Proper   Names    of   the    Bible;    their    Orthography, 

Persow,  SDd'a  I>KcripUon  of  the  principal  Places,    lly  the  Rev.  John 

A  Commentaiy  on  the  Old  and  New  Testaments  ;  contain- 
inECopiousNots.ThsiIoErcaJ,  HisioHcal,  and  Critical ;  with  ImiirovemcDtS' 
and  Refleciions.  Dy  [he  Rev.  JtHBTH  SuTcurre,  M.A.  Imperinl  Svo., 
cloth,  marbled  edges.     Price  Is.  M. 

The  Synoptical  Dictionary  of  Scripture  Parallels  and 
Kelcrencei ;  bcine  an  Indei  of  the  Texts  of  Scriplure  Cla9),ified :  torming  a. 
MetliDdicol  Summniy  of  the  Principles,  DoUtinea,  Precepts,  nnd  Facu  at 


Scripture ;  an  Eipositlon  of  the  piiacipal  Doctrines  of  Ohrisliiaily :  uiil 
Notices  of  Jewish  and  Christian  Sects  and  Heresies,  Vy  Ihe  Rev.  BiCHAtn 
Watson.  Ruj-ai  Bvo.,  cloth,  red  edef^  Price  tas.  6d, 
An  Exposition  of  the  Gospels  of  St.  Matthew  and  St. 
Maik,  and  ofsonie  other  detached  parts  of  Scripture.  BytheKev.  KlCHAKs 
Watson,    Ucniy  Svo„  Price6s.i  iimg.,  Prl« jj,  W, 
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Large-Type  Ediiion.    Sv 

The   Prophet    of   Sorrow ; 

Jeremiah.    ByihcBev.THOBBLHV 
■The  Holy  Child  Jet 


,   the    Life    and    Times 


the  early  Life  of  Christ :  viewed 

Foolscap  8vo.     Price  IS,  6d, 

the  Romans.     By 


Cy  ihe  Rr.  ThornI-hv  Smith.    Foolscap  8vo 
An  Exposition  of  St.  Paul's  Epistle 

Ihe  Rey.  Hbnbv  W.  Williams,  D.D.    Ciown  Gvo.    Price  6s. 
An  Exposition   of  the   Epistle   to   the   Hebrews. 

Rev.  H«M>v  W.  Williams,  D.D.    Crown  Bvo.    FriceSi. 
Scripture    compared    with    Scripture.      A  Plan 

Bible    Reading  IhroughDut   Ihe  Year.      Arranged  by  E.  C.  C. 
Limp  dolb,  gill  edges.  Sd, 


BIOGRAPHICAL. 

-Asbury  (Francis),  The  Pioneer  Bishop:  Life  and  Times  of. 
By  W.  P.  Strickland.  Royal  simo.  Price  is.;  Gilt  edge.,  it.  ^d. 
Alpine  Missionary  (The) ;  or,  the  Life  of  J.  L.  Rostan, 
MluiDcary  Pastor  in  Frsnce,  SwiuerlsDd,  and  the  Channel  Isls.  By  Ihe 
Rev.  Matthhw  LHLiHyBH.  Transl.ied  from  the  French  Edition,  hy  the 
Rev.  A.  J.  Fbhnch,  B.A.  With  a  Portrait  Crown  Bvo.  Price  js.  6d. 
Bamford  (J.)  The  Disciple  Bmong.the  Poor:  MeitioriaU 
of  Mr.  John  Bamford,  of  Shardlow.  By  his  Son.  the  Ker.  John  M. 
BaufdRU.     Crown  Svo.     Price  3s.     %Vilh  PhotOEraphic  Pa 

Bramwell  (W.)     The   Christian  Minister  in  '. 


and  Mini 


Bunting   (William   M.),    Memorials   of.      Be 

rmm  his  Sermons,  Letlere.  and  Poems.     Edited  by  the  1 
3Biographicill[DlrDdii.clianbyTHauu  Fe 


e  PUBLICATIONS  OF 

Carvosao  (W.)    Memoirs   of  William  Carvosso.     Writti 
■  M,  and  edited  by  ba  Son.    With  a  Portroil.    Royal  iSmo.    GUJ 

Ptiaa.fd.    Cheap  Edidim.    Royaljimo.    PHce  is. 
arke  {A.}     The  Life  of  Dr.  Adam  Clarke.    By  the  Rev.l 


Ei 
I  Fie 


xon,  D.D.,   Wesleyan  I 

r.    Written  hy  hii  San,  RicHABD  Watsoh  Dixoi,  M.A.,  ML 
in  Carli^e  Cathedral  Chuich.    With  thru  Foilraiti  of  Dr.  Dnu 
I'ignHtt  of  his  Binhplace.    Crown  Svo.    Price  7»- 'd. 
Ilxon  (T.)     The  Earnest  Methodist,    A  Memoir  of  the  late  ■ 
Mi.  Hiomai  DiioD,  of  Granlhini.    Br  his  Nephn,  Ihe  Rev.  Josi 


Entwisle   (J.)      Memoir  of   the    Rev.    Joseph    Entwi 

pious  EilmUl  from  h!>  Joum»ls  and  Cocrupondenn,  and  Oceai 
ofConteiDpotaryEvEoK  in  theHistoryofMelhodisn.    BybiiSoii. 

(eeves,  Ihe  Methodist  Class  Leader.    By  Edwari><J 
CoiDBRov.    lEmo.    Piice ». 
Fletcher  (J.)    The  Life   of  the   Rev.  John   Fletcher. 

theRev.JuSBFM  Bhhsos.    WkhaPorlraiL     iimo.    Pride  3s.  Gd. 

Cheap  Edition.    Royal  jimo.    Price  11. 
Fletcher  (Mrs.)    The  Life  of  Mrs.  Fletcher.     By  the  Rev. 
Hesbv  Moose.    Witha  PoiTrail.    Crown  B to.    Price  3s.  6d.  ' 

Cheap  Edition.    Royal  jono.    Price  it. 


ft 


Grimshaw  (W.),  Incumbent  of  Hawonh.     By  the  Rev,  R,  i 

SpenCE  Habuv.    With  a  Pallrait.     Crown  8vo.     Pricess. 

Heasel    (Eliza.)      True   Womanhood;    or,   Mc 
Mi™  Eliza  Hessel.    By  the  Rev.  JosKuA  Prihstley.    Cm 
Portnul:.    Price  11.  Ed,  :  gilt  edge^  3i. 
int  (J.)    The   Life  of  John    Hunt,    Missionary   to   the  M 

Cannibals  in  Fiji.    By  the  Rev.  GeOSCK  Stbihgsi  RoWB.     F    ' 
With  Portrait  and  olhei  lUusliatiiinE.    Price  as.  fid. :  litnp  doll: 
Jackson  (T.)    Lives  of  Early  Methodist  Preachers.    Chiefly 

by  thcmselTes.       Edited,  wilh  an  Introductnry  Essay,  bf  the  Rev. 
1  Jackson.    Library  Edition,  Sis  Vols.    Crown  Svo.    Price  1^. 
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Jackson  (T.)  Recollections  at  My  Own  Life  and  Timea, 
By  Thomas  JACKSOB,  Edlwd  by  thf  Rfy.  B.  Franklakb.  B.A.  VTah 
BO  Inlroducuon  idd  Poslscripl  by  G.  OSBORN,  D.D.  With  a  PoHiKiU 
Crown  8,0.     Price  55. 

M'Owan  (P.)    A  Man  of  Gad; 

M'OWAH.    Crown  8vo.    Prices!. 

MaxwcU  (Lady).  The  Life  of  Darcy  Lady  Maxwell.  By 
lh=  Rev,  WiLLTAU  Athbbtoh.  Wiih  Sdeclioni  from  her  Dury  and 
ConeapundcTicc.    Crown  Std.    Price  3s.  £d. 

Miller  (W.  E.)  Life  of  the  Rev.  W.  E.  Miller.  By  tlie 
Rev.  Dt.  DiION.    Foolscap  Bvo.    Price  m.:  limp  clolh,  is.  6J. 

Nelson  (J.)     The  Journal    of    Mr.  John    Nelson.     Royal 

iSmq,    Price  is.  6d.    Oieap  Edilion.     KoyaJ  jraio.     Price  iod. 

Newlon  (R.)    The  Life  of  the  Rev,  Robert  Newton,  D.D. 

B;  (be  Rev.  Thomas  Jackson.    Wkh  a  PoiHait.   CrownSvD.   Piieeis.U. 
Cheap  Edilion.    Royal  3>DU.    PHceis.«d. 
Ouseley  (Gideon.)    The  Life  of  Gideon  Ouseley.     By  the 

Rev.  W.uUAM   Afthun.  M.A.      Seventh  thousand.     Crown  Sm.,  with 


Grhcokv.    CiawaBvo.,  with  Portrait.    Price  3s.  6d. 
Priestley  (M.  A.)      Memorials   of  Mary   Anne   Priestley, 

Wife  of  Ihe  Rev.  Joshua  Pbiestlev.    By  her  Husband.    Foolscap  8vo. 
Wi.b  Portrait.     Limp  clolh.  Price  15.  3d.;  doth,  giit-leilered,  Price  IB.  6d. 

Richardson  (C.)    The  Peasant  Preacher :    Memoir  of  Mr. 

Charles  RichardsoD.    By  the  Rev.  J.  £.  CouLSOH.    Koyjiljamo.   Priceii.; 

Gill  edges,  is.  4(1. 
Rogers  (Mrs.)     The  Experience  and    Spiritual    Letters  of 

Mis.  Hester  Aon  Rogets.    iSno.    Gill  edges.    Price  is,  Cd. 
Cheap  Edilion.    Roynl  jimo.    Price  lod. 
Rogers  (Mrs.)    The   Experience,  Letters,    and  Journal  of 

Mrs.  Hester  Ann  Rogers.    RoyaJ  iSnio.    Gill  edges.    Price  3s.  6d. 


sf(W.)     Memorials  of  the   Life   ; 


.    Price  Cs.ed.    Cheap  Edition. 


I 


PUflUCATIONS  OF 

MW  (Mrs.)     Long  Life  and  Peace :    Memorials  of  Hrs. 
Eliuheth  Skaw,  of  Si.  Ausidl.     By  Iha  Ri 
Fwlicap  Svs,    Price  ys. 

Shillington  (T.  A.)    Christian  Thorougbcess  :  A  Memort) 
Elictch  of  Thomas  Avebkli.  SwiLi.iHiiToN,  J, P.,  of  Potudoi 
Kev.  John  Dwyrb,  Anlhor  ol  'Oirisiian  Work  fqr  Gianlc 
Crown  Svo.    Price  3s. 

Shrewsbury  (J.  B.)  Christ  Glorified  in  the  Life,  Experi- 
ence, nnd  CharacUr  □(  Jnseph  B.  SfarcwEhury  (Ule  Medical  Enident,  aod 
Wcileyan  Local  F'eKclin'.  of  Hmlfatd,  VQil^jhue).  Wrilliui  by  his  Father. 
Boyaljimo.    Price  is,;  Gill  edges,  15. 4d. 

Lith  (J.)     Memoirs  of  the  Life,  Character,  and  Labonis 

oriheRe*.Jol.nSmiA.    By  itie  Rev.  R.  Trrffrv.  Jun.    With  an  Intro- 

duclorjEiKiy  bylheEev.  Dr.DiKON.    Koyal  i8mo.    Gilt  edges.   Price  ji. 

Cheap  Edition,  tA^thout  the  IntroduclOTy  Ei^ay.    Price  ri. 


Irs. 


oirs  of  the  Rev.  David  Stoner.   By  the  Rev. 

It.  WlLLrAM  Dawbon.    Wilh  a  Portrait.    Royal  igrao, 
=9.  6d.    Cheap  Edition.    Royal  simo.    Price  i^ 


jner(D.)   Mer 

Dr.  llANNAir  and 
Gill  edE<3.     Price 

Taylor  (M.  C.)     Memoir  of  the  Rev.  Michael  C.  Taylor. 
Thrclfall  (W.)    Memorials  of  the  Rev.  W.  Threlfall.     By 


Treffry    (R.)      Memoirs     of   the    Rev. 

With  Select    Remalm,    cobsisling  of  Sketches  o( 
Poetry,     By  his  Father,  the  Rev.  Richard  TREr 

b  Tucker  (Mrs,  J.)      Memoir  of  Mrs.  Jar 

he  Rev.  Chorfo  Tucker,  tome  time  Misaonary  to 
Irs.  C.  F.  Whitk.    Ediied  by  the  Rev.  H.  W.  V 


Tucker,  wife  o 
labai  and  Tonga.  1 
LOAMS,  D.D.    Crm 


,   H01V   to   Reach   the  Masses.    By  1 

™    Price  3s. 

I.  Thomas  Vasey.     By  hid 

'.  Samuel  D.  WaddyJ 

m  Svo.,  with  TVo  Fonraiii. 


E  WESLEYAM 


Weslej-  (C.)  The  Life  of  the  Rev.  Charles  Wesley. 
Comprising  a  Krview  of  his  Poetry ;  Skeidies  of  tli=  Rae  and  Progtas  ol 
Methodic  ;  with  Nolii^  of  CoDIcmpDrJiry  Evtnis  and  Chuadem  By  tHc 
Eev.  Thomas  Jackson.    Wiih  a  Pontaii.    Ctown  Svo.    Price  35.  6d. 

Charles  WeStey, 


Wesley   (C.)     The  Journal   of  the  Ri 

With  Selections  from  his  Correspondence  aad  I 
by  the  Rtv.  Thomas  Jacksoh. 


Jacksoh.    Two  Vols.    Royal  iSmo.    Price  js. 
Wesley  (J.)     The  Life  of  the  Rev.  John  Wesley.    By  the 
Rev.  RicHAKD  Watson.    Wiih  a  Portrait.    Crown  8vo.    Price  31.  fid. 
Cheap  Edition.    Royal  331110.    Price  is.  fd. 

Wesley  (J.)     His   Life    and    his   Work.      By  the  Rev.  M. 


Wesley  Q.)     The  Living  Wesley,  as  he 
«;d  in  hi.  Prime.    By  the  Rev.  James  H.  Eigc 
We.1ey!mT<aininBCoUegt.W«finit«ler.    Crown 

was  in  his  Youth 

.  D.D.,  Principal  of  [he 
Bvo.    Price  31. 

Wesley  (J.)     The  Father  of  Methodist 

n :    A  Life   of  the 

isn.      Second    Edhion, 

Wesley  Q.)      The   Journals   of   the    Rev.   John   Wesley. 

FojrVols.    Cnm-nBvo.     Price  . OS. 

West  (F.  A.)     Memorials  of  the  Rev.  Francis  A.  West. 

Skclcb  by  one  of  hil  iSou.  >nd  Ferscmal   RecoUeclions  by  the   Rev.  B. 

Wharton  (H.)  The  Story  of  the  Life  ami  Missionary 
Lahoun  of  the  Rev.  Henry  Whailon  in  the  West  Indies,  the  Gold  Coast. 
eadAihaoti.     By  the  Rev.  W.  MoisteR.     Crown  Evd.    With  Portrait  and 


Wesley's  (Rev.  John  and   Charles)   Poetical  Works :    A 

Xew  and  Complete  Edition.      Reprinted  fnim  the  Originals,   with  the  last 

WisLsy  OH  before  published.  Collecled  and  Arranged  by  the  Rev. 
Okwcb  Osborn.D.D.  Thirteen  7obuiies.  Crowngvo.  Half  Morocco, 
aatedges.    Price^j  .8^ 


^ 


PUBLICATIONS   OF 


ROMAN    CATHOLICISM.  

Elliott  (C.)   DclioeatioQ  of  Roman  Catholicism,  drawn  iiroiii 

Ihi  Aulhcntic  and  AcloiBwledBed  Slaodirds  of  Ihc  Church  of  Rome :  inwliidi 
her  pecuLar  UoctiiDEi.  Murals  ind  Uuguan  SuiRd,TieaIcd  al  Large,  and 
ConfiiKd.     By  the  Rev.  Chahlks  Elliott,  D.D.    New  Edition,  wilt  a 
SupplemcnL ;  hemE  an  Exposidon  of  cenain  changei  which  the  Papacy  btt^ 
UDdogone  during  the  PootiHcaleorPius  IX.    ByWiLLUU  Mauue  Rin^ 
CD.    Pricei»,6d.;  Half-hound  in  Moracco.  175.  6d.  ^M 

:  Establisli  J 


Rule  (W,  H.)  HiHlory  of  the  Inquisition,  from  it 


m  Che: 


Centucy.      By- 

t  History  o\ 


ihelUY.W.  H.RULmD.D.  Wiih  lUmtraiiqn..  Two  Vols. 
Rule  CW.  HO     Martyrs  of  the  Reformation : 

Mjulyidapu,  Conrcaaions,  and  Sufieringl.  tiam  the  Dawn  of  tbe  KelomaliOD 

tolheNlnelMDthCcntniy.    By  IheRev.W.  H.  Rulb,  D.D.    Bvo.   Price  3s. 
Robinson    (E.  J.)      The  Mother  of  Jesus  not   the  Papal 

Maiy.    BytheRev.  E.J.  Robinson.    Umwn  Svo.    Price  6i. 
Authentic  Report  of  the  Discussion  held  in  Rome  on  the 

Enuiiii£!L  pf  February  gth  and  lolli,  1871,  between    CalhuHc  Prints  and 

lated  by  (he  R».  William  Arthub,  M.A.    Paper  covers,  Ciawn  8vn., 
Price  6d.;  Oolh,  Price  .s. 

METHODISM. 
Pierce  (Wm.)    Ecclesiastical  Principles  and  Polity  of  the 

Wesleyan  Mcihodita.    Ccmprisng  a  Complol.  "  -    -    -   - 

and  Regulatiuns,  ftom  1774  10  iSja.     Revised  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Jobsok. 
Royal  Bvo„  Price  ijs.  ;  HalfMorocco,  Pri«  ics.  " 

Christophers  (S.  W.)     Class  Meetings  in  relation 

Crown  3m     Price  3..  

Rigg  (J.  H.)  The  Connexional  Economy  of  Wesleyan 
Methodism  in  its  Eccle-iawiol  and  Spirlinal  .^pens.  By  J»MB!  H.  Rigg. 
D.D.     Crown  S™.     Price  35.  fid. 

Rigg  CJ.  H.)    The  Churchmanship  of  John   Wesley,  anil 

the  Relations  °fWesleyanMeihadum  to  the  Church  of  Englauil.     ByJuiHS 
H,  RiGC,  D.D.    Crown  Bw.    Price  as.  6d. 
Stevens  (A.)    The  History  of  Methodism  from  its  Origin 
10  Ihe  Centenary  Vear,     By  AniL  Stevins,  LL.D.     Ibite  Volumei. 

The  Methodist  Family  Library  of  Standard  Biographical 

Royal  jimo.    Price  >».;  or  in  HaHLlsonie  Eox,  aSs.      CiltedEU,  171,  6i.: 
orinHandiomeBoi,  3JS. 


to  (^^^1 
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llnsliiaf^it  ^50^3  for  ^t\i>il  ami  Iffcntt* 


The  History  of  Methodism,  from  its  Origin  to  the  Cente- 
niiT  year.      By  Abbl  SrKVKMS,  LL.D.     ThiM  Volumts.  Crown  8vo.„ 

Romance  without  Fiction;  or,  Slcetches  from  the  Portfolio 

of  an   Old    MiHioiiaiy.      By    Ihe    Rev.    Ur.mt    Bl.IBV.    Author  of  ths 
■DeaihSmigglcsofSlivery.'&c&c,  Ciownavo.  Eighl  Fsec  lUusuatiDns. 


PRICE  FOUR  SKILLIMQS. 
f   tht    Bible.     By  Harland   Coultas.     Preface 


Zoology 

by  Ihe 

Missionary   Anecdotes,    Sketch i 


r,  Pen  and  Pencil  Sketches  of  Nint 


PRICB  THREE  SHILLINGS  AND  SIXPENCE. 
'Land  of  the  Mountain  and   the   Flood':    Sconish 


crIUusi 


The    Life    of   Gideon    Ouaeley,      By  the    Rfv.   William 

AttTMuB,  M.A.    Seveiilh  ThDusand,    Ciwn  s™.    Wilh  Portraii. 
Missionary   Stories,   Narratives,    Scenes,    and    Incidents, 

Illuslnitive  of  the  ProvidEDce  and  Gri«  of  G-i  m   0>nDCCIion  with  Ihe 
Propagaiion  of  Ihe  GospEl  io  Heathen  Lands.    By  the  Kov.  W.  MoisTiR. 


Cnn 


.     Nuo 


\ulhnr 


'aimUc 


h    lIlOU! 


Way-Marks  :    Placed  by  Royal  Authority  on   the  King'a 

HJghway.   Bf  ing  One  Hundred  Scripture  Pravcrbs,  Enfotced  mi  [llustrated. 
Crown  8yo.    Eifihi  Page  Engravings. 
Gems  Reset ;  or,  the  Wesleyan  Catechisms  Illustrated  by 

Imaeery  and  Narraliie.     Oown  Svo. 

Vice-Royalty ;  or,  A  Royal  Domain  held  for  the  King,  and 

-sitiched  by  the  King.    CiciwD  8va.    Twelve  psge  lilusmiiani. 


PDBLICATtONS  OT 


PRICE    THREE    SHILLINGS. 
Glimpses  a{  India  and  Mission  Life.    By  Mrs.  Hutcbeom. 

Crown  Bvu.    Eighl  Pige  inuuraii™!.    Cloth,  gill  edgts. 

PRICE  TWO  SHILLINGS  AND  SIXPENCE. 
A  Pledge  thai  Redeemed   Itself.      By  Sacsoh.  Author 

'  Blind  Olive.' cic.    Cnnm  Its.     Nmnerout  lUnsinDalu.     Cloth,  eiII  cdgct 

The  Story  of  a  Peninsular  Veteran  ;   Sergeant  in  the  43rd 


Cr™ 


s  lllui- 


Rays 


By   the    Rtr. 


from    the    Sun    of    Righteousness. 

In  the  Tropics;  or,  Scenes  and  Incidents  oF  West   Indian 

Life.    BylhfKt».jABiaMABii*T.   Crmni  gvo.,  with  Illu5tnuioiit,  &c 
Climbing :  A  Manual  for  the  Young  who  Desire  to  Rise  ia 

Both  Worlik.    U)F  tile  Kev.  Benjamin  Smith.  CiDwn  Bn.    Sialli  EtStion. 

RcyhbI  iDd  Enbrgtd. 
Our  Visit  to  Rome,  with  Notes  by  the  Way.     By  the  Rev. 

John  Rhddis.    Boyil  i«in°.    Forty-five  [llmimioia. 
Gems  of  Piety  in  Humble  Life.    By  the  Rev.  T.  H.  Walker. 

MARK  GUY   PEARSE'S  WORKS. 
Six  V^umH.  Crm«iv<!.,a>!tA,Ci/tEJg'!.     Priav.M.lack. 

I. — Daniel    Quoim,   and    his  Religious    Notions.      FiKSr 

Skhiis.    Foity-ninlh  Thousand. 
3.— Daniel   Quorm,  and  hia  Religious   Noti< 

3.— Sermons  for  Children.     Thirteenth  Thou 
4.— Mister  Horn  and  Hia  Fnends ;  or,  Givei 


PRICE  TWO  SHIL 
Homes  and   Home   Life   in 
Bible  Lniidii,  By  1.  R.  S.  CutroBD. 
Foolscap  Gvo.     Eighty  llliutntioni. 

Hid  Treasures,  and  the 
Search  ffir  Thein  ;  bHngLccliirtilo 
Bible  Claua.  Bt  Ihc  Re>.  John 
HAPTtav.  Foolscap  Sva.  With 
Fronliipiece. 

The     Great     Apostle ;      or, 

Picturn  from  Uis  Life  of  Si.  Paul. 
Bv  Re<.  Ubbi  Mash/ 
Svo.       Tweniy-taghc 

Martin  Luther,  the  Prophet 


V.T.Shaw 
,    ITiineen 


SeCWI^H 

d  CiT^^I 

lUsand.^^^H 
Stot^^H 


:.     Fcap. 


The  Tower,  the  Temple,  and 
the  Minder:  Hi>torical  and  Blo- 
graphicnl  Ajfiodatioiu 


Youthful  Obligatio 
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PRICE  TWO  SHlLUSaS—<™ii™cd. 
Peter   Pengelly ;    or,  'True   ,  My  Coloured  Schoolmaster 

W«Y.    Cow.  B™.    F.ny  Illu,.  ,       ril^r,^,f™'-    '""'"P^""' 


The    Stolen     Children : 

Nanativc  compiled  /mm  Aulh. 
Sources,  by  the  i 

Sb«ry.-     Fools' 
with  lIlu^IratiDII.' 


I     Stnlge'^ 


I  Female  Heroism  and  Tales 


I       lUunnitiDiis. 
'  Capture  af  the  Piratea 
Qiher  Stoiioorthe  Weste 


PRICE    EIGHTEBHPENCE. 

LittleRay  and  Her  Friends,      ~ 

ByRuTH  Elliott.   Fi-eFagflUoi 


The  Cliftons,  and  their  Play- 
Houra.  By  Mis.  Cosslktt.  Scvtn 
Page  lUiutrationi. 

Ned's  Motto;   or.  Little  by 


:iekEv.  H.R.  BuBTOH. 
Gleanings   in  Natural  His- 

loty  for  Young  PtopLc.      frolmdy 

Broken  Purposes ;  or,  the 
GiHxI  Time  Camiog.  By  Lillie 
MOKirOHT.    Five  page  lUusualiona. 

Tbe  History  of  the  Tea-Cup; 


pDtter'i  Arl.     hy  the  Kev.   G.    B. 
VKmnioOD.     PtoTuKlr  llluitcaled. 

"m  Dmald'  Si 


By  E.  H. 
Mm  ""    " 

A  ¥eaT  at   Riverside  Farm. 

Sy   E.   M.   MlLUB.       Royd  161110. 
Sim  P^e  lUiulratieni. 

The  Lilyvalc  Club  and  its 
Doing!.  By  Edwin  A.  Johnspk. 
D.D.       Royal   iSmo.     Seven   Paec 


An  Old  Sailor's   Yarn  :   and 

oClierSlielelies  from  Daily  l.ile. 

The  Stony  Road:  A  Tale  of 

Humble  Life. 
Stories    for   Willing    Ears,      ' 

ForBoyj.    ByT.  S.  E. 

Fxhm/,  800 
Three  Indian  Heroes  :  the  M: 


Stories    for    Willing    Ears. 

For  Girl*,    Ev  T.  S.  E. 
Thirty  Thousand    Pounds : 

and  other  Skelohei  from  D.-iily  Life. 

'W«e     Donald':    Sequel    to 


,    By  th 


..  J.  Sha 


David   Livingstone,  Missionary  and   Dl 

»e».  J.  MabeaT.     Fi/Leen  Page  IllmtPaliorn. 

Columbus;    or.   The  Discovery  of    Ameri 


iionary ;   the  Soldier;  thi 


PUBLICATIONS  OF 


PRICE  EIGHTEENPENCE.    Fftkcaf  tvi.  Stria. 
PiEorro ;  or,  The  Discosery  and  CoDquest  of  Peru.  By  Geokge 

CUBITT.     Nut  ILLuUlUioil^ 

Granada;  or.  The  Expulsion  of  ihe  Moon  from  Spain.    By 

GEORsa  Caam.    Sem  miatrmooi. 
James   Montgomeiy,  Christian   Poet    and    PhilaothropilC. 

By  the  Re>.  J.  Mxebat.     Eleven  tlliistiadani. 

The  Father  of  Methodism.     A  Sketch  of  the  Life  and  Laboun 
of  the  RcT.  John  WbIcj.  AIM.    For  Yaung  People.     By  Un.  Cobutt. 


Old  Truths  in  New  Lights,     Illustrations  of  Scripture  Truth 

tar  ihe  Vaung.     By  W.  H-  S.     Numerous  UlloIndoH. 

Chequer  Alley:   A   Story   of  Successful  Chriatian  Work. 

By  Ihe  Rev.  Fddeiucic  W.  Beigqs.  M.A.    Eleienih  Edrdon. 
The   Englishman's   Bible:   How  he  Got  it,  and  Why  he 

Keeffiii.    By  Rer.  Jambs  BoYES.    WiihThineea  IDustrgcions, 
Homes  :  and  the  Way  to  Make  Home  Happy.    By  the  Rev. 

David  Hav,    FooIscnpSvo.    With  Franii!p[ece. 
Helen  Leslie ;  or,  Truth  and  Error.    By  Adeline.    Pooltcap 


PRICE  I 
The    Boatman's 


NE  SHILLING  AND  FOURPENCE. 
Daughter,      A  Nairativi   for   the   L 


Ancient  Egypt :   Its  Monu- 
Vignettes  Irom  English  His- 

I017.  By  the  Rev.  JAHB  Vkambs. 
Fint  Series.  From  Ihe  NomuD 
Conqueror  10  Heniy  IV.  TwMily- 
thrcc  llljjstratlDDS. 

Lessons  from  Nobte  Lives, 


Stories  of  Love  i 


E  SHILLING. 
CUlk,  gill  Icllirtd. 

Peeps  into  the  Far  North: 

Greenland.       By    S.    E.    ScHOLH. 
TwEnir-fouc  lUustralinni. 

The  Railway   PioQcers; 


The  Royal  Disciple :  Louisa, 

Queen  of  PruBii,    ByC.  R.7' 

Tiny  Tim  1  A  Story  of  Lon- 
don life.  Founded  aa  Fact.  By 
Fbahcis  Hdknu.  Tucnly-lw 
tUusUUioa.. 

John  Tregenoweth;  His 
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PRICE  ONE  SHILLING-«m/i««^</. 


The  Giants,  and  How  to 
Fight  Them.  By  Dr.  Richard 
Newton.    Fifteen  Illustrations. 

The     Meadow    Daisy.      By 

LiLLiE  MoNTFORT.  NumcTOUS  Illus- 
trations. 

Robert    Dawson  5    or.  The 

Brave    Spirit.      Foiu:    Page   Illus- 
trations. 

The  Tarnside  Evangel. 

By  M.  A.  H.     Eight  Illustrations. 

Rob  Rat ;  A  Story  of  Barge 
Life.  By  Mark-  Guy  Pearse. 
Numerous  Illustrations. 


The  Unwelcome   Baby, 

and  what  Became  of  Him ;  with 
other  Stories  of  noble  Lives  Early 
Consecrated.  By  S.  Ellen  Gre- 
gory.   Nine  Illustrations. 

Jane  Hudson,  the  American 
Girl.    Four  Page  Illustrations. 

The  Babes  in  the  Basket ; 

or,  Daph  and  her  Charge.  Four 
Page  Illustrations. 

Insect  Lights  and  Sounds. 
By  J.  R.  S.  Clifford,  author  of 
'Animals  of  the  Bible,'  etc.,  etc. 
Profusely  Illustrated. 


William  the   Silent,    Prince    of   Orange.      A  Biographical 
Sketch.    By  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Thomas.    Foolscap  8vo.    With  Portrait. 

Life  on  the  Waves;  or,   Memorials  of   Captain   George 

Leonard.    By  the  Rev.  A.  Langlby.    With  Illustrations.    i8mo. 

PRICE  NINEPENCE. 
Imperial  yzmo^     Clothy  Illuminated, 


X.  The  Wonderful  Lamp;  and 
other  Stories.  ByRuTHELUOTT, 
Five  Illustrations. 

2.  Dick's  Troubles  ;  and  How  He 

Met  Them.    By  Ruth  Elliott. 
Six  Illustrations. 

3.  The  Chat  in  the  Meadow :  and 

other  Stories.    By  Lillib  Mont- 
fort.     Six  Illustrations. 

4.  John's   Teachers  :    and    other 

Stories.      By  Lillib  Montfort. 
Six  Illustrations. 

5.  Nora  Grayson's  Dream;    and 

other  Stories.    By  Lillib  Mont- 
fort.   Seven  Illustrations. 
&i  Rosa's  Christmas  Invitations  ; 
and  other   Stories.     By   Lilub 
Montfort.    Six  Illustrations. 

7.  Ragged  Jim's  Last  Song ;  and  | 

other     Ballads.       By    Edward  \ 
Bailey.    Eight  Illustrations. 

8.  Pictures   from    Memory.      By  j 

Adeline.     Nine  Illustrations. 

9.  The  Story  of  the  Wreck  of  the  , 

•  Maria  *     Mail    Boat :    with    a  \ 
Memoir  of  Mrs.  Hincksman,  the 
only  Survivor.     Illustrated.  ' 


xo.  Passages  from  the  Life  of 
Heinrich  Stilling.  Five  Page 
Illustrations.. 

XI.  Little  and  Wise :  The  Ants, 
The  Conies,  The  Locusts,  and 
The  Spiders.  By  the  Rev.  W.  W. 
Newton.    Twelve  Illustrations. 

xa.  Spoiling  the  Vines,  and  For- 
tune Telling.  By  the  Rev.  W. 
W.Newton.  Eight Illustradons. 

13.  The  Kingly  Breaker,  Concern- 
ing Play,  and  Sowing  the  Seed. 
By  the  Rev.  W.  W.  Newton. 
Six  Illustrations. 

X4.  The  Fatherly  Guide,  Rhoda, 
and  Fire  in  the  Soul.  By  the  Rev. 
W.W.  Newton.  Twelve  Illustra- 
tions. 

X5.  Short  Sermons  for  Little  Peo- 
ple. By  the  Rev.  T.  Champness. 
Twenty  Illustrations. 

x6.  Sketches  from  my  Schoolroom. 
By  the  Daughter  of  a  Wesleyan 
Minister.    Four  Illustrations. 

17.  Mary  Ashton  ;  a  True  Story 
of  Eighty  Years  Ago.  By  the 
author  of  *  The  Lancasters  and 
their  Friends.'  Four  Illustrations. 


The  above  are  sold  m  Limp  Goth  at  Eightfbncb. 


Precious   Seed,  and   Little   Sowers.       itmo.     Four   Illus 

Janie :  A  Flower  from  South  AFrica.  By  Rev.  R.  Lampldui 

Freddie  Cleminson  ;   The  Brief  Sioty   of  a  Blessed  Lite. 

By  Iho  Riv.  T.  M'Cti.u»fiH.     .Bnio.    WlUi  Ponisil,  ttc 
Soon  and  Safe:  A  Word  to  the  Young  Folks.     By  Rev. 

Christianity  Compared  with  Popery :  A  Lecture. 

Death  of  the  Eldest  Son.     By  C/esar  Malan. 

Emily's  Lessons;    or,  Chapters  in  the   Life  of  a  Young 

Fragments  for  Young  People. 

History  of  Joseph.     By  Agnes  Bulmer. 

Jonathan  Saville's  Life.    By  the  Rev.  F.  A.  West. 

The  Sunday  Scholar's  Guide.    By  ilie  Rev.  J.  T.  Barb.. 


a  Blow;  SlDTles  I 
ieror.The  Sisiet'a  | 
.'and  Howto  Fight   1 


|.  Robe 


5.  Jane  Hudton,  Itie  Ameiicsn 

6.  The  Jewish  Twins.    By  Aunt 

7.  The  Book  of  Beaaii.    ITiiny- 

Syc  lUosrralioor.. 
a.  ThcBoDkofBirds.  FonylUu^- 

fl.  Proud  In  Spirit. 

'a  Bibic  Lesion. 


11.  The  Bi 

Hattie    ( 


■3.  The  Little  Bliek  Hen. 

14.  Manha'H  Hymo. 

15.  Nettie  Malhicaon. 

17!  The  Children  on  tC  Pla 


'■  ^^h^AWyi^fl^f: 


19.  joh 


s  for 


art  Kid  in  Ormmmlal  Stiff  Cmmri  at  Fousf  kkck  raeh. 
.    Nancy;    or,   The   Everlaating    Love-      With 
lllusLtatiau.    iSoio.    aoih,eil[.]<:iKicd,  6d.    (A  EaoKraiGiRu.) 
Michael  Faraday.    By  W,  R.  Buroess,    With   Poittii 

IlIuiltauoDi.     iSioo.     aolb,  gill-lellercd 


id^^ 


s.    With   Portrait  m^^H 

(A  EoOKFoii  Qavs.l        j^^H 

OFTICK,  ^^H 

■uEutosraa-Itoir.        ^^^H 
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